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rRd'AC 

The purposo of t his at,udy is to determi ne whether or not 

Benjamin Franklin, lPho spent approximt.e~ ten years in France 

just prior to t he ou.tbreruc of the ?renoh Revolution as the 

official representative of n nation, l'1hicil by means of ~ success-

fh! i"e\'olution had f'ormGd itf.:el1' into a rElpub~ica:n goverm:rent~ 

could have exerted eJ::l1. influence, directly 01' indirectly, which 

dght have encouraged a sblilar ehange in the French governmOl'lt. 

~he writ~r wishes to express her appreol~t.ion tor the 

kindness and consideration shawn her by her ~jor adviser, Dr. 

Leo J . Weari.'1g, who dir~ted t hi s study. Sine~ gratitude is 

elso due to Mother Mary Franoesea, Mother General .. c! the Sis~era 

or Charity of Leavenworth, whose generosity has Trade the writing 

of this thesis possible. 



INTROl)tfC'r ION 

-
In a study of Fran klin ' s influence on the ncb Revolution 

it is necessary to consider first the impression the Am.erican 

Revolution had e all the French mind even prior to his arrival 

in Paris . Obviously the pri.nciples ,of the Amerionn Revo,l ution 

strttek a. l"e'sponsive chord in tlle heart s of many .Frenchmen as 

evidenced by t he fact t h4t t hey eventu'.llly joined the A...."'f)l'i~s 

in securin£ their independnece. It was also instrumental in 

causing a widespread i nterest i n and discussion of democrati c i deals 

in France . Theref ore, on Franklin' s arrivnl the French people 

wore already receptive to t be idee.l.a of whi ch he 1m.S the spokeStlan. 

St1mulated anew, however, by his dynamic personal~ ty, the French, 

many of thQ already devotees of democratic living, developed a 

es1re fora reform, .if not a complete change, in their onn gover n­

ment. This urge f or Il chnnge resul ted event ually in the Fre.nch 

Revolution. Finally,. historians agree that the American. Revolution 

s in general an important factor i n the development ot the 

French Revolution, . but they differ 8 S t o the d e of t hat in:auence . 

Hale makes t !tis statement I 

J In a general rey, it is certainly true 
that the inte:rl'Jst of t..lut French nation in 
the American Revolution was one of t..l1e 
a otive causes which l ed t o the revolution 
of t hoir ,own gover nment . But so soon as 
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1 

2 

Edward E. Hele, 

one comes to detail, it' is clear enough 
that t he contribution which \vas mnde o.r 
the experience of the French soldiers and 
t.heir officers to the t':orking out of th 
ovents which cro\':'ded l<"rench history for 
twenty- ii va years, is 0111;:; an i ndirect 
contribution. " 1 

~~ 

Eta,nklin in rpnoe , 2 1 361. 

In his evaluation Stephens is more decisive . 

n The influence of the Arnerioo.n Republic is 
hardlY to be seen at aU among the republican 
leaders of the Revolutionary period, and 

nn.ot be traced i n the p1.u-ely'republican 
COllsti tutiona, while i twas a factor of pa.ra­
mount importance i n the overt hroVl of the 
French monarchy and thorughout the history of 
tbe Constituent Assembly, and left its mark upon 
the Constit ution o£ 1791 . " 2 

H. ri('oso StePhens, A lli@tOl"'!{of the French ReV91ut!on" Is v. 

In bis study of the develop..'!\ent of the revolut ionary spirit, 

Ro"Cqualn s tates def initely that H t he American doctrines found an 

echo in France !Uld forwarded the progxeS6 of' revolutiona.ry ideas 
.3 

there . It 

.3 
'e1i.x Rocquain, The BeyglutlomU7 SPit! t mceding the FrenAA 

Reyolution. 141. 

:2 



.3 

Placing much greater stress upon Arnerica' f,l inflUence' on the 

French Revolution Rosenthal claims a 

4 

·If· ••• bef ore t he gr eat outbreak ••• between the 
year 1776 and the year 1789 America i nfluenced 
: 'rance as po'iror f ully by its example, its ooctrines, 
I ts men, and by the enthusiasm, thE) eomr.:enta, the. 
discussion it aroused, t hat the American Revolution 
may $ai'ely be called a proximate cause of the 
'ranch 'Revolution. If 4. 

Lewis Rosenthal , Am13t1ca and Firspce, 20.-6-298. 

I l110st equal emphasis i s admit ted by Nornat in I.e.s Origines 

Int.ellectuelles de la Revglutign Francai" a " ... when the Revolution 

broke out, in 17S9, those who exerted the most force uoon it were 

entirely' saturated with lessons from American experi ence . "5 

5 
Daniel ~rne·t, Les Origines Intollectuelles de la Revglution 
lrnncaJse, 399. 

That t he i nfluence of' tb .ariean Revolution on hance was noted 

at t he very time it was t r.ld ng ef£ect is evidenced in an obseJI'VQtion 

made by a contempor ary' lisbman, the celebratedtre.valer a.nd pb.lloao-

pher, Arthur Young, who wrote . 11 The American Revolution ba.s laid t he 

f oundation for another in Fra.nce i f tho gGverru:nent does not take care 

of itself. It 6 

1:, 
rthur Young, Trayel,s in France and Italy, 109. 

To undE1rs how the French people embraced i deas ot rrovernment 

irectly opposed to ·th ,vaillng French system presupposes a knowledge 



4 

of conditirrt:'8 in France. In the first place, ideas i nherited mm 

t he American Revolution f'oUt'ld f ertile ground i n whi oh to work. 

Soulavie ' s shrewd d~lineation indicate~ that the French Revolution was 

not the impulsive out burst of a SUdden popull':U" whim. 

7 

" The hi st.,.,ry 'of ·the r eig'n of t his prir.oo is s. 
series of' extraordinary events, tfhioh under. 
t he different denominations of' liberty, reform 
or abuses, state of perfeotion, humanity, 
a nd patrioti sm, divested him gradually of o,11 
his power . We may percei w the Revolution 
issuing £"rOI:) . ~}1e roY"~l counoil, f Jl'Om acts of 

,r liament , from administration of t he finances, 
from the vices of the cler gy, from tho publ~ c 
and private Ufe of the leading statellien, end, 
la$t~. from the bold productions ot the 
republic of l etters, all etronglJ" i ndicat i ve o:f . 
. an il'4pending revolution. " 7 

John Lewi s SoulaviG, Hl§tgricaJ. and Po11t1ool Mp:molrs of tbe Rairm 
of Len @ XVI, 2 1 xvi . 

Furthermore , the long growing discont ent and i dssatisfaotion, the new 

Tn i deas of' social equiai ty, of t he rights of men, the t heories 

put forth in the redi'c.al utterl,lQC9S of Voita.1N and the Encyclopet'i!;sts 

'ere in e.."tistence long before 1789. Three ti .... oa during t he reigll of 

Louis XV crises occurred which, if t hey did not shake thasecurity ot 

the throne, at If"8.st 1ndiCf.(ted that, somewhere in the future, revolution 

lurked. The i ssue i n all t hr ee cases rJtls one of freedom of thought, 

Thl-ee t imes the Revol ution had tl~rGatened and three times it bad failed 

ta coma . Some explai n it sUYL~g that the philosopher s ~ere not 

YElt 111m , hleh is onlY 'tiUly tl'Ue . The 'lements were not 

so wch interested then in the struggJ,e in the question o£ the people ~ s 

riahts as they were in preserving thair own privUeaEls . Anotber H ason 



and the most ic]Wrtant i s that the fundamental. issue at stake in 1743, 
, 

1752- 54, and 1771 was one of relir ictl.8 t oleration, only slightly 

. 6 
confused with t hat of defeatism. {md t-a.'tation. 

8 
. w u1sGottsehalk, The Era or t he ~:rench ReYst1utioD, 91- 95 a.nd 
Ed~rd E. Hale, op. cit., 1: 28. 

Confil'1llng the fact t hat the Revolution WIlS not spOntaneous and 

unpremeclitsted, hinc deolaros ; " It bas appaMntly burst forth like 

creation from chaos, but it is no more. than the consequence of a 

mOllta.l revolut1o.n priorUy existing 1n France . " 9 The mental 

9 
Thmnas Pai ne, The tirUines of Tb01AAG hint" 1: .333. 

5 

revolution lllrgely accounts f or the receptivity of tha French mind in 

accepting revolutionary- i deas . As early as 1770 the power of the phUoso-

phers was spparent in a. speech made by the Advocate- General, on the 

oocasion ot the condemning of the philosophical works at the General 

ssembly of: the CleSgy in Paris ~ 
, 

tt The philosophers, ••• , have constituted them­
selves t he preceptors of the bU')l.9.n race. ' Liberty 
of t hought ' 1s their cry, and this ery has made· 
itself: heard from one extremity o·f the earth to 
t ho other •••• Their object bas been to direct 
the minds of .lOOn into anothor ohannel in regard 
to all cl vi! and religi ous !net! tutlons, a.nd t hus 
t he Revolution, so to speak, has been accomplished. 
Kingdoms have felt their ancient foundations 
totter, and nations, nstonished to find their 
principles ennihilated, have asked themselves by 
wha.t fatality they have becone so different from 



10 

their former selves •••• Eloquence, poetI"Y. 
bistories, romances, and even dictionaries have 
bean infected. And these writings have scarcely 
been made public in the capital before they 
s pread like a torrent to t he country. The 
contagion has penetrated even the workshops and 
cottages. tt 10 

Felix Rocquain, OP e git., 103-104 • . 

6 

At!vocacy of ra.pid and drastic changes 1tl politics was aoc(:llllpan1ed 

by a confused and decadent state of morals. Mme . de C'Almpan presents in 

her '"moirs a picture of society in the period preoeding and i~diately 

the acoession of Louts 1.'11I : 

" In the Y"6&rs precedir;g the aocession of Louis 
XVI t o the t hrone, m"ld t hose immediately follow­
i :ag, socioty pr esented a new speotacle. M:tnners 

re not illIproved, but al. tared. By a strange 
abuse, a~ologies were found f or depravity in the 
philosophical ideas which daUy grew more fashion­
able . The naw partisans of these pr inoiples 
promulgated such noble wudms, t hought e.hd dis­
ct)UT,sed flO well, that t hey were not obliged t o 
a.ct with propriety. I.i3n might be insonstant 
husbands, .'ll1d . won:en faitbless wives, so tha.t they 
spoke dth respect, with enthusiasm of the sacred 
utl'esof marriage . The love of virtue and of 

!lIlnldnd was sufficient 1I1ithout pract i cal morality. 
i'iomen, surrounded by their lovers, discussed the 
~ans of regeneratilW the social order . There. 

a not a philosopr.er ad.m1.tted into one of the 
'ash1onable circles who did not lll()oestly liken 

himsel.f to SOcrates \'11 th Aspasis. •••• In morality, 
as well ,as in politics, legiolation, and finances, 
the philosophers have lod the v!ay to useful 
reforms . Their writings, 111 understood at the 
period, but read with avidity, gave t hem a grt"at 
influence over public opinion. The court, long 
nccusto~ed to the influonce which wit, polished 
manners, and the habit of filling ireat offices 

.. 



secured to it., 1'185 astonished to oee this new power 
springing up by 1 ts s ide . I nstea.d: of opposing, it 
flattered this competitor . Enthusiasm gail'led 
on every side. ft 11 

!femgite. Qf' the Privetg Ufe oi' 
1: }(ev-xcvii. 

Fouohe puts it a bit more bluntly: 

12 

It 1 have ooon tM M.tion blush at the depravity 
of tbe high~r clasGas, the licentiousness of 
the clergy, the ignorant blunders of' the 
ministers, and at t he picture of the disgusting 
disooluteness of the g:r;-eat modern Babylon. !t 1, 

Leon Volee, 1I ~ll1oi:rs of Fouche" , CourtIers and r~yorites ot 
Royalty, 1 1 3. 

7 

The Ahnarch was relldnded 1n brochures published by the patriots . 

that he held his .cro~ , not trolq God, but £'rom ,the nation.' Not content 

with lilliiting the pOl1er of t he soverqign the'Y repros&nted revolt against 

dosootism SSM act of the sublioest virtuo. During these decades tbe 

revo1utionax:y education of' the people was being undertaken poUtlcally 

through such publ i cations as the at~,.UA! !, Ca:J1eehi s,m, with its simpli­

icat10n of the Spirit .9t the Laws, and the Sooial Cqutmct whi oh even 
1.3 . 

the dullest minds coUld comprohel'ld . 

13 
lt~eli.'x: 1I:ocquain, pp. cite, 127. 

From the f oregoing ai tations it is evident tltat the desire of 

liberty and freedom was not introduced by 'Fr anklin. himself 



obsorved in a lettf'r to S.anruel COoper, tJ!%t 1 . 'rrn, "Those \'tho live 

under arbitrary power do never theless approve of liberty nnd dah ror 
14 

it ; they almost despair of rec::ovaring it in Europe •••• It 

14 
Jor od Spurks, The COlllulgtl1l J·.'o;is of Bepjgmin mnk.lin , 8 : 214. . . 

8 

On the other hond r r nnce, filled -r.ith bizarre idens of Co new state, 

neVi .powers for men ,i n general, was willing and .;r(}sdy 'to accept America 

as the perfect ey.ample of ~hat she r.nntod but t';as s.c yet uroblo to 

pr ocure . Amerieabeoolt.<e the moat cherished topic of the French phlloso-

hers . To then it uns t ho only contemporary instunoe of a rationa.l and 

naturel govern!!le'nt. They lauded it as though it 'lWre an Utopia.n State, 

and regarded it as an enchanting reality. They ~tclled over it with 

an anxious antbusl.a.sm fearing that the Americans would make some 

inconsider ate !:love that would destroY' t.heir normal supremacy over the 

reet of the tmrld, tl:us depriving ,the world of the only N3pectable 

repuhlic 1n existence. Tho rr~nch never tired of lecturing about 

Al;lerieans, and ·11 extolling their pol1'C1ca1 achievements as the great 

hone of human! ty and t he only rei'tl(..'10 of poU tical tdsdom '''.;hich was 
15 

exiled from Europe. /I 

15 
Bt"Irnard Fay, Revolution and Freemasonry, m • 

Even before Franklin' s arrival the enthus1asm for anything American 

tElS evident everywhere . ' The resi stance to England was the t heme or 



9 

gener al conversation. The I lWurgents, a liJ t he American rebels were cilled, 
16 

hed the sympathy of practically aU Frenchmen. fuile traw,'ling in 

16 
Lewis Ronenthal, OP. g!t., · 16-11. 

- ~ J 

Europe durif1g this per iod,. E1kaooh Wa.t son rela tes the improssi ons made 

"pon bim l -

17 

ft Whilst de tained at thEl door of the post;-.hotlse , 
m:y i nter preter dr oDped a hint to 80me of the 
bystanders, that I was a yoq "Bostone", just 
arrlvod from North America. In a few moments I 

s surrounded by a crowd, g8.t'l.:lng at rile with gr(:!at 
i nteres t . So fJtrong and un:iverf~l was t he feeling 
i n li'rance excited 'by our Revolut~ion. Some young 
wor;ren br.ooght b&.skets loaded with dali cl aus 
f l'uit, w!:l.ich they pressed upon me •••• " 17 

~1katla.h Wat son, Man . and T1me§ of the RMvolp.t.lon. 95-96. 

Bits of e,nt husiasm Diekad up by Mornet are reJ:ated in !fi Pem>;A! FrMcaiS! 

j3U XVIU Sieele : 

18 

n ,Ail the young nobUi t.y vvishto go with ta. F&yette 
to, fight f'or 8. people who i gnore the nobility, who 
·pr oclaim <;lquaU t y, and tmose canst! tut10n will. be 
the condemnation of their privileges. The students 
are ell'JJlIoured of ' t lte Amer.t.ean ,ca.use . Pare, Petit, 
a t t he Coll~ge de In.1lly,, entertsin.e his F Y'ils 
l! a.s much 'd th the Ameriaml rlar ~nd the e,wloits of 
Washington I.md La. fayette, as with t he Odea of P..o1'O.oo 

nd the lIAisons of Cicero . " " At t he Convent, " sa id 
?!.rue . de F'ars .. Fe.usslandry, "the Atla'r i can ee.use seemed 
our very own; we tf6ll"e prdt'ldoi' their victories . " lS 

Daniel tbrnet , Ii reBoot F'rI1Ulq!li se a.u XVIII Siegle, 210 . 



10 

In soite of the pronounced entbu&iasm for America ' s 8acomplishment s , 

the French knew little about this country and its inhabitants . The 

following observations were i'nade by \je.tson, when spending a winter in 

the city ·of Relme5 pe-r.f.eoti ng his French : 

19 

tt ••• It containeti a population of a.bout sixty 
thousand . As 1 wae tho f irst Av.erioon who had 
visited Rennes, the poptuar curiosity to see 
me was inoonceivuble, and I was subsequently 
assured, by the most i ntelligent and refined 
abeles, t hat they had difficulty in detachin, 
t he id~a of a savage from North America . I 
had repeat,edly noticed the prevalenoeof th:! s 
i gnor ance in Frs.nce, ()! the condition of .4Jrorica, 
and t~ character of the American. When I went 
to Ancicis, I arriv~d at t he co:lege s t night , and 
reti red to t!I3' r oom wi tbout having an i nterview with 
the officers . Early i n the 1ll.Orni.'lg many of the 
students entered. r.r:J' room, and supposing me asleep, 
c~uUou.s1y, one after another. approached 'II'fT bed, 
and drawing aside t he curt~in, gar~ at me . I 
af'to'rrmrds understood, tbAt hearing en AllIF'rican 
had, arrived at t he college, an impression at 
onee prevailed that ! T-lllS an h~rican I ndian. 
The l ady of' the Procureur of Rannes t'rankl,Y- said 
to me, t hat ahe ~a~ e r Nltl:y /llur prised ",hon I 
as introduced to' her, ns ahe had supposed the 

,Nor th Americans to he tf un espe'Ce du sauvage. " n 19 

r.;1kanah Watson, gp. cit., 105. 

Btlt Franklin had found that the enthusla~m for Amer i ea had not 

stirred tho boo.rt s of ovoty l"!'euchLmn. The royal PUlse did not throb 

in sympathy to the American cause tmtU Dr. PrankliD provided the 

ati.mulant. . Howover , historillns agree. t hat the nation ns a whole '.ms 

vitally interestQd ~nd willing t~ gi-Jn ell possible help. 



II 

.America mlS t he ~ample par e:z:cellence of all that France desired . 

The knowledge and Q0tW~ understanding of this government, eo admil'ed ' 

by the Frencl:l nstioll, was made po$~1ble by- c1osereout aet with one who 

~'t'as representative- ·of' tho Amer ioon i de.a1s and tl'..eor1es. Thus the sta.ge 

'lli l,'; set for Franklin., the ropl'>9 sonta.ti ve of that net'l nation, whiCh 

had held such Ii pre1JO'soossing pl ace i n the hearts of many Ji'ren.cl1metl. 

lfu wae the man tor \vhom .I't progre.s·sive- minded" France 1mB waiting , 



ClImER I 

PRANKLIfT, THE DIPWM .. \T 

In the 81ll!11ttG:r l1tOl1ths of 17'16 theJ\.,~ricOO'l colonie:;; hBd declared 

to a. tSmptic1l1 ~:rld t hat t hey intended, t r.king from the mother country 

portion of the. inheritance t hat was thelr~ . But t.he prodigals '\iret'e 

keenly a'I'Jsre that tJheir iCl'cl'!l lneager l"0$ources were tlb't sufficient to 

i nsure ·t;h~ 1'erJ.lty of their' dec1ar e.t il)n to be eel£' ... r uli l:lg. And 00 the 

American Congress ..vQted to !Send a pl"eeininent d:1.p~Ontat t o a :far country 

to secure the aid i m1'f.lr atiw tor t he aueoessM completion of their 

independence . Accepting the honor of thiS per ilous appoi nt ment , the 

sixty .... nine yearoid ~toran diplo;;;a.t, Dr. ]'1'8r11.:1,10, emharked 'to1" the 

arduous trans-Atlantic crop sing. For t hirty days the 11 ttl~ boat; 

Renrisal , labored through t he e,nop:;y waters of' the. Atlant'ic to rea oh 

harbor, De cember 3, 1776, in the Bay of Quiherou, Brittany. 

Observed cturiously by the peasant s of Ilrlttany, Frt..nklin,. (~ssed 

i.n the Simple styl,e t het was t,o oaptivate ,ill F:rallGe, trave1.ed over 

th~ !l!Udd, !'Oeds to Nantes, with his t lVO youthftl1 companions, his l ittle 

gr 'lndsoll, Befija.min Franklin Bache, ~d ,sevent.e.n yesir-old William 

Temple . l}:-om th, ,ment of the~_r arrival at ~ntes on neeember 7, 

Frank1.io was rece1v~d with a surge ' of enthusiasm that increased as. he 
1 

neared the Fretuili capital . His entry at the C!:tpital wa.s a tritullph, 

1 
I~0.3"406 . 

-------------------------------------------------
Citizens and merchants, nQbl es and f!hurchm.m, stat esmen, and writers {:tOO 

gr eat ladies welcomed him wit h a welcome !men as ki ngs mi ght have 



13 

envied, such as ran not to thn 10· 
2 

a urowne~ visitor t hen in France, 

oseph II of Austria. 

2 
Le,'lis Rosenthal., Ar'Ariea nnf.! .&'rango, 26-2Jl . 

'l,moo, always e~or for new styl es, found FNmkl:in t he lest \lOrd 

in intellectual fashion. \ t lhe time the ~"ronch f;'ere Il bit '\'Iea1'ied 

with their f att,Q'Us philosopbers . rJ. de VoltGiro ~9 v:e.:lorCtted by the 

<:rami for 8 s}Xlr'kling i ::tclli\;ence, but had ,!:l.rea ~el'l tslked 

.;,.tout. t oe much; he O\:lS never ~,:en 1n ie anymore an ~1ous 

society cr:itidza 1m. 11ou300 had effaced hi~5e1£ in the ,crowd 

t oo, BO the :public t:as lef't "1i:tht;n •. -t a philosopher to >;'Orship . There .. 

f<;>re t he co:ni ng of F!:-t\rLdin hailed 'lith delight. As l::ornet f)oin.ts 

Olft, ttlr'he suc~a8 -.of Fra.nk.lin, thnt "·h..tch r.cads of him tbe her o ot the 

salone, waa' tht\t hosee~d e. philoaoph(!;r who un1tod the spirit. of 
3 

3 

01 taire wHh t hp ~imp1:i.d.ty of Rousseau. « 

209. 

Going !!lore into det .. :l.U 'Fey expld~3 thut : 

~'ran1Uin ap]:Wo.roo :1..-oong thaD ,\1. t~ c n01!hl 
halo; he ~as a rational s(?ge like Monsieur de 
VoJ.taiTe~ end a 1~~:L1.d of nature like l;onaiew.­
de Rousseau . The Rousseauists WErre very f ond 

f the sayi ngG of P.)o!' Richard w:licho~;pre,,:'!ed 
the 001'81 good fellowship t hey pr a cticed; while 
t h0 Volta1ria11s, o.fter t'. 'trr ief and dineraet 
inquiry, wOl"ecertain t hat fiir . Franklin ,waG 



more deistical t ban ChriGtian, and thio 
pleased them. very much . If 4 . 

14 

~------------------------. -------------------------4 
l:3ernard "21Y, 'Franklin, 1+12- 413 . 

,----. __ ._---- --._-------.,...-------------_. 
In view of these qus.l1 ties all the phUol!Opbers had to lo'7e hin. Since 

i t ¥las fa.shionable to love, they did 00 to their heart.s ' content . There 

1'0 1':'o:rev1ril~ SODS, however , fo!'" veneroting Franklin. Aecordtng 

to the Engliah, he had organi?:('''' thA ~,'I1'I€'r! c!m Revolution,. H~ 1'-3a 

PD:mnoD 

Sense. the .Qrw~titut.1on (')'f :t;onosvlvan:t:a , and ~11 th~ other l~mo!ll'iC"d.n 
5 

doctL"OOnt a t hat Viere known. 

~--~------------. ---.-------------------------------5 
.!2!S. t 413 . 

But with a I!enius for winning D.nd l'lla.in:t.~in1ng popularity in the 

true senae ofti'\!' 1ffOrd, Frenklin captivated not only t _. the 

intGl1i~entsie. but the hearts of the pomtlaee as well . nNo m,9t te>r 

.. ht.l.t he did, the 1<· 

Fay in hie biogrophy 

6 
Ibid., 429. 

.• the orom 
6 

Fr:nnklin. 

cl.l"cled him 111:;:9 n nilkbus, tf ssys 

'l'be oo~le ?erG delighted with his 

simplicity and his t~llfJffeetcd ropu~l1cen ttar.nors ",'On r.meh aclm:irlltion 

tram t hem. He was so tUtfe:r'~nt f'r ottl anyone Glse they bild set:lu .... -

•• mericane ht!:d o.1ready been kno;;-tl in Paris but t hey verA liko the ~nglish. 

F:ranklin vre.s a real InsurE!ent, a: real ";''uaker. His foreign simplicity 
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won over all the beautiM BOuls, at a time when persons plumed them-

selves on rdl.vL"'lg beaut1M souls. TOO:r doted on ("u4:.kers, -,.,.hom they 
7 

called 'primitives. 1 

7 
1.llitil., 410-411. 

~1a. tson ;;1 V!: 3 3. gl!y~n;; CO$~:!.;otion of the erdar of ?'rench cnthusia8lll 

for Franklin: 

s 

Ii.Few i'oreig!lers :18,Ve been presented to 'the C9urt 
of St. Cloud '!I'M have acquired so much popular! ty 
and 1n:Cluenc& fiS ;Jr. franklin. I have ae~'n tn. 
populace att,.eooing his carriage in the manner 
they followed the lUng's. His vell8ri&blEi figure, 
the fU'l8e of his manners, formed in an intercourse 
of' fifty ;rears ,,71t.h the world, his benevolent 
OOUlltenance, and his fame as a philosopher, all 
'tcndooto .axci t~ 10 ... "", J.nd to com:and in.t'l uonce 
and resJjl9ct." 8 

El.lonah '?iatson, !'D it~ 'rials ot ttkt JWWytiQD, t39-90. 

Perlups the gre8:t.~St conquest. ,.8 the support he won ot the great 

unofficial society- of the salons. These 'vomen l'Ier6 much tmpressed by' 

his dignity and seriousmss, and he valued the 1nf'onat1on theT 'Hl"e 

able to give him sinee their salons eonstituted thG renl now apenci •• 

of the day. 

" ••• His 80riou8 air and glancing wit, his Tlriest17 
unction and journalistic unconstraint, his delicacy 
i'111 brusquenfHJ8, his grtlV'e and manl;r appearanoe, 
all Mde hill seem exquiai te and exotic to them. 
They DUl":!"OtUlded hi!J and overwhelaed him with ques­
tions which he seldom answered, except by silence 
or an occasioneJ. kiss. He}mew they bad mue..'1 to 
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tel1 him and that they preter?ed the homage ot 
a silent courtesy to thp- vOlu.ble gallantry eo 
OO1'!'ttOOn in France. n S 

16 

Bernard Fsy, ll!nk1iQ, 4<20-421. 

ritroo. de Cnmpe.n give~ a detailed description of the infatuation to "hiob 

the women s.,nd the entire pop'lllaoe for that ma.tter, were addicted. 

10 

"Franklin appeared at court in the dress of" the 
A;:r.ari can fU::';"'f!lX. ';13 ."ltl',ig~t, l.mpowdara!J ~1tdr, 
his round hat, his brown oloth coat, formed a. 
("'''~l'P''''~ "t.ll, thL'> l:!r>c.l!· t:"";: '.'''''rr'''i''..,. .... &,:'! .... "''''t'' ,i"JaAV 'hf.t...,.\1 t'!t .... lu .. ;',; .... T.;I ~ ~'''' ~".t-..i<""' ~., ..... " 'iJ \..tv.,l..'!1;>,"." ·...,V::.,.<. ... i'*r,' 
and the powdered and perfumed heads of the cour­
tiers of. Vc!'sa11l~s. Tbls novelty tu.:rnod. the 
heads ;)f the French women. !o'1egant entertainmenta 
were J~~n to Dr. 'Fran!uin, who to the reput.'l.tion 
of a most skUled natural philosopher added the 
''Catrlotie t'irtues ,;!".t·~ch h..'\d inv:r,:",tcd '-liT:! 1dth the 
noble oharacter of 8...l'1 apostle of liberty. I was 
~~nt nth him at OnG of the 8(; errt.$rtrtinMl'lts, 
'When the most beautiful v:oman cut of three hundred 
W:.1~ gf'>Jo(~t~'d t.o r11'ce q Cl"o-m of' la:urel:.:: ':.lpon the 
white head of the J':..meriean philosopher, I.rith two 
ki~ses upon his cheeks. F-wn in the ralaoo or 
Versci11eo, Fran.1din ,~ medalllon was sold under 
thf> T{i:nrrts nyen, ~:n the exhibition of" qevr~:1 
porcelain. • •• The legend of this lnedallion was 
ftFrlpl1it c0elo fuJ.·"'!fm, l:l(~~!"trumque tyrannis." 10 

Je~nne Inuise Henriette 10 C&.-pan, ~,kl~qir§ Qf th~ IT! vnte Lif! ot 
.ldie An1iR;j.Aetts, 1:210. 

Even ..:rOM .. -.de.rus, who ws.s not i;.t all a d~votee of Fra.nklin, a.dmires his 

power of charming everyone. r .. illOtlg l:l&l'l) other characteristics which be 

notes he P.ives us an idea. of his :>articular appeal: 

"Poe had wit at 1'11.11. F.e had humor t.~at when he 
pleased ':'las delics-te and tielightf'ul. He had a, 
tw.t1.re that _. good-ne.tu:red or caustio, Horace 
or Juvenal, SuN. or RAbela,is, at his pleasure •••• 
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17 

He vras 8. !':laster of the infantine sic simpl:'Lcity 
whioh the French ca.ll naivete, ',~hioh never feUs 
to charm •••• 11 

John Adams, "The Chars.cter of Franklin", 1.J.brN:y of tbe:iqfld' s 
Ben LiteA$tJjl'D, 1:133. 

By his simplicity and unaf'feotedness in lirees and court decorum 

he encouraged, perhaps unconsciously, a disregard of court procedure 

thr,t had SO long been a part of French life. Sotllavie, court reporter, 

describes the prevalent attitude toward the court 2,nd th@ Ring at this 

pertieular time I 

12 

"The court, being· entirely composed or inP.xrerienced 
youth, devoted to pltltnsure and novelty-, could. not 
bear the restraints of ceremony praetioe« under the 
preceding reign.... The pomp of royal ty beC8.~ an 
object of uneasy constraint, and a..f"terwards of 
pleasantry ad ~eris1on. The court, seduoeit by' the 
idea of an excellent and :refined administration, 
under ,hilosophie ministers, imagined that it '11l'8.8 

advancing to\mrds perfection, by ~.'dopting novel ties, 
whioh the !)'1"onarohy, better informed with respect 
to its interests, had .-vel' most strenuously repressed." 12 

John Lewis Soulavie, r;.§1iPti9@sJ, aM PgU-y,cgl :"emqirs of tim a'ia 
of 1&cwis m. 2.xx 

This very Simplicity and rustic quality ~hlch Frnnklin's plainness 

of dress typified, was in it~'!81f oomething of an innovation aM according 

to Parton did have some et"feot on the [leo:ole "'Tho were in some eases 

weary of t.he discomfort associated with court regalia. He ma.kes this 

remark ooncerninr, the effect Franklin's first apr'earnnoe at court created. ~ 

"Better tor the whole tribe of obamberlains if tr.at. 
chamberlain had done his duty, and sent the Ameriean 
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home for his "Nig. The recoil from the French 
Re'f'Olution (in ",,-blOO we are nO\!t livillf') has ~iven 
the chaMberlain class !1ootlwr century of life, 
but Franklin :really announced- their departure when 
he went to court ~~'1thout a court dress, amid the 
ecstatic aprlause of -;'urope." 13 

1:;--------
James Parton, 141" and T1m!s of Iltnl§lRn [raJ'''';, 2:312. 

Franklin himself in a latter to ;'<rs. Thompson, at Lisle, leaves U& 

a. description which seems to 1nd1entEt that he rather enjoyed the pic­

tu.re he was cutt.ing. 

14 

"Figure me in your mind as jolly as formerly and 
as strong and bearty, only a fe'l'! y'ears 0 liter; very 
plainly dressed, .&ring my thin gray straight ha.ir 
that ~ops out under my only ociif'f"u:re, a tine rur 
cap, which COInes down my forehead almost to my 
spectacles. Tbink how this must appear Q!nang the 
powdered heruls or Pari£,. It 14 

Jared Sparks, 'fhe Cgmpl'tet~grks gf Ewnjarin fnwkl~D. 8:202. 

