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PREFACE 

In the 1vords of' Emerson: lI,t.ian does not 11'17e by bread alone 

but by f'aith, by admiration and by sympathy." Heroes can help us 

rill that other need. Casi mir l'ulaski, a true bero , can teach us 

much that is of value in our personal lives. especially in this 

day and age t.zhen the ideal.s .ror imich he f'ought and died have not 

as yet been 'WOn .rOX' all peoples. Therei"ore, this study is intended 

todise1ose a 1ile unself'ishly led and ab\llldant "!frith personal and 

civic Virtues worthy of' emulation. 

~1y deep and sincere gratitude must be expressed to Dr. Roman 

Smal- Stoek1 v:rho , as a person and a scholar, has been an example and 

an inspiration. Without his kindness and enoouragement the task at 

hand would have been immea.surably more difficult. I also wish to 

thank ~ mother. who first introduced me to things Polish, and 

thereby greatly enriched ~ l:i.f'e. 



Ohapter 

I. PULASKI IN ~~tJJro. • • . . • • • • . • • • • .• 1 

Poland i n the Eighteenth Century 
Pulaski and the Confederation of Bar 
Reasons for the Failure of the Confederation 

()f Bar 
Significance of the Confederatlon of .Bar 

II. PULA ,SKI IN EXUJ:: • • • • (io • • .. • • • • . . .. ." 44 

52 III. PULASKI IN AMERICA • . .. • • • • • . .. . 
The English Coloni,es In America Before 1176 
The American Revolutionary War 
Pulaski Under \1ashington'S Command 
The Pulask'l Legion 
Pulaski at Savannah 

IV . AN EVAJ;,UATION OF PULASKI AND HIS CONTRIBtJTION 

v. 

TO POI..CtND AND Ai-mRICA. • • • • • • • • • • • • 99 

An Evaluation of Pulask1 
'ulaski ' s Contribution to Poland 
PulaSki ' s Contribution to America 

PULASKIANA IN POLAND AND AMERICA 

Pulaak1ana in Poland 
Pulaskiana in America 

.. . • " • • • .. 106 

BIBLIOGRAPHY . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 118 

i 



LIST OF I LLUSTR TION~ 

19ur e Page 

1. Pulask1. ' s coa t ot arms: then1ght-heron ••• Fronti6piec~ 

2 . 

4. 

RUS8ian territory as the t errain for 
the Bar Confederation War, 1766",:,,69 • • • 

r~p of Pulaski ' s Campaign in Lithuania, 1769. 

• • 

• • 

The provinoe of Great Poland 815 the terrain 
for the Bar Confederation War, 1769·71 • • • 

Terrain of the V1etula and san Rivers for 
the Bar Confederat ion War , 1770-71 • • • • • 

113 

114 

115 

116 

6. Plan of attack against Savannah • • • • • • • • • 117 



CHAPTER I 

CASIMIR PULASKI IN POLAND 

Poland-Lithuania in the Eighteenth Century 

In 1770 Poland-Lithuania was a large country which ex­

tended from the Baltic almost to the Black Sea. It had an 

area of about 280,000 square miles. The population was 

about eleven and a half million, with almost seven million 

Poles. Poland was an agricultural country and its public 

wealth was slight. Thus, compared with its geographical 

size, Poland's population was sparse and its financial 

condition was wanting. Poland, as a result, was encounter­

ing increasing difficulty in raising and maintaining an army 

of suffioient size and effectiveness to oope with the rising 

military establishments of Prussia, Russia, and Austria. Also, 

against the attaoks of these powers Poland lao ked natural 

as well as artifioial fortifications. Its land was wide and 

flat, mostly unprotected by mountains and almost inviting 

attack. 
Poland throughout its history had been ruled by several 

dynasties, both Polish and foreign, and in the eighteenth 

century the saxons were on the throne. Under them, culture, 

learning, and state affairs reached their lowest level in 

Poland, and 
We find that the parliamentary systemlhad 
degenerated due to the 'Liberum Veto' ••• 

lThe right of one representative of the Polish Sejm 
~Diet) to rendef all legislation null and, void by saying 
nie pozwalam" I do not permit it.) In the eighteenth 
centu~y this privilege often broke up the Diet and not 
until the Constitution of the third of May, 1791, was it 
replaced with the principle of majority rule. 



Fj.nanclal m1sma.nagement caused the reduc .. 
t,1on of the standing army. Re11gious in­
tolerance of the kings, dec11ne of the 
towns, the supremacy and selfishness of 
the magnates , and the pauperizatlon or the 
country ror the sake or the vain foreign 
kings and aristocrats character1ze the 
period. The decline or educat .lon brought 
lnd,lfrerenCe and apathy among the gentry. 2 

In 1763 the Polish throne became vacant due to the 

death of the Saxon king, Augustus Ill. Immediately Russia 

and Prussia made a treaty between themselves to support 

tan1slaus Ponia.towski,. the, nephew of one 01' Poland's most 

i ,l l uetr10u8 magnates, Prince Adam CzartorySk1. 3 This Russo-

Pruss1an treaty also provided for mutual mil1tary and 

financial ass1stance in case of war; opposition to any Polish 

constitutional changes, by force of' arms 1f necessary ; and 

finally, intercession with the Pollsh government on beha.lf 

of the diss1dents. 

Poniatowski ha,d little to recommend him tor thepoa1t1on 

01' king or Poland except his handsomeness and h1s pleasant 

cultured manner. This of course appealed very much to 

Catherine or Russ1a. In 1756 Poniatowsk1 was attaChed to 
the suite 01' HanbuJ>i Wil.liamsJ the Brltish ambassador at 

St . Petersburg. Here he attracted the attentlon of the 

young Grand Duchf.ss Oatherine, w1fe of the helr to the 

throne or Russia. He became one of her many lovers and 

2 Joseph A. Wytrawa l, America i' a PoliSh Herl tage • 
(Petro1t: EndurancePress# i961), pp. 13-14. 

3czartorysk1, (1734-1823), was a prince of Poland, 
a general and a wrlter. 

., ' . 
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Catherine later supported him for the throne of Poland. 

Perhaps though. this 1s too harsh an estimate of Poniatowski, 

for he also ha.d a fine mind and a fascinating personality 

\'Jhlch gave birth to a later Polish cultural, polltlcal, and 

intellectual regeneration. 

Unfortunately, the moral strength whlch 
alone could have made young Poniatowsk1 
the king Poland needed 1n the tragic hours 
that awaited her', formed no part ot that 
accomplished intellectuality. Supple and 
benevolent, he was wanting not only the 
energy whlch had assured his father's amazing 
career, but, above all, in the moral prin­
c1ples which were being reborn in th! 
tormented souls of many other Poles. 

The support Ca,therlne gave Poniatowski was more than 

Just an expressio.n of preference. In addition to much 

bribery, she supportea her ca.ndidate with an army of fifteen 

thousand men wh1chappeared at 'Warsaw and surrounded the 

Diet on the day of election, while a. much larger force was 

stat10ned on the frontier ready to lnvade Poland. In such 

a ma.nner' was Poniatotisk1 elected king of Poland on September 7, 

1764. Although normally the king of Poiand was restricted 

in his authority, the new k1nghad even less power because 

he wss subject to the Russian agent, Prince Nicholas 

Repn1n, 5 who had guaranteed his election. K1ng Pon1atowsld 

was nominally head of the executive branch and of the army. 

Theexecut1ve branch cons1sted ot the chief officers -of 

state, over whom the klng had little control, as they were 

40scarHaleCk'1, J\ fi1stoq of ' ol and. (New York: Roy 
Pub11shers, 1956), pp. 191-92. -

5Repn1n, (1734-1801), ' was a Russian prince. general, 
and diploma.t. 
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appointed for life. The army was small and often without 

pay. In time of war the gentry was expected to raise forces, 

but there was no effeotive way of enforc1ng this obliga­

tion. With suoh oonditions, a less determined, less 

dedicated king oould easily be oontent with aooepting the 

extreme restriotions on his rightful power and be satisfied 

, with being a well-dressed, polite, and graoious oultural 

leader. 

In add1tion, even before Poniatowski beoame king, legis­

lation 1n the Diet beoame practically impossible. The most 

neoessary reforms were indefinitely postponed. The liberum 

veto had blocked all progress and practically enoouraged 

dishonest polit1cs and bribery. To add to the general anarchy 

of the per10d was a custom which had grown up among the gentry, 

This custom permitted them, wrongly or rightly, to form con­

federations, often with considerable military strength, in 

opposition to the polic1es of the Diet or the activit1es of 

the king. This tended to make the gentry very independent, 

undiscipl1ned, and oftentimes tyrann10al in 'its4' dealings, 

especially with the peasants. Evidenc1ng the general d1s­

oord and degeneraoy of the period is the old Polish saying, 

"Under the Saxon king" eat, drink, and loosen your belt.,,6 

With this philosophy in mind, the gentry conoerned itself 

less and less with the well-'being of Poland, but rather 

sought to enrioh itself at the expense of Poland. 

6Josef Chociszewski, Dzieje Narodu Polskiego. (Poznan: 
J. K. Zupanski, 1888), p. 224. (Writer's translation). 
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However, these serioue defects in Poland d1d. not go 

unnoticed, and they were predioted and exposed as long ago " 

as 1667 when King Casimir stated: 

Magnanimous Polish gentlemen, you are a 
glorious republic • • • the dsy will arrive, 
and the day is perhaps not far off when 
this glorious republic will get torn into 
shreds hither thither, be stuffed into the 
pockets of covet·ous neighbors, Brandenberg, 
Muscovy, and Austria, and. find. itself re­
duced to zero.. and abolished from the face 
of the earth.' 

Also .. Peter Skarga., an outstanding Polish priest and 

orator sa1d: 

What can I do with you, poor State, it 
w1l1 fall when you do not expect 1t and 
orush you all in its rUins, you Will be 
poor eXiles, despised vagabonds. ts 

Despite these enormous problems within Poland, it 1s 

certain that a remedy would have been found.. However, by the 

time serious reform was in the making, Poland was already 

too muoh in the clutches of its enemies, who were determined 

to prevent reform, keep Poland weak, and eventually partition 

it a.mong them. Among the, leaders of Poland' 8 enem1es were 

several outstanding personalities. In the East there was 

Catherine II, Empress of RUSSia, who was certainly one of 

the most remarkable women of history. 

She allowed no considerations of public 
morality or faith in treaties to inter-
fere 1n her schemes. It is certain that 
from a very early per10d of her reign this 
bold, proud, and self-reliant woman deter­
mined to elteno her territory at the expense 
of Poland.':J 

7Lord Eversley, The Partitions of P~land. (London: 
T. Fischer Unwin, Ltd., 191~, p. 15. 

8Ibid ., p. 30. -
9Ibid ., p. 31. 
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The fIrst, manifestations o,f CatherIne's aggressive polley 

toward Poland were found in her 1nsistence that Peter 131.ron, . 

instead of the king of P,oland' s son, Prince Karl 01' Saxony, 

be duke of Cour1an(i. This dictate was quite obviously out ... 

slde Catherine's author1ty, as the duchy of Courlandwas a 

t1ef of the Polish Crown. In 1763 Poland refused Cat herine ' s 

demand ; nevertheless .. after various threats, Catherine sent 

Russian troops into Cour1ane and se1zed 1t for Peter Biron . 

Although Courland remaIned for another 
thIrty years under the nominal Suzerainty 
01' Poland, she had beoome tor all prac­
t1oa1 purposes , a Russ1an proteotorate 
and was treated assuch.10 

In the West there was Frederick of· Prussia, who won his 

reputat10n as a great general and adm1nistrator. 

In h1s young days, he wrote an able re­
futation of Mac::h1e.vel11'e The Prince. 
When he ascended the throne he very soon 
tlung aslde the great pr1nc1p1es which 
he had so s'trong1y Ins1sted upon 1n h1s 
book. TerritorIal aggrancU,zement was to 
him as , to Catherlne11the main object of 
hi.' foreign poliCy. , 

F1na11y. in the South~ Poland \-Jas faced with Austria 

and Empress Mar1a Teresa. Trad1tionally, Austria had been 

f' r1andly w1th Poland and recogn1zed the necesslty of an 1n­

dependent Poland as a buffel' state. In addit10n, Austr1a 

owed a debt of gratitude to Poland because Poland's k1ng, 

John Sob1esk1, saved Austria and Christendom from the Turks 

at the battle of' Vienna in 1683. Then too. Empres8 Marla 

16Miehael ~. Florlnsky, RU88ta . (New York : Macmillan 
Co. I 1959), p. Si6 . 

112ver,SleYfJ p. 30. 



Teresa, who was known for her virtue and honesty, was 

opposed to any interference or territorial expansion at the 

expense of Poland. 

But Austria alone was not able to with­
stand a combination of Russia and Prussia, 
especially when it was involved in a war 
with France • • • On the plea of her 
adVisors, Empress Maria Teresa was per­
suaded much against her will i~ join in 
a combination against Poland. 

Curiously though, despite Austria's apparent regret 

for the fate of Poland, it was the first to annex a part of 

Poland's territory. 

Which country, then, was chiefly responsible for the 

aggressive policy toward Poland? Obviously, s1nce all 

three Qations shared in the spOils, all three shared the 

responsibility. However, of the three, Russia most 

actively conspired against Poland, and most diligently 

worked, mainly through bribery and military force, to 

secure Russian domination over Poland. Before and during 

Poniatowski's reign, Russia openly dictated to Poland, and 

when sat1sfactory control could not be maintained over 

recalcitrant Polish elements, the Russian army was sent 

into Poland on the pretext of maintaining order. Goaded 

by increasing Polish resistance to Russian interference, 

Russia had no choice but to finally outright partition 

Poland. Thus, certainly in the first partition, and then 

7 

in the subsequent partitions, Russia played the largest part. 

Although Poland was surrounded by enemies and had 

l2Ibid., p. 33. 



almost insurmountable dOtlestl0 problems,. 1t at last made a 

valiant attempt at reform . 

In spite of all the fa11uX'ea of Poniatowski's 
fore1gn pollcY> his re,~gn constitutes an 
epoch of genu1nena,t;ional regeneration, are­
generat1onwb1ch could, not avert the final 
catasti;-ophe, butwhieh forbids us t o see 1n 
that catastrophe the immediate and fatal con; 
sequence of' the decay that hed preced~1 t ,,1,;1 

The beginnings ,of' reform started, ev'en before Poniatowski 

became king- Educational reforms were de&peratoly t'ie:$ded and 

Father Stanislaus Konarski 14 was chiefly l"espon~tble for 

e,hem. GOVernmental reforms were begun at the Diet of Con­

vocatlQn Which preceded P~m1atowski t s ~lectlon.There an at­

·tempt was made to .limit the l1berum veto ; however" Repnln, who 

was alreaCly at that tlme wOl'klng £01" Rl.1ssia" successfully eon­

n:1 ved tomalntaln the anarchical oonst1tutlcm or the country • 

l'levertbeleS8 1 at thiS Diet, beg1n111ngs were made 1n soelal t 

economic , and adm1nistrative retonn" and four oommissions 

';Jere establ1shed - war, JUBtice" pollee, and treasury - and 

tbere was a ~enera.l duty introduced on all 80048, which 

e:Umlnat ed ~n · of the gen~ry ' s greatest privlleges .. l5 

When Poniatowski cattle to the throne he wa,s willing to 

permit further reform" \)u,t he enoountere(l many dl1't1oult1es . 

He was not given much sU'pport bU the POles themselves be ... 

cause many refused. to accept him as tbeir lawful Idng 

13Halecki> p. 189. 

l.4Konarsici) (11'00.,..1773); was a Ptarst priest , and, wrlter. 
He was the founder ot the Collegium Nobl1iull'l" a school fof.> the 
Polish gentry. He a1,so advooated state refoms. 

. . 15August, Sokolowski, D~1~~e Polskli , Il!.~strowan,e (Vienna: 
Mauryce Perles Co., 1904 L p . 3 2. 
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d.ue to the election '1rJr egularltiee and his personal un­

popularity. He provoked Ca therine by not being as doc11e . 

as she haa expected, and he tried to improve Polish 

relations 'With Austr1a and. France, which in turn further 

strengthened Prussia's and Russia's determ1nation to hamper 

reform in POland. Nevertheless. during the first t wo years 

of Kirlg Poniatowski's reign, several m'lni8,trles and com­

missions were fome<). whioh funotioned well, and a speci~l 

eounoil of ministers was to be formed. Also, finane,ial 

and m,onetary reforms helped the budget to be balanced. ~ lth 

Prince Czartoryskl, Poniatowslci founded an excellent 

military school \1here attended among others, 'radeusz 

Koso1uszko. And. with Count Andrew Zamoyski16 he began a 

cons1deration of the needs of the urban population. 

In 1766 the f1rst D1etof Poniatowsk1's reign was 

c l1ed. It was hoped that this Diet would develop these 

beginnings and especially work toward the limitation of 

the l1berum veto; however, con$ideration ot this subject 

was quick.ly dropped, under furthel'" Rus81an and Pruss1an 

threats ot war. T.o further cause t .rouble, ~u8sia and 

Prussia through their br1bedrepresentat1ves brought up 

the question of the rtghts olthe non-Cathol1c populatl.on. 

As was prev10usly mentioned, only about seven out or the 

eleven mill10n people 1iv1ng in Poland were ~oles. The 

remainder was Lithuanian, Jewi'sh, Ukrainian, Byelorussian, 

etc. 

" i6zam:oysKl, (1716-1792). \'las a count and chancellor 
of Poland from i764-67~ 
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Religious toleration was accorded to the non .... Catho11e 

minorities . the "dissenters" II in POland. tor hundreds of 

yeaxos ; however. in the elghteentboentury the Catholic 

majorIty became less tolerant and retused equal civi! 

r ights to the d1esenters. From the p01nt 01' vi ew of Rome 

and the Catholic Pole, perhaps these were drastic measures, 

but they were necessary cons1dering the prevalent dangers. 

In Poland there was the tll'emendous 1nfluence 01' t he 

Luther an state. Prussia, and the Orthodox state, Russ I a . 

And, because 01' Poland's strong bonds w1th, and admirat10n 

fortihe French, the en11ghtened, 1rre11g1ous ideas of' 

Voltaire, Rousseau , and D1derot , etc., were spreading in 

Poland . Therefore the Poles, feartul of non-Catholic or 

1rre11g1oue 1nroads, were 1n no mood to be forc·ed in their 

own country by Russia and Pruss1a into accepting the dis­

senters as equals. 

Also, we must remember that the dissenters were 

demanding trom the Catholic majority an equality that 

ex1sted 1n no other country 1n Europe in the eighteenth 

century . When this equality was not forthcoming, thed1s­

senters appealed tor aSSistance to fore1gn powers, Protestants 

to PrUSSia , and OrthOdox to Russ1a . 17 This 01' course gave 

Pr USSia, and particularly Russ1a , another excuse to inter­

f ere, · 8 S was readily admitted by Panin,Cather1ne' s chi ei' 

of foreign affairs from 1763 to 1180. In a letter to 

Prince Repnin in Warsaw, dated August 14, 1767 , 

lr'~arlton J. Hayes, Modern Europe To 1810 (New York : 
Macmi llan Co ., 1953) . p . 300. 

". " 



Panin stated wi t utmost frankness 
that the emancipation of' the dissidents 
hed for its Qbjeet theacquls1tion by 
Russia once and forever, through our 
co-religionists and the Protestants , of 
a firm and reliahle party lega.lly en­
titled to Dart1elpate in t he arfairs 
of Poland .11:; . 

11 

The final blow t o the Diet of 1766 was the inability 

of the Polish gentry t o un1te and overlook their differ­

ences. Their constant quarreling , pettiness, B.nd lack: of 

the sp1rit of compromise made, 1t lmposslble to make radical 

decisions . Those of the gentry who worked for their 

country's interests were often hampered by their lees 

patriotic peers a.nd by the representatives of the foreign 

powers. As a .reoult, the Diet was unable t o accomplish 

anyth1ng of Significance and it was really Repnin \'I1ho 

d1cta ted to the Poles. 

In 1767 the Confeder'ot1on of Radom was formed. It was 

organized by Prince Charles RadZiWilI1g under the instiga­

tion of Prince Repn1n . This confederation opposed t he 

king .. the movements of reform 1nitiated by the CzartQrysk1 

family , and the dissidents who had recently tormed their 

own confederation. In the name of freedom they appea,led 

to Cather1ne, but she mad,e them recognize King Poniatowski, 

the rights of the diss1dents, and worst of all.. they were 

t'o·rced to acoept t he faot that Poland was now unaer the 

18Plorln~kY. p . 519. 
19Radz1will, (1734-1790), IlPan1e Kochanku, I was a Pollsh 

prince from Lithuania. He wae very much opposed to Poniatow­
ski'a eleot10n and in protest left Poland . Three years later 
he fell 1nto Prince Repninfs trap and became marahal of the 
Radom Confederat1on. After its failure he em1gra.ted, again. 
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protection of Russia . flo RUBSO .. Polish treaty of ebrua,ry 24, 

1768, placed the Polish constitution ander the guarantee of. ' 

Russia tor all time , while a separate ac,t gave the disSidents 

full civil a nd politlcal rights. Thu8 t he Confederation of 

.adorn only made matters worse . It certainly illustrated 

the Poles' dieun1ty - hotl one Pole could call in a 

fore,igner against another Pole . At the Diet ot' the same 

year, tWGblehops, Soltyk and Zalusk1, and a senator, 

Rzewusk1, protested Poland 's subservience to RUSSia, and 

for their perceptiveness of Poland 's plight, they were 

arrested and Qe orted to Russia. 

With the signing of the Russo-Pollsh treaty of 1768, 

Catherine" Pan1n, and Repnin were oon­
gratulating themselves on their blood .. 
le88 v1ctory over Polan6. Dut28he real 
troubles were just beginning. . 

Soon Russla, would be forced to rea11;e tha t it was no 

longer dealing with the decadent Poland of' Saxon times. 

Casimir Pulaski and TheContederat1on of Bar 

The Poles in many ways were 1dea11sts. \vhen a goal or 

a cause 1nspired or appealed. to them, they were willing t o 

give all, even the1r lives, w1thout consider1ng t he cost . 

Like the French, the Poles 'Were ind1v1dualists; i t was 

easy for them to be conv1nced of' the1r ind1v1dual r1ghteous­

ness . Never;-theless, there were two values moet Poles were 

united upon: their Church and thelr country. Moet Poles 

were at tached to thelr religion, Catho11cism, emot1onally 

20Plor1nsky, p. 519. 
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and traditionally, if not a.lways lntellectually~ Most Poles 

\·,ere ardent patriots, even 11' sometimes their behavior did . 

not indicate it. And, peculiarly 1n Poland, rellgious and 

patr.1ot1c beliefs ''fare t1ed together, as symbol1zed by the 

shrine ot Our Lady of Czestochowa. Th1s was perhaps due to 

the faot that Poland,· s aggresscx>s generally intended to e'X­

t1ngu1sh Cathollcism as well as destroy the Pollsh na.t1onal 

consciousness througb the ouppress1on of language and 

culture. For these two conv1ctions, Church and. coun.try" 

the Pole8 were willing to fight impossible odds, as they 

had often done, with the almost predictable outcome of 

reprisals. .Perhaps the Poles were f ool.lsh, not brave, 

nevertheless they cont1.nued, struggling 1n the hope that 

the miracle might happen, (>1' I;1t leaet ths.t the 'lnevltable 

might be delayed. Most ·of all perhaps, the .Poles wished 

to demonstrate that they would not g1ve up; that they 

would help right triumph even though ltwould take a long 

time, for they had fa1th that ultimately it would. 

