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CHAPTER I 

ORIGINS OF THE GREEN-BAY INTELLIGBNCER AND 

THE WISCONSIN DEMOCRAT 

I 

The Green-Bay IntelligenceI' ~ the f1.rst newspaper in 

Wisconsin, began pub11oation December 11, 1833. 1n a pioneer 

outpost of the western part of Michigan Terr1tory. Located 

at the point where the Fox River empties into Green Bay, an 

arm ot Lake Mieh1gan, the village of Green Bay was on the 

water route from the East to the Mississippi River via the 

Erie Canal, Great Lakes, and the wind1ng Fox and Wisconsin 

Rivers. 

In 1833 a"bout four hundred rude log huts, whi tew&shed 

with lime, dotte(i both s1des of the Box River tor abouts1x 

miles upstream trom the Bay. The inhabitants of the v1llage 

were retired French fur trappers, half breeds, Menominee 

Indians , and about sixteen American families. The land was 

oleared about a halt mile to three m1les baok from the river, 

and about 2 .. 500 acres were under eultivation. On the west 

bank of the Pox River less than a mile above its entranoe 

into Green Bay and overlooking the tiny settlement stood 

Fort Howard, an American army post built 1n 1816. The rest 

1 
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wa.s wilderness. 1 

Albert G. Ellls, co"publlsher Of the f'irst issue or .: 
Green Bay ' s paper t came to the settlement ln 1822 via the 

Great Lakes route from a. farm near Verona, New York. Ellts, 

an expert printer, planned to establish a newspaper as soon 

as he could earn enough money to buy a press. paper and ink. 

In the meantime. he taught 1n the Episcopal Mission School" 

surveyed public and private lands, and did a bit ot Job 

prlnting" Ie. 

In the winter of' 1830.-31 Ellis accompan1ed samuel C. 

StambaugA, Indian Agent. to Washlngton as secretary ot a 

delegat10n of' Menominee and Oneida. Indlans to negot1ate a 

treaty. While he was in Washington, Ellis circulated a 

prospectus for the newspaper he planned to publish in Green 

Bay. On hls return trip in April, 1831,. he stopped at De­

troit to contract tor a Ramage press and some fonts of.' type, 

relying on Stambaugh's promise to give hlm financial help. 

However, Stambaugh had spent all his money and could not even 

pay Ellls his wages for the trip. So the plans for the 

larsen-Bay Intelligencer. December 25. 1833, p. 1-
For descriptions of early Greeh Bay, see Ella H. Neville. 
sarah G. Martin, and Deborah B. Martin, Historic Gree.n Bal-
1634-1840 (Green Bay, 189~); Juliette A~ tdnzie (irs. J'onn 
It. Kinzie), Wau-bun the . Earli oat'ln the North",west 
(New York, 1~56); ,ifbert G. El is. "Fifty-Pour Years' 
Recollections of' Men and Events in Wiscons1n." Wiscons1n 
Historical Society, Collections, reprint ed., VII (Madison, 
1908), 207-268. 

laIn 1821 Ellis did the first printing west of Lake 
Michigan when he printed 1,000 lottery tiokets for John P. 
Arndt, a Green Bay merchant whose store had burned. POI' 
biograph1cal data on El11s, see D1ctionary of Wisconsin 
Blogr4ph;y, (Mad1son, 1960), 111. 
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newspaper had to wa1t . 2 

In November, 1833, Ellis returned to Green Bay from a 
,: 

surveying trip to tind that John V. Suydam, a former teacher 

at the Episcopal t.1ission School, had bought the Ra.mage press 

at Detroit and was planning to publish a newspaper. While 

Suydam waited for the press and supplies to arrive from De­

troit, he searched for office space. Finding none, he built 

a small log structure on Main Street. He hired Peter Vieau, 

an ex-pupil, 8S chore boy_ As soon as the building was 

finished and the type and press arrived, Suydam and Vieau 

made two ink balls of buckskin filled with wool and did 

some crude job printing. Neither Suydam nor Vieau were ex­

perts at setting type 80 Suydam hired an ex.soldier, John 

Wade, who had been a printer, but Wade wae so inefficient 

and unreliable that Suydam fired him atter a month on the 

Job. When Ellis offered to eet type , Suydam not only ao ­

cepted but offered him a partnership . 3 

So Suydam and Ellis published the first issue of the 

Green-Bay Intelligencer, a four-page sheet measuring ten by 

sixteen inches with four columns of type. '!he page looked 

like a dense mass of 1nk because the type, e1ther breviar or 

min1on, was set with l1ttle space between columns or between 

stories . Rules were used to separate the columns. The 

2M1lwaukee Sentinel, December 20, 1885~ 

3Ibid.J Peter J . V1eau, tlNarrat1ve of Peter J . Vleau/' 
W1sc()naiii"1ffstorloal SOCiety, Collect1ons , XV (1900), 458-
469 . Por biographioal data on John V. Suydam, see D1etlonarl 
or Wiscons1n B1ographl, 344. 
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Ramage press was sturdily built with frames and platens of 

wood and bed of marble, but it required strong musoles and 

great patience to operate. After the printer had set the 

type by hand, the printer's devil laid a sheet ot paper on 

the type bed which he oranked up under the platen. Then he 

pulled the lever which made the impress1on. , Since the 

.' 

pla ten on the Ramage press lias only half the size of the 

bed, two pulls of the lever were necessary to print one side 

of n sheet. 4 

The first issue had fourteen columns of reading met· 

tel' which included an Indian legend, petitions for improve­

ment of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, government circulars 

concerning preemption ola1ms, several letters to the editors, 

a long 'editor1al, and poetry. There were two columns of 

advertisements which contained the few illustrations in the 

paper. These illustrations were small conventional wood· 

cuts of stages, nterunboats, stoves, beaver hats, saddles, 

or a hand with the index finger pOint1ng to an 1mportant 1tem. 

These advertisements weFe printed "on the usual terms" and a 

liberaldeduct10n was given to those who advertised for a 

whole year. 5 

The Green·Bay IntelligenceI' was intended to be a 

semi.monthly publicat10n but the issues were irregular. 

5Green-Bay Inte111genoer, December 11, 1833, p. 4. 

i. : .... ;:. 
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Only twenty issues were published 1n the eighteen months 

after December 11, 1833. The irregularity of publication 

was excusable because of the difficulties that beset all 

pioneer printers--lack of paper, ink, labor, pald sub­

scriptions, and lack of news because of irregular mail 

de11ver1es . The ed1tors promised weekly 1ssues and im­

proved typography as soon aa navigat10n opened 11' the 

c1rculation warranted it. The subscript10n rate was $2.00 

a year I payable 1n advance. Any person Vlho so11cl ted flve 

subscriptIons recelved.- one free. 6 

In his first editorial, El11s stated that he had 

"one principal object in view, viz., the advancement~ of 

the country west of Lake Michigan." He added that politI­

cal factions had not. developed 1n the western part or 
MIchIgan TerrItory and that he would not encourage theIr 

growth. Since he was "wedded to no factIon" I Ellis was 

free, he sald , to speak hls mind ab~ut men and measures.7 

Suydam left after the puhliQatlon of the fourth num­

ber on January 22, 1834, and Ell1saontlnued alone. By 

Maroh of that year he had secured a contract to print the 

laws of Michigan Terr1tory. Laws passed at the sixth ses­

sion of the Legislative CounCil appea.red on the 19th that 

month and succeeding issues carried further enactments. 

.f 

This contrac t provided some financ1al help for the struggl­

ing paper, and more help came on June 27, 1835, when Charles 

6Ibld • -
7 Ib1d . , p . 2 . -
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O. P. Arndt became a partner. The paper added nand Wiscon­

sin Democrat If to its mas the ad a.t this time to signify 1 ta 

political allegiance. 

On September 5. 1835, twenty-one monthe after pub11-

cation ot the first issue, the Oreen.BaI Intelligenoer and 

Wisoons1n Demoorat oompleted the first volume of twenty-six 

1ssues. Wlth the beginning of the second volume on Septem­

ber 12, 1835, the paper became a weekly but the size and 

price remained the same. 

That same summer Morgan L. Martin, a member of the 

Legislat1ve Council of Mich1gan Territory since 1831, and 

James D. Doty's. oousin and protege, establ1shed the Wisoon­

sin Free PresQ. to promote h1s campa1gn for delegate to 

Congress from the _ped ... off port1on of Michigan Terr1tory 

that would become Wisconsin Terr1tory as soon as the Michl-

gan statehood bill passed Congress. rtln appo1nted 

I 

W1l11am Stevenson publisher and Joseph D1cklnson ed1tor of 

the new paper whioh was the organ of the ooalition of eon­

servat1ve Democrats and Whigs. The prospectus announced that 

"the Free Press will be purely a Democratio paper, and w111 

sustain as far as Its 1nfluence may be exerted, rt1n Van 

Buren as PreSident, and Richard M. Johnson as V1ce PreSident, 

at the coming eleotion."8 The new paper waa thus a rival of 

the Ore en-Bay Intel11gencer whioh baoked the liberal wing of 

8wisoonsin Free Press,Ootober 2, 1835, p. 1. For 
biographical !n1ormation on Morgan L. Martin, see Reuben G. 
'l'hwa1tes, USketoh of Morgan L. Martin," Wi800nsin Historical 
Soo1ety, Collections, XI (1888), 380-384, Diotionary 0,1' 
W1soonsin B10graphy, 241-2. 



7 

the Demoorats headed by Stevens T. MaBon, Act1ng Governor 

of Miohigan, John Norvell, Poetrnaater at Detroit, and 

Jamea D. Doty, who wanted the seat in Congreas, too. Ellis 

grumbled that the W1sconsin Free Press was Morgan L. Mar­

tin's organ "started to publish him into off1ce," but he 

dld not mention the fact that he had deoided that Bummer 

to back Doty's campaign despIte his former doubts about 

Doty's loyalty to the Demoorat1c Party. The spl1t in the 

Democratio Party at Green Bay meant that Martin and Doty 

oanoelled out each other's votes. Martin reoeived ten 

more votes than Doty, but George W. Jones, the lead region 

candidate won the congress1onal seat. When the elect10n 

was over, Martlnsold the Wisoons1n Free Press to El11s and 

Arndt who were happy to buyout a pol1tioal and business 

oompetitor, and to add its press and type fonts to their 

own. 9 

Even though Ellis and Arndt obtained the contract 

for leg1slative printing in June, 1835, and were the prin­

ters for the sessions of the MIoh1gan LegIslative Counc1l 

at Green Bay 1n January, 1836, they oould not keep afloat 

f1nanoially. Their ed1torials pleaded for payment of sub-

cr1pt1ons, but the readers of the Green-Bay tntell1gencer 

and W1soonsin Demoorat were Just as ahort of oash as were 

9Green-~l tntelllienoer, Ootober 10, 1835, p. 31 
Laws of ~e Territory oj ~1Chigan, III, 1416-1411; Ellis to 
Lyon l Deoember 5, 26; 21, 1833 in the Lyon Papers 1n the 
William L. Clements L1brary, Ann Arbor, MichIgan oited in 
Alioe E. Smith, James tuane Dot)!;, Frontier Promoter (Madi-
son, 1954), 143-144, 148-150. . 

:, :~-.;: -

,( 
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the oditors. Although ElliG and Arndt made valiant efforts 

to cont1nue publication as a weekly, the1r newspaper dld 

not survive the summer of 1836. The last issue was dated 

June 1, 1836. In August they sold the paper to Charles 

i 

C. and Henry O. Sholes, experienced editors who had come to 

Green Bay the previous month . 10 

The Sholes brothers shortened the name of the paper 

to Wisconsin Democrat, increased its e1ze to fourteen by , 

twenty inches with five columns, and printed the1r f1rst 

issue on September 1, 1836. They continued the aer1al num­

bering of the previous paper by numbering their first issue 

as Volume Two, Number 43, although several weeks had elapsed 

sinoe the last issue of tho Green- Bar Intel11gencer and 

\'iisconsln Democrat , Volume '!We , Number 27, had appeared on 

June 1. 

The Bubscription price was increased to $2.50 a year 

if paid in advance . If not, the rate was $3 .00 a year. The 

new publishers refused to accept subscriptions tel' less than 

six montha . They annO'unoed that they wO'uld ignore all let .. 

tel's to' the editors that were not postpaid . The Wisconsin 

DemO'crat usually carried three to' tour columns of advertis­

ing and sometimes there were twO' pages of advertisements. 

Advertisements cost $lwOO per square inch for three lnser-

1~cMurtrie, 21- 23 . POI' biographi oal data on Charles 
C. and HenrY' O. Sholes see Dictionar, or W18con~1nB10graEhl' 
326, Works Progl'es8 Adm1n1sfratlon,ederal \lirl~ers Project, 
field notes (MSS) in Library of state Historical SOCiety of 
Wisconsin. 

. ", ...... ; 
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lons; and for every subsoquent insert10n the eost. was 

twenty-five cent s per square. l1 
,( 

Henry O. Sholes lett the WiscoBSin Demoerat in Novem· 

bel', 1836, and Charles C. Sholes became sole owner and edi­

tor . The issue of December .22,1836. carried .an advertise­

ment on page four which stated the editorial policy of the 

Wisconsin Democrat. L1ko its ·predecessor, the new paper's • 

policy was "to advance the interests and prosper1ty of 

W1sconain Terr1toryft and to "keep aloot tram party." Like 

its predecessor, the W1·sconsin DAmocrat Buffered from insuf­

f1cient financial support, 1rregularity of the malls, and 

d1fficulty of obtaining prlnters and paper, so that the 

paper orten fa1led to appear on schedule, it at all. 

'Although he announced that he did not 1ntend to print 

politically controversial 1tems, Sholes prom1sed to keep his 

readers informed about the activities of the Legislative 

Council and the United states Congress. Sholes not only 

published Legislat1ve Counc11 news, he also participated in 

making the news as member of the House of Representatives 

of the WlseonsinT-err1torlal Assembly from 1837 to 1840. 

Sholes also did some at the territorial print1ng in 1837, 

1838, and 1839. 

or e1ght months, April to November, 1839. Sholes wa 

a partner 1n the Wisoonsin Enguirier, edited at Madison by 

Josiah A. Noonan. Shol$s oontinued to edit the Wisconsin 

Democrat at Green Bay. Then 1.n the spring of' 1840, after a 

11wlscona1n Democrat, September 1, 1836, p. 1. 

', :".,;:. 
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fire in Green Bay's bus1ness distr1ct, Sholes ceased pub11-

oation of the W1..scons:tn Demoorat. He moved his equ1pment 

to Southport (Kenosha) where it was used to eetab11sh the 

Southport TelegI'aph in June. 12 

.' 

Both the Green-Bay Intel,11sencer and the W1sconsi.n 

Democrat carried a great amount of political newe. including 

the laws of the territory and of tne United States. The 

aocounts of' debates in the legislat1ve assemblies and in 

the Congress sbowed. the struggle for terr1torial status, 

for choice of' a cap1tal Site, and tor internal 1rnprovements, 

pre-emption laws, and banking laws. '!be editorials, letters 

to the ed1tors, advert1sements, reprints at manuals of 

etiquette. and notioes of' lyceum and. temperance meetings 

ind1cated the soc1al life of the period. 

The newspaper not only mirrored pioneer commun1 ty 

life but also served as a vehicle for promoting the growth 

and development of the territory. 

12McMurtr1e, p. 24. 

, ;'.:~ .• ': 
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CHAPTER II 

MIRRORS OF COMMUNITY LIFE 

The newspapers in Green Bay reflected communlty 11fe 

through the adVertisements whlch offerett food. furniture, 

cloth1ng, mediclnes, an4 turn1~hIng8, from pIns, needles, 

and ca11co for the housew1fe, to &hovels, axes, and guns 

for the farmer. Ed1torials and letters to the editor mir­

rored the desire ot the sottlers for schools, bOO~8, and 
) 

.churches. . ~e manners and morals of the age shIne through 

the editorials on ch1ld ~rainlng, on the duties of wives, 

i 

on temperance, and eduoation. NotIces of marrIages, divoroes, 

bIrths, and deaths reflected happiness; soolal conflict, , 

~nnd bereavement.- The literature reprinted in the newspapers 

indIcated the preoccupatIon ot the people of the 1830's with 

sentImental romances, wIth success storles of men who rose 

from rags to riohes, or ot those who fell from riches to 

rags. The Yankees who oame to Green Bay believed in the 

PurItan philosophy that materlal success was a s1gn of God ' 

.blessing on ·a thrIfty, hard-work1ng man. 'lbey also be11eved 

that the Demon Rum caused the downfall of those who ended 

~ '. their l.1vealn .the poorhouse , and. 80 they promoted the cro-

. sade for temperance, and urged all to sign the pledge of total 

abst1nence. In addIt10n to giving a conorete picture of' the 

11 

..... ;_ . 
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kinds of fashions, furniture, and food of Green Bay, the 

advertisements ,also provided financial support for the neWB-
,/ 

paper and gave the merohant a showcase for his goods. 

The first bUsiness men who established the1r stores 

in and around Green Bay contributed materially to the sup ... 

port of the newepaper. The adVertisements of John P. Arndt, 

Daniel Whitney, Alexander J. Irwin, ~eter White, the firm 

ot Dequlndre & Eberts, and many others who oame later, pro-

vided the capital Ellis and Sholes needed in order to pub-

11sh beoause SUbscribers were few and· often remiss in their 

payments . l 

The advertisements also refleoted the advanoes made 

1n the construct1on of the settlers' homes and stores. In 

the early period the homes were made of logs set upright in 

thegrouna, plastered over with clay, rooted with bark, and 

whitewashed. Homes of the wealthy were of squared loga laid 

horizontally and dove-tailed at the corners. After Dan1el 

Wh1tney establi8hed his ,sawmill up the L1ttle Kaka11n, and 

John P. Arndt started the Hill Creek Mille, more and more 

hom.ea were made ot sawed lumber. 2 

Daniel Whitney was one at the most enterprising ot 

the Yankee business men who came to Wisoonsin Territory. 

He bought land on the slte of Green Bay in 1829 and la1d out 

lOreen-Bal IntellltenCer , December 11, 1833, p. 3; 
Deoember 25, 1833. pp. 3, • 

2Ib1d.; Deborah B. Mart1n, Hi8tO .. ~ .., .. ""'."nu ....... _.u,z , 

wBsconS1n~st an<.", Present (Ch1cago, 191~), I~ l81 18g 
1 8; will am 'I> Raney, wisconsin, A StOry of Progress 
York, 1940) I 200. . ' .J . • , 

:,. : .. , 
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the town of Navarino. By 1830 he had completed a wharf and 

warehouse, and had also bu11t a hotel, the Washington House, _ 

a achool, and several houses for the carpenters 1n his em­

ploy. He had warehouees all along the river and ran his 

own stea.mers. S 

From 1830 to 1840 Whitney continued building opera­

tions as fast as materials and necessary supplies could be 

obtained.. He oontinued to advertise his various business 

.I 

interests in the Green-Bay IntelligenceI' and Wisoonsin Demo­

crat. In return, Ellis wrote a long artiole descrIbing the -
plot of Navarino and praising the enterprise of' the prop:ri ... 

etor. Ellis wrote that Navarino now had 60 buildings and 

that everysnop and house was occupied. He also pointecl out 

that the prospect of the sale of public lands 1n the vicin1ty 

was putting new 11fe and vigor into the area and Buggested 

that Whitney should set aside a square for public bUl1dings. 4 

Ellls was enthusiast1c, too, about other slgns of 

progress 1n Green Bay. He ment10ned that J. P. Arndt was 

building a schooner, the tlW1sconsln", which would be launched 

in August, 1835. ltThls 1s the first vessel undertaken on 

thls alde of' the lake," sald Ellis. He added that there was 

a rumor to the effect that soon Ii steamboat would ply between 

take Winnebago and the Wlsconsin Portage.5 

3Mart1n. Hlsto~ of' Bro~m County, I, 48-55l Ella H. 
Nev1lle, sarah G. iiir1:n and Deboril'i B .. Martin, H1stor10 
Green Ba:,[, 1634-1840 (Green Bay I. t'l1s. J 1893), 199 .... 2<'50. 

