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won over all the beautiful souls, st & time when persons plumed theme

selves on having beautifudl souls., They doted on (uckers, whom they
7 _
celled tprimitives,?

7
Ibig., 410-411.

wabeon givwes » gloving decardiption of the erdor of French enthusiasm
for Franklin:

‘Few Poreigners nave been presented to the Court
of 5t, QQoud who have scquired so much pomularity
and influence &s .r, {raniklin, 1 have se n tae
porulace ettending hie csrrisge in the manrer
they followed the xing's, His venmerable figure,
the eaze of his manners, formed In an intercourse
of fif'ty years with the world, hizs benevolent
countenance, and his fame as a philosopher, =211
tended to exelie love, cnd o comwand influence
and respact,” 8 :

Perhape the greatast conquest waas the support e won of the great
unafficial soclety of the salons, Thege women wers much impressed by
hia dignity and seriousness, and he velued the information they rere
able 4o zive hix sinee thelr salons constituted tha resl news srencles
of the day.

", . Bl serious alr and planeing wit, his priestly
unction znd Journmalistic unconstrsint, his deliecamcy
an? brusguenes:, his grave snd manly appearance,
81l made him seen exquinite and exoile to tiem,
They surrounded hin snd overwhelsed him with ques-
tions which he seldom anseered, except by sllence
or an ogcasionel kizs, He new they had muech to
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tel! him and that they preferred the homage of
a8 3ilent courtesy to the wvoluble gallantry sco
nommon in Frence,m ¢

9

Bernard ey, Franklin, 420-421,

e, e Campan gives a detalled Aescrdption of the infatuation to which

the women snd the entire populsoe for that matier, were addicted:

"Franklin appeared at court in the dress of the
fweriesn farwev, "is str.ight, unrowderasd heir,
his round hat, his brown cloth coat, formed a
contpust WL the laced :nd evbroldered monty,
and the powdered and perfumed hsads of the coure

“tlore of Torenilles. This novelly turmsd the

heads of the French women., Elegant entertsinments
were riven to Dr, Franilin, who 4o the rerntstion
of a most skilled natwral philosopher adided the
~atrigtlie virtveg ~hich had inveztad hin with the
noble charecter of an apostle of liberty, 1 wes
mrarant ~ith hir at one of thesc antertainmenta,
when the most besutiful vomen cut of thres hundred
wre oedonted to risce @ arom of laurele uron the
whilte head of the Lmerican philesopher, =1ith two
kisses upon Fis chesks., Fven in the »alace of
Verszilles, Frapkdints medslilion was s0ld under
the Tnets aren, In the exhibition of Sevren
poreelain..., The lsgend of this redallion wes
"Tripuit coelo fulirnen, seentrumque tyrannis.t 10

10
Jeanne Iouise Henriette de Camman, fkoirg of the Private Tife of
Yatle Antoigelte, 1:710, -

Fven John .dams, who wos not ol &ll & devolee of Franklin, admires his

pover of charming everyont, song many other characteristica which he

notes he gives ug an ides of his —articular appeals

"He had wit at will, He had hoeor that when he
vlessed was delic te end dalighiful, Fe had a
getire that was poodw-netured or cansiic, Horace
or Juvensl, Swif't or Rabelais, o his pleasure.,...
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He vas u nmaster of the infentine sic simplicity
which the Franeh a1l neivete, =xhich never feils
to charm ... 11

11
John 4dang, "The Charncter of Franklin”, ; he opldl

Beogt Literzture, 1:132,

By his sipplicity and unaffectedness in Aress and court decorunm
he encoursged, rerhaps uneconseclously, = disregerd of court procedure
thzt hed so long been a rert of French life. Soulavie, court reporter,
describes the prevalent attitude townrd the court =nd the Fing at this
porticular time:

"The court, belng entirely composed of inexrerienced
youth, devoted to nleasure and novelty, could not
bear the restraints of ceremony npracticed under the
rreceding reign.... The pomp of royalty became an
object of unexzgy constraint, end afterwards of
rlacgantry «nd Jderision. The court, seduced by the
idea of un excellent and refined administration,
under mhilosophic nministers, imsgined that it wes
advancing towmrds perfection, by r~dopting noveltles,
which the =monarchy, betier inTormed =ith respect

to 1ts interests, hzd ever most strenuoualy rerressed," 12

12
John lewls Soulavie, Iint
of Jewie XVI, 2:xx

This very simpliclty end rustic quelity =hieh Fronklin's plainness
of dresz typified, wzs in iteelf something of an innovstion and according
to Farton d1d have some affect nn the —eonle rho were in some cuses
waary of the discomfort assoelated with court repslla. He meles thils
remark concerning the effact Franklin's first spresrance at court created:”