As equally as the Polea were united in their Qonv1c­

t1·on8, they were d1v1ded as to how they would protect them . 

Although the gentry ",as unable to unlte in the D1ets, it 

was faced with the absolute necess1ty of un1tlng to throw 

out the ~ddler8 militarily . It the Poles wisned to sur­

vive .• Pole could no l ongerf1ght Pole . And as the rea112a.­

tlon of this tact f1nally struck tbePoles, Prussia and 

Russla perceived a real threat to their past SUCCe8ses and 

future . plans, for the Poles were planning a un10n whioh if 
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successful wo~ld free Poland from foreign interference. 
40 · 21 On February 29, 11vo, in the town of' Bar.. several . 

thousena of the gentry employed their old privilege of' con­

federation . This contederation# whlch later beeame known 

as the Oonfed.era·t1on of Bar, <Uttered ",(11C811y from PX'e­

vious confederations of the gentry . Selfish, petty aims 

dld not motivate it; rather i t was a relig1ous,patr1ot1c 

movement intended to free Poland. from Russian influence, 

assure Pol ash territory" and protect the Ca,tholic religion 

agalnst the OrthOdox: Ruseians and the Pl"Otestant Pruaa1ans. 

A large . part of the gentry took part in this contedera­

tion, together witb large segments otthepeasant and urban 

populat1on. Poles from allprov1nces came to the aldof 

Poland" and this moat w1d,espread andlntense opposition to 

RUQs1an imperiaU.am evidenced the tact that POles would 

unite and t1gbt. 

At the forefront of this confederation was the pulask1 

fam1ly ~ Joseph, and hie three sons, FranoiS, Anton.)" I and 

Casim1r. C.t;UJ1mlr Pulaski was born on March 4, 1141, at the 

family eats,tel, W1niary I a quarter ot III mile from the town 

of \ arks., which 1s less than th1rty m11.ee trom arS8w, the 

oapital of Poland. Pulaski was ot a m1nor noble family, 

aithough through both hie f'atberand mother he wasrelatea 

to someot Poland 's most' prominent families. His father, 

.. 2i~r · was a small fortified town in the south-east ot 
thePollsh-L1thuan1an Commonwealth near the Turkish bonier. 
It is presently located in Sovlet Ukraine. 
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Joseph.. was a lawyer by 1'ro1'e08100, and 1n addition to 

manag1ng the family estatesb he was responsible for fourteen 

towns and a hundred and eight villages. Unlike many at: 

the gent~ who had forgotten the €l1d Polish tradition of 

service to Poland,. Joseph Pulaski admit-ably uni ted his 

pr1vate 1nterests with publio service. He ·took part 1n 

four Diets, 1744, 1748 .. 1750, and 1154, and aotively ca,lled 

for reform and an 1ncrease in the 'Polish m11itary defenses. 

In general orientation.. the fam1ly was staunchly CatholiC, 

and 1n recent years beoause of the 1ncreased Russian inter­

ferenoe. tended to be ant1-.Russ,ian. 

Pulask1 was one of e1ght children. or the five girls 

in the family, Anna entered a convent near Warsaw and al­

ways remained close to the family despite its affiliat10n 

with the Confederation of Bar (which was loOked upon un­

favorably in .many. quarters at that time), while Josefs , 

Joanna, Pauline, and Margaret married Oonfederates. The 

boys were Francis, Antony and Casimir. 

Pulaski's childhood was undoubtedly pleasant,sur­

rounded as he was by a large happy family on a beautiful 

estate . Atter oomplet.1ng his elementary education at the 

local parochial school at arlca, Pulaski was sent to a rS8W 

to study w1th the. Teatynpr1ests.Thi8 choice of a school 

for Pulaski was 11'1 a way unfortunate because the emphasis 

was not on a good solid e.ducatlon, but rather on the 

development of good manners, knowledge or several la.nguages, 

danCing, etc . Thus 'Pulask1 cl1d not :finish a systemat1c 

course at this school and his formal education was definitel 
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qu1 te sketchy. vIhen Pul aski reached the ageef fifteen~ 

his father~ perhaps d1ssatisfied with the kind- of' education · .. 
his son was rece1v1ng i n Warsaw, decided to give him some 

pract1cal experience as a cour tier and sent h1m to the cour t 

of' Prince Karl of Courland . Here Pulaski was 1ntroduced t o 

that which was to be his future. career. As a young boy at 

t- in1ary he had become a skilled horseman. At Prince Karl ' e 

oourt at Mitau he devel oped t his skill and added to i t 

various other mil itary sti l l s such as shoot1ng and ta.ct1cs . 

I n ad.d1t1on, he became aware tor the first time of Poland' s 

'Posit10n in relation to Russ1a. As was previously ment ioned, 

Russia had decided t o take over the duchy of Courland, and 

s.t the time of Pulaski's stay there, steps had already been 

taken 'to expel the rightful Polish rUler, Prince Karl, and 

replace h1m with its choice, Peter Biron. A detachment of 

f orty Polish horsemen could hardly defend Prince Karl and 

the Polish claim to Courland, 80 Prince Karl and hls court 

(including Pulaski) returned to Poland. 

His education was fin1shed. He had seen 
little or .no mil1tary service. He had taken 
part in no battle but he had an unparal­
leled opportunity to study Russian methods 
and Russian character. He had gained an 
ideal Qf what Poland Should be and he 

·determined to do h1s best to br1ng his 
vision lnto action. Back home, his father 
too felt keenly this new disgrace to the 
Pollsh King and the Po11sh reputat10n, 
but the tlme was not rlpe for action. 
Life went on at Winiary but in the Pulask1 
family the suffer1ngs of Poland and the 
need for a rev1v1fied army were em­
phas1zed. Patr10t1sm replaced personal 
ambition. Petty quest10ns of law and of 
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personal profit receded into the 
background and father and son 
thought earnestly of the situation. 22 i 

As we halle seen~ the irregular election of i?oniatowski, 

and the Russian-directed Polish policy, created oonditions 

that called the Confederation 0f Bar into existence. Prior 

to its formal lnst1tut1onat Bar, many preparations were 

made by the Pulaski s , l'lho can certa1nly be oonsidered to 

have inspired. the movement. From the beginning, Joseph 

Pulask1 assumed the leadersh1p of the movement and hie 

three eons became his emissaries in search of support and 

supplies . When their activities had reached Such propor­

tions that they could no longer be hidden from the numerous 

Rus.s1an un1 ts near W1n1ary, the town of Bar was chosen as . 

the new headquarters. In a short time there were many 

small units of Poles training at Bar . Joseph Pulaski, in 

order to give form to the growing movement, decided to es­

tablish a 'trad1tional Polish confederat1on. Joseph Pulaski 

was elected the mi11tary head, and Michael Krasinsk1 was 

the temporary civ111an head. At the same time, Joseph Puls::k 1-

estab11shed a military order of the Knights of the Holy 

Cross, its model being the old mi11tary relig10us orders of 

the Middle Ages . Some of its tenets were: 

1) The Order 1s to defend the Roman Catholic 
fa1th with their 11ves and the1r blood. 

2 ) It 1s to comm1t no violence or outrages 
among Catholics, Jews" and Lutherans. 

3) There is to be one ch1ef banner of the 
Catholic league; the Lord Jesus crucified 

22Clarence A. Manning, Sold1er of L1berty Casimir 
Pulaski (New York: Ph1losophical LibrarY', 1945" p. 31. 



on a gold or silver background . A second 
banner :18 to have a representat1.on of the 
RJO.st noble Mother of GOd on the same back­
ground . There can be other banners under 
the slgn of the Holy Cross but tbese two 
are to be :preserved at all cost 11'1 battle 
rather tban allow them to tall In.to the 
hanos of the enemies of the Holy Faith. 

4) troop is to be one bundred strong, com ... 
PO$ed of sworn knlSbts" ,except tbe pt1vates 
and is to bave, four otficers, a captain, 
lieutenant, ens:1gn, and doctor, also ~ 
trumpeter ana a. drummer . 23 

l8 

' rom the beginning, the situat10n was cantu,sing. It \'1as un ... 

lmo"n to many un1nfonnEKl Poles tlhetber the Confederation was 

figbting the l?oU.sh al'tlly, the k1ng, or the Russians because 

there was no tormal 4eclaration of war asa.t.n:stu8aia. 

Actually, tbe movement was in opposition to the Russians, 

but If some Pole8 were 1n alliance witb them.. they too 

wou.ld ·be considered the enemy notwithstanding that tbin 

might 1nclude the k1ng h1mself. 

Aotual fighting toolc a 1.ong time to get started, but 

.Pulaski had hts first encQunter on Apr11 20 when be and he 

men were attacked by RUSSian detachment o.f carabineers, 

hussars, and Don C.os$8.Qka near the town of Staro-Konstantynow. 24 

There was a. victory which Pulaski painted 1·0. glowing tems: 

Our knowledge of the battle ia absolutely 
definite; the number of those who tell in 
the battle is absolutely unknown to us, 
for since the f1rlnglastec:l a little over 
three hours and everyone shot well , we 
sa almost two hundred Muscov1tes ly1ng 

·on tbe field, but they lett none; as soon 
as anyon.e fell , others oarried h1mtrom 
the field ana we took only two, Qne alive 

231bld . ; PI' . 45- 46 . 

2ijSt aro-.Konstantynow was a town 1n the south-east 
part ot the Po,11sh ... L1thuan1an CotmnOnwe.alth. not tar trom 
Bar. It is also presently looated 1n the SoV1et Ukra1ne . 



1n t tl . pUJ>su1t , when they b ,a t o 1 h ... 
dl"" \~ and ~ e to pursue. 'The num'ber' . ~f 
tne ,attackers waa ov rtwo thousana 
and tbareWGlFe about four hundred of U84' 
:fQr \Ii 61,(1 not all. hay. hand w . pons; 
1 t is known tha one manw1 tn a . tar 
r celved a a.hell by my V01"; fol' att r­
I tired a shell at ono p_stoon, more 
t an ten tal11ng mad . a s1gn1f1c nt 
breach in their line and then I se-cured 
another Ghell en . the bll which was 
aimed high rolled unde~ the horae of 
'the cotMk."\fld1ng genet'S:.l, and greatly 
trlghtened him.. GO ttl t h$ with hi~tl: 
whole army had to retr-eat n ,p1cUy.;.I 

The. ne~t few weeks saw several aleil'ml h a an toe . ree 

w th no great gains on 1~et' aide .. Juet t this t1 a 

po r u1 Polish 101"0, Joachim Potocki , dee1Cie<l to join be 

Con£ed rates . Al though tbls p,remised much be ause or hi 

'ealt.b , the manpower available to him, and h18 pos1t1.on, 
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Potook1wa:s 800n O'er·eat . b,the R\l8e1ans and fol'o d to es-

e ·e to urkey . 

th . Cont dentes found thems lVeo unabl . 0. count up n 

Poland . to. tanta t , c 

propaganda spread by ttl RU$s1an, the Viet'! In;1an pe san ' 

no he Cos.eKs began to revolt aga1n$t the Polish s~ntr9. 

t :1 naturally 1 ft little t Vie tor ttl p tr1et1o. gentry 

o ttl! k about their own (It) rr 1 \!11th the !tu,asians, an ' n 

r ct" t ey re tore d to 8(( uss1anelp n u tlng dow 

. bis 1004y \.1prls 1 • 

1 .ss peo?le were kill ,the Russian a~ :t'Obea into 

t)u,t down the rE!belU.Qn~ . ol()slng the!!). "J 8 ·to the fact 

L .. _ 
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that they were largely r espons i ble for it themselves. Be- ' 

cause at least for t he time being it was i mpossible t o ge t ... ' 

help from these stricken provinceS, the Confedera tion of Bar 

turned to the provinces of Kiev26 and Zytomierz. 27 To main­

tain supply lines, it was nece s sary to establish a strong­

hold midway between Bar and these provinces. The town of 

Berdyczow, with it s old fortress-like monastery was chosen. 

The only man among the ' Confederates who had any real 

military success so far was Pulaski, so he was chosen to 

hold it. The Russians under Genera l Peter Krechetnikov be-

gan a siege which lasted over two weeks. After seve,r e 

bombardm,ent, the shutting-off of the water supply .. and poor 

morale among the town's residents and mohks, Pulaski' s 

garrison was forced to cap1tulate. The Russians took 

over 1361 prisoners, including Pulaski. With the capture 

of Berdycz&w, it became imposs1ble to hold Bar, and Joseph 

Pulaski and two thousand of his followers were forced to 

flee to Turkey. Thus, the first year of the Bar Confedera­

tion came to a close with very little acoomp11shed; ma jor 

military failures and exiled leadership were the only osten­

sibl e results. Nevertheless, a growing support for t he 

Confederat1on began evidencing itself as other confedera­

tions in sympathy with the Bar Confederation s tart!H,_ forrning 

26The province of Kiev was part of the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth and it is presently located in the Soviet Ukraine. 
The city of Kiev, founded in 862 A.D., was the capital of "Rus" 
and it is presently the capita l of SovietUkraine. 

27The province of Zytomierz was part of the Pol1sh­
Lithuanian commonwealth and it is presently located in t he 
Boviet Ukraine. 
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and more Fales began to volunteer and JOi!n the original 

Confederate remnants in Turkey . Also1 foreign aid began to, ' 

come. France , remembering its long friendshi,p with Poland, 

offered asmu.ch assistance as i t could, considering the 

difficulties it was itself undergoing . ' It was believed that 

the trickle ot' money nc supplies from Lou1s XV would soon 

. gro\'1 into more substantial aid . At first Turkey also gave 

some aid , but, becoming disgusted w1ththe squabbles among 

the Poles, and becoming similarly involved in a war with 

Russia , could not be depended upon for further aseistance • . 

It seems that Pul aski'S capture posed a difficult 

problem for the Polish k1ngl who himself was pained by the 

condit1on at' Poles being moved around in their own country 

as prisoners of war by the Russians . Due to hi inter­

cession, most of the csptured gentry in time obtained release 

by promIsing not to rejoin the Confe(ierat10n . Eventually, 

PulaskI a lso promised, add Just ln tIme escaped to Turk.ey, 

for Repnin had changed. his mind concernIng Pulaski ' s release . 

If we ask dld he really and s1ncere.1y want to 
persuade his comrades to put down their arms, 
or d1d. he only want to deceive theR~ssia.ns, 
we cannot categorically declde . 2ts 

In any csse,once Pulask1 had reJo1ned his family in 

Turkey, .he issued a statement intended for the Polish court 

and the Russians that he would contInue to support the 

ConfederatIon and work toward its tr1umphant reentry into 

Pol and. However, beoause of the still inadequate support 

and supplies, and the very serIous feud between Joseph Pul aski 

28Wladystaw Konopczynsk1, Kazlm1erz Pul aski (Oraoow: 
uPolska AkademJa Um1eJ,tnosci, 1I 1931), p. 48. (Wr i ter' s 
translatIon) • 
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and Joachim Potocki, Pulaski ~as forced to general in­

act1v1ty, with the except10n of frequent short forays 1nto • 

Poland for more men Qnd supplies. The following months saw 

further setbacks for the Q·onfederat10n and Pulask1 personally. 

The d1sunity among the members and the leaders was gett1ng 

~orse. Joseph Pulask1 was captured and put into a Tartar 

' pr1son, and Antony Pulask1 became a pr1soner of the Russians. 

To make matters worse, Pulask1 had suffered another seri ous 

defeat at the castle of the Holy Tr1n1ty at Okopy.29 For­

tunately, Pulaski and 164 of h1s men es.caped. W1th the 

leadership 01' theor1g1nal Bar Conteders,tion ,now in the 

hands 01' Joach1m Potocki, who bore considerable enm1ty to­

ward all the Pulask1s, Pulask1 deo1ded to cont1nl.le h1s fight 

elsewhere by J01n1ng Martin Lubomlrsk1, at th1s t1me located 

near Cracow. Lubom1rsk1 was one 01' many 1s01ated leaders 

of small un1ts in oppos1tion to the Russ1ans and the k1ng, 

and he 

••• was a man after Cas1m1r's own heart 
1n h1s w1llingness to run risks and to 
stake e~eryth1ng upon the suooess of the 
cause. j 

Desp1te Lubomirsk1's small successes, h1s efforts and 

the efforts of the other 1ndependent Pol1sh confederates 

oould have little s1gn1f1cance because they were on too 

small a scale. To the k1ng and h1s RUsslan supporters 

they were 11tt.le more than bothersome disturbers of the 

290kOPY was a heavily fort1fied town in the south-east 
part of the Pollsh-Lithuanian commonwealth. It 1s presently 
looated 1n Soviet Ukraine near the Ruman1an border. 

3°Mannlng, p. 19. 
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tranqu1lity of the nation. 1thout a strong union and, 

defin1te act10n, the different groups of Pol1sh Confederates 

could hardly hope to depose the king; or at least elim1nate 

the Russian dictatorsh1p over him and Poland. Most of the 

leaders of the other confederat10ns, among them Theodore 

Wessel, Adam Kras1nsk1, Bishop Soltyk, etc., although 

loudly oppos1ng Russian interference, did nothing much ex­

cept plan from, a safe distance in Slovakia and dream of 

foreign help . Up to 1769 most of the hard fighting had 

been done by the Bar Confederates under Pulaski. Be-

cause these obher Confederate leaders were not anxious to 

fight, Pulaski from the beginn1ng had no popularity w1th 

them. Also, Pulaski galned their hostility because he was 

far more successful in recrult1ng men and obtaining supplies 

than they, even in territories they considered the1r own. 

Pulaski's position took lts worse turn when at long last 

all the leaders agreed to unite, but under the command, of' 

his , (and in part1cular h1s father's) enemy, Joach1m Potock1. 

Pulaski trled to accept him in good faith, pledg1ng h1m h1s 

assistance for the good of Poland. On May 1, l76~) he wrote 

to Bierzynsk1, one of the military leaders of the newly 

formed General Confederation, and the Marshal of' Slerad2: 

In the un1form desire to be useful to my 
country, I will not bring into my public 
activities anythlng which is opposed to it. 
I came into these reglons, by forclng my 
way through a multitude of enemies. I 
have weighed in the balance the loss of my 
11fe or of achlev1ng my goal, and I deCided 
always to know the views of the inhabitants 
and to be useful to my country. The m1s­
fortune of dlvision is more depresslng to 
me than the power of the enemy can be . I 



was, in the be. sinning of theConfeCleratiQn 
of Bar, always a full commander. I knew 
roy dut1esto my superiors, without whom I 
never acted in my causes. In the p.rov1nces 
of Krakow and sandomierz, 1nwhich I found 
marshals. I considered it Just to turn to 
them and obey the1!' orders. The aut:y of a 
commander is not laid. upon me for t be first 
time, While in these provinces the marshals 
have given me orders which I might consider 
it a fault to accept but with the pUI"e 
deSire of using my Services for my country 
without introducing by myself any discord 
among the 1nhab:Ltants . 'rhere has reoently 
come to me not iceot a change of marshals 
into which it is not fitting tor me to en­
ter. But as I have no other desire than to 
aid the interests of theConfederat10n. not 
count1ngmy own private interests" without 
any Objections, with complete satisfaction. 
I am ready to aSBume the obligations 1mposeCi 
upon me . 'My merits are small and not \'iorthy 
of regard. My satisfaction lles completely 
in my sincere wishes, God knows; I shall be 
most happy wherever He ca,11s me. 

Your exoellency may be eatisf'ledthat you 
can rely on the firmness of my two beliefs 
in the Faith and Freedom. My cOUlDElnd". al ... 
though dimlniSh" bY' blo&1y battles with a 
powerful enelD¥, always recognizes the . omni­
potence of God which assists those who 
trust in it. I will say without deceit that 
I . shall be glad to serve as a common soldier 
under their command in SUch apo!t as will ' 

- aatisry my collaborat'ol's • .. • J . 

But soon after Pulaski 's brother returned to Poland 

with the news that their father had cUed of the plague, 

Pulaski 's attitude changed. Both had little more than 

150 men, yet 

• • they felt that their bonor and tl11al 
piety . demanded that they continue to up­
hold the cau.se -tor which their father had 
lald down his l 1te and that it was dis­
honorable tor them to acknowledge Joachim 
Potock1 as the1r superior. It seemed madness 



for the two b%'others to playa lone hand 
and. to challenge Russia, the King, and 
the Conf'eaerates . 32 
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But they dld .. , and afte%' x-enew1ng the Confederation of 

Bar, the two brothers decided on an immediate plan of action . 

The strateg1cally located Pollsh c1ty of Lvov ~as to be 

attacked; however, their plans soon became known to the 

other Confederates, who immediately decided to join i::he 

Pulaskls for .fear that the atta.ck might be successful and 

the brothers alone would share the ' pub11c praise . As a 

result,the attack had so manv leaders that 1t was 1n .. 

effectual, and when the news came that General Drev1ch33 was 

approach1ng Lvov the a.ttack was abandoned. 

W1th th1s setback, 'ranc1$ and Casimir Pulaski moved 

into a different part ot the Po11sh-Lithuanian Commonwealth, 

Lithuan1a,. Here they hoped · to bu1ld reSistance aga1nst the 

Ru ss1ans and increase their army and suppU.es . Francis 

Pulaski undertook the diplomatiC aspeots of the new oampa1gn, 

While Casimir Pulaski was in charge ot the mi11tary s1de. 

Before long, they had a band of Over a thousand men with 

\'Jh10h they haraased the Russians 1n the ne1ghborhood and 

had several victories. Because of Pulaski" s growing 

reputation, he was accorded the honor of be1ng eleoted 

~larshal ot l:Iomza, a truly h1gh poslt10.n whioh entltled him 

to sit 1n the Po11sh Oouncil of War. The Russians in­

oreasingly oame to fear Pulaski, and tinally sent the 

32Ib1d., p. 83 . 
3lay 1168 Drev1cn already had a tearful reputation as 

an unbeatable Russlan general , who in only one yea.r, had d,es­
troyed. the Conted,erat1onsot Poznan,leradzk and Wielun. 

". '. 
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great suvorov3~gainst him. At Orzechow,35 on September 15, 

Suvorov succeeded in completely outmaneuvering Pulaski, and 

" in four short hours Pulaski saw his brother fatally wounded 

and his work reduced to nothing. 

Pulaski had no choice but to return with his remnant 

band to the Confederate headquarters in Zborow, Slovakia. 

After a year and a half of fighting and sacrifice, the 

personal results for Pulaski were father and brother dead; 

another brother in a Russian prison; and serious Russian 

attacks against his mother, sisters and estate at Winiary. 

Nevertheless, it could be said that Pulaski alone tlhad been 

the goad that had driven the other leaders to action."36 

Less than a month 'after Pulaski's arrival at Zborow, 

the various magnates and military leaders agreed to es­

tablish a Oeneralcy of the Confederation. This was to be a 

truly unified board which would coordinate all opposition 

to the Russians and at the same time appear as the spokes­

man of Polish resistance to , foreign nations (from which it 

was still hoped aid would come.) Michael Pac of Lithuania 

was appointed political head, and Pulaski's old enemy, 

Joachim Potocki, was appointed the military chief. No 

34suvorov, (1729-1800), tithe greatest of all Russian 
generals had served for years as a common soldier and was 
able to get more out of his men than any Russian commander 
before or since his time." Melvin C. Wren, The Course 8f 
Russian Histo~ (New York: Macmillan Co . , 1958), P Ii 30~. 
Also, the hlgest Russian military d,ecoration is named after 
him. 