4Green ... Bay Inteillgenoer, April 9 . 1835, pp. 2,3. 

5Ib1d. -

. :. ' 
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By December 30, 1835, the Green-BaY intelligenceI' 

and W1scons1nDemooratwas 'boasting that "not 1e'8s than 50 , .. 
houses, atores, and warehouses to cost $75,000 would be 

erected in Navarino and A~tor next Beacon,," and that Whitney 

was about to add 400 lots to the plat of Navar1no on the 

north side of the East River. As an 1nducement to settlers 

who found lots in Green Bay too expensive , Ellis wrote that 

the plat of the new town of Fond du Lac had been surveyed 

and 700 lots would be ready for sale within a week. 6 

The newspapers reflected living conditions in Green 

Bay through the advertisements for tools, kitchen eqUipment, 

furniture and furnishings. The early arrivals usually 

brought the bare minimum of furniture and bulkier equipment 

because of the high cost of transportation. They first pur~ 

chased the essent1al tools, 8uch as saws, axes, shovels and 

crude plows. They used nail kegs for chairs and made rough 

plank beds. Then when their finanoial cond1tion had improved, 

and when transportat1on v1a the Erie Canal and the Great Lake 

became faster and cheaper, they bought finer furniture and 

the latest patent stoves. 7 

Dequ1ndre & Eberts advert1sed many of the article 

n.eeded by new settlers, including various kinds of saws, knives, 

locks and percussion caps, as well as kitchenware, such as 

6lb1d ... Dee. 30, 1835, p. 2. -
7Larry Oara" A Short History of Wisconsin (Madison, 

1962), 48; H. Russell Austin, The Wisconsin s£o~, the Bu11d­
in£,> of a Vantmard state (f.111waukee, 1948), 51 j Trs. John H. 
KinzIe, wau-aunt the Eirl~ Da;y; 1n the North,west, ed. by Louise 
"helps Kellogg Menasha, . Is., i§48), 83-84 • 

.. .. ". 
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frylng pans, tea. CMS, and tablespoons . t(ear-aighted readers 

of, the newspapers CQuld purchase Rogers spe.ctacles, and 

there were fish hooks for f1ehe:r'men, and l~tchee and screws 

for oarpenters. 8 

~J 1835 inventions were spreading to the frontier. 

l 

P. H. Stevens of Detro! t aCvertised In the Green-Bay Intel­

llgencer and tUs~on61f! Democrat "Stanley's Pa.tent Rotary 

Stoves for sale at manufacturer's prices. adding transporta­

tion." '1bls new stove had many improvements. The aaver·· 

tiser pOinted out the salient ones: a tin oven furnished 

with a rack whloh could be raised and lowered, and a oircular 

plate which could be turned by a crank to bring the top 

bak1ng element nearer the f'1re. 9 

, Although essential items of' hardt,tare and cooklng equip­

ment wet'e available in the store 1n 1835, 1 t was not until 

1839 that ,!'1ne furnitUre began to 00 advert1scd. William 

Mitchell advert1sed 1n the Wiscons1n Democrat of February 5, 

1839, a number of items of' furniture such aa hair Bofas, 

bureaus, dress1ng tables, dining tables, tea tables, mahogany 

work stands, bedsteada, rooking chairs. fanoy cha1rs, and 

common chairs. In that same issue, Brainard and Jones adver­

tised "a large assortment of' furniture for sale at reduced 

prices for cash. n 

Just as the early settlers had to make their own crude 

rurn1tu~ until 1mprovement 1n transportat1on made it eas1er 

Boreen-Bel !ntel1isencer, December 25, 1833. p. 4. 

9Ib1d., December 2, 1835, p. 3 . .......... 

. ~.; 
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to 1rnpol't furni t ure from the Eas t # so:) too I t hey were f'Ol"ce·d 

to live off the land for a g-reat part of the year, espec1al~ 
.( 

l:r during the period when the lakes were f rozen . 

I1t the early days but t.e r- WIlS 3(,;a{·I}~. Although the 

French had kept some "black ca."!;t· l~!', these \'1ere no t enough to 

prm/1de milk. butter and ch'~ese for the increased popula­

tion . Sugar Wll.a scaroe, too, but nWiaoonein in the eal'ly 

days wal! one hiZ a.piary. The)''e waa honey in hollot'l trees 

everywhere . And 6uga1' maples grew on many hillsi.des." In 

the spring the Yanl(ees rol!owed the lead of their 'renoh 

nelgh.'boI'e and went out to the suga!' maple groves to (}o11ect 

the sap , boil it down andmal<:ecakes of maple sugar. l11acon .. 

sin woods also provided berries , hiokory nuts, butternuts, 

blaok walnut5, hazelnuts, ol'abapples and an abundance 'Of wild 

game such aD pheasants, turkey, deer , and bear.10 

As settlemont adVanoect. more goode were available in 

the general storeD in Gr?cn Bay. The stock consisted of 

dried apples, salt pork , baked beans , rice l flOUr, ~olass~s 

and. whiskey. .Dequlndl''fI 81 Eberts aClvertlse<l an extensive 

stock of groceries: "Imperial h~s()n , youna hyson and blaok 

Teas - Java, lab"'U1ra , St . Domingo and green coffeell and apIces, 

sugar,. tobacco and snuff I plus a "general asaol'trnent. of a 

fine quality and very superIor flavor of wines, and one 

quarter cask of Frenoh brandy .. the only spirituous liquors 

kept . ,,11 

10 
Harry E. Cole, ~ta~ec~aeh and Tavern Tales. of the 

Old Northwest (Cleveland, 1 36), 213. 
11 

Oreen-Bar Intell1ieneer, December 25, 1833, p. 4. 

' :"'.:: . 
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JUdg1ng from the ed1torial 1n the April 5, 1834 issue, 

there was .no need for anY' person in Green Ba., 61' vicinity ,( 

to starve , Eills pointed out that Green Bay waters teemed 

with a great varlety and a hlgh quality of flsh, including 

p1ckerel, pike, sun flsh, perch, rock bass, black bass, 

wh1te bass, and whi te'fish.- Aecor<Ung to Ellis, a pecuU.ar 

fish called the sheep'she8:\and remarkable tor the s1nging 

sound 1t made could be heard for a mile or more in the 

waters of the Bay. 

A year later, A. H. Arndt &' Qompany advertised goods 

that "bear comparison w1 th Detro! t ' s *' If 'lbeir advertisement 

ended with the hopeful note that "provisions and OhiO pro ... 

duce" were expected soon. Ev1dently the pI'oduce from Oh1.o 

was sold Q.u1ckly because 1n June Elll s reported that ttour 

produce market 18 entirely gleaned. u He compla1ned that 

there was not a ~ozen barrels of flour or pork tor sale 1n 

Green Bay, and that both these items had been expens iv e all sea­

son. An 1nd1cation that Oreen Bay citizens depended on Oh10 

farmers for their produce 1s the ed1tor ' s comment that there 

had been a scarCitY' of all kinde of Oh10 produce that season . l2 

Altbough this seemed to be an odd time to start a 

bakery business, John MoOwlre and Barney O' Nlel and Company 

announced to the cit1zens ot Navarlno and Green Bay that they 

had started a bakery, and hoped to receive trade from the local 

people.13 

12Ib1d., April 9. 1835, p . 3; June 13, 1835. p . 2 . 

13 8 Ibld., June 27. 1 35, p . 3. -

" :r ~;" . 
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A few months later Ellis encouraged hIs readers 

i 
to plant fruit trees by point1ng out that the so11 and 

climate of Green Bay were satisfactory for growing apple 

trees, and by pra1sing the ability -of the New England farmers 

who had migrated to Green Bay.. He noted that settlers bad 

been buying apples broUght . from Ohio and Michigan "generally 

Indifferent" 1n quality and pr1ced at from ten to slxteen 

shl11lngs per bushel. Again, 1n the mIddle of wtnter, 

Ellis pOinted out that food pr1ces were h1gh and provisions 

were scarce. "Pork ls $20 and $30 per barrel; flour $15 

to $251"14 

Pour years later, Sholes scolded his readers for not 

mak1ng gardens. He sald that it was t1me that more attentIon 

was paid to agricultural pursu1ts so that they did not have 

to import food from the East. "Although Green Bay had been 

settled longer than any other sectIon of the terr1tory," and 

had fertile soil and good ollmate, she waD stlll dependent 

upon neIghboring states for food that could well be raised 

at home. Sholes criticized the speculators who were re­

sponsible for the inflation and paniC beoause they had en­

oouraged spending money on useless bu1lding wh1ch should have 

been applied to the improvement and cult1vation of farms. 

Sholes admitted that Green Bay was a handsome town with sev~ 

eral fine blooks of stores, elegant homes, etc., but when 

there i8 suoh a rage for speculat1on, these rancy buildings 

and homes do not provide subSistence, he said. He urged 

14 . 
Ibid., December 30, 1835, p. 2; and September 12, 

1835', p. a:--

" '~ " -
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the bus1ness men to turn to farm1ng 80 that Green Bay would 

beoo~e a oommun1ty of producers as well as conaumers.15 
,( 

By May, Sholes was boast1ng that about "10,000 bushels 

of wheat will be raised th1s year at or within ten miles 

of Green Bay." Ground into flour, this would, he thought, 

be enough to provide bread for the populatIon for the next 

year. He was hopeful that the settlers would be able to ex­

port their surplus beoause farmers at Fond du Lao, at 

Brothertown Settlement , and at other pOints, were cultivating 

big farms .16 

Sholes continued his oampa1gn tor gardens by reprint­

ing trom tbe Malne Cultlvator a paragraph of instruction 

for gardeners whlch warned them to walt untll the earth was 

warm before casting seed lnto the ground. The next month 

Sholes announced the formation of a County Agricultural 

Soc1ety whose alm would be to promote the science of agri­

culture in Brown County and throughout Wisconsin Territory.l1 

In October, Sholes ohallenged Wisoonsln farmers to 

beat Green Bay ' s record for production of"monste"" vegetables . 

He called attention to a turnip grown on a farm near Green 

Bay. It weighed 9 pounds, 10 ounoes. The editors of the 

Milwaukee SentInel and the Miners ' Free Press ( Mlneral 

'oum ) aooepted hIs ohallenge. The edl tor of the Milwaukee 

SentInel boasted that a subscr1ber had raIsed 26- 1/2 pounds 

15Ibld., April 16, 1839; p. 2. -
16Ibld., May 7 , 1839, p . 3. -
l1Ibld., May 28, 1839, p. 3; June 4, 1839, p_ 3. -

...... ,;.-
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of potatoes from 1-1/2 pounds planted the prev10us June 10th. 

Sholes retorted that a Mr. Ryan of Howard Townsh1p had 
.t 

raised 56 pounds of potatoes from 1-1/2 poundS planted May 1 

and dug October 2nd.. Sholes' next o1'fensive was b1s report 

of a SUbscriber who had raised 101 bushels of yellow corn 

to the acre on the Fond du Lac prairie. IS 

The editor of the Milwaukee Advertiser then challenged 

Brown County to produce a turn,lp as big as the one brought to 

his ofr1ce by one ot h1s readers . It measured 35 inches in 

circumference and weighed 15 pounds . However, Sholes refused 

to yield to the Milwaukee editor because he was sure that 

Brown County farmers would bring in much bigger vegetables 

than that before the season was over. Governor Henry Dodge 

then entered the contest on the side of the Miners ' Pree 

Press by presenting the editor with a ·turnip that measured 

36-1/2 inches in Circumference and weighed 23-1/2 pounds. 

Sholes then called on the Green Bay farmers to produce a 

turnip, equal 1n size to the Governor ' s or "we must own our­

selves beaten, at lea.st in the rutabaga line .• ttl9 

Even though Wisconsin farmers were beginning to 

produce more of the1r own grain and vegetables, theystlll 

found it necessary to import clothing and aoce8sorie&. The 

advertising pages reflected the fash10ns of the 1830 ' s --

18Wleoonsln Dpmocrat, October 1, 1839, p. 2; M11wau­
kee Sentinel, reprinted In W1soonsin Democrat, Ootober IS, 
1839, p . 2. 

19M11waukee Advertiser repr1nted in Wisoons1n 
Democrat, October 29, 1839, p. 2J Ibid., November l~, 1839, 
p . 3. -

", ' 
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the calioo, muslin, sllk and laoe rancled by tbe women, and 

the tall beaver hats, frock coats, and broadcloth panta-
,( 

loons worn by the dandles on the frontier. There were few 

tallors on the frontier, but the general stores carrled 

large assortments of dry goods and ready made cloth1ng. One 

of the few tailor shops opened 1n Navarlno by 1833 was that 

of E. Murray who stocked Jlfrock and dreas coats, vests and 

pantaloona, caps, shlrts, fancy handkerchiefs, blue, black, 

and olive broadcloth, and an assortment of f1rat-rate 

trimmings . H20 

Dequlndre &: Eberts general store, also located 1n 

Navarlno, 801d boots and shoes tor men, women, and ch1ldren 

"a~ as low rates as they can purchase In Detrolt. J1 They 

also advertlsed "jewelry, clooks, watches, seals.t keys, 

muslcal boxes, pla1n finger and wedding rings." A w1de as­

sortment of "eatlnets, muslln; gingham, IrlBh 11nen, be ver­

teen, fustian, Silk, and lace" \'Ie1'e also available at their 

store. The proprietors a180 offered to accept country pro· 

duoe in return for their merchandise, and sollQited tJlumber, 

corn, oats, soft and hard WOOd, furs and peltrles. 21 

Even though El1ls abhorred fllghty women of fashion, 

he needed the revenue from advertisements, so he continued 

to run advertisements such as those of Antoine Dequindre 

who called attention to hle new shipment of "ladles' silk 

and satin hats and bonnets .. " The merohants also offered to 

20areen-aay Inte11lgencer, December 25, 1833, p. 3. 
21 4 Ib1d., p. • -
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sell "gentlemen's cloth ano velvet caps-- a very neat 

article. 22 
i 

The Panic of 1837 made the Green Bay merchants even 

more competitive than 1s usual for Yankee bus1nessmen. That 

thIs competition was becoming keen is ev1dent from the 

advert1sement J. Wilk1ns inserted in the Wisconsin Democrat. 

W1lkins, complaIned about compet1 tora who cut prices a.nd an-
I 

nounced , tha t he waa not yet foreed to ~'lork at reduced 

pr1ces to buy customers. He may have been referring to ' 

A. H. Clark, also a tallor, who opened a shop one door north 

of the Navarlno Hotel and advertised in that same issue, or 

to E. Murray, a regular advertlser. 23 

WilkIns placed a muoh more satirical advertlsem~nt 

when he parod1ed the patent medicine advertIsements for the 

"Matchless Sanative." He began his advertisement by calling 

his tailor shop the "ant1blI1ous hydrau11c tallor t)hop." 

He assured prospect1ve customers that "his matchlese medi­

cine ' ••• if properly administered, seldom fails to give 

sat1sfactlon. u24 

D. G. Smith, who operated a barbershop in Green Bay 

also sold both new and second-hand clothes, and made old 
, 

clothes look aa good as new. He told Green Bay readers that 

' they could buy all kinds of fruit and. candy at hie store; 

nd also Great 'Western Bear's 011 to make them look I-Ike 

22Wlsconsln Democrat, June 13, 1835, p. 3. 

23Ib1d ., February 5, 1839, p. 4. -
24 8 Ibl0., July 23, 1 39, p. 3 -

" 
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sleeki1alrod men o.r distinction. 25 

By November of' that year, Peter White, t'tho st.arted 

out as a book salesman, had entered the competition. He 

took a Mr. Drlgg;s in as his partner and the new firm ad­

vertised various kinds of yard goode as well as Hshoes, 

boots " blankets and atroud1ng , " a ooarse material traded 

to the Indians for pel ts and fj.sh. 26 

Another' r ival for the tailor1ng bUsiness of Green 

Bay, \'1 . S. Porter, announeed the opening of his. shop on 

Washington Street in the February 4, 18JI-0 issue. 

The new villages near Green Bay also attracted mer­

chants. J. F. Cox and Company announced the opening of 

their ne\,l store at DeFere in the issue of January 28, 1840. 

They carried an extensive stook ot clothing and yardage as 

\>le1l as ladioa and men ' s ready-made clothing. 

.I 

The Green Bay newspa.per not only reflected the rash ... 

ions of the ora through its advert1sements, but also aoted 

as arbiter of manners and morals. The tenor of the editor 1 .. 

ala and articles showed that the writers 'believed that 

following the fashions was a pernioious evil, and that 

women might use their time to better advantage by training 

the1r children to become moral and useful citizens. Lantures 

about the evil of fashion were contributed by a writer who 

sl{?,,ned himself "Brief Remarker." As an author also of 

manuals on ch1ld tra1ning, he believed strongly in teaching 

25Xb1d ., August 6, 1839, p . 4. -
26Ib1d., November 19, 1839, p. 3 • 
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children to develop all their nental and bod1ly skills so 

that they would not become paupers in their old age. 27 

Evidently there was sorne relationship between being 

.I 

a slave to fashion and becoming a pauper, at least in the 

mind of' ":Brief Remarker," for he next wrote a long homily 

warning those who follow the latest fashions that they were 

taking the road to t'Uin. 28 Perhaps the author equated moral 

and finanoial ruin. Ellis agreed w1th his contributor's 

ideas about fashion and child tra1ning s1noe he pr1nted 

almost two columns of advice about rearing chIldren in 

wh1ch he pointed out that tl even infants need the rod. lt29 

The next year Ellis reprinted an extract from Itan invalu­

able work'! on family government in \'lhich the author urged 

parents to govern their' children. He promised to reprint 

frequently from this work, The Mother at Home, written by 

S. C. Abbott. Ellis not only shook a warn1ng finger at 

frivolous women who wore fash10nable clothes, but also 

printed rules to be followed by ,.,.omen who wished to be duti­

ful 'Wives. In December, he rcminded husbands that allowIng 

wornen to read too many novels would result in neglect of 

fam1ly and housework. The editor did not condemn all works 

of fiction, but urged the need fer kno~fing the classics and 

27areen-BaY Inteillgencer, February 19, 1834, p. 4. 

28IbId., Maroh 5, 1834, p. 1. -
29 Ibid., fJ{arch 19,1834. p. 1--

... 
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avoiding most romances because they corrupted morals. 30 

Under Sboles' editorship, the Wisconsin Demoorat oon-
1 

tlnued to print advice formotheI's. Sholee reprinted three 

rules for young mothers from the Churoh watchman. One rule 

required daily readlng fl"om the Scriptures to strengthen 

them for the n trials and vex.a. tiona of the day. Il The second 

suggested that they teach their children to pray morning 

and night. The third oautionedmothere against allowing 

others to superintend the devotional exercises of their 

children . 31 Shole.s extended hls oonoern beyond advioe for 

moral upbringing of children. He advised women to rise 

early ana go for a long walk before breakfast to "fortify 

the oonsti tution against the enervating heat of summer and 

the raging blasts of coming winters . ,,32 

i 

Atter admonishing his feminine readers to fortify 

their const1tutions by daily walke, Sholes reprinted an 

article from the Baltimore ClIPper which severely criticized 

women ' s fash1ons. Headed, "Fashlons .. ·Tlght laCings'" the 

art1cle began with a quotation from the Irish poett Tom 

Moore, who praised the heathen Greeks who did not distort 

nature by nsqueezlng her masterwork 1nto the shape ot an hour 

glass. II According to Sholes.. the fashion of t .lsh t lac ings 

led to consumption. 80 the proud beauty came to an early 

31Ib1d., May 28, 1839, p. 2 • ........... 
32Ib1d. ~ lIT"veroner 5. l839~ p. 2. -
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grave 'tthe v10tim of' her own vanity. "33 

'lbe newspapers portrayed another facet of community 

life when the editors printed announcementa of' marr1ages 

wh1ch meant the establishment of new homes, divorce notices 

wh10h 1ndioated soolal oonfliot _ and obituar1es to note 

the death of an infant, a young wite, or an elderly plo-

neeI'. Beoause spaoe was at prem1um, and because Ellts 

and Sholes dld not consider soolal news important, they 

publ1shed only brief announoements of marr1ages, and then 

only those of business or po 11. tical leaders. Two or three­

ltne announcements appeared when James D.Doty, Charles 

c. P. Arndt, and the ed1tor, Albert G. ElliS, returned to 

the East for brides. Divoroe notlces 1ncluded only the 

legal announcement, and obituaries, too, were only two or 

three lines long. 

i 

In March, Ellts printed e1ght announcements of 

marriages witnessed by the Reverend Samual Mazzuchelli, O.f., 

the Reverend Richard F. Cadle, Louis Grignon, and by A. G. 

