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PREFACE

In the words of Emerson: "Man does not live by bread alone
but by faith, by admiration and by sympathy." Herces can help us
© £111 that other need. Casimir Pulaski, 2 true hero, can teach us
mich that is of value in our personal lives, especially in this
day and age when the ldeals for which he fought and died have not
as yet been won for all peoples. Therefore, thls study is intended
to disclose a life unselfishly led and abundant with personal and
civic virtues worthy of emulation.

My deep and sincere gratitude must be expressed to Dr. Roman
Smal-3tocki who, as a persori and a scholar, has been an example and
an inspiration, Without his kindness and encouragement the task at
hand would have been immeasurably more difficult. I also wish to
thank my mother, who first introduced me to things Polish, and
thereby greatly enriched my life,
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CHAPTER 1
CASIMIR PULASKI IN POLAND
Poland-Lithuania in the Eighteenth Century

In 1770 Poland-Lithuania was a large country which ex-
tended from the Baltic almost to the Black Sea. It had an
area of about 280,000 square miles. The population was
about eleven and a half million, with almost seven million
Poles. Poland was an agricultural country and its publie
wealth was slight. Thus, compared with lts geographical
size, Poland's population was sparse and its financial
condition was wanting. Poland, as a result, was encounter-
ing increasing difficulty in raising and maintaining an army
of sufficient size and effectiveness to cope with the rising
military establishments of Prussia, Russia, and Austria, Also,
against the attacks of these powers Poland lacked natural
as well as artifieial fortifications. Its land was wide and
flat, mostly unprotectéd by mountains and almost inviting

attack.
Poland throughout 1ts history had been ruled by several
dynasties, both Polish and foreign, and in the eighteenth

century the Saxons were on the throne. Under them, culture,
learning, and state affairs reached their lowest level in

Poland, and

We find that the parliamentary system_had
degenerated due to the 'Liberum Veto'l, . .

lPhe right of one representative of the Polish Sejm

(Diet) to render all legislation nu%l and void bg saying
nie pozwalam" TI do not permit it.) In the eighteenth

centur¥ this privilege often broke up the Diet and not
until the Constitution of the third of May, 1791, was it

replaced with the principle of majority rule.



Financial mismanagement caused the reduc-
tion of the standing army. Religious in-
tolerance of the kings, decline of the
towns, the supremecy and selfishness of
the magnates, and the pauperization of the
country for the sake of the vain foreign
kings and aristocrats characterize the
periocd, The decline of education brought
indifference and apathy among the gentry.a

In 1763 the Polish throne became vacant due to the
death of the Saxon king, Augustus I1I., Immedlately Russia
and Prussia made a treaty between themselves to support
Stanislaus Ponlatowski, the nephew of one of Poland's most
illustrious magnates, Prince Adam Czartorysk1.3 This Russo-
Prussian treaty alsoc provided for mutual military and
financlal assistance in case of war; opposition to any Polish
constitutional changes, by force of arms if necessary: and
finally, intercession with the Polish government on behalf
of the dissildents.

Ponlatowskl had little to recommend him for the position
of king of Poland except his handsomeness and his pleasant
cultured manner. This of course appealed very much to
Catherine of Russia. In 1756 Poniatowski was attached to
the suite of Hanbury Willlams, the British ambassador at
ot. Petersburg. Here he attracted the attention of the
young Grand Duchess Catherine, wife of the heir to the

throne of Russia. He became one of her many lovers and

éﬁoaeph A, Wytrawal, America’'s Polish Heritage.
(Detroit: Endurance Press, ngﬁ, PD. 13-1%.

3czartoryski, (1734-1823), was a prince of Poland,
& general and a writer.



Catherine later supported him for the threne of Poland.
Perhaps though, this is too harsh an estimate of Poniatowski,
for he also had a fine mind and a fascinating personality
which gave birth to a later Polish cultural, poclitical, and
intellectual regeneration.

Unfortunately, the moral strength which

alone could have made young Ponlatowskl

the king Poland needed in the traglc hours

that awaited her, formed no part of that

accomplished intellectuality. Supple and

benevolent, he was wanting not only the

energy which had assured his father's amazing

career, but,above all, in the moral prin-

ciples which were being reborn in thﬁ
tormented souls of many other Poles.

The support Catherine gave Ponlatowskl was more than
Just an expression of preference. In addition to much
bribery, she supported her candidate with an army of f{ifteen
thousand men which appeared at Warsaw and surrounded the
Diet on the day of election, while a much larger rorcelwaa
stationed on the frontier ready to invade Poland. In such
a manner was Ponlatowskl elected king of Foland on September 7,
1764 . Although normally the king of Poland was restricted
in his authority, the new king had even less power because
he was subject to the Russlan agent, Prince Nicholas
Repnin,s who had guaranteed his election. King Poniatowski
was nominally head of the executive branch and of the army.
The executive branch consisted of the chilef officers of

state,over whom the king had little control, as they were

“Oscar Halecki, A History of Poland. (New York: Roy
Publishers, 1956, pp. TOL-02—

5Rapnin, (1734-1801), was & Russian prince, general,
and diplomat.



appointed for life. The army was small and often without
pay. In time of war the gentry was expected to raise forces;
but there was no effective way of enforeing this obliga-
tion. With suech conditions, a less determined, less
dedicated king could easily be content with accepting the
extreme restrictions on his rightful power and be satisfied
with being a well-dressed, polite, and graclous cultural
leader.

In addition, even before Poniatowski became king, legis-
lation in the Diet became practically impossible. The most
necessary reforms were indefinitely postponed. The liberum
veto had blocked all progress and practically encouraged
dishonest politiecs and bribery. To add to the general anarchy
of the period was a custom which had grown up among the gentry,
This custom permitted them, wrongly or rightly, to form con-
federations, often with considerable military strength, in
opposition to the policies of the Diet or the activities of
the king. This tended to make the gentry very independent,
undisciplined, and oftentimes tyrannical in 4¢g dealings,
especilally with the peasants. Evlidencing the general dis-
cord and degeneracy of the period is the old Pollsh saying,

"Under the Saxon king, eat, drink, and loosen your belt."®
With this philosophy in mind, the gentry concerned itselfl

less and less with the well-being of Poland, but rather
sought to enrich itself at the expense of Poland.

6Joser Chociszewski, Dzieje Narodu Polskiego. (Poznan:
J. K. Zupanski, 1888, p. 22%. riter's transiation).



However, these serious defects in Poland did not go
unnoticed, and they were predicted and exposed as long ago
as 1667 when King Casimir stated:

Magnanimous Polish gentlemen, you are a
glorious republic . . . the day will arrive,
and the day is perhaps not far off when
this glorious republic will get torn into
shreds hither thither, be stuffed into the
pockets of covetous neighbors, Brandenberg,
Muscovy, and Austria, and find itself re-
duced to zero, and abolished from the face
of the earth.7

Also, Peter Skarga, an outstanding Polish priest and
orator sald:

What can I do with you, poor State, it
wlll fall when you do not expect it and
erush you all in its ruins, you gill be
poor exlles, despised vagabonds.

Despite these enormous problems within Poland, it is
certain that a remedy would have been found. However, by the
time serious reform was in the making, Poland was already
too much in the clutches of 1its enemies, who were determined
to prevent reform, keep Poland weak, and eventually partition
it among them. Among the leaders of Poland's enemles were
several ouftstanding personalities. In the East there was
Catherine II, Empress of Russia, who was certainly one of
the most remarkable women of history.

She allowed no considerations of public
morality or faith in treaties to inter-
fere in her schemes. It is certain that
from a very early period of her reign this
bold, proud, and self-reliant woman deter-

mined to egtend her territory at the expense
of Poland.

TLord Eversley, The Partitions of Poland. (London:
T. Fischer Unwin, Ltd., 1915), p. 15.

81bid., p. 30.

91bid., p. 31.



The first manifestations of Catherine's aggressive policy
toward Poland were found in her insistence that Peter Bircnt.
instead of the king of Poland's son, Prince Karl of Saxony,
be duke of Courland. This dictate was quite obviously out-
side Catherine's authority, as the duchy of Courland was a
fief of the Polish Crown., In 1763 Poland refused Catherine's
demand; nevertheless, after various threats, Catherine sent
Russian troops into Courland and selzed it for Peter Biron.

Although Courland remained for another

thirty yvears under the nominal suzerainty

of Poland, she had become for all prac-

tical purposes a Russilan Brotectorate
and was treated as such.l

In the ¥West there was Frederick of Prussia, who won his
reputation as a great general and administrator.
In his young days, he wrote an able re-
futation of Machlavelli's The Prince.
When he ascended the throne ﬁe very scon
flung aside the great principles which
he had so strongly insisted upon in his
book. Territorial aggrandizement was to
him as to Catherine1 he main object of
hig foreign policy. B
Finally, in the South, Poland was faced with Austria
end Empress Maria Teresa. Traditionally, Austria had been
frimndly with Poland and recognized the necessity of an in-
dependent Pcland as a buffer state. In addition, Austrie
owed a debt of gratitude to Poland because FPoland's king,
John Sobleski, saved Austria and Christendom from the Turks

at the battle of Vienna in 1683. Then too, Empress Maria

IEHichacl_T. Florinsky, Russia. (New York: Macmillan
Co., 1959, p. 516. !

11Eversley, p. 30.



Teresa, who was known for her virtue and honesty, was
opposed to any interference or territorial expansion at the‘
expense of Poland.

But Austria alone was not able to with-

stand a combination of Russia and Prussia,

especially when it was involved in a war

with France . . . On the plea of her

advisors, Empress Maria Teresa was per-

suaded much against her will ig Join in
a combination against Poland.

Curiously though, despite Austria's apparent regret
for the fate of Poland, it was the first to énnex a part of
Poland's territory.

Which country, then, was chlefly responsible for the
aggressive policy toward Poland? Obviocusly, since all
three nations shared in the spoils, all three shared the
responsibility. However, of the three, Russia most
actively conspired against Poland, and most diligently
worked, mainly through bribery and military force, to
secure Russian domination over Poland. Before and during
Ponlatowski's reign, Russlia openly dictated to Poiand, and
when satisfactory control could not be maintained over
recalecitrant Polish elements, the Russlan army was sent
into Poland on the pretext of maintaining order. Goaded
by increasing Polish resistance to Russian interference,
Russia had no choice but to finally outright partition
Poland. Thus, certainly in the first paftition, and then
in the subsequent partitions, Russia played the largést part.

Although Poland was surrounded by enemles and had

12Ipid., p. 33.



almost insurmountable domestic problems, it at last made @
valiant attempt at reform.
In spite of all the fallures of Poniatowski's
foreign peliey, his reign constitutes an
epoch of genuine national regeneration, a re-
generation which could not avert the final
catastropne, but which forbids us to see in
that catastrophe the immediate and fatal cop-
sequence of the decay that bhad preceded it.

The beginnings of reform started even before Ponilatowski
became king. Educationsl reforms were desperately needed and
Father Stanislaus Konarski 14 was chiefly respongible for
them. GCGovernmental reforms were begun at the Diet of Con-
vocation which preceded Ponlatowski's election. There an at-
tempt was made to limit the liberum veto; however, Repnin, who
was already at that time working for Russia, successfully con-
nived to maintain the anarchical constitution of the country.
Nevertheless, at this Diet, beginnings were made in soclal,
economic, and sdministrative reform, and four commigsions
vere established - war, justice, police, and treasury - and
there was a general duty introduced on all goods, which

eliminated cne of the gentry's greatest privileges,i>
When Ponlatowski came to the throne he was willing to

permit {urther reform, but he encountered many difficulties.
He was not glven much support by the Poles themselves be-

cause many refused to accept him as their lawful king

13Halecki, p. 189.

1"Konaraki, (1700-1773), was a Plarst priest, and writer.
He was the founder of the Collegium Nobilium, a school for the
Polish gentry. He also advocated state reforms.

15Auguat Sokolowski, Dziele Polski Illustrowane (Vienna:
Mauryce Perles Co., 1904), p. 392.




due to the election irregularities and his personal un-
popularity. He provoked Catherine by not being as doclle
a8 she had expected, and he tried to improve Polish
relations with Austria and France, which in turn further
strengthened Prussia's and Russia's determination to hamper
reform in Poland. Nevertheless, during the first two years
of King Ponlatowski's reign, several ministries and com-
missions were farmnd which functioned well, and a special
councll of ministers was to be formed. Also, financial

and monetary reforms helped the budget to be balanced. With
Frince Czartoryskl, Poniatowskl founded an excellent
military school where attended among others, Tadeusz
Koscluszko. 4And, with Count Andrew Zamoyskilﬁ he began a
conglideration of the needs of the urban population.

In 1766 the first Diet of Ponlatowski's reign was
called. It was hoped that this Diet would develop these
beginnings and especially work toward the limitation of
the liberum veto; however, congideration of this subject
was guickly dropped under further Russian and Prussian
threats of war. To further cause trouble, Russia and
Prugela through their bribed representatives brought up
the question of the rights of the non-Catholic population.
As was previously mentioned, only about seven cut of the
eleven mlllion people living in Poland were Poles. The
remeéinder was Lithuanian, Jewish, Ukrainian, Byelorussian,

ete.

1CZamoysici, (1716-1792), was a count and chancellor
of Poland from 1764-67.
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Heligious toleration was accorded to the non-Catholic
minorities, the "dissenters”, in Poland for hundreds of
years; however, in the eighteenthcentury the Catholic
majority became less tolerant and refused equal civil
rights to the dissenters. From the point of view of Rome
and the Catholic Pole, perhaps these were drastic measures,
but they were necessary considering the prevalent dangers.
In Poland there was the tremendous influence of the
Lutheran state, Prussia, =nd the Orthodox state, Russia,
And, because of Poland's strong bonds with, and admiration
for the French, the enlightened, irreligious ideas of
Voltaire, Rousseau, and Diderot, etec., were spreading in
Poland. Therefore the Foles, fearful of non-Catholic or
irreligious inroads, were in no mood to be forced in their
own country by Russia and Prussia into accepting the dis-
senters as equals.

Also, we must remember that the dissenters were
demanding from the Catholic majority an equality that
existed in no other country in Europe in the eighteenth
gcentury. When this equality was not forthcoming, the dis-
senters appealed for assistance to foreign powers, Protestants
to Prussia, and Orthodox to Russis.l! This of course gave

Prussia, and particularly Russia, another excuse to inter-
fere, as was readily admitted by Panin, Catherine's chief
of foreign affairs from 1763 to 1780. In a letter to
Prince HRepnin in Warsaw, dated August 14, 1767,

17 Cariton J. Hayes, Modern Europe To 1870 (New York:
Macmillan Co., 1953), p. .
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Panin stated with utmost frankness '
that the emancipation of the dissidents
had for its obJject the acqulsition by
Russia once and forever, through our
co-religionists and the Protestants, of
a firm and reliable party legally en-
titled to Rgrticipate in the affairs
of Peoland. ’ .

The final blow to the Diet of 1766 was the inability
of' the Pollish gentry to unite and overlook their differ-
ences. Their constant quarreling, pettiness, and lack of
the spirit of compromise made it impossible to make radical
decisions. Those of the gentry who worked for their
country's interests were often hampered by thelr less
patriotic peers and by the representatives of the foreign
powers. As a result, the Diet was unable to accomplish
anything of significance and it was really HRepnin who
~ dictated to the Poles. _

In 1767 the Confederation of Radom was formed. It was
organized by Prince Charles Radziwir?'? under the instiga-
tion of Prince Repnin. This confederation opposed the
king, the movements of reform initiated by the Czartoryski
family, and the dissidents who had recently formed their
own confederation. In the name of freedom they appealed
to Catherine, but she made them recognize King Poniatouski,
the rights of the dissidents, and worst of all, they were

forced to accept the fact that Poland was now under the

lﬂylarinaky, p. 519,

19Radziwizx, (1734-1790), "Panie Kochanku," was a Polish
prince from Lithuania. He was very much opposed to Poniatow-
ski's election and in protest left Poland. Three years later
he fell into Prince Repnin's trap and became marshal of the
Kadom Confederation., After its failure he emigrated again.
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protection of Russia. A Russo-Polish treaty of February 24,
1768, placed the Polish constitution under the guarantee of.
Russia for all time, while a separate act gave the dissidents
full ecivil and political rights. Thus the Confederation of
Hadom only made matters worse. It certainly illustrated
the Poles' disunity - how one Pole could call in a
foreigner against another Pole. At the Diet of the same
year, two bishops, Soltyk and Zaluski, and a senator,
Rzewuski, protested Poland's subservience to Russia, and
for thelr perceptiveness of Poland's plight, they were
arrested and g ported to HRussia.

With the signing of the Russo-Polish treaty of 1768,
Catherine, Panin, and Repnin were con-
gratulating themselves on thelr blood-
less victory over Poland, buteahe real
troubles were Jjust beglnning.

Soon Russla would be forced to reallize that 1t was no

longer dealing with the decadent Poland of Saxon times.

Casimir Pulaskl and The Confederation of Bar

The Poles in many ways were ldealists. When a goal or
& cause inspired of appealed to them, they were willing to
give all, even their lives, without considering the cost.
Like the French, the Poles were individualists; it was
easy for them to be convinced of their individual righteous-
ness. Nevertheless, there were two values most Poles were
united upon: their Church and their country. DMost Poles
were attached to their religilon, Catholicism, emotionally

~ 20F1orinsky, p. 519.
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and traditionally, if not always intellectually. Most Poles
were ardent patriots, even if sometimes their behavior did °
not indicate it. And, pecullarly in Poland, religious and
patriotic beliefs were tied together, as symbollzed by the
shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa. This was perhaps due to
the fact that Pcland's aggressors generally intended to ex-
tinguish Catholicism as well as destroy the Pelish national
consclousness through the suppression of language and
culture. For these two convictions, Church and country,
the Poles were willing to fight impossible odds, as they
had often done, with the almost predictable outcome of |
reprisals. Perhaps the Poles were foolish, not brave,
nevertheless they continued struggling in the hope that
the miracle might happen, or at least that the inevitable
might be delayed. Most of all perhaps, the Foles wished
to demonstrate that they would not give up; that they
would help right triumph even though it would take a2 long
time, for they had faith that ultimately it would.

As equally as the Poles were united in thelr convic-
tions, they were divided as to how they would prdteet then.
Although the gentry was unable to unite in the Diets, it
was faced with the absolute necessity of uniting to throw
out the meddlers militarily. If the Poles wished to sur-
vive, éolo_could no longer fight Pole. And as the realliza-
tion of this fact finally struck the Poles, Prussia and
Russia perceived a real threat to their past successes and

future plans, for the Poles were planning a union whiech if



14
successful would free Poland from foreign interference.