350rzech6w was a small town located in the central part 
of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. It 1s presently 
located in the north-west corner of Soviet Ukraine. 

36 Manning, p. 91. 
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s1gn1f1cant place was found for Pulaski and the other Bar 

Confederates. In general, they were snubbed, and, their 

previous efforts for the cause and their superior e.xper1ence 

were ignored. Recognizing the need for unity" Pu l askl ac­

cepted this sllght and submitted to be1ngused f or any 

mission. However" rather than stay at the headquarters 

whlch speciallzed ln maklng lnoperable plans and 1ntr1gues, 

Pulask1 made frequent frontier raids and worked at re­

building h1s small band. When 'at last the French sent more 

.supplles and men, lncluding General Charles Dumourlez, the 

Generalcy began to make even more grandiose plans for a 

restored Poland. General Dumour1e& lmmed1ately perceived 

the dlsadvantages under whlch the Poles were operating. In 

a letter wrltten by General J)umouriez to the Frenoh court , 

dated August 15, 1770, he stated: 

Thus as say t he Poles and, the newspapers, 
the Confederation has to susta1nthis war 
only three to four thousand men, dlvlded 
into e1ght or ten small separated units • • 
In order to sustaln thls shadow of an army, 
there i f! as total resource only 278,304 
Po11shl'1or1l'1s. 16,000 duoats are to be 
received 10 the month of September tor 
the rest of the year, out 01" which lt ls 
necessary to PS3[7ambaSsadors and all the 
other expenses. 3 ' 

In order to 1mprove the leadershlp and the army, 

General Dumourlez suggested that the Poles stop flghting 

among themeel ves and. se1ze a chain ot torts behind wh1ch 

they could recru1t and train men and obta1n supplies. The 

start1ng pOlnt of this new campalgn was to be the occupat1on 

. 37wladYSlaw Konopeut\skl, Ma.ter~aa:) do D2:lei6w 
KonrederackgeJ (Cracow: }'olska Aka~em a Um!eJ, nosc1Y, 
1931), p. 5. (Wrlter's translat1on.) 
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of the monastery fortress 01' Czestochowa . Pula.sld, "Jas put 

in charse of the anDy which as to accomplish this. Up to,, ' 

this day. the shrine at Czestochowa 1s the spiritual and 

patriot1c center at Poland. ana 1n those days it was an ideal 

spot tQ defend. ,The church and the adjacent buildings are 

surX'cunded by a high ~all and a mea t and there 1s a tall 

tower from whlch the surrounding countryside can be viewed 

tor miles. Previously the Russians had tried to se1~e the 

treasure in the shrine, but the people of the to\m of' 

Czestochowa prevented1t. Because t ,he monks ",ere not part1-

cularly happy about having any army stationed in their 

mona,stery. Pulaski had to resort , to tr1ckery to get in. Once 

there, IDOst 01' the monks grew to appreCiate his presence .. 

for in the two years that the , shrine was Pulask1's head­

quarters, the safety of the m.onastery was 8"ssured against 

the Russians. Pulaski lmmed16tely Joined to~ces Wlth 

Joseph ZarembeSS and began to bUild up the defenses of the 

monastery. 

I n the meantime, Dumourie2 and the Oeneralcy of the 

Confederation declareQ the deposition of King Pon1ato1fJsk1 . 

On October 22, 1110, King Poniatowsk1 was declared a 

II frien<l of Moscow" and the oppressor ot his people. It 10 

true that K1ng Ponia,towski sat in Warsaw like a painted 

doll during his country's turmoil. doing nothing mORe than 

trying to keep the small Polish army out of the struggle 

38zaremba was the supreme military Ccommander of IIGreat 
Poland. II Later there WSGa serious break in relatione be­
tween him and Pulaski over the deposition of King ?oniato,,~sk1 . 

'. '. 



between the Coni'ederates and the Russians . His position 

demanded he make a eho1ee- but '!rIllS be, as a Pole , toJQin'­

the Conteoora tea , who were f1ghting to sa v'e their country, 

but opposed h1m ll or as he to favor the Russians, who had 

given him his throne, and ' thoroughly rat ionalized their 

actions. K1ng Poniatowsk1 ' s vacillation between t he RU Bsian 

and the Confederate catllpS lItiSS settled w,1th the deposition 

announcement, whieh .necessar ily threw, him int o the RUBsian 

camp . Although there \'~as some Justitlcat10n for the de­

position announcement, i n many ways it we,s a serious mistake 

on the part of the Confederates. Now , even though hls 

sYmpathies were with them, the king was forced to completely 

. disasSOCiate bimself from the Confederates, and many Poles 

were alienated trom the Confederates beoause they Wished to 

remain loyal to the king. Because Pulaski was under the 

orders of' the Confederation. he accepted the depOSition 

announcement and began to act as i t there were no kinS. by 

confitiJf:ating where necessary tbe king' a property. 

Dumouriez and the Generalcy were aghast -at 
the conolusion Casimir drew from their 
.plain statements, '01' oourse they were en­
gaged in deposing tbe k1ng, but not too 
.much or too strenuou.sly, Just as tbey were 
figbt1ng the Russians, but not too much or 
too strenuously.39 

It was diff1cult tor PulaalClto accept sucb a la-cka .... 

dals1cal policy, ' but be was determined to cooperate at all 

costs. 

- ,------
39Manning, p . 112. 
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The next few months Sa\" sev r 1 minor battles, but: the 

Russians were mainly concerned with preparing a maJor attack 

against CZe:stochOila anu Pulaate!. The command was given to 

General Drevich" \",ho said he would quickly capture that " hen ... 

house . " Instead, he coul not accompl1sh 1ts capture 1n 

over eighteen days of' intermit tent attacks. Preparations 

and: negot1at10ns were carried on by both aides for days" 

General Drev10h even going to the length o · trying to make 

a deal with Pulaski by oftering him the rank of general in 

the Russian army . In one oithe many raids into the town 

of Czestochowa that preceded the battle itself, Pulaski al­

most lost h1S 11fe . F1nally, at 2 A.M. on January 10, 1771, 

the major attack 01' one 01' the most tamous battles of Polish 

history began. Three Russian batta110ns tr1ed to acal the 

walls ot the monastery fortress. Rocks and firebal ls were 

d.ropped on the Russians and qu1ckly, at'tar an hour and. a 

half of fighting, the attack was called ott. The Confederat s 

11stedtheir casualties at twenty-f1ve, and the Russians at 
40 

1460 . Then, as General Drev1ch .recommenced the bombardment 

and prepared tor another attack, word reached him that more 

Confederates were coming to the defense of CZestocbO\'i8 . 

General Drev1chdeclded to retreat. 

Everyone recogn1zed that the v1ctory was 
the work of Casm1r Pulaski and of h1s men . 
They realized that he had been left 1n an 
impossible .s1tuat1on 800 that 1t was his 
courage, audac1ty, and sk1l1 that had 
saved the day for the Confederates .• 41 

--~~----
4OxonopCZyltSki, !!!~m1erz Pul aski , p. 213 . 

41 Manning, p. 121. 



Some ot' thepra1aes heaped upon i'ul ski at this time were: 

Pulaald i s good " ooura@eous end has a 
soldier's soul • • • Tr uly bie fame tlEmt 
far beyond the Polish borders, rench, 
German, Dutoh, . ngllsh newspapers wrot 
about i?ulask1 . 42 

E en Voltaire sup osedly made a remark tbat the Blessed 

Virgin her·self t hrew do\m General Drev1cht s la,Clder dUl"it'1g 

the t tack. 43 
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Instead oi' the Czsstoc'howa · victory belng a signif1cant 

step t oward tinal victory in the campaign of 1771, it was a 

signal for the renewal of the old feud·s which resulted 1n 

tor e different factions that even General Dumour1ee as n-

able to unite. The three Confederate faotions included: 
, 

• • • that of Pulaski 1fVho believed' that 
the salvatlon of Polane must come by 
Polish arms und who brought under his in­
fluence al l those oommanders who believed 
in fighting, that of Zaremba who refused 
torlsk his men in battle and who adopted 
a dilatory policy and that of the magnates 
who, living safely at Zborow across the 
border, walted for some turn in European 
developments which would free their 
country wlthout undue effort on their part . ·" 

And because each group pulled its own way, there were no 

important Confooel·a.te victories during 1771. This situation 

could have continued indefinitely had not one inoident 

occurred . This incident created' such an uproar and scan 81 

that Pulaski t s repu.tat1on w s ruined and the Confederation 

was doomed to collapse . It appears that the Generalcy of 

the Confederation dec1ded that it was necessary t o kidnap 

42KOnopczyiU:lk:1, Kazim1erz Pul aski , p . 215 . ( riter 's 
translation . 

431b1d . -
44Mann1ng, p . 124 . 



the king. The motivation for the plan seems completely 

ObS(Hl;E'e . 45 The undertaking it'om to<'Jay t a perepect:1ve seemB 

foolhardy~ if not s"/Jp1d, un we oan only epee late a to 

its mot1vation. It ~as kno n the. 

. ther'o 'was III oonsiderable number 01' magna,tes 
who tor practical rea one, t1m.1d1ty, prud­
ane , oautio.n, 1nterests, kept silent, but 
only waited to deolare themselves: when ,,. 
there we po eriul support and certain helD. 4 
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Perbaps tbe Generalcy thougbt that if the king could be per­

u ded to support th . Conf dora t1on., more lrolish nobles an . 

fractious military l eaClers, and greater foreign backing would 

oome to the aid of the Confederation . 

To carry out the abduction plot, forty of Pulaski 's men 

~ere chosen . Pula,ski himselt, however, we not inc.l uded . On 

dark ' evening 1n ovembeJ', 1771, ~tra"1n81d, Lukaweki, Kuz· , 

nd about thirty otber Confede·r tee entered tarsaw by hiding 

in na.y wagons . Knowing that King Pon1atowsld was 'to retum 

from visiting Prince Czartortsk1 along a certain route , ",h~y 

waited tor him in a nearbyJ)om1n1can clOister. B soon aa 

the king ' S carriage, which was acoompan1e<l by' only a t 

s rvants, was spotted, ltwae 8,tOpped and. the king was 

hUl')l1edly dragged from it . Then he was taken beyond t tl ci ty 

to Q forest where more Confedentes were wait 1ng. During 

tbls tlme, one of the Contederate·s , Ku~ma, noticed that the 

king bac no hat and only one shoe . Out of sympa,thy .. he 

o.ffered the king hlB own. ., t the eame time, Kuzma ma:d# a 

proposal to tb k1ng . It the king w0\11d pardon him tor hi 

45Ib1d . , p • . 139. -
46KonOP02ynSk1, ~t!rjaIY 

translation . ) 
. .- : • p . 55, ( r 1ter' s 



role in the actlv1t1s of the Confederat ion, he WQuld help 

the k1ng to esca.pe. The k1ng readily agt' ed, 11'1 fact" he 
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" also promised KU2ma rewar<1. As a result, a note "nas sent 

to th klng's arny, and before long the ing wa rescued nd 

ae b e 1n rsa. K1ng Poni towsk1 lmm d1 tly placeo the 

bla on Pula,sk1 and soon all of Europe as con aming 

Pulaski as a would-be regioide and murderer. 47 

1'he other les<iers of the Confederation more directly 

responsible for the plot , no ~hat it had failed, were happy 

to have the blame cast from themselves onto Pulaski. Th 

truth of the matter seems to be that since th Generalcy had 

decided upon the a.bduction plot , Pulaski hesitatingly ag1:'e 0, 

with the proviso" however, that the king was not to be harmed . 

In a letter or defense to the king of France he wrote~ 

• • • I have 'never transgressed ttl feelings 
of nature or that e~ucation which m honor­
able father ga.ve me . All my actions togeth r 
testify to my moderate ch~ racter in camage 
and in war; I procla1med pardon to the con­
quered and. I set myself an example of t: 
when the Russ1anstl'eated my parents bar­
barousl , I sent them back forty prisoners . 
The death penalty which all laws prescribe 
for spies and bandits, I replaced with 
public labor. ~ ould I be desirous of the 
blood or people, I who would give life even 
to my enemies' Now 1s it possible to charge 
me with participation in a terr1ble con­
spiracy against the life of the monarch? 
I would have counted it the moat wonderful 
day of my life, it I CQuld have fought ith 
him as he marched at the head of 81 ves and 
enemies. whom he haa called into my cO\o1ntry 
to exterminate cit12ens like myself • • • I 
would t 'ruly bave felt my-self the happiest 
of mortals, if I could have taken him 
prisoner and compelled him to abdicate the 



thronewbich he bad sprinkled. w.lth the 
blood of my relatives end fr.1enos; but I 
would be a man without honor and I would 
01e of despa1r" if I had conceived the 
idea of dirtying my sword by the murder 
of anen~ID;yt'ihom I can overthro and 
conque.r. 4tl 

By ruin1ng the reputat10n of the most illustrious 

leader of the ConfederatIon, the death blow had been dealt 

to the Confederation. But only dId many 'Poles lOSe their' 

sympathy' for theConf'ederateB and refuse to help them any 

longer, but Europ.e.an pub11c opinion was suchtbat fur t he"1" 

foreign ald wa,8 cOmt;i)letely Ol.1t of the question. To make 

matters worse,tear1ng for their tbrGne8~ 

the Austr,ian, Pru8s1an and Russ1an 
monarchies began to thInk among them­
selves, how to divide Poland . 49 

Pulaski , anticipating this tlnal o.gradation :t'or ·Poland., 

contirHled b1s :tigh.t, and. de'sp1te several more defeats managed 

to' boldC2estocho'W& . This was the one stronghold that had 

nGt yet fallen and to wl)lch flocked manY' who still tnought 

Poland could be saved. Nevertheless, Pulaski soon realized 

tbat the situation wae hopeless, for w:tthout sUpplies it 

was 1mpo881ble tlo hold off the grow1ngRussian army Which 

was ,preparing an enormous final attack against Czestochowa . 

Rather than be respons1ble tor the massacre of Pollsh 

patriots who cou.ld perhaps be used later 1n the 'erenae of 

their country,and %'ather than see the destruction of 

Poland ' 8 sp1rl tual and h1.stor1c center by further at tacks I 

48 Ibid., p . 141-

49L • Siem1nek1, Histone Na~du Polslc~e60 (Cracow: J. M .• 
Hlmmelbau Co., 1873), p~ 272. ( riter's translation.) 

., '. 
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Pulaski deoided to end Confederate resistance . Before leaving 

for Pr ussia he lef't the following farewell message for his .. 
troops: 

I t ook arms in my hand for t he public good; 
for it I must . lay them down . The union of . 
three mighty empires takes away from us all 
means of possible defen~e, and the case 1n 
which I am involved would render it dift1 . 
c,ul t for me to arrange a csp! tula t i on for 
yoU'~ by l1:nklng you w1th my misfortune. I 
know your zeal and your courage, and I am 
certain that when happier circumstances 
arise for the service of your country you 
will be the same as you have been with me. 50 

easons for the Failure 
of t he Confeder at i on of Bar 

The reasons for the :failure of the General Confederation 

and the original B.ar Confederation seem to us quite eVident 

today . First; t ner e wae uss1a 's m1 l i t ary superiority, which 

\-las coupled with its 1mperialist1c drive to subjuga t e Poland. 

As we have seen, in addition to more men and supplies, Russia 

had great military leaders like Drevich add Suvorov. Then , 

ever since Peter the Great, (when Russia ,became a European 

power and developed an army) Russia, had become more and more 

imperialistic. When Catherine II came to t he throne in 1762, 

' she had two major thoughts 1n mind - the increase of her 
-

personal glory and the extension of Russian power . Catherine , 

10ng11)g for adulation, made every effort to appear as the 

enlightened , benevolent monarch , and she diligently culti­

va ted the friendship of the 1ntellectual l eaders of t he day . 

50 14annlng , p ~ 14,7. 



.. 0 successfully dld she create the desired impresslon that 

even her imperialistic aggt'e.sslon toward Poland was lauded by 
Voltaire as a fl vletory of • tolerance' over fanaticism. rt 51 

Although peace had been a youthful dream of Catherine's_ 

she reJeoted itln favor of pursuing an international pollcy 

which wouldglve to her and ~usala military glory and a dom­

inant position in Europe . Catherine z-eallzed that Russia's 

future lay 'With the west. She also knew that Poland WQuld 

prove to be a barrier. Thus fithe Empress attached the great ... 

est importance to Russian domination over Poland . "52 No,t only 

was Russia interested 1n playing a lead1ng pa,rt in inter­

nationa l affa1rs; 1t was eonvinced of 1ts "histor-io mission" 

to expand . As a result, its imper1alist1c pollcy was not 

directed 801e1y against Poland,; the Balkans_ Turkey , eto ._ wet'e 

alsO 1n the way of Russian expansion. 

\-lhen it later came to the aetual partition of Poland _ 

Cather1ne wisbed to bave some Just1ficat1.on, for op1n1on­

conscious Catherine had her pr1de _ and Poland could command 

sympathy . After all , the conquest of a superior culture by 

an 1nferior one would be bound to create a torrent of dis­

approvalln c1v111aed Europe it there no plausible explana­

tion for it . In scarchof t his justification., Ca t herine hit 

upon the idea that Ilthere must be archives in Berlin oontain­

ing some claim on Poland . " 53 Th1s 1dea fa.11ed to produce 

5lFlorinsky, p . 506 . 
S2Ib1d •• p . 518. 

'53Sernard Pares., A History of RUBsla (New York: 
A. Knopf _ 1947)_ p . 264 . 

lfred 
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results so Catherine used t\'JO excuses whioh she hoped \'JO lei 

be ample justification. 

The first reason she, offered was that the state of anarchy 

in Poland necess1tat d t hat a stable power step in to restore 

order. or course, Cather1ne ignored the fact that the Poles 

themselves had begun tn gigantic task of recovery and reform; 

if' Russia had not interfered., the Poles could have rebuilt 

tile nation . 

The second reason, as we have seen, was the religious 

problem. However, again Russla used it to its advantage, 

for the extension of Russian rule was the motive tor insisting 

upon and rorcing tolerance. Again the Poles themselves could 

have remedied this problem to the satisfaction of all re­

l1gious groups by the gradual elimination of o1v11 1nequali­

ties and intolerance . 

Although as we shall later see, Russ1a agreed to share 

the Po11shspo1ls with Pruss1a and Austria in the partition 

of 1172, there is evidenoe to suggest that Russla was (Jeter­

mined to dominate all of Poland , a.nd that it wished to share 

Poland w1th neither Frussiamr Austria . And, although Russia 

had or1ginally agreed to act w1th Austria and Prussia, after 

its victor1es 1n Turkey its oonfidence became so great as to 

motivate it to r1sk Austr1an and Pruss1an d1ssatisfaction by 

saying to them that 1t alone wanted to take over Polana. But 

reder1ck II 

•• • reminded her (Catherine) of the idea 
ofpart1t1on threatening that she WOuld have 
to figh t Prussia and Austriaaan the ca~e of 
refusal. Catherine yielded . ;.;; 

51iV1ctor Durrell' A H1stol";tL or . tQ~ kOZ:ld (Cleveland: 
\ orld ynd1cate Publishing Co ., 19J(r; p . ftU6 . 

" '. 
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Secondly, t he Gener 1 Confederation fa11ed because t here 

were vc.ry many ser ious shortcomings .within the Contederat109 

itself. Although it is not d1fficul t to find many bray , un­

selfish" and talented men in .1tsranks, as for exam~le the 

Pulask1s Jl there were also many who were, if not dishonest and 

patriotically unmotivated, petty and stupid . Then t he 

Confederat·ion counted too much on foreign ald . As i t material­

ized , it was too Umited to do much good. Pulaski early 

realized that it the Poles wi,shed to succeed. they would ha.ve 

to do it alone by fighting , not by pester1ng fore1gn courts 

for a1d . Finally" we saw that the Confederation seriously 

lacked unity in organization and elCecution . Generals , each 

conduct1ng their own battles with their own confederations, were 

ind1vidually too weak to be p1tted successfully against a 

large Russian army. Only when they managed to achieve some 

harmony, altogether too 1nfrequently, dld they win as 1n the 

case of Czestochowa. Also, because for a long time Poland did 

not have much of an army, and was in reality QUite ant i ­

militaristic in spirit, Poles d1d not bave t he knowledge of 

military strategy or the neededequ1pment to conduct a succ.esS-

1'1.11 war . 

The absolute ignorance of war, the bad 
state ot Polish troops, the failure of 
supply on the part of the first Con- . 
federates could not be a suff1cient 
obstacle aga1nst the disc1pl1ne ot the 
Russians. 55 

The Confederation's only really knowledgeab le military 

55KonopcZynSki, Mater~a~y •• • p . 53. (Writer ' s tran • 
lation . 
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leader, Pulask:'!. , was ignored. and hampered in bia efforts 

much or the t1me ~ And, as the General Confederation failed 

m:U1tar11y and was discredited for- the abduction p.lot througb 

Pulaski , the Bar Confederation, as 1ts associate, was like ... 

w1secrushed. 

The Significance of the Confederation of Bar 

However. of the General Confederation, the ii3ar segment 

was the most successful . I)ue to outstanding leadership, fine 

morale and relative efficiency. it stands out aga:l.nstthe 

bleakness and ba(i management of the General Confederation. 

Although it tailea, we must not underest1mate its signifi­

cance for Poland. 

In spite of' its miscarriage and in 
spite ot the reproa9hes that can be 
leveled a,gainst it, the Bar Oonfedera­
t10nia after 8.11, an occurrence w1th 
the higbest 1nr~.l.jence on the whole of 
Pol1sh society.5b 

For the tirst time the Poles were aware of the grea,t 

danger facing their national existence. The Bar Confedera­

tion expol!ted the t hreat of Orthodox and Protestant powers to 

Cathollc: roland. In add1tion to exposing this dl~ger, it 

aWOke the nation as a whole and made it realize that if .1t 

w1shecl to 8urvive as a na,t1ori\~eaCh gu11tyPole would have to 

personally reverse his dis1ntereste.d, a.narchical behavior. 

"toot 1mportant, the Bar Confederatlon save to Poland e. 

new ideal. As we saw, espec.lally during the e1.ghteenth 

56Antoni Wr otnowsld , Porozb10rwe A'!p"1raCfep011:lCZlli 
(Cracow: G. Gebethner, 189S)' p. SO. {Wrltel' s tran tIoo). 
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century, Poland bad been degenerating . 'l'ne ideals of the old 

Pollsh kings, namely, loyalty to country and a true spil!';1tala;J.1ty JI 

\1ere lacking. Prom the top , through kings and gentry, Poland 

had i n many ways become demoralized. Rarely in th1s period 

was one dedicated to the sel"V'ice of the state, rather one 

bragged at how much one received from a foreign power for 

an act of disloyalty or even treason. Instead of' the old 

religious toleration, as for instance displayed by Cas imir 

the Great toward the Jews, there was a growing bigotry and 

prejUdice. 