"Better for the whole trihe of chamberlalns if that
chamberlain had done his dnty, and sent the dmericsn
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home for his <lg. The recoil from the French
Revolution (in which w» are now living) has given
the chamberisin cluess snother century of life,

but Franklin re:lly announced thelr Agrsmrizre when
he went to court «ithout a2 cowrt dress, snid the
scetatic aprlause of “urone,” 13

13
Jemes Parton,

Franklin himcelf in a Iztter to 'rs, Thompson, at Lisle, leaves us
2 description which seems to indicute thet he rather enjoyed the pice
ture he was cutting:

FFigure me in your mind as jolly as formerly =nd
as strong and hearty, only r fev yesrs older; very
plainly dressed, wearing my thin gray straight bair
that propa out under my only coiffure, & fine fr
eap, which cores down my forehead almost to my
gpectecles, Think how ihis must sppezr among the
rowdsred heads of Paris," 14

15

Jared Svarks, Ihe

This 'bentering bourpecis vhose smlle was never understood! was
~according to Fay, not et all unconsclous of the influsnce -ielded by
n1s reserve end reticence, ‘e hellewves thet Prankling, in earefully
avoiding the political life of France and in takins but 1itile
advantage of hic diplomatie urivileges, was playling o clever trick,
He holds that thls attitude was s pose intended to incresse his
influence, Fay seys he wore nothing that betrsyed soclal rretensions
of any sort or announced him a8 & man of rank.r ithen ke spoke "it wes

with unction, with a slow, smooth and serene dlgnity that was not



10

15

entirely devoid of subtle iromy."

Cavefigure, whose views have been colored by his own lack ﬁf
success, makes this observation on Franklints dasix§ for retirement,
ke naserts thet the retrest to which Franklin withdrew at the village
of Passsy helped him to meke his reputation in 2 world disvomed to
nystery:

"He showed limself little, like all men =ho choose
to exercise a mysterious influence, Fut he made
peonle talk about him s great deal. ‘then he left
his residence at Pasgy, 1t was to go to the
Academy of Sclences of which he was an assiduous
correspondent, There, in the midat of 2 nrogramme
on electricity or a theory of physieal experiment,
he dropped szome wrords chout his dear country...
golemm end sad ,., which would awaken the sympathies
of those men of seience nnd literzture who were the
lozders of the eighteenth century,” 16

13
Edward ¥. ale, Fyanklin in France, 1:141-142.

Frenklin's wisdom in not externallsing his offleinl cmpacity of a
representative of the American govermment 1s launded by Painey

"The dirlomatic character is of 1tself thes nerrowest
sphere of soclety that man cen zc¢t in, It {orbide
intercourse by the reciprocity of suspleion; and

a dirlomat 13 & sort of unconnected =tom continuonsly
repelling and repelled, But this was not the cose
with Dr, “ranklin, He was not the diniomat of a
court, but of AN, His charscter as & philosopher
had heen long established, and his circle of soclety
in Franoe was universal," 17

17
Thomas Paine, IThe .
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The affection 2nd courtesy extended to the Aimerican ambéssador of
rood will extended also to the Amerloans who were aaaoeiateﬁ with
Franklin, There »wre inmmerable irstances of sourtesy from those of
the high nobilitry among whom Franidin had made zeslous converts to
Americanism, Among them we ind the fsrily of the Duc A'Enville who
rad taken part in the wers between the French and the ¥nglish colenists
in former years. In snite of this, however, the Duchess wes thoughtful
and interested snough to entertain the imerican representative, John
Adams, who relates in a letter to hiz wife, Abigeil: "I dined todsy

18
nt the Duchess d¥¥nville's,®

18
Charles Frunels idams, [

Lblgadl idams, 353

The names 1isted uron the visiting cerds found emong Franklin's
nrivate pepers would be an index to Parisian soclety hefqre the Revolu-
tion, Those that rost frequently appear z2re the Duchess A'nville,