On February 29, 1768, in the town of Bar,al several
thousand of the gentry employed thelr old privilege of con-
federation. This confederation, which later became known
ag the Confederation of Bar, differed radically from pre-
viocous confederations of the gentry. Selfish, petiy aims
did not motivate 1t; rather it was a religlous, patriotic
movement intended to free Poland from Russian influence,
assure Polish territory, and protect the Catholic religion
against the Orthodox Russians and the Protestant Prussians.
A large part of the gentry took part in this confedera-
tion, together with large segments of the peasant and urban
population. Poles from all provinces came to the aid of
Folend, and this most widespread and intense opposition to
Russilan imperialism evidenced the fact that Poles would
unite and fight.

At the forefront of this confederation was the Pulaskil
family, Joseph, and his three sons, Prancis, Antony, and
Casimir. Casimir Pulaskl was born on Marech 4, 1747, at the
family estate, Winlary, e quarter of a mile from the town
of Warka, which l1s less than thirty mliles from Warsaw, the
capital of Poland. Pulaskl was of a minor noble family,
although through bath hie father and mother he was related

to some of Poland's most prominent familiea. iHis father,

éiBar vas a small fortified town in the south-east of
the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth near the Turkish border.
It is presently loceted in Soviet Ukraine.
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Joseph, was a lawyer by profession, and in addition to
managing the family estates, he was responsible for fourteen
towns and a hundred and eight villages. Unlike many of
the gentry who had forgotten the old Polish tradition of
service to Poland, Joseph Pulaskl admirably united his
private interests with public service. He took part in
four Diets, 1744, 1748, 1750, and 1754, and actively called
for reform and an increase in the Polish military defenses.
In general orientation, the family was staunchly Catholie,
and in recent years because of the increased Russian inter-
ference, tended to be anti-Russian.

Pulaskl was one of eight children. Of the five girls
in the family, Anna entered a convent near VWarsaw and ale
ways remained close to the family despite its affiliation
with the Confederation of Bar (which was looked upon un-
favorably in many quarters at that time), while Josefa,
Joanna, Pauline, and Margaret married Confederates. The
boys were Francils, Antony and Casimir.

Pulaski's childhood was undoubtedly pleasant, sur-
rounded as he was by a large happy family on & beautiful
estate. After completing his elementary education at the
local parochlal school at Warka, Pulaskl was sent to Warsaw
to study with the Teatyn priests. This cholce of a school
for Pulaskl was in a way unfortunate because the emphasis
was not on a good solid education, but rather on the
development of good manners, knowledge of several languages,
dancing, ete. Thus Pulaski did riot finish & systematic

course at this school and his formal education was definitely
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gquite sketchy. When Pulaskl reached the age of fifteen,
his father, perhaps dissatisfied with the kind of education
his son was recelving in Warsaw, decided to give him some
practical experience as a courtier and sent him to the court
of Prince Karl of Courland. Here Pulaskl was introduced to
that which was to be his future career. As a young boy at
Winiary he had become a skilled horseman. At Prince Karl's
court at Mitau he developed this skill and added to it
various other military skills such as shooting and tactics.
In addition, he became aware for the first time of Poland's
position in relation to Russia. As was previously mentioned,
Russia had decided to take over the duchy of Courland, and
at the time of Pulaskl's stay there, steps had already been
taken to expel the rightful Polish ruler, Prince Karl, and
replace him with its cholce, Peter Biron., A detachment of
forty Polish horsemen could hardly defend Prince Karl and
the Polish claim to Courland, so Prince Karl and his court
(including Pulaski) returned to Poland.

His education was finished. He had seen
little or no military service. He had taken
part in no battle but he had an unparal-
leled opportunity to study Russian methods
and Russian character. He had gained an
ideal of what Poland should be and he
determined to do his best to bring his
vision into action. Back home, his father
too felt keenly this new disgrace to the
Polish King and the Polish reputation,

but the time was not ripe for action.

Life went on at Winiary but in the Pulaski
family the sufferings of Poland and the
need for a revivified army were em-

phasized. Patriotism replaced personal
ambition. Petty questions of law and of
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persconal profit receded into the
background and father and son
thought earnestly of the situation.2?

As we have seen, the irregular election of Ponlatowskl,
and the Russian-directed Polish pollcy, created conditions
that called the Confederation of Bar into existence. Prior
to its formal institution at Bar, many preparations were
made by the Pulaskis , who can certainly be consldered to
have insplred the movement, From the beginning, Joseph
Pulaskl assumed the leadershlp of the movement and his
three sons became his emissaries in search of support and
supplies. When their activities had reached such propor-
tions that they could no longer be hidden from the numerous
Russian units near Winilary, the town of Bar was chosen as
the new headquarters. In a short time there were many
small units of Poles training at Bar. Joseph Pulaski, in
order to give form to the growing movement, decided to es-
tablish a traditional Polish confederation. Joseph Pulaski
was elected the military head, and Michael Krasinski was
the temporary civilian head. At the same time, Joseph Pulaski
established a military order of the Knights of the Holy
Cross, its model being the old military religious orders of
the Middle Ages. Some of 1ts tenets were:

1) The Order is to defend the Roman Catholic
faith with their lives and thelr blood.

2) It is to commit no violence or outrages
among Catholies, Jews, and Lutherans.

3) There is to be one chief banner of the
Catholic league; the Lord Jesus crucified

§§Clarence A. Manning, Soldier of Liberty, Caslimir
Pulaski (New York: Philosophical EIbrn:y,Igﬁ%’, Be 374
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on & gold or silver background. A second
banner is to have 2 representation of the
most noble Mother of God on the same back-
ground. There can be other banners under
the sign of the Holy Cross but these two
are to be preserved at all cost in battle
rather than allow them to fall into the
hands of the enemies of the Holy Falth.

k) A troop is to be one hundred strong, com-
posed of sworn knights, except the pkivates
and is to have four officers, a captain,
lieutenant, ensign, and docteor, also a
trumpeter and & drummer,.23

From the beginning, the situation wae confusing. It was un~
known to many uninformed Poles whether the Confederation was
fighting the Folish army, the king, or the Russians because
there was no formal declaration of war ageinst Russia.
Actually, the movement was in opposition to the Russians,
but if some Poles were in alliance with them, they too
would be considered the enemy notwithstanding that this
might include the king himselfl.

Actual fighting took a long time to get started, but
Pulaski had his first encounter on April 20 when he and his
men were attacked by & Rugaslian detachment of carabineers,
hussars, and Don Cossacks near the town of Stnronxonabancynéw.g“
There was a victory which Pulaski painted in glowing terms:

Our knowledge of the battle is absclutely
definite; the number of those who fell in
the battle is absolutely unknown to us,
for since the {iring lasted & little over
three hours and everyone shot well, we
saw almost two hundred Muscovites lying
on the field, but they left none: as soon

as anyone fell, others carried him from
the fleld and we took only two, one alive

Eszgid &3 pp . “5-"‘6 -

24 gtapo-Konstantynbw was a town in the south-east
g:r% of the Polish~Lithuanian Commonwealth, not far from
r. It is also presently located in the Soviet Ukraine.
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in the pursult, when they begéen to withe
draw and we to pursue. The number of
thhe attackers was over two thousand
and there were about four hundred of us,
for we did not all have hand weapons:
it is known that one man with a star
received a2 shell by my favor, for after
I fired a shell at one platoon, more
than ten falling made a significant
breach in their line angd then I secured
another shell and the ball which was
aimed high rolled under the horse of
the commanding general, and fruatly
frightened him, so that he with hig
whole army had Lo retreat rapidly.

The next few weeks saw several skirmishes in the ares
with no great gains on either side. Just at this time »
powerful Polish lord, Joachim Potoecki, decided to join the
Confederates. Althcggh this promised much because of his
wealth, the manpower avallable to him, and his position,
Potoocki was soon defeated by the NHussians and forced to es-
cape to Turkey. To add to the troubles of May, 1768,
the Confederates found themselves unsble Lo count upon
Polish help from other areas of Poland. Due to fantastic
propoganda spresad by the Russiens, the Ukrainian peasants
and the Cossacks began to revolt against the Polish gentry.
This naturally left little time for the patrioiie gentry
to think about their own guarrel with the Russians, and in
fact, they were forced to ask Russian help in putting down
this bloody uprising. When over & hundred thousand blame-
less people were killed, the Russian army marched in to

put down the rebellion, closing their eyes to the fact

1pid., p. 52.
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that they were largely responsible for it themselves. Be-'
cause at least for the time being it was impossible to gét;
help from these stricken provinces, the Confederation of Bar
turned to the provinces of Kiev26 and Zytomierz.27 To main-
tain supply lines, it was necessary to establish a strong-
hold midway between Bar and these provinces. The town of
Ber@yczéw, with its old fortress-like monastery was chosen.
The only man among the Confederates who had any real
military success so far was Pulaskl, so he was chosen to
hold it. The Russlans under General Peter Krechetnikov be-
gan a slege which lasted over two weeks. After severe
bombardment, the shutting-off of the water supply, and poor
morale among the town's residents and monks, Pulaski's
garrison was forced to capitulate. The Russians took
over 1361 prisoners, including Pulaski. With the capture
of Berdyczéw, it became impossible to hold Bar, and Joseph
Pulaski and two thousand of his followers were forced to
flee to Turkey. Thus, the first year of the Bar Confedera-
tion came to & close with very little accomplished; major
military failures and exiled leadership were the only osten-
sible results. Nevertheless, a growing support for the
Confederation began evidencing itselfl as other confedera-

tions in sympathy with the Bar Confederation start!ﬂ_forming

“Othe province of Kiev was part of the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth and it 1s presently located in the Soviet Ukraine.
The city of Kiev, founded in 862 A.D., was the eapital of "Rus"
and it is presently the capital of SovietUkraine.

2TThe province of Zytomierz was part of the Polish-
Lithuanian commonwealth and it 1s presently located in the
Boviet Ukraine.
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and more Poles began to volunteer and join the original
Confederate remnants in Turkey. Also, forelgn ald began to
come. France, remembering lts long friéndahip with Poland,
offered as much assistance as it could, considering the
difficulties it was itself undergolng. It was belleved that
the trickle of money znd supplies from Louis XV would soon
grow into more substantial aid. At first Turkey also gave
some aid, but, becoming disgusted with the squabbles among
the Poles, and becoming similarly involved in a war with
Russia, could not be depended upon for further assistance.

It seems that Pulaski's capture posed a difficult
problem for the Polish king, who himself was palned by the
condition of Poles being moved around in their own country
&8 prisoners of war by thé Russians., Due to his inter-
cession, most of the cap tured gentry in time obtained release
by promising not to rejoin the Confederation. Eventually,
Pulaski also promised, add Just in time escaped to Turkey,
for Repnin had changed hls mind concerning Pulaski's release.

If we ask dld he really and sincerely want to

persuade his comrades (o put down their arus,

or did he only want to decelve the ggssiana,

we cannot categorically declde.

In any case, once Fulaski had rejoined his femily in
Turkey, he issued a statement intended for the Polish court
and the Russians that he would continue to support the
Confederation and work toward its triumphant reentry into
Polend. However, because of the still inadequate support

and supplies, and the very serious feud between Joseph Pulaski

§3w13dyataw Konopczyﬁaki, Kazimierz PuY¥aski (Cracow:
"Polska Akademja Umiejetnodei,” 1931), p. . (Writer's
translation).
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and Joachim Potocki, Pulaski was forced to general in-
activity, with the exception of frequent short forays into -
Poland for more men and supplies. The following months saw
further setbacks for the Confederation and Pulaski personally.
The disunity among the members and the leaders was getting
worse. Joseph Pulaskl was captured and put into a Tartar
-prison, and Antony Pulaski became & prisoner of the Russians.
To make matters worse, Pulaskl had suffered another serious

defeat at the castle of the Holy Trinity at Okopy.2? For-
tunately, Pulaski and 164 of his men escaped. With the
leadership of the original Bar Confederation now in the
hands of Joachim Potocki, who bore considersble enmity to-
ward all the Pulaskis, Pulaski decided to continue his fight
elsewhere by Jjoining Martin Lubomirskl, at this time located
near Cracow. Lubomirskl was one of many isolated leaders
of small units in opposition to the Russians and the king,
and he

s+ +« « was a man after Casimir's own heart

in his willingness to run risks and to

stake gserwthing upon the success of the

cause.

Despite Lubomirski's small successes, his efforts and
the efforts of the other independent Polish confederates
could have little significance because they were on too
small a scale. To the king and his Russian supporters

they were little more than bothersome disturbers of the

290Kopy was a heavily fortified town in the south-east
part of the Polish-Lithuanian commonwealth. It is presently
located in Soviet Ukraine near the Rumanian border.

3OManning, p. 79.
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tranquility of the nation. Without a strong union and
definite action, the different groups of Polish Confederates
could hardly hope to depose the king, or at least eliminate
the Russian dictatorship over him and Poland. Most of the
leaders of the other confederations, among them Theodore
Wessel, Adam Krasinski, Bishop Soltyk, ete., although
loudly opposing Russian interference, did nothing much ex-
cept plan from a safe distance in Slovakia and dream of
foreign help. Up to 1769 most of the hard fighting had
been done by the Bar Confederates under Pulaski. BEe-
cause these obher Confederate leaders were not anxious to
fight, Pulaski from the beginning had no popularity with
them. Also, Pulaski gained their hostility because he was
far more successful in recruiting men and obtaining supplies
than they, even in territories they considered their own.
Pulaski's position took its worse turn when at long last
all the leaders agreed to unite, but under the command of
his, (and in particular his father's) enemy, Joachim Potoecki.
Pulaskl tried to accept him in good faith, pledging him his
assistance for the good of Poland. On May 1, 1769 he wrote
to Bierzynski, one of the military leaders of the newly
formed General Confederation, and the Marshal of Sieradz:

In the uniform desire to be useful to my
country, I will not bring into my public
activities anything which 1s opposed to it.
I came into these regions, by forcing my
way through a multitude of enemies. I

have welghed in the balance the loss of my
life or of achieving my goal, and I decided
always to know the views of the inhabitants
and to be useful to my country. The mis-

fortune of division is more depressing to
me than the power of the enemy can be., I
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was, in the beginning of the Confederation
of Bar, always a full commander. I knew

my duties to my superilors, without whom I
never acted in my causes., In the provinces
of Krakow and Sandomierz, in which I found
marshals, I considered 1t Just to turn to
them and obey thelr orders. The duty of a
commander is not lald upon me for the first
time, while in these provinces the marghals
have given me orders which I might consider
it a fault to accept but with the pure
desire of using my services for my country
without introducing by myself any discord
among the inhabitants. There has recently
come to me notice of a change of marshals
into which it ia not fittling for me to en-
ter. But as I have no otheyr desire than to
aild the interests of the Confederation, not
counting my own private interests, without
any cbjections, with complete satisfaction,
I am ready to assume the obligations imposed
upon me., My merits are small and not worthy
of regard. My satisfaction lies completely
in my sincere wishes, God knows; I shall be
most happy wherever He calls me.

Your excellency may be satisfied that you
can rely on the firmness of my two beliefs
in the Faith and Freedom., Ny command, al-
though diminished by bloddy battles with a
povwerful enemy, always recognizes the omni-
potence of God which assists those who

trust in it. I will say without deceilt that
I ghall be glad to serve as a common soldier
under thelr command in such a pgft as will

" patisfy my collaborators . . .

But soon after Pulaski's brother returned to Poland

with the news that their father had died of the plague,
Pulaskl's attitude changed. DBoth had little more than

150 men, yet

« « they felt that their honor and filial
plety demanded that they continue to up-
hold the cause for which their father had
laid down his life and that it was dis-
honorable for them to acknowledge Joachim
Potockl as thelr superior. It seemed madness

3

lmid s 3 pp L] 32“'Bat
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for the two brothers to play a lone hand
and to challenge Russia, the King, and
the Confederates.32 )

But they did, and after renevwing the Confederation of
Bar, the two brothers decided on an immediate plan of action.
The strategically located Polish city of Lvov was to be
attacked; however, thelr plans soon became known to the
other Confederates, who immediately decided to Join the
Pulaskis for fear that the attack might be successful and
the brothers alone would share the public praise. &s a
result, the attack had so many leaders that it was ine
effectual, and when the news came that Genersl Drevich33 was
approaching Lvov the attack was abandoned.

With this setback, Francis and Casimir Pulaski moved
into & different part of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth,
Lithuania., Here they hoped to bulld resistance against the
Russians and increase their army and supplies. Francis
Pulaski undertook the diplomatic aspects of the new campaign,
while Casimir Pulaski was in charge of the military side.
Before long, they had a2 band of over & thousand men with
which they harassed the Russians in the neighborhood and
had several victories. Because of Pulaskl's growing
reputation, he was accorded the honor of being elected
Marshal of LomZa, & truly high position which entitled him
to sit in the Polish Council of War. The Russians ine
creasingly came to fear Pulaski, and finally sent the

321pid., p. 83.

33By 1768 Drevieh already had a fearful reputation as
an unbeatable Russlan general,who in only one year, had des-
troyed the Confederations of Poznan, Sieradzk and Wielun.
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3§ga1nst him, At Orzechdw,3® on September 15,

great Suvorov
Suvorov succeeded in completely outmaneuvering Pulaski, and
in four ahort hours Pulaski saw his brother fatally woundeé
and his work reduced to nothing.

Pulaskl had no choice but to return with his remnant
band to the Confederate headquarters in Zborow, Slovakia.
After a year and a half of fighting and sacrifice, the
personal results for Pulaskl were father and brother dead;
another brother in & Russian prison; and serious Russian
attacks against his mother, sisters and estate at Winiary.
Nevertheless, it could be said that Pulaski alone "had been
the goad that had driven the other leaders to action."36

Less than a month after Pulaski's arrival at Zborow,
the various magnates and military leaders agreed to es-
tablish a Generaley of the Confederation. This was to be a
truly unified board which would coordinate all opposition
to the Russlans and at the same time appear as the spokes-
man of Polish resistance to foreign natlons (from which it
was still hoped aid would come.) Michael Pac of Lithuania
was appointed political head, and Pulaski's old enemy,
Joachim Potocki, was appointed the military chief. No

3u8uvorov, (1729-1800), "the greatest of all Russian
generals had served for years as a common soldier and was
able to get more out of his men than any Russian commander
before or since his time." Melvin C. Wren, The Course Of
Russian HistoEx (New York: Maemillan Co., 1958), p.

80, ghest Russian military decoratlon is named after

him.

3%0rzechéw was a small town located in the central part

of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. It is presently
located in the north-west corner of Soviet Ukraine.

36Mann1ng, p. 91.
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significant place was found for Pulaski and the other Bar
Confederates. In general, they were snubbed, and their
previous efforts for the cause and their superior experience
were ignored. Recognizing the need for unity, ?ulaski agw
cepted this slight and submitted to being used for any
mission. However, rather than stay at the headquarters
which specialized in making inoperable plans and intrigues,
Pulagki made frequent frontier raids and worked at re-
building his small band. When at last the Ffench sent more
‘supplies and men, including General Charles Dumouriez, the
Generalcy began to make even more grandiose plans for a
restored Poland. General Dumouriez immediately perceived
the disadvantages under which the Poles were operating. In
a letter written by General Dumourlez to the French court,
dated August 15, 1770, he stated:
Thus as say the Poles and the newspapers,
the Confederation has to sustain this war
only three to four thousand men, divided
into eight or ten small separated units , .
- In order to sustain this shadow of an army,.
there is as total resource only 278,304
Polishflorins., 16,000 ducats are to be
received in the month of September for
the rest of the year, out of which it is

necessary to pag ambassadors and all the
other expenses.