'1'0 counteract theee evils in Poland, the Bar Confedera­

tion became the symbol of a new patriot1sm and a netl tolerant 

re11giosity. In theplaee of privilege aooself'1shness, the 

Bar Confederation advocated ded1cation, loyalty, and sacri ­

fice for the fatherland. In the place ot spiritual torpor, 

and intolerance, the Bar Contedera.tion de.monstrated a truer 

Cat holicity and respec t f or others' religious convictions 

which promoted a tolerant understand1ng. This rebirth Gf 

Polish idealism gave the Polee the courage to bear the future 

years of oppression nobl y, and even win the respeot of their 

rulers. These new 1deals united the Poles to a cO.remon 

spir1tual and histor1cal her1tsse whlch motivated them to 

preserve the1r natlonal ent1ty, which under terrible d1ffi­

culties could have vanished. The'se new 1deals spurred con­

tinuous Po11sh action asainet the oppressor 1n the form of 

numerous uprisings such as Kosc1uszko ' s 1n 1194, Dabrowski 's 

1n 1797, and the November revolution or 1830. Also, these 



new ideals and their application regained the respect and 

sympathy of foreign nations. 
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Thus the Bar Confederation was extre.mely important fo,r 

future Polish history because it forged the direction of 

much of the future Polish thought and action. It exempli­

fied future Polish dedication to ideals which had to be 

preserved as long as a Pole would exist, that in spite of 

all opposition and despite even the eradication of a 

geographical PoU,sh entity, a Poland would exist-. For the 

Confederation of Bar gave to Poland the essential ingredient 

for future a.ccompllshment, namely, a positive ideal which 

could command dedication . After the collapse of the Con­

federation and the exile of its leaders, two things 

immediately resulted. 

The first was the Russo-Turkish War, which had started 

even before the Polish Confederation ended, and which was 

directly influenced by 8cti'v1ties in Poland. 

Turkey had watched with deep suspic19n 
the progress of Russian penetration 111 
Poland. The Sultan had refused to recog­
n1ze the election of -Pon1atowski on the 
ground that it bad been forced on the 
point of Muscovite bayonets.57 

When the leaders of th,e Confederat10n turned to Turkey for 

help against RUSSia, the Sultan willingly helped especially 

because of French and Austrian encouragement. He realized 

that Russian domination of Poland would almost guarant.ee 

Russian attacks on Turkey. So when his request to Russla of 

withdrawing Russ1an troopafrom Poland was ignored, be 

57Plorinsky. p. 520. 
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declared war and formed an alliance with the Confederation of 

Bar. Thus both the Polish and Eastern questions were joined, 
" 

and in both cases Russia was the winner. Although Russia was 

poorly equipped to undertake two wars, it conducted the 

Turkish war also quite effectively. Thanks to several important 

victories, among them the naval victory of Alexis .Orlov 

at Chios, Russia was able to command superior terms in the 

treaty of Kutchuk-Kainardjii of 1774. 

The second result of the collapse of the Confederation 

was the partition of Poland. Throughout the years of the 

Confederation's activity and the accompanying rebirth of 

patriotism, culture and religiosity, Poland's neighbors were 

growing more and more uneasy. So when Confederate troops 

were finally defeated, they decided that the time had come 

to act. Without any conSideration of morality or inter­

national law, they proceeded to partition Poland for the 

first time. The agreement was made on August 5, 1772, 

between Russiaj. PrUSSia, and Austria, and the three 

countries began immediately to occupy the confiscated 

provinces. Russia got the largest share, the area which 

now forms Soviet Belorussia, beyond the Dvina and the Dnieper. 

Prussis obtained the most valuable part of Poland, namely, 

West Prussia. Austr1a also received a lal~ge part of Poland: 

Galicia, western Podolia, and a part ot the Oracow area. 

Altogether,Poland lost about a fifth of her popul&tion, a 

fourth of .her terr1tory, and almost half of her national 

wealth. But this was only the t:J,.rst pa;ftitlon; future 

partitions would cost even more. 
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Not only did these powers annex Polish territory, but 

they a lso wanted the Polish Diet to ratify the seizure. " 

Poland" thoroughly weakened by its four year struggle, could 

do nothing but agree. The king and the Diet a ssembled in 

April, 1773, and ratified the partition on the threat that 

refusal would mean even more annexation. Despite va liant 

attempts at reform and military action, the Polish vacuum 

of power had not been filled in time. 

.. .. 0. 



CHAPTER TWO 

CASIMIR PULASKI Il~ EXILE 

44 

After Pulaski left Czestochowa, his closest place of 

safety was Prussia and Prince Karl's court, which had become 

only a shadow of the former Mitau court. Here at Dresden, 

Pulaski became seriously ill and depressed, and. during this 

period he wrote several letters for protection to Buat, the 

French ambassador at Dresden, and even to the Russians. 

After his recovery he began to try to defend himself, instead 

of only asking for protection: 

In this he took the dubious course of 
casting all the responsibility for the 
kidnapping upon his subordinates, es­
pecially Strawinski~ and he avoided any 
statement that might involve or olear 
the Generalcy, whose participation in 
the movement was completely ignored. 
This adds to the mystery of the k1dnapping. 
The answer could not definitely clear Pulaski 
for there remained the question of the 
control that he had over h1s subordinates 
and the control thct h1s superiors had 
over h1m. 1 

The trial result1ng from the attempt to abduct the king 

took place the following year, 1773, and the following 

sentence was promulgated: 

Casimir Pulaski, Stanislaus Strawinsk1, 
fugitives, and Walenty Lukawski are not 
only to be deprived of their ranks and 
honor, but 'their bodies as toola of a 
shameful crime deserve to be subjected 
to punishment, and although for such a 
he1nous deed they have deserved much 
greater and more savage pun1shment, yet 
on the 1ntercession of His Royal Majesty 

lManning,pp. 153-54. 



t o our court. we decree that Walenty 
Lulc8\,iSki who 1s under arrest, and t he 
fugitives Casimir Pulaski and Stanislaus 
~·trawinski be put t o death by beheading. 
Their hands are to be displayed on the 
publio roads and after '8 while bu.rned., 
tneir bodies 1mmediately after beheading 
are to be Quarter ed" bu.rned. and scattered 
to the \l!inds. The whole property of 
Casimir Pul aatei we adjudge to the Royal 
Treasury and the informer, without 
t.ouching in any way tBe rights of his 
mother, !olme . Pulaska • . 
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Indicative of the general Polish reaction to Pulaski ' S 

sentence was the response of a theater audienoe to a play 

given at a Jesuit school in Luck. The plot of the play oon-

earned a father and hls three sons . The first two sons were 

rebelliOUS and disobedient. The third was obedient and. 

willing to risk even his life for his father, but his father 

ah~ays persecuted him. The audienoe said. "In exactly this 

way the J\epublic repays Pulaski." 3 

Despite genenl opposition t o thliJ I,lnfair sentencing 

of Pulaski , who diclnof; avan take part in the abduotion 

plot, the doors to P·oland were henceforth closed to him. 

He aimlessly traveled trom 1>resden to Altwasser. N1sa. 

Frankfurt am Main. StraabouZ"g. and Paris. Then ln the latter 

part of the summer 01' 1773, the lnternational Situation took 

8 new tl,lrn which made Pulaski .teel that perhaps the" was 

stlll a chance for Poland. He bel1eved that a new Pollsh 

8rt'llY should be tormed in '1'urkey and 1fM1edlately made plans 

to undertake this proJect. Fired with enthUSiasm, Pulaskl 

was able to gather enough funds and support to send. off a 

seventy-flve man expedition to Turkey. Once there, the 

2Ib19.. p. 151. 
3Konopczyftskl. Kazlmlerz Pulaski, p. 335. (Writar's 

translation) • 
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Turee g~ve Pulaski and hie pitifully small group considerable 

eid , but the Christian \ estern &:mbnssaaors stationed in 

Turkey were unable to give or even promise any help. Travel­

ling through the Balkan countries toward Poland w.e dirt' cult 

for t'he Poles , tor they \iel'e oftentimes attacked deep! te 

thei r 'llurk1sh guards. Understanda.bly so, tor not knowing 

th~ t Chrietian Poles tqere traveling under the protec-

tion 'Of the Turkish pasha., Christian Greeks, r.lontenegr1n1ans , 

etc., a t taek€">Q their Turkish oppressors and their esoorted 

guests. 

As 1t happened, Pulaski and his group t>~ere present at 

tbe 'l'urkish defeat, the battle ot Jen1 Pazar on June 29, 

1174, whioh ended the RUGuo-Turkish war.. During the course 

of this battle, Pulaski lout 11 the mooeynd supplies 

gathered for tbe new lnvasion of Poland . Thl·s "ba ttle con­

vinced even the i 'ncOl"rlg1bJ.y optl miet1e Casimir that h1s 

hopes of securing liberatlon of Poland through a Turk1sh 

' rmy were 10 va1n.,,4 

Pulaski and his friends were now :tn o desperate situa ... 

tion . They were alone flnd poor 1n a. defeated land, and there 

was the strong t;>oss1b1l.1ty that the terms of the Russo ... 

Turkish peace treaty \'Ietlid include the surrender of Pula sk1 

if he waa stlll 1.n Turkey . Disguised 8S a Tartar" a.nd then 

8 .S a "Mr. Romer", Pulaslci was able to make h1s way to Smyrna 

where he received assistance so that he could obtain passage 

on a shlp bound for Marseilles . This happened Just .1n time 

4 
Manning, p . 169. 
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for a Russian battleship appeared in the harbor of Smyrna and 

demanded the surrender of Mr. Romer Just six hours after 

Pulaski put out to sea. 5 

About the middle of October, Pulaski landed at Marseilles 

and then, living as Mr. Romer, tried to recoup his finances. 

He had lost his Polish estates; he had a number of large 

debts from the Turkish fiasco; and he had five officers to 

support. Besides, it was impossible for him to find ap­

propriate work, for he had knowledge of only the military 

and now, despite his fine reputation as a soldier, he was 

a lso infamous as a condemned would-be regicide, thereby 

making it impossible for him to get a commission in any 

European service. Thus, as the months passed he grew deeper 

and deeper in debt unt1l he had accumulated a debt of over 

12,000 pounds. 

To make matters worse, he took to gambling. 
Perhaps it was a relaxation; perhaps it 
was in the vain hope that luok would favor 
him and that he might somehow win enough 
to oover the most pressing of his debts. 
He was always disappointed. Yet it is in­
teresting to note that gambling was not 
forbidden to the Knights of the Holy 
Cross. It was the one vice that was not 
mentioned in the ooge to which he had al­
ways remained true. 

In October, 1775, the final blow fell, for Pulaski was 

imprisoned for debt. If it had not been for the two ROSSi 

brothers, one of whom was a major in the French army, Pulaski 

could have remained in prison indefinitely. They shamed the 

5Ibid., P .172. 

6.!E.!.9.., p. 177. 
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emigre leaders of the Generaloy into ralsing enough money to 

pay Pulaski' 9 debts which to a large. extent were incurred 

i n the Polish cause. By November, Pulaski left prison and 

was guaranteed at least a modest living. 

Pulaski began to think then how to clear his name and 

how to remove the order of execution and somehow t o have his 

property restored.. However, nothing came of his ef'forts1n 

this regard, tor his case was ignored by the officials in 

Poland. This probably would have been a great tragedy for 

Pulaski had he not already found a new 1nterest and cause. 

I t seems that he had definltely reconciled hlmself to the 

hopelessness of the Pollsh sltuatlQn and hls personal in­

abilltyto do anything about 1t and, being struck with the 

new.s ot the Ame*ican revolution, as was the rest of Europe , 

he began to see a new opportunity tor himself. It was evident 

that the new and inellperlenced anny would be 1n need of 

trai ned soldlers. Then too, it appears tha t Pulaski was 

developing a great deal of sympathy tor the Americans who 

were beginning a difficult undertaking 1n the name of their 

personal and nat10nal 11berty. 

It was a year before Pulaski had the op,ortun1ty to 

make known his interest and when, 1n the summer of 1776, 

Silas Deanearr1ved 1n Paris as a representative of the new 

Un1ted States, Pulaski wroteto bim. This letter was un­

answered, but when 5enJam1n Franklln arrived soon atter, 

Pulaski's request tor an American commission and service 

received much greater attent10n. Pulaskl's name carr1ed 

with it numerous connotations which necessitated careful 



oonsideration on the part of Franklin. There was no doubt 

abou~ Pulaski's mil1tary record" but his name had not yet 

been cleared of the regi01de oharge. Not that this would 
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mean muoh to the Amerioans who 'Were beoom1ng more and more 

ant1-monarchical, but Franklin, in try1ng to ga1n European 

support, d1d not want to antagonlze European courts whlch 

were in a pos1tlon to ald the reoent1y deolared revolution 

and new natlon. Due to therecommendatlons of several 

friends, including the famed Claude de Rulhiire,7 Franklin 

beoame convinced of the necessity of try1ng to seoure 

Pulaski's services. Beoause only George Wash1ngton and the 

Cont1nenta,1 Congress oould offer Pulask1 a com.miss10n 1n 

the American army, Frankl1n gave Pulask1passage on a ship 

to Amer1ca and a letter of introduct10n to Washington. The 

letter read: 

Count Pulaski, of Poland, an officer famed 
throughout Europe for his bravery and conduct 
1n defence of the llberties of his oountry 
aga1nst the three great invading powers of 
Russla, Austria, and Prussia, will have the 
honor of deliver1ng th,1s 1nto your Exoel­
lency's hands. The Court here, have en­
couraged,promoted h1s voyage, from an opinion 
that he may be hiahly useful to our serv1ce. 
Mr. Deane has written so fully concerning 
h1m that I need not enlarge; and I add my 
wishes, that he may find in our anDies un­
der your Exc@llency occas10n of distinguish­
ins h1mself. 

lth the help of the French government, Pulask1 was able to 

completely cle(lr h1s financ1al record and then he began to 

7Rulh1~re was a French d1plomat and histor1an. He was 
the author of H1st01re de l'anerch1e de Pologne 1n 1807. 

BLetter from Frank11n to Washington, 1n a brochure ~ 
Pulask1 Sesgul,.Centenn1al. Jersey C1ty, 1929. 
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prepare for his departure for America. In America he un­

doubtedly hoped to accomplish two things. Still a young man, 

only thirty, he would first try to restore his reputation and 

the family financial position . In a letter dated June 6, 

1777, to his sister Anna, the nun, he expressed his ambition 

to improve the lot of his family which had suttered so much 

in the pest years.9 Then, as ever, dedicated to the fight 

for liberty wherever it was to be tought, Pulaski wished to 

aid the new country where it was possill1le for people to achieve 

their rightful heritage. As he said: 

I could not stoop before all the 
sovereigns of Europe and so I came 
to hazardoall for the freedom of 
America. l · 

Pulask1 saw France for the last time on June 13, 1777, 

when he sailed trom Nantes aboard. the Massachusetts, a ship 

of the state navy of Massachusetts. During the torty-tour 

days ot the voyage, it is possible to imagine some of the new 

difticulties and challenges that were beginning to become 

apparent to Pulaski for perhaps the t1rst t1me. From the 

very Catholic env1ronment of Poland and even France, Pulaski, 

the Knight ot the Holy Cros~was moving into a clearly non­

Catholic, Protestant environment, an environment probably 

much closer to that of the Dissidents whom he had opposed in 

Poland. For the devout Pole, the absence of the succor of 

9Konopczynski, KazimierzPulaski, pp. 366-67. 

lOLetter from Count Pulaski to Congress, August 19, 1779, 
in the Message from the President of the United States Trans­
mitting Reports of the secretaries of State, War. and the 
Treasury respecting the services of Count Pulaski. Washington, 
D. C., 1887. 
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his religion was undoubtedly h1s greatest hardship. Be­

aldes, Pulaski had a langua,. barrier. .rench, Italian, and 

Tatar were ot little us. 1n the n.w English-speak1ng country. 

Then too, 1t 1s understandable that Pulaski came to 

America with oertain~ natural attitudes and preconceptions 

which he 800n bad to modify. 'irst, there was the absence 

ot sooial 41tterenoes whioh he, as a count,ll would bave to 

accept. Seoondly, he would have to reappraise much ot his 

militar, think1ng and exper1enoe, whioh was ,eared to tbe 

European and Polish situation. He would have to learn to 

appreoiate the vastness ot Amerioan torests, the ditterent 

terrains, and the mentality ot the American people. Thirdly, 

perhaps 

More disturbing than all these oonsidera­
tions was the taot tbat he speedily learned 
that there was a ;reat ditterenoe between 
the reality ot tbe Revolution and the glor­
ious picture tbat Pranklin was apreading 80 
industrious11 1n Pranoe. 12 

Pulaski was lraduall, introduoed to all these problems 

aboard the Massachusetts, but as we ahall aee, the, did not 

discourase h1m, tor h1. tirst intereat upon arrival in 

Amerioa was to immediately reque.t active .ervice. 

llPulaski belonced to a Polish noble tam11y baving 
the coat-ot-arms ot the nilbt-heron. Kaaper Hiesieoki, 
H!rbar& Pollki (LipskI J. H. Bobrowioz, 1841), p. 377. 
lecaus. Ihe 'olish nobility or ,entrJ d1d not have t1tl.s, 
and the Pulask1 tamily 1. not 11sted 1n the Pruss1an, .renoh, 
Au.trian, or Russian oatalolue. ot titles, the t1tl. "Count" 
was most probably siven to Pulaski as a oourt.ay t1tle. 
Atter all, he was a member ot tbe nobi11t, and 1n those days 
one had to oall a member ot such a tamily by some k1nd ot a 
t1tle. 

12 Manning, p. 201. 
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CASIMIR PULASKI IN AMERICA 

The British Colonies in America Before 1776 
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Part 01' the revolutionary movement whlch domlnated the 

eighteenth century was the Amerioan Revolution. During this 

Revolution thirteen Br1t1sh colonies broke away from the 

motherland and tormed an 1nd.ependent nation, the United States 

of America. Although the Revolution gave the American 

colonists politieal 1ndependence from Great Britain, the ties 

of common language; customs, and ancestry were not essily 

severed. This was so beoause Just betore the Revolut-ion, the 

majority 01' the three million American colonial populat1on 

was or English origin, although there were large groups of 

Frenc.h, aerman, I;;iCotch-Irish, Polish, Swiss, etc., ancestry. 

These colonists were scattered alons the Atlantic seaboard 

within th1rteen colon1es. 

The New England colonies were: Massachusetts, New 

Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. New England's 

population of 700,000 was unusually homogeneous. "They were 

generally alike in language, piety, and ways of thought. ill 

Emigre.tion to New England was generally by English 

groups whlch set up independent towns based on the English 

model which were the center 01' all SOCial, relig10us, and 

polit1cal actiVity. The 1nhabitants tended to be Puritans, 

lAllan Nevins and Henry Steele Commager, The Pocket 
History 01' the United States (New York: Pocket Books, 
1942), p. 36. 

", '. 

/ 
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and 1f they were not on arrival, they became Pur1tans . 2 Small 

scale agriculture .. fishing, shipbuilding, and commerce wer~ , 

thepredom1nant livelihoods . Education was considered more 

important in the New England col'On1es than in the 'Other 

col'Onies due in part to therelig1ou8 interest ot want1ng 

tQ teach people to read the Bible) As a result, numerous 

schools were founded, including Harvard College, Yale, 

Bro'tm, and Dartmouth. 

The M1ddle C'Olon1es were New York, Pennsylvanl.a, tiew 

Jersey , and Delaware. They had. a great diversity 1n popula­

tion and 1n addit10n to the Hudson Valley Dutch, the Penn .. 

syivania Germans,the English Quakers, and the otch-Irish, 

there were Jews, French Huguenots , etc. Although the great 

. majority of people U.ved on small, very p1!'Oductive tarms, 

there were g~eat manorial estates llke those ot' the Van 

Rensselaers, Cortlandte, and other ar1st'Ocrats. Fam1ng 

was the chlef occupation. alth'Ough manufacturing ana com­

merce soon developed: and. became significant. W1th the 

growth of the Cities, especially New York and Ph1ladelphia, 

a m1xed and pol1shed soc1ety began t'O appear. 'lhere tended 

to be grea.ter "11810us toleration 1n the Middle Colon1es 

and lite .1n general was tuller and more pleasant than 1n 

the New ' EnglEmd c'Olon1es. 4 

The. Southern C'Olon1es were: Maryland; V1rg1nia, 

2John D. H1cks and George E. Mowry , A Sh'Ort H1sto~ of 
American Democracy (Cambridge: The Riverslde press, 196), 
p. 31. 

:; Ibid., p. 36. 

4Nevins and Cdmmager, p. 41. 
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South Carolina, North Ca.rolina, and Georgia. Some of the 

unique feature·s of the Southern Colon1es, especially Virginia 

and South Carolina, were : they tended to be predominantly 

rural with only the cities of Charleston and Baltimore being 

of any importance ; there was a prevalence of large self­

suffic1ent estates which created the plantation system; 
t:: 

and there was a sharp strat1ficat1on of society into classes. :,! 

'Ehe English were the majority group in the Southern Colonies 

and they established the rural type of British government 

and the Anglican Church. Besides the Eng11.sh, there were 

over 300,000 Negroes liVing in the Southern Colonies. The 

plantation system and the rich soil made agriculture very 

successful and. together with trade with England., which 

made possible the exchange of agricultural proc:1ucts such a.s 

tobacco and rice for expens1ve European luxuries 11ke f1ne 

clothes, wines, and furniture, they were the chief occupa ... 

tions of the South. 

Besides these three groups of colon1es, there was the 

colo.nial West, the "back ... ,country," wh1ch was continually 

shifting westward in back of most of the older colonies. 

Despite the hardships of front1er 11fe" many flocked to the 

newly opened regions because la.nd was cheap and fertile • • In, 

fact, the Western drive was so strong that by the time of 

the Amer1can Revolution, colonists had already made settle­

ments beyond the Appalach1an Mountains in what 1s today 

Kentucky and Tennessee. Front1er soc1ety was considerably 

d1fferent from that ot the older areas along the Atlant1c 
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coast, {'or it tieS much UlOrEt coel»opol1tn anO democratic. 6 

Yet 1n spite 0'1 the different Old 01'10 backgrol.UldS and, ' 

the varied colonial 1v ng conditions "that race nol'~ calle 

American have arlsen. 01 Even in colonial times> bef'ore the 

fomal establishment of.' an American state or nationality I 

numerous Merican institutions and characteristies bad made 

their appear-ano.e. Amc)t1g them were: general posse,eM.on or 
land, pub11c education as originally sponsored by the Pur1t na 

and parat1sts, tJ:'leedom of the pl"ea8 which was ohampione by 

John Peter Zenser and Andrew Hamilton in 1735 .. and democracy 

and ingenuity- ss pr aoticed on the frontier ... ,and many more. 

1th the devtlopm.ent of thea truly American elements" the 

enlightened men ot tbe latee1ghteentll oentury could begin 

"to oryatal11zea truly indigenous ;\me~lcan mind. IIB 

To a large extent the Amet"1can coloniats were t re to 

develo. ' their own culture and unique lnet1tut1ons because 

f:rom the early daye of Amer1can colon1al settlement, Great 

, r1tain showed littl e inter-est 1n colonial development and 

oontrol. Although Great Br1tain believed 1n theGr:Y that tll 

colonte3 ex1eted for the benefi t Of the mother eountry, and 

that they should be sl.IbJeet, to any regul'at10na that the 

mother country should Choo:se to make, it took a long time 

, , 
OH1Cks ana ' ~owry, p . 44 . 

7Leon lie Canfield B;nd Howard B. Wilder"t at. 'l~ J.1ak1ps 
of MOdern America (Cambridge: The Riverside Preas, 1 ... 2), 
p . 62. . -

8Stow Persons, American M1ncia~ A Histon of Id~as (Ne 
York; Henry Holt and Company, 195 ), p. 7~. 
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for a definite British policy or control to develop. In the 

meantime the colonists enjoyed the British institutions of 

'government and soon became very freedom~minded and political­

ly experienced . 