Due de la Rochefoucanid, X, Turgot, Due de Chaulnes, Comte de Crilion,
Vicémte da Zasfield, Prince de Dewxponts, Comte d'Fstalng, Marg;is de

sdrabean and Y. Beaugeard, Tressurer of the State of Brittany,

101806,

Franklin nimself waa vory definitely aware of his porularity =nd
nost ap-reefative of 1t, In a letter to John Hrncook, writien
December 8, 1776, from Y¥entes, he mentions this, as he does his plans

for seeking the Allimnce:t
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“eve I have not yet teken any publiec cherscter,
thinking it nrudent first to know whether the
court is ready and willing to receive ministers
publiely from tie Congress; that we may neither
embarsss il on the ome bhand, nor subject ourselves
to the hazard of s dlasgraceful refusal on the
other.,., In the meantine I find it generally
suprosed here that 1 sm sent to negotlizte; and
that oplnion sppears to give reel plessure, I
can Judge by the extreme clvilities I mest with
fron members of the principal meonle, who have
done the honor to visit ne," 20

20
Jered Sparks, gp..cit., 8:1150-192,

He was not spoiled by this affection and estesn znd aprarently did not
nlace too ruch faith in its endurance. triting to a friend in imerics
in 177, he scya:s

"The apeount you have hed of the vogue I am in
here has some truth In it, Perhaps few strangers
in Frence have had the good fortume to be aso
mmivereslly popular.... But one is not to expect
belng slweya in fashion...," 21

21
Ikid., 8u401,

His conduct in winning the suprort of public opinion wss termed by
22

Cebanis in his Dayvres "s mesterplece™, For were Fnglishmen unawere

22 :
Iﬂﬁ-s Rﬂunthal’ Ma, 29‘

of ris influsnce. Edmund Purke mentions in a letter 1o & friemd thst
<23
*Pranklints presence in France wag in itself s triumph for the Colonies,”

23
abig., 35.




This astonishing and unusual attitude on the part of slmest an
entire netion wes the medium by which Pranklin wss sbhle to offect the
illienoe which brought vietory to the strugpling eslonists, fHis
wrbanity, ap;coximeting at tiwes an easy nonchalsance, closked the
assiduous care with which he was actually planning each move toward
effecting the Alllanoe with the French Govermsent, First, he made
excellent use of nulllo orinlon and drew ewen s0 elite 2 group as
the philosovhers and literztl to his way of thinidng, HNext, he
masterf:lly won the favor of Vergennes and then applied the pressure
of publie opinion and the weight of Vergennes' influence upon the
Court to secure the Allimnce, Franklin was aware that the attitude
of Vergennes and the Court toward the Amerlcan cause was reserved,
wery and discouraging, Although every group received him with affoco=
tion, he found that those who awayed the politieal destinies of France
hed no welcoms, that is, no open welcoms, for the chief of the American
rebola, They apparently wished that he had stayed in Amerleea rather
than involve themr in the Aifficulties he brought with him, %

24
Fdward E, Hele, gp, clt., 13 77.

There is some disagreement as to the nart Vergennes nlayed in
the popularirzation of the cause for the Allisnce, Fuy states that
Franklin wasg able to exert such influenoce on Verpgennes that the two
becams friends and lrested each other with respeect, affection and

complete confidence, Togelther they orgeniszed through Eurcre a vast



network of rropsganda in favor of the American cause, The French
minister put 2t the disvosition of the American reprezentative the
French newepepers ( which were then in the hands of the goverrment:
the Gazaite de Frange and the Herqure de Frangg ) end elso created
8 special newsnaper for the purpose of spreading FrencoeAmerloan
idesn, It wee called lag i

end wag supposedly published in Antwerp, The importance of this

curloue publleation vhich forms 2 collectlon of sixteon -olumes,

cannot be overestimated, Zach molume conteinag two pertsr firat,
articles, essays, translations and documents on conditions in Ensland
end Americay secondly, a remarkable resums of current events in those
two countries and in Franos, Fay meintains that the rrudence of thias
publication in everything that concerns France, and its boldness

in sttacking England, would be csrtein encuch clews as to its origin,
The most audacicus move on the part of the Affaires was the reprinting
of long extracts from Cuoman Senss, Thomas Painel's grest revolutionary
pamphlet, The editor takes great peins to refute Feine's dlatribe
ageinst monarchy end inherited privilege. He praises unstintedly the
sentiment of independence with which the took is stamped es well as the
author¥s petriotism snd zesl for his country's future, This perdodical