Ellis who took time off fr·om hlB edl tortal duties to offici­

ate at one of these marriages . In Apr11, the paper published 

brief accounts of two marriages, and in June only one, that of 

Charles C. P. Arndt, co-partner in the new8paper. 34 

Marr1age notices cont1nued to appear in the Green-Bay 

IntelligenceI' and Wisoonsin Democrat. Aocompany1ng the 

33Balt1more Clipper, repr inted in Wisconsin Demoorat, 
February 4, 1840, p. 1. 

34Green~BaY intelligenceI', March 5, 1834, p. 3; Apr1l 
Q, 1835, p. 3 and JUne 13, 1835, p. 3 . 
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husban,q., .. 36 
\.~~ . 

Another ind1cation of commun1.t:~r s treJ.n mirrored in 

the newopapers tlere items shoirlng f ear of embracing the 

married at,a t.e 11 as e)~empl1r1ed by the account of a bache lor 

\'Jho c0n1lJIH~ 1~ e(1 su:tcj.de rather' than marry h1,s bet)'o thNl;. or 

the (;yn~t.ca l c(,Jmmenta about nu:tc~_c:es blamed on "family dlr. .. 

f1cult1etL. 1137 

What,ever may haVE~ bt)en the prevalent a ttitude toward 

marr-1age ln t.he J.830 ' s .. it was t he cus t om to m.e morialize 

the cteHth of a husband or' \'/1fe by a sentimental poem such 

as those Sholes printed in flIay and June . '!be doleful pic­

ture of the rt wecplng hus band bending in angui sh ove r het· 

.tomb '! published in the J une 1ssue must have sent many a 

sa l t y t ea.r trickling down t he pagee of t he Wi scons5.n Demo'" 

-'rat 38 c .,,'" 

Althou~l the quality of t he poetry and pr ose printed 

i 

in the nC~lSpaper lias not high .. and sentiment wo.s equateC with 

1:ltere~ry 131<111 J t h e Yankee ae tt1ers who came to Green Bay ~:ere 

deepl y interested in schooling f or t heir children. The edi­

t ors oommented often on t he need fo r' educa t ion, pUblicized 

the in1t:l,al att emptfJ to open schools, and ref.'lec ted the 

settlers ' desire foT' educ@.tion---a t least i n t he practioal 

subjects euch as ari thrnetlc , reading " 1'frlt1ng , and surveying . 

Ellis taught in the Episcopal tUsslon School for a number of 

36
Jbi9 . , April 23, 1839, p . 3 . 

37rbi d ., June 4, 1839, p. 9 ; July 16, 1839; p . 3. -- . 

38Ibid . " May 7 t 1839, p . 1; ,June 4, 1839 , p. 3 • 
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to express his own opinion in a forthcoming 1saue.41 

His promise wast'ulf111ed that same month in an 
l 

article in which he related the history of the school which 

had educated a great many poor children and indigent Indians 

since 1t was opened in 1829. ?'he school had succeeded, Ellis 

said. despite prejud1ce and opposit10nj and the present at .. 

tack upon thesuperlntendent and two of hie assistants was 

l\td by ignorant and biased people who felt that any corporal 

punishment was bad. no matter what the offence. Ellis com­

pared the relat10nship of the superintendent and teachers 

to the students as that of parents to their children. He 

also said that the idea that any kind of family disc1p11ne 

was contrary to law was an insult to the commonsense of 

his readers . The mission controversy took up valuable space 

in four issues of h1s newspaper. In April, Ellis announced 

that he had received 42 pages of' closely wr1tten manuscripts 

from both parties to the quarrel. S1nce 1t would take at 

least three pages of the newspaper to print the letters, 

Ellis begged to be excused from print1ng communications from 

anyone 1n regard to the matter.42 Desp1te his preoccupation 

w1th the mission school controversy, Ellis found time and 

apaoe to publicize the open1ng of a day school 1n Navarlno. 

He encouraged Green Bay parente to ta1(e advantage of this 

opportunI ty to educate their ch1ldren. Although the Navarino 

school was ready for scholars, teachers were hard to find. 

411010. •• March 5. 1834, p. 3. -
421b1o. .• , March 19. 1834. p. 2. -
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Late that summer, the sohool ot1'iolalswe.re still ' advertis­

ing for a teaoher with good recommendations . The next montl1 ' 

Ellis printed the text 'of a bill passed bY, the Legislative 

Council of Mlchigan Territory to tax monied or stook corpora­

tions for support of common schools . The Governor of Michi­

gan Territory dld not approve the bill . Ell is was dlsap- ' 

pointed at his veto because the tax bill '''8013 one of h1s pet 

projects . 44 

A year later a box advertisement announced that 

William White had opened '8 school in Navar1no to teach Eng­

lis Literature , Latin , Greek and Prench. Wh1te promised 

"to pay particular attent10n to Orthography , Etymology,. the 

first part of Prosody. lnoluding accent , quant1 ty, ernph,as:1.s, 

pause &nd tone . If He prOmised also "to initia.te the scholars 

into the art of Syntactioal ParsIng in an easy and almost 

imperceptIbl e manner. " A private class in hench would also 

be taught for adults if there was sufficient enrollment . 45 

'!be nex.t year J . V. ~ydam announced the opening of' a 

boarding and day sohool , ItThe Green Bay Select School lt
• '!he 

course of study for the lower branches included Mathematics, 

Geography; Map Drawing, ProtI'act1ng, Gr ammar , Rhetor1c , 

Composit1on, Geometry , Natural Philosophy, Astronomy , Modern 

History. The expense per quarter for board a.nd tuiti on was 

44I bi d. , August 2 , 1834, p . 3J M1chi gan Territory, 
Council Journal, 1834, p . 17 . 

45Green- Bay intel ligenceI' and Wisconsi n Democrat, 
August 6; 1835; p. 4. 

. ... ,.: . . 



32 

$25.00 for the lower branches . For the higher classes" 

which included all the subjects ta.ught in the lower branchef}~ 

plus Survey1ng , Geography, M.oral Ph11osophy, Natural History, 

Latin, Greek and French, and poss1bly Music and Painting, 

the cost per quarter for boaI1derBWOuld be $30.00. nay 
scholars paid $4.00 per quarter for the lower classes and 

$5.00 for the h1gher branches. Each pupil brought his own 

bo(.)ks, paper, penCils, bedding and towels . The notice ended 

with the assurance that boys and girls would live in separate 

apartments andwGuld eat at the table with the prinCipal and 

be under his eonstant supervis1on. 46 

Suydam, co-founder · of the Green- Bay In"te1.l1gencer, was 

making hi s third attempt to establi.sh himself in Green Bay .. 

He had opened a saddle and harness shop after he left the 

newspaper; and had also surveyed land occasionally. There 

were no reports in the newspaper to indicate how l ong 11'lbe 

Green Bay Select School" survived. 

When Sholes bought the newspaper, he joined in the 

crusade for education by wr1ting an eaitor1alon 19norance 

in the United States . Reest1mated that there were about 

1,500, 000 uneducated children 1n the United States, and 

about the s'ame number of uneducat ed adults . In another 

column Sholes quoted Everett ' s "Discourse on Eduoation" t o 

the effeot that "the intelligent are not vic1ous , and thus 

mental activity bu1lds standards tor a community and pro ... 

tects the virtue or the masses . n47 

46 .... Ib1d . , January 13, 1836, p . 3. -
41Wlscons1n Democrat , September 1 , 1836, p . 1 • 
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Sholes not only editorialized about the value of 

e.ducation, but he also permitted his wite, Rebecoa L. Sholes, ". 
to teach in the Navar1no School . 'l'he terms for instruction 

in "Reading and Writ1ng were $3.00 per quarter; and for all 

the branches of an Eng11sh education, the tu1tion was $4. 00 

per quarter . 1I48 

Although the Mission School continued to operate 

until 1838, the Episcopal Board of Missions foresaw a eus­

pension of their missionary aotivities in Green Bay because 

the Indians were being removed from the area. So they sug­

gested that the buildings be turned over to Wisconsin Terri­

tory for use as a university . A bill incorporating these 

suggestions became a law . in 1838. A board of twenty- trustees 

\'Ias apPOinted to whom the funds and property of the Episcopal 

Miss10n School were handed over to be applied for ~he benefit 

of the Wisconsin University of Green Bay "for the advancement 

of plety, scienoe" and learning." Among the members of the 

board of trustees were Albert G. Ell:!s"Charles C. $boles, 

John P. Arndt , James D. Doty , BlshopJackson Kemper, Daniel 

Whitney , and Al exander J. Irw1n. 49 

Charles C. Sholes, who was appointed secretary of the 

boa.rd of trustees, printed a boldface not1<.::e of the meeting 

481bid •• p . 4 • 
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of' the bGard to be held October 8, 1838. InJ'anuary, he 

published the news that the legislature had passed an act 
i 

to change the corporate name' of' the Wisconsin University of 

Green Bay to Hobart University_ After this change of' name, 

there was no other n6\18 about Hobart Un1versity . 'l'he terri­

tory 'a f'irst attempt to establish a university had failed. 50 

Although the people of Green Bay could not yet sup­

port a university, they showed a continuing interest in 

cultural societies. As early as January, 1834, Ellis pub­

licized the meetings of the Green Bay Lyceum whose members 

debated such quest10ns as: "Is the Oolonization SOCiety 

established for the benefit of' the blacks mOre benefioial 

to the public than the inf1uance exerted by temperance 

societies throughout the Union1" J. V. Suydam, secretary 

of the Green Bay Lyce.um, and another member read essays be­

fore the debate .. In February" Ellis pr1nted an argument made 

before the Green Bay Lyoeum in the winter of 1832 on the 

negative of' the question: t'ls- not the female sex pre-em1nent 

to the mala sex in goodness of' heart?" Four years later 

the members met to discuss the question: "Have the aborigines 

of our country grea1;er reason to complain of injuries per­

petrated against them by the whltes than the Africans?" Next 

month the intellectual set of' Green Bay met to discover 

whether prlntlngor the mar1ner ' s compaQ" was the invention 

5Owlscons1n Demoorat, September 29, 1838 , p . 1 and 
Janua!'f 1, 1839, p . 3;£aW8 of vl1sconsin Terr1tory, 1838-
1839, 117. - . 
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of greatest benefIt to mankind . 8vIdently the members of 

the Green Bay LYQ6Um felt the impaot of the Panie ot 1837 

bec.ause when they met in April, 1838 they discussed whether 

t'it was useful for a government to make paper money, or to 

allow it to be made by any corporations or individuals ." 

i 

For a time the members retreated from the ·world of practical 

finance to discuss the relative merits. of republican and 

monarchical gove·rnment.s" It was not long t however, before 

the controversial question of the Wisconsi n Bank intruded 

upon their ivory tower . In October the members held their 

regular meeting at the school house in Navarino to debate 

the question: "Is the .bankor Wisconsin benefia1al to the 

people? tt51 

Books were not easily available in Green Ba.y in 

the ea.rly days,and1f we may accept without reservation the 

advertisement of Dequ1ndre &: Eberts" these gentlemen opened 

a lending library "at the Bo11cltudeof many ofoul:' friends 

and patrons". Their "e:x:tens1ve .assortment of beoks" included 

those chosen by the oultured reader of that period--h1atory, 

bIography, philosophy, travel , a.nd practical handbooks on 

agric\llture . POI' the flightier patrons, the I1brar'y offered 

a. number of r omances . The lending library continued to 

advertise from time to time and then closed . 52 

510reen-:say lntelligencer, January 8. 1834, p . 3; 
January 13, 1838, p . 3; PebrUary 5, 1834, p. 3J Wisconsin 
Democrat, February 3, 1838, Jh 3; Apr11 7, 1838, p •. 3; 
October 6, 1838, p . 3; october 23, 1838, p. 3. . 

52Green ... Bay Intel11sencer, December 25. 1833, p. 3 . 
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F1·\1e ye.arfil later J . rl11k1ns opened 8 e1rc1.11atl ng 

library in Astor which later became a part of Green Bay _ 

Hie service proved unprofitable, too, judging from his 

regular advertisements plead1ng with patrons t o return books 

and pay fees . The borrower who checked out the first voh· 

ume of Reoolleotions of a Champlqn i gnored vl11k:tna' repeated 

warnings • . By April , 1838, Wilkins apparently dec1ded to 

concede the victory to the man who borrowed a vol ume about 

a champion . The last advertisement for WU.klns t library 

appea.red .1n Sept ember .. Apparently Wilkins decided to 

concentrate his attention on his tailor shop. 53 

Although the circulatIng librari es fal1ed, it was not 

because of l ack of interest on the pa.rt of the edItor of 

the Green--Bay ):ntelllsencer . Ellis promoted the cause of 

.. ' 

good reading by rev1ews of good books . He pralsedW111lam 

Cobbett ' s works. such as h1s Advice to Young Men and Women, 

and books of travel,. biography , natUral h1story, agricultu:ra , 

and horticulture . Ellis critioized romances , and excluded 

al l flctton except the claSSics from the library of a cul­

t ured c1tizen . The fol10wlng Oc t ober , Ellls reViewed H. R. 

Schoolcra.ft ' s Narrat1\re and Experi ments on Gaet,rle Juices . 

of the Stomach, by Dr. William Beaumont, a former surgeon . . . . . 

a t; Fort Hov/ard . 54 

53wlscons1n Democrat, April 28, 1838, p . 1; September 
1, 1838, p . 1. . 

54Green-Bay IntelligenceI' , February 19 , 1834, p.-. 1; 
October 9, 1834, pp . 2 , 3. 
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J. v. Su.yda.m also tried to raise t he cultural level 

of Gr-een Bay by organiz1ng a Reading Asaociation whose 

members would. reView: books of the type selected by Ell1s. 

'lhe ReadIng Association sUt"lived at l east unt1l March, 1831 

because a notice of a meet1ng scheduled that month appeared 

in the l'l1sconsin Democrat . 55 

,( 

Up until 1836, Oreen Bay book buyers had to send to 

Detroit or to attica further east when they w1shed to buy 

books . L'1 September , 1836, Peter \11h1te opened a book store 

in Uavar'1no to cater to the book-buy1ng public . He stocked 

hlatcr1es , biographies, novels:J bibles, school books, 

statlonery,toys, and musical ins.truments, as well as fur 

ha ts, boots, and shoes . By 1837. Wh1 te had talcen a partner 

and had changed the name of hiS books.t ol"'e to the tfui te und 

Gallup Variety Store. He added medicine and hardware to his 

stockt'(h1ch was augmented the .following December by a big 

sh1pment of all kinds of' bookS .56 

Ell1s gave a qualified endorsement to the Fort Howard 

Military Thespian Society which presented the tragedy, 

"Douglas", and the tavee, "Family Jars"ln April" 1834. 

Ellis commented that he did not generally approve of theatr1-

cals but that since it gave innocent amusement to the soldlers 

and c1vilians; he could not object, providing the plays were 

ahosen w1th prudence . Proof that the citizens or Green Bay 

and 

5?wlscona1n Democrat, 

56Ib1d., Sept9mber 1 , 
December 30, 1837, p . 1 . 

. ;',,; 

March 3, 1831, p. 4. 

1836, p . 4; June 9, 1837, p . 3J 
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enjoyed :the playa 18 the fact that they contrIbuted $41.50 

to the ThespIan Society to finance future productions. 57 

.' 
Sholes'l(aa not as 11 beralas EllIS in regard to thea t­

r1cals . He commented that since the Maryland Senate had 

rejected a bIll to tax theatrioal performances, it was ev! ... 

dently unwilling to tax the "most prolific source of vice 

and crime ln thecountI'Y; viz., theatres. " In September. 

Sholes wrot e another bitter attack on the theatre. He 

pointed out that there were uvic loUB and ruined hundreds 

who O~le their degrad.at1~on to the demoralizing influence of 

the drama of the present day.uS8 

'!he newspaperS of Green Bay giv·e a graphic picture 

of' another h1ghly-important segment of frontier 11f'e-- the 

establishment or churches, and the struggles of the men sent 

out to do missionary work 1n that part of Miohigan Territory 

west of Lake Miohigan . 

When Ellis came to Green Bay in 1822 as a catech1st 

and lay reader for the Domestic and Foreign Miss10nary So .. 

olety of.' the Protestant Episcopal Church, there was no Episco­

pal Churoh for the American settlers at Green Bay. POllr years 

af'tel" his ar rival, Ellis attended a meet1ng called to organize 

an Episcopal Church. Ellis was appointed to the Vestry and 

was also appointed a warden. 'lhe men who attended that meet­

ing voted to etart a drive for :.funds for a ChUT'Ch to be built 

57Green- Bay Intell i gencer, April 5, l834, .p. 2. 

5Bw13conSln Democrat , April 7 , 1838, p . 2; September 
22, 1838, p. 2. ~-
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on the north side of Green Bay. El11s worked hard i n t his 

drive andeont1nued to part1c 1~te i n the actlvltle8 of' the i 

Vestry even t hou.gil he was often away f r om Green Bay on sur­

veying trips. When he became edit or 0.1" tne Green-:ea,yIntel~1 .. 

sence'r , he used the new.spapeI' to pub11eizeEplsoopal Church 

a c t ivities,. In the Chris t mas issue of 1833, Ba lls pr i nt ed 

a semon on ft "lhe. Nativi t y of Chr1st l1 pr obably wr i tten by 

t he Reverend .JUchard F. Cadl e who in 1829 had been assigned 

t o care tor the oneida Indians" and t o helporgan1~e t he 

church for the Americans a t Or een BaY'. ~9 
The next January Ellis prai8ed the Reverend 1l1chard 

P. Oadle' Who had given bis 8&:rv10e8 at no cost tor t he pas t 

year, and then announced that the Vestry had aaked the 

Reverend Cadle to become the permaRent rec t or at Chr ist 

Church Bpl,scopal in Green Bay. Episcopal serv:iees were con­

duct ed in the NaV8i'ino sohoolhouse until Chr ist Church was 

completed. Ellis kept a careful r eoord of expenditures. i n 

1836 and 1837 t or such 1 t ema a.amoving an organ from the m1s .. 

s1an to the Navar1:nosohool j and. tor replac1ng t he pipes and 

1 .t> ' 60 belows o. the organ. 

59 Reuben G. Thwai t ea (e d t) , IIDocument s Relatin~ t o the 
Episoopal Church a .. no .MiSSion 1nGreen . Bay J 1825 ... 1841, "~18con ... 
s1n His t orical Sooiety; Coll ect i oWil , XIV \1898), 450"':'1?S 
Albert Q. El11s, "Pltty",'our Years i ' Recolleatl.ons of Men and 
:Events in Wlscon~dn ,. If H1sconsin Historical .sOCiet y I CQllec­
t ions, VII (1908 ) ,217, 225, 236 jGreen-BayIntelU.gencer , 
D$cember 25, 1833, p . 4 . 