This ~bantering bourgeois whose smile was newr understood' was 

according to Fay, not at all unconscious of the influence ';'!ielded by 

his ressl"ge and reticence. :!'e believes that Franklin, in oaret'ully 

avoiding the political life of France and in taking but little 

advantage of hi~: diplomatic privileges, was playing a clever trick. 

He holds that this attitude \!liaS a pose intended to increase his 

infiuence. Fay says he wore nothing that betrayed social pretenSions 

of any sort or announced him as a man of rank. '['then he spoke "it was 

wi,th unction, nth e. slow, SlIOOth and serene digt'.ity tha.t '!1.'SS not 
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15 
entirely devoid of s'Ubtle irony.ft 

15 
Bernard Fay, Reyp1uttPD 'm Fres!rnasppn. 257. 

Ce:pefigu:re, whose views have been colored by his own lack of 

success, makes this observation on Franklin t s desire for retirement. 

He asserts that the retreat to which Franklin withdrew a.t the village 

of' PasS}" helped him to '!m!ke his re~,tion in Ii world disposed to 

mysterys 

",He showed himself little, like all men 'lJd:o choose 
to exercise a ~sterious influence. BUt he me.rle 
people talk about him a great dea.1. When he lett 
,his residence at Passy, it 'was to go to the 
Academy or Sciences of' which he was an assiduous 
correspondent. There, in thflJ midst of a programme 
on electricity ~r a theory of physical experiment, 
he dropped SOIM ~,s about bis dear country ••• 
soleam and sad ••• which 1fO'U.l.d awaken the sympathies 
of' those men of' science and 11 teratu:re who _zoe the 
leaders of the eighteenth century." 16 

lo-----"---~- ----

Edward E. P.a.le, fnnk:J in ~I Frtw9l, 11141-l42. 

Franklin's wisdom in not externalizing his official cfipeicit,. of a. 

representative of the American eo'ftrnment is laudtK! by Paine, 

17 

"The dirlomatic char&cter is of' itself the narrowest 
sphere of society that man can act in. It forbids 
intercourse by the reciprocity of suspicion, and 
a dinloms.t is a sort of unoonoocted etom continuously' 
"pelling and repelled. But this was not the case 
wi th Dr. Franklin. He "PrEIS not th~ dlplomat of a 
court. b1lt of [<iAN. His charaeter as a philosopher 
had been long establishe(9, and his circle of society 
in France was uniwrsal." 17 

Thomas Paine, The !,riting; ot T.!101OOs Paino, 2,335. 
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The affection and courtes;r extended to the AlI".erican amooseador of' 

good will extended also to the Americans who wen a.saociatea with 

Franklin. There ?Jere in.tn.U1lerable instances of courtesy from those of' 

the high nobH!ty among whom Fran..ldin had »".ade zealous converts to 

Americanism. Among them we rind the ~l:'!l1y of the Due d 'Enville who 

had taken part in ~;e wars between the French and the ~nglish colonists 

tn former years. In s~ite of this, hO'Wewr, the Duchess was thought:f"ul 

and interested enough to en.tertain the American representat1:ve, John 

Mama, who :rt'!Ill!l.t&s in a lett.er to his ,.rife, AbigaU: "I dined today 
18 

at the Duchess d'EnvUle's." 

18 
Charles Francis Adams, lam1J.1ar Letters 0' Jghp A1f.1M pnd His I1fl 
libiga.ll 114ams. )53 

The names listed upon the visiting ee.rds found among Franklin's 

pri va te papers would be an index to Parisian 8Oo1ety before the Revolu-

tiOD. Those that !:'lost frequently appear are the Duchess dtEnrllle, 

Duc de la RochefoUC8111d, r~. Turgot, Due de Chau1nes, Comte de Crillon, 

Vicomte de Sssfield, Prince de Deuxponts, Comte d tEsta.1ng, Marquis de 
19 

l',;!ra'beau and r,~. BeaU[~ard, Treasurer of the State or Brittany. 

19 
Albert Hel1l7 Smyth, The \j"itW5 of 'ftn1am!p Fmnk1ip, lO:.c06. 

Franklin i11mself wal3 ·.r~rry definitely a-mre of his popularity and 

Most ap;'reciative of it. In 11 letter to 30M Haneoc~, written 

December 8, 1776, from Nantes, he mentions thiS, as he dnes his plans 

for seeking the AU1anee t 
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21 

lI ••• ! hav.) not yet taken arry public character. 
thinking it prudent first 'to know whether the 
court is ready and wili ing to rece! ve ttittisters 
publicly from the Congress; that we may neither 
em~~s it on the one hand, nor subject ourselves 
to the hazar(! of a disgraoeM refUsal on the 
other •••• In the nteantime I find it generally 
sup;:'lOsed here that I am sent to negotiate; and 
that opinion appears to give real pleasure. I 
can judge by the extre!'ll8 civilities I meet with 
from members of the principal people, who ha.ve 
done the honor to visit me." '20 ' 

Jared Sparks, .sm.\.~., 8:190-192. 

He 'WEl8 not spoiled by this affection and esteem and ap~-arently did not 

place too much faith in its endurance. liriting to a .friend in America 

in 1m. he says: 

21 
~., 8,401. 

"The aocount you have ha~ of the vogue I am in 
here has some truth in it. Perhaps few st.re.ngers 
in Frn1),ee r..ave bAd the good fort ... to be so 
l.mivere~l1:' popular •••• B't.rt one is not to expect 
being alW67s in fashion •••• u 21 

!Iis conduct in winning the support of public opinion was termed by 
22 

CEtbanis in his 0smYtI1 n. _sterp1eoe". Nor were Englishmen umr-nu-e 

22 
Lewis Rosenthal, gIl. pili., 29. 

of his infiuence. Edmund Burke llentions in a letter to FJ- friend the t 
23 

"Franklin's presence in Franoe waG in itself a triumph 1701' the Colonies." 

23 
~ •• 35. 
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Thls astonishing and unusual att.itu~e QD the part or. almost an 

entire nation was tl1~ medium by ~rhieh Franklin was t;\bl{~ to effect the 

Alliance which brought victory to the atl."Uggling colonists. His 

urbanity, ar-?!'~ting at tittv.es an eaq noneh&lanoe, cloaked the 

assiduous eare with which he was actuall,y pltuming eaob move toward 

el'f'ecting the A.l.11a.nce with the French Government. First, he made 

excellent use ot puhlic opinion and drew even so elite a group as 

the philosophers and llterati to !:is wq of thhlldng. Next, he 

mas~rru1ly 'lOll the favor of V~rgermes and then applied the pressure 

of publio opin1on and the 1ft)ight of Vergennes' 1.n:nuence upon the 

Court to S8C'Ul"e the Alliance. Pranklin was 8.Wfll'e that the attitude 

of Vergennes and the Court toward the American cause was reMl"'WJd, 

wary and rlisoo1.l1'&g1ng. Al. though eftl7 group received him with aff'ec­

tioD, he found that those who swayed the pclit1oa.l dest1n1ea of hance 

had DO _l~, that is, DO open WlCOll8, for the chief of' the American 

rebela. the7 appa:rently' wished that he had sta~ in America rather 
24-

thaa involve them in the ditf"ieu1t1es be brought with h1m. 

24 
Edward E. Hale, SlRa git.. It 71. 

There 1s some disagreement as to the part Vergennes rlla:fed 1a 

the }."Opu:larlzation of the cause tor the Alli8!lC&. Faj states that 

Frankl1a ft. able to exert such 1nfiuenoe on Vergennes that. the t.wo 

be~ Menda 9.nd~ated each other with respect, at'f'ect.101l aDd 

complete contidenoe. Together they organized t.hrough Europe a vast 



network o£ ~ 111 favor of' the A1Il8riCllJ'1 cause. The Pntnch 

minister put at the dlspositioD of the Amerioa.n representl!tift the 

P'reneh :newspapers ( which were then in the hands of the go'ftrmaent. 

the Sit-ttl de lnn. and the lermn d, FaDaI ) and also created 

a special newSi.>e.per for the purpose of' spreading Franco-American 

ideas. It was ce.lled Lt" Ureine' at l·.A.neleBID It do ,,'aw •• 
25 

and was supposedly published in Antwerp. The irlportance of' this 

25 
Bernard Fq, kYPJ.y.tJ.sm!MIS F'rttrmsgnn. 256. 

curious publication lrllioh forma a colleotion of sixteen '."Olumes, 

cannot be overestimated. Each vol't!me conte1ns two partSI first, 

articles, es88.Ts, trar.uslations and doeuments on conditions in ~1and 

a.nd America. secolldl7, a remarkable :resume of' current events in those 

t'm> countries aNi in Pranoe. "ta7 me.intains that the prudence of' this 

publication 111 everything that conoerns FrP..nce, aDd its boldness 

23 

in attacld.ng England, would be eertain enough clews as to its origin. 

!he most audacious mow on the part of' the 'NAkIf was the reprinting 

of'long extracts from ge-D Sen •• Thomas Paine's great reTOlution.a1'7 

pe.mphlet. The ed1 tor takes great pail'lJl to refute Paine's d1atribe 

against monarchy and inherited priv11ege. He praises unstlntedly the 

sentiment of' independence d th whieh the rook is sta.mped as -.11 as the 

author's ps:triot,lsm &.nd zeal for his countr,y's future. This periodical 

did not hesitate t.o publieh Prioe's Q1im#mtt2Jl1 on QnJ. Ubex:;tr 

which the Censor of the Vinist17 of Foreign Affairs had suppressed as 
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containing dangerous views on personal liberty and the extent of· 

human, rights. It offered its reeders an American code, thus spread-
26 

ing everywhere the theories from across the sea. 

2b' 
Bernard Fay, Inti Bevolutionan Spir! t in France and America, 89-90. 

It is necessary to keep in mind, 8.S Hale points out, that 

Vereennes was first of a,ll a Frenchman and the interests of France 

were to him of more importance than anything he coul.d a.O ,for America. 

He had no sentimental ideas about the American cause; he had few 

ideas beyond the welfare of France. '!'he rights of America he had 

looked upon as noteworthy only in so far as they related to his 

mother country. He had been a good friend of America not because he 

sympa.thized with American views, nor because he believed that Americans 

ha.d been unjustly treated, but because he belieTed it to be in the 

best interest of France that the two Countries should be closely 

bound together, All of his official acts will be found to ensue trom 
27 . 

this pI'inciple. 

27 
Edward E. Hale, Qp. cit., 2:80-93. 

In \'IIOrking toward the Alliance, Franklin had one thing only in 

mind' the acquisition of money and men which were to be so needf'ul to 

the American cause, He had no desire to deplete the French treasury 

nor to introduce to Frenchme~ the poe:ibilities of democratic govern­

ment. The foreign policy of France itself, under the leadership of the 

Count de Vergennes, who knew of the f'inancial conditions of France, was 
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toward the benefit ()f' France a.nd :F'rs.noo alooo. For fr~is re-·son the 

Alliance was fortnf\d. Repeatedly Soulavie sta~s that it \:las pa.rt of 

the foreign politY,f of Franee to nsrdnt the ins'Ill"gents, not to further 

revolutionary tElndencies but to b.milL·,te England: 

28 

It", These were the causes ot the agitations in the 
in~rior of rz'anee durin~ ther1rst years of the 
reign of Louis XVI. She wished to declare ~ against 
England; 8.nd 'England, wishing to haw tho gloryot 
dech.ring it herself, took ste,s to keep off the 
measure till ahe had found means to gain this point. 
Uj)On this, Prance changed her td.n1stry and sup~orted 
the !nsurrenta.~ 28 

John Lewis Soulavie, 012. daj;., 3:200-201. 

Again he states tbat oonsiderat:iotls thftt would benefit FNnce 'Jnly were 

the motives 7lhich impelled the Kir.g to recognize the Independence of 

the Un! ted Sta.te~n ., 

"One ot the chief' clerks in the office of !1.. de 
VergeflMs informed me, that France, oontent with 
yielding secret and indirect succours to the 
Amerieans, hesitated for a long time before she 
took decisive and hostile measures against '8rlgland. 
He declared to me, the spe~ch of the FArl of cr..atham, 
the object of ~hieh was to produce & Peaoe -nith 
At!eriea, end to ,mite a.l:!. the forces of Great Britain 
against Fre.new:, detert"dned lr.. riG Vergennes to make 
to the kir~ ~ propo!al ot open ~r. The following 
alternative was the principal argumeJlt offered by 
that minister. "If' we walt," says he, "till 'f..ngland 
has terminated her differences with her American 
ool .. :mies, she will attack uz Il'lith all her rorces." 
.,. "If, on t.he contrary, _ at~~ack her at the time 
she is maldng war uoon herself, our means and our 
resources lI'lll be doubled. It 1s therefore expedient 
to declal"e, thl'it we have recognized the }.me:ricans as 
8. SOV;!!:reign peo,le; since by this me~m8 "'Ie sha.ll 
have one more a:!..1y to fi;;ht tor us, whUe England 
will have OtM9 MTe enemy to combat." These considera­
tions determined the OQurt of France to recognize the 
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Un! ted States as an iW!e~nd.nt people; and 
Ltnrls XVI, who was averse to the war, yielded to 
the unanimous sentiment of his council,," ,'29 

~., 3:]96·397. 

'l'homas Paine mentions -the il1f"luence Franklin exerted over 'l!Olrgennes 

but implies that the ;:;}inistor was oapable of making up his own mind. 

30 

11 Count Vo:rgennos was the personal and BOcie.1 
friend of Dr. Franklin; and the Dootor had 
obtained, by his sensible graeeful.ness, a sort 
of innuence over himJ but with respect to 
princ1pl~s Count Vergenn&s ~as 8 despot." 30 

Thoma~ Paine, gu. sit., 2:335. 

26 

In the accomplishment of: t.he last ~tep toward securing the Alliance, 

the Court was almost fo't'oed by public opinion to assist tl-'...e American 

cause. Adams mentions the current gossip in a letter to his vdfes 

31 

1't'1'he reception 1- haw met in this kingdom has 
been as friend)..,., as polJ te, and 8,8 l"espeetM 
as ftll possible. It is the universal opinicm 
or the people here, of all !'I11"1ks, that a Mend­
Ship between France and America is to the interest 
of bot~ CQul'.ltrie!!, ~nli the _.. "111iance ••• 1s 
universally popul8.r; so much so that I have been 
+.old by persons of good judgment that the gove!'l1llent 
here wolud haw been under a sort of' neceeslty ot 
tlgl.-eeilllf: to it, even if' it had not been agreoable 
to themselves." Jl 

~~l.s Francis Adans, QP. Si}_, 329. 
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That the king was a,verse to signing the All1a.nce is 1!'1'el1 knom.. Para-

doxically, his attempt to reinstate France in her position among 

nations, by sunnortin~ the A~rioan cause o~v furn1shed his subjects 
32 

with arms sg!tinst himsel.f. 

32 
Fel1.."t Roequain, Uw ReY2litioEtt SRi1t~t ft!ced~gg the FlSlXUI;& 
RQvo1BtiPD. 141. John ~1~is Soul~vie, 9'1l. cit., 3:348-,350. 

" """"'"-.-." .. ~.-..-.-....---------------------------------
Opinions dit.fer on the attitude of the ;';:ueen regarding the Arnerican 

RIlOVIllution. M •• de Campan states that ~~rie Antoinette spoke out more 

plainly than the King about the part France was taking respecting the 

independence of the colonies and oonstantly o-poosed it. ;3he 17'8.8 tar 

from foreseeing, l:oMvor, that a revolution a.t such a distance could 

exol te ODe .:n wh! ch the 1!"..1sgn1ded 'PO);'ll.;(tB ce 1muld drag her frotl a w.ace 

to an unjust and cruel death. She saw only something ungenerous in 
33 

the method which France :"as ado~t.inll to oheek the po'1I'I'er of !l:ngland • 

. 33 
Jeanne Louise Henriette de Campan, OIl, cit., 2:211. 

More vigorously Mu:-e. de Campan deal.aresl 

34 
l.la4., 2141-42. 

IYThe,'ueen tlever disguised her dislike to the 
AIMrioan Wer; she could not conceift how anybody 
could advise a sovereign to aim at the humiliation 
of fngland, through an attack ()n the sovereign 
authority, are by' assisting a people to organize 
a republican oonsti tution. She orten laughed at 
the enthusiasm with wili cb Fna:a.klin insp! red the 
French •••• " .34 
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Watson does not agree with this opinion. H(>: intimates 1 t was by 

the -personal 1nfiuenCl:l of t,he Queen th!:".t France supported the colonies. 

'this lnfiuence, he says, 'I'1t\S directed by i'ra.:nklin himself. 

35 

ft ••• Hn had atte.lned, bl the exercise of th.ese 
qualities, a powerful int.t!trest in th{!t feelIngs 
of the heautiM Queen ot" Fi"&:a-:~. She, at that 
tiM, held a strong politIcal intluence. The 
exercise of t.hat !nf'1uenoe, adroitly directed 
by wJUc1in t.ended tl') prodnce the ae~led~nt 
of our Indep.endence, 000 the aubsequont r.lCasU1"eS 
pursu,ed 'by France 11'1 Its approwl. 1t 35 

< 

Elkanah Kat80ft, 012- cit., 89-90. 

Agreeing with r;atson, Thomas Fa.1ne pays tribute to the ~een' s espousal 

of the American oe.use 1 

3b---~·-·--

"The th~1'l N~.ni~ter 1)1' FrlUl08, Count Vergennes, was 
Il~t t,h~ f'riend or Ar:JEirice; and it is both ,justice 
an<! gratitude to say, that it was the Queen of 
~;:tnee F" ga~ th~ cJ.uee of America a fashion at 
the French Court." .36 

Thomes Paine, g;g. cj:$j_, .2:335. 

At length Fram:lln's 'lisely planned strategy :succeeded. In the 

wake of French enthusiasm &nd with the approval of V6rger~es, the 

Treaty of Al.l.Jan~ was signed Febrw:;.ry 8. 1778. The French government 

now gave her word to help openly the ~rican cause. Abbot ea;ys it 

1I'l'l.S '\rl. th suprem :reluctance t.nat the Kiilg signee. 'this suicidal &ct 

1-l1hich recogni!'.eil the r.igbt of nations to ohange their go~rtll!'l.ents. 

'I'hrough t.he .hllianoe the doctrine of the MJl'!l'pi;mty Qt t:he ;maple was 
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_de 1egltimt\\'te in France. He continues, Ittbls one sentiment, un:re-
. 37 

slated, would S1feErp Eu.rope orf its despotic thrones." 

37 
John S. Abbott, the :PrtUM ileY91pt:&fS of Ua2, 1:62. 

The~ 'P.III!~ other ,'\is~dv:!,.ogs. ~lo\.l.lilvi€. ;;,orbidly re'l!'.erks t.h!ll.t the 

prlr.f-oouncll of Louis XVI ffdlsregarded the remonstrances of intelligent 

8,;11 i,~rt1a1. :"e~, and "!fe!"'::'r't~c~ti"l't'! 0nIy tn tha eneom11lt'ls of' the 

,hilo3()phcra a'Cd friends of ~lt:r, who viod 'l!tith eaob other in ~-
3S 

tolli!':;;; the ex;,;edltion or tho l'~noh a~"3~ the fj,tlantio." 

38 
John Le.".ls Soularle, gp. <tiLle, 2t:xxr.v1-XlCC'rlli. 

Arter the Allianoo ~i;f.i.S GigLCd tho :::'o::::rcsentativc cf the h~rican 

Re-publlc WEi.S more t.han ever the center of attrn,cticn in Peris. He ,_S 

no longer a solicitor of fa~fOr; ~e bId scCt'cplished nart of his misslon, 

and his business no" ~8 t,o ~~r the .:;o,~ "Ji11 of th~ french people •. 

He acquitted 1;imeelf adr:1ira.bly L'1 this task. Soulavie, a oontel!l:POrary, 
39 

says of h1.'n: "1 !::.n"Je seen ?rnrJo'..1in 8-'1 object of ~dorntion." The old 

39 
~., 2sx:xxviii. 

diplomat was very much awa.N of his increasing popularity. In e. letter 

to his daughter, It'',rs. Sarah !:kohe, dated June 3, 1719, he rives an idea 

of how much the French people thought of himl 

ft'1'he clay medallion of me ~s the f'irst of 1 ts 
kind r.:ade in France. A variety of others haw 
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30 

been made s1Dce of different sizes; ao~~ to be 
set in the lids of snuff' boxes ~md som~ so Sl"..all 
as to be WOl"l'!. in rings; and the numbers sold are 
incredible. These, ;:dth the pictures, busts and 
prints (of which copies upon oopies are sl:Il"EIad 
everywhere) heve :"!a.de :!OUT f(ither's face as 'lIVen 
.known as the moon, so th,at he durst not do any­
thing that V!Ou1d oblige him to run away, as his 
phiz would discover ~im wherever he should venture 
to show it. It 1s said by learned etymologists 
t...'Jat the name ~ for the ir:lS.,€e children play 
with is derived from the word ld,Ql. From the 
number ot dolls now made of him, he may be said, 
in that sense, to be ~=dgl1-~1Rd in this 
country. ft 40 

Jared Sparks, op, ~., 8:173-374. 

The effects ot the .'aliance were threefold lit increased the 

popularity of the .itmeriea:n cause and thereby the prestige of l"rankl1n; 

it created a deficit in the already sadly depleted French treaslU"YJ 

and lastly, it was responsible for many young French of'f'ioers Md 

soldiers enlisting in the Amerioa."l arm'1'. Each or these l"esults will 

be discussed in turn. 

The Royalists had good reason to suppose that the result wotlld 

be the sprea.d or ::dtat they deemed pernicioUS doctrines throughout the 

land. Their fears \i-ere fully justIfied. '!'he American I".:ar nroduced 

an ea..xtraordinary ferment in certain influential groups evidenced in 

discllssion, criticism, solid and ephemeral literature. Suard seized 

the oeee.slon to oo.blish his translation of' Robertson's Agr19i; 

CeriseI', a friend ot l:"dams', touched upon the ... \nglo-American war, 

Dubuisson wishe~ to enlighten his countrymen by his Ama de 11 
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,mvglYt;pn dt l'Anmr'gue Ar.gla1se; n school edition of Pog;: 7{1ehard'S 
l~ 

AIVllll'c apt-eared. 

4l 
Lewis Rosenthal, gp. eiYe, 63-64. 

::11111e sympathy and adniration for America thus ea,used thf'l periodicals 

to Hssum a bolder tone ~md to la.uneh forth ',11th greater Bssllmnce and 

greater frequency the V11OrdS, " eonatitut1ona 11 J "rights'f, "'liberties" --

explosive, dangerous words these, 1n the deee.dent atmosphere of 

absolutism --- the AT:'le:r1can vrar furthe:rr,ore, changed the purely social 

character of the c1ube introduced into France from Fngland, by giving 
42 

them a deo1ded poli tioal tone. 

4z " 
~.. 115. 

The financial help whiah America received from France was stupendous. 

It enabled Dr. Fn'..nklin to sustain the oredit of America in F.uro!'8 and 

it contributed essentially to the suocess of tte campalrn ';~h i oh ended 

in thf'! surrender of. Lord Cornwallis at Yorkto:m. The sum tots.1 of the 

T1cmey obtal~ !'rom France f.~t the solid. tation of Franklin was twenty-

six !!'.i111on5 OrrranC8: 1n I m t'll'O mil J ions; in 1778 three m1l:lions; 

in 1779 one million; in 1780 four mi11 ions; in 1781 ten mil' ions; in 

1782 six ni111ons. These aids ,~'6re given at a tL"'1e ,?,hen France herself 

~ES at war and while the mini5ter or finances. 1,;. Necker, oonstantly 

oP11Osed the grants. Umd ttlngly, Franklin helped bleed the French 
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monarchy to death. 

43 
James Parton, Ope cit., 22391. 

32 

Franklin was most successful in stirring the pcpull"..r support of 

the }"merioon cause by blOit1.ng young officers and soldiers to leave 

~!1ce to help fir,ht the American iWYOlution. 

44 

n ••• the community ftS solely engrosMd in the 
Anglo-American war. ff,any young solt11ers belonging 
to the first families of the country followed 
La. Fro:.yette· s exprnple, and broke through all the 
illusions of grandeur, and all the charms of 
l~.;, of amusements and of lo~, to go and 
tender their courage a.nd their information to 
the revolted A:mericans." IJ. 

.T~anne Louise Banr1ette de CrulIpan, 9P' g1\., 1:209-210, 

Young Frenchmen responded in great numbers to the stirring 8.Qpeal 

and. embarked for AlT.erice.. In tOO later history of France these 

veterans of the .itmerict::tr. Revolution, inoluding notables such as La 

Fayette as well ",s men of the rank and fUe, were to haw an important 

part in the shap1n~; ot' the French Revolution. '1'0 thpm America was the 

example J','ar exce11 ence of hov: th.e evils of France could be remedied. 

The continual drain on his time occasioned by the noi tint;' of 

re~ndations for such volunteers irked Franklin, but he ?'\~alized the 

good enudled for his country a.nd chEu~rfully continuerl. ,":het.her he 

,foresaw the consequences or the scbooline these t'!en 1<'101'e to receive is 

cloubtM, although many of his contemporaries realized the posdble 

outcome, In writir.g to a friend Franklin gives a slight 1.ndication of 
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the constant demaoos on his time by these enthusiastic young soldiers: 

45 

nYon can have no co!;oept1on o.r ho,\;v I ~4.m 
harassed. All fJ!Y' !Tie •• are sought out and 
teazed to teaze me. G~at officers of f..ll 
ranks, in all departmtJnt,s; ladies, grellt and 
small, besides professed solicitQrs, worry me 
f'rom morniDJ; to nifht. The noisf') of' every 
coach now that enters rr:y court terrifies me. 
I am afreid to a.ccent an invitation to dlne 
abroad, being almost sure of meeting with some 
officer or officer's friend, ':'Tho, as soon as 
I am put in a Rood humor by a glass or two of 
c.~pa~, begins his a.t~9.clc on me. Lu.ekily, 
I do not 0ften in slaop dT'eam of these vexatious 
situ.ettons, or I should be a.fraid of' '1;'rl>.at P"re 

now r:ry only hours of cor.tfort. If', therefore, 
yon hBve the lesst re~Aining kindness for me, 
it you would not help to drive me out of France, 
tor God t S sake, nr:J' dear friend, let this your 
twenty-third e.Pl1icat1.on be your last." 45 

Jared Sparks, gPe Pile., 8:219. 

Three prominent women or the period gi va their views of the 

possibili tie s of what might happen as the result of the contact of 

the soldiers with America. An important member of society, the 

Vixcountess de F'ars-P'auaselandr,y states in her MWll!QU:Su 

4b-··-~ 

tiThe war of Aznerioan Inflependence had .1ust broke 
out. Louis XVI had 'taken up arms for the insur­
gents as we eslled them, and had rlesil"l9d to deal 
Fngland n ~ortal blow in favorinp the1~ emancipa­
tion. Unfortl.lnately he mortally wounded his own 
monarchial ~r. There were, I do not deny, great 
p.ems of revolution in France, but the 'mil,. to 
crush them 'ws not tp feed the public moo on that 
love of independence which burst forth beyond the 
sea, !I.M to send officers and. soldiers to drink in, 
on the Ar.ieriean continent,princi!-)les ot republi­
canism." 46 

UH'1is Rosenthal, 912. g1~., 6n-61. 
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Mme. de C'Al.m:pe,n gives some idea of what "I.ctually did h&:ppen: 

47 

Ii Our youth flew to the "\'«irs ''!'Sged in the New 
~orld tor liberty and against the rights of thrones. 
Libert)" prevailed, they returned triumpha:nt to 
france and 'brought ~i th them t,he seeds of inde­
pendence. letters~:m various mill ta.r:r ~n "'!ere 
frequently received at the palace of Versailles, 
the saals of whioh bore the thirteen sta.rs of the 
:nited States, surrounding the oo:!' ot liberty •••• 11 47 

Jeanne Louise Henriette de Campan, 0'0' ~., 2(332. 

M •• de fiausset is no less emplaties 

48 

" • •• the apeeehea ot some distinguished members 
ot the epposi ticn, who eloquently dat.Moo the 
principles according to which t.t'le Americans had 
taken up arms, were read with avidity, even with 
ecstasy, ar.d es~ntiallY' contributed to lni1.ame 
the public l.nind. The youth of the court hastened 
to serve in this War. Republican doctrines 8asily 
took root in immature minds ena:mored ot novel 
systems." 48 

Lewis Rosent.1'l41, AR. ctt., 61. 

Soulane lists as one of the decisive causes of the French Re..a-

lution the developme1'1ts resulting from French part.ieipation in the 

All'!erican Revolution: 

nA seditious and innovating philosophy, intro­
duced under administration which till then had. 
}..'8rseeuted it, confirmed, in a short time .,. •• 
speculative &!y:,rehensions, which became still 
more a.,.,~t, ",hen the ,:::overnment, u.1'lder the 
:pretext of reducing t,he maritime powers of 
England, sent the no_r of the l"renoh youth 
to learn in America the fatal art of exciting 
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revolutions, of aethroning kines, and ereeting 
ft l"enublie at the expense of' George III." 49 

John l.ewis Soulavie, op, cit., 2:xv1i. 

35 

Af"tor the war with F;ngland was OTer, interest in American. affaire, 

while not 90 penere.l, bees.me more intense. Enthusiasm chE.nged to 

admiration which was but e step to imitation. The :return of the 

officers and men from America and the conclusion of an advantageous 

peace threw the nation into transports of JOT. 

The living exrunple of the Republio of the United states, the words 

of her statesmen and her friends, and the discussion of her institutions 

contributed in no slight degree' to intensify the already great agitation 

in France, which was dally oocoming more radical and more f.raught with 
50 

danger to constitutional authority. 

50 
Lewis Hosenthal, PRe ci1<., 97-105. 

The men who took part in the war saw for themselves what it was to 

live under delROoratic government. Paine 88.)"SI "The French officers 

and soldiers who went to A"Ierica were eventually placed in the school 

of Jl':r&edom and learned the practice as _11 as the principles of it by 
51 

heart.- Privs.te and public letters, diaries and memoirs, the 

51 
Thomas Paine, QXb c'~.' 2s336. 
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com.ments ot the nress and the ,rrossi!, of the day reveal the opinions of 

the French while they were on the ."'.meriean continentI 

52 

It ••• the officers who had been to America were _ 
most11 young men less shackled by habit and 
prejudice; and more ready to assent to the 
suggestions of common sense and feeling of COJ'!ll"10n 

rights, than others. They came back with new 
ideas and impl"essions. The press, notwithstanding 
its shaokles, begem to disserrdmte them; oo:rrversa­
tion assumed new freedom; polities beoarne the 
theme of all societies, male and female, and a 
very extensive z-ee.lous party 'v8.S formed ~hich 
acquired the appellation of the Patriotic Party, 
who, sensible of the abusive government under 
which they lived, sigh&d for the occasions of 
reforming it. 11 52 

Thomas Jefferson, hmY', 1: 56. 

Lafayette sent to his wi1"e and his friends letters that breathe at 

once bis devotion to them and his ardor for libertYe Mingled with his 
5.3 

French gallantry is a eoamvr~litan lOTa of free institutions. 

53 
Lewis Rosenthal, sm. pit., 82. 

The French saw before their eyes a governme!1t that oombined order 

and Uberty. Young and enthl1siastic heads, among them ;Segur and Dwaas 

desired such a blessing tor themsel vee and their oountl"1. Dumouriez 

said: !1 ••• the Amf'!rican war had not formed great generals, but the. 

young men who had Mde its campaigns had seen closely 8. De",: people 

governed by a wise constitution. Their Mads were turned. The,. brought 
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54 
back bldly d.igested ideas. n 'rh~ae .Game ideas, r.o'f.!0ver, mrt~ so man.r 

54 
lW., 140-141 • 

.ruses which the fire ()t pUblic passion would one day 19ni te rurl cause to 

bla.ze in :revolutlona:ry con...f"J.apra:tion. 

DoCW!lGntarY evidence on the opinions of th& French offioe1"'8 is 

:lbundant; but 1s almost tot.llly mmtlng in rt}g3.rd to ,the opinioM of 

the French sQldien. One es.'D only infer ~at they thought. ;~"·en though 

the!'e was a trer~ndoU8 rtiff.reno. in la~, education and he1"ed1 ta.ry 
\ 

customs bet'i\1$ent.he ~nch '}"Ieasa..l'lt-seldler and the AmerieRn ftuoomer-

so ld1er, the effect of the contact, ho"wl" s11t:;ht, ~nat hRVt't be~n very 

. e11 iog upon th~ f01."m0:r. 

55 
lW,., 90-91. 

