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and from Robespierre to Barras grow and advance toward a
more radical and more sectarian implety.

It would not be historlcally correct to say that
snti-Catholic wotives were the sole forces that led to the
subsequent acts. The reorganization of the 3tate did in-
volve that of the Church, but the conoslusions of enlighten-
ment led it along the anti-Catholic path, The work of
the Assembly was three~fold; 1t was political, 1t was aoelal,
and it was religlious. There were many extenuating circum~
stances that led the Churach to her subservient position., In
August, 1789, France experienced the "Great Fear", yet sghe
was being led by altrulstic leaders who wanted a Consti-
tution, the objJect of the issembly, at any ocost, This desire
lead to the night of rugust 4. The nobllity and the clergy
wers called upon to saorifice, and sacrifice heavily. 4
representative of the nobility, Viscomte de lNoailles, pro-
posed the imuediate abolition of all feudal taxes; the
clergy Jolned in this proposal and the :ugust l-iugust 11
decrees came into effect, it the last session, after
several prieséa had renounced their tithes, the Arehbishop
of Paris rose to speak:

In the name of all the clergy we surrender all
the tithes hitherto possessed by the Chursh into
the hands of the just and generous nation., But
let the Gospel be preached among us as before,
let public services be celebrated with dignity
«nd propriety, let the churches be aerved by
virtuous and sealous priests, and let the poor be
asaisted as before! This was the object of our

tithes. But we trust ourselves to the National
Asgenbly and do not doubt that it will make 1t
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