With the British viotory in the Seven Years' War, the 

American colonies were placed in a completely different 

position. On the one hand, the War had relieved much of the 

French and Spanish pressure on the colonies, thereby making 

them less dependent upon British protection. Also, it demons­

trated that American colonists could fight a s well as the 

British, and it gave them some valuable training in fight1ng. 9 

On the other hand, the Seven Years' War had oost Great 

Britain a great deal financially, and had given it new ter~' 

ritories to govern. Therefore it deoided, that it was time 

to regain olose control over the colonies, and that there 

was no alternative to levying taxes on the oolonists in 

order to meet expenses. 10 

Through the imposition of numerous measures, among them 

the Navigation Acts and the Molasses Act, Great Britain be­

gan along the path of seriously regulating colonial trade to 

harmonize with the prevalent mer~antile theory. However, such 

acts governing colonial trade and manufacture were only a 

part of Great Britain's more determined policy of in-

creasing the control over the oolonies so that they would 

9Nev1ns and Commager, p. 68. 

lOHoward H. Peokham, The War for Independence. A 
Military History (Chicago:Un1versity of Chicago Press, 
1958), p. 1. 



1n fact be a part of a great British Empir e . British in­

sistence that by law the 0010n1es wef'e part ot the British 

. ~lIlp 1re was to be fOllnd 

• • • ...n the 'Words of the Declaration Aot 
of 1166 that the colonies 'have been, are, 
and of right ought to be subord1nate unto 
and dependent upon the Imperial Crown and 
Parliament Qf Great Br'ita1n t and that 
Parliament had 'full power and authority 
to tnlilke lals and statutes of 6uff'lc1ent 
torce and val1dity to b1nd the colonies 
and people of Amerioa • • • .10 all caee 
wh taoever. 11 
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The Amer1can oolonists, as inher1tors ot the British 

political tra.d1tion and 1\ the rights of Englishmen,n re­

sented any enoroachments upon the1r 1ndependenoe by a pot~er 

located thousands i')f m1les away. The preservation of these 

inheritances could have been aohieved through therecog­

nit10n of the federal pr1noiple wh1ch would allow a certain 

measure of deoentralizat1on, thus mak1ng possible the r­

servation of local autonomy and authority. However" Great 

Britain, ded1cated to the maintenanoe and strengthen1ng of 

a centralized emp1re dld not · take the opportunity to oreate 

a federal state. I i 

It was partly because ot the 1nab1l1ty 
of men to preserve the balance between 
them Ilmper1a11sm and Federal1sm! that 
the Revolu!~On occllrred and termina ted 
as it d1d. 

hen the Br1tish began imposing taxes as well s trade 

regulations, the Amer1can colon1sts became extremely angry. 

11 Gvioa and Commager, p. 72. 

12Randol ph O. Adams, Political Ideas of the Amerioan 
Revolut1on(New York: Barnes & 'N'oblelnc., 195B), pp .~. 39-40~ 



The Americ an position was that, while Par­
liament could legislate for the colanies, 
taxes were a gift to the g overnment from 
the people and could be levied only through 
their direct represent atives - of which 
they had none in Parl iament . 13 

The American s seemed to be willing t o accept external tax-
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ation in the form of import duties but they were oppo sed to 

internal taxation whi c h they considered "taxation without 

r epresentation." In the face of Ame r i can opposition and 

economic boycotting, Great Britain was forced to back 

down several t imes from 1763 t o 1775 and to make at l east 

mock deference to the Ameri can d istinc tion betwee n in -

ternal and ex t erna l taxes . 

Neverth el ess , the imposition of the Revenue Act of 

1764, the Stamp Ac t of 1765, the Townsend Du ty Ac t of 1767, 

the Boston Massa cre of 1770 , the Tea Act of 1773, a nd th e 

Into l er able Acts of 1774, all i ncreased Americ an r esentment 

to the point that the Ame r i can Revolution did not occur i n 

1776, bu t rather, according to John Adams : 

••• the revolution was in the minds 
of the people, and the union of the 
colonies, both of which were accom­
plished before hostilities commenc ed . 14 

And final ly, because 

• • • i nd ependenc e had long existed i n 
spirit in mos t of the essential matters 
of co lonial life ••• the Bri t ish go vern­
ment had only to se~k to establish i ts 
power over the colonies in order to 
arouse a desire fo r formal i ndepend enc e . 15 

13Peckham, pp. 1-2. 
14 Ne vi ns and Commager, p. 73. 
15Claude Ha lst ead Van Tyne , The American Re volution 

( New York: Harper & Broth ers , Pub lisher s , 1905), p.5. 
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During the last ten years before the outbreak of the . 

Revolutionary or, party l1nes grew more and moredGtinite,. 

with the need for the colon1sts to dec1de wh1ch slde tbey 

were going to support. But even the radicals ho agreed 

that no concessions should be made to the British pOint of' 

view did not all believe that revolution and independence 

were the only courSe that CQuld be taken . Some of the most 

prominent radioal leaders were: Thoma s Jefferson, John 

Adams , Benjamin Franklin , and others . They were educated 

w~1ters and thinkers and, us1ng many of the arguments tJh1ch 

justified the Glor1ous Revolution of 1688 in Great Britain, 

they developed: muob of the American pol1t1cal ph1losophy 

that became the oornerstone of tbe Revolution a.ndthe new 

republic . And because they were armed with an outstand1ng 

pol1 t .lcal phIlOsophy, and were able writers and publicists, 

these radical leaders were capable of makIng their Views 

predominate. Thus the rad1cals 800n gained control over 

American affaIrs, and ohose the path of independence; but 

there was fully a. th1rd of the Amer10an colonial popula.t10n 

which remained openly or secretly loyal to the mQt.her country 

even dur.1ng the Revolution . 16 

The revoltaga.1nst ·the BritIsh government was care­

fll.lly planned, and was not a spontaneous movement . IT Sever'sl 

steps preoeded the aotualRevolutlonary War, whlch was only 

16HiCks and Mowry I p. 76. 

17Nev1ns and Commager, p. 85. 

" " 



the climax to the argument. 

Perhaps the ultj,mate issue surprised 
them • • • The goal might st1l1 have 
been denied them by force, and there­
fore they turned from an apP!ft1 to 
reason to an appeal to arms . 
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The first step in t .he movement toward indc-pendence was 

severe rioting aga.inst British measures. Property and per­

sons were threatened,and organizations like the Sensor 

Liberty sprang up to encourage resistance. 

The second stel:> was considerableeconom1c boyc~tting 

of British goods. Due to the, stringency or the boycotting, 

British imports dropped by almost a half in some colonies, 

thus forcing the repeal of many 01' tbe unpopula%' acts . 

The ~hird step was the formation of comm1tteesof cor-

respondence, which were to explain to the other colonies, and ' 

to the world, what were the right8 of the colonies, and how 

they were being violated by Great Britain. samuel Adams 

was the prinCipal instigator 01' the f .1rst committee in 

Boston, and soon other committees were formed in the other 

0010n1es . 

The fourth step was the formation of revolutionary 

legislatures, and finally the First Continental Congress was 

called. in September .. 1114. Delegates trom every colony ex­

cept Georgia met, and they appealed to the king for liberty 

and. to have their wrongs righted. They also agreed not to 

import or export to Great Britain until the abuses had been 

corrected.. This of course hurt the oolonists as much as 

the British" but they had determined at this First Continental 

l8Peckham, p. 3. 
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Congress to fight for their rights, but economically. In 

addition" the Congress backed Massachusetts· opposltion. to ,: 

t he IntOlerable Acts by deolaring "that if force were used 

against the people of that colony 'all Americans ought to 

support them' in resistance . " l9 

The Bri tish answered the proclamations of the Continental 

Congress by a Rest raining Act~ which further limited the 

colonies' trade; and by an increased grant for British 

military and naval f oroes in America. British General Thomas 

Gage was commander-in-chief of the British foroes in North 

America , as well as governor of Massachuset ts . In Boston, 

a cltyof sixteen thousand, he was trying to police the 

city and gOvern it with almost four thousand troops.20 Out ... 

side of Boston, and. all over the country, military companies 

\ ere being formed, and supplies were being bought and stored . 

Neither side wished to start the war, but General Gage be-

11eved that the spring of 1775 would bring an attack against 
21 hiB force 1n Boston. In an a ttempt to prevent t h1s a ttaok 

and an a11-ou~ wal", General Gage decided to seize some il­

legal mi11tary stores at Concord, and two arcb .. conspirators, 

Samuel Adams and John Hancock. on Apr1l 18. 1775, General 

Gage sent eight hundred men toward Concord, but the country­

s.1de was warned by Paul Revere. As a result, British Major 

John Pitcairn and his ~n were met by a band ot militiamen 

s,t Lexington . It shot was f1red, and soon sevenm11itlamen 

were dead . The Brit1sh troops then marched on to Concord, 

19Nev1ns and Commager,pp. ~1-92. 

20peckham, pp . 19-20. 
21Nev1ns and, Commager, p . 92 . 

., ' . 



62 

and destroyed t h" mi11tary s tores. All a long t he way back 

t o Boston J t he British were at tacked; they lost 273 men 

during the march . The Battles of Lexington and Concord 

had t he result of un:!.ting the colonies a s never before. 

With1n a few days, a great mass of patr10t troops be­

sieged General Gage and his army in Boston, and a l l the 

r oyal governments in the oolonies were belng overturned . By 

May 10, 1775, the Seoond Continental Congress had met in 

Ph11adelphla and had organized the I I Amer10an Cont i nenta l 

Army, n with George Wash,ington in command. However, before 

Washington tOOk command, the famous Battle of Bunker Hll1 

was fought. On ·June 171 1775, General Gage sent General 

Howe t 'o drive the Americans from Bunker Hill (Breeds Hill), 

whioh was dangerously olose to Boston. After two unsuo­

cessful attacks, the third British attack was successful 

only because the Americans had run out of ,ammun1t1on and 

had decided to retreat anyway. 

Britlsh losses were considerably more than the American 

l osses. The Battle of Bunker Hill was significant because 

it increased American conf1dence tTemendously; it showed 

that the American colon1alsoldiers could stand up to a pro­

fessional army without spec1al equipment and training. It 

was also important because it impressed upon the British for 

the first time what the fighting Amer1can was l1ke : 

These People Shew a Spirit and Conduct 
against us they never shewed against 
the French • • • They are now Spirited 



up by a Rage and . nthus1asm a,s great 
as ever People weX'e possessed of, and 
you must proceed in earnest or giye 
the Business up • • • The loss we have 
sustained is gr ate!' than we can ii)ear . 22 

The Ame'r1can Revolutionary War 

1th the blows struck at Lexington ana Concord, the 

American Revolutionary War had begun . The contl:1.ct was to 

last nearly eight years and many times the Patriot forces 

came very olose to total defeat. To continue as 0010n1es 

of Q.reat Br1ta.in after the Battles of Lexi ng.ton, Oonoord , 

and Bunker lUll seemed impossible, nevertheless, the decision 

to declare complete independence waa a. c11ff1cult one . But 

finally on June 7, 17'76 , Richard. Henry Lee of V1rgin1a 

moved in the Cont1nental Congress i1that these United Colonies 

a re, and of right ought to be, t ree and independent eta,tee . " 23 

Thomas Jefferson. Benjamin Franklin, ana John Adams were the 

major oontributors to the American Declaration ot Independence 

\~hieh was formally adopted on July 4, 1176. l.ow that American 

independence had been proclaimed, 1t had to be won. 

Great Br'1ta1n and the new United St ates were greatly un­

equal in population. size and strength . Great Britain had 

a population ot about ni.ne m1111on24 as opposed to thatot 

the United States, whlch was about three milli on. Washington 

selclom had more than sixteen thousand - sometimes only one 

' F 

22peckham, p . 20. 

23H1cks and Mowr,y. p . 78. 
24 ieckham, p . l~ . 
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thousand poorly equipped and fed men in the f1eld, while the 

Brit1sh had close to s1xty thousand adequately supplied men' 

who could 1n case of emergencies be supplemented with 

"Hessians," . Loyalists, or Ind1ans. 25 Great Brita1n had the 

greatest navy in the world, as well as f1ne, regular profes­

sional armies, while the United States had practically no 

navy and in general lts amy was composed. of inexperienced 

milltiamen and volunteers. Then too, the Unlted States had 

tremendous difflculty in flnan.cing the war, whereas the 

British had adequate gold to pay for all thelr needs. 

Besldes these dlsadvantages, the Americans had other 

weaknesses, most signifioant of which was that all Amer1cans 

themselves were not united. in the war effort against Great 

Britain . As was previously mentioned, perhaps more than one 

thlrd of the Amerlcans were 1n sympathy wlth Great Brltain . 

Thls made recruitment; supply procurement, and f1nance all 

the more d1fficult. Then as the war progressed, it became 

obvious that the Americans were plague:a; with the same pro­

blems that harmed the Poles - la,ok of unit¥ and central 

authority. The Continental Congress had declared independ­

ence and a war, but it dld not have the power to carry on a 

war. It was not able to raise taxes, enforce a draft, etc. 

Thus the states were free to contribute toward the cause as 

they chose. And because of their dlstrust ot Congress, and 

26 tl d their mutual Jealousy, coopera.· on, manpower, money, an 

supp11es were serlously lacking . 

-------
25H1ckS and Mowry , p. 80 . 

26 'N'evins? .. ana· Commager, p. 97. 



In the light of such huge difficulties .• ho t'l'as it 

possible for the United States to win? First to be eon­

S1d~red are the British weaknesses which made American 

victory poss1ble. Undoubtedly, the faot that Great Brltaln 

was flghting three thousand miles from home base tHiS in part 

responsible for :lts defeat. Then too" British military 

leaders were q,uite ineffective. 

Seoondly, the United States was helped towards V1ctor"J 

by fore1gn aid, especially IIFrance's assistance 1n all kinds 

of supplies, in oash and loans, and finally 1n ships and 

troops ~hlC~ was of immense and even dec1s1ve help. u27 

Also, several exper1enceci European military men came to the 

United States, among them two Germans, Steuben and Kalb, the 

Frenchman, Lafayette, and the two Poles, Koscluszko and 

Pulaski, who all performed very admirably 1n the American 

cause . 

Thirdly, and most 1mportantly, the United States had 

certain strengths wh1ch would not be beaten ult1ma,tely. There 

were numerous persever1ng individuals who were completely 

dedicated to the cause or American independence, and to the 

principles of the Declaration of Independence. And IIthere 

were enough of them - many not 1mown by name - to keep the 

c,ountry a.ctively at war. They had pledged their U.ves to 

win, and they meant 1t . "28 One or theae individuals, George 

Washingto.n, was perhaps at the head of th1s 1ndispensable 

group. Then,at the core of the Continental army were a few 

. 27Peckhsm., p. 202. 

28Ib1d • ,p • 203 • 
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regiments whose valor ana tou~hne8S were oompletely super10.r 

to the Br1t1sh2~ who I'ought mainly by reflex and out of' 
.. 

traditi on " These American soldi ers introduoed a new concept 

into war and into the motivation of a fighting m.8n: 

patX"lotism. 30 

Arter the Declaration of Independ, nce., the Revolut1on­

ary War moved1nto its second pha.se,w,hloh lasted t:rom Jul , 

1116, to J unel' 177f3.. 'the first year or the war" 1175-1776, 

had showed tew gains on either s1d.e, but the second year 

brought four ma jor campaigns: the British campaign aga.inat 

t.ew York, Washington t e New Jeraey campalgn, General Howe's 

c£l:pture of the American eapital, Philadelphia , and General 

Burgoyne ' s disastrous maroh trom Canada . 

General Howe and h1& brotber, Admiral Richard Howe .. had 

intended to ena the war Quickly by deteating Washington and 

capturing New York City. Altbough General Howe was able 

to seriously defeat Washi ngton and hi army at the Battle 

of Long Island, he cUd not oontinue the attaok long enough. 

Asresul t " Washington and the remainder of the Continenta 1 

army managed · Co escape, but this meant that New York was 

lost to the Br1ti$h for the rese of the war . However, not 

long atter" Washington rec~ssed the Delaware River, and in 

a magn1f'icentten- day camp 19n secured New Jersey foll' the 

Americans, tremendously reviving A.merican spirits after the 

Long Island dete.at . 

29a1ch~rd M. Ketchum (ad . ) , ~he American Her1 taS! Book 
of' the ReVO.lu;§on (New York: American Heritage Publishing 
Co., Inc. , is ), p. 168. 

30- . 4· -l'eckbam, p . 20 • 

. .. 
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In May, 1777 , General Howe" the captor of New York, de­

cided to attack Philadelphia . At the same time, General • 

Burgoyne was moving south along the Hudson River from Canada . 

Washington tried to stop General Howe from taking Phila­

delphia by interception at Brandywine. However" he was de­

f eated and the British moved into Ph1ladelphia on September 11, 

1777. 

Just as winter was closlng i n, Wa shington made a fina l 

a ttempt to drive the Br1tish from Philadelphia by an a t tack 

on Germantown. Thit ltoo was unsuccessful an6 was followed 

bY a retreat to Valley Porge, the winter headquarters of the 

Continental army. Indicative of the privation and starvation, 

yet courageous endurance of those at Valley Forge was a remark 

by Doctor Albigence 'Waldo, who "'rote~ 

I am ashamed to say it, but I , am tempted 
to steal Fowls if I could f1nd them - or 
even a whole Hog - for I feel as if I 
could eat one. But the Impoverlsh'd 
Country about us, affords but little mat­
ter to employ a Thief - or keep a Clever 
Fellow in good humour - But why do I 
talk of hunger & hard usage, when so 
many in the World ha~~ not even fire Cake 
& Water to eat • • • 

Meanwhile General Burgoyne was meeting severe resistanoe 

in his south-bound New York campaign. It was finally cul­

minated by h1s defeat at Saratoga on October 17, 1777. 

31AlbigenCe Waldo, "Life at Valley Forge (1777-1778) .. " 
American History Told by contemgoraries, ed. Albert Bushnell 
Hart (New York: The Macmliianompany, 1898), II, 
Part VIII, 571. 



The deteat 01' Burgoyne has been 
called one of the decis1ve events 
of theworldts h1stO~j because . 

·1t brought France into the w8r. '·32 
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The third pbs.se of the war saw seh1tt tl'Om major en ... 

gagements 1n the North to engagements 1nthe \lest, South, 

and on the sea. In the West, through the efforts of' George 

Rogers Clark" and the capture at the Brlt·1ah torts of 

Kaskaskia, Oahokia, and Vincennes, the Patr10ts were ablet.Q 

s ,cure the ent1re northwest territory tor the U.nited tates. 

Atter France entered the war 1n the spring 01' 1111, 

Great Brita1ndec1ded to shift the bulk of' its campaigns to 

the South where it was believed that theh was tnoreLoyal1st 

support. The American pOSition appearec1 especially bad, 

particularly after the British seizures of savannah nd 

Charleston~ and the failure to recapture Savannah, but 

tortunately the Battles ot Kings Mountain and COWpens 

helped to restore the balance. 

On the seas and the Great Lakes, the U.nited . tates, with 

the help ot France, was able to raise a small fleet . Themost 

significant naval Victories were. won by the tatber .0£ the 

American navy, John Paul. Jones. A180~ privateers oontr1. 

buted to the American naval effort . However, the operations 

of the French and Spanish fleets were of more importanoe than 

the generally 1mpotentAmer1can navy and the various state 

navies . 'rencb Admiral Jean Baptiste d ' Estaing inter. 

tered with the British attacks onttle Atlantic states, and 

32philiP Davidson, uRevolut1onary War 1n America,fI 
The World Book . Encycloeedia, 34th ed., Vol. XIV. 
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together w1th the Spanieh fleet" was alm.ost able to attack 

Great Britain ltself. 'l'hen in 1181, largely due to French . 

Admlral FranC;OiQ ce Gresse's fleet" which was stationed. so 

that Brltish General Comwallis' escape to the seQ was cut 

off, We,ahington was able to torce British surrender a t the 

Battle of.' Yorktown. 

'rhe tlnal campaign of the war was tought in Vl~g1nla, 

where Ganenl Cornwallis had his army stationed. Decause 

later 1n 1781 General Comwal11s concentrated all his 

toroes on the Yorktown peninsula, Washington and Adm1ral 

Grasse were able to win the Battle of YOrktowI\wh1ch ended 

the Revolutlonary War. 

General Comwall1s' deteat need not have meant the end 

ot the Revolutionary War, because the Brltish stlll had thirty 

thousand troops 1n America who controlled the major citles of 

Charles ton, , Savannah, and New York. But it appeareci that 

Great Brita1n had had enough ot war. and was w1111ng to agree 

to agen.erous peace treaty,. 

The tinal peace, treaty, which formally ended the Revolu­

tionary War w8sthe Treaty of Faris ot 1763. The treaty was 

most ravorable tor the United States, and of course, its 

basls was American independence trom Great Britain. The 

Revolutionary War had won Amerioan ind.ependence. and a signi­

ficant change had taken place in American society during It. 33 

Now tbe task was to forge a new, strong and independent 

nation. 

3~evins and Commager, p. 109. 
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Cas1mir Pulaski Under \ 'ash1ngton , s Command 

At last Pulasld arrived 1n Ameriea . e landed at 

Marblehead. Massachusetts" not much more than fifteen miles 

from Boston, on, July 23, ,1177. Hie arrival happened to 00 .. 

incide with a new m:U.1tary criels" for B:-1t1sh General Howe 

had begun moving South from New York City 1n an attempt to 

capture Philadelphia. At the same time General Burgo:;ne was 

moving towards Albanyatter successfully attack1ng 

T1conderoga . 

Pulask1 first went to Boston. where he met with General 

il11am Heath, the commander of that city . Then he set out 

for Washington ' s headquarters on Nesham1ny Creek, south at: 

Philadelph1a. Carrying numerous lettere of recommendation, 

:includ1ng a letter from Lafayette's 34 w1fe. , it wa possible 

for Pulask1 to be introduced to many prominent people . 

Lafayette 1mmed:;l.ately became Pulask1's close friend, and per-

Bonally presented htm to Bshington. It was from Wa.shington 

that Pulaski leamed that he could pece1ve a commiss1on only 

from t,be Cont1nentalCongress, whi'ch at that t1me WBsmeet:1ng 

in Philadelphia. Several persons, Including 'Washington and 

Lafayette wrote le,ttel"s ot reoommendation tor h1m to the 

Continental Congress, ana Pulask1 himself wrote to the Congress 

asking tor a rank and a oommand whioh would make him sub­

ordinate only to Washington or Latayette . 35 The answer of 

34Lafayette ' s full name was Marie Joseph Paul lve,s 
Roen Gilbert du f40tier, Marquis de Lafayette. Not only dld 
he contr1bute greatly to the Amer1can Revolution, but he 
played a large part in the French Revolution. His dates are 
1757-1834 . 

35Mann1ng, p . 206. 



the Ulitary Comm1ttee of the Continental Congress to 

Pulaski 's request was •• 

that a compliance w1th these expecta­
tions would be as contrary to the pre­
va1l1ng sentiments 1n the several states 
as to the Constitution ot o~6 a~ and 
therefore h1ghly impolitic .:; · 
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. ithth1s impa.sse, Congress decided to refer Pulaski 

back to ashington so that Washington, after turther diS ... 