In 6rder to improve the leadership and the army,
General Dumouriez suggested tbat the Poles stop fighting
among themselves and selze a chain of forts behind which
they could recrult and train men and obtain supplies. The
staﬁting point of this new campaign was to be the occupation

3TWradysiaw Konopeyriski, Materjaly do Dziejéw
Konfederackie] {Cracowz Polska Kﬁaéemia ﬁmie}génoé@i?,
» P

: . (Writer's translation.)
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of the monastery fortress of Czestochowa. Pulaskl was put
in charge of the army which was to accomplish this. Up to,
this day, the shrine at Czestochowa is the spiritual and
patriotic center of Poland, and in those days it was an ideal
spot to defend. The church and the adjacent bulldings are
surrcunded by @ high wall and a moat and there is a tall
tower from which the surrounding countryside can be viewed
for milea. Previously the Russians had tried to seize the
treasure in the shrine, but the people of the town of
Czestochowa prevented it. Because the monks were not parti-
cularly happy about having any army stationed in their
monastery, Pulaski had to resort to trickery to get in. Once
there, most of the monks grew to appreclate hils presence,
for in the twe years that the shrine was Pulasikl's head-
quarters, the safety of the monastery was assured against
the Russians., Pulaski immedlately Joined forces with
Joseph Zaremba3® and began to build up the defenses of the
monastery.

In the meantime, Dumouriez and the Generaley of the
Confederation declared the deposition of King Poniatouski.
On October 22, 1770, King Ponlatowuski was declared a
"friend of Moscow" and the oppressor of his people. It is
true that King Ponlatowski sat in Warsaw like a painted
doll during his country's turmoil, doing nothing moee than
trying to keep the small Polish army out of the struggle

3323rumba was the supreme military commander of "Great
Poland." Later there was a serious break in relations be-
tween him and Pulaskl over the deposition of King Poniatowskl.
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between the Confederates and the Russlians. His position
demanded he make a choice - but was he, as a Pele, to join~
the ﬁcnrederatea,who were {ighting to save their country,
but opposed him, or was he to favor the Russians, who had
given him his throne, and thoroughly rationalized their
actions. King Ponlatowsiki's vacillation between the Russlan
and the Confederate camps was settled with the deposition
announcement, which necessarily threw him into the Russian
camp. Although there was some Justification for the de-
poaitién announcement, in many ways it was a serious mistake
on the part of the Confederates. Now, even though his
sympathies were with them, the king wes forced to completely
disassociate himself from the Confederates, and many Poles
were alienated from the Confederates because they wished to
remain loyal to the king. Because Pulaski was under the
orders of the Confederation, he accepted the deposition
announcement and began to act as 1f there were no king, by
confiscating where necessary the king's property.

Dumouriez and the Generaley were aghast at

the conclusion Casimir drew from their

plain statements. Of course they were en-

gaged in deposing the king, but not too

much or too strenucusly, Jjust as they were

fighting the Russians, but not too much or

too strenuously.39

It was difficult for Pulaskl to accept such a lacka-

daisical policy, but he was determined to cooperate at all

costs.

3%Manning, p. 112.
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The next few months sew several minor battles; but the
Russians were mainly concerned with preparing a major attaek
againet Czestochowa and Pulaski. The command was given to
General Drevich, who saild he would quickly capture that "hen-
house.” Instead, he could not accomplish its cepture in
over eighteen days of intermittent attacks. Preparations
and negotiations were carried on by both sides for days,
General Drevich even golng to the length of trying to make
a deal with Pulaskil by offering him the rank of general in
the Russien army. In one of the many raids into the town
of Czestochowa that preceded the battle itself, Pulaski al-
most lost his life. Finally, at 2 A.M. on Januery 10, 1771,
the major attack of one of the most famous battleé of Polish
‘history began. Three Russian battalions tried to scale the
walls of the monastery fortress. Rocks and fireballs were
dropped on the Russians and quickly, after an hour and a
half of fighting, the attack was called off. The Confederates
listed thelr casualtles at twenty-five, and the Russians at
1460, 40 Then, as General Drevich recommenced the bombardment
and prepared for another attack, word reached him that more
Confederates were coming to the defense of Czestochouwa,.
General Drevich decided to retreat.

Everyone recognized that the victory was

the work of Casmir Pulaskl and of his men.

They realized that he had been left in an

impoesible situation and that it was his

courage, audacity, and skill that had
saved the day for the Confederates.%l

4Ogonopezynski, Kezimierz Pulaski, p. 213.

#1Hann1ng, p. 121,
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Some of the pralses heaped upon Pulaskl at this time were:
Pulaski is good, courageous and has a : ‘
soldier's soul . . . Truly his fame went
far beyond the Polish borders, French,
German, Dutch, English newspapers wrote
about Pulaski. 2
Even Voltaire supposedly made 2 remark that the Blessed
Virgin herself threw douwn General Drevich's ladder during
the attacik.,?3
Instead of the Czestochowa victory being & significant
step toward final victory in the campaign of 1771, it was &
signal for the renewal of the old feuds which resulted in
three different factions that even General Dumcuriez was un-
able to unite. The three Confederate factions included:
. . . that of Pulaski who believed that
the salvation of Poland musat come by
Poligh arms and who brought under his in-
fluence all those commanders who belleved
in fighting, that of Zaremba who refused
to risk his men in battle and who adopted
a dilatory policy and that of the magnates
who, living safely at Zborow across the
border, walted for some turn in European
developments which would free their m
country without undue effort on their part.
And because each group pulled 1ts own way, there were no
important Confederate victories during 1771. This situation
could have continued indefinitely had not one incident
occurred. This incident created such an uproar and scandal
that Pulaski's reputation was ruined and the Confederation
was doomed to collapse. It appears that the Generalcy of

the Confederation decided that it was necessary to kidnap

uﬁkonopczyﬁski, Kazimierz Pulaski, p. 215. (Writer's
translation.

*31b1g.
“Maming s Do 124,
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the king. The motivation for the plan seems completely
obseure.*® The undertaking from today's perspective seems
foolhardy, if not stupid, and we can only speculate as to
its motivation. It was known that

there was a considerable number of magnates
who for practical reasons, timidity, prud-
ence, caution, interests, kept silent, but

only walted to declare themselves when 3
there was powerful support and certain help. 6

Perhaps the Generaley thought that if the king could be per-
suaded to support the Confederation, more Polish nobles and
fractious military leaders, and greater forelgn backing would
come to the ald of the Confederation.

To carry out the abduction plot, forty of Fulaski's men
were chogsen. Pulasikl himsell, however, was not included, On
a dark evening in November, 1771, Strawinskil, Lukewski, Kuzma,
and about thirty other Confederates entered Warsaw by hiding
in hay wagons. Knowing that King Ponistowski was to return
from visiting Prince Czartoryski along & certain route, they
waited for him in a nearby Dominican cloister. As soon as
the king's carriage, which was accompanied by only & few
servants, was spotted, it was stopped and the king was
hurriedly dragged from it., Then he was taken beyond the city
to a forest where more Confederates were waiting. During
this time, one of the Confederates, Kuzma, notice@ that the
king had no hat and only one shoe. Out of sympathy, he
offered the king his aun; At the adm- time, Kuzme made a

proposal to the king. If the king would pardon him for his

“5Ibid., p. 139.
usxonopc:yﬁski, Materjedy . . . . p. 55, (Writer's

translacion.)
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role in the activities of the Confederation, he would help
the king to escape. The king readily agreed, in fact, he
also promised Kuzma & reward. As a result, & note was sené
to the king's army, and before long the king was rescued and
was back in Warsaw. King Poniatowski immediately placed the
blame on Pulaski and scon all of Europe was condemning

Pulaski as a would-be regicide and murderar.u7
The other leaders of the Confederation more directly

regponsible for the plot, now that it had falled, were happy
to have the blame cast from themselves onto Pulaski. The
truth of the matter seems to be that since the Generaley hed
decided upon the abductlion plot, Pulaski hesitatingly agreed,
with the provisc, however, that the king was not to be harmed.
In a letter of defense to the king of France he wrote:

« + » 1 have never transgressed the feelings
of nature or that education which my honor-
able father gave me., All my actions together
testify to my moderate character in carnage
and in war; I proclaimed pardon to the con-
quered and I set myself an example of it:
when the Russians treated my parents bar-
barously, I sent them back forty prisoners.
The death penalty which all laws prescribe
for sples and bandits, I replaced with
public labor. Would I be desirous of the
blood of people, I who would give life even
to my enemies? Now is it possible to charge
me with participation in & terrible con-
spiracy against the life of the monarch?

I would have counted it the most wonderful
day of my life, if I could have fought with
him as he marched at the head of slaves and
enemies, whom he had called into my country
to exterminate citizens like myself . . . I
would truly have felt myself the happiest
of mortals, if I could have taken him
prisoner and compelled him to abdicate the

u7!ann1ng, p. 137.
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throne whlch he had sprinkled with the
blocd of my relatives and friends: but I
would be a man without honor and I would
die of despalr, if I had conceived the
idea of dirtying my sword by the murder
of an enggy whom I ¢an overthrow and
conquer.“

By ruining the reputation of the most illustrious
leader of the Confederation, the death blow had been dealt
to the Confederation. Not only did many Poles lose thelr
sympathy for the Confederates and refuse to help them any
ionger, but European publi¢ oplnion wag such that further
foreign ald was completely out of the question. To make
matters worse, fearing for thelr thrones,

the Austrian, Prussian and Russian
monarchles began to think amopg them-
selves, how to divide Poland.

Pulaski, anticipating this final degradation for Poland,
continued his fight, and despite several more defeats managed
to hold Czestochowa. This was the one stronghold that had
not yet fallen and to which flocked many who still tnought
Poland could be saved. Nevertheless, Pulaski soon realized
that the situation wae hopeless, for without supplles it
was impossible bq hold off the growing Russlian army which
was preparing an enormous final attack against Czestochowa.
Rather than be responsible for the massacre of Polish
patriots who could perhaps be used later in the @efense of
thelr country, and rather then see the destruction of

Peland's spiritual and historlec center by further attacks,

¥8Ipid., p. 141.

4g .
L. Sieminski, Historya Narodu Polskiego (Cracow: J. M.
Himmelbau Co., 1873), p. 272. (Writer's translation.)
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Pulaskl decided to end Confederate resistance. DBefore leaving
for Prussia he left the followlng farewell message for his
troops:

I took arms in my hand for the public good;

for it I must lay them down. The union of

three mighty empires takes away from us all

means of possible defense, and the case in

which I am involved would render it 4iffi-

cult for me to arrange a capitulation for

you, by linking you with my misfortune. I

know your zeal and your courage, and I am

certaln that when happier circumstances

arise for the service of your country you
will be the same as you have been with me .20

Reasons for the Fallure
of the Confederation of Bar

The reasons for the failure of the General Confederation
and the original Bar Confederation seem to us quite evident
today, First, there was Russia's mllitary superiority, which
was coupled with its imperialistic drive to subjugate Poland.
As we have seen, in addition to more men and supplies, Hussia
had great military leaders like Drevich afdd Suvorov. Then,
ever since Peter the Great,{when Russia became a European
power ahd developed an army) Ruseila had become more and more
imperialistic. When Catherine II came to the throne in 1762,
‘she had two major thoughts in mind -« the increase of her
personal giory and the extension of Russlian power. Catherine,
longipg for adulation, made every effort to appear as the
enlightened, benevolent monarch, and she diligently cultil-

vated the friendship of the intellectual leaders of the day.

SOManning, p. 147,



36
30 suceaéafully did she create the desired impression that
even her lmperilalistic aggression toward Poland was lauded ﬁy

Voltaire as a "victory of 'tolerance' over fanaticism.” 51

Although peace had been a youthful dream of Catherinets,
she rejected 1t in favor of pursuing an international policy
which would give to her and Russla military glory and a dome-
inant position in Europe. Catherine realized that Rusgsla's
future lay with the west. She also knew that Poland would
prove to be & barrier. Thus "the Empress attached the great-
est importance to Russian domination over Poland;“ﬁa Not only
was Russila interested in playing a leading part in inter-
national affairs; it was convinced of its "historie mission"
to expand. As a result, its imperialistic policy was not
directed solely against Foland; the Balkans, Turkey, etec., were
2lso in the way of Russian expansion.

When it later came to the actual partition of Poland,
Catherine wished to have some Jjustification, for opinion-
consclous Catherine had her pride, and Poland could commend
sympathy. After all, the conquest of a superior culture by
an inferior one would be bound to create a torrent of dis-
approval in civilized Europe if there no plausible explans-
tion for it. In search of this Justification, Catherine hit
upon the idea that "there must be archives in Berlin contain-

ihg some c¢laim on Poland," 53 This idea failled to produce

2lpilorinsky, p. 506,
°21bid., p. 518.

53pernard Pares, A History of Russia (New York: Alfred
A, XKnopf, 1947), p. 26T '
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results so Catherine used two excuses which she hoped would
be ample Justification.

The first reason she offered was that the étate of anarchy
in Poland necessitated that a astable power step in to restore
order. Of course, Catherine ignored the fact that the Poles
themselves had begun the gilgantic task of recovery and reform;
if' Russia had not interfered, the Poles could have rebullt
the nation.

The second reason, as‘we nave seen, was the religious
problem. However, again Russla used it to its advantage,
for the extension of Russian rule was the motive for 1ns:st1ng
upon and foreing tolerance. Again the Pcles themselves could
have remedlied this problem to the satisfaction of all re-
ligious groups by the gradual elimination of e¢ivil ineguali~
ties and intolerance.

Although as we shall later see, Russia agreed to share
the Polish spoils with Prussia and Austria in the partition
of 1772, there is evidence to suggest that Russia was deter-
mined to dominate all of Poland, and that it wished to share
Poland with neither Frussiamor Austria. And, although Russias
had originally agreed to act with Austrla and Prussia, after
its victories in Turkey its confidence became so great as to
motivate 1t to risk Austrian and Prussian dissatisfaction by
saying to fhem that it alone wanted to take over Poland. But
Frederick Il

« + « reminded her (Catherine) of the idea
of partition threatening that she would have

te fight Prussia and Austria kn the case of
refusal. Catherine ylelded,o

, SHictor Durre{ A History of the World (Cleveland:
World Syndicate Pub iam“cvﬂ‘rgw?’“., 5 p.'%UG.
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Secondly, the General Confederation falled because there
were very many serious shortcomings within the Confederation
itself. Although it is not difficult to find many brave, un-
selfish, and talented men in 1ts ranks, as for example the
Pulaskis, there were also many who were, if not dishonest and
patriotically unmotivated, petty and stupid. Then the
Confederation counted too much on forelgn ald. As it material-
lzed, it was too limited to do much good, Pulaski early
realized that 1f the Poles wished to succeed they would have
to do it alone by fighting, not by pestering foreign courts
for aid. Finally, we saw that the Confederation seriously
lacked unity in orgenization and execution. Generals, each
conducting thepr own battles with ther own confederations, were
individually too weak to be pitted successfully against a
large Russian army. Only when they managed to achlieve some
harmony, alcogetber too infrequently, did they win as in the
case of Czestochowa. Also, because for a long time Poland did
naot have much of an army, and was in reality quitg anti- |
militaristic in spirit, Poles did not have the knowledge of
military strategy or the neededequipment to conduct a success-
ful war.
The absolute ignorance of war, the bad
state of Polish troops, the fallure of
supply on the part of the first Con-
federates could not be a sufficient
obatacle agginab the discipline of the

Russians. 2

The Confederation's only really knowledgeable military

Esxonopczyﬁski, Materjady . . . p. 53. (Writer's trans-

lation.
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leader, Fulaskil, was ignored and hampered in his efforts

much of the time. And, as the General Confederation failed
militarily and was discredited for the abduction plot thr@uéﬁ
Pulaskl, the Bar Confederation, as its assoclate, wes like-

wise crushed.

The 3ignificance of the Confederation of Bar

However, of the General Confederation, the Bar segment
was the most successful. Due to ocutstanding leadership, fine
morale and relative efficlency, 1t stands out against the
bleakness and bad management of the General Confederation,
Although it failed, we must not underestimate its signifi-
cance for Poland.

In splte of its miscarriage and in
splite of the reproaches that can be
leveled against it, the Bar Confedera-
tion is after all, an occurrence with
the highest inf%gsncm on the whole of
Polish soclety.

FPor the first time the Poles were aware of the great
danger facing their national existence. The Bar Confedera-
tion expoued the threat of Orthodox and Fratestant pouwers to

Catholic Poland., In addition to exposing this génger, it
awoke the nation as a whole and made 1t vealize that if it

wished to survive as a nation, each gullty Pole would have to
personally reverse his disinterested, anarchiecal behavior,
Most important, the Bar Confederation gave to Poland &

new ideal. A3 we saw, especially during the eighteenth

56ﬂnuon1 Wrotnowskl, Porozblorwe Ag 1rao‘e Polityezn
(Cracow: G. Gebethner, 1808), p. 50. (W%;lfe#?a Ewnggim).
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century, Poland had been degenerating. The ideals of the old
Polish kings, namely loyalty to country and a true spirituality,
were lacking. From the top, through kings and gentry, Poland
had in many ways become demoralized., Rarely in this period
was cne dedicated to the service of the state, rather one
bragged at how much one received from & foreign power for
an act of disloyalty or even treason. Instead of the old
religious toleration, as for instance displayed by Casimir
the Great toward the Jews, there was a growing bigotry and
prejudice.

To counteract these evils in Poland, the Bar Confedera-
tion became the symbol of a2 new patriotism and a new tolerant
religiosity. In the place of privilege and selfishness, the
Bar Confederation advocated dedication, loyalty, and sacri-
fice for the fatherland., In the place of spiritual torpor,
and intolerance, the Bar Confederation demcnstrated a truer
Catholicity and respect for others' religlous convictions
which promoted a tolerant understanding. This rebirth of
Polish idealism gave the Poles the courage to bear the future
years of oppression nobly, and even win the respect of their
rulers. These new ldeals united the Poles to a common
spiritual and historical heritage which motivated them to
preserve their national entity, whilch under terrible 4iffi-
culties could have vanished. These new ideals spurred con-
tinuous Polish action against the oppressor in the form of
numerous uprisings such as Kosciuszko's in 1794, Debrowski's

in 1797, and the November revolution of 1830. Also, these
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new ideals and thelr application regained the respect and
sympathy of foreign nations.