60 Oreen-:a.<t* I l1.tel11Senc.e,:t-, J anuary 22 , 1834, p . 3. 
For information sPout rlnanolal records see ReUben G. Ttlwa1t es 
(e d.) I " Documents Re l a ting to t he Epi s copal · Church and ~t1$s1on 
in Green Say, 1825-41., It W.1scons1n Historioal SoC1ety, Col l eo 
t :tons, XIV (1898), 509- 510. 
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'l'he following August, Ellis announced the arrival of 

t he Reverend Doctor s James Milnor and. Jackson Kemper. ' 

They had come t o Green Bay t o 1nspec t the mission 8choo1 

and t he cllurch. El11s invited Episoopalians t o attend ser­

vices t o 'be pr eached by the vi siting bishops at Fort Howard , 

Naval' :!.no ,. and t he mission . Bishops fi1ilnor' and Kemper s t ayed 

in Green Bay from Jul y 16, 1834 t o August 11. They not 

only preached and conduc t ed chur oh serv,lces, but also me t 

.' 

the church and military leaders during their' tour of invest i­

gation. Bishop Kemper also gave financ1al and moral support 

to Cadle and to his flook, and encouraged them in their 

building proJect. Ol 

'l'he lad1es auxiliary of the Episcopal Church aSSisted 

1n thedr1ve for tunds i t.oo. Ell1s complimented the ladie 

of t he Episcopal Sooiety because they had raised, almost t wo 

t housand dollars. 'l'hey returned the compliment by insert ing 

an advertisement thankIng the gentlemen "who so generously 

and gallantly aided them at thelraale." In October Reverend 

Richard Cadle acoepted the InvitatIon to the reotorsh1p of 

Christ Churoh and the members announced that they would begin 

to build a place of worship lrnmedlately.62 

lUllS took bis dutIes &s warden and vestryman seri .. 

610re~n-Ba.v tntel1 1,~n~er . Augus t 2 , 1834, p . 3; 
Jackson Kemper, liloumal 0 an Episoopalian Missionary's 
Tour to Greon Bay, 1834." Wisoonsin His t or i cal SOCiety , Col-
lections, XIV (1898), 394-449. . -

62Ibid., September 5, 1835, p. 3; September 12, 1835, 
p . 3; Octob~r 21~ ., 1835, p. 2. 
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ously. Evidently he thought that hi8 authority extended 

i 
over the choir a8 well as the finances of Christ Churoh 

Episcopal because he scolded the men who tried to sing 

treble in ohuroh tlbecause only women sing treble,1I He sug­

gested that the men who could not learn the bass part should 

keep still. 63 

By early 1839 the membership ot the Episcopal Church 

had grown enough to warrant bUilding another ohurch at Duck 

Creek. A notice for bids for its construotion appeared in 

February . The advertiser, Solomon Davia, called for a 

building 34 x 41 teet of Gothic architectuI'e which was to 

be finished by September 1 .. a oorrect1.on of a misprint in 

the advertleement appeared the next week.. The building was 

to be 34 x 48 feet. 64 

In September, 1839, Bishop JaCKson Kemper returned 

to Green Bay on the steamboat Go'ternor Marcy, and then left 

for the MiSSiSSippi via Pond du Lac, Fox Lake, Fort Winneba­

go , Madison and Mineral Point. During hiss tay at Green Bay, 

the bishop conseorated Hobart Church at Duck Creek which had 

been bul1t for the Plrat Christ1an Party of the Oneida Indi­

ans by their paator, the Reverend Solomon Davls. "'!bla,n 

wrote Shole8, Jtis the first Epi800pal Church consecrated in 

the Territory of Wisconsin, ana its Gothic architeoture and 

neatness would do honor to any part of' the West ." Sholes 

added that it was espeoially creditable beoau8e the Oneida 

63areen.aay IntelligenceI' and W1sconsinX)emoerat, 
December 9, i83~, p. 1. . 

64llU.d., Pebruary 19, 1839, p_ 3; Pebruary 26; 1839, 
p . 2. 
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I.ndians had set a good example to the wh1 te people. 65 

A new organ and bell tor Christ Church arrived on 

the Governor Marcy;, so all that waB needed now to make the 

church complete was a new rector to replace Cadle who had 

resigned in 1837 because of poor health . Since money was 

still needed the vestrymen announced a sale of pews to pro­

vide the money to pay for construotion and .furnlsh1ngs. 66 

.i 

The Presbyter1ans and Congregationalists also sent 

missionaries. to the tnd1ans and to the Americans on the 

frontier. 'lbe Reverend Cuttlng Marsh , a Congregationalist, 

organized a small group at Green Ba,y, but they had no perma-

nent ohurch. until the fall of 1836 when the Reverend Moeee 

Ordway founded the First PresbyterIan ohurch 1n Wisconsln 

at Green Bay. It was built in Astor on a lot donated by 

John Jacob Astor through Doty ' a promot1onal efforta. 67 

John Jaoob Astor a180 presented a bell to the new 

Presbyterian Churoh . Sholes announoed lts arrival on New 

Year ' s Da~# and sald that the s.ound of tbe church- going 

bel l would soon be heard 1n Green Bay f ·or the first time. 68 

65Ibld. , September 3, 1839,1>. 3. -
66Ibld. , October 1, 1839, p. 2; Reuben G. Thwaltea 

(ed.) , "DOcuments Relating. to the Episcopal Church and Mis­
sion 1n Green Bay, 1.8. 2~-1841'" Wiscons1n Historlal SOCiety, 
Oollections, XIV \1898), 497 . 

61W1111am P. Raney, Wlscons.in, A StOff otProl3res8, 
115; Alice E .• . Sm1th, James DUane Sty, pron~~lI' Promoter, 163. 

68w1800f!,Sln Democrat , January 1, 1839_ p. 2 • 
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Circuit riders of the Methodist Episcopal Church 

ministered to the spiritual naeal;! of its members in Wlsoon-

sin Territory. If there were no circuit riders in the 
i 

area, zealous ,laymen preached: . In 1832 the first Methodist 

church in Wisconsin was dedic'ated by John Clark at Kimberly, 

four miles from Appleton. The MethodJ..sts als'o bu11 t in 

Astor on lots donated by the proprietors . The only refer­

enoes to the Methodist Ohuroh in the Green ... BayIntelliseneer 

or the Wi8consin ~mocra~ were two stories, one printed 1n 

1837, and the other in 1838. In the first story, Sholes 

boasted that Green Bay now had three churehes ... -Episcopal, 

Presbyter1an and Methodist. In 1838, Sholes printed a brief 

new.e ltem to the effect that the Method1st conference ot 

bishops had dismissed several preachers for 1nterfer1ng 

with abolition . 69 

Incredible as it may seem, both Ellis $nd Sholes 

ignored the existence of the Catholic Churoh at Green Bay, 

except tor occasional two or three .. l1ne notices of marriages 

witnessed by Father Mazz\lOhelli and his successors, Pathers 

P. J. Van den Broek and P. T. Bonduel. The reasons tor this 

apparent neglect go back to theestablianment of the Episco­

pal Mission $ohool in 1827 . :the 're-nch-Canadian Catholios 

resented this intrusion, and the traders discouraged at­

tendance at the school. AlthOUgh Ellis had written in 

68wiSc()ns1n Democrat , January 1, 1839; p. 2 .. 

Smith , 
James 8conaln Democrat, 
April 
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hlgh,lyeomp1imentary terms of th.e French Catholios at Green 

Bay in. 1822, and of' their new church and scho,C)l at Shanty... i 

town built in 182:;, it 18 ev1dentthat the situation became 

strained after 1827. F'atheF Samuel Mazzuchell1, O. P., came 

to Green Bayln 1830 and. returned in 1831 to begin eonstrl;lc ... 

tion or a church to repl.aoe the one at Shantytown Which had 

burned 1n 1826. By Ootober, 1831, the church was finished 

as far as the X'oot. By the end ot tha. t year 1. t wasln ~se. 

Although PatherMazzuohe,ll.1 had. enl1.,sted the financia.l aid 

of pl"om1nent French-Canadians such a.s the Gr1gnons, the 

JIIor11ers, and the Brunette tam:1.ly, and although several promt .. 

nent members of the Protestant Episcopal ChUrch had contrib­

uted money to the o.ampa.1gn funds which began in 1831 and 

continued during the years the paper was published, neither 

of t he edltorsmentloned tbe drive Qr the completion of' the 

church . Wben Bishop Kemper oame to Green Bay in 1834, he 

made several referenoeS to the unfriendly a ttitude of' the , 

.Roman Catholios. !n1834 ElliS beeatne involved. in a contro­

versy about temperance with pather Ma~tuehelll. After this 

newspaper debate ,. lU118 probablyf.elt th6J.t it was far better 

t o ignore the adversary rather than contendwl th him, Since 

Sholes continued the policy; of omitting any references to 

Catholic activities, he, too, may have thought of hls paper 

. .' ~ '-: . ~,. :~. ;: . .' 
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as an organ for public1z1ng only Protestant church act1v1-

t1es .70 .. 
Both Ellis and Sholes be11eved that it was the function 

of a newspaper to glve moral guidance to its readers , and 

both took stands against frivolity, worldliness and intem­

perance . Their homilies on these and other moral toplcs 

111u8trate the philosophy of the Green Bay Yankees who had 

swallowed generous draughts of Puritaniem. The .successful 

man as the editors painted him wore a tall beaver hat, 

ruffled shlrt, frock coa.t, pantaloons; and gal tel' .011oe8 and 

swung an ivory-beaded cane as he attended the lyce\UD, tem­

perance meetinge, and the services of the Protestant Episco­

pal Church. He .read biographies of other successful men, 

hlstory, and handbooks of hortioulture . He was a Demoorat 

or a Whig, praised Jackeon for his !ndlan removal pollcy, and 

damned h1m for the Spec.le Cl.roularo.. He was hapPY' 'when the 

Indian annul ties poured money into his t1ll , but he wanted the 

dirty and drunken In<1Ians moved beuond the Misslssippi . He 

mouthed the ·maxlms of Benjamln Franklln and 1n his smug o.oro­

p1acency believed that GOd ' s Bun shInes on successful men 

70Albert G. lSlllS, "l'1fty-Pour Years' Recollectlons of 
Men and Events ln W.isc.Qnsin," WlsQons1n H1storlca.l Society, 
Collectlons, VII (1908), 217, 220, 230-231; ReUben G. Thwaites 
(ed.), "DOcuments Relatlng to the Cathollc Church in Green 
Bay, and the MiSsion at Little Chute, 1825-1840," Wlsconsln 
Historical Society, Collections, XIV (1898), 162- 205; Jackson 
Kemper, "Journal ot an EPiscopal1an Missiona.ry's Tour to 
Green Bay t 1834, tl \.M18consln H.ls torleal Society, Collea tions .. 
XIV (1898}, 394 ... 449; Green- say Inteillgencer, April 5,. 1834, 
pp . 1, 2 and April 16~ 1834, .p. 3j James D. Butler, "Pather 
Samuel Mazzuehelli j " WisconsIn Historical Sooiety, Collec-
tions, XIV (1898), 158 ... 160. . 

.... " . 
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because they are of the e l ect . 

Ellis not only wrote editor1als condemning 1mmoral 

and intemperate behavior , he also called upon Presi dent 

Andrew Jackson to bolster his op1n1cms . E.3.rly 1n 1834 

El11e pr1l1ted JacKson' s order d1recting the discontinuance 

of all parades, on Sunday. He a leo commented favorably on 

,: 

the pres l dent ' s policy of stricter control over liquor in the 

army s and suggested that the president ahtmld prov1de r eligi­

ous i nstruction tor the troops . Ellis said that he dld not 

belleve there was a single chaplain in t he army; or , if any, 

the number was small. 71 

Sholes also bel1eved that Sunday was. no day for parades 

or j ollity of any sort . Hewarne<l h1s readers that the 

statutes of Michigan Territory were still in force in Wisoon­

sin Territory, and he pr inted t wo sec t iona from the s tatutes 

which required t hat the people keep t he f1rst day of the week 

as Q, day of rest from all secular l a.bor or business . The 

people were also forbidden t o engage in any games or to a t 'tend 

any public .meeting except for rel1gious worship . Offender s 

could be fined from t wo to ten dollars. Sholes commented 

that he printed these laW's to remind Sabbath breaker s, and 

-t;o Jog the memories of certa1n officers of just ice 1~elat1ve to 

their duty. ,,72 

Sholes continued to urge his reader s to practice vir­

tue by publishing paragraphs of oommendation tor acts of 

710reen- BaYIntelligenCer, February 5, 1834, p.. 2 

72Wiscons1n Demoorat. , October 6, 1838, p . 3 • 
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virtue . He published a series of piet1sticstories from 

the YQuth ' 6 Cabinet and :from eastern papers '. One such 

story t'lh10h advocated turning the other cheel( eV01(ed this 

editorial comment: if everyone acted on this principle , 

this world would cea./ile to be a vale of tears . The next 

month he again attacked what he evidently eonside'red to 

be the moot grievous de,fect - pr ide. H!~ warned parent s to 

teach the,! r sons the importanoe of beginning \-/ork at an 

early age becauee too many parents allowed their sons to 

continue their education at the corner tavern . Such aons, 

i 

he aaId , would very l1kely beoome proud-tattlers ,slanderr.H'G J 

lIars, or worse, and the joke of' t he neighbors .73 

MaxIms and pious aphQrisms ttere products of the senti­

mental 'year s and Sholes I in tune 'VIi th the times , reprinted 

many of them. In the iS$ue of November 12, he published 

this advice to agn~s tics and athels ts J "vie should embrace 

Chr.ist1an1 tyeven on pl"'Udent1al motives, for a Just and 

benevolent God will not punish an intellectual being for 

bellevlngwhat there 1s so much reason to believe. 'l'herefor9 , 

we run no risk by receiving Christian1ty if' 1t be false, but 

a dreadful one by rejecting it, if 1t be true . 1t74 

In the 1830 ' s a temperance movement waa in fUll s.fing 

in the eastern portion of the United States. Characteristical­

ly, the New England emigrants to W1sconsin partiCipated in 

this crusade so c l ose to the puritan1cal heart. And Charac. 

1839, 
73wlS90ns1n Demacrat J p . 1. .. June 25, 1839, p. 2; July 23, 

74Ib1d., November 12, - 1839, p . 1. 
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ter1st1oally~ too) both Ellis and Sholes played their self .. 

ass1sned roles of arbiters or moral conduot by advocating 

membership in the Green Bay Temperance SOCiety. 
i 

The first attaok on demon rum was a letter to the 

editor signed !lIn t he Corner", tt'he writer protested against 

t he practice of ltfate)."' lng liquor and sellln~ 1. t t o the Ineil .. 

ansI' espeoially if the seller had not paId for his license. 

"In the Corner" threatened to print a. handbill pUblicizing 

this nefa.:r'1oua practice unless a. Gomsn.lttee of VigIlance was 

appointed to check on lIcenses for selling liquor. Another 

letter by the samott/ri tel' compHt1ned of the loud noises 

coming from an Indian. lodge tlhose lnhah! tants were drunk 

and rauoous. He berated the persons who had sold the liquor , 

and urged the authorities to fine them if t hey dld not have 

lioenses. \'It~ether t he writer was more concerned about 

watering li-iuOX'" noise made by drunken Indians, or loss of 

license revenue is a moot question . In that same issue a 

poem, 111'111 up the · Glaas , iI warned readers that liquQr led 

to "infamy and death. fl75 

The next month Bl lie pOinted out that the smuggling 

of liquor to the soldiers, at aome military posts, espeoial­

ly those ' on t he frontier" had been a SOUrce of oontroversy 

between the army and liquor dealers for years . Ellls ended 

his editOrial by prais1ng the temperance groups SOCieties 

whieh gave. good example , and by noting with pleasure that 

750reen- BaYlntellj.sencel'. December 25 . 1833, p . 3 and 
January 8, 1834, p . 3. . 

. ;':; ,;:,\]:' . 



40 .;;7 

the Fort Howard soldiers had formed a Temperance Sociaty.76 

The temperance muse lnspit'ed another poe t , "Harp 

of the Hille", to write this warning t o despondent youth: 

140 , offer not the cup to me J 

I WQuld not see its flow; 

Ita dar}'!: and poison t d brim !' 11 flee; 
Its guilt i may Ilot 1".,nOl'l . 

Th.1nk's t thou , becauee in youth I ' tn sad, 
And bitter thoughts are mine , 

And l ife in somber robe la7~ladJ 
That I will seek the wine? "f 

The llHarp of t he Hillen and the editor of the Green­

Bay Intelllgence:r' t'lere of one m.ind about the evil effects 

of wine ., brandy, whisky and c1der. Ellis urged the Green 

:say citizens who were t hen forming a temperance group to 

be consistent in ruling out any exceptions in fa.vor of' the 

II lightel" 1ntoxioating drinks, If because, such exoeptions had 

resulted in the failure or the original Fort Howard Tem-

peranee Society. The preamble and constitution of the 

Fort Howard Temperance Society, along with a letter f'rom its 

president and seCI'etary, u rging the men of Green Bay t o Join 

the cru&ade against intoxicants, appeared in the same issue. 

A year 10. tar the Green Bay Temperance Soc1.ety numbered fo rty 

members who met on alternate 'l\;eSdays . TIle members promised 

i 

o abstain from distilled spir1ts or wincs of any kind , ex­

cept for sacramental or medicinal purposes. They also pledged 

76!b1d . , Pabruary 5, 1834, p . 2. 

17Ibid., Feb.ruary 19, 1834, p . 4. 
~. . 
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themselves to discourage their Use in the eOtntrtUh1ty, and to 

refuse t o distil l or vend such intoxicating beverages . '&J i 

the following August , the membors had added beer and cidel' 

to the forbidden lif~t. 78 

Ellis continued to publish verse, sermons, wld newS 

stories advocat1ng strict ailllerence to the principles of 

the tempe:rance 1l1Ovement. His acco\)J1t of t he death by 

drcttm1ng of a disoharged sOldler and t'fO Menomonee Indians 

ended with the solemn warning: "\'1e understand that they 

t'iere all intoxicated when they left Navarino." The follow­

ing January, E111s headed a. story, uRum Against the Horld" 

and then announced that lIout of seven deaths in the neigh­

borhood within t he pas t f'e\1 weeks" five were caused immedi­

ately by the intemperate use of rum. "79 

The Shol es brot hers carried on the temperance cru­

sade begun by Ellis. In the f i rat issue under the ne:tl 

masthead , vliscons!n Democrat , Sholes prtnted an editorial 

complaining about the number of grog shops in Green Bay, 

ann a long verse tttled, "Intempora.nce", which pointed out 

the ead end to which drunkardQ came . In another column a 

ne\:i S story about two. Stockbridge Ind1arll:3 :who murde red a 

Drotherto\'ln Indian ended with the comment that the cI'ime ~las 

78tb1d., March 5, 1834, p . l~ May 19, 1635 , p . 4; 
Green- Bal---mt'e lliaencer andvlt.scQns1n Democrat, August 22" 
IB3~, p. 3. 

791b1d., September 26, 1835,. p . 2 and January 13, 
1836, p. r.-

,.: •... :: . 
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caused by intemperance. SO 

'!be 81'oentadvooates of total abstinenoe continued 

to meet regula.rly .. and continued to invite those who had 
,; 

not as yet signed t he pledge to attend the meetings . Notices 

of' the meetings were regularly published in the newspaper. 

on oneoccaslcm the not1oe was followed by an invitation 

to any person not under the influenoe of liquor to join in 

the debate on the question "Is it the duty of every indivi­

dual to' join tbe'remperanoe Soelety?"81 "'restor" wrote 

to the editor in October t o complain about government em­

ployees "bo gave liquor to the Indians. This would 1ndioate 

that despite the newspaper's temperance orusade .. the prob­

lem of drunkenness Q.ontlnued to plague Green Bay. 

Sholes was unable t o write about temperance again 

until May, because he was busy printing tlhe territorial 

laws of W1scons1n. But on that date he quoted a sardonic 

bi t of humor tl tled, "Evils 0·1' Temper anoe, II from the !i'.!!!!. 
lI'reeman whose ed1tor sa1d that the t emperance movement had 

an unfavorable effect on the receipt.s of' the alms house . 

It A few years ago we had men en.ough t o make over $2,000, be ... 

sides cSI"rylng on the farm.. Now there are not enough men to 

carryon the farm. tt82 

80 
Wlsoons1nDemocrat , September 1, 1836, p. 1; Septem-

ber 26 .. uJ~6, p. 3. 

a l Ibid ., October 20, 1836,. p. 1; December 30, 1837, 
p . 31 Sep'teiiber 26, 1635, p. 3; October 26, 1836, p. 1; 
December 30, 1837, ;; . 3. 