"The feeble :~ntellect of' the peaa.nt soldiers did 
not ewtch tbp, Ml enirit. of tbe institutions l&bout 
them, but they must have r.otlced, a8 they marched 
through Chr.meetleut or Rhode Island or ~,~se.achusetta, 
that all clasMs entered tn., SLl!\e ~tlng h')use, that 
the 11 tUe children in the villages mmt to the m:u!l8 

scl";I;()ol and that no man, ~, or child did corwe 
d\.-t,,... •• ',ie· Woe:,. be sure that the soldiers or the hench 
regiments perceived thi"t the "ble {)f the A~rioan 
h.n.ler was lq.den witl'\ tood 8llch 1'.8 their peasant 
sic relatives in France newr tasted, t'Ilven on the 
fifty hol1daya which tt-.eiZ'. Churoh allowed them. And 
that in A:rneriOtl, field hands 'I8re :':':01"8 l1beral17 
paid than they, Men o£ the nord, had been for ell 
their campaigns in o.rmtUQ" or the lii&therlands.... As 
they 8fj:\9 this contrast, the thouvhts of bettering their 
condition entered their dull brains •••• " 5' 
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,Thus America was a school that opened ~ minds of many of these. 

Frenchmen. In consequence they would, years arter, t.he flore readily 

shake ort allegiance to their king and don the revolutionar.y cockade 

with greater alacrity and enthusia.m. 

,a th th~ actual outbre.ak of the Revolution the i.n.f'luenoe of the 

men, "trho had actually been in A~rica, was predominant in tho M~eting 

of the Notables and also in the HatioM.l Assembly. Soul.avie states: 

56 

tiThe greater p·art of those demoen:.ts of' noble 
rank, who abandoned their order in 1789, who 
united themselves with the Commons, who proposed 
the Dee1aration of tho Rights of f,:an, who con­
ducted the :revolution against the ancient govern­
ment, who abolished the ;:;rivilege~ on thp 4th or 
August, who ann1h1lated the monarchy of' Henry IV 
and Louis l"IV, and who proo1ai_d insurrection 
against despotism to be the mClSt sacred of all 
duti(l!s, performed their revolutionary studies in 
the United ~;;tate8. It is impossible not to 
recollect the ~s of La Jl'ayette, Roohambeau, 
D'Estaing, Beauharnais, Lausun (Biron), Cust1nes, 
Noailles, Bouvion, Math!.", Dumas, &-trthier •••• It 56 

.John Ilnods S"ul!'l.viJI~, on' clt., 3:1.15. 

Thomas 'Paine indieates thf'l influence this contact 'IVi th America had upon 

the situation in France: 

57 

"lihen the war closed, a wst reinforcement to the 
Ot".luse of Liberty spread i tselt over France, by the 
return or the French off'ieers and sold . .1en. A 
knowledge of the praotice was then joined to the 
theoJ'7, am all that was wanting to give it l"'P-tU 
existence as op:ortunlty. Man cannot, properly 
speaking, mc.ke oirott':1stane&s for his purpose, but 
he al.~8 has it in his po~r to improve them when 
they oceur, and this 'AS the case in France.M 57 

'l'bomas Paine, Opt 01t., 21 })6. 
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The American c:ar was product! va of eonseqt1encea the most fs,tal to the 

monarchy. Soulavie giws 8. deecription of the havoc l'EU1Cbed in France 

as the result of this interventions 

58 

"Y,,'l.lng La Fayette, the r~allharnsis, the Noal11es, 
the Bethiers, the Lamethe, and other adventurers 
in th6 American ~dition, set off from Versailles 
."ith the pretensions ('1.00 rights of their birth, 
:to ret'trrn sJllonl! us afterwards converted and edified 
by the simplicity or ma,nners pt"actised nt Philadel. 
phia, and by the ideal bea.uty in morals which a 
republican and virtuous people had illtroduced into 
their go~rt'l.lJlent. Thoy were obael"'W'~ on their return 
to be discontented with the mill ta.ry autho,ri ty and 
arbitrary principles of the co1..tr't in France, dis­
gusted at the abuses of the old government, end dis­
posed to "produce in their country, against te!'\I:is, XVI, 
a !'evolution simUar to that which they had contributed 
to efrect against George III. They- had risked their 
lives to dethrone a. king and create at his expense a. 
republic. Six years af'ter, they despised the court 
of France ana their own constitutional privileges, to 
u.n1tel'fith the body of the people, whotl they excited 
against the ?Ower of the kingJ tM;r taught the people 
the art of revolutions J they assumed the title of 
fpPWta Sf ld..PN1tl they rJ8gan a revolution of which 
they could not foreseE' the and ~ SO IllUch had the 
writiJ'lgs of philosophers, the recital of A1fl9rioan 
expeditions, and speculations on the theory of govern­
ments, Fi~n to the minds of men in Franee a revolu­
tionary er'iri t, ar.d changed in I'l rew years the 
charaeter and genius ot the nation. Rhat lessons tor 
the g<ivernOf.'S of so great an Impire 1" 58 

John Lewis Soulavie, pp. CU., 21:DX'9ill-:ax1:x. 

We may agree with Fay, in our estimate of the infiuenoe Franklin was 

able to exert during his sta.y in Paris, when he says, "Frs.nkl:1n*s 

personal1ty and his stay 1" France are the source of. most of the visions 
59 

and hopes that '\'~re the imr.ledia.te preparation tor the French J{e'YOlution." ~ 

59 
Bernard Fay, nm rURlut!QPI17 $pia' w Fn.pgp and in AwtrJm, 145. 
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In sUIDl'Ik"lridng this ~hase of' the infiuf'!nce of Franklin, ono can 

S[;yc);""t it. bad. !"oth D. d1.rect aM hldirect bearir,g on the French 

Hevolution. l!pon his ur':riwl in France he hc;d on('! objective in !dnd: 

to obtajn ar. A.lli[;.noe. To do so h~' e:xe~d every possihlf' bit of energy 

::md uned every aVHib.ble means wnieh pres~nted itself. Feelin!~ the.t the 

American cause enjoyed SOTI'.e popular:lty even befors his Ql"Tival, he 

kept 1.t ~~. white heat through tbe ":'Jartim:l of his O''ll uersonality until 

::-·ublic op:lnion, run.::mg· other thi.n("a. finally ::orced tl:e f:il1.g i?nd his 

ninister tn sign t.he !\11ianc~.. f11s 1:':lrogrRrJ o:!:'propa,gt<nda,!'hich was 

cvhrittedly 9. 11:0:")11 one, '-:as d:i.rt:H)t<:::r1 a.t swayini/ P'tlhllc opinion in favor 

of tbe Alliance and :rlS not rt-imet! s.ot the destruction of the I"r~mch 

~overnment. If he 'tras gun ty::;f bringin~ about a certain a,:llount of 

1,~txitY' ann: criticis!n of court nroceaure and t!le like, thi.s 'ifI1S not 

aometr:ing at ~hieh he 'J.irneti but SOl!ietbnr 'Il'm5. c.h '\!rIlS j<Ul unlooked-·for 

result of the erfect his perso!U'.11ty had Ui~on the impressionable French. 

Be was the i'!!Ost ~stute 0:'" all di:olomata ~,nd ,/o'lld have done nothir",,'T to 

produce any kind of feE'11n'if that~uld eventualiy result in the failure 

of his ~lans to obtain the Al1ianoe. 

The formation of th~ ',11illllC6 itself, hOJ,'$wr, had 1.3. T'!o:re dil'0ct 

bef:~rin1.' on ti.:.U!l: :::evo lu-t1on. .31 nee it 1;t.::-; through mn.1Uin I s effort almost 

entir()l;r that the j.,llhmoe ~;!f'.S rom-tO, 1Il'e can say thnt his influence 

here is more direct. The eff9cts of the hHiance "tare ~monp' t}:e nTOxi!!£1te 

causes of ~.;,he Fievolutb11. ?ecau~ or it the flovereienty of t.he neoole 

'ffas legi timatbed; th€' SOc1,8.l 01<'.1:8 b'lk on :', def1ni tely ;-:011 tiC6.l tone 

and became activ~ pron.llW\''l't,in's of' '~"OvoJutiomtry ooetrin£'s; ;,ernicious 

doctrines relating to persotW.l freel'lo-ru, ecp:a1ity, cor:stltuti:)nnl rights, 
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thro'U,f:h the press intensified t};;'!! already exiBtinp: i~gitat:lon in Fr.nnoo; 

the r'rench treasury ·XG.S (;arleted 'i. t :' ti,,10 vJr:en tb.'~ : .. cst pre c;s,l"ious 

r'll"'Oblem of tte :"OvEn'!l:::'J3"'lt ".·~S t.hl.it of :"inA.1'loo; tina finally it was 

responsi"de for tho cul1ztf;l(mt of fr1llny)f;"icers J.YF·~ soldiers in t.he 

Arnerlcan artt:y'. 'l'ha doric! t in tb~ troilsul"Y brought cihol1t in:~~ased 

tex.at.i.cn and consequent.!y d:bsatisi':;.ct:i.on on the oart of' t.he ~t}Onle "mo 

looke~. askance at every futile tltter;mt of the f'OVl'!'rrn;Jent to h~lance the 

budr:et. Ihe youne ~n "'ho returned to France a.fter the M(!fl"t"ic~n R~volu .. 

tioD were inculcated ':"!ith :N,,'')Ublic£;'" ldess, whose very no,-telty appealed 

to them. They had lc£.rnf;,-2 b:. T'~rsonal experionce what it "miS to live 

under a ~e!!'ocrstic j(overr.r..iSnt s.ne! were impressed r-:itl::; the contr~.sting 

conditions in France find AL1srica. • hen the time came for thl;'!se men to 

shake off the ~'11egi8.n,,-e <:'0 thei.r king it fU.!.S a. simple matter- for them 

to don the cockade of the revolutionary ,:roup whteh oromJ sed them no 

t::'!loh. 



CEA;)'I"m II 

f K\ NK1Iri , '!'HE PHILOSO HITi]~ 

Ihro worslip, C,S "·'ltnf'ssf'd in the t~ntieth century, ann c-route 

uni vf'Tsal 'trtd of b;i tation ~:1thou.t cha nr,inrr (' ssentil1l1y t[\1" trend 

,:;f t'iOUCht or ~·~t).rJe oP Ii vine: of' enthusiastic hero ~tor61d!,€!"s. e 

j"aw- cer'!1 how Fren"lin' S '-'o'::-uJ3ri ty ':'71 th thp. Deaple of 1 ch.sses in 

eip-hteenth eent~lT'.r France r'evelol1ed ~.nto ,lust such a. fad. ;"ore 

vita.1 ilmJOrtanoo "",5 the dHpth :j;:> !;ls influence on tho:,e'+o1"O'-; ':im 

intimately. £,8 ~1 Mn of ls!';,rnine, tl ~'TOr·ressive thinker, "; f'11"'11 

believer in the 4(.lmocrr,tic 1)[' livInG, '"?G helped to 81';n~.e t;:e 'poU-

tical troui:;ht of thon .... ?In.o ~i·e~ to ef~ect t.he Eoci~il emd f'>conomic ci:ar..ges 

in FNmCEl wU 0;' clJ1 Gina tt;d In the ?'rencn Hevo111t:ton. 

1'I\"i" "'ont''''i'l..ut'\on "'\1" 'i""'" ~""dl·-ct 1'5 it n"y h,.,·...,.. be' ....... 1s AI .. ~..... "tJ .... ~ "...... .;.. U lOJ, _,«~t J g ~',,, .C-L. ..,~'" 'if";; ",. ~:;-Ji., ~. 

€Id":1tted by Salnte-r:l'!!u\Pe! 

1 

"~J,ev'rthele:::s, there i5 1')0 doubt that ~kr:1nf 
his rer.liae:l'lce in j'nris, h('! ~id in his ~riV1 Cj" 

/::t Pr;'35:,' influence ;:any '')f thA o!:;i.nent rlen '1'!ho 
took Dart ooon ~Jf'ter in the rrcat revol~ltlon­
ary :',o'Venent; and tha.t h~ contributAd to d.ve 
the':" ':'ore e,::mriden<.~e t:21Y1 boldness ! 1"1 th~ir 

puroose. lt 1 

c. ;i.. :;;aint-Beuve, PgrtOk~t:s Qf the F~i.!'hte(mf.h l4ivtp;c;r, 3£:3. 

,~fter his ar ... iva.1 te becar.:e aCC1IJaintr'd with t;;e le'.colnc ?'hilo3of'hel"s 

and thi!1kerc in ?r'!1.nee, :,TilDne wf:om were Tur~"ot, Condoreet, Dl1':::)nt de 

'1erKmrs,o:rellet, th r nue ·"ie Ie. Hochefo',oa.~:ld find the younr, ·ir&benu. 

l'i.s conulcts with them lel~ to further rlevelopment of' their iderosdth 

SOl'ne e,tte~pts to ~a'rE' them tanpible. 
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;3ill<!e :he W,!i~ success socil:l.'ly:.·,n-:1 l.is .theorier:; lrie1"e ea['er1y so\.;[~ht 

£'..f.'ter in the :real'7l of science an.d f'h:llosophy, it is ()nly ton evident that 

Us politic81 tbeor1es ~re to he of SO'~ interest to the eirr:t-eenth 

Cf'nt1.1ry refo!"'''ers. 'tlct of the S'I.:P")ort h~ W<>D fro;,,: influent.it;l :~,en in 

h:rir, anr:l ilprsaHleG elcT'J l:re nttributet; to f;is d'f'11iEltion 'il'lth the 
2 

M&.so:nie Or-i.er. 

2 
See '\'0T"'end1x 

During the ;'ter:,rs i.11 \\"hieh Fr,ulldin i":"'.S In F1:'1"'is it"fiS f8s1~ionab1. 

for !!\en snd ;>;'r)men to r~isc'Uss theories of "O\~rnmEmt, to ~'robe deef,! into 

j ts cI'Ul!lblin{; substance .en{~ f:tl'ldin(~ the~ only decay, to criticise R;nd 
.3 

2U;:;rf"E"St reforms • i~.!rtO!,e thos€' of this ere. exertin:" ir;f'luenoe on French 

.3 
Albert Eenry Smyt!" Ill' dritines Qf B~njam1n Fomk1ip, 10:.)(10. 

thought :I;~re the r:oooo!:'1sts with wbom he 'l'lA.$ e8i.rlY'iC!1usJnt~d. Thf'se 

so-ea} led ~'ro[)Tet';jlves re<H~ily accepted Franklin on -th", strength of a 

re.nutHtion esu;blished in ec.rlier visits. Previous to 1'7'76, he hed been 

1'!1 li'rance on tvro occasions, first in 17(7 and ther.; in 1";'69. The :"otive 

for bot}: vi;'itn'~jf..l.S the Sl£ltne. F'r[~nkl1n wished to confer "'it.h H!rr~'eu-

r:l.lbolJrc reg :Minr Ue nUblication D::'n :'roncn edition of f-:is o-.m \\'Orks. 

n~ese vlfllts are riven little consir1eratlnn by his hiorraphers, but they 

'I":"ej"1"! instrumental 1n 4!."stebllsting hi;; coci;:ll -;:;os1 tion -rrr.tch he bald in 
1 .. 

'lr Jonr N'.sidf>nee ":1'3 ",:,' nis'ter to France. In tl,is stu~1 of' \ is ir:f1uenoe 

J.. 
1';rb:ard T". Hale, r);anklin in Fn;m<a, 1:2-7. 
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tr,ey 8.l"e !lot to b:> rcef:1'::etei!. The c:'i~r I"I"sronsibility,. however, for t.he 

'll';:rmth of hi:! welool:!? 11,,51 in the })'fmeh inteM'lst in franklIn's :J:rritinrs 

'Hi ~:>()l aies, or SOCi"ll N~O!lorny. T'her!"'. ('!fiS :;t thf:' ti;"'~ an <'lb$Orbing 

int..erest in F:!"I:l!lce POl" ;'i'hat they caller! f101it1eal f1.nd rural ("conomy. In 

1767 in the corl"P.sr:-ondenee of' Grim,'l, Diderot, 00 others, tl) the princes 

and not:le~n of ~l,.rO~)e, a curions es~:ay on tr:is absor~:1J'lH TI.:1ssion is 

four.cl. ',fter SD01"fir,g Dt ~O"le 1erlt1"tb tl~f.:t France [,1'<:::;,1'8 has ~Or.',e !lor,;ieet 

or rll"'f'dllf"etion'· t,h" '!!Il"lter :"ib2,teS that tla,t the :'Ireaent ~10!"lAnt, rolitl.cal 

ami rural eeonorrry, ar:rieul tnre, the T'rineinles of' r'ovc-rnment, are the 
5 

obj!"ct~ of' !ll'::ltional n:~ssion. II 

5 
~., 116. 

To brinl" tor-ether the!?€! '1")(')11 tical eeooord,sts ti.n~ ''If'l''iC')ltur~,ilists 

a society hnd t-;t'!en !'o:rmed in r"'l:rl~. Fonnd~d in 1757 bJ Dr. francois 

Ul?snay, ttis r,roun eon~t1tlJtP.d'rhat mEly l~ rightly celled the t'irst 

sel':0;)1 of eoonotti.e t,t:oUt"'ht. P:hl r.i~;e;Y'le lln~ co-'m)J"'ltel" ",.'C. '3 th~ "'arquis 

('le "ir~b:'1'±ll, aut}~or of' t'l(> !berTie 11e 1 tlmpg~ in 176c and l:!i Phlj.S£!!!Pp."i. 

12;ral,e i.n 1762. In ,TamJ.9.ry, l'7()7 the above f'l"ou~), or Fhysiocr"'tfl, as 

they 1:r:re called, ":'rofl': a'"or~ of 1'Junont oe Nemours, (fhxfl"ige:rn;Ue. !2la 

s;;:mst~~:tiQil nfitl1t,1ll. Qe gouYftpe\~jent If! plus IJ~nt"reux eu [era tqt.ill), 

beg&n to issue t.hn month:!..y journal ::nhem§cig" d1J elWen, Q1J. BibU"t!i,iWJ 

des ;;eiePge1 :;"omlel! It ?9J.;tiqUfa~. In L:s.y, 176i:, DUl"Ont (1e Lf>17i.)Urs 

Lei:a~e the editor. To hi'''!, r)(lrh~ns l'lV)re than to any of thf' others, l:'.e-
6 

lon@7,7.{ the cl"e,-'lit f'or 11s"eminatlrr their economic vIews. Their theories ~ 

,;---" 
~i"i S .. I. Gnrey, li'r7:.nkH D '§ ,.. S0p93! C Views, IJE'. 
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'Were at an enrly dHte e,ccept~d by F'rfmtlin prohe:bly throuGh :.1s intiiY'.8te 

f'rif'ndsr:ip ~"i t: Dllr-:mt., y~[!r llf''t'''''T' their first ;'eetinf! :"~n!din 

'i'\'rltes thus to 111"1: 

7 

HI received your chlig-inee letter ",f th:~ 10th 
of 'ay, with tl::fl f:ost accept~ble '::-'I"esent or 
your Pb·,~erP1Cil, "",hleh I ha.ve read with 
gNat ple~:8trre, ar::n receiv~ii f'rOrf. :it <\ pNtat 
df'!r,.l of l,;struction. There is such e: rree':om 
f'ro:' 10081 '1!:d national r"'N!,)'udices, and 
Darti[jl:1ti~s, rlO m:1ch b:"'nevolence to mankind 
in ;:"eners,l, so "':;;;ch FO':;1ness f'1ixed vri th WiB1.01D, 
in the principles of' lour ne'" rhiloso"hy, thllt 
I wish I could h&vr> staye~~ in 7r;>nee ror ~ome 
time, to have studied In your school, t:rS,t I 
mipht, by cOl'lWJrsil".g 1~iti: it~~ foundf'l"S have 
made ~'l:YS0lr ::';i..lite a !\.Etster :>r th;l!lt nhilosonhy •••• 
It lsrrorn your philosophy only that tre "1',axims 
of Eo eontrl?r:'{ .«t;'ld more hsp'-:r conduct oire to 00 
dr'3'iffl, which I therefore carefully ~lsh 't1i!!..y 
p.'ro'"' :Jfld lncre~Ei~ till it hecomas the povernlnS!­
D:':i10~>op}W of t.he human st'l8ei~s, as it :;rust be 
that of s .... 1perior ooirws in better '~·orlds", ••• 
B~ so good s to present 'I'!fY sinoo'f"8 res'OOcts to 
that ven!'rable !c,;-Jostle, 1'r. ,.uf'sne:y, r:'.71~ to the 
irustriolls AMi lies 'Tom,as (of ""}'lO'3~ dvilities 
E,t Pr,.ris I l'f'!t:l}.n ::i "rateful rernelllb]"'1;inoe) •••• ~1 7 

}',lbert p. ~)myth, 911. sit., 5:55. 

Another :T;8Mber of U;.e ";~c,.,.,rJOr!!ist ,;;roup, '->1-:0 711113 an i'1tij~.nte t'riend 

of i'ral1kl1n t s, wr,g James r1rbeu-rlUL'Ourg, the l':N>.nch editor of Franklin's 

wor>s. r:,. t~lso tr,~c .. nsl~tE>d ;)ie1'in:;:on t s Ictt,rp gf I f'ennWyAAif' F'.ll'mr. 

:,::1nce two of :'rlm~din' syorks hrt~ "(~l>endN: to ,it, :J. :x>s3~blf:' conclusion 

is that ~renklir; st:grented the t!'!UlsIHtion. Harb4!lu-l:'.lubourg 'A:'ttS itt 

comootent editor !'xlf reviser, nnd Franklin' s reputtition in .Franee "uH'>, 
S 

1)"1 r:ond ~~ef:sure, c1ue to LiB c!!re m'ld skill. 

8 
F.:d7rard 'S. Ba,le, op. ci~., 1:16. 
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!)o.;ring tIll" interveninr ye~~ rs between ~:is vi !its to France :::;teady 

corresryondenee ",'as maintained 'b~tween Fra.nklin ,1nd th~ ~conocl8ts, ,mo 

Laile~ his return witt: '9.11 tl:e delights or a .family reunion. The intirl1'~oy 

formed betf!een :Franklin fU:(i these men rl'oVed Of'rfH.,t ill1Portar.ce to h.i.m 
c· 
" e.ft(1Mi1lrrJ s. 

( 
/ 

;;a1oo1:: R. '~'iselen, Fanklinta ;-Pl~tieal 'i'begritl. 62. 

Anonr the t~ost :nfluential of all of :£I'r:..'i.nidill's nhysiocZ'Citie 

corres~ondente ~j1;lS Turirot.'1'his .... irst Comptro11er"reneral of thfl ~ign 

or I.ouis XVI, .orrtccentM tnfll tbAory that 8t'7I'ieul ture alone produced ··~a1 th 

8.nd ttat ~ s ir.gle tax on the ~t nr,)duct of 2.gricul turf' "':0) the best 

f'0""1 of t,axation; r'lJt in ce:rtairJ ~\.rtlctllZirs he made OAnarturea .fro!! 
10 

the theories t,f tl";e PJ,y::J;it:>crats. He ~~.S a !tan of integrity of' whom 

10 
I.{);'lS .J. c."rey, yp. cit., lY::. 

the Kinr: once said, 1f! 'mo,; in ,ih'bnce but two men' flO sineerf1l1;J' love 
11 

th~ :'Ooole, • Turr'ot iF:d mysel.f'. If Furthernore, :le l'ffi,3 ~1omethirw of 

11 
10hn 'I_.-f s c:""'llf'v· ... l:·;'~t·~tlc')l "Ds;} 'F J..~tic~'l " l'" It" , .... ty". ;1r.·inn ~, A .u.:tl"'J..L "',#V ... L ~~. J*v, ;.zv" -.-.>\- ':';'1,. .. CLx& .~,', 'C;-?r§ gIq~ ,i 

gf !trIVia XVI. 2:275. 

an inflovator. !1~ p,ave to 1.oui8 7.'V1 as e;,rly AS 1775 a (h~ll:oen:{tle 

memorial 1~~1e3tive of the ehHneeS he t!,ought nee;·ssary to rc:fom eon-

dlt:i.ons in France: 
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"HA wishf,!d to make all orders and clrii,sst"s of 
U:c population contribute C<,nitably to the 
chargf's of the state; to abolish the eorvee or 
forced reJ;'ll3.ir of the l:igh'ltays by thf'O neasants 
of the di~Jtrict; to :m'1fy weights and measures; 
to d1"8.'" up H fi7..ed code or la~s; to increase 
freecom ,')t~ tr.'de, to improve inten~al naviratioD, 
to favor nubIle instruction, to further self' ... 
'o~rn!"'Alnt by the eet&bllshment () r Pl"'-::>vincial 

asr:emblies, and to p-rl.'ldual1y flo F.ll'lSy "dt}: the 
distir~ction of orders in the stete by encouraging 
its abolition in these provincial rl"'n~·senu;tive 
borlif1S.1!1 12 

,fohn LeVJis fioE':.enthal, 012. ei,t., IJ-Uu 

Hocquain states he ';!OriS: :3t:il 1 en ardent sup!-orter of 1"'!Jnarehy ,,1n~ ,..Us-

arrees vritb t.he report in Rosenthal: 

1.3 

,. 

PFe was Tl0t in the least in favo'" of IlUl 
~gseflbl;r t'13 t S}101111~ share th'€' lepisl f, tl V~ nO'i'"'er 
~"it}} the {lnr, and he hed. ot)t)()sed. the restora­
tiODlf' the f'Ol"'r!ler F(J.rJJ.8n";$nt. :1<;' ~"f:1S Jiilso 
hostile to t~je ,·;t~ks-('~Mrel. F'ro~ this ~!0111t 

of vien1, i:e t'>rtirely ignored the tspirf:.tions of 
the co; llltry; and it cannot b.., {i~mi~d t!;:~·,t, in 
~mi te of' pr~:ds~worthy intentiono, he b"'eame an 
aI'f~ent sv""r'lOrter o:!' c,bnolute monarchy. tt 1.3 

t"f'>l1x Rocqllnin, Toe HeYOl1~tiQMry :';;n.1.:rit ?rtctd1nr the French Hpvo­
ly.tio:g, 123-124. 

I.ouis ;';VI did not ,,·.pprove tlf the i:;ef.\s of' \:. Tul"r'ot as is e~/id('!need by 

lii g remarkn on ';'ur;-ot t:,; sugrest10n ths t the ~)tetes-('~nt"rr.l.l be celled: 

14 

!lThe systel!l of :'. T::.rrot is e. beautiful vls1{jn, 
it is the Utopia. of an individual, :-:-m.iected by 
e" teen l;~:O hl:is exoellent views, hd '1'nlah 'rl'ould 
overturn the p~sent state of France. The ideas 
)r ':. Turr:ot are ~xtre:r.elj~ ~lang~rotl8, :c!nrl O'l("lit 
to al~lrm us lr.;r their no'relty." ·t4 

';ohn Le"'is ~oulavie, op, cit., 311M':, 
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In his e!"ideavor to carry out his intention of. eha.n~dng society, Turgot 

Wf,S a true ::'e~;~:r of. the i'lly5iocr~ltic nchot)l and I'tttfJcJ,:e \ !.ms('>] f to 

reV!)lutlonr'try id~as. his l!ltend~d reforms resulted i 1'clreetly to f'ro-

duce condi tlons in France l':hich led to tL"l Revolution. :~.p r~signed in 

17'7(':' r'ut 'F-~iS !3tH1 11 force ir- econoMic t~hoUf'ht. r:!arshal I:lehelieu riws 

118 sorne Pea of the !'Os,~:lhilities or tbe ei'l'mgcs which n;ip:ht h?w t.",~:';ef) 

r:laCf:'>. had 1'ur~ot ~Jn~' "u:e:Jheroos beer: ttllovrod to (!o ,-;s the~1' '''lease~: 

15 
I'h~~,.;l .) "r'''' ~., .-l:~ 11.,. 

I'H" t,h~ Vinf ~md respected trail' refomn, 
th~l"C ~01l1d '!IO lonr"er raW' bElen in v'!'''moe 
a throne, adrlinistr:tion, courtiers, noh:i1:ity, 
dergv, religion or cOl'!!'erce.:'. 1"llr?ot 
wished t,:> see nothltl.g hut natnralists and. 
;~"grieultmlist8 in Frnnoe; no other rel Irion 
thnn r>robi ty; no noral 0,,1n10n but 'tho:"(l of 
the v' conr:)ll'dsts, wbo are of' all sects th~ l::ost 
i'M"a.tionsl, tJut ",Los' r:umour it 1s :per~'r~;:s 
.~udicious to il"'dt;l;:e ••• as 8. security "r:flir:~t 
rreAter evils. n 15 ' 

Ti:c lJ1:c d 'Orl{"~ms, in a s!"tlrical l~,mpoon published in 1776, n-"h1tS rm 

~moo!m'li~ntary r:ictu~ or Turgot f.wd He ')olieies: 

1() 

llWt., 3:110. 

"He WBS one of those h!'ilf-rltt,ed, seeming th:r.kers, 
-r,!'·o !10opt 6vr-rytr5nt thl;,t is vislonary (:no ex!Ctr·ere.~d •••• 
Picht 8,m~ day he w\Uttered to Idnmelf the cf;',b,,'1iatlc 
terms, n.h!losophy, 1ibert~r, equaJ '_ty ~'rd net ~~r(J,-
~1.lction. (I J6 

FrnnKlin and '1'l1r: ot ht:d t',any eonr on interests about ':o:hlch they 
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corr-esr:onded. s 1 '; te c. C! 1'781 the:{ Vv'e~ ':'\'1'1 tinr to eHch other !)f the 
17 

tlew t::'1.)€B of' c::t\)~s. 

17 
'11..- t J.r . ''''''.+h ~t a. ':)1 I "';.1 I! i\. tmr .enry ""';! ... !, oP. C _, ;"'~4"''''''.l.J. 

F'ranklin ~virlently reMC" ','':ell Turgot t s ;,rincioles 8nt~ policies. 

flicharC! Trice "'TOte to F'ra,nklln ~'tuly 32, 17H4, asking his advice ':'S to 

the publi.catlon of '7 letter t::hieh : .• Tllrgot had m-ltten to liil'l1 "itb the 

1''''c;uest tr,at i.t be not published. It ia obvious from the context that 

Prier-', 'irJr] coNlequently Franklin, knew of Turgot's love of liberty~ 

18 

19The letterf'rom \. Tur-frot, wh.1.ell you will receive 
v::l.th this st8.nns at present in the press, snC! 
'\'fill stan1 there tin! shall be l'n!u'1e Bcqnainted 
1U:i.th yotir opinion concetting the nropriety of 
IC1Bking it public, by conveying it to the U. S. 
witt !IY' own l~a!:rnhlet. 'l'h4't reason of my doubts 
about thin is the charge of' see::-eey ·dt).. ;'7hieh it 
conch~~e>s, ~i?").~ ~'.'hicb you 1ifi11 rind ~'\!Titten in the 
::::ergin. In compliance with thls ehHrge, I h!il:ve 
U.tl~erto K(>7.)t this let",~r :.>rlv0te, l;ut lately 
I hav~' consi~et'ed, that !,robably it '!"'l"lS only some 
!l~""relJt"Jnsion of""eroonal h:convenienee, th! .. t led 
tl~: to gi~ tL1s charge, bl"0 that COJ"l8e'Jlently 
tr:e or;ly oblif,tation to comply with it ceased 
-,·ttl; ;'is life. Dre:!l~Unf', however, everyth:,p that 
~ihht 00 reciwned a bn;acb of confidence, 'J':7 
scrurles are contlnudly :returni!1!" u:')on role; ~~nd I 
feo1 t;i~'r the oore, when 1 tbink tr.!.\t ;)osE'tibly 
he ::lay naVfJl left? fe:ily, which ea.y suffer in 
F'rnnOf:?, when it~1':'1poars there that h~ \'¥~s so l'm.lcil 

af'riem of llbf'rty, s this letter will show 1.,im 
to have r(l{)n •••• You -:;111'.:.d1 ~·t1ch to the 0011.­
i'8:tlo1" I a!:' under to you for f'ill yo:}!' frien,1sU!;, 
by givinrc "'\~ £1 ftH1 lines on this subject 1:~::; soon 
"'S may be convenient to you. Should y01' think it 
imDropor to write by the t:'ost, II letter OT' any 
pp,reel you may ~lsh to convey to J,ondon, rr.ay be 
sent by '<188 ·',Ukes.",ho is on n visit ,;,:,it'> the 
D'.iehe1'>s ,.:;tc 113 V,-,liere, at T"::"ris ...... 18 

.Jared Srmrks, The Q2m"lete ~~grk§ Q! Pen~nl11n :rJ;~U~'Q,ip, 10:lQ5-1;,~6. 
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T;:,rgot, like the rest of France was s.n ~rdent ~',r1r;i!'er or f"ranklin 

and to him he ;:'l.pnli':">rl th.t" ftl!llOUS latin Stlif',rfUr.: It:'ripuit co010 f1l1men, 
IS, 

sooptrumqtw tyT6.nnis." 

19 
~., 5:537. 