Thus the Bar Confederation was extremely important for
future Polish history because it forged the direction of
much of the future Polish thought and aetion, It exempli-
fied future Polish dedication to ideals which had to be
preserved as long as a Pole would exist, that in spite of
ali opposition and despite even the eradication of a
geographical Polish entity, a Pecland would exist. For the
Confederation of Bar gave to Poland the essential ingredient
for future accomplishment, namely, a positive ideal which
could command dedication, After the collapse of the Con-
federation and the exile of its leaders, two things
immediately resulted.

The first was the Russo-Turkish War, which had started
even before the Polish Confederation ended, and which was
directly influenced by activities in Poland.

Turkey had watched with deep suspicion

the progress of Russian penetration in

Poland. The Sultan had refused to recog-

nize the election of Poniatowskl on the

ground that it had been forced on the

point of Muscovite bayonets.57
When the leaders of the Confederation turned to Turkey for
help against Russia, the Sultan willingly helped especially
because of French and Austrian encouragement. lHe realized
that Russian domination of Poland would almost guarantee

Russian attacks on Turkey. So when his request to Russia of

withdrawing Russlan troops from Poland was ignored, he

5Tviorinsky, p. 520.



Lo
declared war and formed an alllance with the Confederation of
Bar. Thus both the Polish and Eastern questions were Joineq,
and in both cases Russia was the winner. Although Russia was
poorly equipped to undertake two wars, 1t conducted the
Turkish war also quite effectively. Thanks to several important
victories, among them the naval victory of Alexis Orlov
at Chios, Russla was able to command superior terms in the
Treaty of Kutchuk-Kainardjii of 17T74.

The second result of the collapse of the Confederation
was the partition of Poland. Throughout the years of the
Confederation's activity and the accompanying rebirth of
patriotism, culture and religlosity, FPoland's neighbors were
growing more and more uneasy. JSo when Confederate troops
were finally defeated, they decided that the time had come
to act. Without any consideration of morality or inter-
national law, they proceeded to partition Poland for the
first time. The agreement was made on August 5, 1772,
between Russia, Prussla, and Austria, and the three
countries began immediately to occupy the confiscated
provinces. Russia got the largest share, the area which
now forms Soviet Belorussia, beyond the Dvina and the Dnieper.
Prussis obtained the most valuable part of Poland, namely,
West Prdsaia. Austria also received a large part of Poland:
Galicia, western Podolia, and a part of the Cracow area.
Altogether,Poland lost about a fifth of her populution, a
fourth of her territory, and almost half of her naticnal
wealth, But this wag only the first partition; future

partitions would cost even more.
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Not only did these powers annex Pollsh territory, but
they also wanted the Polish Diet to ratify the seizure.
Poland, thoroughly wezskened by 1ts four year struggle, could
do nothing but agree. The king and the Diet assembled in
April, 1773, and ratified the partition on the threat that
refusal would mean even more annexation. Despite valiant
attempts at reform and military action, the Polish vacuum

of power had not been filled in time.
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CHAPTER TuWO

CASIMIR PULASKI IN EXILE

After Pulaski left Czestochowa, his closest place of
safety was Prussia and Prince Karl's court, which had become
only & shadow of the former Mitau court. Here at Dresden,
Pulaski became seriously 1ll and depressed, and during this
period he wrote several letters for protection to Buat, the
French ambassador at Dresden, anﬁ even to the Russlans.

After his recovery he began to try to defend himself, instead
of only asking for protection:

In this he took the dublious course of
casting all the responsibility for the
kidnapping upon his subordinates, es-
pecially Strawinski, and he avoided any
statement that might involve or clear

the Generalcy, whose participation in

the movement was completely ignored.

This adds to the mystery of the kidnapping.
The answer could not definitely clear Pulaski
for there remained the question of the
control that he had over his subordinates
and the cogtrol that his superiors had
over him.

The trial resulting from the attempt to abduet the king
took place the following year, 1773, and the following
sentence was promulgated:

Casimir Pulaski, Stanislaus Strawinski,
fugitives, and Walenty Lukawskl are noft
only to be deprived of their ranks and
honor, but their bodies as tools of a
shameful crime deserve to be subjected
to punishment, and although for such a
heinous deed they have deserved much
greater and more savage punlshment, yet
on the intercession of His Royal Majesty

‘Manning,pp. 153-54.
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to our court, we decree that Walenty
Lulktawskl who 1s under arvest, and the
fugitives Casimir Pulaski and Stanislaus
Strawinskl be put to death by beheading.
Thelr hands are to be displayed on the
public roads and after a while burned,
their bodies immediately after beheading
are to be quartered, burned, and scattered
to the winds. The whole property of
Casimir Pulaskl we adjudge to the Royal
Treasury and the informer, without
touching in any way tBe rights of his
mother, Mme. Pulaska.

Indicative of the general Polish reaction to Pulaski's
sentence was the response of a theater audience to a play
given at a Jesuit school in Luck. The plot of the play con-
cerned a father and his three sons. The first two sons were
rebellious and disobedient. The third was obedlient and
willing to risk even his life for his father, but his father
always persecuted him. The audience said, "In exactly this
way the Republic repays Pulaski."3

Despite genewal opposition to this unfair sentencing
of Pulaskl, who did no’ even take part in the abduction
plot, the doors to Poland were henceforth closed to him,

He aimlessly traveled from Dresden to Altwasser, Nisa,
Frankfurt am Main, Strasbourg, and Paris. Then in the latter
part of the summer of 1773, the international situation took
& new turn which made Pulaskl feel that perhaps there was
8till a chance for Poland. He believed that a new Polish
army should be formed in Turkey and immediately made plans

to undertake this project. Fired with enthusiasm, Pulaski
was able to gather enough funds and support to send off a

seventy-five man expedition to Turkey. Once there, the

2Ibid., p. 157.

SKonopezyhski, Kazimierz Pulaski, p. 335. (Writer's
translation).
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Turks gave Pulaski and his pitifully small group considerable
aid, but the Christian Western smbassadors stationed in 2
Turkey were unable to give or even promise any help. Travele
ling through the Balken countries toward Poland wes difficult
for the Poles, for they were oftentimes attacked despite
their Turkish guards. Understandably so, for not knowing
that Christian Poles were traveling under the protec-
tion of the Turkish pasha, Christlian Greeks, Montenegrinians,
etec., attacked their Turkish oppressors and their escorted
guests.

As 1t happened, Pulaski and his group were present =t
the Turkish defeat, the battle of Jenl Pazar on June 29,
1774, which ended the Russo-Turkish waer, During the course
of this battle, Pulaski lost 2ll the money end supplies
gathered for the new invasion of Poland, This "battle con-
vinced even the incorrigibly optimistic Casimir that his
hopes of securing liberation of Poland through a Turkish
army were in vain,"*

Pulaskl and his friends were now in 2 desperate situae
tion. They were zlone and poor in a defeated land, and there
was the strong possibility that the terms of the Russoe
Turkish pesce treaty would include the surrender of Pulaski
if he was still in Turkey. Disguised as & Tartar, and then
ag a "Mr. Romer®, Pulaskl was able to make his way to Smyrne
where he received assistance so that he could obtain passage

on & ship bound for Marseilles. This happened just in time

&ﬁanning. p. 169.
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for a Russian battleship appeared in the harbor of Smyrna and
demanded the surrender of Mr. Romer Just six hours after

Pulaski put out to sea.”

About the middle of October, Pulaski landed at Marseilles
and then, living as Mr. Romer, tried to recoup his finances.
He had lost his Polish estates; he had a number of large
debts from the Turkish flasco; and he had flive officers to
support. DBesides, it was lmpossible for him to find ap-
propriate work, for he had knowledge of only the military
and now, despite his fine reputation as a soldier, he was
also infamous as a condemned would-be regicide, thereby
making it impossible for him to get a commission in any
European service. Thus, as the months passed he grew deeper
and deeper in debt until he had accumulated a debt of over
12,000 pounds.

To make matters worse, he took to gambling.
Perhaps 1t was a relaxation; perhaps it
was in the vain hope that luck would favor
him and that he might somehow win enough
to cover the most pressing of his debts.

He was always disappointed. Yet it 1s in-
teresting to note that gambling was not
forbidden to the Knights of the Holy
Cross. It was the one vice that was not

mentioned in the code to whieh he had al-
ways remalilned true.

In October, 1775, the final blow fell, for Pulaski was
imprisoned for debt. If 1t had not been for the two Rossi
brothers, one of whom was a major in the French army, Pulaskil

could have remained in prison indefinitely. They shamed the

SIbid., p.172.

€Ibid., p. 177.
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emigre leaders of the Generaley into ralsing enough money to
pay Pulaski's debts which to & large extent were incurred
in the Polish cause, By November, Pulaskl left prison and
was guaranteed at least a modest living.

Pulaskl began to think then how to c¢lear his name and
how to remove the order of execution and somehow to have his
property restored. However, nothing came of his efforts in
this regard, for his case was ignored by the officials in
Poland. This probably would have been a great tragedy for
Pulaski had he not already found a new interest and cause.
It seems that he had definitely reconciled himself to the
hOpeieasneas of the Polish situation and his personal in-
ability to do anything about it and, belng struck with the
news of the Ametrican revolution, as was the rest of Europe,
he began to see a new opportunity for himself. It was evident
that the new and inesperienced army would be in need of
trained soldiers. Then too, it appears that Pulaski was
developing a great deal of sympathy for the Americans who
were beginning a difficult undertaking in the name of their
personal and national liberty.

It was a year before Pulaski had the opportunity to
make known his interest and when, in the summer of 1776,
Silas Deane arrived in Paris as a representative of the new
United States, Pulaski wroteto him. This letter was un-
answered, but when Benjamin Franklin arrived soon after,
Pulaski's request for an American commission and service
received much greater attention. Fulaski's name carried

with it numerous connotations which necessitated careful
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consideration on the part of Franklin. There was no doubt
about Pulaski's military record, but his name had not yet
been cleared of the regicide charge. Not that this would
mean much to the Amerlcans who were becoming more and more
anti-monarchical, but Franklin, in trylng to gain European
support, did not want to antagonize European courts which
were in a position to ald the recently declared revolution
and new natilon. Due to the recommendations of several
friends, including the famed Claude de Rulhiére,T Franklin
became convinced of the necessity of trying to secure
Pulaski's services. Decause only George Washington and the
Continental Congress could offer Pulaski a commission in
the American army, Franklin gave Pulaski passage on a ship
to America and a letter of introduction to Washington. The
letter read:

Count Pulaski, of Poland, an officer famed
throughout Europe for his bravery and conduct
in defence of the liberties of his country
against the three great invading powers of
Russla, Austria, and Prussia, will have the
honor of delivering this into your Excel-
lency's hands. The Court here have en-
couraged, promoted his voyage, from an opinion
that he may be highly useful to our service.
Mr. Deane has written so fully concerning
him that I need not enlarge; and I add my
wishes, that he may find in our armies un-

der your Exegllency occasion of distinguish-
ing himself.

¥With the help of the French government, Pulaski was able to
completely clear his financial record and then he began to

TRulhi®re was a French diplomat and historian. He was
the author of Histoire de l'anarchie de Pologne in 1807.

BLetter from Franklin to Washington, in a brochure The
Pulaskl Sesqul-Centennial. Jersey City, 1929.
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prepare for his departure for America. In America he un-
doubtedly hoped to accomplish two things. Still a young man,
only thirty, he would first try to restore his reputation agd
the family financial position. In a letter dated June 6,
1777, to his sister Anna, the nun, he expressed his ambition
to improve the lof of his family which had suffered so much
in the pest years.’ Then, as ever, dedicated to the fight
for liberty wherever it was to be fought, Pulaski wished to
aid the new country where it was possible for people to achieve
their rightful heritage. As he saiad:

I could not stoop before all the

sovereigns of Europe and so I came

to hazarg all for the freedom of

America.l0

Pulaskl saw France for the last time on June 13, 1777,

when he salled from Nantes aboard the Massachusetts, a ship
of the state navy of Massachusetts. During the forty-four
days of the voyage, it is possible to imagine some of the new
difficulties and challenges that were beginning to become
apparent to Pulaski for perhaps the first time. From the
very Catholic environment of Poland and even France, Pulaski,
the Knight of the Holy Cross, was moving into a c¢learly non-
Catholic, Protestant environment, an environment probably

much closer to that of the Dissidents whom he had opposed in

Poland. For the devout Pole, the absence of the succor of

9Konopezynski, Kazimierz PuZaski, pp. 366-67.

1°Letter from Count Pulaski to Congress, August 19, 1779,
in the Message from the President of the Unlted States Trans-

mitting Reports of the Secretaries of State, War, and the

Treasury respecting the services of Count Pulaski. Washington,
D. C., 188T7.
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his religion was undoubtedly his greatest hardship. Be-

sildes, Pulaskl had a language barrier. French, Italian, and
Tatar were of little use in the new English-speaking country.
Then too, it is understandable that Pulaskl came to

Americe with certain. natural attitudes and preconceptions
which he soon had to modify. First, there was the absence
of soclal differences which he, as a aount,ll would have to
accept. Secondly, he would have to reappraise much of his
military thinking and experience, which was geared to the
European and Polish situation., He would have to learn to
appreciate the vastness of American forests, the different
terrains, and the mentality of the American people. Thirdly,
perhaps

More disturbing than all these considera-

tions was the fact that he speedily learned

that there was a great difference between

the reality of the Revolution and the glor-

ious picture that Franklin was spreading so

industriously in France.l2

Pulaski was gradually introduced to all these problems

aboard the Massachusetts, but as we shall see, they did not
discourage him, for his first interest upon arrival in

America was to immediately request active service.

11p,1aski belonged to a Polish noble family having
the coat-of-arms of the night-heron. Kasper Nieslecki,
Herbarz Polski (Lipsk: J. N. Bobrowicz, 1841), p. 377.

ecause the Polish nobllity or gentry did not have titles,

and the Pulaskl family is not listed in the Prussian, French,
Austrian, or Russian catalogues of titles, the title "Count"
was most probably given to Pulaski as a courtesy title.
After all, he was a member of the nobility and in those days
onelhad to call a member of such a family by some kind of a
title.

12Manning, p. 201.
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CHAPTER THREE
CASIMIR PULASKI IN AMERICA

The British Coloniles in America Before 1776

Part of the revolutionary movement which dominated the
eighteenth century was the American Revolution., During this
Revolution thirteen British colonies broke away from the
motherland and formed an independent nation, the United States
of America. Although the Revolution gave the American
colonists political independence from Great Britain, the tiesi
of common language, customs, and ancestry were not easily
severed. This was 80 because Just before the Revolution, the
mazjority of the three million American colonial population
was of English origin, although there were large groups of
French, German, Scotch-Irish, Polish, Swiss, etc., ancestry.
These colonists were scattered along the Atlantic seaboard
within thirteen colonles.

The New England colonies were: Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. New England's
population of 700,000 was unusually homogeneous. "They were
generally alike in language, piety, and ways of thought."l

Emigration to New England was generally by English
groups which set up independent towns based on the English
medel which were the center of all soecilal, religlous, and
political activity. The inhabitants tended to be Furitans,

la11an Nevins and Henry Steele Commager, The Focket
History of the United States (New York: Pocket ﬁooﬁs,

» Do .
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and if they were not on arrival, they became Puritans.® Small
scale agriculture, {ishing, shipbuilding, and commerce were
the predominant livelihoods. Education was considered more
important in the New England colonies than in the other
colonies due in part tc the religious interest of wanting
to teach people to read the Bible.3 As a result, numerous
schools were founded, including Harvard College, Yale,

Brown, and Dartmouth.

The Middle Colonies were New York, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, and Delaware. They had a great diversity in populae
tion and in addition to the Hudson Valley Dutch, the Penne-
aylvania Germans, the English Quakers, and the Scoteh-Irish,
there were Jews, French Huguenots, etec. Although the great
majority of people lived on small, very productive farma,
there vere great manorial estates like those of the Van
Rensselaers, Cortlandts, and other aristocrats. Famming
was the chilef occupation, although manufacturing and come
merce soon developed and became significant. With the
growth of the cities, especially New York and Philadelphia,

a mixed and polished society began to appear. There tended

to be greater religious toleration in the Middle Colonies

and life in general was fuller and more pleasant than in

the New England colonins.u
The Southern Colonies were: Maryland, Virginia,

2John D, Hicks and George E. Mowry, A Short History of
American Democracy (Cambridge: The Riverside Press, ingI,
p- L

BIggd., p. 36,
4

Nevins and Commager, p. 41.
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South Carolina, North Carolina, and Georgla. Some of the
unique features of the Southern Colonies, especially Virginia
and South Carolina, were: they tended to be predominantly
rural with only the cities of Charleston and Baltimore being
of any importance; there was & prevalence of large self-
sufficient estates which created the plantation system;
and there was a sharp stratification of soclety into claaaes.5
The English were the majority group in the Southern Colonies
and they established the rural type of British government
and the Anglican Church, Besides the English, there were
over 300,000 Negroes living in the Southern Colonies. The
plantation system and the rich soil made agriculture very
successful and together with trade with England, which
made possible the exchange of agricultural products such as
tobacco and rice for expensive European luxuries like fine
clothes, wines, and furniture, they were the chief ocecupa-~
tions of the South.

Besides these three groups of colonies, there was the
colonial West, the "back-country,” which was continually
shifting westward in back of most of the older colonies.
Despite the hardships of frontier life, many flocked to the
newly opened regions because land was cheap and fertile, . In
fact, the Western drive was so strong that by the time of
the American Revolution, colonists had already made settle-
ments beyond the Appalachian Mountains in what is today
Kentucky and Tennessee., Frontier society was considerably

different from that of the older areas along the Atlantic

SIbid., p. 42.
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coast, for it was much wore cosmopolitan and democraﬁie.e

Yet in spite of the different 014 World backgrounds and
the varied colonial living conditions "that race now ealled
American have arisen.”! Even in colonial times, before the
formal eatablishment of an American state or nationality,
numerous American institutions and characteristics had made
their appearance. Among them were: general possession of
land, public education as originally sponsored by the Puritans
and Separatists, freedom of the press which was championed by
John Peter Zenger and Andrew Hamilton in 1735, and democracy
and ingenuity as practiced on the frontier - and many more.
With the development of these truly American elements, the
enlightened men of the late egighteenth century could begin
"to erystallize a truly indigencus American mind,"8

To a large extent the American colonists were free to
develop their own culture and unigue institutions because
from the early days of American colonial settlement, Great
Britain showed littlé interest in colonial development and
control. Although Oreat Britain believed in theory that the
colonies existed for the benefit of the mother country, and
that they should be aubje@t to any regulations that the
mother country should choose to make, it took & long time

SHicks and Mowry, p. 44,
TLeon H. Canfield and Howard B, Wilder,et al. The Makir

of %gggrn America (Cambridge: The Riverside Press, p
D .

S5tou Persons, Qgggiggg_uagggé A History of Id (New
York: Henry Holt and Company, 1958), D. 72.
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for a definite British policy or control to develop. In the
meantime the colonists enjoyed the British institutions of )
government and soon became very freedom=minded and political-
ly experienced.