821b1d", May 1, 1839, p. 2 .. -
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carryon the farm. ,,82 . 

The art va tor temper ance was waged on all fr'onts. 
i 

Even the ch1ldren were no t exempt ed from t he preaching. 

Sholes published a paragr aph ent itled, liThe Chlldrens ' Pledge " 

whIch ur ged parent s to create hatred for int oxicat Ing drinks 

in the minds of t hei r children. This was followed by a copy 

of a pledge presented at a Sabbath school. More t han 10 

chil dren had sIgned i t . Sholes sugges t ed that parent s 

should cut t he pledge from t he paper , paste a strip of 

paper to i t , and t hen ask all t heir children t o sign i t . 

Sholes also carried on t he temperance (H'Usade by printing 

slanted news stories about ' the arrests of f ,amous and Wealthy 

men who had fallen into dIsgrace and destItUtion because of 

drunkenness. One such story told of the arrest of a grand­

son of John Hancock who was brought to the Boston police 

cour t as a common drunkard . Later that month Sholes printed 

two more accounts of young men who were destined for t he 

poorhouse because they had wasted all their money on whisky 

and rum . The account fr(}m the ProvIdence Journal gave a 

graphic description or the appearanoe of a drunkard brough t 

before a magistr ate there . tiThe outward man exhibited t he 

last installment of a dilapidated straw hat , thecontlngent 

remainder of half a shirt, and a small quantIty of pantaloons . 

And he boasted that he had not had on a shoe for three months. 

82 8 Ibld., May 7 , 1 39) p. 2. 
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The 1nner man, of course, was all rum. n83 

Despite his editorial policy which favored temperance, 
" 

El11s published advertisements by Dequlndre & Eberts f or 

IIWlnes ••• Prench Brandy", an indication that cash could quiet 

any qualms of conscience he may have felt about advertis1ng 

liquor . Dequ1ndre & Eberts continued to advertise liquor 

regularly 1n the Qreen ... Balln~elligencer, and the next year 

A. N. Arndt & Company advertised u'a few caske of brandy, low: 

for cash . II A few months later Brush , Rees and Company aaver .. 

tieed. a much larger stock of oognac , brandy, Holland gin, 

aheI'ry, port, claret and champagne, as well as St . Cl'olx and 

Jamaica rum . ,,84 

E111s ' preoccupation with the temperance amsade led 

h1m into a long controversy when he pr1nted an address de­

livered before the Port Howard Temperance Society by Samuel 

Ryan, Quarter Master l s Olerk , and organ1zer O,·f the Port 

Howard Sooiety. Without the permission or knowledge of the 

author, El lis printed the article about rtthe evils of l1quor , 

the decadence of the countries such as Italy , Portugal, and 

Spa1n Where w1ne 1s made and drunk, and the degradation of 

the Latins by pr1estcraft, armed w1th superst1tion and 19-

norance. 55 

83Ibid ., August 13, 1839, p. 1 ; November 5, 1839, p. 
2; November 19, 1839, p . 1 . 

84 1 . 8 Greeo .. aa,y Inte 11seneer, December II , 1 33 , p. 3; 
February 19, 1834; p. 4; September 12, 1835, p. 3; January 
13, 1836, p. 3,; Wisconsin Democrat, September 1 , 1836, p . 4. 

~ . ~ 

85 . . !£!£., February 5, 1834, p . 1 • 
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The answer to Ryan ' s intemperate attack on Italians; 

Span1l;Jh,and Portuguese people and upGn priests, was not long 
i 

1n coming. Father Samuel Mazzuchelli, O.P.,who established 

the Catholic church at Green Bay, refuted the soldier ' s state ... 

menta 1n the April 51 1834, issue. He cited chapter and 

'Verse t o show that the temperance advocate was very intern ... 

perate, uncharitable, and mistaken , endlng with this verse 

from Isaiah: "Woe to you that are wise in your own eyes, 

and prudent 1n YQur Il:Jwn conceits." (Is. 5: 20"21)86 

Elils replied t hat since Father Mazzuchelll had 

quoted Scripture , that he, too, would refer him t o a passage 

from t he Book of' Proverbs: "Wine 1s a mocker--str ong drink 

is raging; and whoever is deeelved thereby is not wise." 

(Prov. 20; 1) ~ Ellis also objected to a refere·nce to the use 

of wine at the Last Supper as Unear ly impiou.s. fI He ended 

h1s paragraph with t he warn1ng that his paper would n.ot prInt 

religious controversies. Despite his wish to withdraw from 

the controver sy he had started, Ellis felt obliged to publish 

Ryan's answer to Patherfita:z;zuohell1. Ell is apologized for 

us1ng so much space and promised that theological disoussions 

would have no plaoe in his paper because the discussion was 

irritable to hie readers and not creditable to either wri t ­

er.87 

86 . . . .. . Ibid .• , April 5, 183!i.; pp. 1,2. - . 

81~., AprIl 16, 1834, p. 3 . 
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CHAPTER III 

PROMOTERS OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

The primary purpose of the Green-Bay; Intelll~enGer 

and of the Wisconsin tlernocrat was the promotion of Wisconsin 

Territory. Ellis and Sholes fulfilled this function of the 

newspaper by encour aging emigration, passage of p:re-emption 

laws, public land sales, internal improvements, and postal 

serv1ce . They encouraged emigration to the Green Bay area. 

by publicizing the region as 8. Garden of Eden with fertile 

so11, temperate olimate, and acres of land available at 

$1.25 an acre. 

Many New Englanders heard about this fert1le region 

through oopies of the paper, or letter s sent East by rela­

t ives or neighbors who had emigrated to Green Bay. They 

came west via the Ohlo R1ver, or after 1825, via the Erie 

Canal and t he Great Lakes , to settle em the public domain 

even before the aurveys had been made. They selected chOice 

sites, threw up rude log shelters, and then cleared and 

planted the land . Since they- had spent so much effort and 

t 1me 1 and whatever money they could spare , on 1mprovement 

to the land , t hey belleved the government should give them 

clear title. or at least pre-empt.ion rights, 1.e . , the fi r s t 

chance to buy the land before it was offered for aale at 

55 
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government land offices. They sent memorials to Congress, 

buttonholed their delegates, and ex.erted polt tical preSsure 

to secure the passage of pre-emption laws. And, to a great 

degree they were successful in obtaining pre-emption laws, 

and in organizing to prevent speculators from ousting them 

from thei r land clalms. l 

The Yankees coveted not only the land of the French 

inhabitants, but the land of the IndIans, as well. Before 

the decade, 1830-1840, was over, they had sucoeeded 1n 

pushing baok the Sau·ks. F9~es, Wi nheba goes ', and other tribes 

beyond the MississIppi, and had taicen possessIon of their 

r lch hunti ng , lumbering , and farm lands . 

i 

At treaty conferences between 1829 and 1833 the 

Indians gave up all their lands below the Fox-Wisconsin 

waterway . Up to 1829 the Indians had owned all the area now 

\Hsconsin , except a :few small tracts eold to the United 

States for fo r ts , and a strip around the forts cul t ivated 

by the French-Canadian aettlers . I n 1825, 1826 and 1827 the 

government called the Indian tribes t ogether to rind out the 

t ribal bound.aries . On the basiS of these cl aims, land was 

IThe Green-Ba1iiIntel11genCer and WisconSin Pemocr~t, 
December 11, 1833 to ~rch 24,1840. 'or information ahout 
land claims and settl ement see Raney, Wisconsin, A StorJ of 
Progress, 87- 88, and Strong, History of the !errItory 0 
WisconsIn, 204-206 . 
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bought from one tJ'lheafter another with . treatie~~ 

El11s described the terri tory purcha,sed from the 

Menomonee India.ns in 1831 in the second issue of the Green­

Bay IntelligenCeI'. He told h.is readers that there were 

"eight rnl11ion acreS in the area and t wo- thirds of 1 t "as 

fit for Qultlvation." On page two , 11:111$ devoted his apace 

to a description otother la,nde ceded by the Indians and 

pOinted out the neeesslty for defining the boundaries be ... 

tween t he various Indian tribes to avoid friction and title 

su1ts. Ellis pOinted out that after the govet"'nment fSurveys 

were made, the lands vtouldbe open to settlement. As an 

added inducement ; he mentioned that trip.s to Green Bay from. 

Buffalo via .Detroit coul d be made in :flrteen days by 

schooner, and in about seven days by steamboat. 

On page three or the same issue , Ell1s printed a 

copy of a memorlal from the oitleens of Brown County to the 

legislat1ve oouncil of' M1el1igan 'l'err1tol'Y on the SUbJect of 

t he sale of' public lands, establishment of land off1ees~ 

granting of pre-emption rights) and the establishment of 

a nell terr;! to.rlal government west of Lake Mlchlgan~ Ellis 

i 

was a member of the committee appOinted to draft this appeal . 3 

20reen ... Bal Inte,l;Li6enceI'-, Sam:tary 8, 1834, p . 1. POI' 
lnfo'rmat1on concemlngl!ndlan 'treaties and Cessions, see 
Raney, Wlsconsln+I/ Stoil of ,fX'!fress, 68, 70-71, 73,78-79; 
Annie H. Abel, " ,e M!s,ory or · ents Resulting in Ind1.an 
Conso11da.tlon We.tor the , Miss1ssippi, fl Annual Report of th'e 
.American HistOl"ieal Associatl()ll for 1 Q6 ('WashIngton, l~Oe); 
,- ., .. ; a!' es . · pp ereOMJI. anded.), Indian Af-

fairs . taTt/a and 'l'reatlas •. Sen .. Doc. no . 452, 51thCong., 
l$t sess .. (Washington, 1903). 

3 . . . Ib1d., l)ecember 25, 1833, pp. 1-3 .. 
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Ellie continued to advocate cesaion of Indlan la.nd~ . 

In the January 8; 1834, iasue he devote d page one B-l1d part . , 
·of page t wo to Stambaug.'l1 ' a description of Wlaconsln I and 

appended an argument for signing the Menominee Treaty so 

that , with the cess10ns made before and s lnce the date of 

Stambaugh ' s report of 1831, the whole of Wlsconsin east of 

the Fox a.'ld \Usoonslnl1ivers, wi th the exception of three 

townships , would belong to the United States. 4 

In Februa ry Ellis Guggested that hiB readers ~lho had 

squatted on government land or Indian lands before the 

cess ions should ask the territorial de legate to present 

their applica t ions for t itle before the surveys t'lere com­

pleted and the land brought i nto the market . 5 

Ellis also polntedout to prospec tive settler s that 

the lands recently acquired" had rich stands of white and 

yellow pine so there vrer e opport uni t i es for sawmill,s and 

shingle machines . Even though such a hint was not necessary 

f or the canny Yankees who had long been encro.achlng upon the 

pine stand.5 he l onging to t he India..'1$ or to t he Un! ted States , 

Ellis noted that pine brought $10 t o $12 per thousand f eet 

at Green Bay , and from $25 t o $35 per thousand feet at Ohies ... 

go . He added tha t Farnsworth and Brush were buil ding a 

schooner for the lumber trade . 6 

4 Ibid ., January 8, 1834, pp . 1- 2 . -
5~., February 1, 1834, p . 2 . 

°Ibia . , ---
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Late that summer Ellis reported that John P. Arndt 

and Nathan1el Perry hall been appointed farmers under the 

provisions of the tvlel10minee Treaty. Theil' duties. would 

be to train t,he Indians in farming 61c111s. 

In that aa.me issue Ellis announced t he the ltlenomi­

nee and Winnebago purchases totaled about 12 , 000,000 acres 

of first - ra te lane wh1ch the government was about to sell. 

t-l. T. 1111l.iams, U. S. Surveyor General for the state of' 

Indiana and for !tl1ch1gan Terri tory, would suparrvise the 

surveys . Mr . Williams had hired twelve or f'lfteen deputies , 

the township Itnes had been run, and the subdivisions were 

progressing rapidly . FIfteen townships near Green Bay 

already comple ted would probably be offered for $.a1e that 

autumn " Ellis also reportecl that Congress had establi$hecl 

biO land of'ficeawes t of the Lake " one at Green Bay, and 

one at Mineral Potnt for the County of rowa .7 

Ellis continued in his usual opt imis t ic vein to note 

t hat the ChicaBo Treaty of' 1833 had been rat1tied, and the 

to~mehip lines of t his pur'chase were to be run by Messrs. 

I·lullett and Brink, Deputy Surveyors , the ensuing autumn, 

The surveys were to be oompl eted as soon as possible. Then 

the 1nveterate propagandist for Wisconsin 'Derr1tory boas ted: 

"allthe oount:ry 1n Wis oonsin between t he Lake and the Fox 

and Wisconsin Rtvers will be open to emigrants, II8 

Next step Inthe process or settlement after the 

1~., August 2 , 18)4, p .• 3. 
8 Ibid . -

i 
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cessions of Indian lands~ surveys, and establishment of 

land off ioes, was the apPointment by the President of the 

Un1 ted States , by and tti tIl the a.dvice and consent of the 

Senate , of Registers for t he Land Offioes and Receivers 

of Publl0 f'loneys aI-ising from the sale of puhlic l ands . 

In August , 1834, Ellis announced t.he appointment of l'l1111am 

B. Slaughter , Registar , and 5 .. \i . Bea.ll, Receiver, of t he 

Land Office at Green Bay, and J. P. Sheldon .. Regis ter' , and 

Joseph Eneix , Receiver" fOl~ the Wisconsin ni3 '~r'ic t . 9 

,( 

The announcement of land sales in fifineral Point in 

le34 and in Green Bay in 1835 brou~t hordes of' speculators 

o the scene . Ellis boasted of the amount of' money received 

rom land sales, but many settlers complained that specula .. 

tors jumped the c laims t hey had worked for years and that 

the land held by absentee speculators increased. the local 

tax burden 'because i t was t eA- free. 

Al though Ellis vias happy about increased emigration 

and land sales or t he reac t lon of Easterners 't/as or! tical of 

the flood of emigration to t he West . Ellis reprinted a 

s t or y from the Detroit AdVertiser about Eastern ministers 

tV'ho preache'd against the 'Yrestern tlfever" because they were 

l os1ng their congregatlons . 10 

90reen-Bal .Intellle;~lleer , August 2' ,1834, p. 3; 
Raney , Wisoonsin .. Ii. stoITof Progress , 88-84. 

100reen-BaE Intelligence!" and Wisconsin Democrat" 
January 13, 1836;. p . 3. 

, .~ , 
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An indicatlon that E111s, a sk11led surveyor, ha.d 

el the I' suooumbed to the land fever or had beoome a defeatls;t ' 

about the ohanee.8 for financial suooeS8 in ne.wspaper pUb­

llshing, is the announoement that 1.1118 , M. L. Martin, and 

H. S. Baird had formed the Wlsoons.in Land Agency and had 

opened an offloe at Navarlno where they were prepared to act 

as agents for the purchase, sale, entry, and conveyanoes of 

lands in the Green Bay Land Distr1ct, and throughout the 

Wisconsin Territory.1l 

,( 

Others caught land fever, too, and they advertised in 

the June 1, 1836 issue to woo emigrants "westward to Oepere. II 

John Lawe, M. L. Martin, John P. Arndt, William Dickinson, 

and Charl es Tullar; Directors ot the Pox River Hydraulic 

Company~ invited "emigrants and capitalists to oome to 

Depere located on the Pox River of Green Bay where they 

would find pine forests , a healthy climate, rioh soil . » 

Their advertisement called special attention to the "millions 

of acres of good farming lands" whioh had just been opened 

for entry 1n the Green- Bay Land Offioeat '1.25 per acre . 

The promoters prom1sed a Post Office, the seat ·01' government; 

saw milla, flouring mills . and a dry dock , as well as the 

Fox River Hydraulic Company ' s mill dam to be completed within 

a year, and employment tor 200 mechanics and l aborers . l2 

'lhe firs·t 1ssue under Sholes ' edt torsh1p oontinued the 

llIbld., May 11, 1836, p. 3. -
120reen- BaY Intell1aencer and W1soonsin Democrat. June 

1, 1836, pp . ~, 4. · . . 
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policy of promoting Wisconsin Territory. The paper carried 

a glow1ng acoount of the advantages to be tound in the new . 

town of Kewaunee, near Green Bay. '!'he promoters promised 

settlers who built homes or stores in Kewaunee a "40 per 

" 

cent deduction from the amount of' the next payment after 

completion of' a dWelling or other buildings. 1.1 On the same 

page the edi tor repr1nted a story from the Detroit Advertiser 

condemning speoulation in government lands and urging all to 

Join in demanding leg1elationwhich would restr1ct sales of' 

public lands to actual settlers. A month later; Sholes 

boasted; uIn Rochester, some lote which Bold laet year for 

$3,000, this year brought $lO , OOO~ This 1s good, but 1t does 

not equal some portions of the ' Par vlest ', where property 1s 

bought one minute, and 801d the next at more sometimes than 

a lOO~ advance . u13 

Sholes seemed to be ambivalent in his attitude -toward 

speculators . The rol10wing December; he reprinted from the 

New OrleaneT1mes an article which pOinted out that specula­

tors performed a great service for the country because they 

stimulated emigration an.d d1Scovered lands su1table tot' se ttle­

ment. Thie prevented many .from remaining vagabonds by a.ttract .. 

ing them to the country where they could become rich and re­

spectable planters. '!be author did admit that speculation 

whioh prevented settlement was bad, although lawful. Perhaps 

Sholes could not wholly condemn the speculatoI'8 who, atter 

l3\Usconsin Democrat; September 1; 1836, 'p. 2; October 
20, 1836, p . 3. 
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all, were operating within the law, and who advertised 

regularly 1n his newspaper. A ~ew months later $holes had ,: 

modified his views about speculation.. He insisted that 

Congress 1'a.s8 a pre ... emption law which would safeguard 

actual settlers against speculators .. Tbe bill then in Con ... 

gress had been amended so often that it bore 11ttle resemb­

l ance to the 01;'lg1nal bl11, he complained. One amendment 

provided that receivers might not accept bl11s of banks 

which issued notes less than five dollars in value. Sholes 

believed that this amendment woul d not be conduc,lve to 

prosper1ty 1n the West . 14 

Although Sholes could not g1ve h1s readers any 

news about the fate of the land bill in h1s issue of March 

17, 1831, he did print all interesting item about a contro .. 

versy between Pres1dent Andrew Jackson and John Calhoun 

about the bill. Calhoun had made a speech in the Senate 1n 

which he accused President Jackson of' removing the f'ederal 

deposits 1n order to enrich h1mself' and his friends by the 

purohase of public land$ with federal funds. President Jack­

son repl1ed to Calhoun's charges as they were reported1n 

the Congress10nal Globe. In the Senate on February 9 immedi­

ately bef'ors the final vote on the land b1l1, Calhoun ,sent 

the President's answer to the Chair, and then made some 

remarks wh1ch Sholes d1d not feel important enough to Quote. 

Calhoun's half ... hearted apology was not acceptable to Sholee 

l4Ib1d.; .December 22, 18:;6, p. 2; March 3, 1831, p. :; • 
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either 15 .. 