41d not hesitate to publish Price's Qbserve

which the Censor of the Ministry of Forelgn Affairs had sunpressed za



containing dangerous views on personal liberty end the extent of

human rights. It offered its resders an American code, thus spread-
26
ing everywhere the theories from across the sea,

26
Bernard Fay, The Reyolutiopary Spirit in France and America, 89~S0,

It is necessary to keep in mind, as Hale points out, thet
Verpennes was first of =11 a Frenchman and the interests of France
were to him of more Imvoriance than anything he could do for America,
He had no sentimental ideas about the imerican cause; he had few
ideas beyond the welfare of France, The rights of America he had
looked upon as noteworthy only in so far as they related to his
nother eountry. He had been 3 zood friend of America not because he
gymozthized with Awerlean vlews, nor beeause he believeé that Americans
rad been unjustly trested, but because he believed it to be in the
best intereét 6f France that the two dountrles should be closely
bound together, 411 of his offleiasl sets will be found to ensue from

27
thisz principle.

27
Edward E. Hale, gp, cit., 2:80-93,

In working toward the Allisnce, Fraﬁklin had one thing only in
mind: the aequisition of money and mwen which were ito be so needful to
the American cause. He had no desire to deplete the French treasury
nor to introduce to Frenchmer the poezibilitiss of democratic govern~
ment, The foreign rolicy of France itself, under the leadership of the

Count de Vergennes, who kmew of the financial conditions of France, was



toward the benefit of France and Frence alone, For this re-con the
Alllsnce wes formed, Repeatedly Soulavie states thot it was nart of
the foreigon policy of France to assict the insurpents, not to further

revolutionary tendencles but to bumili:te Enpland:

"ess These were the causes of the agitations in the
interior of FTrance Auring the Plret years of the
raign of louis XVI, She wished to declasre war agalnst
England; and Tngland, wishing to have the glory of
declering it herself, took stens to leep off the
measure till she had Pound wmeans to gsin this naint,
Epon this, France changed her winistry =»nd suprorted
the Insurrenta,” 28

28
John Lewis Soulavie, gn, olk., 3:200-201,

fgrin he states thal considerstions that would benefit France only were
the motiveg which impeiled the Xing to recopnize the Independencs of
the United States:

"One of the ehief e¢lerks ln the office of X, de
Vergernes informed me, that France, content with
yielding secret and indirect succours to the
Americans, hesitated for & lone time before she

took decisive and hostile measures against Tngland,
He declared to me, the speech of the Tarl of Chathan,
the object of whieh was to produce z nesce with
Ameries, and to wunite 811 the forocea of Great Uritain
againat Frence, deternined i, de Vergemnes io mske

te the ¥irg = pronoeal of open war, The following
elternative was the principsl argument offered by
that minister, "If wve walt," seys he, "till England
has tersinated her differences with her American
eolonies, she will attack us with 211 bher forces,"
ess "If, on tke contrary, we atiack her st the time
she is making war uron herself, our means snd our
resonrces will be doubled., It is therefore expedient
to declere, that we have recognired the fmericans as
a sovereign pecnle; sinoce by this mesns we shall

have one more ally to ficht for us, while England
%111 have one mnre enexy to combat,” These oconsideraw
tiona detarmined the court of Franoe to recognize the
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United Ctates ss sn infependent people; and
lowls VI, who was averse to the war, ylelded to
the unanimous sentiment of kie council,"™ 2

29

Akdd., 31396397,

Thomas Feine wentions the influence Franklin exertsd over Vergennes

but impiles thal the minister wes capeble of making up his own =ind.

"Count Vergennoe was the personal snd social
iend of Ur. Trarkliny snd the Dootor had
obtained, by his sensible gracsfulmess, sz sort
of influvence over himj; btut with respect to
vrincinlae Coumt Verpennss was & despot.” 30

30

Thowas Paine, gp, 24t., 21335,

In the accnmpliahmnﬁt of the lamt ~tep toward securing the Alliance,

the Court was almost foreed by mublic opinion {0 nesist the Ameriesn

cause,

Adams mentions the current gossipy in a lellter to his wifes

"The reception 1 have met In this kingdom has
been sn friendly, as polite, and ss respectful

cs was peasible, It is the universal opinlon

of the peopls here, ~f all vanks, that & friend-
phip between France and America i to the interest
of both zountries, ard the ,., #lliznes ,., is
universally ropuler; so much so that 1 have been
told by persons of good judgment that the povernment
here would have beern under a sort of necessity of
sgreeing to 1it, even 1f it had not been agreeable
io thenselves," 31

N

Charles Frencls adans, g, Site, 32°.