~uss.1on with Pulaski. could suggest a specitic pos1tion for 

him. In a letter to Congress of August 28. 1711. Washington 

tll'Ote: 

Having endeavored « • .to think of some mode 
ot employ1ng h1m [!:ulaek1] 1n our · service, 
there is none oceurs to me 11able to so tew 
inconveniences and exceptions., as the g1v1ng 
him cGmmancl ot the horse • • • The Count 
appears, by his recommendations;; to have 
sustained no incons1derable m1U.tary eharac­
ter in his own .countt7; and as the -principal 
attent10n 1n Poland has been for some time 
~a8t pald to the Cavalry, it 1s presumed 
this gentleman 1s not unaoqua.1nted. with it 
• • .. This gentleman, we are told has been, 
like us" engaged ;tn detending the liberty 
and independence of his country; and has 
sacr1ficed his fortune in hls zeal for 
these objects. He deserves trom hence a 
t1tle to our respect.. that ought to operate 
in his fa"oul", as far ae the good of t he 
service w111 perm1t; but 1t can never be 
expected we shOUld loae sight of th1s. 31 

Days passed ana stlll Pulaski heard noth1ng of his appoint .. 

mente He could do nothing but try to walt patiently and 

put hls t1me to good use by familiariz1ng h1mself wlth the 

~~Lette;-;r James tcwell, Member of the Mllttary Committe e " 
t o the Continental Congrese, in FIJ1.s"! W Ameuee (Warsaw: 
F. Hoeslek Co.; 19301, pp. V-VI. 

37 f-1anning, pp. 207 .. 08. 
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new country. ~hanks to hls numerous letters of introduction 

t~m fr1ends in France, he soon ga1neci entrance into an en .. 

tirely new set ot f:rlenda. Many of them, lncludlll$ W > ahington 

an(l Lafayette" were r~sons . Due to hls close asaocl&.tlon with 

them and many otber tt1asons,. it is not at all improbable that 

Pulaskl hlmself became a Mason. Perhaps Pulaski even became 
8 a Mason whl1e st.11l in Europe. 3 Most present-day Masonic 

aut horitles are ot tbe opinion that Pulaskl became a Mason ln 

America,. however. they a.re still ln need ot that one plece of 

written evidence testifying to his membershlp 1n a. Masonlc 

lOdge. 39 Reflecting that general 0I>1n10n is the fact that 

numerous artlc1es40 claim Pulaski 8S a Mason, and 1n fact 

there are four Masonlc lodges named after him today. 41 

38wl111am Stuart, "Pulaski,. "'l'be Bullder, (February" 1926),. 

39Letter of Wendell K. Walker, Dlrector of the Library 
and MUseum of the Grand Lodge,. Bree and Accepted Masons" of 
the State of New York, to the Author. March 22, 1962, whlch 
stated: ItA.lthough we should be glad to be able to claim him 
[pulask{J for a member. you will see trom the enclosed material 
that the available information 18 much less concluslve. II Also 
uletter of Capta1n Pranklin Kemp, Masonlc histor'$.an, to the 
author, March 30, 1962, inoluded the tollowing: "Masonic 
authorities \11th whom I baYecontacted teel stronaly that the 
General was a Mason, althOUgh a1.1 are still searohing for that 
one piece ot evidence that wl11 be in wrltlng. I 

40npulaSk1 DaJ." '!'hI New Ae~, . January, 1931, p. ,. 
Georg·e w. Ba1rd, fl Caslmlr Pulas ~,tI '1'11. BUilder, (May, 1911), 
p. 9Q . Gilbert Patten Brown, "The MOiIumenti to Caslmir 
Pulaskl, tI MaS~c. V01@e Slev!,w, (January, 1911), pp. 5 .. 8. 
\. R. Denslow, ~ount ~asimlr pulaski," Ten ThouBand 'amoenr 
pr~ema8on8, III, p . 307. 'l'$.nk11n Kemp, "the pulaskl Banner, I! 
liTe i9 Ag,~ (.Mal'Cb,. 19(2), pp. 49-51. \i1111am. Stuart, 
I Puias h. T e BUilder, (February, 1926), pp . 42 ... 45. 

41The tour Masonlc lodges named atter Pulaski are located 
1n Pottsville, Pennsylvania; Pulaski, Tennessee ; Butta.lo, New 
York ; and Ch1cago, Illinois . 

" '. 



Some reasons why present-day historians can conclude 

quite satelythat Pulaski becatne III Mason are: 

73 

First , as was ment1oned, many of Pulask1 's closest tr1ends 

and benefact ors were Ma one, and it 1S most probable th t 

they invited him to joi~ their lodge and actlv1ties . 

SecondlYI although Pulaski was a practicing Catho11c ~ 

he could have been a Mason, t or althougb Masonry had been 

banned by the Pope, knowle<lge of tbe ban was not widesprea.d . 4~ 
In tac t: 

Daniel Caroll, brother ot the tirst Ameri .. 
can bishop, was aotive in Masonry; and 
. pparently Bishop Caroll d1d not consider 
~~:1~a~:!e~~~a:~~!~a~~~o~~3th18 country 

'rhird.ly. Pulaski must have been conscious or Masonic 

symbols, and t hey must have meant something to him, because 

the symbol round on the banner used by hls 1eg10n is similar 

to the 'Masonlc all~8eelng eye. I 

Fourthly~ Lafayette, also a Mason, l ald the corner ... 

stone for a mbnument tOPl11askj. with Masonic:: services in 
. . . 44 

Savannah, Georg1a, on JimJlch 21, 1825. It seems improbable 

42MaSOnry was to~lly oondemned by the Pope 1n 1738. 
Masonry's lodges were tf conci.emned tOI' their re11gious 
natura118m, not their atheism, for their 1tnmOral oaths, 1'011 
their' historio if teohnically-unofficial anti .. cler1calism. 
~ ill1am J. halen, r1atl.n1t and . Amer1can Froeemaeonrz 
(Milwaukee; 'rbe Bruce ub11shing ' 0., 19 ,p. 109. 

43Ib1d ., p. 103. -
44 

'tPulaski Day .. ' The New Age , January I 1937, p. 5. 



that Lafayette, a contemporary of Pulaski, would have 

agreed t.o Masonic services if he bad known Pulaski not to 

be a Mason. 

Fifthly, a respected nineteenth centurw Masonic his­

torian, Robert Freke Gould, listed Pulask1 as a member of 
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a military lodge 1n Georg1a. 45 Also, during this period of 

inactiv1ty, Pulaski worked to improve his Engl1sh and be­

came more fa.miliar w1th American military operations. He 

especially noticed how inadequate the American cava lry \'las, 

and how little lmportance was given to it. Undoubtedly, he 

resolved to do something about it if he would ever have the 

chance. However~ he grew more and more impatient as he 

saw that a. major battle with the British was impending. 

Wash1ngton, ant1c1pat1ng a battle 1n the defense of Phila­

delphia, moved his head.qua1"ters near the Brandywine River. 

The for.cas of Washington and General Howe met on 

September 11, 1777; at the Battle of Brandywine. Pulaski 

stlll had not received a commission from the Continental 

Congress, but after a day of di.BastrouB fighting for the 

Americans, h±Simpatlenoe reach§9 the bOiling po1nt ,and 

Pulaski requested speoial permission from Wasa.1ngton to 

lead a small cavalry detachment . In broken English, French. 

and PoliSh he made an effective oharge against the British 

and created. a useful diversion which gave the Americans 

moret1me for their withdrawal. 

45 
Robert 'reke Gould, Mi11,tary Lodges (London: 1899) I 

pp. 218-20. 
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Ev1dently Pulaski's action at Brandywine made a fa.vor­

able impression on the Continental Congress, f or Just i'our .. 

days l ater, Congress voted. to give h1m a oommission, ana 

from v ash1ngton' e natl headquarters 1n Warwick Furnaoe , he 

announoed that 

• • • the Hon-ble Congress have been 
pleas'd to appoint C. Pulaski to the 
oommand of the Amer10an Light ~6agoons 
with the rank of Brig-r Oen-l. 

As Pulaski earlier reoognized, the Amerioan cavalry was 

in a terrible state. When he took over, there were only 

727 men in four oavalry regiments, none of whom \'1ere \'~ell­

trai ned. 41 Previous to Pulask1's assumption of command of 

these four regiments, they were under the command of f our 

oolonels: Moylan, Bland , Seldon , and Baylor. The faot 

that Pulaski, a foreigner .. was g1ven oommand of these reg1-

ments over the other offioers was the source of future 

trouble for him. 

Before Pulaski had even begun to make any headway in 

try1ng to reorga.nize the cavalry, Washington deCided to 

attaok the British at Germantown. The result of th1s at­

taok on October 4, 1777, was another dismal failure for the 

American foroes, and Pulaski 

• • • was able to do pract1cally nothing 
1n covering the American armies even 1n 
their r~sreat after an unsucce.ssful 
attaok. 

46WaShington's Orders, Vol . III, 1'01. 308, Quoted in 
W~adys~aw Wayda, Pulaski W Ameryce, p. VII. 

47 Mann1ng, p. 216. 
48 Ib1d., p. 218. -



16 

A.lthO~h there 1,6 little information about Pulasld 1 s part 1n 

the :Battle of Ge:nnanto\m~ some forty years later in gave rise 

to a peouliar controversY. In 1822" a book ent1tled Sk 'tahes 

Of Life Ana C~rrespondenoe or Nathaniel <!teene, Ma,1or General 

or The . r,!!1es. o-fThe Revolut1o~,; bY Juc1ge 11U.am Johnson, 
; 

charged that Pul~1, bo \'ias to command a patrol l was foune 

asleep in a f'armhouse by \io,sh1ngton. And 1,t was only due to 

policy, and ar~at-d tor the rank andm1sfortune of the 

offender, that ca.used a,shlngton to suppress the fact. 49 
50 Hot-lever, Paul BentalOu refuted this by sa y1ng first : 

He who deems himself tovind1oate the 
:fame of the 1nJut'ed Pulask1, 1s one of 
his surviving oft l eers - one Whose 
pride1.t over shall be to haVe served 
h1e cGuntry undEtr that celebrated com ... 
mander end1the groat est part1sanof . 
his t1me. 5 

urther, Bentalou ad,ded, that JUdge Johnson's statement ws 

false and. that had the :incident oecurred,. \ aehington would 

have most certainly mentioned it.52 Then later, af ter 

1~9wll11am JQhnson, §ketob$$ of, ,.Life ana, Cor~e!t!<m(iene,e 
of Nathaniel Qre,ene' .MajorC¥ener~ll. of Elle "Aii1.es · cif tfi~ fl~ ... 
oiuti~'n , ! (Charleston,_ 19221., ,p. "83 . 

50paul Bental(1)u was a Frenchman who also came to f1ght 
or American independence . He was Pulaski ' S closest friend 

in America and laS a capta1n in Pulaski's leg1on. 

5lpSU1 Bentalou, 'Pulaski V1ncU.cated from An Unsup­
ported Cha:rge . H The Magaz1ne of Ristow, VIII (1909). 17. 

521b1(l. 



Lafayette's visit to America in 1824, Bentalou. wl'atG that 

he 

. • • put the question whether Lafayette 
had ever heard t Bshington or a'nyone else 
say that Pulaski had been t'ound asleep by 
t ash1ngton and that the 111 ~ueeess at 
Germantown was principally ascrIbed to 
that C1roulllstanc:e • . _. ne Ga,fayet te:J 
anS\lJered" I No I' rtElve)~. II 53 

7'7 

'Thus it appears that Judge Johnson I s charg~ ~'fas rash afi.)d un­

substant1ated. 

-ith the defeat at Germanto\in. operat:1<f!!'&8 for the 

winter of 1777 came almoet to an end. With the excepti on 

ot short see'ut1ng expeditions and oCc.~s1onal harrassme-nt of 

British troops near the front lines, Pulaski was i"rcee to 

begin his maJo~ task of' reorganizing and training the cava lry. 

Washington bad chosen Valley Forge tor the ~ inter quarters, 

and for a few \1leeks Jilulaski and his men were stationed 

there. EV1dent~y Pulaski stood out among the men at Valley 

Forge, for Doctor AlbigeriCe \i aldo wrote : 

Count P., general of the horse, 18 a man 
of hardly middling stature, sharp counten ... 
ance and l1vely ail' • . • he is grea.tly 
respected and adm1r~ for h1s martial 
Skill, oourage and 1ntrepldity.5~ 

From the letters Pulask1 wrote to Washington during 

t he winter of 1777 we can get a good idea of the problems 

Pulask1 W8,S facing. In Deoember, 1777 , he wrote to ' 

Washington ;. 

53,aul Bentalou, Ii fA Reply to Judge Johnson's Rema.rks, u 
North Amer1canRev1ew (1826), p. 10. 



I make no doubt but your Excellency 1s 
a,cqua.1nted with the present1neffect1v'c 
sta.te of t he cavalry. In thls situatlon 
i t cannot be ap~rQPt'1ated to any other- set-­
vice than that of order lies, or reconnoiter­
ing the enemy's l ines, t>lh1cb your Excel­
lency must be pereuaaed 1s not the onlY' 
s,crtJice ,eJtpect d. from a corps, which, hen 
on a proper footing, 1s so very formi d-
able . .. mt has greatly contribut e 
to the present weak state of th cavalry 
as. the rrequ~nt (letaehmente ordeN<i to 

thesulte of general ano othel' officers • • • 55 

Further, Pulaski described and enumel'8.ted suggested changes 

and badly needed equipment and supplies. 56 

BeSides the problems involved 1n $upply1ng and traln111g 

the men~ Pulask1 had di fficulty in try~ng to eoordlnat the 

tour prev1ou.sly separated reg1ments. Because they were 

raised in different parts of' t e cou.ntr:{ and bad bad ell!' .. 

terent commanders, they ~ere somewhat eusplc10us and Jealous 

of their new commander; espec1allybecause be wa.s a for ~gner . 

Pulask1 had the most trouble w.1t h a Colonel SttWhen oylan, 

""ino instigated cons1oerable dissatisfaction and ill-feeling 

in the caValry .51 , ulask1 , although understanding resent .... 

mentaga1nst a foreigner being placed 1n charge, nevertheless 

seemed somewhat hurt and disturbed by it " fo.I' he wrote to his , 

f riend Rulh1~re 1n Franoe: "they do not like foreigners 

561b14 • 

57 f.lannlng, p • 222. 
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here and they put up \'J1th them only when they are necoes..,ery. I 58 

Around the end of Decembel';IJ the condit1ons at Valley 

Forge becameao bad that even no fodder could be found. tor 

the horses. Therefore Washington ordered Pulaski to take 

his mon to Trenton, where it was hoped better conditions 

\11ould prevail. UnfortunatelY:t Trenton also ''las badly off;, 

so ?ulaski was forced to split up his regiments nd Gend 

them to the nearby towns of Flemington and .ii'ennytOt'Yn. Here 

Pul aski continued hle work of drilling the officers and men~ 

int roduo1ng net'l regulations such as pl"act1ced 1n tbe King of 

PruslJia is a~~ tr>y1ng to obtain supplies and equipment, and 

he even designed a new saddle for hie men ", Pula.! also 

trj.ed to recI"U1t more men tor h1s cavalry j but without as·sur­

anea otbe1ng able to pay salaries., he was not sUQces81'u. 

aut .. at least in one respect) the change from Valley Forge 

to 'lrenton and the environe was not much of an lmprovemf.mt t 

for Fulaski complained to Washington that : 

We have not .gained much by changing OU1' 
Quarters~ 1n camp D alley :ForgEQ the cavalry 
received R.um from tlmc t o t1me~ here we 
have none. I hope, IJ1¥ General .. that when 
you give orders for furnishing the infantry 
w:1,th . means tor making themselves merry, you 
w11l not leave the cavalry 1n the dumps . 59 

Desp1te Pulask1's difficulties 1n trying to, supply and 

t.rain hiS men. hls b1gge.st disappOintment was that the 

Americans 1n general underestimated the service whicncould 

be rendered by the c.avalry, and ass ~eault, negleoted It. 

58Le,tter o·f,Pulaski to Rulhl~re, February., 1718, 1n 
Corresoondenoe du , Q!~~ral Cas'1mi~ Pulaski avec ClaUde de 
Rulbibe (paris: SOc et6 Uistorlque et Lltteralre Polonaise, 
19Q5J, p. 3~ . (Wr1tel"'s translat1on). 

59Letter f'rom Pulaski to ash1ngton, in Wayda~ P~!SId 
~ Ame~ce~ p. XXI. 



Pulaski st ted bi s i dea of hat t he cavalry shoul d be in a 

letter to Washington which seith 

The cavalr,oy in an army generall y forms a sepa­
rate division, and has greater pri vileges 
than the 1nfantry1 whlch the honor of the 
service exacts; but here I find i t i s the 
contrary. Not that I aim at s . sUper1or1 ty 
over the rest of the army, but am desirous 
of having justice done the corps 1 oommand. 
It is my duty • For WI Otln part I \'Ji.sh to 
be subject to your Excelle.ncy 's order only) 
agreea.bl,y to my request upon ent el"'1ng the 60 
service~ which is the lin11t of my ambition. 

80 

Ev1d,entily Pu laski's plea di d rot make much of an impression 

pen Washingto111 who was terr iflcally overburdened. 

Pulaskl cont1n\.ied hls strugsle, but spring finally found 

him wlthout the la~ge and w8.l1 ... tra1ned folt"ce that he hoped to 

have. Also about this time (spring of' 1778),1t appears tha t 

Pulaski became very disoouraged with his efforts and the pre­

judice against hUil because he was a tore.1gner and did not; 

know the language well. He wrote to Rulh1ere that : 

MW intention 18 to lead my corps to General 
Washington and to remit them to him and to 
leave tor l!.'urQPe, perhaps I ehallchange my 
plan~ but t this moment , I am nearl y 
decided.61 

In the meant1me Pulask1 took part in a battle w1th General 

Antho.ny Wayne , who afterward said of Pulaskl tha t he 

• • • behavedtiitb his Usual Bravery havlng 
his Ol"m with four Other aorse wounded .. t he 
llttle handful of Infantry who had an Oppor­
tun1ty of Enga.ging behaved wit h a, Spirit 
that wou~S have done Honour to the Oldest 
Veteron. 

66Letter from Pulaskl to · sh1ngtQn, in Sparks l Corres­
p~ndence of the ~meric~nRe~~lut1oq ••• 4 p. 56 . 

61Letter from. Pulaski to Rulhiere, in· cor~eSROndenej 
du Gem!ral Pulask1 • • . , p . 37 • . (Writer's translation. . . . . nq , 

6~~. -Manning, p. 238. 

", ". 
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After the battle of Haddonsfield ~ Pulaski retained his 

determ1nation to r esign h1s pos1tion as "conunander of t he 

horse ~" however, he changed his mind about re t urn1ng t o 

Europe . Pulask1 evidently felt he coulq be of more use 1n 

a different capacIty. 

This act proves t he disinteres.ed disposi ­
tion of this good man. Entrusted with high 
position, he returned his commiss1on Bosoon 
as his conduct and services in that capacity, 
in his judgment , did not promote perfec t 
harmony and ent1re good will among the 
advocates of his adopt10n - so soon a s he be­
lieved there were other c1rcumstanc,es under 

:~!~~ ~!Sm~~W!;~~~le~~~;r!~~c:~c:~~a~~;l~:~~~yed.63 
And it is sign1ficant that Washington did not accept Pulaski·s 

res1gnat1on unt1l Pulaski had been given permission to under­

t ake anew m1ss1on by the Continental Congress. Washing-

ton personally took it upon himself to write to the president 

of the Continental Congress , Henry Laurens, so as to obtain 

permission for Pulaski lito raise an independent corps com­

posed of 68 horse and 200 foot," and to retain his "rank as 

Brigadier General to which he is entitled owing to his General 

Character and particular disinterestedness on the present 

occasion. ,,64 On March 28, 1778, Congress granted Pulaski 

this permiss1on . 

63Charles C. Jones, "Casimir Pulaski," Collections 
of the Georgia H1stor1cal SoCiety, III (:February 13, 1871), 
400. 

64 
Letter from Wash1ngton to Henry Laurens, ~rch 4~ 

1778, 1n Wayda, Pulaski W Ameryce, p. XXX . , 



Th@ Pu;lasld Legi<m 

~1.1th hiS nt:wlly' obtained permission to foun(l an .1ndetlen~:" 

ant LeSi on: Pulasld. '\*Jould have a free band to try out hi-s 

SUI'opean theories of' tllarfareand t.ra1n1ng and put hlsunique 

e~peri.en.e to use. He could recruit whom he chase, vd.th t,h~ 

e~eept1on otpr1soners of war, wbo often proved unrel.iable. 

He ~as <;spec1allY pleased because Washington save him lileX' .... 

mission to name his Qwn officers. Most of those ehosen 

were Europeans.., because communication was easler, and be­

cause they were tamilS.ar \iith European military systerruh 

Pulaski ' s friend., Bentalou" became a captain, and his personal 

a.leie . John Z1el1nak165 was 1"1rst made a lieutenant in the 

eg10n ~nd lat·er> he was promotecJ to captaln.Michael Kowacz66 

waf;j commiss1oned as celonelcol'l'ltlandant and nMaster of 

E1HU"0:tses'" of Pula-Sid' 1 Leg1on. And as paymaster and captain, 

Pulasld. cbose Josepb l3aldeak1.61 

J ~ t 

65Z1e11nald was a relative of Fulask1 J s ~nd. an officer 
in t he Cont'ederat1onof SaJ'. ItHe waaanother POle who dled. 
on. the £1e1<1. at: gl.or;y, tor the freedom Q1' America. He ex­
plre<! on September 25 .. 1119, dlll"1ng tbe 80uthem oampa1gn of 
the Leg1'on,. bu.t ·the cir.cumatances of hls death are not olear. II 
M1eclslaus Halman, roland _and the American Revolut1onaz:: ar 
(Chicago: Pollsh KOman cathoiIo UnIon; 19'3~L p. 5~. 

661t 1s unknown whether Kowac2 was a POle or a Hungar1al'l, 
but he wae an ofticer 1n the old Pl'Ust!ian amy before coming 
to America. lie was killed before Chlu'leston on l\fa;y 11, 1179,. 
Ibid.! p. 41. 

67 ·Bal<leskl's natlonality 18 unknown. Prell1ou$to com1ng 
to America he served lnthe Frencb army. He figures p.rom1n­
entl)" in Pulaski f s m(mEl:Y 1:i1'$ubles with . Congress and b,eause 
later oha~es were made by members of.' Congress reflecting 
on h1S reputat1on, he res1gned h1scorn;niss10n in d1sgust. 
Ib.1d ... p ., 36 . 

'. '. 



In Apri l " 1778, Congress appropriated $50,000 for the 

Legion , however beciiluse this mone~l' was received in payments" 

it wa~ impossible to supply the men 1rrwedlately as Congress • 

had speoified .. Each man 1n the Legion was to receive $150 . 00 

t'lorth ot" eqUipment, which VH1S t o include a carbine, cap , 

pair of" trousers" coat, two pairs of' stockings, t\'I/'O pairs of' 

drawers , t hree pairs of sboes .~ cat'tridge box; and the cSval ry 

men 1n addition were to have a lance, boots, saddle, bit" 

ourrycomb, oloak, saddlebaga and a halt er. 