With the British victory in the Seven Years'! War, the
American colonies were placed in a completely different
position. On the one hand, the War had relieved much 6f the
French and Spanish pressure on the colonies, thereby making
them less dependent upon British protection. Also, it demons-

trated that American colonists could fight as well as the
British, and it gave them some valuable training in fighting.g

On the other hand, the Seven Years' War had cost Great
Britain a great deal financially, and had given 1t new ter-’
rétories to govern. Therefore it decided that it was time
to regaln close control over the colonies, and that there
was no alternative to levying taxes on the colonists in

order to meet expenses.lo

Through the imposition of numerous measures, among them
the Navigation Acts and the Molasses Act, Great Britain be-
gan along the path of seriously regulating colonial trade to
harmonize with the prevalent mercantile theory. However, such
acts governing colonial trade and manufacture were only a
part of Great Brifain's more determined poliey of in-

creasing the control over the colonies so that they would

INevins and Commager, p. 68.

1°Howard H, Peckham, The War for Independence,

Military History (Chicago: Universify of Chicago Fress,
1958), p. 1.
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in fact be & part of a great British Empire. British ine
sistence that by law the colonies were part of the British
Empire was to be found

e« « o in the words of the Declaration Act
of 1766 that the colonies 'have been, are,
and of right ought to be subordinate unto
and dependent upon the Imperial Crown and
Parliament of Great Britain' and that
Parliament had 'full power and authority
to make laws and statutes of sufficlent
force and validity to bind the colonies
and people T{ America . « . in all cases
whatsoever.

The American colonists, as inheritors of the British
political tradition and "the rights of Englishmen," re-
sented any encroachments upon their independence by & pouwer
located thousands of miles away. The preservation of these
inheritances could have been achieved through the recoge
nitlion of the federal principle which would allow a certain
measure of decentralization, thus making possible the pre-
servation of local autonomy and authority. However, Great
Britain, dedicated to the maintenance and strengthening of
a centralized empire did not take the opportunity to create
a federal state., "

it was partly because of the inabllity
of men to preserve the balance between
them [Imperialism and Federalisq] that
the Revoluiéon occcurred and terminated
as it did.
When the British began imposing taxes as well as trade

regulations, the American colonists became extremely angry.

llyevins and Commager, p. T2.
12Randolph G. Adams, Political Ideas of the American
Revolution (New York: Barnes & Noble Inc., iﬁ;ﬁs, Pp. 39-40.



The American position was that, while Par-

liament eould legislate for the colenies,

taxes were a gift to the government from P

the people and could be levied only through

their direct representatives_- of which

they had none in Parliament.
The Americans seemed to be willing to accept external tax-
ation in the form of import duties but they were opposed to
internal taxation which they considered "taxation without
representation.” In the face of American opposition and
economic boycotting, Great Britain was forced to back
down several times from 1763 to 1775 and to make at least
mock deference to the American distinction between in-
ternal and external taxes.

Nevertheless, the imposition of the Revenue Act of
17€4, the Stamp Act of 1765, the Townsend Duty Act of 17€7,
the Boston Massacre of 1770, the Tea Act of 1773, and the
Intolerable Acts of 1774, all increased American resentment
to the point that the American Revolution did not occur i1n
1776, but rather, according to John Adams:

. « « the revolution was in the minds
of the people, and the union of the

colonies, both of which were accom-

plished before hostilities commenced.l4

And finally, because

. « « independence had long existed in
spirit in most of the essentlial matters

of colonial life . . . the British govern-
ment had only to seek to establish its
power over the colonlies in order to

arouse a desire for formal independence.15

13Peckham, Bhe 1=2

14Nevins and Commager, p. T73.

15Claude Halstead Van Tyne, The American Revolution
(New York: Harper & Brothers, Publishers, 1905), p.5.
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During the last ten years before the outbreak of the
Revoluticnary War, party lines grew more and more definite,.
with the need for the colonists to declide which side they
were goling to suppert. But even the radicals who agreed
that no concessions should be made to the British peint of
view did not all belleve that revolution and independence
were the only course that could be taken. Some of the moast
prominent radical leaders were: Thomas Jefferson, John
Adams, Benjamin Pranklin, and others. They‘were educated
writers and thinkers and, using meny of the arguments which
Justified the Glorious Revolution of 1688 in Great Britain,
they developed much of the American political phllosophy
that became the cornerstone of the Revolution and the new
republic, And because they were armed with an outstanding
political philosophy, and were able writers and publicists,
these radlcal leaders were capable of making thelr views
predominate. Thus the radicals soon gained control over
American affairs, and chose the path of independence; but
there was fully a third of the Amerlcan colonial population
which remained openly or secretly loyal to the mother country

even during the Revolution.16

The revolt against the British government was care-
fully planned, and was not a spontaneous movement.t! Several

steps preceded the actual Revolutionary War, which was only

18H10ks and Mowry, p. T6.
7Nevins and Commager, p. 85.
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the climax to the argument,
Perhaps the ultimate issue surprised
them . . . The goal might stlll have
been denied them by force, and there-
fore they turned from an appigl to
reason to an appeal to arms,

The first step in the movement toward lndependence was
severe rioting against British measures. Froperty and per-
sons were threatened,and organizations like the Sons of
Liberty sprang up to encourage resistance.

The second step was considerable economic boycotting
of British goods., Due to the stringency of the boycotting,
British imports dropped by almost a half in some colonies,
thus forecing the repeal of many of the unpopular acts.

The third step was the formation of committees of cor-
respondence, which were to explain to the other colonles, and’
to the world, what were the rights of the colonies, and how
they were being violated by Great Britain. Samuel Adams
was the principal lnstigator of the first committee in
Boston, and soon other committees were.formed in the other
colonies.

The fourth step was the formation of revolutionary
legislatures, and finally the First Continental Congress was
called in September, 1774. Delegates from every colony ex-
cept Georgia met, and they appealed to the king for liberty
and to have thelr wrongs righted. They also agreed not to
import or export to Great Britain until the abuses had been

corrected. This of course hurt the colonists as much as

the British, but they had determined at this First Continental

18peckham, p. 3.
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Congress to fight for their rights, but economically. In
addition, the Congress backed Massachusetts' opposition to -
the Intolerable Acts by declaring "that if force were used
against the people of that colony 'all Americans ought to
support them' in resistance.">?

The British answered the proclamations of the Continental
Congress by a Restraining Act, which further limited the
colonies' trade; and by an increased grant for British
military and naval forces in America. British General Thomas
Gage was commander-in-chief of the British forces in North
America, as well as governor of Massachusetts. In Boston,
a city of sixteen thousand, he was trying to police the
city and govern it with almost four thousand trOOps.QO Out-
side of Boston, and all over the country, military companies
were being formed and supplies were being bought and stored.
Neither side wished to start the war, but General Gage be-
lieved that the spring of 1775 would bring an attack against
his force in Baston.el In an attempt to prevent this attack
and an all-out war, General Gage decided to seize some il-
legal military stores at Concord, and two arch-conspirators,
Samuel Adams and John Haneock. On April 18, 1775, CGeneral
Gage sent eight hundred men toward Concord, but the country-
side was warned by Paul Revere. As a result, British Major
John Pitecairn and his men were met by a band of militiamen
at Lexington. A shot was fired, and soon seven militiamen

were dead, The British troops then marched on to Concord

19Nevins and Commeger,pp. 9l-92.

20?00'!?!8&, pp L 19-20 .
2lNevins and Commager, p. 92.
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and destroyed the military stores. All along the way backdv
to Boston, the British were attacked; they lost 272 men
during the march. The Battles of Lexington and Concord
had the result of uniting the colonies as never before.

Withln a few days, a great mass of patriot troops be-
sleged General Gage and his army in Boston, and all the
royal governments in the colonies were being overturned. By
May 10, 1775, the Second Continental Congress had met in
Philadelphia and had organized the "American Continental
Aymy," with George Washington in command. However, before
Washington took command, the famous Battle of Bunker Hill
was fought. On June 17, 1775, General Gage sent General
Howe to drive the Americans from Bunker Hill (Breeds Hill),
which was dangerously close to Boston. After two unsuc=-
cessful attacks, the third British attack was successful
only because the Americans had run out of ammunition and
had decided to retreat anyway.

British losses were considerably more than the American
losses. The Battle of Bunker Hill was significant because
it increased American confidence tremendously; it showed
that the American colonial soldiers could stand up to a pro-
fessional army without special equipment and training. It
was also important because it impressed upon the British for
the first time what the fighting American was like:

These People Shew a Spirit and Conduct

against us they never shewed against
the French . . . They are now Spirited



€3
up by a Rage and Enthusiasm as great
as ever People were possessed of, and
you must proceed in earnest or give

the Business up . . . The loss we have
sustained 1ls greater than we can bear,22

The American Revolutionary War

With the blows struck at Lexington and Concord, the
American Revolutionary War had begun. The confliet was to
last nearly eight years and many times the Patriot forces
came very close to total defeat. To continue as colonies
of Great Britain after the Battles of Lexington, Concord,
and Bunker Hill seemed impossible, nevertheless, the decision
fo declare complete independence was a difficult one. But
finally on June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee of Virginia
moved in the Continental Congress "that these United Colonies
are, and of right ought to be, free and independent states.," 23
Thomas Jefferson, BenJamin Franklin, and John Adams were the
ma jor contributors to the American Declaration of Independence
which was formally adopted on July 4, 1776. Now that American
independence had been proclaimed, it had to be won.

Great Britain and the new United States were greatly un-
equal in population, size and strength. Great Britain had

a population of about nine millionZ'

as oppesed to that of
the United States, which was about three million. Washington

seldom had more than sixteen thousand - sometimes only one

22Pcckham, p. 20,

2341cks and Mowry, p. 78.
au?eekham, p. 4.
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thousand poorly equipped and fed men in the fileld, while the

British had close to sixty thousand adequately supplied men“
who could in case of emergencies be supplemented with
"Hessians," Loyalists, or Indians.2? GOreat Britain had the
greatest navy in the world, as well as fine, regular profes-
sional armies, while the United States had practically no
navy and in general its army was composed of inexperienced
militiamen and volunteers. Then too, the United States had
tremendous difficulty in financing the war, whereas the
British had adequate gold to pay for all their needs.
Besides these disadvantages, the Americans had other
weaknesses, most significant of which was that all Americans
themselves were not united in the war effort against Great
Britain., As was previously mentioned, perhaps more than one
third of the Americaris were in sympathy with Great Britain.
This made recruitment, supply procurement, and finance all
the more difficult. Then as the war progressed, it became
obvious that the Americans were plaguesy with the same pro-
blems that harmed the Poles -~ lack of unity and central
authority. The Continental Congress had declared independ-
ence and a war, but it did not have the power to carry on a
war. It was not able to raise taxes, enforce a draft, etec.
Thus the states were free to contribute toward the cause as
they chose. And because of their distrust of Congress, and
their mutual Jealausy,26 cooperation, manpower, money, and

supplies were seriously lacking.

25Hieks and Mowry, p. 80.
26

‘Nevins':and Commager, p. 97.
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In the light of such huge difficulties, how was it
possible for the United 3States to win? First to be con-
sidered are the Eritish weaknesses which made American
victory possible., Undoubtedly, the fact that Great Britain
was fighting three thousand miles from home base was in part
responsible for its defeat. Then too, British military
leaders were quite ineffective.

Secondly, the United States was helped towards victory
by foreign aid, especially "France's assistance in all kinds
of supplies, in cash and loans, and finally in ships and
troops [whicl] was of immense and even decisive help."27
Also, several experlenced European military men came to the
United States, among them two Germans, Steuben and Kalb, the
Frenchman, Lafayette, and the two Poles, Kosciuszko and
Pulaski, who all performed very admirably in the American
cause.

Thirdly, and most importantly, the United States had
certain strengths which would not be beaten ultimately. There
were numerous persevering individuals who were completely
dedicated to the cause of American independence, and to the
principles of the Declaration of Independence. And "there
were enough of them - many not known by name - to keep the
country actively at war. They had pledged their lives fo
win, and they meant it."28 One of these individuals, George
Washington, was perhaps at the head of this indispensable

group. Then,at the core of the Continental army were a few

- 2Tpeckham, p. 202.
1p14,, p. 203.
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regiments whose valor and toughness vere completely superior
to the arigighag who fought mainly by reflex and out of
tradition., These American soldiers introduced a new cancep%
into war and into the motivation of a fighting man:
patriotism,30

After the Declaration of Independence, the Reveclutione
ary War moved into 1¢s second phase, which lasted from July,
1776, to June, 1778. The first year of the war, 1775-1776,
had showed few gains on either side, but the second year
prought four msjor campalgns: the British campaign against
New York, Washington's New Jersey campalgn, General Howe's
capture of the American capital, Philadelphia, and General
Burgoyne's disastrous march from Canada.

General Howe and his brother, Admiral Richard Howe, had
intended to end the war guickly by defeating Washington and
capturing New York City. Although General Howe was able
to seriously defeat Washington and his army at the Battle
of Long Island, he did not continue the attack long envugh.
As a result, Washington and the remeinder of the Continental
army managed to escape, but this meant that New York was
lost to the British for the rest of the war. However, not
long after, Washington recrossed the Delaware River, and in
a magnificent ten~day caumpalign secured New Jersey for the
Americans, Wemendously reviving Amerlcan spirits after the
Long Island defeat.

29R1chard M. Ketchum {ed.), The American Herit Book
of th volution (New York: American ﬁiritago Eus%isﬁing

Qas Cay 3 Pe 168-

3°Pcckham, p. 204,
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In May, 1777, General Howe, the captor of New York, de-
cided to attack Philadelphia. At the same time, General
Burgoyne was moving south along the Hudson River from Canada.
Washington tried to stop General Howe from taking Phila-
delphia by interception at Brandywine., However, he was de-
feated and the British moved into Philadelphia on September 11,
1777
Just as winter was closing in, Washington made a final
attempt to drive the British from Philadelphia by an attack
on Germantown. Th® foo was unsuccessful ané was followed
by a retreat to Valley Forge, the winter headquarters of the
Continental army. Indicative of the privation and starvation,
yet courageous endurance of those at Valley Forge was a remark
by Doector Albigence Waldo, who wrote:
I am ashamed to say 1t, but I am tempted
to steal Fowls if 1 could find them - or
even a whole Hog -~ for I feel as if 1
could eat one., But the Impoverish'd
Country about us, affords but little mat-
ter to employ a Thief -« or keep a Clever
Fellow in good humour - But why do I
talk of hunger & hard usage, when so
many in the World hagf not even fire Cake
& Water to eat . . .
Meanwhile General Burgoyne was meetfing severe resistance
in his south-bound New York campaign. It was finally cul-

minated by his defeat at Saratoga on October 17, 1777.

31A1bigence Waldo, "Life at Valley Forge (1777-1778).,"

American Histo Told by Contemporaries, ed. Albert Bushnell
Hart (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1898), II,
Part VIII, 571.
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The defeat of Burgoyne has been
called one of the declisive events
of the world's history, because :
‘it brought France into the wap,"32

The third phase of the war saw a shift from major en-
gagements in the North to engagements in the VWest, South,
and on the sea, In the West, through the efforts of George
Rogers Clark, and the capture of the British forts of
Kaskasklia, Cahokia, and Vincennes, the Patriots were able to
secure the entire northuweat territory for the United States,

After France entered the war in the spring of 1777,
Great Britain decided to shift the bulk of its campaigns to
the South where it was bellieved that there was more Loyalist
support. The American position appeared especially bad,
particularly after the British seizures of Savannah and
Charleston, and the failure to recapture Savannah, but
fortunately the Battles of Kings Mountain and Cowpens
helped to restore the balance.

On the seas and the Great Lakes, the United 3tates, with
the help of France, was able to raise 2 small fleet. The most
slgnificant naval victories were vwon by the father of the
American navy, John Paul Jones. Also, privateers contri-
buted to the American nﬁval effort. However, the operations
of the French and Spanish fleets were of more importance than
the generally impotent American navy and the various state
navies. French Admiral Jean Baptiste d'Estaing inter-
fered with the British attacks on the Atlantic states, and

32Ph111p Davidson, "Revolutionary War in America,"”
The World Book Encyclopedia, 34th ed., Vol, XIV.
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together with the Spanish fleet, was almost able to attack
Great Britain itself. Then in 1781, largely due to French .
Admiral Frangois de Orasse's fleet, which was stationed so
that British General Cormwallis' escape to the sea was cut
off, Washington was able to force British surrender at the
Battle of Yorktown.

The final campaign of the war was fought in Virginia,
where General Cornwallis had his army statloned. Because
later in 1781 General Cornwallis concentrated all his
forces on the Yorktown peninsula, Washington and Admiral
Grasse were able to win the Battle of Yorktown which ended
the Revolutionary War.

General Cornwallis' defeat need not have meant the end
of the Revolutionary War, because the British still had thirty
thousand troops in America who controlled the major c¢cities of
Charleston, Savannah, and New York. But it appeared that
Great Britain had had enough of war, and was willing to agree
to a generous peace treaty.

The final peace treaty which formally ended the Revolu-
tionary War was the Treaty of Paris of 1783. The treaty was
most favorable for the United States, and of course, its
basls was Americen independence from Great Britain. The
Revolutionary War had won American independence, and a signie
ficant change had taken place in Amerilcan soclety during 1t.33
Now the task was to forge a new, strong and independent

nation.

3330v1ns and Commager, p. 109,
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Casimir Pulaskil Under Washington's Command

At laat Pulaskl arrived in America. He landed at
Marblehead, Massachusetts, not much more than fifteen miles
from Bogton, on July 23, 1777. His arrival happened to co-
incide with 2 new military crisis, for British General Howe
had begun moving South from New York City in an attempt to
capture Philadelphia. At the same time General Burgoyne was
moving towards Albany after successfully attacking
Ticonderoga.

Pulaski first went to Boston, where he met with General
William Heath, the commander of that c¢ity. Then he set cut
for Washington's headquarters on Neshaminy Creelk, south of
Philadelphia. Carrying numerous letters of recommendation,
including a letter from Lafayette's 34 wife, 1t was possible
for Pulaski to be introduced to many prominent people.
Lafayette immediately became Pulaski's close friend, and per-
soﬁally presented him to Washington. It was from Washington
that Pulaskl learned that he could receive a commission only
from the Continental Congress, which at that time was meeting
in Philadelphia. 3Several persons, including Washington and
Lafayette wrote letters of recommendation for him to the
Continental Congress, and Pulaski himself wrote to the Congress
asking for & rank and a command which would make him sub-
ordinate only to Washington or Lafayette.35 The answer of

3“Lnfayette'a full name was Marie Joseph Paul Yves
Roch Gilbert du Motiler, Marquis de Lafayette. DNot only did
he contribute greatly to the American Revolution, but he
g%;$eg83#1arge part in the French Revolution, His dates are

35Hann1ng, p. 206,
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the Military Committee of the Continental Congress to
Pulaski's request was . .

that a compliance with these expecta-
tions would be as contrary to the pre-
vailing sentiments 1n the several states
as te the Constitution of oyp army and
therefore highly impolitic.