That the king wes sverse to signing the 4Alliaznce is well krnown,. Farae
doxieally, bis attemrt to reinstate i'rsnos in her position among
natlons, by suonorting the American cause only furnished his subjlects

32
with arms sgeinet himself,

32
Felix Roequaln, The Ty : 2 : jrg s
Revolutdon, 141, John Iawis Sou‘iam M., 3:348-350.

Opinions differ on the attitude of the . neen regarding the American
Hewolution, *me, de Campan states thet Yarie Antoinette spoke out more
plainly than the Xing sbout the part Prance was taking respecting the
independencs of the oolonies and constantly copnosed it. “he ~sa far
from foreseeing, however, that = revoplution at such a distance could
exciie one In which the migguided populsce would drag her from s valace
to an unjust and cruel desth, She saw only something unrenerouns in

33
the method »hich France —as adovting to check the vower of Tngland,

33
Jeanne Louise Henriette de Cempan, gp, clit., 2311,

Hore vigorously Mre. de Cempan declaress

"The  ueen never disguised her dislike to the
American ‘Yzr; she eould rot conceive hav anybody
could advise a sovereign to aim at the humilistion
of Frgland, through an attack on the soverelgn
autbority, and by essisting a people to orpganive
a republican constitution, Ohe oftern laughed at
the enthusissm with which Franklin insrired the
French ...." 34

3
dbid., 2141-42,
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“atson doss not agres with this opinion, Ke intimetes it was by
the personal influvence of the Queen th:%t Franoe suororted ths colonies,
Thls influence, be says, wus directed by Franklin himself,

" «ss Be had sttained, b- the exerclse of thepe
quallties, a powerMl interest in the feelings
of the beautiful Jueen of ¥rsnzz, She, ct that
time, held s strong nolitieal influence, The
exercize of that influenoce, adroitly directed
oy Frankiin tended to prodnee the acknowledgment
of our Independenco, ond the aubsequont measures
pursued v France ir its aoprovel.® 35

35
Elkansh wataon, gp, git., H89-90,

Agreeing with Vatson, Thomas Talne peys tribute to tha Jueen's espousal
of the Amerlcan ceuses

"The then ''inizter of France, Count Vergennmes, was
pat the Priend of frericam; and it is both justice
and gretitudes to zey, that it wes the Queen of
Pranoe who prve the cauce of Amerdcz 8 fashion at
the French Court," 36

36 |
Thomes Paine, oD, cite, 21335,

At length Franklin's wisely planned strategy succeeded, In the
wake of French enthusissnm &ﬁd with the approval of' Vergerres, the
Treaty of Alliance wus signed Februwsry 8, 1778, The French governmrent
now gave her word to help orenly the averican ceuse, Abbot zays it
w58 sith supremh relustence tiat the King signea iiis sulecidal act

which raeoénisad the right of netions to change thelr governments,

Through the .lliance the docirine of the povereiguly of the negple was



made lepitimate in France. FPe continves: "this one sentinment, unre~

. 3
sisted, would sweer Furope off its despotic thrones,."

37
John S, Abbott, The French fevolution of 1780, 1:62,

Thare were other ~dgseiviags, OSoulavie morbidly remarks that the
nrivy-council of louis IVI "disregarded the remcngirances of intellipent
anl lepartlsl som, and mware cttevtlvye anle s the encomluns of the
shilosophers and friends of novelty, who vied wlith eseh other in ex-

38
tollirg the expediticn of the Frensh across the stlantie,”

a8
Jobhn lewls Soulavie, gn, cit., 2:xomvie-xxxviii,

after the illisnce was sipgrcd *re romresenbtztive of the cmeriean
Fepubliie wss more than ever the center of attraction in Perls, lYe was
no lonrer a solicitor of favor; he P2d zrcccmplished nart of his mission,
and his tusiness new wes to Yeer the sood =111 of the French neonle,
He acruitted himself adrirably in this task, Soulavie, a contemrorzry,

says of him: Y hove seon Fronklin sn ahject »f sdorntion,” The old

3%
Ibid., 2txcxviid,

diplomat wes very much aware of his incressing populsrity. In & letter
to hie daughter, ¥rs. Sarab Buche, dated June 3, 1779, he ives an ides
of how much the Fremch reople thought of him:

"The olay medallion of me was the first of its
kind rade in France. A varlety of others have



been nade since of dif“erent sizes; sore to be
set in the 1ids of smaff boxes und soms o small
as to be worn in ringg; and the mmbers sold are
incredible, These, with the pictures, busts and
prints (of which copries upron copies are snread
everywhere) heve made vour father's face =8 wall
known as the moon, so that he durst not do any-
thing that would oblipe him to mm away, Rs his
vhiz would discover “ir mherever he should venture
to show 1t. It is said by learned etymoloplsts
that the name gdoll for the image children nlay
with is derived fyom the word Jdol. Frorm the
rumber of dolls now made of him, he may be said,
in thet sense, to be j-doll~ized in this
country,." 40

40
Jared Sparks, gp, git., £:373-374,

The effects of the Alliance were threefold: It increased the
norulirity of the imerican cause snd therehy the nrestige of Frankiing
it crested a deficit in the zlresdy sadly derleted French treasury;
and lastly, 1t was responsible for many younpg French officers and
soldiers enlisting in the American army. FEzch of these results will
be discussed in turn,

The Royalists hsd good rezson to supnose thet the result would
be the spresd of what they deemed vernicious docotrines throvghout the
land, Their fears were fully justified., The American war wroduced
an extraordinayy ferwent in certain influeniial groups evidenoed in
discussion, eritielsm, solid and ephemeral litersture. Iuard seired
the oceasion to nublish his trenslation of Robertson's agpricss
Ceriser, a friend of idams!, touched umon the inglo-Ameriesn wars

Dubuisson wished to enlighten his countrymen b his Abreze ds la



A

zize: o school editiah of Foor “ichard's

4l
Llnange arvearaed,

F
Ltewls Rosenthsel, gp, git., 63«84,

“hile sympathy and cdmiration for America thus csused tha reriodicals
to agsume & tolder tone and to launch forth with greater ~ssurance and
greater frequency the wordsg, "constitutions”, "righta", "liberties" ==
explosive, dangerous words these, in the decadent atmosphers of
absolutlsn ~-- tha Averican var furthermore, changed the vurely social
character of the clubs introduced into France from "nrland, by giving

42
then o deeclded molitiezl tone,

T
Ibid., 115,

The fineneial help which Anerlica received fron France was stupendous,

It enabled Nr, Franklin to sustain the credit of ismerica In Furove and

it contrituted espentlally to the success of the cempairm vhich ended

in the surrender of Lord Cornvellias st Yorktown. The sum total of the
rmoney obtained from France 2t the solicitation of Pranklin ses {twenty-
six mililons of {ranecs: in 1777 two willions; in 1778 three 1nil’lons;

in 1770 one milllong in 1720 four milllons; in 1781 ten ril  donsy In

1782 six rdllions, Thagse alds were glven at o time vhen France herself
wzs at wmar and vhile the minister of finances, !, Necker, comstantly

orrosed the prants, Unrittingly, Franklir telped hleed the French
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43
monarchy te death,

43
James Parton, gp, cit., 21301,

Frenklin was most successful in stirring the populszr suprort of
the .werican cause by inolting young officers and soldiers to leave
Frence to help fleht the Americen Rewolution,

® ese the community wes solely engrossed in the
Anglo-Amarican mar, lsny young soldiers helonging
1o the first farilies of the ocountry followed

Ia Fryette's ax-mple, and broke through 2l) the
117usions of prandewr, and all the char~s of
luxury, of smusements and of love, to po and
tender thelr courapge and their informatlon %o

the revolted Americana,” 44

) -
Jeanne Loulge Hanriette de¢ Cemvan, gp, git., 1:200-210,

Young Frenchmen responded In great numbers to the stirring anpeel
and embarked for imeries, In the later history of Frence thesze
veterzns of the amerlcun Revolution, including notables such as la
Fayette a3 well :8 men of the rank and file, were to hawve an important
ﬁart in the shapine of the French Revolution. To them JSimeries was the
exanrle pear execellence of how the evils of Frunce oould be remedied,