Baltimore, Maryland, was selected as t he training head­

quarters and efforts \'Jere made to enlist men, so that the 

Leg10n would be increa sed to the number specified by Congress 

of 268 men. Pulaski was very successful, and in about a 

month a:nd a half he had over :;30 men. 

During Holy WeekI Pulaski went to visit his wounded 

frlend, Lafayette, who was being cs'red for by the Mor avian 

nuns . 68 And, strangely enough , al thougb there are no re .. 

cords of Pulaski attending any Cathol1c serv1ces 1n America, 

there 18 a record of Pulaski a ttending a Holy Thursday 

servi ce of the Moravian Church 69 and then returning to 

a ttend another serv i ce a month later. At that time Pulaski 

obtained a banner, which became the standard ot the Pulaski 

Legion . On the one s1de of the banner are the letters 

"U. S. II and in a circle around them are the words IIUn1t as 

68The Moravi n nuns are not nuns in the strict sense of 
th word, for although t hey were unmarried women living to­
gether in community and follow1ng many different occupa­
t ions, they were free to leave or marry and they t ook no vows 
similar to Cathol1c nuns. 

69rrhe Moravian Church is an old Protestant church which 
w founded 1n Bohemia by the fol owers of John Hus in 1451. 
The first Moravian Church was esta.b11shed at Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania , 1n 1735. 
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- 11 70 Virtus Forala'l'. On the other side 1n tbe' center 1s the 

all ... seelng eye with the words "Non Alius ReS1t. I, 71 The 

banner waS originally crimson s11k, and the designs were 

embroidered 1n yellow silk thread. The faded banner 1s now 

to be ,found at Daltlmore 1n the possession. of the Maryland 

Histor1cal Society. 

The Pulaski banner was made famous by the following 

poem of Hent7 Wadsworth Longfellow: 

HYMN OF THE MORAVIAN NUNS OF BETHLEHEM 
AT THE OONSBCRA'rION OP ~ULASItI' S BANNER 

Wben the dying flame of day 
Through the o hanc el shot ltsray, 
Par the glimmer1ng tapers shed 
Patnt light on the cowled hea,a; 
And ~he censor burning swung, 
Where, betoretbe altar, bung 
The cr1m80n banner., that w1th prayer 
Had been consecrated, there. 
And the n~n8' SWeet hymn was heaX'd the wh11e, 
SUnglow,ln the dim, mysterioUS als1e. 

ItTake thy banner! May lt wave 
Proud,ly o· er the good and brc1'1e; 
When the battle's d.1stant wall 
Breaks the sabbath ot our vale, 
When tbe clarion's music thrills 
'l'o the hearte ot these lone hl11s, 
When the speer in confllct, shakes, 
And the strong lance shlvering brae,ka. 

'fake thy, banneJ' 1 and beneat,h 
The battle-cloud'$ encircling wreath, 
Guard it, tl1l our bomes are fl'Jeet 
Quard 1t ... God will prosper thee' 
In the dark and try1ng bouro I 
In the breaking torth ot power, 
In the rUsh of steeda and men, 
lils r1ght hand. W,ill Shield thee then. 

70 It means nUn10n ,Makes Valor Stronger . fl On the banner 
the word "Forc10r" was m1sS'pelle<l. It should have been 
"Portior." 

71It means, "No other GOverns . II 



Take th~ banner! aut when n;1ght 
Closes round the ghastly f1ght~ 
If the vanqu1shed warrior bow, 
Spare him! By our holy VOl'S" 
By our prayers and roany tears , 
By the tnercy that endears, 
Spare him! he our love hatb shared! 
spare h1m! As thou wouldst be spared! 

Take thy banneri and 1t e ' er 
Thou shouldst press the soldier's bier, 
And the muffled drum should beat 
'rothe. tread of mournf'ul teet I 
Then this 'crim$On flag shall be 
Martial cloak and s hroud fer thee! " 

The warrior took that banner proud~ 
And it was his martial cloak and shroud! 

Strangely enough; aCQntroversy has arisen OVer the 

or .181n of the banner. Some say thatlt was g1ven to Pulask1 

for h1s Legien by the Moravian nuns in' gratitude for his 

pro·tect1on .12 Others say that· Pulaski, on h1s f1rst visit 

to the Moravian runs , not1oeD their beautiful embroidery 

and asked them to make a standard tor his Leglon and pa1d 

them for 1t.13 However, the most probable explanation 1s 

t hat wh1ch is upheld by the test1mony ot Bentalou, who 

stated that some patriotically motivated Baltimore ladles 

caused the standard to be made and given to the new eorps.14 

In June the theater of war sh1tted, and the Br1tish be­

gan to consoli.date their forces by havlngOeneral Howe and 

hls army evacuate Ph11adelph1a and move back to 11ew York., 

Bsb1ngton pl.lrsUed and attackedthemj however at the battle 

of Monmouth. . Bshington found it impossible to stop them. 

72Kemp, p. 51-
73Ma.nn1ng,. p. 254. 

tor1c~iWQM~t:rly,Qji1~n(o~igg~~,c19~~1~s~:'i9i?e . Georsi8 H1s-



Pulaski, hearing of this new encounter, was moreim .. 

patient than ever to have his Legion completely ready so 

that it could take partin the summer campaign. However, 

the Leg10n was still short of supplies, and in order to get 

them quickly, Pulaski paid for them out of his own funds. 

Somehow his financial situation had improved and he ob­

tained a considerable sum from Poland which made a $16,000 

outlay possible. Congress was obligated to return the 

amount to Pulaski, but the fact that Pulaski was not 1nteres-

t.ed in paper work,and did not keep receipts and fill out the 

proper fortns, caused long disputes with Congress, which re­

fused to accept bills that were not in the proper fom. 

In addition to money problems, Pulaski experienced 

numerous complaints against the discipline ot his troops. 

Pulaski, often seeing his troops hungry and inadequately 

supplied, allowed his men to requisition supplies from the 

c1vilian population and make payment in deprec1ated con­

t1nental currency. If the people refu.sed to sell the sup­

plies, Pulaski allowed his soldiers to confiscate them accord­

ing to European war laws. 

Of course there were many who protested such methods 

but Pulaski's attitude was that if his soldiers were willing 

to fight and die ,for American liberty, then the populalion 

could at least be willing to supply them.. And because he had 

no sympathy for indifferent civilians who refused to help the 

Patrio.ts but yet sold to the British, fulaski tended to 

ignore the compla1nts against his soldiers. Undoubtedly 



thougb, a,t times Pulaski's sOldiers probably dld exoeed his 

o,rdcr(3 to regu1e1tlon only what was needed. 

1he whole pI'oblem reached the point that finally, just 

before ~ ulaskl Vla$ to leave for a. ea~1gn" he wee arreete<i 

as being t'espon.slble f'o):" his mens t requi.sl tions. The case 

was ap ealee 0 Congress, and although Congrea upheld 

Pulaski's action, 1· also 1nslstedthat military officer's 

must recognize cl'Ti11an authority and property. 

By the end of July, ulask1 had his Legion ready ; it 

only had to be approved by Congress. Although the Legion 

receiVed, Congressional approval, it was weeks before an 

assignment was glven lt because of a m1x-up betwee·n the 

eiv:1.l1an authority" Congress. and the military authority, 

aahington. 

Whenever Pulaski was plagued wlth wa1.t1ng and inact1vlty 

he became despondent, and 1n an attempt to sput" Congl'e.ss into, 

fJOOle decis1c;n on behalf of his teg1ol'l, ho' wrote a lettet· 

wh1eb 1noludea the following remarks; 

I am a republican wh10h the love of glory 
and the honour ofsupport1ng the Liberty 
of Union drew hither. I blush tho to 
rino my selt langUishing 1n a, state of In­
act:1.Vitl.. an1mated . 1th the zeal of servir 
Dserv1~ ye • • • 75 

Finally afters1x weeks of waiting, Pulask1and his 

glon were ordered to put themselves under the cotnl'll.'lno Qf 

MaJorChaneral Lo.rd SlirU.na in New Jersey. In the mean­

t1me, the 'British had started a new attack on the New Jerse 

7%etter trom Pulaski to Congt'ess. October 17. 1772, 
1l'l ,ayda"PulasAs1 Amerilse .... p. XXXVIII., 
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coast, and as a result , Washington ordered Pulask1 to Egg 

Harbor instead. Due to several m1scalculat10ns, and the 

treachery of a Lieutenant Gustaw Jul1et l a deserter, a 

British surprlse attack conslderably dec1mated Pulaski's 

l nfantry. Agaln Pulaskl was required to make a fresh start , 

a t least as far as h1s infantry was concerned. But by a new 

recrultment, he was able to br1ng his lnfantry back to 

normal s1ze. 

By that tlme w1nter was again growing near. Washlngton, ~ 

in an attempt to flnd a place that could supply food and 

fodder for the Leglon ~ and at the same tlme had need of the 

Legion's protection, chose the M1nising settlement on the 

Delaware Rlver in New Jersey. Pulaskl hoped. that thls new 

front1er m1aaion would prove more Bucc·eBsful than the New 

Jersey defeat, and that hls Leglon would dlstlngu1sh ltself 

by protectlng the settlers from the Indlans. However 

Pulask1 soon learned that the forest was no place for the 

cavalry, and that hls mounted patrols which searched for 

the enemy were of little use there. Thus Pulaskl and his 

Legion could do nothing except wait for a ralding party whlch 

might occaslonally appear. 

Again confronted wlth inactlvlty,supply troubles, and 
76 new poss1blllt1es, Pulaski wrote to Washington and Congress 

76Capta1n Kockowsk1, a former offlcer in the Confederation 
of Bar, joined:Pulask1 at Min1sing and suggested. that due to a 
change in the Polish situation there would be better use for 
Pulaski's services 1n Poland than 1n America. It seems he 
tried to persuade Pulaskl to give up his American service. 
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that be w1sbed to resign his commisSion and return to Europe. 

ICish1ngton 6ave Pulaski permission to leave h1s Legion and , 
.. 

go to l,>h11adelph1a, and Brigadier General hdl'tard Hand17 took 

over Pulaski ' s position,. 

Not long after Pulalllk1'sretum to Philadelphia • . s­

pecially after hearing ~b9Ut the ,new Br1tlsn camt)algn which 

was to take place 1n the sO\'lth , Pulaski changed his mind 

about leaving Amer>ica, for be wrote to Congress that ; 

I have given mu reason to the General ot 
the 8nnyfor whioh I hael a M1W1 to de .. 
part tor Eu:rope, but this 18 not at this 
Time wben I am in some ac't1v1ty. I love 
my profession and I ean not eJnP10Y1th1S 
better as in tbe cause of freedom,. 5 

Before the end of autumn of' 1178) as part of the new 

Br,;1tlsh sou'thern, eampa1SJlf savannah" Georg1a~ had been 

seized" and it was e;Kpected that in thespr1fli sav.annah 

\,iould be the base of' operations for a campaign to reoover 

all of' the sQl,lthem states. This ,meant a tremendous new 

pr,eSfJure was beginning to be to'rmed agalnst the Americans, 

for Washington could not break up his army and send a part 

of it to strengthen Southam forces w1thout tempting the 

British, who iHilt'e bottled up in New YOl'k, :to march into the 

poorly pl"Otecte.d NbW England states. Therefore there was a 

grGa.t need for new units to march to the SOuth . 

Washington .. realizing that Pulaski's :infantrY was .out 

ot place on the frontler, and that: h1s caval17 was Clegene.rat.ing 

77Sr 1gadiezo lOOward iland was much more sutted for - the 
frontier post than Pulaski for he bad oonsiderable experience 
f ighting Indians. 

76Lett.ero i"t'Otn Pulasld to Congress, December 4; 1118~ in 
~ ayda, PutalSk1 \ . AmeryQe, ,. LV. 
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due to inactivity i1n Philadelphia, decided to order them to 

1;akepart in theeouthem campaign. Pula'Ski was made sub- i 

ordinate only to the commander-in-chief or the South, General 

L1ncoln, and, although the order came through totnove 00 

ltebruary 2, 1179, it 'Was not until March 28, that Pulaski was, 

able to start. The delay again was due to CongressjJ which 

had postponedapproprlations ·of' mane,. for enllatments and 

supplies. 

Before leavins, Pulaski had hoped to hav. t he matter 

of' t he Leglon'e prevlous debts settled wlth Congress, but 

again there was 80 muoh procrastinatlon that his paymaster, 

Captain Saldesk1, had to rem&1I1 11'1 Ph1lade.lph'1a to try t o 

straighten out the matter. Not unt11 atter Pulaski'S 

death was ltever completely sett,led. 

As always" a new campaign anc:lmuch activity rai-sed 

Pulask1's spirits anc:l (lurlng the 450 m1le march from Ph11a .. 

delpll. to Charleston, South Carolina, spring had arrived 1n 

f ull force. The soutbern countl7Probably rem1nded Pula·sk1 

very ~ohot the countrys1de near h18 home 1n P01and l but 

he d.1d not have muoh time to 'reminlsoe, tor Charleston was 

1n a critical positiQn. 

'rhe British army und.er General Prevost was approaching 

Chal"leston, and the greater part of the City'slnhabltants 

\iere o·ftheoplnlf)n that, the town should be surrendered. It 

was belleved that the ConsX"ess hadabanc:loned the SOuth and 

that General Wliliam Moultrie, 1n oharge ot the troops 

around Charleston# eould not possibly hope to hold oft more 
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than one thousa.nd British sOldiers. But the lOBs of 

Oharleston would be a serious detriment to tihe Amer1can \<J&.r 

effort" for Charleston wa.s one of the large.st southern cities 

and was strategically located. 

Dur1ng this period of indecision within Charleston as 

to whether or not it would be wiser to surrender.., Pulaski 

and his 150 men arriveo. Learning of the prevalent opinion 

of surrendering Charleston.$ Pulaski and Colonel John Lauren, 

son of the former President of the Continental Congress" 

barged in on a meeting of the Governor and his Councll. 

Pulaski frankly forbade the surrender of the eity and 

offered and insisted upon Q,etending it. Ev1dently Pulaski's 

determinat10n had its effeot, for it was deoided that the 

oity would resist. 

Then, wh1le enthusiasm remained, J>ulaski and h1s Legion 

attacked the advancing British.. The British forces were 

much larger and they praot1oally dem11shed the Legion's in­

fantry. Nevertheless, ,tbe attaok was significant beoause it 

showed that Amer1cans would take the offenSive to protect 

the South defft):\t::e nllmA,r1cally infer10r forces. 

Not long atter th1s battle" General Prevost inter­

cepted a message from General Lincoln that the Americans 

w1th4000 men were advanclng to help Charleston. In the 

face or such large Amer1can ~e1nroroements, General Prevost 

had no cholce but to retreat. 

Here, f"or the first time slnce the battle of Brandyw1ne, 

did Pulask1 receive any recognit10n. H1s Leg10n Jl although 



tremendously reduced as a result of its act1on , hao per­

formed well and to the credit of Pulaski's faith in its 

bravery and the training he had glven ii. In fact, to 
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Pulaski was attributed the saving, of Charleston and the re­

i nstatement of American honor by dar1ng to attack a larger 

f orce . As a result, Pulaski became the hero of the hour and 

'-las admitted t o the inner ml1itaI1T circles. 79 

The only thl ngswh1ch marred bis success were reports 

from Ph1ladelpb.1a that repeated attacke were be1ng made 

aga1nst hi8 honor and honesty in relat10n to the expenses 

i ncurred in supplyi ng the Legion. In Pulask1 t s last lett~r 

to Congress he attempted to clear up th1smisund.erstand.l ng: 

Every 1nformation from tbe Northward that 
bas reached me since ~ departure from there, 
strengthen ~ op1n1n ~pin1091 I indeed -
convinces me that there 1s some malignant 
Sp1ritconstantly caating such an in'" 
penetrab1le (impenetrable) mist before your 
eyes as to render 1t 1mposs1b1le I1mpos8.1bleJ 
for you to see and judge of my conduct ll1th 
propriety as belongs the character of 
Gentlemen 1n your Exalted Nations • • • 
I have lately received a letter from my 
fam11y advising that they d1spatsched 
«Uspatchec:l] 100,000 11vres in hard money 
to me, should it fortunately come safe, 
the pleasure to me will be trUly great to 
repay you to the utmost farth1ng the whole 
charge of my Leg10n • Change you then your 
op1nion of one foreigner who from his en­
trance into your servi ve [servicti) ~~s never 
cause to be pleased • • • The campaign is 
at hand, perhaps I may still have occasion 
of she 'ling [showin&J that I am fr1end of 
the cause without be1ng happy 8Bough to 
plea.se some 1ndiv1duals • • • 

79 .. 
Manning, p. 290 . 

80 Letter from Pulaski to Congress, August 19, 1779, 
i n Wayda, Putask1 W Ameryce, p. LXVII- LXXI. 
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Pulaski At savannah 

The situation in the South had dramat1callu changed in': 

favor of the Amel';1.cans. The British steadily retreated and 

lost all but their or1g1nal base of Savannah. Dur1ng thls 

time I Pula.skl bad been traveling wi th General Lincoln a8 

part of the American push toward Savannah. 

While on patrol on the Georgia coast, a French soldier 

came to Pulaski with a message from Count Charles Hector 

d'Esta1ng, who was the leader of a squadron of thi rty-two 

ships which had been sent to hel~ the Americans after the 

French-American treaty of alliance. After consid'erable 

.success aga1nst the British in the West Ind1es,he had heard 

about the Americans1tuat1on in tbe South and dec ided that 

he \-/ou1d try to help the Amer1cans rid the Brit1sn from 

their last bastlon in the South. However, because of the 

approaching winter and his w1sh to return to France before 

tben , Count d'Esta1ng was 1n a burry to attack. 

Wh1le establishing contact w1th Pulask1, who was at 

the head ot the advance torce orGene~l Lineoln's southern 

army I he ordered the disembarkation of his 3500 troops and 

the placement of guns around the city of' Savannah. Be-

11ev~ng impetuously that the French alone oould force the 

surrender of the British, Co.unt d i i:ata1ng had the city bombar4ed 

and then demanded that it surrender. General Prevost asked 

to.r time to. cons1der the deCision, but 1n the tneflflt1me 

British Lieutenant Colonel Ma~and~ with h1a eight hundred 

men , manag,ed to get pa:Jt the Prench gun posts .and reinforce 



ancl furi ous proJ,ec:t of' tort :U.'y1ng the city .. and despite eon .... 

t1nued ' ranch bomba.rdment , tbe British defenses gret'i 

st onser. Finoll Count t Estaing rea11:zed that he nad to 

os'v merlean help ~ 

Pulaoki was contacted'l> and be 1n tum 1ntomsd Genell'al 

L1neoln of the Frenoh s1tuatlon. However , not l nt11 the 

t<mlber wer e all t American and Prench torces 

united for an ttack ainst vannah. 

In appraising the strengt h of both aides" t he Amel'icans 

and the Frenoh detlnltelJ' bad tbe .advantage. here \'lel'C 

3500 French tl"oQps .. and 1500 American trootlS~l and togetber 

they haa fltty ... tbreeguns, fourteen mortars and the support 

of the Frencb fleet wh1c ' .. '8S an¢bored not far from ~vannah . 

The Br1tlsh had only 2400 . en, '1th no 'possibil1ty of re ... 

1nfot'oements J but they did haveseventy-S1x guns. 

At f1rs.t the French and Americans thought theY' could 

take the ci ty by i ntensive shelling; but \'Jhen after three 

days tb British sGe!ned Just as adtAlllant a s ever in t heir 

pefu. a l t o surrenaer,t h ' plana \'}ere rev1sqd. Instead it 

a ec laod that there ~l' fJ to be a t'ull .. so 1e attaol~ ~n 

October 9th asa1nst the clty. 

The as""au.lt \f/SS t o take place in the t"ollOtdng war: 

firGt th¢rG \10$ to be a major auta·ok on tbe southwestem 

31de of the city by Cou.nt 4 t Eata1ng and 2200 men ; aeoond, 

all the caval ry J Frnch .and American, was t o be under 
.............. ."" 

81peCkh8$1 p. 124. 
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the command of Pulaski and was to follow the French 1nfa.ntrYJ 

third, the American infantry was to follow Pulaski's 

cavalry; fourth, French General Hugger with 500 men was to 

make a diversionary attack on the opposite side of the c1ty 

in order to confuse the British. What was not in the plan, 

but which actually occurred, was that a deserter, James 

Currie, informed the British of the American and French 

plan of attack. And, being completely forewarned, the 

British confidently prepared for the attack in the right 

places. 

As a result, from the very beginning of the attack 

things went \'irong for the Americans and the French. As 

soon 8a;; their troops began to run into the direct fire of 

t he British, it was obvious that the French and AmericanS 

had fallen into a t .rap. Complete chaos arose. To make 

matters worse, Count d'Estaing was wounded, and his officers 

could do nothing to restore the confidence of the French 

troops who had led the attack. 

Up to this time the cavalry had relatively little to 

do, for according to plan, it was to follow the French in­

fantry, which had not yet made any great progress. After 

Pulaski heard that Count d'Esta1ng was wounded, and his 

. troops had, become panicked" he rUShed to the front, and ac­

cording to Major Rogowsk1,82 the following occurred: 

82MajOr Rogowski \'las supposedly an officer of Pulaski's 
Legion. However .. present-day Polish historians question his 
a.uthenticity. The problem of Rogowski's existence is diS­
eussed in some detail in Haiman's Poland and the American 
ReVOlutionary War. 



Pulaski, seeing an opening be t ween the 
enemy's batteries, decided W.lth his Legion 
and part of the Georgia cavalry to charge 
into the cent~r of the city and in this 
manner confuse the enemy and cheer up the 
inhabi tants. General Lincoln approved th;ts 
plan and after calling uPton Godls help 
Pulaski shouted "forward' and we, two 
hundred strong , rode after him at a gallop 
so that the earth shook under us. The first 
t\'Jo minutes went well. We hurried l1ke knights 
into the danger, but as we passed the gap be­
tween the t wo batteries, a crossfire like a 
shower confused our ranks . I looked, pain-
ful moment which is ever to be remembered ! 
Pulaski was on the ground. I jumped from my 
horse, thinking that perhaps his wound was 
not serious~ but, great misfortune, a shot 
had hit his l eg and the blood was also flowing 
from his chest, probably from another wound. 
As I got to my knees and tried to lift him 
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he said.1n a faint voice, "Jesus, Mary, 
Joseph. n Furthet" I do not kno\'1 because in 
the same moment a carbine shot wounded me ••• 83 

With the subsequent failure of the American infantry to 

get past the southern British defenses , the attack was oalled 

off . It had been a dismal fiasco. Pulaski was carried off 

the field, and from this point there are two versions as to 

what happened. 

One version described Pulaski's death and burlal in the 

following manner: 

f4rs. Beecroft ••• witnessed with her mother" 
the arrival at Greenwich, during the day of 
the battle. of a litter containing a wounded 
man • • • they were soon after informed that 
it was Count Pulaski. Pulaski is repre­
sented to have suffered much from his bleed ... 
ing wound and l anguished but a few hours 

o 
ej 



when were heard the faint expiring struggles, 
m;!.. ·lgled with the lartlenta~ ions or the . sur ... 
roumi1ng friends of that devoted, gallant" 
and patriotic soldier .. "Pulaski" the beloved 
Pulaski, 16 no more . tI Thia sad evant occurred 
at night, and his comrades, anxious to join 
their oompanions of Sne Cleet, determ ned on 
an 1~~ediate burlal. 