With this impasse, Congress decided to refer Pulaskl
back to Washington so that Washington, after further dis-
cussion with Pulaski, could suggest a specific position for
him. In a letter to Congress of August 28, 1777, Washington
urote:

Having endeavored . . . to think of some mode
of employing him [Pulaski] in our service,
there is none occurs to me liable to so few
inconveniences and exceptions, as the glving
him command of the horse . « . The Count
appears, by his recommendations, to have
sustained no inconsiderable military charac-
ter in his own country; and as the principal
attention in Poland has been for some time
past paid to the Cavalry, it ls presumed
this gentleman is not unacquainted with it

¢« « » This gentleman, we are told has been,
like us, engaged in defending the liberty
and independence of his country, and has
gacrificed his fortune in his zeal for
these objects. He deserves from hence a
title to our respect, that ought to operate
in his favour, as far as the good of the
service will permit; but it can never be
expected we should lose sight of this, 37

Days passed and still Pulaski heard nothing of his appeoint-
ment, He could do nothing but try to wait patiently and
put his time to good use by familiarizing himself with the

PlLetter of James Lovell, Member of the Military Committee,
to the Continental Congress, in Fulaski W Ameryce (Warsaw:
F. Hoesick Co., 1930), pp. V-VI.

37“3-““1“5, PR. 207"08.
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new country. Thanks to his numerous letters of introduction
from friends in France, he soon gained entrance into an ene
tirely new set of friends. Many of them, including Washington
and Lafayette, were Masons. Due to hils close agsoclation with
them and many other Masons, it is not at all improbable that
Pulaskl himself became a Mason. Ferbaps Pulaskl even became
a Mason while still in Europe.ss Most present-day Masonic
authorities are of the opinion that Pulaskl became a Mason in
America, however, they are still in need of that one piece of
written evidence testifying to his membership in a Masonie

10d$e.39 Reflecting that general opinion is the fact that
nunerous argiclesuo claim Pulaski as a Mason, and in fact

there are four Masonic lodges named after him taday.“l

- 38y4111am Stuart, "Pulaski, "The Builder, (February, 1926),

39Letter of Wendell K. Walker, Director of the Library
and Museum of the Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, of
the State of New York, to the Author, March 22, 1962, which
stated: "Although we should be glad to be able to claim him
(Pulask{] for a2 member, you will see from the enclosed mterial
that the available information is much less conclusive.," Also
a letter of Captain Franklin Kemp, Masonic hisborian, to the
author, March 30, 1962, included the following: "Masonic
authorities with whom I have contacted feel strongly that the
General was a Mason, although all are still aearching for that
one plece of evidence that will be in writing."

ue"?ulauki Day," The N January, 1937
George W, Baird, "Casimir Fu%asﬁf uilder, (May. 1917),
D . Gilbert Patten Brown, "The o Casimir

Pulaski," : (January, 1911), pp. 5-8.
W. R, Denslow, oun asimiy ulaaki, ﬁn,Tgouaanﬂ Famoup
giggga_ggﬁ, I1I, p. 307. Franklin Kemp, u anner,"
& (March, 1962), pp. 4G-51, wunam Stuart,
"FETEE&%"TF&&gJEg;;ggg, (Pebruary, 1926), pp. 42-45,
41The four Masonic lodges named after Pulaskl are located

in Pottsville, Pennsylvania; Pulaskl, Tennessee; Buffalo, New
York; ané Chicago, Illinols.
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Some reasons why presente-day historians can conclude

quite safely that Pulaskl beczme a Mason are: 3
First, as was mentioned, many of Pulaskil's closest friends
and benefactors were lMasons, and it 1s most probable that
they invited him to Jjoin thelr lodge and activitiles.
Secondly, although Pulaskl was a practicing Catholie,
he could have been a Mason, for although Masonry had been

banned by the Pope, knowledge of the bsn was not widespread.ug
In fact:
Daniel Caroll, brother of the first Ameri-
can bishop, was active in Masonry, and
apparently Bishop Caroll did not consider
the papal ban applicable tg this country
until sometime after 1800.%3
Thirdly, Pulaskl must have been conscious of Magonic
symbols, and they must have meant something to him, because
the symbol found on the banner used by his legion is similar
to the "Masonic all-seeing eye."
Fourthly, Lafayette, also a Mason, laid the corner-
stone for a monument to Pulaski with Masonie services in

Javannah, Georgia, on March 21, ‘.!.835."’4 It seems improbable

l‘";”mtsns.'u'ws;' was formally condemned by the Pope in 1738.
Masonry's lodges were "condemned for their religious
naturalism, not their atheism, for thelr immoral oaths, foy
their historic if technically unofficial anti-clericalism.

William J. Whalen, Christianity and American Freemason
(Milwaukee; The Bruce %usliséing co., %953!, D. %%%.
%31p4d., p. 103.

uu"Pulaski Day," The New Age, January, 1937, p. 5.
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that Lafayette, a contemporary of Pulaski, would have
agreed to Masonlc services if he had known Pulaski not to
be a Mason.

Fifthly, a respected nineteenth century Masoniec his-
torian, Robert Freke Gould, listed Pulaski as a member of
a military lodge in Georgia.45 Also, during this period of
inactivity, Pulaski worked to improve his English and be-
came more familiar with American military operations. He
especially noticed how inadequate the American cavalry was,
and how little importance was given to it. Undoubtedly, he
resolved to do something about it if he would ever have the
chance. However, he grew more and more impatient as he
saw that a major battle with the British was impending.
Washington, anticipating a battle in the defense of Phila-
delphia, moved his headquarters near the Brandywine River.

The forces of Washington and General Howe met on
September 11, 1777, at the Battle of Brandywine. Pulaski
still had not received a commission from the Continental
Congress, but after a day of disastrous fighting for the
Americans, hisimpatience reached the boiling point, and
Pulaski requested special permission frem Washington to
lead a small cavalry detachment. In broken English, French,
and Polish he made an effective charge against the British
and created a useful diversion which gave the Americans

more time for their withdrawal.

i
snobert Preke Gould, Military Lodges (London: 1899),
pp. 218-20.
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Evidently Pulaski's action at Brandywine made a favor-
able impression on the Continental Congress, for Just four -
days later, Congress voted to give him & commission, and
from Washington's new headquarters in Warwick Furnace, he
anncunced that

+ +« « the Hon-ble Congress have been
pleas'd to appoint C. Pulaski to the
command of the American Light Bgagoona
with the rank of Brig-r Gen-l.

As Pulaskil earlier recognized, the American cavalry was
in a terrible state. When he took over, there were only
727 men in four cavalry regiments, none of whom were well-
trained.u7 Previous to Pulaski's assumption of command of
these four regiments, they were under the command of four
¢colonele: Moylan, Bland, Seldon, and Baylor. The fact
that Pulaskil, a foreigner, was given command of these regi-
ments over the other officers was the source of future
trouble for him.

Before Pulaski had even begun to make any headway in
trying to reorganize the cavalry, Washington decided to
attack the British at Germantown. The result of this at-
tack on October 4, 1777, was another dismal failure for the
American forces, and Pulaskl

. « « wWas able to do practically nothing
in covering the American armies even in

their rsgroat after an unsuccessful
attack.

TOyashington's Orders, Vol. III, fol. 308, quoted in
W¥adysdaw Wayda, Pulaski W Ameryce, p. VII.

MTHarming, p. 216.
%81p14., p. 218.
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Although there is 1little information about Pulaski's part in
the Battle of Germantown, some forty years later it gave riaa
to a peculiar controversy. In 1822, a book entitled Sketchég

Of Life And Cerrespondence Of lathaniel Greene, Mojor General
Of The Armies Of The Revolution, by Judge William Johnson,

charged that Pulaski, who was to command a patrol, was found
asleep in a farmhougse by wWashington. And it was only due to

policy, and a regierd for the rank and misfortune of the

offender, that caused Washingtan'to suppress the fact.49

However, Paul Benbalbuﬁo refuted this by seying first:
He who deems himself to vindicate the

fame of the injured Pulaskl, 1s one of

his surviving officers - one whose

pride it ever shall be to have served

his country under that celebrated com-
mander ang the greatest partisan of

his time.ol

Further, Bentalou added that Judge Johnson's statement was
false and that had the incident ccecurred, Washington would

have most certainly mentioned it.-> Then later, after

49wi111am Johnson, Sketeches of Life and Corvespondence
of Nathaniel Greene, Major Generzl of the Armles of the Hev~
ciution, harieston, 18 s De O30

50pgul Bentalou was a Frenchman who also came Lo fight
for American independence. He was Pulaski's closest friend
in America and was a captain in Pulaski's legion.

51Pau1 Bentalou, "Pulaski Vindicated from An Unsup-
ported Charge." The Magazine of Higtopy, VIII (1g09) 17.

““Ipid.
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Lafayette's visit to America in 1824, Bentalou wrote that
he

« « «» put the guestion whether Lafayette

had ever heerd Washington or anyone else

say that Pulaski had been found asleep by

Washington and that the 111 success at

Germantown vwas principaily ascribed to

that Circumstance . . . He (Tafayette]

answered, "No, never.” 53
Thus it appears that Judge Johnson's charge was rash and un-
substantiated.

With the defeat at Germantown, operations for the
winter of 1777 came almost to an end. With the exception
of short scouting expeditions and occasional harrassment of
British troops near the front lines, Pulaskl was free to
begin his major task of reorganizing and training the cavalry.
Washington had chosen Valley Forge for the winter guarters,
and for a few weeks Pulaski and his men were stationed
there. Evidently Pulaski stood out among the men at Valley
Forge, for Doctor Albigence Waldo wrote:

Count P., general of the horse, is a man
of hardly middling stature, sharp counten-
ance and lively air . . . he 1s greatly
respected and admired for his maztial
skill, courage and intrepildity.>

From the letters Pulaski wrote to Washington during
the winter of 1777 we can get a good idea of the problems
Pulaski was facing. In December, 1777, he wrote to

Washington:

53pau1 Bentalou, " A Reply to Judge Johnson's Remerks,”
Horth American HReview (1826), p. 10.

54A1bigenee wWaldo, Magazine of History and Biography,
clted by WXadys¥aw Konopcez i, Razimierz Pudaski, p. 1.
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I make no doubt but your Excellency is
acquainted with the present ineffective
state of the cavalry. In this situation
it cannot be appropriated to any other ser-
vice than that of orderliles, or reconnoiter-
ing the enemy's lines, which your Excel-
lency muast be persuaded is not the only
service expected from a corps, which, when
on a proper footing, is so very formid-
able . . . What has greatly contributed
te the present weak state of the cavalry
was, the frequent detachments ordered to 55
the sulte of general and other officers . . .
Further, Pulaski described and enumerated suggested changes
and badly needed eqguipment and Bupplies.56
Besldes the problems involved in supplying and training
the men, Pulaskl had difficulty in trying to coordinate the
four previcusly separated regiments. Because they were
raised in different partes of the country and bad had dif-
ferent commanders, they were somewhat suspicious and jealous
of their new commander; especilally because he was a foreigher.
Pulaski had the most trouble with a Colonel Stephen Moylan,
who instigated conslderable dissatisfaction and ill-feeling
in the cavalry.§7 fulaski, although understanding resent-
ment against a foreigner beling placed in charge, nevertheless
seemed somewhat hurt and disturbed by it, for he wrote to his

friend Rulhidre in France: "they do not like foreigners

S5Letter from Brigadier-General Pulaski to CGeorge
Washington, December, 1777, in Corre
Aevolution: Being Letters of
‘rom ihe iime of His Taking ]
iis Presidency, ed. Jared Spar

ompany, 1053), II, 53-54,

*Ibig.

STManning, p. 222.
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here and they put up with them only when they are nescessary.” 58
Around the end of December, the conditions at Valley
Forge became so bad that even no fodder could be found for
the horses. Therefore Washington ordered Pulaski to take
his men to Trenton, where it was hoped better condltions
would prevail. Unfortunately, Trenton also was badly off,
80 Pulaskl was forced to split up his regiments and send
them %o the nearby towns of Flemington and Pennytown. Here
Pulaskl continued his work of drilling the officers and men,
introducing new regulations such as practiced in the King of
Prussia's army, trying to obtain supplies and eguipment, and
he even desligned a new saddle for his men. Pulaakl also
tried to recrult more men for hls cavalry, but without assur-
ance of being able to pay salaries, he was not successfiul.
But, at least in one respect, the change from Valley Forge
to Trenton and the environs was not much of an improvement,
for Pulaskl complained to Washington that:
We have not gained much by changing our
quarters, in camp (Valley Forgd) the cavalry
received Fum from time to time, here we
bhave none. I hope, my General, that when
you give orders for furnishing the infantry
with means for making themselves merry, you
will not leave the cavalry in the dumps. 59
Despite Pulaski's difficulties 1n trying to supply and
train his men, his biggest disappointment was that the
Americans in general underestimated the service whiceh could

be rendered by the cavalry, and as a vesult, neglected it.

58Letter of Pu
espondence du :
‘ raris: oSoclete His q ;
> P 35. (Writer's translation).

59Letter from Pulaskl to Washington, in VWayda, PuZasiki
W _Ameryce, p. XXI.

laski to Rulhidre, February, 1778, in
Zenere C Lid P 351 avec cm

41,
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Pulaskl stated his idea of what the cavalry should be in a
letter to Washington which said:

The cavalry in an army generally forms & sepa-
rate division, and has greater privileges
than the infantry, which the honor of the
service exacts; but here I find it is the
contrary. Not that I aim at & superiority
over the rest of the army, but am desirous
of having Jjustice done the corps I command.
It is my duty. For my own part I wish to

be subject to your Excelleney's order only,
agreeably to my reqguest upon entering the 60
gervice, which is the limit of my ambition.

Evidently Pulasikkl'as plea dld not make much of an impression
upon Washington, who was tervifically overburdened.

Pulaski continued his struggle, but spring finally found
him without the large and well-tralned force that he hoped to
have. Also about this time (spring of 1778),1t appears that
Pulaskl became very discouraged with his efforts and the pre-
Judice against him because he was a foreigner and did not
know the language well. He wrote to Rulhiére that:

My intention is to lead my corps to (General
Washington and to remit them to him and to
leave for Euruga, perhaps I shall change uny
plan, buf at this moment, I am nearly
decided.Cl
In the meantime Pulaski took part in a battle with General
Anthony Wayne, who afterward sald of Pulaskl that he
. « » behaved with his Usual Bravery having
his Own with four Other Horse wounded - the
little handful of Infantry who had an Oppor-
tunity of Engaging behaved with a Spirit

that weuég have done Honour to the Oldest
Veteran.

saLctter from Pulaskl to Washington, in Sparks, Corres-
pondence of the American Revolution . . . , p. 56.

6lietter from Pulaski to Rulhidve, in Correspondencs
du Général Pulaski . . . , p. 37.  (Writer's translation).

®2Manning, p. 238.
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After the battle of Haddonsfileld, Pulaskl retained his
determination to resign his position as "commander of the
horse," however, he changed his mind about returning to
Europe. Pulaski evidently felt he could be of more use in
a different capacity.
This act proves the disintereséed disposi-
tion of this good man. Entrusted with high
position, he returned his commission so soon
as his conduct and services in that capacity,
in his judgment, did not promote perfect
harmony and entire good will among the
advocates of his adoption - so soon as he be-
lieved there were other circumstances under
which his knowledge, experlience, and Ilnfluence 63
might be more efficiently and acceptably employed.
And it 1s significant that Washington did not accept Pulaski's
resignation until Pulaski had been given permission to under-
take a new mission by the Continental Congress. Washiling-
ton personally took it upon himself to write to the president
of the Continental Congress, Henry Laurens, so as to obtain
permission for Pulaski "to raise an independent corps com-
posed of 68 horse and 200 foot," and to retain his "rank as
Brigedier General to which he 1s entitled owing to his General
Character and particular disinterestedness on the present

64

occasion.” On March 28, 1778, Congress granted Pulaski

this permission.

63charies C. Jones, "Casimir Pulaski,” Collections
%%5the Georgia Historical Society, III (February 13, 1B71),

64Letter from Washington to Henry Laurens, March 4,

1778, in Wayda, Pufaski W Ameryce, p. XXX,
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The Pulaskl Legion

With his newly obtained permission to found an 1n§ependi
ent Legion, Pulaskl would have a free hand to try out his
Buropean theories of warfare and training and put hls unigue
experienee to use. He could recrult whom he chose, with the
gxception of prisoners of war, who often proved unreliable.
He was especilally pleased because Washington gave him per-
mission to name his own officers. Most of those chosen
were Europeans, because communication was easier, and be-
cause they were familiar with European military systems,

Pulaski's friend, Bentalou, became & captain, and his personal
aide. John 21@11n5k165 was first maede a lieutenant in the

Legion and later he was promoted to captain., BMichael Kamacz56
was commissioned as colonel commandant and "Master of
Exercises” of Pulaski's Legion. And as paymaster and captain,
Pulaskl chose Joseph Baldaskz.ﬁ?

€521¢14n8kl was a velative of Pulaski's and an officer
in the Confederation of Bar. "He was another Pole who died
on the field of glory, for the freedom of America. He ex-
pired on September 25, 1779, during the southern campaign of
the Legion, but the circumstances of his death are not clear.”
Miecislaus Haimen, Polag% and th American Revolutionary Wer
(Chicago: Polish Homan Ca

6614 is unknown whether Kowacz was & Pole or a Hungarian,
but he was an officer in the old Prussian army before coming
ggigmerieaéT He was killed before Charleston on May 11, 1779.

8 p, B

6?Ba1desk1’a nationality is unknown. Previous to coming

to America he served in the French army. He figures promin-
ently in Pulaski's money troubles with Congress and because
later charges were made by members of Congress reflecting
on his reputation, he resigned his commission in disgust.

Ibid., p. 36.
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In April, 1778, Congress appropriated $50,000 for the
Legion, however because this money wes received in payments,
it was impossible to supply the men immediately as Congreas“
had specified. Each man in the Legion was to receive $150,00
worth of equipment, which was to include & carbine, cap,
pair of trousers, ccat, two pairs of stoeckings, two pairs of
drawers, three palrs of shoes, cartridge box; and the cavalry
men in addition were to have a lance, boots, saddle, bit,
currycomb, closk, saddlebags =znd a halter.

Baltimore, Marylsnd, wes selected as the training heade
guarters and efforts were made to enlist men, so that the
Legion would be increszsed to the number specified by Congress
of 266 men., Pulaski was very successful, and in about a
month and a helf he had over 330 men.