The contimual Arzin on his time ccoasioned by the writing of
recompendetions for such volunteers irked Franklin, but he r:alized the
pood entailed for his country and cheerfully continued., . hether he
foresav the conseguences of the schooling these men were to receive 1is
doubtful, although meny of his conterporaries reslized the poscihle

outcome, In writing to g friend Franklin gives s slirht indication of
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the constant dewarts on his time by these enthusimstic young soldiers:

"You can have no corception of how I am
harassed, 411 my friemds are sought out and
teszed to teaze re, Grezt oiflcers of 211
ranks, in a1l departments: ladies, great snd
small, besides professed solleltors, worry re
“rou morning to night, The nolse of every
coach now that enters zy court terrifiesz me,

I ar afraid to accent an invitation to dine
abroud, belng almwost sure of meeting with some
officer or officer's friend, =ho, 28 soon ss

I a2n mut In & pood homor by 2 glass or two of
champagne, begins his attack on me, Iluckily,

I do not »~ften in sleep dresn of these vexntiocus
situntions, or I ahould be afraid of what sre
now my only hours of comfort, If, therefore,
you heve the least remsining iindnes: for ne,
if wyou would not help to drive me ocut of ¥France,
for Cod's sske, my dear friend, lei this your
twenty-third an-lication be vour last," 45

45

Jered Sparks, op, cit., £:219,

Three nrominent women of the period glve theily views of the

rosaibilities of what might hapven as the result of the contact of

the soldiers with Amerlica, An important rmember of society, the

Vixcountess de FarseFausselandry stetes in her Yemolrs:

"The mar »f American Independence hed just broke
oitt, Louis IVI hed taken up arms for the ingur=
gents es we oslled them, and had desired 4o desl
Trgland & mortal Ylow in favoring thel: emancipa-
tion, Unfortunately he mortally wounded his own
nonarchiel power, There wore, I Jdo not deny, great
perme of revolution in France, but the wsy to
erush them wes not to feed the rublie =wind on thet
love of inderendence which burst {orth bheyond the
ses, und to send officers and soldlers to Arink in,
on the Amerlcan continent, princirles of rerubli-
canism," 46

L6

lrwis Rosenthal, op, eik., 60=61.




‘me, de Campen gives some ides »f what zetuslly did hennen:

"Our youth flew %o the wers waped in the New

dorld for liberty ard sgainst the righta of thrones,
Liberty nrevailed, they returned itriumphant to

Prance and brought sith them the seeds of inde-
pendence . 2tters “rem various militery -en ~ere
frequently received st the palace of Verzailles,

the sezls of which hore the thirteen sters of the
“nited itates, surrounding the cap of liberty ...." 47

47
Jesnne loulse Henriette de Camman, gon, cit., 21332,

Yme, de Hausset is no less empdatic:

" ..+ the apseches of some distinguished members
of the oppositim, who eloquently defended the
mrineiples according to which the Americens had
taken up arms, were rekd with avidity, ever with
ecstagy, erd esventislly oontributed to inflame
the nublie mind. The youth of the court huastened
to serve In this wer, Republican doctrines essily
took root in ipmeture ninda enamored of novel
gystens,” 48

48
lewis Rosenthal, on, glb., 61,

Soulavie 1lists zs one of the declsive causes of the French Revow
lution the developrents resulting Mrom French particiretion in the
Ameriean Rewvolution:

*A saditious and imnoveting philosophy, lntro=-
duced under administration which $111 then had
parsescuted 1t, confirmed, in & short time ....
speculative eporehensions, which became still
more arparent, vhen the covermment, under the
nretext of reducing the maritime nowers of
ngland, sent the flower of the French youth
to learn in 4merica the fatal art of exelting
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revolutions, of dethroning kings, and erecting
% republic at the exnense of George TIT," 4O

49
John Lewis Soulavie, gp, git., 2:xvii,

after the var with fngland was over, interest in ‘mericen affeirs,
wﬁile not so reneral, beesme more intense., Fathuslasn chenged to
admiration which was but ¢ sten to imitation. The return of the
officers and ren from America and the conclusion of an advantageous
rence threw ths nation into transports of joy.

The livine example of the Revublic of the United States, the words
of her statesmen and her friends, and the discussion of her inr;titutiom
contributed ir no slight daéme» to intensify the already grest agltation
in Frence, vhich wzs deily becoming more radical and more fraught with

50
danger to constitutional authority.