ThuS, aooording to this version , Pulaski died on shore and 
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\'~a.s later buried in Greemd.eh at a place oalled today "Pulaski ' s 

Grove." In the \lll":1.ter l s op.1n1on, this version 1s somewhat 

fa.rfetched ror, aoeol""C11ng to saveV!al authorities, in.cluding 

Bentalou and Major Rogowski , who all agree, the final hours 

of Pulaski were spent in this way: 

Pulaski with his wounded off1cer was con­
veyed on board the U.S. brig Wa.sp, to go 
round Oharleston. They rema1ned some days 
on the Savannah river; end during that 
time the moat skillful eurgeons attended on 
Count Pu1ask.1.. It was found impossible to 
establish Buppuration and gangarene was 
the consequence. Just a the Wasp got 
out of the r1ver, Pul aski breathed hie last 
and the corpse immediately became so of­
fensive that hiS officer, though reluctantly, 
was foro d to consign to a watery grave all 
that was left upon theaearth of his beloved 
anci honored commander. ? 

Further, the South Carolina American General Gazette of 

Ootober 29, 1779, said: 

The gallant Count Pulaski died at aea, on his 
return from Georgia, of his wound; and on 
Thursday, la .. t week, his funeral rites r,+lere 
performed here, in a manner suitable to the 

8t:\: :>aantalou, "Pulaski Vindicated from an Unsupported 
Charge .. !! p. 39. 



rank and merits oS6that intrepid and much 
lamenoed offlcer .~ 
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On October 22, 1779~ a public funeral was conducted for 

Pulaski , who had died on October 11th . HiS empty pall was car­

ried by three .i\merican and three French officers, and his 

white charger carried his equipment . His funeral procession 

was so long that it wound completely around the ci ty of 

Charleston . 

Before long ~ the news of Pulaski I s death reached \-Jashing­

ton, Congresa~ and Europe . But " as in the case of other great , 

self- sacrific i ng people , his \'lell- deserved recognition came 

too late . Even King Poniatowski , who , not ten years ago 

had. made life so difficult fel' Pulaski , had to admit that 

"Pulaski died as he lived. .. a hero ... but an enemy of 

kings . II 

86 
Gordon" p . 224 . 



CHAPTER FOUR 

AN EVALUATION OF CA SIMIR PULASKI 

AND HI S CONTRIBUTION TO POLAND AND AM~RICA 

An Evaluation of Casimir Pulaski 

Casimir Pulaski was an i dealist and a tria. of action . 
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Born of a wealthy noble family in a time w en much of the best 

in life was sacrif i ced to the pursuance of wealth and comfort , 

Pulaski could have easily become a product of his age . But 

f rom his early youth he was imbued instead with a dedicati@n 

to CatholiCism, as eVidenced by his willingness to join and 

adhere to the very religiously orientated Knights of the Holy 

Cross, and a dedication to liberty , as evidenced by his life­

l ong struggle for the f reedom of Poland and America . This 

dedica tion undoubtedly helped him become a strong individual 

with many outstanding charac ter traits . Three traits which 

were most evident to all who kneW h.lm were his courage , his 

per severance, and his enthusiasm. 

Pulaski's courage was manifested in many ways. His dis ­

regard f or personal safety is obvious when we consider the 

numerous battles in which he took part and the number of time s 

he was wounded. In fact, his life from the age of s ixteen wa s 

filled with not only adventure, but also freely chosen hazards 
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in the defense of his principle$ . Cone1der1ng the many dangers 

he experienced, it 1$ ama,zing that he survived as long a s he " 

did. 

'The courage of Pulaski was also to be found in his ad­

herence to unpopular, althougb nec.essary measures. The wel .. 

fare of hls men was paramQunt in his mind. Because of this, 

he was frequently at variance with his superiors, but this 

opposi tion did not dissuade hi m from cont1nu:t.ng to defend his 

menJs interests and his OTtJl'l polnt of v1ew. Humanly, of course, 

at times his Judgments were not always correct 1 but no one 

can doubt hls well-meant intentions . 

A second major oharacter trait to be found in Pulaski 

was his perseveranoe. Belief in, and tight.ing fop an ideal 

which appeared doomed from the beginning was no dissuasion 

for him . Certainly, Pulaski, as an ~:neell1gent man, realized 

that .it was only smatter o·f time before Poland most pl'obably 

~lould be hacked up by ltl three more powerful neighbors, but 

he J t.hrough silence and 1naeti v1 ty.. l'etuseQ to be party to 

it, even it 1.t meant grea.t 1088 and hardship for himself .. 

L1ke\dse, in Amerlca, the situation was delJperate .. bU.t Pulaski 

saw beyond this and. had enough falth 1n I1ber,ty to continue 

the fight. For Pulaski ~ersevered because Bometh1ng was a 

good cause, rather than becau.se lt was a sure winner. 

Pulaski's perseverance .1s also demonstrated by his 

ability to overcome continual frustwtllon and defeat. How 

many times was he defeated and had his men deCimated and 

months of tra1n1ng and supply .. gathering ruined.. only to 
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begin again. How manN times was he delayed by 1nc,ompetent 

superiors. confused Orders., and lack of supplies , and y t: he ,, ' 

endured. However, f or him this \ as all part ot' the fight , 

wbich, i f it oould not be changed, had t o be VJ1t08toOO. 

is third significant character trait proper to Pulaski 

\'las hie obvious enthlAs1asm and. p~rsonal dynamism which made 

him a leader of men. t4any times it was only th1s quality 

whlch motivated his men to action when lack of tood and am­

munition would have made them prone to defeatism. This ener gy 

and entbus1asmmade him popular W1th most of his men and with 

his great peers" lI: asb 1ngt on ". Lafayette, Franklin. etc . He was 

asold1er ' s soldi er - a man of "blood and gu.ts. If 

In addition to these traits, Pulaski had other highly 

admirable perso'nal qualities. He was loyal to h1s friends 

even though at t1mes it. meant a heavy burden. He was un­

selfish to the pOint of sharing even when h1s future was en­

dangered by hls generosity. He was a true gentleman of the 

eighteenth century ; he was not afraid to be courteous, gallant " 

and gracious e 1f@fi When the circUMstances of war made i t 

easler to be t he opposite. 

As a man of action" theory, paperwork, and diplomacy 

were not for Pulaski. He believed that hls greatest contri ­

bution could be made by actton - by fighting. He expected 

that convictions should be manifested by acts, ana that they 

shoul<l be defended when necessary. This, to a large extent, 

was the reason for hls impat1ence with the groups 1n Poland 

and AmerIca who chose t o talk when only action could have 

had any effect. 
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Pulaski was hapPiest when he was preparing for a cam{l81gn 

and when he IfJ8S flght1ng~ for then he 1(ne\,1 he was com1ng at ,,: 

least somewhat closer to the ach1evement of his ideals for 

his people. Thus, pl''1marl1y Pulaski waG a soldier. He 

never considered himself a diplomat, a political theorist,. or 

a. polit ician. He was only a soldler and therefore when he 

was1n diaagree1ltent w1th such men, be otten rell short of 

belng adequately able to defend hUllself. For PulaSki, pro­

blems were simple, and he refused to complicate them with 

extraneous conalderations such as gainlng prestige and speclal 

favors. For he wished only to be free ,to fight tor his be­

liefs and not be concerned with poU.tical intrigues and petty 

squa.bbles. 

As a military man 1t 1s d1fficult to appraise biB 

ability. Pulaski had no fonnal military training at a 

m::Ultary academy as such, and hls m1litary education was 

mainly through experience. Byt he certain.ly had some good 

instructors 1n Poland, among them the great Russ1an generals 

Suvorov and Drevlch, wbotaught him BODle valuable, albe1t 

painful lessons. Nevertheless;, hlS POllah mi11tary ex­

periences unfortunately were to some extent useless 1n 

America, tor reasons cited previously. Howeve~, Pulaski 

proved adaptable, and, as testified to by several contemporary 

admirers, Pulaski proved among the beat of hls day. 1;hen 

conSidering his praotically insurmountable dltf1oult1esot 

lack of manpower and supplies, the tact of any victor-les at 

all 1s 1.n .itself 8urp'ris1ng, and oan only be attributed to 

his m11it.ary skill and influence upon hls men . 
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Concomm1tant w1th his military skill he had a tremendous' 

reputat .ion as a horseman far exeee<i:1ng that of an 4veI"age 

member of the ·oaval17_ According to one report, Pulask1could 

• • wh1le bis steed, was under .rull gallop 1 

d1scharse h1e pistol, throw it in tbe fUrl 
catch it by the barrel" and then hurl it 
in front as 11' a t an enerq. Without cbeck-
1ngthe speed or his horse, he would take 
one foot from the st1'rrUp and,bend1ng over 
toward the ground, recover hl.s t)lstol and 
wheel i nto line with as much preelsion as 
if he had been engaged ln

l
nothing but the 

management of the an1mal. 

Pulaski, as in the case of' many great peonle, after a 

self-appralsal which Cllscevere<! h1s strengths and talents, 

put that whtch was best within him to the service ot his con­

Vict i ons . He personally enjoyed little and ·sacrificed much" 

but at leaat today he is worthy of our esteem. 

The Contribut1on at Cas1m1r PUlaski to folano 

Pulaski's greate$t contribution to Poland became evident 

only atter h18 deatb. Althougb he was successful in several 

military endeavors .. the overall resistance could not succeed 

against the overpower i ng strength ot the three powers whlch 

bad determined ' to condemn Poland tonat10nal extinction. 

Pulask1 must be remembered , however, tot' b1s contr1bution 

\!nich l1ved beyond his m1U.tary efforts and wh1ehis still 

extant· 1f onechoeea to reoognize 1t. For Pulaski's major 

contribution to Poland 1s that he became a symbol of a new 

and regenerated Polish youth which, U' it oould not save the 

geograph1cal Poland, could _ .va the Po11sh id.eals and cl,llture. 

Pulasld '8 dedication to two Pollsh ideals - Church and 

country - which have been present 1n Poland aince the found1ng 

1'" . . .:stuart.. p ~ 43. 



104 

of the Polish state in 966~ became the source of inspiration 

for many who in later years refused to permit a Catholic ,; 

Poland to be erased by predaceous neighbors. For instance, 

under his magic influence the first uprising of students 

against the Russians took place in Cracow. 2 

Pulaski's example of dedication to ideals could be of 

practical value today in Poland. This 1s realized by those 

in power in present-day Poland who would most certainly be 

Pulaski's enemies were he alive noVJ. As a result, th~y have 

done whatever possible to bury his memory and example. 

The Contribution of Casimir Pulaski to America 

Pulaski's contributions to America are ch1efly three. 

By his willingness to fight in the Amer1can Revolutionary War, 

he contributed to the cause of American freedom his greatest 

possession - his life. 

Then Pulaski 1s known as the father of the American 

cavalry. Obviously, in the day of nuclear weapons and 

mechanized warfare, the cavalry has lost its importance. 

However, up to the World War I, 1t did play an 1mportant role 

which was to a large extent defined by Pulaski. Pulaski was 

the first to stress the importance of the cavalry in a military 

engagement; he was the first to organize a unified cavalry 

oommand; and he was the first to 1nsist upon spec1al training 

for the cavalry,. thereby also1ssuing many direct1ves wh1ch 

were henc·eforth incorporated into cavalry training and maneuvers. 

2Konopczynsk1, Kaz1m1erz PuZask1, p. 402. 
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Beyond this" Pulaski is equally as worthy of emulation 

as any of our great American patriots for his dedication . 

to liberty and human rights . We mus~ recogn12e the univer­

sality of his beli fa 1n freedom and hUman rights, for he 

~ish d them for all men~ at Just his fellow Poles . Aocording 

to 8. old Polish saying, Pulaski, as well as Kosciuszko and 

many other Poles" was Willing to renounce a.ll, "za naszI i 

wa z, wolno$b. II 3 T is can be worth remembering for Amerioans, 

who once having achieved their own freedom, are often con-

tent to ignore others ' appeals for that same freedom . 

Perhaps someday we Americans can send to Poland an American 

Pulask1 who will help win for Poland that which Pulaski 

helped win for us . 

3Translat1on: "for our and your freedom ." 



CHAPTER PIW 

PULASKlANA IN POLAND ANI> AMEIUCA 

Pulasktana In Poland 

Iieeentl:/ the writer had the opportunity of spending 

several months in Poland. At that time it ~eemed appropriate 

and of' interest to pay a. Visit to the b1rthplace of one of oU!' 

mutual heroesl Oas1m1rPu'la,skl. Located 1n central Poland, 

near W,arKa,Pulaski' a countryside 1s rolling, wC'lodeci-" and good 

tor tam1ng. The town of "la~a ~ probably more than five huno ... 

red years old,. has nothing to d1atlnguis\') it t~m any other 

rels.t1vely small Pollsb town. "ath the exception of a. very 

oldanci t>1ctureeque church and a winery. But ,only three­

quarters 'Of a ml1e down a dust.y road 1s to be tound the area t s 

formerly great attract1on, Wlnlaru .. 

As one walks pas.t the ramshackle4entrance p111ars to­

ward. tb" main bull4:1ng. one sees tbe remains of land soaping 

and care. Wltb only a 11ttle1magin&tlon one can v1eual'1.2e 

the beauty of the estate in tormer days, 

The _in bUilding, P'ulaski·a home, would almost X"em1na 

one of a Georg1an, oolonial home, with tbe except10n that lt 

lacks large columns . Tbe e.xter1or 1s whtte; however., it 1s 

shell-marked, tor a Cerman tront moved throueb: Warka in 1943 

aoo several m1nor sk1l"'1'D.1shes took "lace at W1nta~. Presently, 

the home and ground.s belons to tbe Polish sovemment. and. all 

but two l'Qoms on the ii'rat floor are occupied by fam1lies. 

The remaining two t"OOms c;:onta1nthe renmants ot the tormer 

Pu.lask1 I'lll.l.soum which at one time occupied the entlre bu11d1ng. 

EVidently many people do not come to visit Wlnlary any-
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more" for besides the obvious neglect of the home and the 

gr o nas , it was a major pr oject for the writer to find someone 

who could obtain a key so that it would be possible to see 

the interior of the t wo-room museum . The wr iter wa s told th't 

the last person to visit t he museum was an American , several 

months ago . 

Having once cleared the hurdle of getting the key, one 

was ft'eeto wander through the two high-ceilinged rooms , \iith 

their old painted. f ireplaces and water-marked walls . to/hat was 

to be found. 1n the Nay of exhibits was quite surprising , for 

there were only a f ew glass-enclosed cases with costum~ of 

the eighteenth century, a few old coins and aabers , Borne 

pictures on the walls, and i nterestingly enough , several 

American citations 10. honor of Pulaski . In general, the so­

cal led museum was quite disappOinting , especially in comparison 

wit h other Polish museums. 

The only redeeming aspect of the one-time Pulaski es­

tate 1s the shrine to the Blessed Mother, where it 18 said 

that Pulaski often prayed as a Child . This shrine is the only 

fea ture on the entire estate which is not ruined or neglected 

in some way. The people of the area maintain it and put f resh 

flowers there wery day. 

HO\'J is it pOSSible that Pulaski ' s birthplace, the former 

home of' one of Poland ' s and America ' s great heroes is so neg­

lected? As we have seen, to the Poles as well as the Americans, 

Pulaski is a symbol of dedication to certain ideals . These 

ideals are antithetical to the ideals of the Communist regime 

in power 10. Poland today . For it , Pulask1, as well as that 

fo r wh ich he stands" should be relegated to the past . 
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S at r 8ult, although Pulaski and his oontributions are 

\'lell- known by the older generation, many of the younger Pol~ s h 

generation are completely unfamiliar with him because he is " 

ignored in the sohools .. And as was also discovered by CongreBs­

ma.n Clement Zablooki, Pulaski .16 not presently eonsidered 

one of' the Polea' na.tional heroes, and "the J;'ea on for this 

is readily under tooa, when you consider the political leanings 

of the current regime. ,1 

ThiS , together with lack of funds 1n a still war- torn 

Poland, forbid,s the restora tion and maintenance of' a place 

;1n memory of Pula sId. 

However, this Situation was not al ays so . Previous to 
t e com'lng of power of toe 'present regime, Pulaski \II 8 indeed 

oonsidered , one of the great national Polish heroes who 
mer1tedconsiderable Polioh attention . For instance. the 

greatest scholarly work about Pulask1 was contributed by a 

Pole . In t:ilct" the outstanding Polish historian, ~I.ladyst~n· 

Konopczynski, contributed a truly great biography ofPulasld; 

unfortunately, it 1s not available 1n fu ll English translation . 

Then , too" ·Pula.sk1 beoame a very popular subject for 

Pol ish p etsand writers" among them, Mloklew1cz, 

Kraszelwstd , Kitow1cz, and Rzewusld a And the Poles have 

honored Pul a ki ' .S memory by the oonstructlon of monuments 1n 

the cities of' l{yyn1ce and Ozestochowa . 

But as was previQusly ment1oned, the gre test honor 

pa1d to Pulaski was the honor of imitation . F'or this honor 

can grow and be fruitful and result in accomplisoments truly 

des red but never possesee without struggle by Pulaski . 

lLetter from Olement J . Zablocki, November 13, 1961, to 
the ~n:"1ter . 
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Pu1askia.na In America 

Pulaski almost immediately was considered a hero by th~ · 

Americans. Not much more than a month after his death , Congress, 

having forgotten the grief it had given him, resolved that a 

monument should be built in his honor. Despite the rush to 

resolve that a monument be built to Pulaski's memory ; 1t was 

not accomplished until 1910 in Washington, D.C. 

In the meantime numerous other statues were erected, so 

that today memorials to Pulaski can be found. in savannah, Egg 

Harbor, Utica, Baltimore , Stevens Point. and M1lwaukee. 

Also , it s€ems that Americans were much taken with naming 
, 

things after Pulaski.. There are, for instance, six counties2 

at least twenty towns and villages,3 two parks,4 six streets 

and squares5 and two schoo1s6 named for him. Besides there 

~he six counties are in the following states : Georgia, 
Illinois, Ind1ana , Kentucky, Missouri, and Virginia. Ladls1as 
Siekaniec, "Pulaski{ U.S.A.," Polish American Studies, VII 
(January-June , 1950" 39. 

3The twenty towns and villages are: Pulaski , Alabama ; 
Pulaski He1ghts, Arkansas ; Pulaski, Geot'gia; Pulaski and r-iount 
Pulask1, I1l1nois; Pulaski, Indiana; Pu1a.ski, Iowa ; Pulaski, 
Kentucky; Pulaski, M1chigan ; Pulask1, Mississippi ; Pulaski and 
Pulaskief1eld, Missouri ; Pulask1, New York ; Pulaski Township, 
North Dakota; Pula,ski, Tennessee; Pulaski, Texas ; Pulaski, 
Virgin1a ; Pulaski and Pu1ask1 Village, Wisconsin. Ibid. 

4The parks are to be round in Sioux City, Iowa, and 
Wyandotte, Michigan. 

5'1'he streets and squares are the following: the Pulaski 
Skyway, between Newark and Jersey C1ty 1n New Jersey; Pulaski 
Road in Chicago, Illinois ; Pulaski Street in Pulaski Heights, 
Arkansas ; Pulaski Street in Grand Rapids, Michigan; Pulask1 
Avenue and Pulaski Square in Cleveland, Ohio. Ibid., p. 40 

6There is a Pulaski High School 1n Milwaukee, Wisconsin; 
and there 1s the "Oenera1 Pulaski Vocational and Technical 
High School" in Bayonne, New Jersey. Ib1d. 



1s an unknown quantity Clf stores .... banks~ savings and loan 

assoeiat 10ns, clubs, ete.... named a.f't·er him. 

1,1 0 

As J,'egards American l1terature, Pulaski has been given 

very little attention in poetry an(1 novels. Also, there haa 

been 11ttle serious scholarly work on especially the Amerioan 

aspects of Pulaski's life. Nevertheless, Pulaski has been the 

subject of many popular ahort articles and features in numer­

ous journals, magazines" pamphlets" and newspapers \'fh1ch have 

made him quite well-kno\1Jn on the American scene. Four major 

group$ that haVe bee.n eGpeclally interested in Pulaski 1n the 

past are: the Polish-American organizations, Oatholic group'o, 

American historians, and the ~jaaons. 

The Polieh-American groups,. among them the Pollsh Roman 

CatholiC Union j the Polish National Alliance, and the Pollsh 

American H1ntoI'1cal Association nave rna.de the greatest effort 

t o preserve Pula'skl' s memory and at the same time make known 

his ideals through the publlcat10n of short biograph'ioal 

sketches, r .1ctionalized stories, etC. Unfortunately, many of 

their fine artioles and monographs are wt'ltten in iolish and 

haVe not yet been translated into English. Despite this" 

there seems to be a feeling among some Polish-Americans that 

even this interest shown by their groups has been inadequate 

and that Polish-Americans should take as an ~ntample the honor 

pald Pulaski by non-Polish Amerioans.1 

Catholic historians and writers have also c,onsid·ered 

Pulaski as a worthy subject. He is incluoed 1n most 

7Edward Horwath, "0 Kaz1m1erzu Pu~ask;tm," Polish American 
Studies, V (January-June, 1948), 55. 
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compilat1ons of Catholics in America , in Catholic periodi­

cal I1teratux'e# and even a very charming and quite accurate ' 

biography, Cavalr:v Hero, Casimir Pulaski, by Dorothy Adame, 

has been written .fQr children as a part; cif a Catholic series 

on the lives of Catholic heroes and heroines in American history. 

Amer 1can h1stor1ans~ especially histor1ans of the 

Revolutionary \JIst', are all familiar witb Pulaskl' s contri­

bution. And few, if any American history books, even if 

exoeptionally general , de net at ,least make mentien ef hlm. 

HO\geVer, enly one American h19\;O'r'lan, PrO'fessor Clarence A. 

t-lanning J has done a compl ete biO'graphical work on Pulask,i. 

I t is not, unt'ertunately,t, partioularly scholarly. and the 

wl"iter suspeots that in many 1natances it 1s O'nly a partial( 
.. 

transla.tion of the basj,.c werk 0'1" Protesser KO'nopczynskl , with-

out the pruper credit, hO'wever", peing given to this O'utstanding 

Polish hister1an. In addition, American historical magazines 

have featured several \,lorthwhile artioles about Pulaski. 

It 1s in the area ot' American history f however, and 

general biographioal and encyolopedic materials that the 

greatest shortcoming is to' be faund. For instance, it 1s 

unusual fO.r an article. about Pulaski to' be completely 8.ccurate, 

even in a very reputable encYC10pedia .S MajO'r errors are to 

be ound i n facts like date and place of b1rth~ rele in 

Poland, role in America, cause and place of'death, etc. 

8 . . 
Among the encyclopedias checked by the writer at randem 

which contained errors concern1ng Pulaski are the follew1ng: 
Collieri~nc:t'Cleped1a,. Catholic Enclclo2eci1a, Enc;xolepaedla 
~teanlcal etc. 
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l\-1ost surprising to the writer 1s the f act that the 

Masons too have developed a considerable literature about 

Pulaski in an attempt to prove that he was one of them. 

Via this interest, Iiason1c historians , among them Frankl1n 

Kemp, have become 1nterested in other aspects of Pulaski ' s 

career. 

In summary, PulasKi, as in Poland , has left his mark in 

America. The preservation of h1s memory through literature 

and monuments are important tr1butes of our gratitude; 

however, the greatest tribute tha t can be given him 1s the 

preservation of his ideals . 
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