During Holy Week, Pulaski went to visit his wounded
friend, lLafayette, who was being cared for by the Moravian
nuns.68 And, strangely enough, although there are nc re-
cords of Puleski attending any Catholic services in America,
there is a record of Pulaski attending a Holy Thursday
service of the Moravian Church 69 and then returning to
attend another service a month later, At that time Pulaski
obtained & banner, which became the standasrd of the Pulsski
Legion., On the one side of the banner are the letters

“7.3." and in a eirele around them are the words "Unitas

OOThe Moravisn nuns are not nuns in the strict sense of
the word, for although they were unmarried women living to=-
gether in community snd following many different cccupa=
tions, they were free to leave or marry and they took no vous
similar to Cathollec nuns,

69The Moravian Church is an old Protestant churech which
was founded in Bohemia by the followers of John Hus in 1457.
The first Moravian Church was established at Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, in 1735.
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Virtus Foreior.” 70 On the other side in the center is the
all-seeing eye with the words "Non Alius Regit." 71 The
banner was originally crimson silk, and the designs were
embroidered in yellow silk thread. The faded banner is now
to be found at Baltimore in the possession of the Maryland
Historical Socilety.

The Pulaski banner was made famous by the following
poem of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow:

HYMN OF THE MORAVIAN NUNS OF BETHLEHEM
AT THE CONSECRATION OF PULASKI'S BANNER

When the dying flame of day

Through the chancel shot its ray,

Far the glimmering tapers shed

Faint light on the cowled head;

And the censor burning swung,

Where, before the altar, hung

The crimzon benner, that with prayer

Had been consecrated there.

And the nuna' sweet hymn was heard the while,
Sung low, in the dim, mysterious aisle.

"Take thy banner! May it wave
Proudly o'er the good and brave;

When the battle's distant wail

Breaks the sabbath of our vale,

When the clarion's music thrills

To the hearts of these lone hills,
When the spear in confliet shakes,

And the strong lance shivering breaks.

Take thy banner! and beneath

The battie-cloud's encireling wreath,
Guard 1t, till our homes are free!l
Guard it - God will prosper theel

In the dark and trying hour,

In the breaking forth of power,

In the rush of steeds and men,

His right hand will shield thee then.

70 It meansa"Union Makes Valor Stronger.” On the banner
323 ugrd :Forcior was misspelled, It should have been
ortior.

Tire means, "No other Gogerns."
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Talke thy banner! But when night
Closes round the ghastly fight,
If the vanguished warrior bow,
Spare him! By our holy vow,
By our prayers and many tears,
By the mercy that endears,
Spare him! he our love hath shared!
Spare him! A4s thou wouldst be spared!
Take thy banner! and if e'er
Thou shouldst press the soldier's bier,
And the muffled drum should beat
To the tread of mournful feet,
Then this crimson flag shall be
Martial cloak and shroud for thee!”

The warrior took that banner proud,
And it was his martial cloak and shroud!

Strangely enough, a controversy has arisen over the
origin of the banner. OSome say that 1t was given te Fulaski

for his Legion by the Moravian nuns in gratitude for his
protection.’2 Others say that Pulaski, on his first visit

to the Moravian nuns, noticed thelr beautiful embroidery
and asked them to make a standard for his Legion and paid
them for 1t.73 However, the most probable explanation is
that which iu upheld by the testimony of Bentalou, who

stated that some patriotically motivated Baltimore ladies

caused the standard to be made and given to the new eorps.Tu
In June the theater of war shifted, and the British be-

gan to consolidate their forces by having CGeneral Howe and
his army evacuate Philladelphia and move back to New Yark;
Washington pursued and attacked them; however at the battle
of Monmouth, Washington found it impossible to stop them.

7§Kemp, p. 51.
T3Manning, p. 254.
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Pulaski, hearing of thls new encounter, was more im-
patient than ever to have his Legion completely ready so
that 1t could take part in the summer campaign. However,
the Legion was still short of supplies, and in order to get
them quickly, Pulaski paid for them out of his own funds.
Somehow his financial situation had improved and he ob-
tained a considerable sum from Poland which made a $16,000
cutlay possible. Congress was obligated to return the
amount to Pulaski, but the fact that Pulaskl was not interes-
ted in paper work,and did not keep receipts and fill out the
proper forms, caused long disputes with Congress, which re-
fused to accept bills that were not in the proper form.

In addition to money problems, Pulaski experienced
numerous complaints against the discipline of his troops.
Pulaski, often seeing his troops hungry and inadequately
supplied, allowed his men to requisition supplles from the
civilian population and make payment in depreclated con-
tinental currency. If the people refused to sell the sup-
plies, Pulaski allowed his soldiers to conflscate them accord-
ing to European war laws.

Of course there were many who protested such methods
but Pulaski's attitude was that if hilis soldlers were willing
to fight and die for American liberty, then the populagion
could at least be willing to supply them. And because he had
no sympathy for indifferent civilians who refused to help the
Patriots but yet sold to the British, Pulaskl tended to
ignore the complaints against his soldiers. Undoubtedly
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though, at times Pulaski's soldiers probably did exceed his
orders to requisition only what was needed.

The whole problem reached the point that finally, just
before Pulaski was to leave for a campalgn, he was arrested
as being responsible for his mens' requisitions. The case
was appealed to Congress, and alithough Congress upheld
Pulaski's action, it also insisted that military officers
must recognize civilian authority and property.

By the end of July, Pulaski had his Legion ready: it
only had to be approved by Congress., Although the Legion
received Congressional approvai, it was weeks before an
assignment was given it because of a mix-up between the
civilian authority, Congress,and the military authority,
Washington.

Whenever Pulaskl was plagued with waiting and inactivity
he begama despondent, and in an attempt to spur Congress into
some decision on behalf of his Legion, he wrote a letter
which inecluded the following remarks:

I am a vrepublican which the love of glory
and the honour of supporting the Liberty
of Union drew hither. I blush tho to

find my self languishing in a state of in-
activity animated with the zeal of servir

[serving] ye . . . 4]
Finally after six weeks of walting, Pulaski and hils

Legion were ordered to put themselves under the comuund of
Major General Lord Stirling in New Jersey. In the mean-
time, the British had started a new attack on the New Jersey

To8etter from Pulaski to Congress, October 17, 1778,
in Wayda, Pulaski VW Ameryece, p. AXXVIII.
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coast, and as a result, Washington ordered Pulaski to Egg
Harbor instead. Due to several miscalculations, and the
treachery of a Lieutenant Gustaw Jullet, a deserter, a
British surprise attack considerably decimated Pulaski's
infantry. Agaln Pulaski was required to make a fresh start,
at least as far as his infantry was concerned. But by a new
recrultment, he was able to bring his infantry back to
normal size.

By that time winter was again growing near. Washington,
in an attempt to find a place that could supply food and
fodder for the Legion, and at the same time had need of the
Legion's protection, chose the Minising settlement on the
Delaware River in New Jersey. Pulaski hoped that this new
frontler mission would prove more successful than the New
Jersey defeat, and that his Legion would distinguish itselfl
by protecting the settlers from the Indians. However
Pulaski soon learned that the forest was no place for the
cavalry, and that his mounted patrols which searched for
the enemy were of little use there, Thus Pulaski and his
Legion could do nothing except wait for a ralding party which
might occaslonally appear.

Again confronted with inactivity, supply troubles, and

new possibilities,76 Pulaski wrote to Washington and Congress

750apta1n Kotkowskl, a former officer in the Confederation
of Bar, Joinetd Pulaski at Minising and suggested that due to a
change in the Polish situation there would be better use for
Pulaski's services in Poland than in America. It seems he
tried to persuade Pulaski to give up his American service.
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that he wished to resign his commission and return to Europe.
Washington gave Pulaskl permission to leave his Legion and
go to Philadelphia, and Brigadier General Edward Hand’7 took
over Pulaski's position.

Not long after Pulaski's return to Philadelphia, ¢s-
pecially after hearing about the new British campailgn which
was to taka place in the south, Pulaski changed his mind
about leaving America, for he wrote to Congress that:

I have given ay reason to the General of
the army for which I had a Mind to de~

part for Zurope, but this ls not at this
Time when I am in some eactivity. I love
Deteer a8 in the emase of freston.Td |

Before the end of autumn of 1778, as part of the neu
British southern campaign, Savannah, Georgia, had been
selzed, and it was expected that in the spring Savannah
would be the base of operations for a campaign to recover
all of the southern states. This meant a Uremendous new
pressure was beginning to be formed agalnat the Americans,
far'Waahingtonvamulé not break up his army and send a part
of it to strengthen Southern forces without tempting the
British, who were bottled up in New York, to march into the
poorly protected New England states. Therefore there vwas a
groat need for new units to march to the South.

Washington, reslizing that Pulaski'’s infantry was out
of place on the frontier, and that his cavalry was degenerating

TTBrigadier Edward Hand was much more suited for the
frontier post than Fulaski for he had considerable experience
fighting Indians.

TBLettar from Pulaski to Congress, December 4, 1778, in
Wayda, Pufaski W Ameryce, p. LV.
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due to inactivity in Phlladelphia, decided to order them to
take part in the southern campaign. Pulaskl was made sub-
ordinate only to the commander-in-chlef of the South, General
Lincoln, and although the order came through to move on
February 2, 1779, it was not until March 28, that Pulaski was
able to start. The delay again was due to Congress, which
had postponed appropriations of money for enlistments and
supplies.

Before leaving, Pulaskl had hoped to have the matter
of the Leglon's previous debts settled with Congress, but
again there was so much procrastination that his paymaster,
Captain Baldeski, bhad to remain in Philadelphia to try to
straighten out the matter. Not until after Pulaski's
death was 1t ever completely settled.

As always, a new campaign and much activity raised
Pulaski's spirits and during the 450 mile march from Phila-
delpBia to Charleston, South Carclina, spring had arrived in
full forece. The southern country probably reminded Pulaski
very much of the countryside near his home in Poland, but
he did not have much time to reminisce, for Charleston was
in a critical position.

The British army under General Prevost was approaching
Charleston, and the greater part of the city's inhabitants
were of the opinion that the town should be surrendered. It
was bellieved that the Congress had abandoned the South and
that General Willliam Moultrie, in charge of the troops
around Charleston, could not possibly hope to hold off more
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than one thousand British scoldiers. But the loss of
Charleston would be a serlous detriment to the American war
effort, for Charleston was one of the largest southern cities
and was strateglcally located.

During this period of indecision within Charleston as
to whether or not it would be wiser to surrender, Pulaski
and his 150 men arrived. Learning of the prevalent opinion
of surrendering Charleston, Pulaskl and Colonel John Lauren,
son of the former FPresident of the Continental Congress,
barged in on a meeting of the Governor and his Council.
Pulaskl frankly forbade the surrender of the city and
offered and insisted upon defending it. Evidently Pulaski's
determination had its effect, for it was declded that the
city would resist.

Then, while enthusiasm remained, Pulaski and his Legilon
attacked the advancing British. The British forces were
much larger and they practically demdished the Legion's in-
fantry. DNevertheless, the attack was significant because it
showed that Americans would take the offensive to protect
the 3South despite mmericallv inferior forces.

Not long after this battle, General Prevost inter-
cepted a message from General Lincoln that the Americans
with 4000 men were advancing to help Charleston. In the
face of such large American reinforcements, General Prevost
had no cholce but to retreat.

Here, for the first time since the battle of Brandywine,
did Pulaski receive any recognition. Hls Legion, although
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tremendously reduced as a result of 1its aection, had per-
formed well and to the credit of Pulaski's faith in its
bravery and the training he had given it. In fact, to
Pulaski was attributed the saving of Charleston and the re-
instatement of American honor by daring to attack a larger
force. As a result, Pulaski became the herc of the hour and

was admitted to the inner military circles.Tg
The only thingswhich marred his success were reports

from Philadelphia that repeated attacks were being made
against his honor and honesty in relation to the expenses
incurred in supplying the Legion. In Pulaski's last letter
to Congress he attempted to clear up this misunderstanding:

Every information from the Northward that
has reached me since departure from there,
strengthen my opinin ?gpinioéi s indeed -
convinces me that there is some malignant
Spirit constantly casting such an in-
penetrabile [}mpenetrablé) mist before your
eyes as to render it impossibile (Qmpossible]
for you to see and Jjudge of my conduct with
propriety as belongs the character of
Gentlemen in your Exalted Nations . . .

I have lately received a letter from my
family advisingﬂthat they dispatsched
[dispatched] 100,000 livres in hard money

to me, should it fortunately come safe,

the pleasure to me will be truly great to
repay you to the utmost farthing the whole
charge of my Legion. Change you then your
opinion of one foreigner who from his en-
trance into your servive [service) has never
cause to be pleased . . . The campaign is

at hand, perhaps I may still have occasion
of sheving [showing] that I am friend of

the cause without being happy gaough to
please some individuals . . .

79Mann1ng, p. 290.

eoLetter from Pulaskl to Congress, August 19, 1779,
in Wayda, PuZaskil W Ameryce, p. LXVII-LXXI.
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Pulaski At Savannah

The situation in the South had dramatically changed 1n"
favor of the Americans. The British steadily retreated and
lost all but their original base of Savannah. During this
time, Pulaskl had been traveling with General Lincoln as
part of the American push toward Savannah.

While on patrol on the Georgia coast, a French soldier
came to Pulaski with & message from Count Charles Hector
d'Estaing, who was the leader of a squadron of thirty-two
gships which had been sent to help the Americans after the
French-American treaty of alliance. After considerable
success against the British in the West Indies, he had heard
about the American situation in the South and decided that
he would try to help the Americans rid the British from
their last bastion in the South. However, because of the
approaching winter and his wish to return to France before
then, Count d'Estaing was in a hurry to attack.

While establishing contact with Pulaski, who was at
the head of the advance force of General Lincoln's southern
army, he ordered the disembarkation of his 3500 troops and
the placement of guns around the city of Savannah. Be-
lieving impetuously that the French alone could force the
surrender of the British, Count d'Estaing had the city bombarded
and then demanded that it surrender. General Prevost asked
for time to consider the decision, but in the meantime
British Lieutenant Colonel Maifland, with his eight hundred
men, managed to get past the French gun posts and reinforce
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the city. With this additional support, General Prevost re-
fused to surrender. Immediately the British began a fast -
and furious project of fortifying the city, and despite con-
tinued French bombardment, the British defenses grew
stronger. Finally Count d'Zstaing realized that he nad to
have American help.

Pulaskl was contacted, and he in turn Informed CGeneral
Lincoln of the Fremch situation. However, not until the
end of September were all the American and French forces
united for an attack against Savannah.

In appraising the strength of both sides, the Americans
and the French definitely had the advantage. There were
3500 French troops, and 1500 American troops® and together
they had fifty-three guns, fourteen mortars and the support
of the French fleet which was anchored not far from 3Savannah.
The British had only 2400 men, with no possibility of re-
inforcements, but they did have seventy-six guns.

At first the French and Americans thought they could
takke the ¢ity by intensive shelling. but when after three
days the British seemed Just as adamant as ever in their
refusal to surrender, the plans vwere revised. Instead it
was decided that there was to be a full-scale attacl- tn
Cetober Oth against the c¢ity.

The assault was to take place in the following way:
first, there was to be a major attack on the southwestern
slde of the city by Count d'Eataing and 2200 men: second,
all the cavalry, French and American, was to be under

8lpeokham, p. 124.
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the command of Pulaski and was to follow the French infantrys
third, the American infantry was to follow Pulaskits
cavalrys fourth, French General Hugger with 500 men was to
make a diversionary attack on the opposite side of the city
in order to confuse the Eritish. What was not in the plan,
but which actually occurred, wag that a deserter, James
Currie, informed the British of the American and French
plan of attack, And, belng completely forewarned, the
British confidently prepared for the attack in the right
places.

As a result, from the very beginning of the attack
things went wrong for the Americans and the French. As
soon aa their troops began to run into the direct fire of
the British, it was obvious that the French and Americans
had fallen into a trap. Complete chaos arose. 7o make
matters worse, Count d'Estaing was wounded, and his officers
could do nothing to restore the confidence of the French
troops who had led the attack.

Up to this time the cavalry had relatively little to
do, for according to plan, it was to follow the French in-
fantry, which had not yet made any great progress., After
Pulaski heard that Count d'Estaing was wounded, and his
troops had become panicked, he rushed to the front, and ac-

cording to Major Rogowski,32 the following occurred:

8§§ajor Rogowski was supposedly an officer of Puleski's
Leglon. However, present-day Polish hilstorians gquestion his
authenticity. The problem of Rogowski's existence 1s dis-
cussed in some detall in Haimants Poland and the American
Revolutionary War.
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Pulaski, seeing an opening between the

enemy?s batteries, decided with his Legion

and part of the Georgla cavalry to charge

into the center of the city and in this
manner confuse the enemy and cheer up the
inhabitants. General Lincoln approved this
plan and after calling upon God's help

Pulaski shouted "forward” and we, two

hundred strong, rode after him at a gallop

so that the earth shook under us. The first
two minutes went well. We hurrled like knights
into the danger, but as we passed the gap be-
tween the two batteries, a crossfire like a
shower confused our ranks. I looked, paine
ful moment which is ever to be remembered!
Pulaski was on the ground., I Jjumped from ny
horse, thinking that perhaps his wound wasg

not serious, but, great misfortune, a shot

had hlt his leg and the blood was alsc flowing
from his chest, probably from another wound.

As I got %o my knees and tried to 1ift him

he said in a faint voice, "Jesus, Mary,
Joseph." Further I do not know becauae in

the same moment & carbine shot wounded me . . .83

With the subsequent fallure of the American infantry to
get past the southern Briltish defenses, the attack was called
off. It had been a dismal fiasco. Pulaski was carried off
the field, and from this point there are two versions as to
what happened,

One version described Pulaskits death and burial in the
following manners

Mrs. Beecroft . . . witnessed with her mother,
the arrival at Greenwich, during the day of
the battle, of a litter containing a wounded
man . . « they were socn after informed that
it was Count Pulaski. Pulaskl 1is repre=-

sented to have suffered much from his bleed-
ing wound and languished but a few hours

BBMaciej Rogowski,

Rotmlistrza Konfederacji | ep 5
olskie], 1)s DD -16. (Writer's translation.)
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when were heard the faint expiring struggles,
mingled with the lamentations of the sure
rounding friends of that devoted, gallant,

and patriotic soldier - "Pulaski, the beloved
Pulaski, is no more." This sad event occurred
at night, and his comrades, anxious to Join
their companions of éQe flieet, determined on
an immediate burial,

Thus, sccording to this version, Pulaskl died on shore and

was later buried in Greenwich at a place called today "Pulaski's
Grove." 1In the writer's opinion, this version is somewhat
farfetehed for, according to several authorities, including
Bentalou and Major Rogowski, who all agree, the final hours

of Pulaskl were spent in this way:

Pulaski with his wounded officer wag cone
veyed on board the U.S. brig Wasp, to go
round Charleston. They remained some days
on the Savannah river; and during that

time the most skillful surgeons attended on
Count Pulaski., It was found impossible to
establlish suppuration and gangarene wag

the consequence. Just ss the Wasp got

out of the river, Pulaski breathed his last
and the corpse immediately became so of-
fenaive that his officer, though reluctantly,
was forced to consign to a watery grave all
that was left upon theagarth of his beloved
and honored commander.