In Apr1l , Shales pubU.c1zed another new town, paq- i 

«uette , laId aut twelve miles south ai.'Fort Winnebago on 

the milItary road from Fort Howard t o Fort Crawford. The 

Wisoonsin Democrat c8:1'r1ed an advertisement for the sale 

at lots in the new villa.ge . Bath .ElliS and Sholes recipro­

cated the favor of promoters who advert1·8ed by writing 

ed1tor ial s to supplement the advertlsements . 16 

In June . Sholes announced that the LandOf'floe in 

Green Bay had been opened since the first of the month and 

that sal es had already totaled !leevers.l thousand dollars. ff 

Sholes then chided the edt tor of the Milwaukee JlclVertlser 

with wham he had been waging a newspaper battle ooncerning 

the respective mer1ts of Green Bay and Milwaukee. Sholes 

asked the lUlwaukee ed1tor to note that the Green Bay land 

.office had resumed sales and that Green Bay was still attrac­

tiVe to emigrants . 11e alao reprlntedan art.101e from the 

Chicago Arner.1ean which extolled the benefits of emigration 

to the West. 'lbe poetlcalef'tus:J.on ended on the practical 

note that Westernel'S wanted , not capltal1.sts , but farmers 

and mechanios t o 4evelop the oQuntry. In an adjOining 

column, Sholes complai ned that , it" Congress had complied wit h 

Pl"esldent Jackson's reoommendations to sf;tll public lands t o 

actual settlers , it would not have been necessary to import 

15 ll>1d. , March 17, 1837, p . 3. -
16Ib1d., April 14, 1837, p . 3 and Apri l 28, 1831, p. 4. -
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more tnan two mil110n buahels of foreign wheat into the 

Uhited States within thepagt yeaX"~17 

By the middle of 1837, Sholes seemed to have become 

more aware of the economic situat10n because he prl~ted 

several stories abGut suspensions of speCie payments by 

Uni ted States' banks. He then ttexposedB the, schemes of 

eastern bankers who were trying to get the western banks ' 

supply of specie. He ended his comment with the laconio 

note that the Wisconsin Bank at Green Bay had a l so suspended 

specie payments . He cont1nued his finanoial report by 

c1"1.t1c1z1ng New York merchants who were 11liberal to west ­

erners vlno aaked for credit. He also pri nted a letter 

f r om a New Yor ker who said that times there were so hard 

t hat even their watohes had stopped . Sholes was ,eurprised, 

he sa1d , because watches "go on tick to the end of time . " 

His miscellaneous ool umn of comments on financial matters 

continued with the no t e that flour was selling in Cincinnati 

at $16 . 00 a barrel, and that a "Wear- Youl"- Old- Clothes- Socl­

ety" had been established in t he East . Sholes ended his 

column with hie explanatIon for the pan1c--" the melting of 

silver and gold coin for manufacturing purpGses caused a 

shortage of specie . The consumpti on of silver in New York 

1s annually upwards of $100, 000; and of gold, $1,,000 ,- 000," 

hesa1d. 18 

The settlers and the editor continued their aglta-

17Ibld. , June 9, 1837, P. 3. -
18:rbl d" JUne 9, 1837, pp. 2, 3. - . 
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tion for pre~emptlon laws, and publicized their demands by 

printing addresses such as the one ,from the Peoria Register 

which Sholes reprinted in the Wisconsin .Democrat. 19 
i 

Although Sholes could not print any good news about 

the status of the pr e+emption bill; he c9uld s,ee the silver 

linings in the other clouds that hovered over the country. 

Sholes seemed to be living 1n a dream world when he editori­

alized 1n December of 1837 that actual settlement in Wis­

consin was progressing slowly but steadily, and that "the 

days of speculation are , gone I " He unrealistically pointed 

out that "everyone now Bees that the old fashioned mode of 

wealth.·labor, is the best at last" Sholes went on t o 

blow his bubble even bigger by prophesying that the two 

settlements on the upper Fox. River above \tI'1nnebago Lake I 

one called Fond du Lac, would receive many settlers the next 

season . 20 

Sholes tried to believe that out of the economic dis-

tress would come increased emIgration to the West because 

laboring men who had lost their jobs and farmers who were 

discouraged because of the rocky eastern solI would leap at 

the chance to secure rich farm lands in Wisconsin . He neg­

lected to conSider, however, that most of the laborers and 

farmers would not have the funds to make such a move during 

a depression .. Page four of the same issue carried advertise-

ments of sales of lumbering privileges, mortgage sales of 

19Ibid., N vember 11, 1837, ,p • . 3. 

20Ibid., December 30, 1837, p. 3. - . 
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lots purchased id thin the' paat three years , and notices of' 

dissolutions of partnerships .... a:U e·videnoes that Wiscons1n i 

Terri tory was sufrering ~everely from the Panl,c of 1837. 

A pitiful note appeared in the advertisement of 

sheriff ' s sale of the property of George Williams . It 

seems that all \t11111ams owned was four barrels of flour 

and one barrel of pork . Other strong indications that 

Green Bay mer'chants were suffering financially were supplied 

by the numerous notices to debtors to pay their obligations. 

Some were quite blunt , as for example , the advertisement 

inserted by John P. Arndt warni ng debtors to pay up at 

onoe or suffer the aoneequenccs . 2l 

Desp.! te the many signs 1n his O\'1n newspaper ' s adver­

tisemen'ts 1ndicating the seriousnesa of the depression., 

Sholes continued to deny r·umors that hard t1mes in the Eas t 

would mean less emigration to Wisconsin Territory. He in­

sisted that hard t1mes would drive farmers and laborers to 

the West to ea.rn a l1vlng ~ To substantiate his opinion , he 

reported that land sales a.t the Green Bay land district fo r 

t he years 1835 , 1836, ano 1837 totaled 362 , 773.20 acres , and 

that the r eoe1pts amounted to $499, 099 .57. The fIgures 

Sholes reported were accurate, but misleadIng, because they 

did not show that the 183"( sales had dropped to 41,179.20 

acres . The 1835 land sales totaled 108, 365 acres; in 1836 , 

213,229 acres . So the decrease \'laS conSiderable.. His 

optimistic predic t10ns that the next season would brIng 

21 4 Ibid., December 30 , 1837, pp. 1, '. -
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many more settlers waa not borne out e1. ther,. There ~(as no 

rush to W1sconsin Territory until the 1840's despite the 

'Optimism of the edit'Or and of other Green Bay cit1zens, 

among them Morgan L. Ma.rtin , John P. Arndt, Samuel W. 

Beall " Henry S. Baird, Daniel Whitney, A. G. Ellis j and 

ethers who bought land along the Pox :River Valley in 1835, 

1836, and 1837 beca1J13e they firmly beli,eved that the Pox ... 

Wisconsin Waterway W'Ould attract thousands of settlers. 22 

Although the Panic 0'1 1837 meant a decrease in the 

amount 'Of land sold, those who had settled 'On the land 

prior to the government surveys received good news in 1838. 

'!hey had :tong hoped for a law which would restrict land 

.' 

salee to actual settlers to. prevent the speculators from 

usurping the farms they had cleared and planted. They also 

wanted Congress to give homesteads to all bona fide settlers, 

and to grant permanent pre-emption rights upon the public 

lands before they were advertlsed tarsale. Congress gave 

them part of their request June 22, 1838 by paSSing the pre­

emptIon l aw "hleh gave them the right to enterthelr cla1ms 

and obtain a title If they had lived on them for at least 

tour months before June 22, 1838. ThIs Act revived and 

oontinued in force for another two years the Act of Congress 

of May 29. 1830. It was almost a month before the news 

about the pre-emption law appeared in the WiScons1n Democrat. 

22X1:I1d., March 24l 1838, p. 3; Joseph Schare.r, The 
Wlnnebago-::noricon Basin \ Madlson, 1937 ), 37-38. 
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A week later, Sholes publIshed the text of the bi1l.23 

Even though the pre-emption bIll had passed; the mini~ 
,( 

mum price of $1 .25 an acre was too high for impoverished 

squatters to pay . Even those ~tho had arranged mortgage 

loans were los1ng their homes. Throughout the rest of 

1838 and the years 1839 and 1840 notices of mortgage sales, 

tax salee, notices to debtors to pay, sheriffls sales, 

dissolutlonsof partnerships, and buildings for rent showed 

that Green Bay did indeed feel the effecte of the Panic of 

1837, Whether Sholes was able to face the fact in prInt or 
24 not. Even though the Menominee ceseion of 1836 gave the 

area around Green Bay almost 4,000,000 acres of land at a 

cost of about $700,.000 to the gQvernmen,t, there were few 

actual 'settlers who had enough money in their pocket8 to 

buy land at that tIme. It was the speculator who profIted 

from the land 8,ale.s, and the poor farmers, like the poor edi­

tors, often had to leave for greener pastur es. 2S 

Desp1te the faot that few settlers had money in their 

pockets , and that the speoulators were becom1ng more cautious 

about investing too heavily, Pres1dent Jaokson issued a 

proclamation declar1ng thatpubl1c sales lIould be held at 

Green Bay on October 22 and November 5, 1838, offer1ng for 

23strong , History of Wisoonsin Terri t or!, 265 .. 266-
W1sconsin Demoorat, July i4,1838;p. 2 and Ju y 21, 1838, 
p. 2-

2~'l1sconsin Democrat-, April 17 , 1838 to March 24, 1840. 

251;.ou18e Phelps Kellogg , flThe t4enom1nee Treaty at the 
Cedars, 1836," 'l'ranaaotlonsof the W1acon.1n Academy: of 
Se.1ences , ' Arts , and t.;e tters , XXV! (193l), 121' .. 13; . 

. i.,: ..... :.:. 
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sale the public lands east of the Indian boundary which 

had not been previous~y offered for sale. Sholes p,J'inted, 

the President ' s proclamation which also ment ioned that 

the sales would remain open for two "teeks unless the lands 

were disposed of sooner. Jam¢'s \.Jhltcomh, Commissioner of 

the General Land Office, also warned pre-emption claimants , 

to prove their claims to the Register and Receiver of' the 

:Land Office so that their cla1ms could l;>e ad3udicated be­

fors the public sales began. 26 

It is di.fficult to see how Sholes could continue to 

i 

whistle in t he dark about the prospects for land sales and 

prosperity for such a long periOd after the Pania of 1837. 

He printed glowing tributes to the progress of Wisconsin 

Terri tory, espec.1ally of Green Bay, wh11e his paper carried 

not1ce after notice of mortgage sales,. sheriff's sales, 

orf1cea and houses for rent, besides many news stories about 

the businesa depression . 

By October' ., 1838, however, Sholes was not so nearly 

optimistiC about the prospects for settlement in Wisconsin. 

He commented that the pub110 land sales had begun in Green 

Bay on October 22 and that three townships had been offered 

for sale without one sale being conoluded. He added that 

"our town is notol'owded with eastern speoulators, and the 

prospect 18 that the sales 1n the Green Bay land district 

will be very 11mited indeed."27 

26Stro!1g, History; of Wisconsin Territory, 266-267; 
Wisconsin Democrat, August 11, iB38, p. 3. 

27 Ibid., October 23, 1838, p . J. -
': ., .. :.,.:: . 
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The newspapers of Green Bay acted as the spokesman 

for the settlers who demanded that Congress appropriate 

funds tor' const ruction of roads to the Miesl'ssipp! and to 

Chicago. Urged on by edltor1als and memorials, terri tori ... 

a1 delegates pleaded the military- necess.1ty 0·1" a road to 

oonneet Ports Howard, Winnebago and Crawford . Soldiers 

could not quell Indian upr1sings unless there Were passable 

roads; and farmers could. not move their produce to market 

on Ind1an trails. The landspeeula. tors, too,. had an inter­

est 1n provid1ng good transportation so that Green Bay 

would be accessible by land a& well as by water .. 

Tbe 1'1ret issue of the Green-Bay; lntelllsencer pUb­

lic1zed a meeting of the business andpo11tloal leaders 

of Green Bay who called theattentlon of Congress to the 

need for roads 1n the area weat of take Michigan. Opt1-

m1stlcally, they stated that Oongress had ordered roads 

to be built from Green Bay to the lt1ssissippi, and from 

Oreen Bay to Chicago, but evidently few or the men who met 

at Arndt t .s Inn on November 19, 1833, suspected that actual 

oonstruction of the road from Green Bay to the Mississipp1 

\IIo\11d not be started until 1835, and would not be f1nished 

until 1838.'28 

.. 

'fwoweeka later .. Ellis announoed that the couree of 

the m1litary road from Green Bay to the Mississippi had been 

28Qreen-Ba~IntellifenceriDeCember 11, 1833, p. 1; 
Harry E., Oole,6~e old MI/ltarY' Road," Wi8Qonsln MarZine of 
H1etoH' IX (192S ), 47-62; Smith, JameSfiililneS£5,25; 
Genera -in-Oh1ef Macomb to Quartermasterd'eneralesup, 
'ebruary 8, 1832, 1n Clarence E. Carter (ed.), ''the 'l'err1t~r1 ... 
a1. Pap!;r's of the United States, XII (Washington, 1945', 431 • 

. . : ~ . . ", :~~: . 
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8urveyed from NavarinQ~ opposIte Port Howard, UP the east 

side of the Fox River to Plum Creek, then south to winnebag~, 

Lake, up Winnebago Lake to its head at the Pond du Lac 

River, then west to Fort Winnebago, Blue Mound,. and then to 

Fort Crawford on the Mississippi River. El11s complained 

that the Indian title to the land had been extinguished 

and money for construction had been approprIated six years 

before, but only the survey had been completed. He also 

Buggested that the road should either be~cadamized or 

made into a ra1lroad. 29 

The following March, Ellls announced that a contract 

would be le t for a road to the lUssissippi and one to Ohica­

go, interesect1ng at the nearest point. 30 

'Lew1s Cass; Seoretary of War, ordered that construc­

tion on the mili tary road was to be begun by troops from 

Fort Howard, Port Winnebago, and Port Crawford. ""e route 

was div1ded into three sections which were assigned to troope 

from each of the three posts. The section from the Mississip­

p1 to Lake Winnebago was opened. first because the route over 

open prairie offered rew obstao1e8~ The rQad was little 

more than a trail thirty feet wide between two furrows plowed 

to mark the sit,e. Bridges were buIlt aoross streams and 

through the f ·ol"ests. The trees were cut, leaVing stumps whioh 

were hollowed out so 8S to collect rain water and rot more 

29Green-BaYIntel11genOer, December 25, 1833, p. 2 . 
30 .. 8 4 ... Ibid., March 5, l' 3 ~ p. 1. 
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quickly . 'The road crews 19nol'ed the suggest10n Ell1S had 

made to macadam1ze the road" and ao in ra1ny weather it 

was slippery and pract1cally 1mpassable. The sec t ion trom 

Fort Winnebago to Green Bay was not finished until 1838 

because t he terra1n was marshy, and many more causeways 

and bridges had to be constructed. 31 

.( 

The m11ita17 road from 'art Howard to the M1ssissippi 

did not completelyaat,lsty the settlers or the ed1tor of 

the Green-Bay Inte111genceX', even though they made frequent 

use of 1t, so t hey oircul ated petItions beggIng Congress to 

take ac t ion on the road to Ch1cago aut horlz.ed 1n 1832. In 

1835 it was l1ttle more than a \'Iindl ng Ind1an trail. El lis 

commented that this road, along wit h the $17,000 appropri­

ated for i t , was apparent lyltsmothe:red in the safe of some 

publIc func tlonary. lf32 

ElliS was pI'obably correct 1n th1s assumpt 10n be ... 

cause the survey bad not even been begun by April 9th. Ten 

days later, Ellls was 1n a mo:re hopeful mood. He a.nnounced 

t hat JUdge J'ame.s D. Doty and Lieutenant Alexander Center had 

just arrived at Green Bay from Chioago after having explored 

part of the route , They f ound the terrain h1ghly favorable 

and planned to return to Chicago wi,thin a rew days , El110 

310reen .. BaY Irtte1l1fencer and Wisconsin Democrat, 
JUly 23, 1835, p. 3; AugUs 29, 1835, p. ~l<7otober 31, 1835, 
p _ 3; D • . Mart1n, .Hl&tOij of Brollfll __ po.unWi I, 146; Buley, 
'!be Old NOrthwes_t, I,'! j 'ranc'ls 'aul PrUcha, Broadax 
and Ba;yonet (Madi&on~ 1953), 134-143. . . 

3'2Green~Bay Intel11gencer and Wiscons1n Pernoorat, 
April 9, 1B35, p . 3. . - -
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aaid, to begin the actual survey and location. Ellis 

hoped that this important work would now be completed. 33 i 

1be following Ja.nuary the members of the Seventh 

Legislative Council sent a memor i a l to Congress requesting 

that this road" as well as other internal improvements, be 

completed. 'l'hey said that the road was of great importance, 

both to the general government and t o t he people of the 

territory" because for seven months in the year i t was the 

only practicable route that troops from Port Howard could 

take to the south and east in the event of Indian disturb­

ances. They added tha t no munltions oould be transported 

to the south and east wi thout a passable 1"oao . 34 

In April. Ellis tried to shame the general govern­

ment by polntlng out that a few settl ers had built a road 

without the help of the go~ernment . He was referring to 

a wagon road trom Chicago to MilwaUkee, and from Milwaukee 

north as far as Sac Creak wh1ch the sett lers had opened. 

Ell1s said that there were only a. few obstructions from 

Sac Cre,ek to Sheboygan, so that in a short time teams could 

use it the whole dista.nce fronl Chicago t o Sheboygan.. Even 

the nor thern part of the route from Green BaY to Sheboygan, 

long despaired of becauee the country was heavily t Imbered , 

May 

.' .. " 

• 

; Reuben--Q."';'l"flwa1 tea 
W1sconsin Historical 
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would be .opened that apt'ing. Ellls then appeale(! to hi.s 

readers to sign the sub.soription be1ngc1rculated to raise i 

money to ope.n the roacr ' from Green Bay to Man! towoe .• As 

soon as this section, the only difficul t part, was :finished, 

land communioation with Chicago would oe nearly completed . 

Then lUlie needled the government about the United States 

Road from Green Bay to Chicago. IIIt has been surveyed, 

but is 1tto reet there'? And shall it be sa,id that the 

private enterprise otat'ew: b.ackwoodsmen has .accomplished 

what the general govarnment 'prom1sed for them; but r efused 

to, do,, 35 

The editorial intended to shame the general govern .. 

ment into action tailed to do so . !n 1837 tl'avel to pOints 

along the lake shore south of Green :Bay continued to be 

arduous . The trail blazed 'Oy the backwooosmen had many 

stumps, bogs and unbr1dged ravines. When Andrew J. Vieau" 

S!> ." a Green Bay fur trader" t .ool{ his bride to MilwaUkee 

in 1837 , they traveled in a. "French traln lt
, a deep box 

pulled OVer the surface Of the snow 'by two horses. The 

trip OIl the rough road took tour days , and the distance was 

estimated at 125 miles. \'ihen snow eovered the stumps and 

logs, travelers could u.se a "French train"; but in the rainy 

seaeon sueh a veh1cle would have been mired in the mud and 

35Qreen-Bal IntelligenceI' and Wisconsin Democrat, 
Apr1l 13. 1836, p~2~ . . 
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GW'arnps .36 

Since .appeals for. a road to Chicago were ignored" 

t,he settl.ers, or at least those 11 ving in Man! towoc or 

'1\/ln rU.vers, decided to (i\.l:Jk for a shorter route, With the 

hope , perhaps, that when the. road Ti/as completed as far 

ae Man1towoo and '!Wo Rivers" i t might be extended to 

MilwaUkee, and then to Chicago . In January, 1838" a ".01t 1 ... 

zen" wrote to the WiSCO,1l131n . Demo_crat advocating immediat e 

a onstruc t l on of the road to Mani tQWOC because "labor "uas 

never cheaper in Green Bay than it is t his winter." In 

that same issue Sholes prlnteda. notice of a public meet ... 

ing to be held in the .Navar lno School for those who were 

intere$ted. 1n a road from Gl;'sen Bay to Twin Rlve·rs and 

r-4anl tOW0C. 'The road in question followed the SUX'\H~Y route 

north trom f1Jt lwClukee along the lake shore to the mQuth of 

t he Sheboygan River . The route thipn veered to the . north­

~jeet to Manitowoc Rapids abo\1t twelve miles inla.nd, then 

i 

due north to Green Bal'. An a.lternate route forked. ofr north ... 

west of the mouth of the Sheboygan River and eroB-Bed the 

Mani to\'IOC Hi vel" about two miles from :1 ts mouth. A Bo ... called 

s t age service , a lumber wagon drawn by hors es« made thetr'lp 

from Green Bay to Milwaukee from 1836 on, but it was only a 

hacked ... out trace, and travelers had to surv1ve a 40- hour 

jounoing to reach M11waukee,37 
---.-- .. -.. ~-. ~~- ----~ . .. -- -- ....... -~ - ......... - --.. - " " .. - - -.. -~---.. ---- -.. ~- ----- .. -- .. - .. ---~~---.. -----------------------

36ReUben G. Thwe1tes (ed.) .. {lNarratlve .of Andrew: J. 
VieaU t Sr., I.i W1sconsin H1,to~la"al SOCiety,; Collections'l XI 
(1888/t 229-230. rY ... 