The e:dstence of two seho·,')ls or economic thought, Que ,mner "the 

lear1ersr:ip of Tu.rpot, th~ othftl' under ~i~cker, led tn endless controversy 

fJ.t t:,1s porticular time. 'rte op~osition of t..lte two p'1"011PS 'Ji8.d~ it 

imporm1ble b solve the f'1Mncia.1 -rrobletl'l: 

20 

"To the ner!Jekal oT"~JOsi tion of thE'se two p:<:rties, 
and their lr;:nb1ated .and extraordinary <:1ebates, is to 
t.e ascribed t;le consti'"mt :f1uetuatio!" of the systero 
0:'" firlt1nee under ~1fis XVI as t'j the receipt, ll'ind the 
ab80111~ hpossibHit::r o±' estebJishlng, durinp the 
reien, a nef'initive,,:,lan ~::>~pecting tt, TeStllting 
:'rorc. tbe natul'e of ~. country ~'.t once t'l;:'1"'1eul tural 
tend cOl:(~erci'!l, J.~.ke F'rance. l' ~~o 

,ronn l.e':rrl s~a'ul&v1.e, Opt c;t., 2:xxix-xxrl. 

Turgot ",'lshed to ""ll"ovide for th~ expenses or a ~s.t egr1cu.ltun.1 state 

such as '~'n.nee, h tl'.~ ~ro~uce o~ agriculture. N~cker, or. the other 

bmd, we S t'). hanker, and for the r-wst p;~,rt an enthusiast for 'i:ne1ish 

nolitics, wh:l :i.ns19ted Qr. th~ nece::;;~ity or dip1ot!laUsine- the f'1na.nee, 

". no hwiuf' recourse to ti'e tranRfer of' rlebts, to rl~,per cu:rrencYt to 

loans Find to cre-:!it, in the exigencies '1f the st.'1te. He ~~nnitely 
21 

om)osed t,he ti>lX on lfmd. 

21 
.Tobn Lewis Sculavie, 1$22. cit. 
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Fro"') the (11 sagree:cents of:' t.he f1 in.isters arose tbl'!" I'ml ti tud~or 

"roduotions .('1"0;'\ the press by f,]. Hecker and hisoorty, against Turgot, 

Ca1onne, 'i~onteS(iUieu ?"td the cll'l.cient fimmoe. };,o;'11oo !.'?Tose too, in e. 

oontrc,r.! direotion the 'Jiiiritngs of ;'. Turgot, Gondoroot, Ca1onn.e, 

Jird)GB1l, "nd thfl' 01:-1 finl'i\:noi~rs, i"orrdne in their turn orr'osition to 

"E'C~;t'r, an,~ overthroirlng this Innovntlu7, ad;dnlstra.tor nne h3,s conntry-

~en. 

22 

"' ..... £~!. 

John ~'(tis ~;ol,l&vie, 20, cit., 2:xxx ... xxxil. 

Fran;din was j.n France during much of the perio~ of ~ifricult1 

bet,.,een these two m,3.jor pElrties. It is possible th"t b', "'~aEi i.l1stru-

r;;envJ. in Hssist:LW: both groups in the devr:lopment or thed.l" (1ifferent 

theories. In his oorres~ndence ~ rind references to hoth the '1:arks 

of 'Tt,rp.:ot anr' of 15f~cker. Richard ,jackson "!ll".1 tes to Prnonklin at the 

time ';'ecker pllblisbed his ~~!:j!)iatrntj.on des ?inanses (1785): 

"'I canr:ot take TF:Y leave of you, '1\fit .. hout coneratu-
1", tinr, you on the 'benefaotion conferl"f:td on w&nkind 
by'. !l~cker. 1 k,w rp.ad more than (moe his 
E'lxl!ellent 1"ork; ann so:':e of' the concl:ln!ne cr.apters 
with em:t~,sy and t~'ars. I flatter myself, th~t the 
prin~s of' the @arth will ret~d it, und that some 
of" thern dll 00 a f'f'ecterl as I have been: ?,no oor­
l"'e_pso;~' or their ~:i.ni8ter!3. r nee~ n()t fay, 
tbat many ot his t"'oUr:-hte have b(:eD yours and my 
own, th')ugh I '-ave nf"ftr r~en able to express 
t.hem 71th the ele~a.noe he has done •••• 11 23 

-.-------------------------------23 . 
,Tared Sparks, 2~t e'~.' 10:197. 

To R:i,chard'Price F·'an.k11n writ""s in tbe i>,ame year: 



24 

HI send herewith (' new "ork o! ,~. >/~okf>r's on 
the r.inanoeg o.f' ;"~''ince. You >v111 find 1'000 ~,,/ 
thIngs: ir it, '"m,rticulnr1y his ehap~r £~:r . 
.... I ttini< I sent you f'ormerly his Cgn . ff?tN;y. 
This work ;:'ukes mare tt~lk here tI,an that, tho' 
that m~.de abundance; 1 1'I7i11 not say that the 
writ~r t':inks hifther of himself ~n1d his abilities 
than they !~eserveJ but I tIlish for his o~~n sake 
thB.t he had ~ept 5u,ch :::entimants r:'ore out of 
sight •••• If 24 

Albert llenry Smyth, 2p. kit .• , 9:2af,,-287. 
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Franklin vms very vitel1y ir.terested in the subjeot O'f :;:"'inen.ce. 

C&rey sug"ests thnt he did a great deal to acquaint France with the 

subjeot of Amerlciin p~'.:ner money in the rarion before the ?renoh Havo-

lution, 'phi1~ he 'Nfi.E: m1.nlster to France. This obviously "!IBS one of 

the subjects "i'hlc.1-:! he 1isollssed with many of the Physiocrats Rnd also 

'f;i th ';e":!bcrs of the asonie I nge "'feB Nf<'ut ;-';oeurs .ho 13Utr beC8.'1'Ie 

denl'ties of t};e~:'renoh National':sBel'llbly 71hich in r~mber 1,"189 voted 

to is,~ue assign~(ts. lk ~i~iS b. f1'1e~ or Count r,ar~M.Rl1 who proposed 

that the assignats 13 ould be issued or: the netionalbed lands of the 

Church. He W~IS also e £"r1eno of Duront de :Jem<)urs, whO' chiefly dT'ew 

up th4': rerorts of t.he Comnl tt.ee on Fi:r..anee of the noh '<ational 

;--.sflembly. He wrote a. naper r'ti:ring his residen~ in i'r'nce ~ntitled 

Of the .h-~per ~'.' only of the (nittd ;,:;tates or i\!fiRricfa ~hieh contains an 

excellent, brief eeeount of !\Jooriean currency during the period of 

the Al'Ilt':'rioan Fevolution. It UndOl]btedly r'~ many ?reneh1~e"" information 
25 

on the subject. That h." 0iseus:Jed .'N~riean fbanoo with the Jibhe 

25 
Lens J. c,s.rey, Of', sc11t't 17-18. 
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[f;o1'ellet 1s shovi'D in e. l~~t er to 'rhoz~as fiu3ton, Oct.ober ~1, 1780: 

27)--'-

!lI received and read with l)leam.Jr8 your 'Thoughts 
on AmerioH!':! :finr.mce, 3.1111 70ur ::che~,{'! of' a ?"nic. 
I' oomnuniooted. t.h.em to ;',bl~A~'orel1et, who is a 
rood Judge of the :;ubj'5lct, ~.nd he \11:113 translated 
tb~"'! into F:N'tnch. Hf' tbJn!:rs them generl'll1y very 
5uat, and very 01e81"l'l OX'11"'e~t.!1 26 

:"loort F~nry ::~myth, 99. cit., 'hl:;l. 

-~--.-~- •.. -~.-.- -

,e 1'100 three 
1 

lettpT's writt.en after hi~ r-eturn to /,?nerioo IlC·"'l!"~sS(l}d to 

L,. Veil' 3T'f! ~md t;..,p "'W! de la l'.;(oahe:!'oucauld, in which he spef;\.ke::: of 

i.'e~r mOMY. r'oth of t.he'" ~'!el'1!!\ ir:ti:::>ates of Franklin, both ~re 

'1l1sons,)nd hoth ooc,"me de(i!Jt!.es in th3 ?rench ll&tiontd sseli:1bly whIch 

vl')ted to issue $lssi.rrl1cts. In Vle let.ter to i.. La Tleil i ard of'~d::'rn 15, 

17f\7, he indicatP.s :ds opinL'.m of :'8per ;.;loney in the ;:nite(1"tates: 

27 
l.!21s1. , 9 : 5t)1. 

"i'ih..,t yot! :"IeTl':i::m or our :::"'per noney, U' you '""'ean 
that of tUs str-te, Fpn!lsyh~~miat is not "1ftll 
undf'T"stoor'!. It ll!'~S -r;d@l b~fo~ rry arrivel, and 
not 1,einr e.. le{!el ter:der can d" no jY;:l,stice to 
.anyhody, :lor does a~7one here eom;::llain 'Of" :1 t, 
thourh -n!a1lY .. re justly averse to an ir:crease of 
th~ ~~~;f:lnUty d. ti~j~ til"'ie, thE'!""" h~lnf' P. rrent 
deal of' il'\f')ney b t!l€l cot1'tltr'lJ, RtV1 one lJcmk tn ~ood 
credi t. I l-,a·,E' ~~yself' ,t!1"cliaeE'!d ten /, ~I::':S in 
it, which C:~t l-east, sho~ !:ty good oni.nirm or it." 27 

rit1ng to IA:! Veil lard .i"ebruary 17, 1728, l~e points out bot~: th(> advan-

tam?s 5n~ disadVt:nt,"lges of r·aper money: 

':1 ;\here ther(~ is a free ?,overntllent, .and t~le people 
:~el>:e their own laws l:Iy their re!)l"'f'!sen t.atl ves, 1 
see no injustice it; their obUging one another to 
t.akEl UJeir own raper money. It is no morE' so than 



28 
lW., 9:638. 
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compelling a t~(:n" by l~.w to take his O'l'fll note. But 
it i~ unjust to pay strn~ers with such mOI~y 
e,gainst thr-ir ""ill. The making of paper money 
't!ith such a sanotion is however, a folly, since, 
although you may by la~ oblige a citizen to 
tl1ke it for his rood, you cannot fix his nrices; 
and his liberty or reting them as he nleases, 
which is the same thing as setti~ff "That Y!~lue h.e 
1'10£:8e8 on your money, defents your sanction. II 28 

In a letter to La lbchef'oucadd Auril 15, 178:7, he writee of the 6tr'l.1e:~les 

of the st,':tf;,$ over t.~e qu~st~'m of ~aper money: 

29 
I\..~ . .3 O.I!LJ 
~., ;...~. 

ffTaper t?:i'lney in ~odera.te '.iuantities has ooen 
found henefio1al; when ;;,ore than the occasions 
of' OOrn:f::erce require; it devreeie.ted .::r.cd ",'5 
r.'ischievous; and t::e r~'r;ul&.ce Hl'!" apt to d~lnand 
'c:'Iore than is necessary. In this S18.te :ore h'1ve sO:;1G, 

{i:'1d j t is u,~ef'ul, and 1 (to not hOEr f'l..ny clm!'v:mr 
f:)r 'C:ore. 11 2( 

These letters, w~re ~ritten 1uring th~ ''f'Jriod "hell the questio:'ls of 

ta.x&tion".nd th~ b:;l.n:-:rurtcy of t~e {70V@rrlment were the ,'reat0st ~cublic 

r:roblems of France. The Assembly of !ot~bles was convened by the 

Kinr i~ 1'787 to find a. metLod to dace tt;e cOl.:ntry on s. sound finan-

ciel basis. The ae""'Utiee h(~.d Y,l) A ntentio!: of riviIl$! Fr,mce a. con-

stit,ut!on. The ;:urrose for ",hie!-) they "i"ere called t.nd the ~iuestion 

on 'i':'hich they were c.hiefly r;rerared to act ':':I!iS the relief of tte 

/2'oV'crnment. There '\iJo-:-e ",any ;'''renclmefl who weT'e interested in the 

~nerlcan f'ir<fli.nelal eXt~rlments in th(" ':'!€rioo bet~en the Amer1can and 
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French Rfllvolutions. The'["(lw~.~ no betu:>r nropagator than mnklir: on 
30 

tr:e.bel"ie:H' tcnot::t of' that subject • 

.30 
Lewis J. C:'~Y, ')1"), elt.,:n-J? 

i:e exp~5:;es his br:l.ief tbf'.t tt;~ 1e:")r(,H:tiution (;d' thr~ continent~l bills 

of credit ::,cte~ ns e gr~.Qual 1:"1# ·:"In holrter13 and that it Hhf~S :':'"",llen 

:nore equal1y than :'l(;d'''y other T;)Xea, as t.'·OSl" Peoole D.C.id ~05t,'~ho, 
31 

;:f:1in,c richG'st, ~ -jO :r:ost "'me:;- ~·'E1ss:l.nl! thr?u~~ tr.()ir Eands." 

31 
Albert F(>nrs" Smyt.r'.. ";,)f the Fa f'er"(:,rnf3Y of tho:;> :-ni ted ~;t<) t~, s of 
i "'t:; , .. <I eN n :y c" :t: ( •.. ., I :'1.·.:" .. .J., :'-.l.. J '0,-" d.kw .' J'.jI ... '~,J~, .... 

Perhr.1"s it "":IOll) d "'nt r."(" Pc ",::isstt,te1':~nt to ::'.frim t,,,t the Hceentance 

~)f !;1~; vi~ws :"m t·,~ ut 11 i ty of naper 71'Jney Wf:S one factor 'I?hich de ... 

t~rnine1 ~Ol1e of" tt:1'I t"!enuti~s of' the [;stloncl /,:';sel71bly to favor the 

i snue "r ~::!lt ~oney 1lS 5 f:i.:nanciRl eX-;:'Ier'Uent at the he~dndn; of' the 

t'q'3f.ch "c'vol\rtion. It j~ il1tc~"tjn~ t.o '!'lote that ',~:hen that, body 

.;:mth01"izen t.~t; tir~t i.J~pe of a::,slr-nnts (;';"1'11, 17(0), it ")rovided that 

tl(;y sh:mlt'1 00 oHse'tl on produetiw 1"(."£,1 est,ete fL?';n tiu:£t tr:e <'f'~t"s 

shor,1d beer three r.'ercent int~rost. rnn1din he,d fsvored th~ ~eatures 
32 

0; th:i.s i;:ot.hod f:l:r t,bo is:: 11e of r·3~01'" rrzoney i!':. America. 

32 
te ..... is ,J. C roy I' :2.":'. xJ.~.t 3?-:n. 

it "if~ht h('> ':,-el1 to ref''''r he:N' to Franklin's tlcquaintanoo -dth !;dam 

,~"'·~t·'(l ,·",tl·'or ~JI' t'l.,,,,, ,·,~~ ... t\.. .... f ~f"'tl.·(')n'" "cco---incr t .... 't"""... 'ld"'" r::-.tth'" ,;;';.,:.,t. JJ .~-~~. ';.) . .1 li.~ i 'Ti1i1/'"" :etf, k) j"',-::<i ,.dE. ;J. .r-u b 'J j-l'~ ..... 'O, t. f;A1.l;J v!iU ' G 
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acquaintance with thf'! French :;:corm~i St5 arrtedster'l f in' g by :l:Slt 
~n 

;c~. f''Z'fJ '1lonths. Frsnklin f S personal acqUfl.intance wl th'~mlth is a 

33 
~'hn.) ... (3;~ ,:<,1 l.'~ 1 11:, C,,,~ ... J. --. 4.,,_e, gp. g., = 7. 

debata.ble qu~stion. Nonetheless, thflre 1s e):tant some nroof that the 

t.~11ish ccanor ist had ;r:ueh conf:idence :!. n .F'1"e.nklin. • I., ?()rd, in his 

biorraphy of F'ranklin ',;'1'1 tee: 

34 

11Later in life his intercourse ~;:ith l~ume, I:rice, 
Tur"ot, ~lrabeat1 Sf'fl rno~t of all ",ith l;oam ~;mith, 
tr-ho submit'ten each chs:-tel" :'Jt his i~eAlth or :k:,t~gPl, 
as he composed it, to Franklin for discussion a.nd 
cr.itici~m •••• :1 34 

'faul L. Ford, Ttg :';;any-Gided frinklin, /lS. 

Tbis str'lt&ment 1"')8 base(! or.. information in a :etter wrltten by i;~'borah 

Log:-:n oJ: Pennsylvania, to a i'riflOO :i.T'! 1829: 

35 

flDr. Franklin once told !ny hushn.nd tha.t the cele­
bratf,d ;;(~ar~ Sr:dtI 1, 'Mhen writing r,is')EUl.lth gf ~;a!tionz, 
WS,$ in thl!l' habit of bringinp.; chapter after e.l:!apter, 
us he C!ornposed. it, to hinselt', Dr. Price [1f,:fI othp.rs 
of the liter:sti of that d~y, ''lith "Thom hI?! ~\ll'$S intimte; 
patiently hearifl.g t.heir obeerwtion, anc prof.iting 
b;r thei!" d11'1C'11ssions '1n'~ cri tieism. ~:b.y, iJ::.at he has 
someti~s reversed his -pos! tiona and reW!"t tten whole 
chanters, after " .... ~;rin:~ what they hud to l'al"Cnrk on 
t.he subject before. them, It 35 

Lew1.8 J, Ci::rey, OPe 5<l!:., 106. 

Gtn-ey goes on to sts\te that 't-'ranklin's influence on ;]mi th '. econ~mic' 

views" \\'las certairlly not rrent, ar.d oriol" to 1773 was undoubtedly far 
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less than .1:1's. LOfr~~'t:' stbtements claim. Ee-r st&tements are corroborated 

he says, bowever, by so :7:l:eh CirCnl'lsta.r-tial evidence t:-at they Must be 

accepted as estsblishin;.,,,: the fact ~hat :Franklil'l anri. Price r~.id give S!'lith 

some assistance while he t'ms pre:car:i.ng the .'.fa1 th gf' 'lations for the 

Dress. It would be truE': to say that on several occasions Srlith did p~ive 

certain oortions of' !Ycis "mnuBcript to Franklin and Price for their 

criticism and suI? 'estions, and that Franklin possibly acquainted him 

\71th the Aw.erical colonial point of vie'll in those disputes 'dth Great 

fritain which caused the A::1erican 'ievolution. On the other hend, there 

i::tre no note s or ~\enoranda in Fron"kl. in IS ')'.iri tings v.,hich sho;", tl'!ct he 

discu.ssed i'.n'erican colonial Droblems with S!'lith. ,Smith ':IIr~lS n:)t one of 

the fToup of Fra:Jklin's intimates i'1 London, 1773-1775, since his name 

doen not anpe,c~r in the .. Tournal :)f Jatiiah _,uinc~r, Jr. rlurinr: his trip 

l1r:d residence in ,:~ngland fron: Sentember 2.f!, 1774 to ;:'nrch 3, 1'775. 

uincy ':entions T:lEH'!ting nea.rly pI1 of Franklin's friends, but !"lakes no 
36 

reference to Smith. The ultimate view,!x>int on the rolationship 

36 
Ibid., 128-1.31. 

bety:sen Franklin and Sc::ith is trrol:-.ably that expressed by':'. A. ;':etzel 

in a monograph on Franklin as to,n economist: 
" 

"There can be no doubt that Smith and ~~anklin 
"ere acquainted with ea,ch other. But to ,,,hat 
extent Franklin contributed to the,~'Aalth gf 
Natigns it is iMpossible to detemine. It may 
be true that Smith occaslona11y consulted 
franklin in revising his work but ':'Ie are forced 



37 

to believ~ that the'! vie "1 <F'xnl¥sooi1 :-:bovt' (~:rs. 
L;,p":':n's) is v€'ry rt'Uch exar;,er!"t.~d. ~1 37 

58 

II. A.':etzel, HBenjamin F!'~mk:lil'1 as an ; conomist" , Jghns i'opklwz 
Ii i it'· i . 1", to i 1 nd" 1· ti "I " i I: 1:." """:I tJILDtii X .:.>§r !is rin .~.<~s r £it Ii . {07\f' «cant ,,",cJ<nX!2, ' .. :~~-'~. 

'£t"ranklin 1s influence in tranoo 71BS r,nY'ennt in still r,nt)tl:er field, 

that of the r:nti-r:ristocn::.tio crusade. ,"$ a di"'lloTllIit )',e had i:f<"!,' opr;or-

t.unities to eXTil"e3S views on the class distinction p1Y'valent i", 2'!¥;nce. 

~\pve1"'thele}!r; his z,tFf;lOr.'lst 1ll'1ti}:',sthy to\"1!1rd "€T"'~itr:;ry t"!,)bHity 1"t1S 

well-known, an Httitr.M.e -.rerJ ~~i",xd"E'nt1n the rinicul~ he Leflr:ed on 

hereditary -I"eatl:res of thE'! Order of C1ncinn~ti. Th:if! ~ociety '~as i~ 

tended to M:M:'etm~t.e in ,r;:erica the !dUttry tr13dit~on."J of thp. &'1"fl'fY of' 

the 'RPvolutio'1r:ry nr and to cr!t$'}t(i nson,~!lt the of'ficers, their ~,ons 

8nd ;:,,,;,le descerldants, 1J.n '~t!rr"'f~rJi t:::tljr brotherhl)od ·".deh r;icht r'lPW!lop 

into a social ;tr.:d :-;01 i ticnl y on 11 i ty • 7'ven $shi~ton;,\ "proved of the 
:3S 

OMer. !10t",~"r~r, '!l'rit:'n Franklh; 1-?eard !)f' 1. t, he at on~ 7i5.Xed il'ldignr>.nt 

38 
P.erlW.ro Fay, F.~I21ution \tad F'ty:emn§ODI'Y, 2~-27:'. 

and imr::~diatel:r j'enned bi~; indLnl2tion. '::n ,Tannery 25, 1784, he ':f:'rote 

.. , lon ... l .. t"'-e'" ~.", )"1' '" ~'f"'lJ.<·h+".,.r .... .,. '''" .... ,,; .. I)"'cliA i" ...1·'1-l.. \.'e .. .,..; '·or"'*""ly {4 A-~:;' '0 -\I- "'" 1."', .. ,t .:. "q,.."_+ ,.1""'" 1 0 .... '<;4.J.~~~ 1>,:.}., ,0, :.YJ, CIi!_ Voi.f: VtA/i".J; 

denolmced thet social theory of herooi t~',ry prestige: 

l'Tl-is ~UUJUl~lng Fgnour is thete.f'ore 'lseful to the 
Stete, as it enoour&{~s Parents to give their 
c!'il~ren 8 ('OO(~ and virtuous :'ducatbr:c. Bui., the 
desgend~mr rRPQUl, to Fostf'rity ""bo could have no 
sherP in ot-tu:lr.inCT it, is not only r;roundlesfl and 
absurd, but often hurtM to the Posterity, since 
it is apt to 1'1ake then ~!'Oud, disdl1in:i nrc to be 
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emnloyef/ In useful ,~rts, .' nd thence ra11 inr 5.nto 
Pov~rty, an(~ all the i<eatne,sses, ;3ervili ty, f:! nd 
Vretahadnest-l attendinf it; 1l1hiah 1s the rreser;t 
CHS() I;'i th ~!lllcr. of '"hat :.i~; ~111a(1 the ?Yoblesse 
in Europe. H 39 

Albert Hp.nry Smyth, RD. e1~., 9:162. 
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Fay states that '2'l"tlnklin, anrlou~ to sp~Hd enliehtenment, to hel':! 

his ~ountry ar.d the ~t()rld on the way to'1mrds progre sa Iln~ demoer'3 cy, 

vms determined r:ot to aDo':')' th!" dar:rerous ;rr:ineiples of ttn uoar;} iH'htened 

:uro'r,'.e to tllrnisb ti-:e l:nblemished escutcheon of AlOOrlca!1 dfl!moOI'f;CY. 

SirH)(~ he 'Im1S hen~ler..i.~pef3 '0,£ ,:.,- of"f"lci8.1 rer;~oontative, r'r~l.nkl::,' chose 

as 13 eol1ahol"stor the youn!,1' Count ti:irabeau who could fight ;:)Ore onenly 

I1nc~ violent.ly. H~eently freed frOIl: orison, the thirty-three ye!:;;1' old 

:irabeau oossessed th(" ~rdent entbusiils~ 8nd. gi ft, of elo(~uence ,')1 th 

'i'ihie.~ he Elfterrarir; so eminently distinguished i~il'l:f'elr in VlP aarly 

1)&rt of" the fl..evolution. ;"'!'(,nklin "1'1'£3 e not only ~'ell acquainted with the 

:,roung Count, bnt W!hS elsa fin intimate of his f"<tr,'er, l'.d.!'I':ll d!s Hsunr;es. 

'He entrusted to rirah!Etu SO<'f<8 pages }-,e had 'l'ITitten a~~5.nst t.he Cincinna.ti, 

toretht'!r~tth a 1'i:1ther noor ~MDhlet denunciation f)f the society 
.,-,'''' -- .. ~"~-".~-.,,_,--~_._ .. __ ,.___ 40 

written 'by Aedamte Fur'k:e of South Q:,rGlina. 

/.0 
Bernard Fay, BgmJJ1tign auS Framl§9nrr, ,:.76-2Hl. 

I,~irabeatl ~ad h~ satire on the nobility to Fran~"lin for hi.s eT'it~-

c:i.sm :;md sug:restions; 

July 13th, 1784 ••• ~~. i'iraoo!'l') a.nd Cria.mpf'ort 
caMe at'l(~ l"6,;,d t}~ei1' translation of C::Cner1c;::m) 
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~. Burke ta pamrhletD.{':'f'.inst the l;:i.neinllati, 
whi.ch they have: ueh ~n1arft~t1, intendin;; it as 
a ('...overed sa.tire ~\ga.inst noblesse in re!Jeral. 
It is ;''e1] ~one. 'rhere ~re ell",o :moor-ks 0:>1 the 
lust letter of General shington on that 
subject. They say Gen. ,,:,shinf,ton misned a 
beau moment when he c1.Ccepted to be of that 
societY' (whiab 60roo ~frect to call an order). 
'rhe r-.,a::~ of the 1i:arquis de 1s. Fayette •••• " 41 

Albert Henry Smyth, Ope 911f., 10:354. 

60 

It was difficult to firld e nubl1sher for euoh a bold am~ seand8.1ous 

prut1ph1et. Frsnklin gave irab~au lett.ers of introduction to his English 

friends who wre to ?Uh1ish thEl' nate rial for hi!'· in l.ondon. To e. 

certain Benja.min Vaughn he \'#TOte: 

42 

It'1'1113 will 'be 0.el1vered to you by COltnt i'irobe!l.u, 
"' .... '" 04" t'i'\~ ; "..~" '1~' ·~r tr"t ...... ".... '. ,,+ t"or ,..f 1,,;;,·,.,..,.,04 fJV.l.Ji." j. ,.1"':- 'c.t ... ",,~l...i.;:O;< .... ~. ",~l;. ;:'j:fi'W\)" • .e:::::, ,~'t,.,._,:., \.,.- ~ 

dts HolJt,ec. This f"entleman is es"teer:1ed here, end 
I rnco11l::lenn biT:: to 70u1' Ci vi 1.1 tips 8::'j{1 r..ou.nsels, 
purtieuletrly ,vi th respect to the ;-pintinr: of a. 
Pipe€> he> hBS writter; on tho subject of r;ereg~tar:y 
NobA~ .. t;l' on oceaei-yo of the Orda!" of Cincinm~ti, 
letely nt~erl)pted to b:-! established ill A,.",erlCM, 
1'ihich oormot 00 nrinted 1"e:'e. I find that so:"':.e of 
tLe 11eet .Tool7oS tr:in'·c it axtremely ~~11 'i'Titten, 
with great Cle>arrlCss, Foree, and Fle~a.nee. If 
."0'1 can NOO'lttr:eoo Ur> to an honest, reaso'!"sble 
BookselJ.er. t:-,at \,:il1 :.mderta.ke it, :mu 'dl1 do 
[11m ~:e".l"V'i~, un~ oorllllps SOiilfl to "anidnd, ~l;o 

are too r:iuch bitroted in 1I .. a.ny Count.ries to ti>.at 
kin" of imoosi tion •••• 
••• I think you '\lll'i11 find ti:is Gentleman to 
nOS?e:'M, T If'nts tnl:t may rery1er is 8tY-,uaintanee 
agreeable." a 

Tl-,~ ~ C\e ")£0 270 
~., ~· • .r.,.c*-.." • 

Friee and Vaufhn di$covered Iii roblisher. The work was published 1.mner 

the title of "Considerntions sur 1 'Ordre de Cir:oinn!l.tus ••• 'rlf:)r Ie c,)I"te 
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de ~/irnbeau.n 'i':1")~ French ~rl1t!on8 CAme out i.n :')e,t.er.:t.'er ]784; ~mother 

edition 'I'ro.S pt::blished 1'1 London 1."1 1785 an~ a tUrd one in PhHadelphia 

in 1786. They created· q~dte a !'Stir, End thus obtained the ~esired 

result. Gradually the orr,pnizR.tion lI':.o1if'if:'d its bylrms .1fld Aven 

omitten tnf" cl~lJS~ co'cel"tlinr hp.N>ditsrf l1W~oorahi'P. This was a !"l"eat 

victory rOT philosophy, democr5OY and ec,uulty. hiracoxieal1y the 

general tonic of conversation was a book att5cklng the .... rinciplf's of 

heredity, the ~;:,sis of all French private and pl;bl1e life under the 
4.3 

8ourbon monarchy, And nubl.ished aM aipned by a member of the nobility. 

43 
BerrJird Fay, revolution and maSODrY, 282 .. 283. 

Fay states that surprise and emotion ,\'Ould have been rreater if' people 

had known who was really TAsponsible foT' the book. ;,'irabeau noisily 

clamored that he had written the puphlet and the,t from then on he 

would Sign e~7 t' ing ~)e wrote. He 'Irould have been really embarrassed 

had· he been t.horoughly questioned about the 1"9&1 {'art he bad teJeen in 

the wor:.t, and he ~ould have been ebsolutely unable to nrove that he 

r.ed done more than B~.~rke, Glneuene, Charr.rort, UoreUet or his Y.::Xcel1enay, 

Franklin, "inister or the tinited :-'tates to the Court of France. Fay 

MY! "1n truth, i1' a ~at many pag-es had been written by 1\uo;';e, the 

-~ost imoorlant r>8·ra.graDhs and idef\s Cl"::;. from Franklin; the initiative 

and impetus which were res]:'Onsible f(lr the book came from Franlr.1in, who 
1..4 

wea the 1'lovinr snirit of the t1ntl-8r18toor~tic orusade." The book: 

4/ 
~., ze3. 
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marked tho start of a campaign intondM to inf'luenoe rnnoh public 

opinion ngainst the prevail1.ng social ,)roer. Fay beliews that the 

crunpaign was not aceldente.l, since the Society had fdree.dy changEtd 

its bylmrs before the booK was published. Uiraooau blandly indicates 

that he too l{new the change had haem 1<:.1.de. but relt that there was a 

.need to discuss. the rroblell~ of horedit.~ry nobility an..~Y. (This ?as 
AS 

indiCl~ted in the preface nfthe pamphlet.) The feeling against the 

l~5 
T1-.4..l 2'''''J ·")j...4 ~., \"\:;I"4\.. • 

privileged clae:ses vias }~eightened o' an Ad!et of tr.e King declaring that 

a.ll officers not noble by four generations were Incspe,ble of _filling 

the rank of captai.n a!1<i denying all mil! tary rank tC'l those wh() \'\feTe not 

gentlemen, exeeptinpthe oons of the Chevaliers of ;)aint Louis. 1:''ite. 

de Campan indio;t;;.tes the effect of the e1ict: 

"The iri.1t~stiee of this Is." was, no doubt, a 
secondary cause or the Revolution. To be 
o!i','mNl of the extent of des'!'tlir, MY, of rage, 
wit.h Iltrich the Ir;", insi'il"Pd the Third Fsta~, 
" F;hould form nart of that honorable class. tI 46 

47;;-------------- ------------------

Jeanne Louise i:enr!ette de Of'mr~n, :\/If\ni12~.rs of thf ft"yau. Life g' 
"'bti! Antgir.§ttsh 1: ;:'13. 

Whatever nart Franklin 'ims playinf' in the cnr.~ign he '-Vas not 

" desirous th$t tr:.e '''rench ["o"WIrrn;lOnt be aWE.i.r8 of' it.,'\ccordi~g to ?ay, 

he ;'r~e T\rotec'ted in t.Us r;latter by U;e combined efforts of his ~Iasonic 
47 . 

brethren and his O'l/iT!'! "'rudence. 