Further, the South Carolina American General Gazette of
October 29, 1779, said:

The gallant Count Pulaskl died at sea, on his
return from Georgila, of his wound; and on
Thursday, last week,; his funeral rites were
performed here, in a manner suitable to the

8£W1111am P. Bowen, W%th %n Asaoung %f the Ceremonies

Upon That Occasgion (On la e Cornerstone of & Monument
0 Pu.ias and at the o ?eEion ol the Monument, January 9
535D o 0 Whic 8 acded & Summary of Cthe evidence ﬁesf:na*! 2

€ buria P &cg O Fulas - X) savanna 3 § s PP+ =33

Sﬁﬂantalou, "Pulaski Vindicated from an Unsupported
Charge." p. 39.
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rank and merits ogsthab intrepid and much
lamenged officer.

On Oectober 22, 1779, a public funeral was conducted fo;
Pulaski, who had died on October 1lth, His empty pall was care
ried by three Amerlcan and three French officers, and his
white charger carried his equipment. His funeral procession
wag so long that it wound completely around the city of
Charleston.

Before long, the news of Pulaski's death reached Washing=
ton, Congress, and Europe. But, as in the case of other great,
selfesacrificing people, his well-deserved recognition came
too late. Even King Ponlatowski, who, not ten years ago
had made life so difficult for Pulaski, had to admit that
"Pulaski died as he lived - a hero - but an enemy of

kings."

(i)
. Gordon, p. 224,
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CHAPTER FOUR

AN EVALUATION OF CASIMIR PULASKI
AND HIS CONTRIBUTION TO POLAND AND AMERICA
An Evaluation of Casimir Pulaski

Casimir Pulaskil was an idealist and a man of aectilon.

Born of a wealthy noble family in a time when much of the best
in life was sacrificed to the pursuance of wealth and comfort,
Pulaskl could have easily become a product of his age. But
from his early youth he was imbued instead with a dedicatien
to Catholicism, as evidenced by his willingness to Join and
adhere to the very religiously orientated Knights of the Holy
Cross, and a dedicatlon to liberty, as evidenced by his life-
long struggle for the freedom of Poland and America. This
dedication undoubtedly helped him become a strong individual
with many cutstanding character traits. Three traits which
were most evident to all who knew him were his courage, his
perseverance, and his enthusiasm,

Pulaski's courage was manifested in many ways. His dis-
regard for personal safety is obvious when we consider the
numerous battles in which he took part and the number of times
he was wounded, In fact, his life from the age of sixteen was

f1lled with not only adventure, but also freely chosen hazards
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in the defense of his principles. Considering the many dangers

he experienced, it is amazing that he survived as long 88 he
did.

The courage of Pulaski was also to be found in his éd-
herence to unpopular, although necessary measures. The wel-
fare of his men was paramount in bis mind. Because of this,
he was frequently at variance with his superiors, but this
opposition did not dissuade him from continuing to defend his
men's interests and his own point of view. Humanly, of course,
at times his Judgments were not always correct, but no one
can doubt his well-meant intentions.

A second major character trait to be found in Pulaski
was his perseverance. DBelief in, and fighting for an ldeal
which appeared doomed from the beginning was no dissuasion
for him. Certainly, Pulaski, as an intelligent man, realized
that it was only a matter of time before Poland most probably
would be hacked up by lts three more powerful neighbors, but
he, through silence and inactivity, refused to be party to
it, even If 1t meant great loss and hardsghip for himself.
Likewise, in America, the situation was desperate, but Pulaski
saw beyond this and had enough faith in liberty to continue
the fight. For Pulaskl persevered because something was a
good cause, rather than because it was a sure winner.

Pulaski's perseverance is also demonstrated by his
ability to overcome continual frustration and defeat. How
many times was he defeated and had his men decimated and
months of tralning and supply-gathering ruined, only to
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begin again. How many times was he delayed by incompetent
superiors, confused orders, and lack of suppliezs, and yet he.
endured. However, for him this was all part of the fight
which, if 1t could not be changed, had to be withstood.

A third significant character tralt proper to Pulaski
was hie obvious enthusiasm and personal dynamism which made
him a leader of men. Many times it was only this quality
which motivated his men to action when lack of food and am-
munition would have made them prone to defeatism. This energy
and enthusiasm made him popular with most of his men and with
his great peers, VWashington, lLafayette, Franklin, ete. He was
a soldier's soldier - a man of "blood and guts.”

In addition to these traits, Pulaski had other highly
admirable personal qualities., He was loyal to his friends
even though at times it meant & heavy burden. He was un-
selfish to the point of sharing even when his future was en-
dangered by his generosity. He was a true gentleman of the
eighteenth century; he was not afraid to be courteous, gallant,
and gracious even when the circumstances of war made it
easier to be the opposite.

As a man of action, theory, paepervwork, and diplomacy
were not for Pulaski, He belleved that his greatest contri-
bution could be made by action - by fighting. He expected
that convictions should be manifested by acts, and that they
should be defended when necessary. This, to & large extent,
was the reason for his impatience with the groups in Poland
and America who chose to talk when only action could have

had any effect.
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Pulaski was happiest when he was preparing for a campaign
and when he was Tighting, for then he knew he was coming at .
least somewhat closer to the achievement of his ideals for
bhis people. Thus, primarily Pulaskl was a soldier. He
never considered himself a diplomat, a political thecrist, or
a politician., He was only a soldier and therefore when he
was in disagreement with such men;,; he often fell short of
being adequately able to defend himself. For Pulaskl, pro-
blems were simple, and he refused to complicate them with
extraneous considerations such as gaining prestige and special
favors. For he wished only to be free to {ight for his be-
liefs and not be concerned with political intrigues and petty
squabbles.

As a military man it is difficult to appraise his
ability. Pulaski had no formal military training at a
military academy as such, and his military education was
mainly through experience. bBut he certainly had socme good
instructors in Poland, among them the greatl Russian generals
Suvorov and Drevich, who taught him some valuable, albeit
painful lessons. Nevertheless, his Polish military ex-
periences unfortunately were to some extent useless in
America, for reasons clted previously. However, Pulaski
proved adaptable, and, as testified to by several contemporary
admirers, Fulaski proved among the best of his day. When
considering his practically insurmountable difficulties of
lack of manpower and supplies, the fact of any victories at
all is in itself surprising, and can only be attributed to
his military skill and influence upon his men.
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Concommitant with his military skill bhe had a tremendous
reputation as a2 horseman far exceeding that of an average
member of the cavalry. According to one report, Pulaski could
+ « While his steed was under full gallop,
discharge his pistol, throw it in the air,
cateh 1t by the barrel, and then hurl it
in front as if at an enemy. Without check-
ing the speed of his horse, he would take
one foot from the stirrup and, bending over
toward the ground, recover his pistol and
wheel into line with as much precision as
if he had been engaged in_nothing but the
menagement of the animal.l
Pulaski, as in the case of many great people, after a
self-appraisal which discovered his strengths and talents,
put that which was beat within him to the service of his con-
victions. He personally enjoyed little and sacrificed much,

but at least today he is worthy of our esteen.

The Contribution of Casimir Pulaski to Poland

Pulaski's greatest contribution to Poland became evident
only after his death. Although he was successful in several
military endeavors, the cverall resistance could not succeed
against the overpowering strength of the three powers which
had determined to condemn Poland to national extinetion.
Pulaski must be remembered, however, for his contribution
which lived beyond his military efforts and which is still
extant i1f one choses to recognize it. For Pulaski's major
contribution to Poland is that he became a symbol of 2 new
ané regenerated Pollish youth which, if it could not save the
geographical Poland, could save the Polish ideals and culture,
Pulaski's dedication to two Polish ideals - Church and
country - which have been present in Poland since the founding

T Stuart, p. 43,
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of the Polish state in 966, became the source of inspiration
for many who in later years refused to permit a Catholice
Poland to be erased by predaceous neighbors. For instance,
under his magic influence the first uprising of students
against the Russians took place in Cracnw.2

Pulaski's example of dedication to ideals could be of
practical value today in Poland. This 1s realized by those
in power in present-day Poland who would most certainly be

Pulaski's enemles were he alive now. As a result, they have

done whatever possible to bury his memory and example.

The Contribution of Casimir Pulaski to America

Pulaski's contributions to America are chlefly three.
By his willingness to fight in the American Revolutionary War,
he contributed to the cause of American freedom his greatest
possession - his life.

Then Pulaski is known as the father of the American
cavalry. Obviously, in the day of nuclear weapons and
mechanized warfare, the cavalry has lcst 1ts lmportance.
However, up to the World War I, it did play an 1ﬁportant role
which was to a large extent defined by Pulaski. Pulaskl was
the first to stress the importance of the cavalry in a military
engagement; he was the first to organize a unified cavalry
command; and he was the first to inslst upon speclal training
for the cavalry, thereby also issuing many directives which

vere henceforth incorporated into cavalry training and maneuvers.

2Konopezyhski, Kazimlerz PuZaski, p. 402.
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Beyond this, Pulaski is equally as worthy of emulation
as any of our great American patriots for his dedication <
to liberty and human rights. We must recognize the univer-
sality of his beliefs in freedom and human rights, for he
wished them for all men, not Jjust his fellow Poles. According
to an old Polish saying, Pulasgkl, as well as Kosciuszko and
many other Poles, was willing to renounce all, "za nasza i
waszg wolnodé." 3 This can be worth remembering for Americans,
who once having achieved-their own freedocm, are often con-
tent to ignore others'! appeals for that same freedom.
Perhaps someday we Americans can send to Poland an American
Pulaski who will help win for Poland that which Pulaski

helped win for us.

3

Translation: "for our and your freedom,"



CHAPTER FIVE
PULASKIANA IN POLAND AND AMERICA
Pulaskiana In Poland

Hetently the writer had the opportunity of spending
geveral months in Poland., A% that time it seemed appropriate
and of interest to pay a visit to the birthplace of one of ow
mutual heroes, Casimir Pulaski. Located in central Poland,
near Warka, Pulaski's countryside is rolling, wooded, and good
for famming. The town of Warks, probably more than five hund-
red years old, has nothing to distinguish it from any other
relatively small Polish town, with the exception of a very
old and picturesque church and a winery. But only three-
guarters of a mile down a dusty road is to be found the area's
formerly great attraction, Winiary.

As one walks past the ramshackled entrance pillars to-
ward the main bullding, one sees the remains of landscaping
and care. UWith only a 1little imagination one can visualize
the beauty of the estate in former days.

The main bullding, Pulaski's home, would almost remind
one of a Georgian colonial home, with the exception that 1t
lacks large colunns. The exterior is white; however, it is
shell-marked, for a German front moved through Warika in 1943
and several minor skirmishes took place at Winlary. Presently,
the home and grounds belong to the Polish government, and all
but two rooms on the first floor are occupied by families.

The remaining twe rooms contain the remmants of the former
Pulaskl museum which at one time occupled the entire building.
Evidently many people do not come to visit Winlary any-
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more, for besides the obvious neglect of the home and the
grounds, 1t was & major projeect for the writer to find someone
who could obtain a key 8o that it would be possible to see :
the interior of the two-room museum. The writer was told thx
the last person to visit the museum was an American, several
months ago.

Having once cleared the hurdle of getting the key, one
was free to wander through the two high-ceilinged rcoms, with
thelr old painted fireplaces and water-marked walls. What was
to be found in the way of exhibits was quite surprising, for
there were only a few glass-enclosed cases with costumes of
the eighteenth century, a few ©ld coins and sabers, some
pictures on the walls, and interestingly encugh, several
American citations in honor of Pulaski. In general, the so-
called museum was quite disappointing, especilally in comparison
with other Polish museums.

The only redeeming aspect of the one-time Pulaski es-
tate is the shrine to the Blessed Mother, where it is sald
that Pulaski often prayed as a child. This shrine is the only
feature on the entire estate whieh 1s not ruined or neglected
in some way. The people of the area maintain it and put fresh
flowers there every day.

How is it possible that Pulaski's birthplace, the former
home of one of Poland's and America's great herces is 80 neg-
lected? As we have seen, to the Poles as well as the Americans,
Pulaski is a symbol of dedication to certain ideals. These
jdeals are antithetical to the ideals of the Communist regime
in power in Poland today. For it, Pulaski, as well as that

for which he stands, should be relegated to the past.
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As a result, although Pulaski and his contributions are
well-known by the older generation, many of the younger Polish
generation are completely unfamiliar with him because he is -
ignored in the schools., And as was also discovered by Congress-
man Clement Zablocki, Pulaskl is not presently considered
one of the Poles' national heroes, and "the reason for this
is readily understood when you consider the political leanings
of the current regime.“l

This, together with lack of funds in a still war-tern
Poland, forbids the restoration and maintenance cof a place
in memory of Pulasiki.

However, this situation was not always so. Previous to
the coming of power of the present regime, Pulaski was indeed

considered one of the great national Polish heroces who
merited considerable Polish attention. For instance, the
greatest seholarly work about Pulaski was contributed by s

Pole. In fact, the outstanding Polish historian, WZadysiaw
Konopezyhski, contributed a truly great biography of Pulaskij

unfortunately, it is not avallable in full English translation.
Then, too, Pulaski became & very popular subject for
Polish poets and writers, among them, Mickiewicz, 3Zowacki,

Kragzewskl, Kitowicz, and Rzewuski. And the Poles have
honored Pulaski's memory by the construction of monuments in

the citles of Kyynice and Czestochowa,
But as was previously mentioned, the greatest honor

paid to Pulaski was the honor of imitation., For this honor
can grow and be fruitful and result in accomplishments truly

desired but never possessed without struggle by Fulaski.

iLettar from Clement J, Zablockl, November 13, 19€1, to
the writer,
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Pulaskiana In America

Pulaski almost immedlately was considered a hero by the
Americans. Not much more than a2 month after his death, Congress,
having forgotten the grief it had given him, resolved that a
monument should be built in his honor. Despite the rush to
resolve that a monument be built to Pulaski's memory, it was
not accomplished until 1910 in Washington, D.C.

In the meantime numerous other statues were erected, so
that today memorials to Pulaski can be found in Savannah, Egg
Harbor, Utica, Baltimore, Stevens Point, and Milwaukee.

Also, it seems that Americans were much taken with naming
things after Pulaski. There are, for instance, six counties?

4

at least twenty towns and villages,3 two parks, six streets

and squares5 and two schools6 named for him. Besides there

aThe 8ix counties are in the following states: Georgla,
Illinols, Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri, and Virginia. Ladislas
Siekaniec, "Pulaski, U.S.A.," Polish American Studies, VII
(January-June, 19505, 39.

3The twenty towns and villages are: Pulaski, Alabama;
Pulaski Heights, Arkansas; Pulaski, Georgia; Pulaski and Mount
Pulaski, Illinois; Pulaski, Indiana; Pulaskil, Iowa; Pulaski,
Kentucky; Pulaski, Michigan; Pulaskl, Mississippi; Pulaski and
Pulaskiefield, Missouri; Pulaski, New York; Pulaskil Township,
North Dakota; Pulaskl, Tennessee; Fulaski, Texas; Pulaski,
Virginia; Pulaski and Pulaski Village, Wisconsin, Ibid.

uThe parks are to be found in Sioux City, Iowa, and
Wyandotte, Michigan.

5The streets and squares are the following: fthe Pulaskl
Skyway, between Newark and Jersey City in New Jersey; Pulaskl
Road in Chicago, Illinois; Pulaski Street in Pulaskil Heights,
Arkansas:; Pulaski Street in Grand Rapids, Michigan; Pulaskil
Avenue and Pulaski Square in Cleveland, Ohio. Ibid., p. 40

6There is a Pulaski High School in Milwaukee, Wisconsin;
and there is the "General Pulaski Vocational and Technical
High School" in Bayonne, New Jersey. Ibid.
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is an unknown quantity of stores, banks, savings and loan
associations, clubs, etec., named after him.

As regards American literature, Pulaski has been given
very little attention in poetry and novels. Also, there has
been littlé serious scholarly work on especially the American
aspects of Pulaski's life. Nevertheless, Pulaskl has been the
subject of many popular short articles and features in numer-
ous Journals, magazines, pamphlets, and newspapers which have
made him gquite well-known on the American scene. Four major
groups that have been especially interested in Pulaskl in the
past are: the Polish-American organizations, Catholiec groups,
American historiens, and the Masons.

The Polish-American groups, among them the Polish Homan
Catholie Union, the Polish National Alilance, and the Polish
American Historical Association have made the greatest effort
to preserve Pulaski's memory and at the same time make knoun
his ideals through the publication of short biographical
sketches, ficticnalized stories, ete. Unfortunately, many of
their fine articles and monographs are written in Polish and
have not yet been translated into English. Despite this,
there seems to be a feeling among some Polish-Americans that
even this interest ashown by their groups has been inadequate
and that Polish-Americans should take as an example the honor
paid Pulaski by ncn-Polish Amariaans.7

Catholic historians and writers have also considered

Pulaski as a2 worthy subject. He is inecluded in most

TEdward Horwath, "O Kazimierzu PuZaskim," Polish American
Studies, V (January-June, 1948), 55.
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compilations of Catholics in America, in Catholic periodi-
cal literature, and even & very charming and quite accurate

biography, Cavalry Hero, Casimir Pulaski, by Dorothy Adams,

has been written for children &s a part of a Cathnolic series
on the lives of Catholic heroes and heroines in American history.

American historians, especially historians of the
Revolutionary VWar, are all familiar with Pulaski's contri-
bution. And few, if any American history books, even if
exceptionally gemeral, do not at least make mentlon of him.
However, only one American historian, Profeassor Clarence A.
Manning. has done & complete biographical work on Fulaski.

It is not, unfortunately, particularly scholarly, and tﬁe
writer suspe;ts that in many instances 1t is only a partial
translation of the basic work of Professor Konopezynski, with-
out the proper credit, however, being given to this outstanding
Polish historian. In addition, American historical magazines
have featured several worthwhile articles about Pulaski.

It 48 in the area of American history, however, and
general bilographical and encyclopedic materials that the
greatest shortcoming 1s to be fuund. For instance, it 1a
unusual for an article about Pulaski to be completely accurate,

8

even in a very reputable encyclopedia. Major errors are to
be found in facts like date and place of birth, role in

Poland, rele in America, cause and place of death, etec.

aAmong the encyclopedias checked by the writer at random
which contained errors concerning Pulaskl are the following:
Collier's Encyclopedia, Catholic Encyclopedia, Encyclopaedia
rittanica, ete.
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Most surprising to the writer is the fact that the
Masons too have developed a considerable literature about F
Pulaskl in an attempt to prove that he was one of thenm.

Via this interest, Mascnic historians, smong them Franklin
Kemp, have become interested in other aspects of Pulaski's
career.

In summary, Pulaski, a2s in Poland, has left his mark in
America, The preservation of his memory through literature
and monuments are important tributes of our gratitude;
however, the greatest tribute that can be given him is the

preservation of his idesls.
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