31 .. . . 
W1.scoJ1ein Democrat, January 13, 1838, p . 3;D. 

Martin, lilato~¥ bf Br:oWn ~O\trltlt, I, 141; Buley, 'l'he Old North­
west,; I, li58 .. - -
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The ot her r ou t e be t ween Mih,8ukee and Green Bay v i a 

Fond du Lac and the tUl1 t ary I\oa.d \188 11 tt1e mor e than a 

p r 1miti va t r ail ei t her IIl i th many hazards su.ch as r otting 

s t umps, bogs and und.e rgrowth. 'I'h,e se r ou t es neve r ~arried 

mttch traffic lilacause of t he ·difficul t te r ra :1.n a s compared 

t o t h e compar ative l y comfor~able t r'1p v ia lake a t eamer f' r om 

Green Day . t o Milwaukee o.r Ch1c~go. It was only i n t he 

w1n t eI' months 1t/hen t he lake was f r ozen t hat t r avele r s u s e d 

the land rou t es t o t he sout h. 

Sholes cont inued t he fight 1'01' x'oads . and 1)Q d i d t h e 

terri t or ial <3 elega te. Congress r esponded by appropr iat ing 

$30,,000 for t hat pur pose in 1838. The Green Bay- Ohicago 

Road was a1lot te<5. $15 , 000 of t his app r opriation " and 

$5,.000 was allot ted for r epairs and impr ovements. of the 

Mili t ar y Road ;from :Por t Howard t o Fort ,wlnnebago. 38 

In Augus t , Lieutenant Al exander J. Cent er announced 

t ha t he had completed the $.Urv ey of t he. r oute to , Chic a g o , 

but in Oc t obe r construction had not begun. When Colonel 

Stephen !}1. Kearny of the Uni t ed States Topographical Engl­

neersar rlved at Green Bay in October, 1838, to spend the 

appropriations for the improvement of the road f r om Gr een 

Bay via Milwaukee and Racine to t he IllinOis s t a t e 11ne, 

and for t he improvement of the road f r om Gr een Bay t o 

Prair ie du Chien via Madl$on, t he ci t izens of Green Bay pre -

38wlsconsln DemooI'at , Apr1l 7, 1838, p . 3; strong, 
His tory ot Wiseonslh Territory, 220; lJ~S . Statutes at Large, 
V, 24~~247. . . - . . 
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sented hlm1tlith a petition to change the rou t e.. Aft er t'/a1t ... 

lng this long fo r a r oad o Chicago , t he settlers~:lanted to -
• 

make sure that the appropriation was not spent on a r oad in 

t he int e r ior t o connec t Forts Howard and Dearborn . They pr e -

fe r red a road along the l ake shore through t he se t tlement s 

and post office 6i t ea . Since .Fort Deax'born had been aban­

doned, the expenditure of t he money on a. military road in 

the i nte r ior r emote from settlement s \'fOuld be l'lasteful, t hey 

said . They hoped that the War Depar t ment would ac<.H!de t o 

t he wishes of the se t t lers . 39 

Sholes mus t have reall~e d t ha t the pe t ition to the 

War Department t o change t he r oute woul d hol d. up construe .. 

t ion f or some months , but that did not deter him from needl­

ing bo t h the War Department and Congress for action and. i'or 

larger appropr iations . Although neither body moved quickly 

~nough 1.,0 sui t the \Iliac-onsin Demoorat 0 .1" I t s reader s, Congress 

did order t hat t he money appropriated f or r oads in Wisconsin 

Terri t or y pr ior t o 1840 was to be pl aced in oharge of Cap­

t aln Thomas J. Cr am of the United States Engineer Cor ps. In 

his report t o the chief of t he bur eau, Cram reoommended t hat 

an additional appropr 1ation of $33,381 be made to build t he 

"cad fY'om Green Bay via Milwaukee and Rac ine to the state 

line , and $35 J 267 fot' impr ovement s t o the rUl1 tary Road from 

39wiBconsin Democrat , August 22, 1838, p . 2; October 
13, 1838, p . 2 . 
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Fort Howard to Fort Crawforct . 40 

I n the meantlme l some prQgress was bei ng made on 

t he Green Bay-Chicago 1'oad . In October , Sholes reported 

that the contracto!' 1 t4r . vlilliam H. Bruce , promised t o have 

he section from Or'sen Bay t o Sheboygan completed by Janu­

ary IJ 1840. During the winter' months it l!lould be passabl 

for s l eighs , and by spring the brIdges "loul d be cons tructed . 

Des p1tethe favorab l e report made by Captain Oram, 

Congress refused to pas s the addi tional appropr iations in 

1840. T'ne Van Buren admini stration was determined to cur-

tail expenses in t his period of economi c recession . $0 the 

backwoodsmen either contributed their olin money and labor 

" 

to bulld r oads , or got along ~Alth those a l ready construoted . 

The Wi s cons i n Terr1 t o:cial Legisl ature passed an act t hat 

same year prescribing t he manner i n which terr itor i al roads 

Should be lal d out ... surveyed al1d constructed . Si nce the act 

also provi ded that no territorial funds ooul d be used for 

road constr uo t ion ... the settl ers had to re l y on their o\tm ef­

forts. They di d this i n theaame way they bui l t their l og 

cabins-- by sharing l abor and equi pment--unti1 Congress be '" 

came more liberal with funds. 41 

The motivati on fo r the edi tors' campai gns for good 

r oads was the same 8S the i r reasons f or desir1ng postal 

ser vl ce--1mproved communioation be t ween Green Bay , f.l1.h.,aukee , 

40I bi d . , January I, 1839 , p . 3; October 1, 1839 .. p. 2 ; 
January 1;-r540, p . 1; January 14, 1840 .. p . 3. 

41Strong , Histor y of Terr i t ory of Wisconsin, 301 .. 
314- 315 . . . 
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Chicago , and eastern cities. Editors 1n remot e areas wer e 

de pendent upon eastern pa,pers fo r ne\'lS J SO when long de lays , 

in mall de l1.very depr i ved t hem of news , they complained 

bitter ly. In January .. 183)+; Ellis made the firs t of many 

oornplalnts about de lays i n mll il dellve;:y cau3cd by the 

fallure of the gover nment to complete constrLlct lonon a 

direct route f rom Green Bay to Chicago . He said t hat he 

could see no logi cal l'eas on for' sending mail via a rounda ... 

bout r oute two hundr ed miles through Illinois in the mean­

t ime . Elll::! s i'\1d t hat the Postmaster Genernl had changed 

the Chic ago t o Oreen Bay serv1.ce to a route which ,,"'ent f r om 

Chicago via Dixon ' s Ferr."y and Ga l ena. t.o :Minera l POint , and 

t hen t o Green Bay , becau,ae a gent l eman. had told him that 

.. 

t he di rect route f r om Chicago t o Gr een Bay wae unnecessa.ry 

because there wa.s only one day ' s difference .1n t ime between 

th.e two r outes . Elli s fumed that t his sentleman had by a 

It de l1berate and. diabol i cal falsehood " depr Ived a whole c om­

muni ty of 1 1~s II sac red r lgh t s" J and that he dese:r-ved an 

tlelevation .H He also reprinted an edItorial from t he Chicago 

Dcmocra t which cor robora t ed his viewts , and a dded t he t t he 

ChicagO- Green Bay r em t e was not an (expensive one i and t hat 

it. was neede d mor e than ever becatlse of increasing popula­

t lcm . The ChloO.go ed.1tor added t hat t he r oute was t he only 

11ne of c omrnun1ca tion by \i,hieh orde r s oould be t,r ansmi t ted 

'between Forte Dearborn and Howard. Canoelling the service 

cu t off that part of the Fifth Regiment s tationed a t Fort 

Dearborn from its headquarters at Fort Howard . Tha t same 

.,':. .i .. :".: 
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month lUlis Jabbed his edItorial fInger at the culprit who 

hadmlsrepreaentedOreen Bay's needs for postal servl<::e by . 
'" 

snarl1ng an acknowledgement at receipt of the Galena mall 

twelve days aft er t he Chioago express had arrlved. '1'he 

papers brought 'by the Galena route were ten days old, so 

the d1ffex'enoe In time between the two routes was twenty ... 

t wo days, and not one day, and therefore, Ellls sa1d, the 

"gentlemanft should be proud of h1e "verao.lty l1. In Maroh 

lUlls oomplalned again about rnail servlce. He said that 

despatohes which left Green .Bay on December 15, 183.3, had 

not arrived a t Detr oit by the end of the following month, 

and that the mail was probably being held over at Milwau­

kee . 42 

'l'he flow of petitIons and complaints to the Post 

Office Department bore some fruit . The Assistant Post ... 

master General, C. K. Gardner , wr ote to Alexander J. Irwin. 

Postmaster at Green Bay, on January 25. 1834, explaIning 

th.at the de.partment had ourtailed service because the 

di r eot route from Chlcago to Green Bay cost more than the 

revenue derived from 1.t would Justify. But in order that 

the people of Green Bay-might not be teo greatly inconveni­

enced, the Post master General author ized Mr . Irwin to send 

an express to ChIcago once every two weeks dur Ing the perlod 

when .lake navigation was closed. By AU~8t the good news 

42Qreen_Bay Intelllsenoer, January 8, 1834, p. 3~ 
January 22,- lS~4, p. 3; MirQh 5, 1834, p .~ 3. 
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that the weekly mail route to Chicago would be re-estab-

118hed, and that bids would be advertised immediately, 

cheered Ell1s and his readers. '1'hi8 boon to Green Bay was 

a result of the application s1gned by Lucius Lyon, Terri­

torial Delegate .. Daniel Whitney and David Irwin. Ellis 

mode,s tly forbore taking cred1 t for the action 81 though his 

editorials had synt hesized public opinion and had bean a t 

least partially responsible for the delegate ' s success 1n 

Wash1ngton . 43 

Although t he Postmaster General yielded to com­

plaints published in the Green-Bar IntelligenceI' and re,­

stored twice monthly express service to Chicago, neither 

Ellis nor his readers stopped complaining. They had good 

r eason ' because in 1835 Detroit papers reached Green Bay 

via Ch1cago in eleven days, but fequently were routed via 

Galena whlch took twent y ... slx days. And sometimes the mail 

r i der thr ew the mail overboard when it was too hot, too 

i 

cold ; or he was too tired. Mail between Green Bay and Chica-

go, a distance ot 240m11es, was still oarried on foot dur ­

ing the 1830 ' s. Alexis Clermont , a 'rench Canadian of Green 

Bay; carr1ed t he mail for Pierre Grignon, the contractor 

and a former Qreen Bay fur trader . Clerrnontsaid that h1s 

load was limIted to SIxty pounds and that he and his Oneida 

Indian COmpanion, usually made the round trip from Green 

Bay to Chicago 1n a month. '!bey carr1.ed two shot-bags filled 

43Ib1d., March 19, 1834, p. 3; August 2, 1834, p. 2. 
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with parched corn., but relied upon the Ind1ans for moat of 

their food enroute . H1a pay w'aa usually $60 t.o $65 for a. 

round tr1p, although he sometimes received as much 3.8$70 

for a trip in the fall and winte r . Clermont made his last 

overland tl~lp t o Chicago in the summer of' 1836. 44 

lIthen the edt tor of the Green l3al Intel11genCIqI' and 

1fl1sQons1n Democrat represented Green Bay at the Seventh 

Legislat1ve Council, be made sure that the memor1al the 

council del egates aent t o Congress contained explioit and 

graph1c complaint about mail delay,s. The memorial stated 

that the matl was frequently de t ained for weeks ate. dis­

tance of 50 to 60 miles from any settlem.ent because t he·re 

were no br1dgea across the streams. Some'Umes thema!l was 

so oompletely saturated with water that they were held up 

i 

a t Milwaukee for several days to dry them and many letters 

and papers were illegIble because they had been wat er>-soaked. 

As u8ual,the petitioners added their argument fQr the neces­

s1ty of sate and speedy transport of military dispatches, and 

land off1oe receipts, w1th the hope that the plea of' mIlItary 

and eoonomic neeees1 tll' mlgh..t mOve a. frugal Congress to make 

an appropriation to improve the roads whl0h would at the 

same tIme improve mall servlce. 45 

44zbid., June lS( 1835, p. 31 June 27. 1835, p .. 2; 
Reuben G~~altes (ed. J "Narrative of AleX1s Clermont, tt 
Wisconsin Hlstor1calSoclety; Collections, XV (1900), 453-
457. 

4~reen ... Ba.Y lntellts,en,cer and WIsc()nsin Democrat, 
January l~, 1B36, p.3. . 
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The editor 1 s patience was wearing thin, and under­

standably so, when he reported in January, 1836, that 

David. Irwin, the terri tor'1a1 delegate .. had sent 52 PQUnd1S 

of' law books, using his f ranking priv11egeto pay the 

postage. This meant that part 0·£ the letters and newspa­

pers had been left somewhere along the route because the 

l oad was too heavy for one horse to carry. Ellis pointed 

out t hat they CQuld all get along wi thout law books until 

the opening of lake nav.1gation. He ended his diatribe w1th 

his usual demand for better mail ser'Vice. Ellis continued 

to publish irascibl e comments about lat e mall until he 

sold the paper to 51)01e8. 46 

In September ; 1836, when Sholes pUblished the firs t 

issue of the W!socmaln ~moorat, he t ook up the cudgels, 

t oo. Sholes cited Seotion 32 (')f' the Post Office taw which 

imposed a fine not to exceed $500 and Impr1sonment for a 

term not over six months upon any postmaster who unlat/fully 

detained mail, or Who gave prefsren(Je in de11v.ery of the 

mails . Sholes hoped that an example would be made of the 

first postmaster who violated t hls law. 47 

'n1roughou1:; Sholes' edit.orsh1p , he. continued nis 

oampai gn for better matl servioe.. but like .Dox Quixot e, 

i 

he was charging windmillS in his oonf11ct w1th the Post mas ter 

ApX'11 
46Ib.1d., January 20 .. 1836, p .. 7H March 3, 1836, 

13,'""'I8;6; p .. 2. 

47Wlsconsin DemocX'at, September I, 1836, p. 3 • 
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General and Congress . Sholes oomplained in 1831 that thrones 

might r ock" I'epubl1.os might tot~ter and fall, and the bank-

rupt thousands might fire cannons against the walls of' the 

oap! tol, but that unless all these calam1 ties were aCH~om­

panted by an earthquake , the \Uscol1$in Democrat would remain 

i gnorant of anything beyond its immediate vicinity, because 

no mails had arrived for three weeks . Sholes d1dn'tstop 

at compl aints . He pursued the quest for better mail ser­

vice until he found the reason ror del ays . The Postmaster 

at DetrOit, Sheldon McKnight, excused the poor uervice by 

explaining tha.t the contractor for the mai l route f rom 

Niles , Michigan to ChIcago, Illinois had fat led, and had 

e;1:ven up his contract . A new contractor carried. the mail 

for only 41 days and then ga.Ve 1 t up as a losing buslnes.;.. 

r-tcKnlght was trying to arrange another contract . If he was 

unsuccessful, Green Bay would be cut off from direct service 

from the East until lake navlgatlcm opened . 48 

Some of' Sholes ' complaints must have moved Congx'es8 

becauae the senators and :representatives of the Second Ses­

sion af' the 24thCongres8 established fifteen new post 

,( 

r outes in Wisconsin Territory. Among these were three routes 

t o provide servioe for Green Bay Settlers to Madison via 

De Pel'S , La Fontaine . Calumet v111age, Fond du tac and Fox 

Lake. The second route ran from Green Bay via Nee~sho.to 

Wisconsin Demoorat" Deoember 30, 1831, p . 3; July 
21, 1838, p. 2. . 
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to Twin Rivers; and the th1rd, from Duok Creek to Green 

Bay. 

HOt>H~ver, these concessions to the people of Green 

Bay di d not completely satisfy the t;1isconsln ])emoc);'at, be­

caus e author izing routes and servicing them were two dif­

ferent t hlngs. I t was diffi cult t o find contractors t o 

carry t he mall over muddy roads, through swamps and cold 

streams. The 'DetrOit postmaster had not found a contrac­

tor for the Detro1t-Ch1cago route and mail bags. had accu­

mul ated at var ious points in Ml chi gan , Niles, St. Joseph 

and Mlchigan Ci ty . Sholes commented that the people of 

Qreen Bay Were deeply interested 1n this matter. He sald 

that t o be isolated in the wlnterwlthout mail communica­

tion east or south of Chicago was too muoh llke being 

buried alive to be at all agreeable. Then Sholes got to 

t he root of the mall problem by gl ving the real rea.son for 

t he poor servl ee--the Post Office Department allo¥/ed too 

small an al l owance to contrac t ors in t he West , and was In­

excusablysloll in paying even the small allowance they 

granted. When they f1no.111 did pay t he pittance, it was 

1n dra.fts on a hundred little post offlces two or three 

hundred miles apart. SQ the cost of collect1ng was often 

aSllluch as the amount collected. Sholes added that a con­

t ractor must have a large amount of capital , and he could 

count on his cap! tal being used up before Am.O$ Kendall 

would repay him. He ended hie editorial by stating that 

settlers in t he West would oontinue t o sutfer from i r regu­

lar1ty in mail delivery unt il the Postmaster General allowed 

,/' .~ .:' . 

i 



87 

more liberal compensation , and pald 1t directly to the con­

t rao tor a.aoon as it became due . His £lnal sentence was a 

dlreot threat: "We want reform, Amos, and the sooner you 

apply it , the better for the administration, for youl'self, 

and for' us . 1149 

Amos Kendall paid 11 ttle attention to Sholes a rlO his 

WisconsIn Democr.a t, and as was usual when the general gov­

ernment failed to solve a problem, the set·t lera solved it 

themselves . Mr~ Co. M. Rogers of Green Bay startea a sern1-

weekly rnal l and passenger service between Green Bay and 

i 

Fort Winnebago .. This etage connected with the mall s t age 

which ran twice weekly between Mineral Poi nt and Port W.1nne ... 

bago . Sholes commented sarcastically, "thankS to the enter­

prise of Mr. Rogers, and no thanks to .the Pos tOfflceDeeart­

ment, Green Bay now has twio.e weekly matl and passenger ser .. -
vice to .Mlneral point . 50 

When winter snows and rains made the roads impassable 

agaln , Sholes queried plaint:lvely: liWhat ha.s become of our 

mall?" He had to run off the Democrat and there was no news 

to put in i t because the mail had not arrived . rrhe follow ... 

Ing January, Sholes prInted a letter from George E. Graves , 

the contractor of the mall route between Green Bay and Chica­

go . Mr . Graves accused Amos Kendall of parsimony because 

he had cut his compensation one ... third, and had cut the service 

49:r.bld ' l August 11, .1838, p. 3; September 22, 1838, 
p . 2; Strong, History or Wisconsin TerrltoI'l , P.263. . . 

5Ow1scons1n Democrat; October 13, 1838, p . 3 • 
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.from thrlce.weekly to twice-weekly. Mr. Graves threatened 

to dlscont:1nl.\e his :route unless Amoll Kendall restoredh1s 

full compensation . Kendall ignored the threat and refused 

to reinstate thrice-weekly service until the following June. 