47 
Pernard Fay, UfY91utiop ana rn,masQW, 285. 
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Intt"rested !1<S tb: !)hilosophers were in particular ph,s.ses of econ.o!'l"ic, 

social $,1"v:1 political thought ,,~s evi~enced 17 the '!1ub11cEttions on:·overn-

rqent, ?'\l-"I8T money, and i,EH'edltar;v r\restif~e, there l'1!HJ still e, ';;ore 

tangible l::.terest ~ho~n in i~lh?ricaJ'! stete conatitution~. Prior to 1783 

th~se eor:stitutiono ·iI1'Sl'e nubl1vhed S'urrentltlo11s1y, \vithout government 

sanction. In a letter to Coo~r lu 1m Franklin makes the "tate:"'lent 

that ttthe Constltutior.,S of go\"'E'!J:'1ll'llent h,we been tr8Tlshted end !'1rinted 

in :"lost hm€t~tlFe!'rJ a,~ln!iN) 00 :rrtlch nd~·ir~.d for the spirit c,r l1l::lerty 
48 

th,s.t reigns in them .... !l however, permission for the off:tcia.1 

48 
Jared Sparka, gn, sit., 8:330. 

49 
pllblieation catne in 1783 after a fo!'t'!~l requflst on tre nart or Franklin. 

49 
~., 503 ... 508. 

&tuch as Vergennes Clid not ',nsh to have the ?UbllcRtil)n lIll'u'!e he ~as al.J:;:ost 

fo~ to do SQ. He r'"'siated for a considerable time but eventually 

had to give ~y to public opinion ama sort ot propriety in act~.ittil"lg 

to a~l'iear what r.e ~:ad undertaken to defend. Paine e1vea aorne ide8 of' 

the importance of V is publication: 

50 

It'l'he ;,merlean Con$tl tutlol:la 'M'er"e to l1bll'rty 
what a cre.!!'..'l'Jsr is to language; they define 
its ,art.s of speee.lt, lind t)l'aotica1 1y con­
struct them into syntax." 50 

Tl:ornas raine, 11,6 ;'rlt,ngs &'if' ThgW£ls Paine, 2:2Y::-2)(,. 
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Franklin, who hei! in view (m17 the ryros'I')@l*lty t1nd honor of bis o'l'lin 

country, had, nevr,)l""rhe1ess, the inf.>.". that the pub1icf~t:i.on rJil'~ht :inrlirectly 

benerit Europe also. Ina.:v, rrn, he wrote to hlf.\ :"1"1600 :'~;;'~lel Coor-er: 

51 

!fAll Europe is on our side of the question,ns rar 
!':I.S <(11~"1""'m1~ e~nd goodll'ishea can carry- ther~. Tl:ose 
who live under arbitrary po1ler flo nevE'rtheless 
8.nprove of liberty a.nd '7'S1.sh tor it; theyl'llmost 
desoo1r of recovering it in furope; they re5" the 
tr&nsla.tionr, "f our serAl"ate colony const! tutions 
~"ith rapture; b.nd tht-re are such tlUr.lbf'lrs eWr'.,f1I'here 
1f11":0 talk of rewving to ,,-:neriCfl, with their 
faldlies and fortunes, ',s soon ss peace ,;,nd our 
i:rdepenclence shall be cstabliehed, that it is 
generally r..elieved 'I'1e shall have a prodigious 
&dditio~ of strength, wealth, and arts, froM the 
e:',igration of Europe; and it is thought that, to 
lessen or prevent such emig:ffltion, the tYTa'nies 
established th,re must relax, t.l.na all()\': more 
liberty to their people. n 51 

Jared Sparks, Qpt ~i~., 8:214. 

The com!7lents on these AmPlricft1'loopers were ~ot confined to nrivate 

conversa.tions, they received r'lua atte.ction from tha pn.1!!lB. 'i'he "Couri,er 

d I",vignon" devotftd several numbers to a cOlls1deration of t}}p Constltu-

tions'T.d was loud in its eulogy ot the religious toleration and wise 

liberty wh1 ch t.hey sanctioned anI! oncouraged. The effeot of the 

propagation of' ::r.aterial "Juch Pta this 0'1 the intelli~tent ~der of a 

country wtere there wa.s no civil Uoorty, no lef.a.lequality, Ii ?artlal 

property legislation, no religious tolere.tion;-· must haw been very 

tel1in~. It l'lur.t have eroused In him bitter and %'evolutionary thou~hts 
52 

aga.1nst the po'!'fers and il'lstltut.ions that then existed in France. 

52 
Lewis P.oeenthal, op. cate., l07-l~. 

l' 

h .~,j, 
~~' 
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'The r..onstltutions surely CTeated 1:'1 tn'eat sensation. Peo!'l(> now 

were no l':H~geT ':lblif'Etd to ~'::m8Ult the l\Tf:erioon envoys on minor t"oints 

or the state l1'overnl!lE'lnta. They could read CtM re:';d they r'lid, ~iti:: the 

utter satisfaction that :"Ihat Utey l"'ead coincided exacU:r with th.,ir own 

trend of thought. To F,.ooort LivlngstonE:l, in July, 176:.3, Franklin 

wrote cot)oe.rning the 1YlJblic~ti()n: "They are very r~lch adr'iil"'ed by the 
53 

pollticians here.'~'?r1''Uel Homilly, tb,fI p.:'!iir1~nt r:nglish bnrrister, 

53 
Jared 3parks, gp. Q'~.' 9t543. 

then on a vidt to Prence, e~,J.} "'fd t'n the A'f'i~riCfin envoy 8.00. notes the 

ffurt in hi3 ~·."!!OlMJ. 

54 

"'The A~':'~)J !.C1,Hl Constitutions were tf;en very 
recently ::mbl1sbed. I re'fllembar his Nll~ing 
1: S some pnssapoes out of them enfl eXP'M'!ssi1'l€ 
sUrnrlse that the French fOV'e'Mlment had ~r­
p·itted the rubllontion of" ther" in france. 
They cortninly rroduoen a very'1r&8. t Mlnsa­
tion at fariS, the e!"fects of' ",M.ch were 
!lrobably felt r:-,any y.,e.r~ ~.fter"'Ur11!1. n 54 

I~wis Rooenthal, oye c~k., 106. 

D!soussi.on of' th ... c 011 stltutions l~d tt) 11~s for reform in the P're~-:eb 

set Utl. Lonr ~rore l"'~~' .'!lnd the Ootb of' the Tenni8 Court h~Ad. been 

taken the ideS! ":) ... the need (or a ehen~;e i.n constitution 'Ne~ !1l1"'l,-,tu-ent 

to ti:1"I t.hinkers ()f* the na.t1on. In e. let.ter to ~8.n;:,1hl, >L!ul.;t' 1.2, 1788, 

th" Due de Is. ROilehef!)ucault'l wri.U:ts: 

«It 1e true, th,;:;t the ""om of' our :!tatee-f.iemral, 
'~blch ht'lS llMereone sever~l vari~lt!one, ir V'f:!J1'7 
r.e8rl$ dete~; 'ned by the different ~tlngs, wI':' eh 

~ 
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have talten pl!l.C8 from 1483 to 1624; but their 
constitution is a. bnd one. 'fht; distinction 'l'.Ito 
t.hree orders, of ~hich the first, the clergy 
ought not to be one; of which the second, the 
;lobility, is a constitutional evil, end en~joY8 
,,11th the first, privilegeswhieh 8r>" btlrr~enso_ 
to the nation; ;:-.f ,1hich the third, the Third 
Estate, whIch ought to be the only one, a.nd 
should comprehend all holders of prooorty, is 
still in a great I:letiSUre c,')mposed of' pri vilege>d 
persons; 1 renest this d lstinction into tb.reo 
oriicrs is n greet obstacle to the puhlic rood, 
by the iiversity of' :; llte~sts, "(hlah may render 
this: asseMbly a. system of three b.odies inimioo.1 
to each ot.h(!\l", ", .. ,4 onf) .:",.,4" of the!'!' trr.!17 Priends 
to the naMon." 55 

Ja~d Sparks, gp. pit., 10:3~357. 
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The readinr: of these consti.tutions C!'eB.ted amol1f.t P''l'enchmen t1 .'lesire to 

live in America where ~edO!!'l W'~5 ]:A'!irt of the usual1tlY. Tt~ere followed 

an avalanche of Itrl ting to interest 'f,1eople in moviD/" toA!'1erioo. Frank-

lin himself contri~utefl to this literature. In 1784 he ~'Ubllshed an 

article on tr.e "Internal ,state of Arnerics, Beini!. a True T'leRCl"iption of 

the Interest and Policy of That V!S.st Continent. f! He 'ilentions a fe'!.; of 

the advantages of Iivinr in a .free country in the firt1ele: 

If ••• l'ihoever ha s traveled thra t tr..E' w.rious Parts 
of Euro?6, and obseJ"V1:)d to'.,,;, s:ntl.J.:!. is the Pro1"l':)rtion 
of' Peonle 1n Affluence oreaSJ" circu<nstance there, . 
contj'll1r'd '::rith t::;:'SB in !'loverty an(~ "isl.?ry; the few 
rich, a.nd haughty landlords, the multitude of poor, 
abj{)ct, and r:c.ck'd Tenants, and thG ha,l.t'-ooid and 
h.alt:-~t.al""nld n:l.r'f'e(9 T~bo1:lrers; and v1",~'s hen the 
ha:~py ;'("rUoc")"ity, th;'.t Be renel"aEy pJ"f'w.Jls tr.rough­
out these:::tates, 'i'l'herA the Cultiwtor "'Il1orke for 
1,i:115elf, 1:md sn;;oorts his F"il'·:.ily in rl.ecent P1 0 nty, 
will, me thInks, !'lee abundant Haaltlon to bless DlviM 
t}"t)vldp.l"tce for the €vBent and freat D:1.f'f'erence in 
0'1.11' Favour, end be convinced, th!;,t no ~j!"ltion thlit 
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is known to us enjoys ;;reater Sha.re of hu,"nan 
Felicity •••• " 56 

f,lbert Ef!!nry ;,k,yth, 91'). cit., 10:120. 
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!I~n like Condoroet were publishim~ ideas like the f'oU"'1!'\\"1nfl' which ~\'n 

found i··! his tre&tise Intlueng, de la f~,eY9lution dft k 'Amerique mar 

1 tJjjurgl» whleb he dedicated to I..t'!.fayette. 

"The spectae1~ of equality 't.'h1eh reims :r; the 
r. '~., :irl:1 c;'::leh z:.snures to it ~9.00 and 
prosperi ty, can also 00 useful to Furope • lie 
n!") lonf'p.!, b .... Ueve, i. n truth, that Mtur~ has 
divided the human race into three or four 
(")rdE"rs, ••• , Il""!(! that one of t.hese orders is 
also conde;med to !IIork much aoo eat little." 57 

57 ~ ~'lq . . g QondRtC!, v. ,. Oeumse 

France Lt this time Rooulld&d witt m~n 'who, in the gloom of tr:eir 

libraries frB.med constitutions aM built U1') st&t~s I"ftt'!1 al1lost the SEl"t'.f! 

zest £',rl':l .... t,se that little children build oord hoUses. They set to work 

tryinc to dnrt fundamental laws for America; they not only dra~d 

them, they even oomci:unieated the:l) to Pranklln. 

58 

'1Sunday-, .July 18th ••• it good Abbe brings me 
a lal"'g? l'tanuse:ript cJntaining e Bcheme of the 
ref'orl"lftt1on of all ehurch('s ani! su~tes, 
religion, cOl!r.":eroo, 18,)13, etc., 'I!J'~ich he ne!lru'~d 
in his closet "rithollt much knowledge of the 
,,;,!orlc'. ! ha,",,- ':)r".)l''!ised to look it over, and 
he is to call next thtlrsday. It is a1"lJu!ing 
tilf) numhf-'r of legislators that kindly brine 
me ne"~ nlans for gow.rning the Urd.ted ·t. .. ·t~s. 'I 58 

~llbert Henry Smyth, 0]). 9i~.t 10:356. 
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During the led:;;ler years of Franklin' 6 l~ fa fevv imoortant '::'1011 tical 
, 

t')r econot:dc !"odts a;:>r'f:!ared ""hieh were r:ot sent with the euthor's com ... 
59 

nliments for ttte el~inent philosopher's inspection. 

59 
:Sa1oo1~ R. Eiselen, gp. c1rt., f. 

Al:Ong' the wri tera, F'ranklin round much in conroon 'With the celebn:t~d 

lawyer 14'ilangierl, author of the '3cienoe of Iagislat121b one o.r the 

most outstanding booka of its kind. HI'! sent·" cony :Af seveN~l volumes 

to Franklin in Oct.o'bl"4r, 1'7S5. Aft.er writing his tender and res~ctru1 

felicitations to the great f,hilosonher, he '11e"tiona the content of the 

:fourth book of his Great ')'Iork, and asks ~klin to inspect it and 

~eclde "Ifhether o;r not it is sound. 

60 

tlThese contrdn the fOl~rth book of thellTork, '.vh; ch 
has ror its subjoct the hl1?'S 1I..,hich concern edu­
cation, ~anner8, and public instructbn. ;,'ry ideas 
on these subjects s.re certainly ne:~, but are they 
sound? },s to th:l.s po.ir:t, it belongs to you, more 
thar. to erry on~ else, to decide •••• ft 60 

.Tl'ired Soorks, .QJ2. sU., 10:234. 

Unfortunately Filangier1 rUerJ fit the c'!;rl:y age of thirty-s1x, his work 

lmf"i~:i ~h",~. tl:1 s ~~O~, ':1'"i'.lrt'l ::>! t~e tre"lli"ndous interest of' frs.nklin in 

thf! work of l:er husoond, wrote to bin rro~ rJrtples,:septem~r 27, 1788: 

" ••• If the letter, which you wrot~ to r~m on the 
lAth of October, 1787, had rflac..'l-ted hiM before the 
1st of ,Ttl1y. the day on which the dise(!5e attftck.,d 
hi!::, he would not haY'" failed to ansvrer it, Bnd to 
send YOll the coni!"s of his Vi'ork on legi·sl1.!.tion, 
'lThich you h6d reque~ted. I shall t:lyself ~)ftrrona 
what would bave been his . ish, .!l'1.nrl you ,dl1 receive 
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~t 4....1'. ,;~J'. 

69 

••• all that you desire. The little that remains 
t)f bis immortal w0rk 'dll' shortly 00 printed, and 
I shall deem it n nuty to send it to you as soon 
as it c('nnes from th~ press. I shall also have the 
melancholy rlea.sure of sending ~rou, I'lt the :~a'ne 
time, the .history of }-ds Ufe, a.nd a selection fro 
the ~st of tis "M"lt1ngs.!I 61 

In the nrogre 5S of the A:evoluti-m itself Ft-anklirl' s 1.'lnllenee is 

felt. In the .,ssembly of \otabl~s the r-redominant oorsonal1ty "l(3:.S that 

n1:' La'fayette, t.he frian'1 nnl admirer of 'Fre.nklin. He became thf' leader 

0'::' the progressi'W p:r011p a.o.co:rdirF~ to Pa.ine. 

62 

~!JiS :1.. de La Fayette, frorft the e:r.oerience of 
what he tad seen in America, :Mas better acquainted 
wi til the soiences of civil f'overnment than tlle 
g9llfl1nlity of the members who compose the Assembly 
of' (totables, could then be, the brunt of the 
business fell considerable to his share." 62 

-::'ilomas Paine, go, 9it., ;';:.339. 

Ls:ter in the NatIonal Assembly, the bo.nd of li bern1 nobles (those who 

came over to the side of the Third :state) "re the frienrls of' }':re.nk11n 
6,3 

and America, suohr.s the flue :'1e Is Roche1.'ouoauld, Dupo~ ~,nd D·Aiguillon. 
1 

-.,-~-------63 
Lewis Hosenthal, 212. 9t~ •• 173. 

The introduoti,Jn of Paine into French polltios at this time .,vas full of 

s:1.gnificanee. Introduced to the :Frenoh progressives by Franklin, he 

became well known and his I,orks were read extensively in France. The 
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part of his Rlggle 2& finn conC8rnin~ Hnrl<:e, MiS trnnslnteif by SOllles, 

Hnd publishec in 1~11 as the Ptoits de ~ ·;:;2a. The ~con(~ 1"~'<l"t, Pight:; 

01; !!;U. 92iWi Dipg 'frJeQr1e§. tUl$! JJ=5sti£1h ",;,n& translated by T..£.nthonas, 

ROO n»'DeRred in 17L'2 8S Thf!Qr.:I, It r'ratis:;gp ~~s Rrp1t§ ge 1 tHoNh",. 

Yuhl1shAd at the critic"ll "'n!".I"l"lt ..., <;'1'1 th(' oonstitutit)nallsts were fnst 

losing ground, o"tinr: to thf> umxrru.lmr "'O!'lntH ... t of' the Kintt, Gf'd when the 

Gl.rolirline M,d theoretical F..ria the ,rl1 coM ns rad n. )''IT'RcUc.al ~ nelin.ation 

for J"'eoob1icanism, the p9.!l'nhlet ,,)'r Tr!O~1a8 Paine, onenly e,flti-mon~U"ehial 
64 

bl tone, ~R rl"H:lr:H.l~l' ""eJ eOr:let:1 b~r l;-,th the D:lrtiof,' ;')f th~ r~)f't. 

64 
~., 26'7-2(8. 

In the National Constituent ""se1t1"',bly the stronl7 !.nnuenee of 

Alnerict'!.n idp.als can be noted in t~ 1eM~s in and the pub1ic"t:lons 

and pa.rrrohlets outside of that s~, .. mb1y, as \'\'ell ~\s by the adoption 

of the Declaration or Rip,'hts, t.he ;:3:.::n"'nsi~ Veto, t~e ,'.ct of Freedom 

of fiorshlp, Freedom of.' tbe J~SS, and .f! nal1~y the ide:! or fl -.rri Uen 
65 

constitution. 

65 
~., 251. 

Throughout the debat.0s in the A5~mbly, the Al¥:rlr>'"n ~y <",us l1uoted 

ortan to 8xol.ain the POssib11i ty or :C3aking similar la'!'!'s. 30metimes it 

was used, other timas rejected. The question of ~hether or not l'r:::nee 

should have e Jegislature oomPt)seO of one or two houses excited Ijreat 

discussion. The views of the b1ca.wralists did not n~van; a. single 
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ch..a.mber \"1ilS adopted by I::i" overhalminp !"te,jority. Fp~tpd rlpbatft$ exnlain-

ing the Hritish and .' {ilt='ricB:1 wRyS "~r(',' h~l~, but both systerts '!/\'eN' 

rejected. In reg:1"c' to tr.'-? v~tn thfD 1 t?rr:lBJ.~~t')t'~ Fidopt-e(l s. ~(~!"su~ that 

I 

bore some ~semb18nee to triP .: e~i"'~ ~ ~l'!'l.~"'jf'!5.vf' VE'to. "'}:I" .i~~riea:n 

viP'!'! of f'reer:'or, of ~re5S <ml1 oJ!' sooec}: 'raB p,Jopted. Tn t.he T":~thod of 

anl.n:ldi "',,7 the Canst i tUti01', Fr'H1c:e made a. 8eril)UB bll1nder. 'l'his, /~;~ 

t"f;ethor with the :re~oction of' thfl AnlJriean bie&meral s::n~tel"'l .,.~re two 
66 

;~.iRtak~s on th~ part or the !;'rench le~1TI'.akers. ThAt Fr&.nluin agreed 

66 
~., 190-212. 

1l!fith the idea of e sinp.le char;iber 1s indicated it; a letter to !~ Veillard, 

Octobflr 24, 17S8: 

67 

II !', fi to thl'!' two ohambe"r~, T atl" of ynm' OJ):> m.on, 
that one alone would 1)6 better; but, my de,~r 

friend, nothinG in hur~li'n aff.drs and schemes 
is '):fn'fect; e.nd perna.::>s tbis 115 the C8se or 
0111" opiniol1s. i. 67 

Jared Sparks, 2.0, cit., 101361. 

..._ b 

He d.iseussMl wi th l#' Ve:i11J~rrl and T'llnont de Nemours oossi 'hil i ties ror 
68 

improving the l'nited ':tntC's Constitution I1S late es 17gg. 

68 
];W., Letter to ~.'em(}urs lOt65i~. L~t!-e:rs to Le Veil1a.rd 10:645, £.57. 

Fir.al1.y the tokens of' defe'N)nce emf! resrect ,""h:icb the 'a.tional . , 

;\sc;;er!bly paid to Franklin on his death indicnte his f'riendship with 
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its leaders. The Assembly '\A",:lS z,skad bylrabeau to ftO into sJorrrA.ir.g 

for the 'benefactor ()f :~'e.nk111('~ f fi)T' trTee (:a18. His eulogy giV(1H3 us 

sO'r.e insight as to t!,~~ esteer:J i.l1 \"1:'10.1'1 he '1i~,s haht lr~; the French 

oeonle. 

69 

If !'Franklin is d"ad, It he sHld, "T,he <::8niuo that 
'reed Af!1eriea, and 'f)Qured R flooo or light over 

;;,uJ'ope, }:48 :retl;rned to tbe bosom or the Dlvlni ty. 
The sage t'lhom two -""'orlds cls.im as their 

own, the m;.,n ,.";)1' '/(hom -;~he history of sCiet100 ;H'ld 

the hietory of empires ~ontend with eaoh other, 
held, ''':' thcut d~ml:'tll p.. hjIZh rank in the hUrnaJl 
race ••••• 

The Co!1i~ress has Clrdai~t:1d tb"ou I: tl:e 
tmited stat·s, a mournir~ of one month for the 
de!'.th of Fran:~11n; €'.nd, nt this l'!\O~1:Hlt, Anutriea 
1s paying th1s tribute or venel"etion and gl'a.ti tude 
to Orl1> of t~'l'! fll.thers of' the ~nstltuticn. 

'Would it not beeo'~e us, gentlemen, to 
join :i.n thls reU;cious ~ct, to bear $. pr,'r·t l11 
this homage, rendered in the f'aoeof the world, 
both to tbe ri~~hts of men, and to the philoso­
pher who has most e~ntrib\lted to extend their 
Bt,ll'ly over the ,,1;.;;10 earth? A!'ltiqtu ty 1'01;<1 r1 
have r!:d!:.tE'd altars to th5.s mirhty genius, 
'pho, to the adv:'ntage of zank1nd, e,ompassing 
in his mind the heavens and the earth, was 
p,ble "':,0 !"fi>strahl ali1te tyr<'nt:: ar:d thundf'rrolt.s. 
rnrope, a:n1ir;htened and tree, owes at least a 
token of remer..branee e.nd regret to one or tr.e 
greatest men '1':110 h!.ve ever been ~ngaged in the 
service of phUooop!':y and libertYe 

I propose that it de decreed ~hat the 
Nation::::.l Acso:",bly dtlTir.;; ~~:ree days shill ..ear 
mourning for Benjamin Franklin. If 69 

f~dwerd E. Hale, ODe g!t., 2: 408-409. 

Thomas Jefferson, bie 311ccessor ~ pays tribute to Ji'rr.m:din in 

glowing terms I 

It No greater proof c.'f his estirr.ation in France 
enn be ~i ven than the late letu,rs of oo'1",oo1en08 
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on his dNlth from the' National Assembly of that 
eolmtry-J e.nd tile communi ty of Paris, to the 
President of the United S'bltes and the Congresa, 
and their pubHc mourning on that event. It is, 
I believe, the first i~Jtance of that homage 
having been paid by a nublic body of one nation 
to a private eitisen of another." 70 

73 

iUl1irua B. t'8.rker and JOl1tl S Vl1~s, (e<l1tors), ,Letters em Adm'_1 
at Thoma, Jt!:ferMll, 91. 

Thus, 'besides being the popular idol of France, Franklin's 1nnuenoe 

wa.s to1 t mnch ~!"ft d6t'!l;;1:r t':'.' thln;o whom he knew more inti!l'lZ~tely. His 

lnf'luenoe here h;lts a mere direct bearing on the French Revolution. His 

earl)r ae:;ua.intttnce '",i tL the Pb;yslocrats, led to his unquestioned acceptance 

by all the progressives of Pfolris. ne was giwn the opportunity to 

clarify many of the ideas of the men who were later to direct the Revo-

lution itself', a.nd to '\iBseminate aoonr them ool1 i(~~as. His eo~taet 

'-ith the most distin~shed families of France, many of 1'7hom ~re 

~lt,.tiOns, 1e<1 to learned (~hscuaf,lan6 on co;J.Htiol1B in }Ira-nee, England and 

t:-.:e Un! ted States, tO€fethflr ')With nossihle so11Jtions f'01' thfl:\ 1!'.e:ny evils 
, 

found in the various f~l'w~rnm'nts. Franklin's infiuenee ce.n be measured 

through the aeti,'ms of' the men V"i th whom he came in oontact. Mira.beau 

and Our,ant de Nemon:rs were both in favor of the ttasignats, a f'inllneial 

Doliey '1hioh certainl,. coincided 'dth Fnlnklil.·S theory of paper 

money. The widespr~ad popularity of the WelJ.th a' lWtioU§ carried 

~erhaps with it w~ny of the pet theories of the benevolent tihi1osopher 

d!lee Smith submitted N!rts of' thA manuscript to him for his criticism. 

The 8.1)011 tion of caste in the National A~}S6mbl;r W8S the more desirable 
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because. of the di.sm:ssion enr-lncE'.:red ::,y Frar.kl1n on the Order or the 

Cincinnati. He was re:soonsible t'or the publtcation of tlMt separate 

74 

sUite co"':stitutions, the readiq~ .:>1." '\'~J.ich reSl.llted in l!IUch or the 

discussion and oriticism '<"hieh hastened the ~l\;.)lution. He in~ced 

Thomas Paine to the orogressivists. with tha result that his revolutionary 

'l'7orke achieved tremendous Tlopularit,.. finally, the ad.ontion or the 

A!!lel"ican way in many of the p:"'Ct'Viaions of the National Assembly ',""ould 

indicate the StlDC'.ort "inn to American constitutional theories b7 

b;r the Men ,-t;.,) .,,~1"8 inti.l"'!atHl:r a~1sociPted witJl Franklin rruring bi8 

re51denee in Pa:;ts. 
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i'lW~ W.d.L:.<i 1:" lI.t.lt'V VJ..jJ J.'lUM 

It is thoup'h1) provoking to (liscover thHt w:1il9 'M~l!'ly of the loa-icrs 

ot thEl m'1ch were closely as~,')ointen 'iii! th Fronk-Un :tn the deoa.,·1e pre­

vious to the Revolution, his innuenee never see:'lS to ha.ve (~f'g~nr~e:re~ 

in them th~ !lhi1ity to give Fmnoo a def'inite policy .for t},,,, i'tlture. 

Fr:'lnklin \'las in :relations, sor;:cotimes quite h,tima.tf'l, "dth It'~q.nl ot 

the mn who ;.;tere tar adv~ncefl in pol1.ticgl theory and who rvere, there­

fore, rerarclef' as natural leaders of their oountry as soon as thf' 

power of Bourbonism began to eiva way. Among these pt"rsons Y'1ho kneVc' 

Franklin so intimatel,. that they knew !"lis v1e1:~s on political r.-.att.ers, 

even ~hen he had not put them in 'l'friting, were \~inbeau, the ltt!thor 

of tht" l#1end .;.t.MiD. Ma.lesherbes, whom he called rimy goodfri$>ndl't J 

Dupont de Nemours, later secretary of' the Constituent ASM'!"'bly; the 

Due de Ie Rochefoucaulc!; Lafayette, the t;.ontesquieu' of his genera­

tion; F.oohami::ceFtu, and Ch:6.fltelleux. 

There was another olass of men or inferior Importa.nce who played 

as _11 as they caul,] their little pnrts in the great movenent, among 

whom li'Jere the Abbes t~rellet and La. Roche. Hale etates that ~r,orellet 

fills h81f' n volume of his l'-eV'..oir with not too imrJOrtant references 

to his intiw.sey with F't-anklin, and makes it "perhaps a conver,ient stock 

in trt'de as the revolution went forward." 1 

1 r.:dward .F.. Hale, [;r;nldin ill £:nmQSb 2: )82-)83. 
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Yet none of' these men, even as late ~iS 1787, t~~ years :after 

Franklin lett France, had fiTlY definite -lr1ea for tr.e future. Tbe~r ~1e" 

perhaps blinded by the apparent simplicity ;'iith which changes \".ere 

_de in l~meriea. They ::leVi the new eonsitutuio!ls go into effect there 

with t<1hat e:ppeare{1 to be !7l"eat quietness and eaae. The"'J faile~ to 

considp.T that thn new constitutions f'ollO"lred soT'1e'1.!hat the liMB of 

the old oolor..ie.l charters and, therefore, introduced very slight changes 

in the daily conduct of life. ',That France sa~t; was t}iat a ne'~if coneti-

tution, so-called, _nt into operation at once. The establishment of 

the Constitution of the Uni~ 3tates, if they had considered it at 

all, would have sustained the impression that a. oortstltution has a oor-

tein power to establish itself on the w~re fTsay so" of those ~ho have 

votef1 for it. Laf81'E'tte and Dupont honed to the very- last minute that 

the mere writing of at well-eoneideMK' eor~stitution in words, would haw 
") 

the magie power of re-establisp.ing the state • .:. 

2 llWl., 2: 3S[;~-389. 

~;Iia.ny of tbese ~n were theorists who had little experlenoe in the 

type of reform they were advocating. They \!f'eX"e experimellting with ideas 

and forms rather than .,.--rtial or possible solutions to problems. 

Of their ideas Adams 5&yS t 

. "The trtlth is, that no~ of these gentler'1t"n bad 
ever had flD7 experience of a free fovemroent. It 
is equally true, 't.l'1!1.t t!-ey had never deliberc'itely 
thought, or .freely spoken, or closely rflu!oonea 
upon goV9rnm~nt, as it appears in history, as it 
is founded in nature, or as it has been repre8EInted 
by phIlosophers, priests, and poli ticlans, who ha.ve 
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conditions. H(:~ .,lso st~ted that no chan~e could rJe ef'feetef! in FrrJ.nee 

unless the architect OVSrthl'Er.l11 all he found and laid a oo1'l'foundaHon 

upon some stratum that was far down in the foundation 01 F'rencr: society, 

as there 'IIl"O.S a falsity in French society, French art, Frene}:; literat1;re 

and adn-;inistration. He maintained t~ert'> WB.S nothing Ql'l ,?'hicn to build. 

Hale declares that whether this view is correct or not, it is certain 

that it was not the view of the men who led the liberal movement in 

the outbreak of the French Revolution. They felt that ft constitution 

only WOllld be necessary to remedy the condi tiona. 5 In his proposed 

c: 'l:"A-rd'-:' H 1 ~. f~<t + ,/ z,uw. lC •• :.e\. a, ~ • ..:.:..x-, 2: )84-385. 

N.form rr:avement of 1775 Turgot, the '~lnister or ~'inanee, said in a 

Memorial to Louis X.Vl: 

n'The source of the evil, sire, is to be found 
in this single circumsto.nee, that the Frencb 
people are destitute of' a constitution. They are 
a society composed of' difterent orders, with no 
bond of unionJ a nation, the members of which 
have little of ~he necessary aw wholesol!le action. 
end reaction." 

6 John Lewis SOlllavie, ml • .ill., 3: 136. 

For the .f'a.Uure o,r the .first part of the P.e'YOlution Adar.:!s blames this 

infatuation with a constitution. This belief be Axpreseed in s 1ette.r 

to Samuel Perley, June IS', l~t 

"The Doctor, when he went to France in 1776, 
carried with him the printed oopy of' that 
C4nstitntion, and it was ll!1rledbtely propagated 
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Constitution, and it was immediately propa~ted 
through Fn<.neo that this DB the pls.n of govern­
ment of ~ll'. Fr~<:nkl1n •••• ~tr. 'l'urgot, the Duke 
de Ie ~cherl'}ucauld, Mr. Oondoroet, and me.ny 
others, beeL~ ena~ored with the Constitution or 
Mr. FranY.1in. And in T'I't'J' opinion, the two last 
owed their final and fatal catastro'Ohe to this 
blind 10'9'9." 7 .. 

7 Charles Francis Adams, OP. eit., 91 623. 

---------_.-._-, 
~n Arthur Young tel t that tr.-e outcome of' the MeGting or t:'je 

States-General would result in no more then Ii Constitution for the 

:people. 

1t11'>.e meeting ot th.e States-General of France 
also, who were now assembled, made it the 
more necessary to lO$! no time J for in all 
human probability that asse~bly will be the 
enoch for a new constitution which lvil1 have . ~ 

new eftects •••• fI C, 

g Arthur Young, InDIa 11 Franco and lHJx, 121. 

It is clear 8DOugh that Franklin himself' was naled by the Sti\.ffle 

impressions aB the men around him. flHe seems to belie'fe ~ith his 

constitutional friends t.hat a constitution 1JfQS all Frene. medE'!t!," 9 

9 Carl Van Doren, hpjarA1n I'Dnle1!n, 657 • 

71r1t1.ng in e. letter to Benjamin Va.ughn, November 2, 17F~:, Fran>lin 

sta.tes that neWB of the disturbance in France is alarming but" he hopes 

they will be over 800n and that "Isineerely wish it may end in estab-

~ 
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lishing a good constitution for that countr.y.ft 10 

10 Albert Henry ~;myth, Thm ~Yrlt1ngs Qf ~n.1Y!JJ fignk11Jb 10: SO. 

Lik&rlse with regard to Lafayette, there is no sign tha.t he anticipated 

an engulfing rewolttlon. During the session of the Assembly of Notables, 

Lafayette as a member of that body, writes to Adams on the 12th of 

October: 

"The !tfrairs or this country, oon8id~red in a 
oonst! tutional li[!,ht, are mending fast. The minds 
of the nation haft made a. great progress. 0p1X>sl­
tioD is not, of course, tree tro~ party spirit, and 
D'lany things are done or said which ere not to much 
purpose. Bu.t while desultory expeditions are 
ra.mbling about, the _in body moves slowly on the 
right roM. This country will·, within t"lve or 
flf'tef.tn years, come to a pretty good eonsti tution ••• 
the best, perhaps, that can be f"ramee., but one. 
May ·that one, the only OM truly conststent. with 
the dignity of man, be fo","r th& happy lot of 
the sons of Ameri08,. But 1 thin'/.;: a representation 
will be obtained in France. much better than ti~e 
one existing in Engla.nd •••• I hear that the 
oonventloD have finished their business, but do 11 
not know the result, and am wry anxiously 'l'm1 ting. \1 

11 Charles Francis Adams, 1m, cit., (:, 456. 

Contemporar,y evidenc& in eorrespoDience shows that the ;,merican 

emoys wn unaware that .. Fl$Yolution 1tI'8.e! taking place in Fr~nce. In 

America tllOn fit for the administntift positions were sele~d and 

expected to f1.l1 their job!! -ith all the ability at their command. As 

.. result our envoY's _1'8 slow to believe that the French administrative ~ 

leaders we" 80 iJtcompetent. They, too, expected that a new c',nst1tu-
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tloD would be Stl;fficlent to improve the r,overnment of France, but 

little dirt the,. dream it would btl'iag about complete mnd devastatI!'.f 

ch.e.nges. 12 

12 Edward E. Hale, opt 2it., 2: 407. 

Franklin, Jefferson, and Adams were all aware that· changes were about 

to be _de bllt none understoon nor envi.sioned the real revolution. 

11.11 thre~ _l"e anxious to reform and assist in building a dem.()cratic 

form ot govet"nl1lent. It did not oceur to .Adams that the House of 
\ 

Bourbon was to be swept a-.y. Eftll as late as 17f!!l he thou(tl:ht them 

to be capable of' taking care of' French foreign policy and asel(!ne(l 

the difficulties in France to a bad administration rather than to the 

sooial inequalities amorl@" the pe~ple. 1.3 The Revolution i tee1!" 

13 Charl..,s l'ra,neis Adams, Opt e~~.. 81 462. 

--------------------------------
was always incomprehensible to him: 

14 ll2i4., 

"I do acknowledF8 that the most unaceountable 
phenomenon I eTer beheld in the seftnty-seven, 
years, almost, that I h.!'l'l7e lived, was to see 
men ot the most ext.nsi ve knowledge and 
deepest reflection entertain tor a moment an 
opinion that So denocraetiea1 republio could be 
erected in 8 1'l8tlon of N Ve and tl'mnty millions 
of people, rour-and-twenty millions and fIve 
hundred thou~ of whom eould neither read 
nor write. ft 

lOr 16. 
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how shall tbey vote, by' order or persons? It 
they get _11 OYer this questIon, the~ ~ill be 
no (1 i rfi {'!", t,. (~:~tfll~!'(h5, there is so gen~ra.l e. 
concurrence in the gregt ~1Oints of' constitu­
tioMl Nf'r:)'r~ation.1t 1 

16 Charles Franeis hda.;!l<S, (editor), lWks ot tPM Adams, ts:4S8. 

It is clear enoll~h that. !;I"rank:lin himself' r:as:;isled by the same 

inpressions &5 'llWre the men eroun~ him. In the early part of 1737 

he merkee rew e.llusions to e~nts of 11 pol! tieal nature W'..nd barely 

mentions the Assembly o~ No~hle6 in a let+,er to 1& f .... oehefoueault: 

~l am glad to see tl':S.t you are oomed a.s one of 
a General Assembly to be convened in Frnnce. I 
flatter myself, tbat t\le ereat good my 8CCr'!.18 

to the :oa..,:" D'!l.tion rrl)I!l the deliber8~iol1 of such It 17 
a."1 e.sse .131y. ! prey ('lOd to give it .. :i.e hl~ssing. 

17 Al~rt Henry Smyth, 212. sitt., Sa 564-565. 

In t.~..., earH .. ftr part of April he wrote to t~ Abbe df'l 12 Roche: 

1 i3 .lll.!4. 9 I 504. 

"You have, so we hear, an Assembly of Ilot£,bles, 
to oonfer and advise on the ,"'mendments of your 
Laws rlnd. Conetitutions of G->verm'lOnt. It is 
remarkable t1".&t "::e should have the S8.me project 
at the same time. Our Assembly is mt'}etinp: next 
~nth. I pray God thet Success may attend the 
Deliberations ot both AS3e<':'l13li~8, for the 
Hatlpiness I)f both Nations." 

On the 17th of April he a;.ludes to it ar,ain in a letter to Chastellenxl 

tiThe newspapers tell us that you are ~Ibout to have 
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an Assembly of Notables, to consult ~n lr:'ll')!'o'Ve:::<er.ts 
of your iZovernrner:t. It is sOll1"whtlt s:inf~ul~l" that '!1~ 
should 00 enR"ared i-n the 31,'1"'9) here, at:, the S1.::.;j;~ 
time •••• 1 hor'Q both ;,sGe;~blles ~,,111 be blest wlth 
S'lH~OOSS. ~l'lrl their (~eln·el"atiolls Hod C01.]!1f~ls ?'M.i.y 

pror:;ote the !m:p,jl~s$ of h~)th Mtio1"!s. H ,-

l e:: Ibi1 (~. t!L,:::. 
,j' _, 1"-. 7U': .• 

F'ren.1din d:tCl not ~rceive anv;nrently that I"r[inee ·,'ns on t.he 

'ray to a l1lO1"e runi!ari+~r;t,"I.l revolut1.on thsn that in AmeriM. Posei h1y, 

1~:.ring hh; '~"J.:'r~ in l-l-n,nce hp :lever "~el 'Ie,;'! d~.,·ply into t.~,e ooverty 

an(1 re91.11t~ of' $Ocial ineC;:1'11 Hif'1h He lttAl'ltlons in a lett",!, to tbf!\ 

Chevelif.>r r!e 1ft [.tl2".-err':e, ;inister of :;'r~HlI~e to tilt=> Fnited ;::totes, 

(l77o-17~:,J), how pe~lcerul C())'lrJitions ",era in 17;:)0 '"espi~ tte 

!\!~;e1"iC&r<;;,al": 

It ••• Thus it is a.1"iB.Y'!" rail";eaUt~r l.n onr 
Parlours, it is at Paris al"!'fQys T)eaee. The 
people rmrPo'..:te tl,~lr r~speot1ve Oc:cupetiOl"lsJ 
the f'laytouBes, the Opere, and Qt~{"r pubJJ,e 
-::;iwrsionc., are a~ re;tzlr,rly s,nl' fu!:L,v attf!n­
ded, as in Times 01" pro:t"oundest 'i:ranquHity, 
f"nd the Sll.r'C S'!r:~11 c:oncerr:s ;U:Jid€~ us into 
parties.:'1thin theBef'e1'l,~eab;; ;·"e ~J:MPor 
or against Jeanl'lot, e new .Aetm". Thit: qJl,m t s 
perfor"""l:::nee, ~\OO the IDs,M'irige ox" tl;~ Duke 
d~ f!j.eheU,~'I1, fin ttl' ~uC'h ~:re of our 1'1"15-

ser,t COl'lve:rsatior:, t~,lm anythinr: th~t ~h+..es 
'to th~ "-ar. A dE',r~o~Rtration this ot' th~ 
public relief ty. tl J 

20 l.l21!1., 8: :30-31. 

CorJ'ined to Paris and its neirlborhoo'~, moving in circles of' '~Blth and 

pri vHege, Franlr.lin ''Ie.5 11 tt1~ g"'ar!:" of the' misery f,:r.l:-l ~~sPf:!rat5.on of 
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the Ji"re~ch peonIa. The> pec!:'!l..-; ,,·it':; ""hOi~ h('> fls:1oe!ate1 ~lfel"e n;)t of" th€' 

noblesse, on t:'~(> onl)\' h!md, nor repre3el':tnt..ive of th~ 1"'11;,:!';8S; on th~ 

other. There if: 'lore than one intiMtion thnt the 'Peorle whom hp saw 

~st "!\'eZ"e eonneeted ~ireetly or in~Jirectly '1'1 tr~ the ~ovnflnx ... ricbe$, 

of WhOr'1 GhauJ'!lont ·,"t15 one I':m'i :~me. Hel vetil1s also. Ee ~~Y,ent :most. of 

his tiT..£: at Passy on the estate of' Gta":mTn.ont. 21 

"~1 ('''''''1 v"' .... ·:0...,..., r.< .... n ; ",..,.!n at:'n···'~ L,r:;'" " ...n;:4_ t:,;4~1 ... r\ "' ... ·~-A.t, 4o. J'L:'L ,ItJ, .... d0 =L"··L'·'q" {~' ... I f. 

Parton S.E;,ys we rml;:~t otserve tho.t llhe f:J$'"'7 lit'ne of France excent 

the best of her ••• her 'most ~n1ir~,tet:erl n:en, her l:'lO~t rletlsillf" r;r)'7;en, 

her !'~ost pleasn:"1t pIeces. rr 

"", J . 1J___ Lit; , "'1 .p T> • • ~, 'Ii ,.., 1''1') /'1":\ .::..::. ames run,'Jn,Ji! guc J. .us 01 r.emSfVl.D l'rani, n • .,;;: ~.-4.l-]. 

It seeru.s strnnee Vat a !!"An of deMocratic and philanthr:y;::ic ir:eas 

such as P'rarklln senmerl to be, cUd not I!l!!kl!' oomesort of filtudy of 

sociel concritions in I'~nee ant1 thf'ir 1"'Ossibltl!: !"f:"''''ert.y. Rut, '.:::-hen "''8 

r.la!lCe at the lir:t of rtd.ies t,hat;~ept him eVOl":8 5tin~ly busy I '~?$ can 

u.nders~"i;,d t!1is. l~e erclose~ in D. 1.f.'tt-er, datecl December 2S, 1788, 

to Charles Tompson, Secreta!'.;r of' Conr:ress, 9.,!"d a ver:r de·aT ~ri,end of 

his, a fI.3'k~teb of lfry Services to the tinited states", in .. rhich be out-

liMfi his contribution!: to tbe .!'overt'lf~ .. tmt during his stay in FrI.-nee. 

He toolt: ee,:re of all ti,E" ,1rties of eom;-,lasioner,. later ninister-pleni-

potentiary, COTlS'.;,l, ju~ee o.f adrni rnl ty, l'OO!"chp',nt. and finally h~1!1 to 

exa!n.ine the biPs of I'lXC!1anr-e dr'!!l\'m by Congres$ fr)r int(~r~st ~:OfM'\y, to 
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to the amount of two millions ani! e. half of livrtls B.!:rmal1y. A~ fI. re-

s'ul:t.. of such mtl1t~ifarious 0ut.ies be could very trut,ht'ully say, thonrh 

be had !"l~JS.ys bef':l1 an active mf.:lll, he fl("ver "3'ent thrm:rh so much business 

during <'!'ight yoarf3, in any p.:lrt of his life, as during those o,f' hif-

residence in France. 23 

23 Albert Henry SmytJ!, op. £;4;1(., ~: 6(;1-697, 

Fra11,klln t S report of himself s('c'rnely 8.f!!"OI""S with the ex!\'cr~(H·3te·~ 

account of'ee;:;s: 

nlmaginat,bn ean hardly conceive a succession of 
pleasures NOr-" elegant an(~ refinen than those 
whicb Dr. F:r!'l,n!<:-lin, no',,, on the 51;n~y ::lien of t~;re()­
score anrl ten, continued daily to enjoy in tr:e 
vicini t::'t of Paris-his fY)rning consU:.;,r:tly r1evoted 
to his belover'l :,tUlUes, and his eveninre' to the 
cheerful society of his frit''!lGs -- th" [!'re~,test 
r.:oMrchs of J.:'urope hearing him '."I'ith honours u.'leck~rl, 
and the brir:ht-est Wi teend i3ee.l~ties (')1' His r,ot:rt 
vying ll:i.th eacll other in their attf'ntions to hi,m. 
And thus, as the Folden hours rol1e0 <~lon€" they 

stil1 found him r.l4pr-y -- gratefully contrnstinr 
his present glory with his humble ori,1n, ~nrl 
thence breathing nothil'lf' but benevolf'iloe to :r..an -­
firmly" conflt!inr. in the care of Heaven --- andMly 
T'l'rsua.ded th~t his m:dles OOulr1 yet. descend upon his 
countrymen, now f.~rhting the goo" f'ieht of liberty 
and hal'pi~es." 4 

26 1:, L. )~eer1s, Abe Life Qf Bo12iAwin FnmkJ.ln, 213 • . 

:::urrice it to say that Fl"!',mklin's b~:sy l!FlY would h)Mly hAve Fiv~r: him 

time to organhe anl~ carry out systr;rlat,i~ed nr)"par:a!)!,'!!:l. to overthrow e. 

government or underrdllf' t!1t" trust 0'" the French r~ople in B mOMre::ial 

gove~nt. 
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There is not.,; sb,r:le eXTlression in any, of hi$ lett~ra or pf!nsrs 

to the tlmf"\ "rhEIn he left France, which show that hI'> ex~eted ,arry eon-

siderable ehf:nre in the vovernm.ent of' the eountry, or that he un~e:r-

stood eon"!i tiona a~~ they t'rere in France. Aeeordirw to Parton t)'is 

silence mayor may not h~l,,," ooen intentioMl: 

" ••• in all Frank11n t s writings, theN' is not a 
passage trom which we can infer t.hathe, unr'lerst,')(xl 
the conditions of Prance, or thenerils of the 
monarchy; mhieh to lean sa..tracicms obs"~l"'Vers had 
for many years been apparen.t. Ho may, Mverlhe-
1e S~, neve com~;~f'n~M the r1anrer in a1.1 its 
ir<r'inenee, tmd not :n&eo:roEv1 the fact; for it 'l'J8.S 
not his cue to df'!~cant upon a1"lythinf~ he ffif .. y risve 
seen amiss in rnnee, a,nd his talent for silimee" 
was a:::: re>:\Hrka'blEl as his felicitstion of l).tt(~rBrlct'.t! .::5 

25 James Parton, gR. cU-" LJ.2-~1.3. 

f.is oo~spondence e.l;'lol">t f'rOl!: t~,. time of his rJe~~t:rtttre to 1790, when 

the Hevolution was well advanee1, r,1vf's u~f'l~om ;"'1onth to month a, history 

of' the change from ho~ to fear ~m;i f"Mr: feaT to ab5eet rnis€'r-:'f, on the 

pert of the mnn who ~"" closest to hi!!' in Fr~nae. 
26 

26 Edward~. Hale, OPe sl~" 2: 386. 

A~r Franklin lett Frs.nce we f'ind his friends amdous to keer him 

informei ' of the events taking !'16108 there, Some eXBn::plea of t:ie mention 

of the ?.evo1ution anti the P1"op-ressi.on to)'fQrd it ;;'Ire ~iven. 

GalOl'.U'le, unablE:'! to cope .5.th th~ ~ln8nelal conditIons, lost the 

confid"enoe of" the Note.l,les who had been assEIIl'!lbled to ratify the e~<1nfeS 
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which had beeo!n'f~ necessary '101' the proa.-perlt,. ot ?'rance. Both were 

di&"iased by the King, in ~1ay, l7~:~7. necker, :ro~r11 !sini!:lt~:r of 

Finance, was recalled. The Abb!" r'orellet writes to Fran1din on .1ply 

.:31, 1ndieatill$.; what the cha~e rr.ight nean: 

Mf.!e is a 'V'er'.r i1011-infom-ed a:;,tl intel11gt!P1t m&!.n, 
~l1-slr..illed in !'001'lIl.f;ln[" a..rf'~21rs e.1"d mE'n, fBl':!iU.ar 
with all sound principles, anr~ hr:ving resolution 
to put them in practice. You must kno';" that fnti.re 
freef~Ot'l of trade f'1nns a plG.ee a,'otl!1' tl:e maxims of 
his countljl' •••• }i',.er& is some hope for our country, 
but previous disorder i.::md other cnuses... may 
thwart or ret8.rd more or lees the 1f.easures of tis 
net"!' &<'tministration and a. crisis is at hand that 
may lay all our hopes in the dust. But no matter, 
I ~tUJ hore, as you know'Z;n the further pror.rress 
or the human l"'aCP., •••• " 

27 Jared Spar';(s, Th, fiOUS of p,nJqin trn:ntl1n, 10: 316. 

lIis friend, RiCblrd Price, gives some hints of th~ transformation in 

political activity which 'l'faS taking place in 'lI':urope; in Iii letter dated 

September 26, 17£."1: 

"In this part of the world there is a spirit 
riSing which wst in time produCE' great eff"ects. 
! ref$l" nrinciP811y to what is now passing in 
Rolland, Brabant, and France. This spirit 
originated in America; and, should it appear, 
that it has t:lere ter::inated in a state of socIety 
more favorable to peace, virtue, SCience, B.nd 
liberty, and consequently to human happinesa arId 
d!.gni t,., than has ever yet been known, 1n!"1n1 te 
good w111 be done. Indeeti, a general f8!"":':1entation 
seema tQ be ta.king place throq!h Europe. In con­
sequence of the attention ereaurl by the f\!!lerl~an 
~liar, and the dissf'mination of <m-itings exnlaining 
the nature and en'"! of' civil gove:rnments, the minrJs 
of men are beeor:ing more enlightened; en<~ the . 
silly despots of thf!> world are likely to be forced 
to respect b~an rights, ann to takQ care not to ~g 
govern too much, lest they shoulr1 not govern at a11.· j ~) 
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28 .n4d., 10: 3:21 

The Pl!l.rle~m')t of Paris reftwed to register th~ fim,llcial reforms 

of the king and requested that th~ ?:states-General bE> !ls~e'!.':bled to do 

this. Thi;:; led t.o the olli stru{':' 1e between tl'H'I !\in,t!,' s :dnis t.~n"s a.nd. 

thf' Parle!!lIlHit.. The ministe~s were pr,)posinr to remodel the judicia...,. 

SYBtem which 7c'oultJ inevitably lesfCen the '~:xmer or the parl('r;;ents. They 

v,ere also unable to m9E't 1;,he repular expenses of r,o'Wlrnrnent since the 

l'arlement reruse~ to register taxes and had 'lone ~vlH"J""thinr' it eoul1 

to destroy the confidence of those who mi['ht otherwise haV'e loaned 

money to the r:oV'e!'l'lll!ent. Th~re !';@eme(~ to be no othf'lr nsort but to 

call th~ repreMntatives of' tJlP, r.>eople toft,eth('lr. The T;states-C'16neral 

were suml:f:oned to tOOet ;:ay 1, 17r;<;. There hnd been no me,'tine since 

161.4, and there was consequently. a renerol ignorance in !"e1C:!U"'!; to the 

Estates-Genera.l. The ol~ system of voting by e1aD~es was preposterous 

to the laverare l;;.enehman of 1788, whel"f'\&13 it waH satisfactory to those 

to ~'hoIl1 it 'l':'ol,ld ("ive privilege. At th€' request of the King, the nation 

preopared the f'runous cnhiers, or list~ of' grievances, which indiooted 

that the prevailing ~iS<)rder aM thEi' vast arid 111-de.fine!1 nor.'rerf~ of 

the ki~ and his ministers -were perhaps th"" run~amf'u''!ta1 evils. Ir. a 

letter "I"ritten !It a later date La Veil1ard ,~lve8 us some ides. orehe 

situa.tion at this time, 

M ••• Unfortunately the priests and the nobles 
'are not yet eJuffiei.-ntly moders. te, nor the l"~r 
classes sufficiently enli~htentW. T~~ inter­
mediate elas~es are for this reason odious to 
the fOrm9r, and not properly "NlIUf!'d by the latter, 
., ,'ire r.'fa7"'le1 c1'l(i '-l1nd(ld by the first rays of 



a liberty, of whieh they h3d not even an 
Idl:!s', a~ld "'!'hich intoxiC!at!\!s t,he!!l, ~:HV~ 
!"'Sneers them inear~b1e or listeninr: to reason. 
The nobili ty a~~cu"s tl') insist u:;:Io1'1 th~iJ'" 111 
recei vel~ claims of voting by ornera, and not 
in comvon I!m"i in-'1:ividllally. This 'lfoul,1 t~J,:e 
froi11 the Third ?state all the advantage or the 
om-neer of 1 ts doptsties, which by th't· rules 1.8 
equal to that of. the tvro other orders to,r,,,ther. 
They therefore insiat on iif>lfberat.~rw 1n eor!.l" on 
and voting 1001 vi~ually, 'IlIl'hioh is' the onl;y- mode 
of substitl:ltin~ a tM1P public snirit foT' tice 
spirit of party. It is much to be feared that 
this dif'1'iqSl ty will occasion e ~i~e.stroliS 
schism." ':;.1 

29 ~., 10: .38ts-.3H9. 
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Franklin became aware of the daIW'er an~ trouble in France ,~nd seemefl 

upset about them, since he dld not expect aetual ~lsorder but only 

nform. He 001<1 very little, ho'!?!e'Ve1", ann mentionerl the rlisol'ders 

but tv.;ioe ,"furinr this per:iod. On the 17th of February, 178f" he 

wrote to Le Veillard I 

" ••• I have been concerned to hear or the trmibles 
in the internal goverm.nent or the country I love; 
and hope t.hat some good 'flI/lJ.y come out of" thet"l, and 
that they may end without mischief." 36 

30 Albert Henry Smyth, on, 2'1., 9: 638-63<1. 

In February, 17&:, he wrote a?-so to fi'lrBe. d'Houdetot, in whi(~h he 

mentione~ the disorder lnFnnce J 

R ••• The accounts! have heard of the Flisunderstand­
ings and Trouble that have aris~n in the Gowl"'lU!l.ent 
of" that dear Country in which I pass'd nine or tt,e 
hapnlest Years of 'ff!f¥ Life, enve m.e a great deal of 
Pain, but I hope nll will tend to it.s Oood in the ~'nd.tI 31 
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.31 ll1!11., 10: 44B-449. 

On July 8, 1788, Condorcet, another f'O:n.lE'l" aStcociate, ~/rote of aerio;H3 

conditions in }~nee: 

" ••• th~ aristoc:ra.tic 51"irit •• at t,his l'!!om~mt 
is thronng' e,,",rything into eonf'1)slo~ here. 
Priests, noblet', !!l~.l, ur.J.te I':.gaintllt. the poOl" 

citisens •••• This leapue, 80 numerous in itself, 
has increased it3 strenp:th by clamors ftlud.ns1: 
despotism. • •• I hope that ."re sb!'111 fret 
through, and that ~ shall have neither civil 
war nor bankrvptey, in spite 0:" d 1 tb!\t Or:T 

p'M'tte1":ded patriots are sayin .... and ~oinp: to 
lear\ 'us to both. tI 32 

32 Jared Sparks, Q~. cit., 10: 353. 

The .Due de Is Hoehfl;foucauld conf1nred his fears in a letter :-:1ated 

July 12th, l7P:<, s 

tl ••• The excess of the evil (:l'~kcnelt us at last. 
II. ce Ca10nne made known the disastrous state- or 
the fiMnC6S; his (lmecessors em!Jlo:ren vlo1""nt 
means; the el!Jlo85eS, which ha.c ooen thm 2-ealous 
sup~rt.er:s of' t}-,t"f royal rmthori ty. •• found t:li"Jr 
only means of resistance eor.edsted in cal1inE'" 
p~lblio opirlion to their eia. They have msd('l '3'.n 
appeal to the nation and the States-GeMral are 
demanded with one voice from. OM extret:ti ty 0'" 

France to the other.... The minieters, instead 
or skillf"lllly yielding to this eall, have sr.o'?(l1 
it reptlgnanee ann d~fer announeinp tbeir eon­
VOcatlt)D. The l\I1Ore nrr"tgM.nee they show ••• the 
more it is to r.~ feared that the exasneratior, 
wil}' inel"ease. ft 33 . 

33 ,lW., 101 354 
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Franklin's answ('r to tr.u above letter 5hot"!9~ his relief in fir.llb,l1y 

understanding th~ 3itUfltloD, but ho still r'!oel~ not show that ~e un~~r-

stood just what turn the> ~volut1on would ts.Ke. 

"I received (:trid read '\Ii'ith p-reat Pleas1;;.re ••• your 
letter of the 12th of J'lly. It f!aVe ~ a IDON-' 
clear and most satisfact::::ry l.eeoi.mt of the presen.t 
state of i\ft'airs in your Country thar any I t'wve 
be~n able to o'ttain. 10"'':: justly fm~rone' they v.fl!st 
be intel"'!f'lltinp to llW. 1 love Frl'\nce, r r.H"~~ one 
t;,ous('mf'1 !l&asons .ror doin6' so; anr1 .,',he,tever pro­
motE'ls or imr)(:~d{~s her Hanpiness affects me as if 
shf' ~re my r',)ther. I ho~ all will ('>:y~ tt.) th'" 
general j~dvanta~e. tI 34 

34 Alherl Henry Smyth, ,<pe g~t., 9: 665 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------.. ----
He had but very recently encouraged le Veillard in ~ letter de.terl 

October 24, 17(~(,t 

35 ~., 

. "I am much concerned to hear the broils in YOl~r 
country, but hope that tv .. ,. will lea::! to 1 ts 
advantage. Finan this fermentation is overBncl 
the troubling parts subsided, the wine will be 
fine and pood,. and cheer the hearts of" th058 who 
drink it." 3:> 

9: 673. 

He evidently expected Em early e1'lfling to the disoTder 8.S is shown in 

his letter to the Abbe r~ol"e'llet, December 10, 178ft 

36 lhkt., 

'*1 hope the late Trol1bles in France are nearly over. 
'Tis l! countI'Jr that I dearly love, and in whose 
Prosperity I "'1 rvself' deeply interested." 3( 

9: 691. 
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In the foll oolnt~ letter to the Oo£1to dt'! ~;OLlstier, 1!"rench tdnlst.er to 

the United Dk1tes, April 27, l?t::<i, the eve of the openil'U~ ot the 

Stetes-('~neral, '!I~ find. that he still does not seem to gr:?sp tre 817'-

nificance of the 'I."l.olence 111r,ict~ lli~as displayef! in .Fr~nce l 

37 ~ •• 

I!Hy Beat ;;\ishes also Attenn the De:>liberations of 
your :;rest C'.o'Unel1, tre StaUis ... Geool'al of France, 
whie.."z lOOets this Day. CrOd gl"ant them. Temper and 
!Inmony;':is1o'll th~::r mst h8~ Ellr.-CI)'lf t,hf'!"l ~:mf'f'>ici'!'!nt 
i.f Passion m.!:". 811.ffe!' it to op$rate. I PMY sin­
cerely that by means of the Assembly th" public 
interests may be ar!v~'.!J,oo(l and succeed, ~md the future 
Wel"'~r~ and Cl::cr or the French :n.ation be fi MJ.y 
eatablish~d. II 37 

10: 6. 

In the meantime, I.e Veil1ard l1rrote to him April 25, giving hin a 

very definite knowl"tlge of :vhat bElA t.a1ren place during the ?fist year 

or more: 

WVe are. at last on the :=:Ytl of th~ assembling of 
the ~;tatss .. General •••• I d() not knml how much 
good th4:!Y will <:lOt but in the rreanwh1le people say 
or 'ljri"lt whatever th~ please, a.n1 nob<X!y is sent 
to prison. The demands of.' the deputations nr& for 
the most part publicly lmown. Many eive very 
DalTO" 1 indo ts to the royal authority, anr'l all wi th­
out exception require that ••• a constitution shall 
be established, which sha.lI ~1ve legislative 
author! ty to t~Je nation ••• which shall vi ve full 
security to the liberty of the press.... They 
del!lf.1.00 th0 ~ibolition of all privileR'Ets 8.l'V~ exe':1p­
tiona relating to the payment of texas, the reform 
of eivl1 am erl.minal laws, and the msnonaihllity 
of' miniswrs.... The disturbances in Brittany ••• 
not a hundred persons in all have be~n killed •••• 
'lost of the assemblies of Paris a.nd thf'l vicinity 
have been such soonss ot" tumult that, arter 8. long 
tiJ'le spent in uselesR clamor, they have gentll>rally 
been obUged to brea.k up without doing ,!my btaineSt'!. 
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••• the populace ••• h::"ve been guilty of' great 
disorders and have pillaged houses, bnrnt furni­
ture, l'Ilal treatec and even kille~~ f:O!'~() persons •••• 
It 'l:'S.S found neeeasB.ry to f:..re u!>on tho reonle .... 
there ~re nut.r r;. hundred peI'§Ons killed r:.:r.~ C!t 
1 t _.:t d "JB . .as as 1'flllny' WOU'm.le •••• 

Jared Sparks, gp. c~t., 10: .38'7-388. 

:':;urprise at the turn of events made Franklin ef!.utious in his reply to 

I.e Veil1ard I s letter: 

" ••• I make no ReMrks to you concerning your 
P-... lbll" Affairs, being too remote to fom .,ust 
Opinions conce~~ng t~em •••• ff 39 

39 Albert Henry Sl'!.':;;th, !.U2. e~.1;., 10: .35. 

The last news tl"nt cam.e to Franklin from the Old :::orld !"elated to 

the Assembling of' th@ Fstt.tes Genel'"ftl, the theft of the diamond neok-

laoe, and the ominous gloom of the revolution. There is no ev1deuoe 

in his oorrespon<ienee to show that he kn~Yf sm,ything abo11t the formation 

or the National Asse::,bly, by which the Third Estate successMly as-

serted its claim to represent the nation and received its force from 

the Tennis Court Oath; nor was he 1nfo~d ot the d:madf"ul ha'~~n1ngs 

of t.he bloody July days in which t.he Bastille was beseipd and taken, 

castles and homes IMN plundered and ~eMlisherl in the country dis-

trietsJ be was not aware or tb' development during thfl' August tiays 
, 

wherein te'.Idaliam ns destroyed in Frt.nee t ane: tl:e r~claration of the 

Rights of Man was prepared; he hlld heard not.hing of the ghastly ~~reh 

of the W()IM!<'n early in October an~ the inprisonment of' the royal pair; 
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nor had he been told o.f the decree of NoVtltmbel" 2, which confiscated 

all Church propert::r which '.5 uoorl later on ~:)r tb~ !3ecmr'i ty n~eded 

in the issuance of' the f'amo'ls assi€"nata. 

On rio'Nmber 2, 17!~. Franklin wrote to Ben.;ja...'I\1n Vaugh..n oJ: hie 

concern for france, 'hut he r'l-:>es not indicate any specific ~nowladge 

of events. 

40 ItiLi., 

¥tThe ~UJvolu.tion in France is tr'1y snrprising. 
I sincl'trely wish it may end in f!l!stabl:tshing a 
good constitution for that country. The mis­
chief's and troubles it emtfel"s in the operation, 
however, gi'ft! me great concern. It 40 . 

--_ .. _-,. .. _ .. _ ... _-----
10: 50. 

Sp&aItiug of the progress l"lade during the f'irst session of Congress 

under the new Constitution in the United States, Franklin wrote to 

John ,']right, on J\~'ft!!!lber 4, It! nsh the strngr71es in !''r!UlC(, may end 

as happily for that nation." 41 Alternately he expresses hope that 

.. --.. ------------------.. ----------------------------~.----.. ----.. ------------------.---------.-------------
4l lW., 10: (0. 

rnncerl11 rmrta ire 0:'" the blessings dl'!ri ved i"rr}1'l' freedom :,[in~ e<;p),z<.l i ty, 

a!ll~ on the other hanr, oowails thfl fact t!",~t th~ ,~,1ne; of' ~;]ehinf?' such 

a condition arf" so -1!'!:.stle. In a ·lett0rt...o Sar:l1el ~:OQre, ;;o'Ve''til-;er 5, 

he 'l'fl"i 'UHH 

HI hope thf' fj,re or lioorly, which you m(>ntion as 
spreading over f<:Uro~, 'Pill act upon tbo. in,."lstlfnabl~ 
rif;'hts of men, as e01!'l!!1On fire l':OOS u'?On $Nllrl; p'lri f';r 
without d~stroy1nr them; flO thnt e. lovero! Ifoo1:"ty 
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may fin~ a country in' any, pelrt (') r Chrtster.dorn." 42 

42 ~., 10: 63. 