~then 1839 dret'l to a c lose, Sholes" the Wisconsin Democrat" 

Green Bay settlers and mail contractors were still at odds 

with the Post Office Department . As a t inal blow, Amos 

Kendall politely declined to fulfill a request f rom Green 

Bay set tlers for t wice- weekl y mail ser vice to Madison. 51 

The Post Office Department Jus t ified ita refusal to 

incr ease allowances to contractors , and to give better ser­

vice because the revenues from routes in W1sconsin Territory 

di d no t pay ror the costs . Since territot'ial delegates did 

not have a vote in Congress , they could no t w1eld polit1cal 

influenoe , des,p! t e t he pressUr'es exerted by Sholes and the 

Wiscons1n Democrat. Until financial conditions improved 

enough to warrant higher expenditures for postal services , 

the settlers in Green Bay solved their own problems l or at 

least ameliora'ted them, by establishing commeroial passenger 

s tages which also carried mall and freight . 

Although land commun1cation t o Milwaukee, Ch1cago and 

the Miss1ssippi River cont1nued t o gi ve cause for many com­

plaint s throughout the 1830 1 s, transportation on t he Great 

Lakes was much more sat,1sfactory . Issues of both the Green .. 

i 

51Ib1d ."Octeber 13, 1838, p . 3; October 23, 1838, 
p. 3; December II, 1838, p . 3; December 18 , 1838 ~ p. 2; Janu· 
ary 2, 1839, p .::? ; Mar ch 5, l839~ p . 3; December 11, J.839, 
p. 2; January 14, 1840, p . 2, February 11, 1840, ,p. 2 • 
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Bay Intellleaencerand the Wlsc(.m~ln DemQcrat carried lists 

of steamships entering and cleari ng from the port of Green / 

Bay, partly as evidence of the growing commercial impor,.. 

tance of the port~ and partly for practical i nformation to 

shippers and business men ·1.n vllsconsin 'l'arr! tory _ 52 

Notices concerning the condition of t he iee in the 

harbor and the Fox River indicated how eag.erly the people 

waited for the spr1ng thaws that would permi t travel to the 

lowet' lake porta, and would bring mail to the iee-bound 

settlers . The issue of March 24, 1838, carried an editorial 

that sounded like an acute attack Qf spr ing fever . Sholes 

lyr ically announoed that the' iee in t he 'O~ River had melted , 

the weatner was mild .. and the Wlsco:ru~:1,n,Capta1n Veasey 

aomman<:Ung, was s.oon to sa!1 to Chicago. By April I, Sholes 

hoped they would have communication with the lower lakes. 

Howeve r , i t was April 15 l:>efore the wlnte.r - weary settlers 

caught s.ight of the first vessel to enter the port that year . 

'lhat same issue carl'led s list ot the neW boats whieh would 

soon be plying between Gr een Bay and the othel' lake ports. 53 

Although transportatiQn by the lake' was more conveni ... 

ent and comfortable tha.n on t he pioneer roads, Eills and 

Sholes printed editor1als and art10les advocsti.ng harbor 

improvement s !.d th as Ii ttle success as thei:!:' pleas for roads . 

Althougp Congress treated the inhabit ants of the 

52lbid 'i June 9, 1837, p . 3. -
53I'bid • ., March 211- .. 1838 t p . 2; April 21 t 1838 .. p . 2 . 
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area west o.f' take Michigan like indigent step- chIldren, the 

newspapers doggedly insisted upon help from the general gov ... 

ernment. Agitation for roads, postal service and harbor 

facilities failed to move the parsimonious Congresses in the 

Jackson and Van Buren administrations , but that did not deter 

Sholes from waging editorial campaigns for internal improve­

ments . Atter 1836, agitation for improved communications 

between Lake Mich1gan and the Mississippi centered on plana 

tor a ra11road, even though Sholes continued to push for 

roads , canals and l ighthouses at the same time . Sholes 

reprinted a story from the Milwaukee AdvertIser whiCh com­

pared the cost of transport1ng lead to New York from the 

mines in southwestern Wisconsin via the Miss.lss1ppl R1ver­

New Orleans route, or v1a the Great Lakes a.nd Erie Canal. 

The saving via the Erie Canal route would be $110,000,000, 

said the members ot the Committee on Internal Improvements 

of the Legislatlve Council of the Te J"ri t ory of Michigan. 54 

1111s Comm1ttee met at Green Bay on January 13, 1836, and 

sent a memorial to Congress advoQating the construction of 

a rail road trom Milwaukee to the Mississippi, as well as 

various other internal impr OVements" such as U.ghthouses, 

harbor imprOVements, and the removal of obstructIons in 

the ' .ox, Wisoonsln and Misslss1ppi Rivers . Shole$ sald that 

the Milwaukee Advertiser had printed anart1ele favoring 

the railroad trom Milwaukee to the Mississippi and a canal 

54Ibld . , September 1, 1836, pp , 2, 3; House Journal, 
Wlscons1ri'"'!:eils1ature , 1836, p •. l3.; Madison En~Uirer, Decem­
ber 1, 183B~~p. 3j Milwaukee Courier, August I , 1841, p. 4; 
Milwaukee Sentinel and Gazette, February 25, 1851, p. 3 . 
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:from t he Lake t o tne Rook River, but that he \lta..8 not pre'" 

pared to Judge the advanta.ges or disa.dvantafles of any 

route. , However, he belIeved that a railroad Or canal 

would conn~ct take Michigan with the M1ssissippi in the 

near tuture .. 'lb1s was surely a safe predIction because 

manY' buainess lea.ders were promoting the project through 

the dele,ga tee t o tJ'le tart-! torial l egisla.ture. Governor 

Henry Dodge 1n his f.1rst message to the legislature on 

October 26, 1836, spent some time on the general question 

of internal 1mpr ovements. He especiall y reoommended the 

oonst'l"uotion of the M11waukee ... M1ssisslppl RaIlroad. '!be 

legislators sent a memorial to Congress asking for an 

appropriation whlchCongress finally apprOved, allotting 

$2 ,000 for a. SUNey. A topographical engineer began the 

survey, bu t after completing twenty miles of the Pl"opOQ.ed 

r oute, he r eport ed adversely on the proJect. By thi s time 

five years had gO.n.e by and Wisconsin still had no railroad' 

to the Mississippi. ~e Promoters began to lose hope . 

Gone were the b1g dreams some had entertained of a rail­

road from the Lakes to the Mississippi , and eventually to 

the Pa.cU'1e. 'l1ley would be 8a.~1erled now if only they had 

a. railroad from M11wauk.ee to Belo1 t or to vlaukeaha. But 

many ·of' the promot ers breathed their las t before the first 

cars s t arted for WaukeshaQn the morning ,of February 25, 

1851. 

The LaFontaine Railroad Company was another ra11 ... 

road bubble t hat bur.s t . .David Jones, M.L. Martin and 

, ,,:-, . " .. ~ .:' . . 
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James D. Doty were the Directors lfhose pUI'pose it v(as to 

build a railroad from La Fontain.e on the Pox R1ver to 

Winnebago C1ty on the northeastern shOre ot Lake Winneba.go. 

1Jh1s projeot came to nothing partly because of the Pan10 

of 1837 " and partly beoauaeof the many arguments over the 

relative value or railroads .. plank roaasor canals . 55 

Desp1te these fa1lures , Sholes cont1nued to plea.d 

for help from Congress for internal improvements. He 

praised the advantages of' the Green Bay area , and insisted 

that Oongress must give help to 1mpI'ove the rapids on t he 

Fox. River and to build 11ghthouees,. ~18 editorial implies 

that Sholes had by this time made h1s dee1s1on as to the 

greate r utility of the Fox ... W1seotl$1n Waterwayc.ornpared to 

the proposed M11waukee- ?Jiiss1ss1pp:1 Ra11roa<l which would , 

of course ~ b uild up fililw·aukee at the expen.se of Green BaY'. 

Although Sholes, natur ally enough, f avored Green Bay over 

Milwaukee as a terminuB for a wa.terway proJeo t , he oould 

see the advant age 0·1' a. railr oad frOM Detrol't t o Chicago. He 

announoed that this railroad would cut the travel t ime to 

17 hours compared t o the 900- lnile lake trip which took f'rom 

t hree days to a wee.k~ depending upon weather . As late as 

Augus.t 27, 1839 Sholes was still pleading for internal im­

provements and discussing t hevar10us means that could be 

used to improve cormnun1catlon .56 

55W1sQoneln .Democrat, March 17" 1837, p . 2. 
~ . - - - -

56Ib1d., December 30, 1837 , p. 3J January I, 1839 . 
p . 3; Augu~t211i 1839 , p. 3. 
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Although Sholes later came t o rea11ze that a railroad 

from Detro! t t o Chicago and, one from M1lwaukee to the M1$si-, 
i 

ss1ppi,would beneflt. Green Bay indirectly, he was opposed to 

Mllwaukee 's progress at, Green Bay ' s expense. 'therefore" he 

promoted the Fox-Wisconsin Waterway just as Ellis had .. Both 

editors were blind to the engineer ing difficulties of ever ... 

coming the rapids 1n the lower Fox., and they m1nimized the 

need for dredging a deeper ahannel 1n both the Fox and W1s­

censln , and the reasibility of digg1ng a canal to join t he 

Fox and Wisconsin a t the Portage . 

In the firs t iesue of the Green-Bajl ;tntel11gene~r , 
Q • . . - . 

Ell1s pr1nted the resolution drawn up by the c1tizens of 

Gr een Bay calling the a.ttention of Congress to the need 1t>r 

1mprovement of the Fox- vasconsin Waterway. The memorial 

'stated that this rout e was the only practicabl e one between 

take Miohigan and the upper Mississippi above the rapids a t 

Rock Island . '!be government tranaported much mater1al, the 

cOst or which would pay for improvements to naVigation, s8.id 

the committee; and the lea-a mines would also have dir ect and 

sai'e transport to the Atlantic states. The FOX-Wisconsin 

Waterway could be made navigable for 25-ton ~oats and not 

more t han 12-1/2 miles of canals were needed, including the 

canal at the portage between the Fox and Wisconsin at the 

site of For t Winnebago. The members ot the committee added 

that the improvement would uni te the northern and southern 

parts of the territory, and that improvement of the rapids 

of the Fox River would help in moving troops to fight the 

" :' ,;: . 
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W1nnebagoes, Sacs and Poxes. 57 

lnMareh El l is wrote an editorial urging the develop-...­

ment of the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers, and. the following 

Aup:us t reported 8 18tl enacted by the Mich1gan Legislative 

Counc1l incorporating the vl1sconsin Portage Canal Company 

which \>las created to mal{e a canal across the portage be ... 

tween the Fox and W1SCOl'l.sin Rivers. lJ.'he distance was one 

mUe and 37 chalns ? a.nd the estimated cost of Qonstruction 

was $100 .. 000. Sllis complained that the bill had not been 

approved by the House of RepreBentat1ves; and so Wisconsin 

was suffering from the neglect and cupidity of the legisla" 

tors in i4aSh1ngton.58 . 

Ellis continued to publicize the need for the FOl~­

Wisconsin improvement , and so did Sholes. Articles signed 

"Ouiacons1ntt
, and attributed to James Doty, appeared in 

the Wiscons1n Democr~t. The articles described the d1scov~ 

ery of the route by Marquette and 30liet, and pOinted out 

the advantages of a water I'oute from Green Bay to the Miss­

isaippi . Sh.oles commented th.a.t the wr1.tel" of the articles 

was well informed , and his suggestions demanded considers.. 

t1on. 59 

58I bid. , March 5, 1834, p. 3 and August 2, 1834, p. 3. 
59 Ibid., September 1, 1836, p. 3. -
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In April Sholes reported that the U. S. Sena.te 

had adopted a res(J)lution to instruct the Comm1 ttee 011 

Publ1c Lands to 1nquire into the expediency of granting 
i 

t o the Portage Canal Company of Wisconsin the right of 

pre-emptIon to land lyi ng between the Fox a.nd Wisconsin 

ru.v~rs for the canal. The next month Dan1el lt1h1 tney" 

President , and H. S. Baird; Secretary of the Portage 

Canal Company, advertised for bidS , and for 100 laborers 

to dig the canal. 60 

'!he :f'ol lowi ng July,' David Jones, A.. J. Irwin and 

J . D. Doty, Directors of ·t he Flox River TransportatIon 

Company a announced the beginning of their transportation 

company . They adVertis ed a r ate of $1.25 per hundred 

from Green Bay to the pox'tags and $1 .00 per hundred to 

Winnebago Lake or Pond du Lac. They also advertised s team­

boat service €In the Wlsc(J)ns1n to the M1SS1S3iPP1.6l 

In September , Sholes reported plans for another canal 

to Join the Fond du Lac and the l.fe~ t branch of the Rock 

River. ,Sholes urged the construction of thIs canal vlhtoh 

would open an out let to the pine lumber of the Wol f River , 

t hus giv1ng settlers on the Rook River the building materi­

a ls ttley needed . The canal would also open another chan­

nel to the Mississippi fora second water communica.t ion 

through the center of' l'l1sconsin Terr i t ory. (lover nor Dodge , 

too, ,urged t he legislature t o Bend a memor ial t o Congress 

60Ib1d. , April 28, 1838, p . 3. 

61,I bid . , July 21, 1838, p . 1 . -
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asking for a donation of 150, 000 acres of land to be Gold 

,to provide f'Ul'ld~s fOI' the impI'()vement of the Fox, River at 

Orllen Bay and the Rock and Pekatoneca R1vers, and a canal 

f'rom the Rock River through the Four takes to the t-liscon-­

sin R1veI' . GovernOr Dodge explained that the improvement 

of' the Fox and W.isconsln Rivers, and the canal at the 

portage would open fe r t1le Cow1try to. emigration and would 

provide a. dh"ect communioation with Eastern markets for 

the lead mines in south~/estern l'f1sconsin. 62 

In December of that Y'oal', Sholeo I'epr 1nted a letter 

to the edl tor of the Milwaulcee Advertiser . Thewr1ter 

urged the citizens of Wi sconSin Territory to back an inter­

nal improvement program financed by a loan obtained on the 

cr'edl t 'of the Territory. In his r'eport Qf' the legislative 

proceedings that same month , Sholes mentioned the memorial. 

of the Brown County citizens who asked fQr the passage of 

law authorizing a loan of $3,000,000 on the credit of 

Wisconsin Territory. The money would be used for t.he im­

provement of the Fox .. Wisconsln~ Milwaukee , Rock t and Peka .. 

tonica Rlvers.'l1le motion was read and ordered to be laid 

on the table . In January, Sholes urged that this b11l in­

troduoed by Mr . Irwin shOUl d he passed because ;I.-t would 

benefit t he Whole area . Sholes also reported that the 

Secretar".{ of War had reoommended the improvement of the 

62Ib1d. , December 4, 1838 ~ p . 3. -

' .•... ;- . 
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navigation of the Fox lUve.r . Sholes oommented that the 

annual sl:lv1.ng to' the United States in the transporta.tion 

of troops and mill tary a teres 't'/ould go far toward pay1n 

"he tthole O:l;penaa of the undertaking:. 63 

PeS!);:' to the uJ:'gin~ Q1' Sholes and the memorials of 

the 01 t1zens of Wisconsin Ter:d. tory:l and desp1 te the af .. 

.. 

arts of James D. Doty tlho .sPQnGored 01110 to lJrov1de a 

general system of internal improvements for Wisconsin by 

allowing the terl"t tot'lal l e&i.sla ture to float a loan to 

:£'inanoe the pl'ojeotG .. t.he COngre06 of' the Uni ted States 

refused to pa.s~ the measure. This was providential for 

Wisconsin Territory beCIlUS¢ if' the Territory had plunged 

into debt to finanoe \,;ate rwaya whiob \"lould soon be outmoded 

by t'll.ilr()ado I 1 t w'ould have become 'bankrupt a s did lllBnY 

other states which defaulted on payment of debts tor oanals 
. . 64 and ot hel' internal improvements. 

631b1d., December 25 . 1838, p. 2; January 1, 1839, 
p. 2. 

64w!ra~On$ln . Engutrer (MacH.eon) I March . 9 . 1839, p, 3; 
repr1nted In WIsconeinDeinocrat, August 27 1839, th 2; 
Str-ong, Hle toq Of' \~18con81n ¥irr1tol'1. 278, 28>1 Balthasar 
Henry Meyer, Hist ory of &1"1y Raiiroad Legislat10n in 
W1Boonsln( 11 \i18consln Histor ical Socle'ty . Col lections, 
XIV (1898 , ,218 ... 219 . . . 

'; ':' . , .. . ·\.4 • 
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CONGLUSIO N 

Thus dld tb.e Green .Day newspaper. "fleet oommunity 

1tt. andprotnQ1h~ $octal and. eoollomlc, growtb. 'lbe new.paper. ' 

d •• oribed the pattern of soctal and cultural l1t. through 

the Mvertlaementsand. edlto»ial., and. thro-\lSh ~prtl'lted~ 

article. on t_peftnce, ta*h1ona. ehl1d t ..... ~lng, and rules 

tordutltul wi.... EM. tori-ala $l')d arttcleit J>ubll .01~ed the 

•• eabl1$hn1ent Of SOhOol • . Md oburcm ••• and meeting. otthe 

lyoeum and *"ea41ng , ••• oct.tlon.. Po •• . and: .x~.:rpt. tNt! 

•• nt1lnential. novels 111 uatX'tlte the 11 tel'81"1 tut. Of the 

18:30'.. ''lb. eQitOi"fJ Pl'ODloted the .~&b'U.iihJatnt of the 

ElPlaoopal. ChuJ'C)b and pubU •• lled. it. 1"~lg1o.u. anA 800181 

,actlfitl... Ho ..... v.". anoth.r 11lponallt ..... nt ot commun­

tt, 1.1~ •• the FHnoh-oana4la C"t21olle. who haa enabl.l8hM 

tl\.1~ ()'1m 8Got,." and rellpou. lit. 10·118 betC»ft the AE"a­

Bay ,IJ\1it111gtPI'l .. founded, we,.. n.Cl.cte4. Pl'Oba'bl.1 

because theT 414 not conto'ft to the tank •• Pl'Ot •• tant oUl. ... 

tun. 

'lbe newapapel' hel,p4td, to a..,llopthe .0011011110 grewth or 

'the ana ~ Pi'OlD()t1rrg tbe Fo.Wl" C)O.l1$ln_t.~ .oonltruot­

lon of "ada. I.1APl'Ov.men'b of hlqtbol". q4 •• tabllahmerrb of 

;po,tal taol11 tl •• ~EtU. tol'1.:la and &ftlOl •• p~.lng the 

tertl11 tJ' et tbe' .011 and tbe abUndanoe 'ot natunl n80ul"Ce8 

ancourag.4 om181'*tton to W1.80cn'lilln '1"emtory end thU8 

spAJkec1 .:eoMm.ie 8lX>wth, 

.," ..... ~,.:- . 
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'lbeG£oen.-Bar Intel11e;enoer ,!lld wt'Qon,ln Demoomt 

not only promoted th'e social and economic growth of ,: 

Wisconsin 'rerrltol'Y, but also crystal11zed oommunity 

opinion to provide the impetus needed to 1naugurate 

soelelend eeonomto 4.mprovem'ents. f.leetlngs of the eitl­

zens of Wi.Conain Terrl tory, and memor1al ,s to Congress 

requesting funds for lnt,rrual lmpNveDlenta han some 

degree of sucoess beoause the newlJ)apera publicized the 

needs of the ,ettlers and. preasured public offloials to 

allocate funds. 

In an era When communicatIon wa. dltficul. t, the new .... 

paper orten p~vlded 'the only link between the Bettler . 

and his;, former home in New England. nte Grten;=;J3!l 

IntelJ,lp;eng.r and W\.gons1U DerQosm often provided the 

' only new$. .of national. and lnt.1'1Ult~onalarfatrB as well 

as knowledge of the workings o·f rep,reaentatl ve government. 

BecaUSe book. were sCarce in ploneer time •• the newspapel's 

were read and re-read.. and then pa •• ed from nelghbor to 

nelghbOr. They not only 1'etleCted COlDlllUnl ty l1fe and. pro­

mo'ted so01&1 and eul. tural 11fe, but al..o prepared thell' 

readers to take an actlve part in the development ot an 

. outpo'st of Mle1tigan Terri t017 to Wlaoondn Terl"l tory • 

.. : .. 
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