He inrlic~tes in a letter to Jet.m Baptiste 1e Roy ann also to Le Veillflrd. 

that he knows nothin,r ah()llt the !"!"-f1ioo.lisl" ('lhicI: har; tn\ren hold of Franee 

5inoo he fel':'ls that by this time all shou1" bp. over. To La P..oy, he 

writes: 

43 ~., 

"Great part 0"" the news ~ heve hJd from Paris, 
for near a yefir pe,st, has been very a:r~'11 ctinp. 
:t sincerely wish and pray it r!lJ!J.y all f"nd l'ell 
ani'l ba,"':.y, both ror the Kine and the Nation. fI 

las 6[;..69. 

l.J 

On the $flrtte day he 'IWTOte to Ie Vei11a.rrl, repeatine his hope t~:a.t order 

had 004!>fl M?stored: 

"The Troubles you hew bad in Faris have afflicted 
me 'l gNat deal. I hope by tU.s tilr.e they are 
over, and everythln{': sett,lec! as it sho'l.u1 be, to I 

the advantage both of the Kinr- and the t1atlon.·! I~ 

44 n!d., lOa 70. 

His hope tl'>.st tll~ d!fCieulties in France VYel"f.'! over are certainly nre-

rnat;.ll"'e ,'\nd sho~v tis 1£>c1: of' kno'."lenr.e or Vl"ha.t l':las aet1Jally tr7dng 

place. He c4TOte to 1e RocneJ"o1;;QC1U10 too, on November 13, ask!1'!$' him 

to examine his !(-1'i'loia ea:re!'ul1y an(~ eritieally, now th~t he betS time. 
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If I should not venture to '!!Ylke Ud,!'! Request bnt Ue,t 
I noj"le youro,m'bHc ;,.j~'-",dNl, '"hlch must .lv-we t.a;~en 

l~p much of :n:'lUr Time, are noV! settled.; I sincere. ly 4'" 
. t H t 1 ,.... lI' 'h th ". ~ t. ti 't ) none 0 v.le 11m '1.1£$.... c,nvan!.~f:'e 01 ~,r). 'l.fiC' an" )' .. .& Ion.' 

45 ~., 7: 6~~1. This lett.er, acoordirwly to Garl Van ::Orsl'l, 
Frapklip'§ AytoRigaiphi;&,tl 'flr+tim::~, p. 777, is incorrectly 
ds:ted in Smyth. The date is November 1.3, 1'18~ not ~'io~mber 13, 17f:. 

I~ ifeoelTlOOr 4, 176'9, Franklin "la::: still troubled ~jb('mt conditions 

In ~"ranee, but., sa·/.' in trf:"tn somethinewhleh in thE' long rwn ~. ~ 0'l>t be 

out.,veirhed by the 1~crease or .1 1berty for the French nation. In 11 letter 

to Da:yj,d He:rtley he wri tern 

46 .tb1!1., 10: 

"The:Onvi11sions in Franee .are attended 'With some 
dloog{%'esahle circumstances; but if' by tht2! Bt~w""le 
she obtains !'.nd secm:ros for the Nation its ftlti;re 
LIberty, aru1 a po()'1 Ccmsti tution, a !e·>t Y pars t Bn .... 
joyoont of tbose Blessings w111 2..'r.:ply reooir all 
thf!'! damaees their Acquisition may h~ve occasioned. 
God grant, that not only the rJOw of' T.)loo:rty, but 
a thorough Knowle1pe of tt'..e Rirhts of ~~an, may :ner­
vade all the Nat1om! or tl:e Furth, so th~"it e Phil­
osopher t'.ay 8E'lt his Foot ~e:re en it.s <iurfaee, 
and say, "This ia rt!iy Country. \' 46 

72. 

Thus Fra:nl'lin wan mad~ a"tsre 0: psrt of th? disl"'llntion a!l".onr those 

'Who had been his l'lflloved associates i.n politic::: ~U,0 sccil">ty, but happily, 

he died too soon to ,dtnes!:1 the li"1f'UJ. havoc 1:'l'[ot:t{,,!1t in tl€' ~"'i1d tU!llul t 

of' the ~volution ':rhen Le Vei11eM ryerished upon t:,e Rt,volutionary scaf'-

rold, Lavoi si~!" by tr:e a~e of' the GUillotine, an~ Conno rc€·t dle<~ of 
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poison upon 11 ;:<rison f'1onr. 47 

47 ~., 10: 1,:&:::"4.::'"9. 

It is obvious thaT, nei Ver Franklin, nor his ~'merloo.n f:nd F~neL 

am::oci~tes, M(1 any kn;:nledge of thf) trend that th~: Hcvolutlon ''',,1:, to 

ta:~e. Th~y mre~~t;,;rou8 o~' the refom ''\''Thieh formo(l the favorite tnT'ic 

of' t::eir philosoryt:le :'l.};.wl!:cmL:m, but th.,'Y l'lel"€ continent th~t '~h1'sC 

reforms MHh1 be ef~eck~ by i,~re2Y' prese:nti~:: the;>; in 1'!rltten ~"'o}"!;j to 

the peoplp.. If Frtmklin knew of' events after tbe ~ti~:: o~ the sta tea 

General he hitS left- us nothing in his eorreSfA>ndenCf'! to rrove it. 



",d .• ;.,i' ..L .... u. IV 

..,""' .. lV.L.,lJ"" .... "'4:tiI:l 

Obv:trusly tho .bfl:l.(mec of Frtll'lk'ln in Fl"";.nce 'tt!il.'s grnnt and did 

Mve a dir(~ot b';1;irj~f en t,':',e french Revcl;:tion. Howev{~r, he used no 

'irmll-der!, c-<i, (.rr~U1izad rropaco.nciist act:!cit1as to Ilnt'l.e'M:'ire or over-

t] .ro~"if the French JrtCuarer,y. 

FrtmkB.n a..c\ H 'u:~lic t:irure ea!:::1ta1ized on the roru1e.rity of the 

i.r.'oricnn cau.so in Frr..mce to obt'ointhe Alliance. From the very firet 

mr'T."Gr,t of ~:5.~ I."rrival tl6 Ql'ljo 0<1 the esteelt fitld respect of tre Frer::ch 

nation as a ~'ihble. tiron fir:dlng the Arcorican c!1t1se already por'.tlar h. 

set O~lt to 'f1in the Ccnrt und th:l Gcvernr;.ent to ~: 1 IS cauae, Mr.:ely the 

Alliance. The f,l'"{'at adu~.·1·~1tion of the Fr,meh reoF Ie for :f'r1m'<lln 

himself '1as crd.afly rer'f'on!" .. lbl(! for }ds S'.lccees in eauflinr. the 

GovernJr!t:;nt to cap! tulate. Thf) propafanda 'f..fl1ch he u~oo to effect the 

All-la.nce cf:l.usad t>e Fr(mch to oocc):e even r:;cre aware or ·t.h~ feasibi11ti 

o.f demccratic fovernnont. FrtJl.nkl1n did much to enc(h.irafs in them a love 

and appr(tl:'iution of Alr.erioan 1.:16(,18 ar.'<! rri:;cir1es, with no eor:3cic'J,s 

errert, :'()wever, of underm:lning the erlst.ing French fOVem!!ent. 

The Al1iaf,ce itself, !'eT ~'J:r::t('h Fr n"J in 1'rn.S c1:.ieii.y resrc.l1Bible, 

ns inf'truIN'p·t.:1.1 in hurr:rinr: the Fr~'mcb Rf!'\tol:tion. It created a. deficit 

in the Fr('!noh t1"ea~l'.lry !ih1ch the rnvernr:m:t fouw t':c·r,t ,11fficult t.o 

correct. This der1cit brou/, ht aJxmt :lnCTf)(1S00 taxat1on. {'md the con­

si)iJ,ue: t (~.it.satlsraeticn en t t~e : !lrt of the French F:~r:le'fho erlticru..1y 

wntcJ:ed tb~ f.\ltilo atter.-r·t,e of: t.J:eir rr"vorrlll"ent to rer.edy the dtuation. 



The Alliallce pm"!":' ttftd Freneh offi.cors &.r:d ;cl';~ie!'S' 1'-0 got t~ taste 

of ~~;:er.iean J.:l.fo cmd r;~:e e:l'q'..srit:::"ce of sCe1ti :lOW de~()cratlc ideals 

were aotually Pit ir:to l~ract~lce. The cbvio:.1s reSeJH f:f' sl;.ch oortaot 

i'm.S tl-:e nttettpt on tXe j:art of theea sa:.e r:'ell to use WLtlt infort.'ation 

th(~y had ir. rfJr~>.rcl to t::elr own rOvet"nIr;c:c.t, \'Ihen t:,he oprortiln:i. ty Ltnd 

need for a c:<:::tr:r e .in the rirocesB or. fovern~ar.t becllve arrarant to tl:GIll. 

¥"ran:lln 6I.S H:e r"aD of h~';l.rniri:' the rrogressive thhker, the 

f:1m balleverin t ~le dEm:c err. t.1 e way of 1 i villr, exerted trewendous 

inf1;(~r.ce over the rrcJ.~\.~hc nrOJfht. Al.xlut the soe:bl and econor.io 

eL nCEllB in Fr·"nce -:hioh c;.:lIId' " •. tf:;,::1 in tile early jn"t of 'the ?:lwclution. 

II is early aequai;- t.s.nc('l ,·,lth t~o f'hysioort'l.te 1 ad to ''$$ unquestioned accer­

t,'lDCf) by all crOUP!! in faris. It itS . (·,)\(ti\u wbetber Fr~alkl1n attcn:pt.ed 

t.c ilifh:m1ce the opin:i.on or ,1ud,grnent, of l'f:c-et of the roor1e 'idth \,:hOll 

he c~me in co;'~~ct, but it :h: cert"ln that 'niith those tdt!1 whom he was 

most intimately ti1er)'J~l~ntcd he exerted strcnf irti'1uer:ce f,articularly in 

the ~ms of poll~:1cu 'md :i='~~:ilo13or:',1es1 th01lf"ht. i'ihere he did net 

do a rToat deal to chan;e or fOrT: their opinions, he did !.ncoeed in 

clarlfyint: thor- and ~.rucl( f: it ro~slbl{'.l a.nd even desirable fer the 

coLf1t1tuticnA,lists, fer exar;rle, to atten:rt sooe fert of plan of 

reform.iniat lJe beHevcd in t'Le:td r'rt~c~t wei, llt ;1ith these :r;'hoJ!~ he )mew 

I'.!r:d adv1red, ¥herefore it followed t,l:at t;.;(~y believed In f.1C' .. ny cases 

a~~ :16 did. H its cm tact ,'{1th ~:(~n l:.ke Cor.:;orcet, Mlmbeau, La Hoche­

rCt4C'~uld, La r-.:yette, EH'.i.i c,ther 1r:t'} iE:r:tb,l It'lascns and l:eml:>erB of the 

best frl."?nch farrJlies, led to learned r1jSCU6sions ~nd C07:Tarative studles 

of Fr<.~nce !lnd America, Fr'ince and ,t)'c1l?nd, f:u:d tb~ : csslble !:'cltl tior. or 
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evl1 s in tr;cse countries. iihen t.h ~ :ngs be~dfl to look 'o(td in I''ratlce the 

imri: att". writings I::tOO plana of t,hose me tcok on a rr.,al !Ilsj.eet am 

they stepped playing at corstitutio!l-lllJ!iklr;g and s.ttepted to do 30 in 

"tamest, rrofiti:w or flOt. by thoir {.'!ilScllssiona with ~nklin. These 

m-1ters, ""';,he were rrolifie in thotr Bt,erary output !hlrlrg the 1"'081-

dence of Frflllk11n in Paris, becrune :; rominent in roll t1 cs dl.lrinp the 

.4.MH'tr:;}ly of Dotables. Lat.er the applicaU.on ot a f;E.i.rt of Va Jil:'.eriean 

!'.:ystem, such an -::·;'e abol jti(.ln of easte, Mwit,.., freedom ot r811r,,"00, 

treodor. of the press, were debr"ted upon with great vehemence and 

deteminatlon in t.he Natiofllil Assembly by these same men. 

The outstandir:e foea wh5 ch d01'lhlated allot Franklin's &eU.ons wu 

the deeire to t"lSke others knr.~0uW <>.rr::"eciate thu best way to live and 

be £ovemed. u a. rhUosop: er of f'la;: ti;~e he wru:; an:dou!! to ~hare his 

i:,ood fortut'lQ':i th the lJorld in f'~mer~l. He states in a le:tter to 

Samuel Cooper, Mayl, 1m, just t~01I bTortant he en ... ddered the 

proparra tion or del'riOcratic t.heol'1' 

1 

• ••• it is a COmmcft observation here, that 
our cause is the CIJ,lII o( ,11 pnk1nd, and 
that we are fighting for their 11~ 1ft 
defending our om. It i8 a glorious task 
assiened to us by Providence. ..... 1 

Jared Sparks, :rge koptlote Wgrks Qr Bm,1u4n Fmp.'d1Ilf 8a 214. 
, 

Althe ;gh it woulcl S8 .. that Franklin should have boen aware at 

ovent.s IlA tr~ay were MFpetling in F'rfmce, there is l1ttle or no evidence 

in his volum1nous corresrondence tl~at he r...aii ovon ~11, ht krlC'.flooEe of 
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the radical RevclilticD'1V!dch us to break out in France just three 

;rears atter his departure. He '.?u aware that a reform movement ft.S on 

but does nc.'t indicate any kncrwledgs of the terrH)ltl c()l,;di tic:ns there and 

the ~~b8equent radical revolution. 

Coodoreet has fi.ven us sor-e i: diee.tion of the influence or at ls;Ast 

a definite stater:errt of his :possible influence l.J!!. his f3l'.lloQ" of' Fra:nk1iJu 

.. He l~ft France, rlvhg her 1\8 t.he reward of her l'lerviee, e. great 
2 

example, and lp"ODs !Il~ch cpu;W Pot 10M aWn 'dthout. ;Profit. It 

2 
?Award E. Hale, Frqnkl1p in ftllU<Sb 21 415. 

'fhia statement by 1a Rochetou.cauld, rerhaps even f;]cre clearly, defines 

the extent of Fnnk1in's inf1tlMCe in France. It explains what rart he 

may have played, if an,.v, in enco: .. raging the French Revolution. It was 

written .from Varennes, July 12, 1789, two yoars aftar Frtm;'Un left 

Freo.Jlcel 

It While you are busy in these great atiters, 
France, whom you left talking aealously of 
1:!.berty- for other naticns, beg!!'!. to think 
thnt a small portion oft';is same llbert,' 
:1fcqlld bet a verr itood thing for herself. Good 
lfCritS for the last thirty years, PM flOur 
flood 'l'lIDle tor the 19st tsxu:t.MD. :nave en­
lightened us much; while our ministers, sov,e­
tis.ee desrotie, and EHwethrea rapacious, have, 
by tLo_1 r attacks upon parsor,s.l libm"t,. tJr 
property, led 1':'eft tc the eaa1natlon of 
l",l"aat prjr;ciplesJ an ignorance ot ~: leh, 
so:etlrees real and 5c~etlJtea conventional, 
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left us in !'l r:tate of calm, ::vhich was by no 
:c eb,ns hajpineae, thcufh frivolous, une~i&:ht~m.ed 
and sto.r,ld f-oer1e ••• 1:.o.oo$"ht it ... 3 

3 
Jared ~;park8, ope SCi"., 10. .355. 

ThUli, Benjlll'!in Franklin did exert influence on m.nee before, 

d0.rinp at1d after bis residence t}:ere. There is cOf\crete evideree to 

show that he was l'"esronsible for conditioning the progress of the 

Revolution, ilOW""er, rather than causing it. He was responsible tor 

cls.r1f)dr,g French ideas OIl constitutional govemment with t.he result 

that they copied tho American VI8.Y'. Findlr.g this t.ype ot oo1'lstitutlon 

ill-suited to their needs the French rad1.cals b&eame dissatafied. 

:~ith the increase of the very obv~tous disoontent, t.he res',llt was the 

u.sual reaction of r:lssatlsfied and d1,sem tented raldcals - & bloodJr 

rev('l:.~tion. 

There is, however, no concrete evidence to flh·. that FrarJ-:J1n's 

influeu:e muJ subversive. Hie ~onlc Infiuence ifee felt in France, 
4 

but the extent or it can be conjectured onl)r. 

4 
See Appendix 
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AH:'J~NliU 

)'~vl~HI 

A statelt~nt i n FaY ' s 'the 'lW9 Ftarll$1:1Ds would lead one t o believe 

that Franklin was u:ore end meb tr;ors than 't.he benevolent patriarch, 

who resided in Franoe as tho representative of tI. new and ambitious 

nation. He accuses nklin of propagandising the Amorican caUSe to 

t he extent that he succeeded in bringing ·about t he popularity of ideaS 

and t heories that ended finally i n the ~nch Revolut.ion, Fay reviews 

t he days of the education and visiting of t he grandson of Franklin, 

Benr-'1 Bache, whom Frankl.in had bl"ought with hi m tol'rance, t o educate 

according to his 01'.'n ideas . Benny spent much of his time with his 

gr andfather and was CODDCi ous of much 6l.cth1.ty at Passy but ofcours e 

was incapable of understanding i t a.ll. 

1 
Bernard 

It No s tr:e.ll boy COllld possibly understand every 
thh g that vent on under Doctor Franklin ' ,8 roof 
e t the hotel de Valentinois , and in t he coach 
house wher e he had the printing press . Gl'Own- Ups 
themselves Viere at a loss t.here, and onlY' t he 
most knowing ladies ccu1d understand t he doctor ' s 
silenc~s and sniles. There were so mny people 
alrt~s comi ng and going, so many people writing, 
eo many people beE;,"gi ng for fev ora. The vulgar 
public sa., nothing i n all this ; but initiatoo 
friends Were full of admiration, - -- nnd smuetirnes 
of oonsternation. During this sumreer of 17S4, 

1100 Benny -read aloud to him, Frankl in did t·he i::ost 
dari ng thing that he had ever dene to date; he 
ina1llJUnrted 'tho French Reyolution. II 1 

, The T'l!9 ~nklins , 58. 

In his biography of Fraru~l!n Nr . F~ al s o states n Frankl ints spiritual 

dictatorship in :France would not havevo.ried much from other hench 



eiehteenth-eentl1ty fads had he not been the champion of Masonry end its 
2 

11 ving symbol . 11 In his Eevglution gnd F'I'sema.PODrY he e lves all the 

2 
Bernard FaY, ~rusJ-w, 484. 

credlt for tho success of FrankUn to t his trl'filia.tlon with ·\~asonry . 

:3 
.ae .ro. FnY, 

KThroUfh his l~onic propaganda he had won the high 
nobility; the Due de 1ta Rochefoucauld, the Duchess 
d ' Enville, tb.~ Marquise. de l a Fayette, 'Prince 
Ga1it~en, the Russian ambassa.dor, and IIl!lDY other 
noble men and 1I10men had beeo!!"o his associates, or . 
rather his tools, and the cost eminent French 
scientists , writer s , and artists were anthusiasUeally 
un! ted in suprcrt:tng him. Through the widespread 

ower of this circle of the. elite he had won the 
~sses a.nd had inti~1dated his adversaries . Then 
with the b~cking of pu.blic opinion he had bean in 
a !,csiti9n to treat with the King and the M1.nistry 
of France, not on an aqual footing, but as a patriar ch 
deals nth siltrle Itortals . lie ms also able to repay 

sonry for what the Order ha.d done for lu:1eriea J to 
it he ended the glory it had strived for. 11 .3 

259- 2C<> • 

H e also states that this successfu1.. yropagandising of Franklin was 

instrul'l1ental in furthering the sacredness of reV01\ltion, besides making 

possible the rolli tary' :l.nt.arvention of }I'ranee at a twa when the 

independence of Arcerica was at stake. 

" This admi rable work, tho most carefully planned 
and most efficiently organized propaganda aver 
a.ccomplished , succeeded 1n II way that was worthy 
of the efforts of the great Itan. It made possible 
the militar y intervention of Fra.nce, which in itself 
VTaS e. n:astor-atroli:e and in.<Jured the independence of 
the United Statoe . But it had also e. great intellectual 
influence t tlrougbollt Europe, sprattding the idre, or 

2 



what might be called the myth of VirtltOU8 

e'101ution. Up to that da.y revoiJutions had been 
looked upc.o as criltes against society. Thereafter, 
t hey 'l}ere accor ted as a. step l n th"e r,:r cgress of the. 
worl d . If Revolution ageir.st tyranny i s the r.lOst 
sacred of duties n becu~e a g~nera.l1y accepted slogan. 
I t was the r,aesword of the French Revolution, but it 
orir i natod ;'lith t he Alter-iCall Revolution, and grew out 
of' Franklin ' s propaganda. Washington, tho Masonic 
hero, who carried on the war because of hl.$ love of 
peace and ,justice, as nell as Fl'enV..1in, t he llasonic 
Patriarch, who rebelled because of his l ove for 
vi rtue and jnstice , stood. as living proof's of the 
sacredness of revolution. " 4 

J 

~---------------------*------------~ .. -------------------------------------------------~ 4 
~., 259. 

Fay is under tho i mpression t hat FreeOOeOl!ry mas the r;reatest ac'cial 

force of t he century. He stat :as that Il tr e Br ot herhood wielded so much 

i tlfhl'lnce - tlUl.'t one is n&turalJ.j1 it did not €ngL'1cer or, 

a t lea~t, i nitiate t j,a revclt..tion wt.: ch fil~ed the l e.s t t hird. of t he 
5 

century. II He admits t ho d1f:tic:u.lty of appriJB.chingthe problem of 

5 
l!'Wl., 225. 

the respoucibility of the French It.~olution bei ng placed i l1 t he hands of 

the Masons , because ot the rule of "I:.he Masons in keepi ne: secr et illtaht 

i n essent i al to the Ol'der Uild carefully hld~ i ts act ivities . Even if 

he recordeo! the l Y!n century loof\es nero avail.:able, which they are 

not, one would be able to find out Mt ~ t hey did but t.hey did 

it only. Sh'ce it is impossible to ontain tl.-.,y i : forn;ati,on frOlll the 

administrative papal's of the Masons '¥lh1ch are available, he suggests 



tuctr of the J'robl el'll he m ae fro" the lives of imr·or tant Q.nd impr essive 
6 

';asor;.s . 

6 
I bid., 225- 226. 

I t is not t.he rurpoee of thi s study 'to prove whet.her Freemasonry 

bogan the Revolution or flot . Historians have dIffered c9nsistenUy 

about t his i.mportant question. Among t hose who believe Freemasonry did 

htwe an inpor~nt influG,,"lce on the French Revolution are Louis lladel1n, 

Pouget de Sai nt-Andre, A. Cochin and O. Martin. These who oppose t his . " , 

theory are d' e,ra.s , Fox-estiar, • Berti soh, • t hiez and Henri See • 

":ornet says nei t her of these groups r.a.s ~ade t he investigation nece~sary 
7 

for the solution of the problem fron the document .s themsel ves . 

7 
naniel Mornet, LeiS Qtlrd pep InteJlMtueJ.1Qs de 19. Re;to1utioD Fra,Mt''J,j.sQ, 
364. . 

?~ornet does r..ot admit t.his I:.lch uhe.n he d isCU!lSCS the }:cssihiHty of the 

power of Masonry, toot if ~o admit t.r ... 1.t the nunbe.L" or tho lodges and the 

~ Elmberflof' the lodges were gr eat , t hen G. large oecticn of tho population 

4 

wet bave been affectad 'by t he existence of FreerraaotJ.I"y and their activities 
g 

as· Freen:ascns. Even Brinton admi ts the pcssibUity ot !it plan in the 

s 
~., 361. 

pr~paration for the Revolution but does not accept the t heory of a plot 



a. 1a Webster: 

9 

tt ••• tho ,actunl elect,ions to the St.ates- Cenerel 
of' 17f!/1 , especially i n the Third Est ate, give 
sttrpri:lin f: evidence of the ·e:dstence of e 11rafomfl 

party ';11th a pr ett,y definite pla.tform and an 
aI - cst praCO')ceived a ppi tude t'or r oalistic u:ethods 
of getting therr.selves in. pcwer • 
••• t '1is ,reform psrt.y numoered practically the ,iool e 
of the 600 c1ep;.1ties of tho Third Estate; well over 
100 of the 300 deputies of the clor gy ; over 50 a 
the JOO deputies of the nobUity, led, at least in 
public opinion , by~;he yeung ra1adi n .L'Ilt'ayotte. It 
had solid roots in the population of France. " 9 

Crane Brinton, Is n!9qd~ of ftevglution, 5-6. 

Could thi s reform rarty .have been COr.lpcsed of the auherents of 

Freemasoury? irabeau issued a Memoir concerning the order of 

Freemasonry in 1776, lving the true prineiples which' inelllde the 

des iiz'e for a reform of humanity. Mornet says he has thi s Momoir and 

tha.t if the nrinciples l1e1'S put into prtlctice 11 they would have ll"ade . 

of Freemasonry a power!'11 political machine . " 10 

10 
Daniel li-!ornet. sm. cit,. 336. 

French. l''rearnasonry, e.lthough it had been i ntroduced from England 

differed co s i derable from the Enf' l i Sh type. It was at' adver t ul'e and 

excitement particir at Gd in. by the e~y seigneurs as well as malcontents 

of th~ lower classes . 

II FroIn the beginning, French }'r eamasonry 1';8;8 a w.eIting 
pO'ti whe.l'G a nm .. social ~tri!ilto(:racy !P..$.de llP of these 

5 



II 

clements WU.3 bei,,::: fCl"Lcd . F6r t he French ncblernan 
and for t"he French bourgeois Frce6Msonry ws an 
~~ita~ent. « 11 

Pernard Fay f' tl-evolutiommd Freemasgnry. 197. 

6 

.sonry bad to be kept e..xcitel'llent if it mas goi!lg 1'0 succeed but it 

so had to become a strong organization if it was going to last and 

aocomplish the. ll'Iork it had {let out to do. Thufj H; bocame mec0ssary for 

it to sac!i: and hold on to the bac1d.ne of t he aristocrats, with tbeir 

,eaI.t.h, their independonce, their culture ant! rei'inen:ent , thai .... nntj.cMl 

and irlternatlonal contacts , t heir prestigo, ·thElir authority, t:-.oir d:t.s -

satisfaction and even their flippancy. 

Tb0 great l O'1'ds of the :xvnI centul""J ,,,era the l ogical arb:itrators 

between the believers a nd the unbelievors . Thoy were as il result, selected 

as the c~).lets and put a t the heads of' the lodges . They VJere made to wslk 

first i n their processions and parades;: erG elected a s Grand !.!:ulter s . 

They were even kept when they were criminals 3.nd 8counderls which shewed 

that Masonr,y was ready and ,lilling to e any sacrifice t o .r,;,aintl1:1.n its 

partnership with tho aristocracy. }'!asoL.ry succeeded because tbo great 

noblemen of the aentlll"Y had a sponta.naO".ls liki ng £01' 1: t ,:and ?Jere sl:tcere-

ly devoted to it. 

It Eight eenth c~ntury nobillty IYe-s idle, eJiibitions 
and eager to plunge into 8XlY adventure. It vms 
jealous of the Church and the autl:ority it had, i t 
~a.s dissatisfied -ui tb ki ngs and their centralized 
states . These al'isto(,rata (Ud not suspect Free­
mssc:mry; they tack: it as a fad ; they u.sed it tQ 
fight the cl.er gy; they enjoyedi.ts :,,:i.hbons !l.nd 
jewels ; and they loved its ~teries . This hidden 



" r aen where t he ki ng ' fl ;,mt hori ty cculd not inter­
fere vms for there a kin# of paradise where they 
found again that auttlOrity .md dignity of which 
t hey had bean deprived by t he p.overmnent.. If . 12 

7 

12 lbUl., 312. 

Mornet agrE'as wl.tbFe:y thtit neither t ho Debles ncr t he clergy reelized 
13 

t hat Freemasonry was a de~ocratic. enterprise and a menace to religion. 

-----------------------------,-------------13 
Daniel Plornet , op. oit .. , 364. 

After the fir st quarter of t he cantur"j' the Masonic lodltes IJoread 

raridly ar,d wer e i nv9.ded by ulldesirable clements • . The best of the 

hour geoisie fol1o",ed the nobUity, but with prudence and reserve; the 

lower bour geoisi& :".l!'ihed i nto Mas o!'.r;r. Si nee they wore- peap ·f little 

,OWlS but of t:r 0at ambition, 'People wh' se livi!,g doper dad on t~e luxuries 

,hicll we:>e already sprcadiq.:: a fever:i.s!1 at mcsp' \ere in the ·J &..q;e towns , 

the:T brought with t hem zeal, onthu3usm end indiscrotion . It was t hrilling 

f'or them +.0 be present a.t tho loo@'e Jteetings whore all men \Tere equal ; 

they enjoyed the co~tact with the hi p-her clasees . a result tho nobles 

no. longer felt a.t h("llC~ i l) the lod_f'6s a.nd lI"J.UlY of t.hern found it n:ost 

tmpleasant t o endure a cotlJradeshir that cotlld only }"';oan promisCuity . 

Inst •. inctively they des i red to create new barriers bet ween thellis~lves and 

the rabble, who. cC'l ld not be 6"qlClled f rom Uasonry, since elleh a.n a.ction 

a uld have been a denial of the Masoni c spirit , which prided itself above 



14 
.. ,'t on boiruc catl olic - - . devoted to l iberty and equle.1ty. Thus the 

e_~ ~ 

'" ----------, 14 
Bern Fay, ?-svol ut i on G,f:U F'rcoma,sOl'Jg , 196-197. 

l_~ 

s piri t. 0 't'p t,el'l11 ty 7 t3.C Hr:t.~tt..>d by th0 n~bOrG cf t he 

100ces t hana ,s , ',;horein tho nobles :found i"t <lif!i t t o fraternize 

'rrtth t he lo":.ar classeo . J?rt.t ornit.y dr-d €¥}U£l.lity WU3 [;,11 right providing 

it d id no-t, t'lElH.n c'n:;' Bert ( If unpleasant n(1ss for tfie nchle, provi <1i ng it 

did not .1e~sen his aut~crity or wa~~en his dignity. hlornet Sl1nJr~r!zed 

t;he n~' olo8 1 t hoory of e'.J.uru.lt;1' very ept1y: it Tiley conceded t hat L1en 
, 15. 

ere brotll~S, but only, l'fhan th0Y have the sane t ailors. Al 

15 
Daniel Mornct, Z79. 

T tho lcnlor hOlU"f!130isie from rJ.as o:nry would have been 

'ange).'ouls1y ' nishing i t s powers and influence, because n the very 

::~treneth of J:!"':reeralZlclll'"Y re::Eed in the f act t.iw.t it rras 3. co::..lition 

or Graruls seJJ;n1;;iur o, i ntQl1ectua,ls end bo'..ll'8i'wi.'S ,~ .. - a nO' orcewhich 
16 

one d~y coul d be a r::>rrll~c.ble ol-',or.etlt to t !H:) ~OV0rnment .; 11 

16 " 
Bt rnard Fay, 197. 

I 

Ii 0'.>' the nonlcs 11SEdi eonry aut! t hen broke with it i tory 

bieh is 'o!t.pl eted i n til£! ee.r l y s t ages of t he rovoluti on. Br iefly, 

they took part, an active ono too, in the revolut ionary propaganda, 

anti- n:o ch , anti- clerical , anti- everything. They broke do~n the 

8 



e.ristocra tic s nobbj shness of the ~rt'Y by pori'll :: .ng the fcr ll'aticn of 

Uit8.ry l odges , lozt j(t1 ter p s,t jn thej r , lodgN~ "1Hch t:1CY thought 
, 

ere becolJ1.rg too oo"'eoel'v~,tl.v(> durinG tt.e fret'zi~d rc,Hcd of t.~e early 

r evolution, and left th~ 10Cl£1~g r the, revcJut i cnary el tlbs , nhich 

ended finally in the · I.l uici:ie of. t~~ nobility ' as Foy r.utJ i t . TYnan 

they rnl 11ed t o the Third Est" te, tMy h 'ld f Cl'13 aken t hbir class, o;',lcll 
17 

l ed them to be r0rs~~~n by ql1 lit,tle J a'ter. 

i~7-----·---------

nid., 291- 292. 

-
Fouche, bitterly and sarcastIcal l y, ~ention$ the ! gMtion of the 

nobilitys 

lS 

n ••• The rUrcont~llted royaliEts and the COfu'"lter ­
revoluti ollists , f or want of' avaiable materials 
f or 8, d"V'il tJ'~ r, f'indi r(" t.he1l:selves shut cut f'r(;,ru 

ono:rt;l , bad reC01.1re e t o €Jl"'rJigra tion --- t he res ource 
of the 'r.'F>.ak . PJndine:co ~upTOrt f', t homa, they 
r an t o s eek it a broad. 1/ 18 

LcO'n Vo1ee, '~Memoirs o.f Fouche " , Qs,n rt1'fU':s !!,t1d . b ;v()rUE'l§ 9f Rovalt.Jl, 
1 , 7. 

-
Fp~ st~tes t hat from 1793 t orSJniz~~ ~asonic 

life i n Franc3. DN<> other proof is '('1ecded of 'the par'c r 18yoo by t he 
19 

nobili t y in heemasc-n LodGes i n the ei f,ht oonth century. /I 

19 
Bernard Fav, RevC'l..1.l1tj gn and fner:a~o.m'X, 302. 

10 



10 

hat does the :ror~woj"f\!", hsn t-o 1:10 >7ith Ii'l'~t'1in '1 Since Freer.asonry 

8e 01" t!->e intf"~lectua.l ravo]uti of.' tbe XYUI 

eentu .;,nd. t ' e snil'i tunl fa +,r..Qr of "':.h f3 pol itical rev olutiot.s , t he 

nobilj ty "'a~ ona of the :I.r;.porknt charm.elr.; or agoncies thrm.lJd.l whicl 

Freemasonry vorked to .r.L5.sh it onds . Thuf it became necessary 

for Fr:mkl1n t o join <l W!.sonic lodee and t.o ea. LP.l' or seek tIie Stl'pport or 
nohles e.tld ~!!e upp he v.ished t ut over his obi ectives : 

t he popu1arizat~on of th~ ~merican cause and the spr~ad of do~ccratie 

thec!7. To 'be 3. ;art of "be drJl:"c1cptriont of tho roform of' Frence as 

been done in America it was nec65s~J to have an agency which ~ould 

f'!L."'nich ;: !:1e<,.ns .:> ne-IJ\'lro,~1ng find flpr -';)ariing ne .. nd ffer ent li'tical 

,~nd Dhilo.!;lOl:h::l cal ide • 
Just beror "$ arrivn1 1'1 FrClnce , Freerea.solU'Y had been reorganil1led 

and a very i nfluenti al, brUJ1ant aed bold nsitl l odgo had beon founded, 

,bo LodR(l of e Uine , (Log~ des Ne'li' SoS'..tr s ) . I t had Decor.: 

the intdh ctuCll cantor of ?:r-.:nch · ·:llso~I')' . 1telvetins , t~e wenlthy banker-

p::;'~losophel' nnd t:;.lunde, the f arecus astronomer , n-e1"e res}:onsi'ble for its 

or gru:li za.tio::l. . M'ter the da<::. th of Ht;lvctius , He "'.:Yk.,'j bGcum.~ the 

l'<:-tcctrcss of the )"OU'1~ age. j(3r n:ans:l on a.t 

",y ar.d ph \Vere rre;->ared in C r1evelop the rrcp:>erity 

ar: rJ'e'nce of t~e 10dP:O. is ar1"iv3.1 , ~·nn:~:! i!l. ::;cttloo dorm near 

nie. Helvotius and attempted and S ... 1CCtleded 5n wl'(u.ll~ her favor to the 

(mtant 7,bat s' 1)1 , or spend a day very far 

from him. l'hanks t o tl:ls charminr: nO reT pow~rful frlneds he 
• 

WllG soon. admitt ed to the I.odge . La.ter he V1~.$ even r a.nd Master 



and servi:.'t1 in that capacity for t ears, 1779-1781. He was a very 
20 

active Master and r eally l ed the Lodge. 

20 
~, 254- 268. 

----------~------

TIlers in tho :Lotte des lieuf Soeurs, he found himself installed in 

the very heart of intallectual and fasbionable ; he was in a 

position to use his skill, !Ula his skill was groot e This Lodge lmS the 

chnnnel through which he launched his bold, $yst~4itic and careful 

propa.gand~ to r..akc the American .Revolution fa.sh1onnble and popular in 
II 

France. 

----'--21 
*%1'#1' I, 255. 

.--~.- -~-.-- . . _-_ . . , 

The Lodge was filled with prorrllnAnt philosor hers , artists and 

priests : GrElllZe, Hor a ce Varnet, Pa.rny, Roncher , ande, and Lacepede 

are among the f<'.ost fatlOU.S of them. They helped him to coin oottos , 

s lo£<WlS , and epigrrur.s and to spread them abroad in Qrder to i nfluence 

public opinion in favor of America. The Insurgents, as they were called, 

ere already well know, but their popularity was increased by the 

clever praises and picturesque descriptions which Franklin' s 

propaganda lavished upon them. The Mru;onl~ brethren ot Frankl1ll dr", .. , 

painted, spoke anci wrote tor him inm.lIilcrablec ODS , etchings, r r ints , 

pictures .and tapestries in pr aise of rica . They Oooded Europe 

Tho Lodge itself ot'!!f).ni zod readinas a.nd lectures in h.onor of the 

I nsurgents , and by loW i68ion t he doors of the lodge Were thro 

~ 

11 



open to the public; big banquets aM sumptuous i lrl.tiatio:!'1S took 

place ~;here crowds of' devout Masons gathered, anxious to show t o 

GI'P.nd Mtmter Franklin their adrni ratio.n end zeal for his person and his 
22 

count.ry • 

.22 Ibid., 255- 256. 

Due t o F. lin' s influence, literary and artistic m.eetings became 

more frequent ana a larger plilbl:i.e attended them. Even flotlon 'Nere 

pemitted to attend the lectures and the enthu.siasm of the lad.ies for 

Frrulld.in induced them to spread Masonic ideas tar end wide. He 

established the Jauaee de Paris or Iqoee, . the .first lay university or 
23 

France. 

23 
2M-269. 

Franklin' a in.fluence was vivifyi ng and stilmlllating. At the sallie 

time he was developing t he 'Jusee, he undertook a g:t'eat campaign of 

jUdiciary refom and the lightening of punistuoon.ts wh3.ch was bril1ial'ltly 
'.4 

carried through 'b,y President Dupaty. 

24 Bernard Fay, ftqnk1&n , 485. 

-------
The Lodge knCl'1 how to 1lse both wisdom a.nd audacity. At the same 

time it displayed a proper deference for public power, it went ahead 

12 

prlJ.:ising Voltaire, t,ne philosopber, and glorU'ying Franl'..1.1n, the republican. 



But th st danfloX'ous initiatives were not taJceD at the n:eetings of t.~e 

Lodge $,tse1:£', whlch were too grave and 1ll:lld to bo dis'?lrbro by politics. 

hen t he Lodge wanted to start a sharp oft@eiV6 it off.en did it through 

associated hodies created for that p~se. Thus was founded the ' 

Sooiate dos bis des NOirs (Society o£ the Friends of the Blacks) . As 
. . 

t he most philosop: i.~ r::mnbers of the 1.o<tge wished ~ take advantage 

of the spirit o£ un1versa 1 1'riendship and demo~tie zeal that the 

oriea.n Revolution had spread 'throughaut :&~anco, t hey could f ind nothing 

better for their purpose than to oreate this societry f outside their lodge, 

bllt under i t s protection, with the purpose ot putt i ng an end to tho 

slavery of Negroes t.hrollgnout tho world but especially in thfil French 

colonies. The leac l';'-:;; !tpirlt of tJ1i!l Soeie~y was a M. Bruset, t he Don 

o:f a cook 'lho had developed into a phUosoj:her. a Quaker, . a diSciple of 

hanklin and a devout tlcmber of the tcd.ge. He also organbed t he GallO­

llrerican Society, the aim of "hleh ,laS to 'spr oad the knf":''IJl edne of 

.PeriCSD republie&nwtitut1ons throughout France, and '1;,0 make French 

people reuize the value 'Of t his democratic ~le. The idea was 

kindly received in France and in Arne i ce. but this Society nev-w attained 

t he salte renown and was never as influenti al as the, S(reiet e des Am1s deB 

13 

25 
NOirs, whi ch was eh&llanged, discussed, praised and a1;tacked violently • 

. 25 '. 
Bernard Fey, Z72.- X13 . 

------.. --~.~~--------.... --------.. ----------------.. --~----~------~~~--------~. 
This type of organizat ion 'mlS one ltothod the .Masons had of SPl"eading 

lTasonic 1nfl.uence. Anot her method used. was the supporting, by its cmD 

prest!ee, con;plicity $lld collaboration, the initiatives of an influential 

Mason. This vIas t he case ot Franklin in l'i'anea. ]fa was recognized by t be 



14 

brethren in France as 8. pillar of soej sty, e.s a L..~6onic hero , and thoy 

·Q'Ve h.iJ:a tl.ieir support at all t imes. TH e enabled him to wo.rk successi'ully 

for n Franco- American Alliance and later t o preeeed with revolutiona17 
26 

propaganda,. 

2J:,~, Z73- Z74. 

The opinion of Van Doren is tim t there i.e some exaggera. tion ill 

t he help that Franklin was giVen hy tho 1.msons : 

'Z! 

• The Nine Sisters' Lodge f=,"reeted Franklin as a 
brothel' of their 0roer who had carried out the 
r eforming aims in his own eountl"Y. He joined them 
them not only because he was a Mason but aJ.so because 
they were men ~ho could be of benefit 'to his 
dlp10mtic mission. The Nine Si.sters ' was· another 
.JU&~, ant he worked through it a.s he had worked 
through his Loother Apron club when he was young, 
poor, and unknolm. 'fhe masons of the most eminent 
Lodge in France baea~ hi s i nf'orn'ial colleagues in 
t he servi.oes of the' new re'jiubU,c. It is aR easy 
to exaBgeratE) !As i'lf .til .1JR:<ssible tp twa. t he 
swwitie helD they gave him. They lIere sin:.ply 
a valuab1e gro\lP of his close f r iends in a 
w.h<-xle nation which was friendly. - 27 

Carl Van Doren, §AA:!aplip. FrnnkJ,in , 656. 

A 

B; eerkin1y d.oes not cr~it hil:!f';~:tth any revolutionary propaganda 

ifhicb might have led to trouble '>11th the government. 

If Be seems to ·have had little to say ~lt>JOut the 
French affairs in which they were interested, 

i eo he was an accredited minister to their 
king ami had to be discreet. 11 2S 

--.---------~ ----------------------------------
Carl Van Doren, locI eit " . 



1.5 

Franklin, through the Masons ; had acc{tss to the newspapers whioh were 

officially ccntrolled by the Govermr.ent, but which were really written 

by the Ya$O!'l8 and philosophers, such as Morellet, Suard and De 1a 

Dixmerio, who wer e 0.11 Frank1in' s friends . 

29 
Be:r.ofJ.rd .r'e.y, 

"Practiodly all of the French newspapers published 
ou.tsid.e .of France were in the hands ·CJf the Masons 
also. Franklin had his writings accept ed without 
any trouble b,y the gazette de francp, the ~ergure 
de France, end t.he Arfs·ires de l 'An(11eterre et 
l ' A.merwue , a rrage-31ne of propaganda published 
by the French mil'.is try to bother the EnglishJ 
he inserted Ilnything he wanted in the COurrier de 
~e l ' Eurore and the GaUtt e do Leyden, which was _ 
supposed to be the best on the continent, as well 
~.;: i n the Gazette Francdpe d ' Amsterdgm and the 
yow:rier Sa Bns RMn • " 2!} 

1J.8-419. 

thoup-h Franklin did ll.'Ost of t: or k hiII:self he had col1abora't.ors, 

ho \Vere illustrious . The Due de 1a Rochefcucauld , the Abbe Rayns,l, 

h.o WClS the most talked. of French philosopher in his time, a eertain 

.bOO tUceol1, who was lI1ni ater to France for the Grand Duke of Tuscany, 
30 

and Courtney Malmouth, en l1sh actor and writer. 

30 
I bid.. 418- 420. 

Freemasonry nnd the Catholic Church were definitely at odds even 

t this early period. Freel'!S.so had taugh't thnt religions doitlM.S 

were purely per:;oul opinion tmd they treated the dogma. of Catholicism 

as such. It bad maintained t hat the only logical hierarchy mUl based 



on merit and FreeI:!8.8onry. They wanted to estahlish in France a reH.elon 

void of ~stical dogma froe iTem ecclesiastical hierarchy. Such 

a. chu.!'ch would have bean an excellent collabora.tor of FreeJLa.som'Y and 

culd have permitted it to reign :3UPl.'elrlG. 'l'"ne Church would have been 

a sort of moral pol i ce force entr usted . wit h the care of keepinR order 

locally; while int ernati onal Freattasonry would bave been t he cl oarini 

house for ideas and beliefs and the guiding spi rit of hu~anity. These 

principles were edva.nced by the Masons and a.chi eved widesprea.d popula.rity 

durinG t.lle ealry stages of t he French Revelu.tin!::. 

~ These pr inciples had boon endorsed with enthu­
sia sm by the brillie.ntstnff which headed free­
masonry and wHch '(Ia.s largely lr.ade up of cler, 
men, noblemen end prominent oitisens; they ' in 
tUl"ll had been able to impose them on the Nation'Jil 
AS8embly of France. They f outn it easy to master 
enough votes for t he COnstitution Civile au Cler p,e , 
and all t he other I!'easures aned at deprivirg the 
Church 01' i ts estate, the prieats of their spiritual 
authority and t heir soeial autonol1\Y. it 31 

~3I~----------------------------------------·~ 
Bernard FaY t '3eyol!.1tion and Fre_sona . 297. 

or all the 1nt~11aetua1 p~oducts of Masonr,y the most 'orlant 

nd perbaps the ilIost dangerous mw the optil!lism whi ch domirated . 

French pOlitics , durille the · early part of the Rev~luti.on. We notioed 

it in Ji'rank1in, discsrned it in La Fayette; it led the young noblemen 

who, during the night of' the 4th of August anthusia~tical1y renounced 

all t heir privileges . Th.i.s optimism Vl'as the by-p~duct of Uasonic 

activities , which ,se it within the l odges before disseminating 

i t all over the country from taverns to parliaments . It rendered possibl e 

16 



the first bold ot.roke.a of the Revolution and prevented .ru:IY orgnnized 

resistance; no man, no group,. no corporation and no class dared to 

tand up and express i ts skepticism or t o question the revol utionary 

program and to aubmt it t o a clear - minded at1d cor,struet1V'e criticism; . 
. 32 

the revolution WIlS allo'lTed to go gaily at random. 

32 
W£a. 300- 301. 

-----------.---------------------------'~ 
Fr anklin was l.r.titlat~ acquainted with tbj;; leader s of Masom-y and 

its tenets. C8.ban.~a , who was one or his very close friends , and 'the 

other philosophers ~110 surrounded him have l~rt us l ong and ~ecuratc 

descriptions orth~i1' eonvEl1"sations with Franklin bet" een 1776 anj 1785. 
33 

In their writings ve fi nd a sumr;ery of his coctrines. . 

33 
llW1a, Z74. 

t hus, th(1.1gh one ~ be str<.tek with the possibi lities which Fay 

ioplios in stressing t he :ilnportance of Franklin' s mason.1o affiliation, 

one would be wiser to agree with Doren '\tho teels this association 

is . exaggerated. Since th& materisl concerning XV!U century rr~emasonry 

is unavailable, one l!itlY onl.y conject ure whether Franklin' s 

was subversive or not. 
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Chatty letters betwoen husband and wife, eon:o of which t'!Ore 
i tten whl1e Franklin and Adars ~ere collear,ues in France. 

Good references on the persot ality of' Franklin and its effect 
on the French people • 

. dams , John, The 1"10*$ 9f tohn .AdV,§ , second r rtlsident of' the United 
States , \'tith a life of the author, not~s and illustrations by 
his grandson Charles l?rancis Adams , Boston, Little Broon and 
Cot nf.1rv, 18 5O-1S 56, 10 vo1s . 

Ada.r:s , 

St andar d collection of the ~torks of J ohn Adams . Used esr ecially 
for his opinioD of Franklin and hjs pcpu1~ri~ in Franco, since 
tho tt:;tO; though colleagm's , were not friends . ReferencGs on t he 
French Revolution, both his contClllporary op.inion end his later 
opinion are vllluable for the topic. VolU1lles Ill, IX' !lnd X Viore 
used. 

An appraisal of his character by one of the closest associates of 
Franklin, a man who had no ~ove for him yet respected bis capabili­
ties , thour,h he disaGreed \11th hie political heories . This article 
arpcars in Volume 1. 

uise Henriette de , (first 'lady- in-wait'i J g) , Me!jlQ:Jrs 
I./ire of fmje Antoinette, to l'lhich are added personal 

recollections illustrative of the reigns of La,l.is XIV, XV, and XV I , 
ith tntroductior and notes by J. H. Rose, !lew York, Brent ano' s , 

1917, 2 vols . 

Describes Fran~lin's reaction on the royal cour.le and t he Fr· nch 
Court in general ; gives so~e indication of the ~opularlty of the 

Hance; Gives important deC!i.ils of tho activities of many .in­
fluential per sons of t il e period . lfu::e . de Campen ll.d:r;Jts the defocts .in 
tho old rel!in:e but considered it a neceosity to lI'aintain the 
s'tabUi ty of the realm. 



Condorcet, 
.ol . 

Used Volume VIn for the t 'oplc , in which was f ound the famous 
It essay De L' lnfluencc do Ie. Revolution d ' Ar!erique sur l ' E.lropa 

ritten in 17a6. IIeroin ho rives his opinion of Amerioan i deas 
,nd r rirciples and tho effect of tho Amerlcsn Revolution on French 

i deas . He \'I'as 8. close friend of Fx'<m..'din "nd teok part in th 
biloso~ll ic cHscussions porular ,,1th, the progr essives of t he t.r..L;"; . 

as defird toly prc- Ar.r,erican, called Lafayette the man' deservi g 
pf tr.a ti th of _~rf!ct('lAA 0.1' two ~'lor1da in the dedication of the 
essay. 

2 

Franklin, Bonje.t'lin, Penja:ti'h li'lA'll'lklin ' § AutobiQgrarhi cs1, i'!'ritingf' , seloote4 
and edtted by Carl Van Doren, New York. Vikinu. Fress , )945. 

Good co1.1 ectj on of t he \'Jor ks of Fro.n~~J.in whicb are hung toget her 
to take a new tYro of llutobiorraphy . Pi-aces found t"here are taken 
from the t hree standard collections of Bigelow, Spu"ks and Smyth. 

Fr anklin, Benjamin , The CQmt:~9tQ FiClrks of Benjamin Franklin, . including 
is r rivat o filS well as his offieial 1100 scieeiifi,e correspondence , 
nd nuc:eroue l otters "nd documefJte now for t he first till!e printed., 
'.1Iith lr.any ot hers no:t i ncluded in any f ormer collection, al so the 

unn:utilated and, correct version of his autobiography, cor~piled and 
edited by Jdm Bigelow, Net! York, Putna.rns Sons , 1887, 10 vols . 

One of three imrc rtant collections of }'rs.nklin' s works . lmter i!ll 
is also found in eit her Sparks 'Or S~h. 

edited 

Used Volume III f or tho topic, contains l otters and the Journa.1 of 
t he Peace, also parts of his diary. 

-
Frarlld in, Bonjamin, !,l!flp ikry& of Denialdn Franklin.. containing s everal 

political and historical tracts 'not included in e.ny f ort::er edition, 
and many l etters official and private r.ot hi therto published, d t '" 
notes and a life of' the author, edited by Jared Sparks , Chlcago, 
Townsend Mac Ccmt"any, 1840, 10 vols . 

This is t ho earliest collection <of Fr ,?nklin' s works of tr:e t hree 
st-:lndard editions . Contains cany valuable letter s Wl'itten to 
F'ra:nklin which are DOt included in tbe other b yo. The historical 
data pertinent to tho 110rk of ,Franklin is included in footnotes . 



FI'anklin, ' Bflnj a:r.nin, Tbe '3r1ting§ of nen.japill frankUn, collected and 
edited d t h a life and introduction by A. H. Smyth, Ne",l' York, 
The ~a.cmillan -Cot!'!pany, 1905- 1907, 10 vols . 

l:.atest and fullest edi'tion of Fr-.m..!din ' s 'dorks . Slo/th does not 
include letters .!:g Fr anklin, but i ncludes a good biography in 
Volu~e X whi ch ties up this correspondence. Volumes VIII , ~ and 
I were used to great advanta.ge. 

auche, Joseph, IfMemoira of Fouche", 
edited by Leon Volee , Paris , 

Vituperative opinion or. the caClses of t he French Revolution by 
the minister of police. He,rsh, prejudiced and cor demnatory in 
r~ard to tho nobility, i t is a piece of contemporary opin~on. 

Letters m-ittan d'lri r. his stay i n France, contact with Franklin 
important" opinion of F'rar.lklin ' s position in Paris valuable for 
the topic. " . 

orellet, Abbe Andre, M!'Aoirep sur 1e diz - h1iitieme $i§\~le e;t giT 18. 
.revolution, Paris , l S22, 2 vela . 

aine, 

1 was unabl e to procure n copy of this work but it i s valuable, 
sit. ce t.be Abbe and Frc.nklin were very cl.ose aSflociates and kindrOO 
spirits as far as philosorhical theory ml3 corcerned. 

collected and edited by 
• Putnam Sons , 1393, 

Volume II contd s the tlRight e. of Uan11 • Information on the c.auses 
of t he Revolution in Fra.nce and excellent observa.tions on the work 

character ·of Franklin. Examples of cont el:lporary thought in 
nnce aft(jr li'rJ.nk1in· fl deper taro are valuable. 

Sou.l.avie, Jo.hn Leds, the lUder, Fist.erice} and Polit:l AAl ltel\'!oj.rs of 
the geUn ()f Lelfis X1X from his n:arri.'ige to hi's death : founded 
on a var ioty of autl anti c documents , furn:i.shed to t he authcr , 
before t he Revolut,ion, by oony emiM.nt statear.:.en a..'ld min:sters ; 
and on the secret rapurs diGcovered after the 10th of August , 
1792, in the closet of t.he lo- ing at VersaUles end the Tuillaries, 
translat ed fro~ t he French, London, C. and C. Robi: son, Pater 
loster Row, l S02, 6 vola . 

.3 
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VolUOEiS II nnd II! are gcod f or the thesis topic and i nclude point 
on the fOl"',v"ign policy of Fr anco, and a gc~od insight into the motives 
of the king and Vergennes . They elso give e eolorr~l opinions of 
important people of the ti.me. Soulavie stresses t he influer:.oe of 
tho American Revol.l tion on Fmnce and t he f est of .Europe. 

I 

Turgot, .A:nne Robert Ja.c~ues, Qcuyre§ de Tnr gAt at d.ocuments Ie concqtn8.ut., 
1770=1761, edit€d by Gustave Schelle, Pa:::-ia , 1913-1923, 5 vols. 

at"son, 

Young, 

El<cellel'lt for the ts.terial on the Phys iocrats , the refoms of Turgot , 
and a consensus of opinion on r:oHUcal theory of the time. ,Was not 
able to pat this collection, however, for t he t hesis . 

son 

ateon traveled extensively in &1roJ.;e ; t hr ot1("h France, EnP.'l&nd, 
}l'landers , and Holland. Re \'ffi..~ i ntroduced by r',.ankJ.1n and Adams 
into refined circle~ and i ntercourse with eminent statesmen . He 
bore dispatches frof': f,aris to L6ndon connected III th the pre­
limimu ... .f peace negotiations; his Jou.rnals embrace ample details 
of these events . He also includes descriptions of t heoountries 
visited and tbe maIlDerS and custot's of the people. 

His observations el..-tend over the ithole range of economic conditions 
o£ the people. He giv~s an excellent account of public opinion i tl 
t he countries viSited, which is particu1ar~ good f or the topio. 



Abbott , John S., Tha .fr ench Revgl ll'tion of 1789, 
of republican constitutions , New York, 
2 vola . 

as viewed in the light 
Harper Brothers , 1887, 

In Volume I thore is mention of Franklin ' s influence on the French 
people . There are some good references on the influence of the 
~erican Revol~tion on the French Revol ution. 

A uSit.;S<&~ r,,/J, 8 5iy U + Ulr-"\,Ifl, ,,1,,(07- ,1, /47 , New Y ark , Harper 
- .. ; . ... e Series , edited by ?J. 

Concise yet full trea t ment of the fall of the reonarchy. Has 
part.i cular1y good obs ervations on M1r abeau and t he Jacobins . 
It also cont ai · s a very val u.ab1e bibliography of the Revolu­
tionary yeriod, together with a bibliographi cal essay ~1ich 
includes t he vi ef7s of such prominent hbtorians as Aulerd, 
raine, CQcnin, etc., and a new slant on the Revolution itself. 

Carey, Lewis J ., frankUn ' s EC<H)cmic j1ews, Uow York, Doubleday Doran 
and Company, 1928. 

Excellent t reatise on the ecor omie t heories of Franklin, well 
annotated. The chapt ers on Adam Smith and the Physiocrats 
Were especially gaod for the topic. 

Carlyle, Thoras, I he French Reyplution, New York, Belford, Clarke 
and ComPa.tVi nc date. 2 vola. 

Si mply rr:entions Franklin in passi ng, rather aneeringly 5 0 , but 
ivcs £l. good view of conditions i n Fmace. 

Eiselen, JleJ.colm R., .Fran'kl in l s Politicql The9ries, New York , Doubl 
day, Doran 1.U".d Company, 1928. 

Verry good for the deve::;'op;:ent of Fr:r:.nkl1n' s t heory of f overnment 
in American polit ics . It mentions hi e influence on the French. 
Contains information on the origi n ,md development of his politi­
cal theory. Also cont a i ns £In excellent bibliography. , 

FaY, Bernard, frgnklin, the Apostle of 110dern 'l'1mes, Boston, Little 
Brown and Company, 1939 . 

5 

One of the bost biographies of PTenklin. It Str esses his influenoe _ 
thrcuch his affiliation with FrecMs onry. Contains an excellent 
bi bliottr-apby , particularly for this s tudy. - The oclok is scholarly, 



embodies new i nformation about Franklin t aken from hitherto 
unl'ublished letters . In the preface t he aut hor mentions t he 
discovery of from six t o nine hundred unpublish~'Cl l etters . 

Fay', Sornard, ReyQl 13£5.gIl and Fr egIT'4§onry, nos ton, Little, Dro'Vn 
and Company, 1935. 

FaY, 

EEcellent history of Freell'.9.Sonry, particular1..v i n France, its 
association and dependence on English masonr,r. It stresses 
F'r.anklinl s i nfluence t hrough t he masoni c lodges . Cont ains 
a s hort bibliography. 

Bernard, The Revolytioraty Spirit in France and America , a 
study of moral and i ntelleotu.a.l relati ons between Franca and 
the Unit ed Staten at the end of t he eighteenth century, t raM­
lated. by Ra.u:on Guthrie, New York, Harcourt, Br ace and Company, 
1927. 

en.m4 r a tion of t he revolutiona.ry state of mind whicb produced 
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" ..... 

a bond of sympathy botween France a.nd America. from 1774 to 1799. 
Rerr.arks t he influence '!fhicb Franklin bad on Frenchmen, .i ntellectually 
and !tor ally. It is well documented. 

~, Bol."'ruU'd , Tho Two FrankUM , Fa t hera of Am.ericnn Democracy, 
Boston, Little, Brown and Company, 1933. ' 

Contains a good bibliography. There are SOlie very pert obaer­
vations on Benjamin Fr a.nklin but moat of the beok develops t he 
influence of Benjamin Franklin Bache , his gr andson. 

Ford, Paul Leicestel', FrankUn Bibliography, a list of' books written 
by or relating t o BE<nj amin Frank] in, New YO'Tk, 1&39. 

Valuable bi bliogr aphy, with careful annotations . I t also 
cont ains a short b1.ographi ca1 sketch of Franklin~ 

Ford, Paul Leisccster, The Many-SldGd Franklin, New York, Century 
Compal'JiY, 1899. 

Very detailed biography , Q popular study of fptnld i n . Contains 
many valuabl e facsimiles of letters and docu.l'I'.ents . 

Gottschalk, loui s , The era of t he French RevQlution, fiaTt York, 
Hou!thton Mifflin, 1929. ' 

Good bibliography. Used tor t he ohronology of t he Revoll.lt!on. 

Hal e, 



The most ccr.rpla,te study of t he pericd whi ch Frankl in spent in , 
France. I t has a profusicn .of notes , also valuable latters and 
documents . 

tomenie, Loui n de, Beli\uIl"ucha!s and His :rimes , sketches of French 
soci ety in the ei~htcenth century, t ransl a ted 'b,y Hen~! s. 

wards , New York, Harper Brat.hers, 1857. 

tdart.in, 

ornet , 

met, 

There are fe\'I roferences t o F;:anklin but e. complete descripti on 
of t he secret a id gi'!e.n t o t he colonies prier to t he f.ormatton 
of the All iance. ' 

Disausses t he part Pree!1!3Sonry played in the French Revolu~ion. 
'l'racea f rom local tU"chi vea and r ecords of t he ;lodges , tho 
influence .of that sodety upon t he reform. Iwvement prior to 1789 
and upon t he early ~ourseofthe Revolut ion. He does ,not consider 
-the Masons as fo rr.ent ers of' disorder. 

Paris , Libraire 

Valuable nCCO'lnt of t he developltentof Fr ench t hought during t he 
period beforo t he French Revolut ion. 

Cont ains an excellent chapter on lregll'.Qsonry and t helntlY,ence 
of the American Revolutio.n r espect ively. Al eo has a cO!!lp1ete, 

11t"1 "'l"aphy of Memoirs, Correspendances , etc., of the }"'VIIle 
~iecl a in F_ence. 

artcn. Jnmes, Life Qld Times of J}en j o.m1n Fratik11.l), New York, 1864. 

Vel'S cor;plete bi Clgrapi.y of Fr u.nklin, has very helpful notes and 
a \'1ealth of uncollected mated e.11 Both volum(')s arc valuabl e for 
the t opic. 

Rocquain, FeliX, 
1715-1789, 
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Good account of t he developltent of t he revo1.utionary spirit. Relat es ' 
the struggl €ls of the Regency, shows how t he old regin1e was totter-
ing before the philosophors put the match to the inflamrr.able 
naterial . The chapters on Tur got and Necker are among t he bes t . 



Henry Holt and Cotr:pany, 

The rela~",ian;l of li'ra.1loe and t he Uni ~l ~t...'ltes between t he years 
1776 and 1734 are t r eated here. TherG b an excellent vi c'" of 
the popularity o~ Mericn and t he in£luence or propaganda used 
ill Frru:lce to accompli.an this . The author baa traced tho r elatjons 
of Ar;:erica 11M France before, dur i ng and at t he cl.im?.x of the 

r anch Revoluti on, a.ud has ectahlished bJl suthentlc documents 
what inf'luE'~ce t he one cou.utry exerted upon the other at fu.c!';e 
cUffer()nt times . ' 

Saint - Beuva, C. Ji.. , m1...:ratts of 1!.b (~ ~leh1t§fIDth Century, historic and 
lit erary, tra.ns lated by Katharine P. Worneloy, liew York, 
C. P. Putnan:s Sons , 1905. 

A liter~ study of Ftankl in. The opinion of t be i mpor+vance of 
Fr ankli n held by Sa i nt e-Deuv a is that of a monarchist , hence he 
doe$ not streus t he revol utionary tendencies of t '::e American. 

Steell, 7111lis , 
Ninton, 

1776-1785, New Ycrk, 

A vi vid, interes+-ing Mcoant of P'!""n'!rlin ~.n Pari s , but not 
at all s chol arly. The aut hor dean not gi ve any of t he sources 
f or his statements, has no biblioRraphY. 

New York, 

Hastily put t oeether, unfa ir couclu.s i c'ns , but the fulles t 
tr~atment in ~lish of the int ernal affair s duri ng t his per i od . 
The material in t he preface was valua ble for t he study sinee i t 
tells of t h.e part pl ayed by Amerioon influence i n the earlY part 
of the Frenc~ Revolution. 

Van Doren, Carl, New York, The Viking Press, 193B. 

'-eerr.s , 

Standard biogr aphy of Franklin. Rather heavy, carefully annotated. 
It does not stress Franklin' s influence in t he French Revolut i on, 
seems to disagree wit h Fay about the importance of his i nf luence. 
It contdtl s an excellent bibliography . 

ith many choi ce anec-
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Uriah Hunt and 



Sl]ort sketch of Frankl in' s . life in France. A short, flowery, 
axar,ger a t,ed account in the typical Weems fashion. Not at all 
vtii:luable, but still a different view of Franklin. 

Itylizel , 11. A., II 'Benjalllib Franklin as an Economist if , Johns Hopkips 
Jniyers1ty Stsdi£s in Historical and Political, Science. 
edited by @orbGrt 1) . Adams, Baltimore, the J ohns Hopkins Press , 
1S<i5, thirteenth series. 

Good description of Frl;mklin ' e economic views. References to 
Sr:>1th and the Physiocrats are particualr ly good for t his study. 
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