50
Lewis Rosenthal, gp, git., 97105,

The men who took part in the wer saw for themselves what it was to
live under democratic govermment, Paine says: "The French officers
and soldiers who went to Awerica were eventually placed in the school.
of Freedom and learnsd the practice as well as the nrinciples of it by

51
heart,"” Private and publie letiers, diaries and memoirs, %he

51
Thomas Paine, gon, oit., 2:336.




comnents of the nress and the rossir of the day reveal the opinions of
the French while they were on the American continent:

* ees the officera who had been to Americs were .
mostly young men leas shackled by hebit and
prejudice; and more ready to assernt to the
supgestions of common sense and feelins of comron
rights, thzn others, They came back wlth new
ideas and impressions, The press, notwithstending
its sheckles, began to disseminste them; conversa-
tion assumed new freedom; politiocs became the
theme of all socleties, male and fermle, end a
vary extensive realous party a8 {ormed vhich
acquired the appellation of the Patriotic Party,
who, sensible of the abuslive government under
vhieh they lived, sighed for the occaslons of
reforming 1t," 52

52
Thomas Jefferson, Yemolr, 1:56.

Lafayette sent to his wife and his friends Jetters that breathe et

onoe his devotion to them and his ardor for liberty, dngled with his
53
French psllantry 18 & commupolitan lowe of free institutiona,

53
lewis Rosenthel, gp, git., 82,

The French saw before their eyes a government that combined order
and liberty, Young ond enthuslastic heeds, among them Jegur and Dumss
desired such & tlessing for themsalwes and their couniry. Dumouriesz
said: ",.. the American war hed mot formed grest gemi-als, btut the
young wen who had made its compaigns had seen closely @ new neople

governed by & wise constitution, Their heads were turnmed, They trought
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back badly dipested ideas." ihese same idess, however, vere so many

54
m. » 149-141.

" fuses which the fire of public passion would one day igmite wnd cause to
blaze in rewolutionmary conflasration,

Documentary evidencs on the oninions of the French officers is
abundant; but 18 alrast totally wenting in repzrd to the ovinions of
the French seoldiers, Tne csr only infer what thoy thought. Tvan thoush
there wug o tremendous difference in lanyuape, education and hereditary
customs hetwesn the Fronch rea;ant-sdldier and the American farmer-
soldier, the effect of the eontuct, howaver alight, rmst have been very
‘al7inr uren the formor,.

"The feehle .nteilect of the peagant soldiers Aid

not cetoh the Ul snirit of the instituiions =bovt
them, but they muet hawe rotioed, 53 they marehed
throuph Copnecticut or Rhode Island or “nssachusetis,
that all oclasses entered the sume meseting hovee, that
the 1little crlldren in the villeges went to the sepe
school and that no nsn, woman, or ohild d4id corves

St esss e 28y be mire that the moldiers of the French
regiments vereeived thet the table of the imariesn
farpor was laden witl food such ~g thelr neasant

sic relatives in Franoce never tasted, even on the
40ty holidays which their Church allowed them, And
that in Ameriea, fleld handzs were ~ore liberally

naid than they, ren of the sword, had been for all
their cempaipns in Cermany or the Netherlande.... As
they saw thls contrast, the thourhts of bettering thelir
condition entered their dull brains...." 55

55
ARid., 90-91.




-Thus Americe was 2 school that opened the minds of many of these
Frenchmen. In conssquenoe they would, rears after, the rore readily
shake off slleglance to treir king snd don the revolutionary cockade
with grester alecrity and enthusiasm,

“ith the actual outhresk of. the Fevolution the influence of the
men, who had sctuslly been in imeries, was predominant in the Heeting
of the lotables and also in the Tatlonsl Asszembly. Soulavie states:

"The greater rart of those demoorzts of nohle
rank, who sbandoned their order in 178%, whoe
united thenselves wlth the Commons, who rroposed
the Declaration of the Rights of Fan, who cone
ducted the revolutlon against the anclent govern=
nent, who abolished the nrivilages on the 4th of
August, who annihilated the momarchy of Henry IV
and Louis IIV, and who proclaimed insurrection
against despotism to be the most sasered of all
dutles, performed their revolutionary studies in
the Imited “tates. Tt is Impossible not to
recolisct the names of La Fayetie, Rochambeawn,
D'Estaing, Beauharnals, lausun {Biron), Custines,
Noallles, Bouvion, ¥athien Dumas, Berthler ...." 56

56
John Lewia Soulavie, gn, cit,, 3:475,

Thomas Taine indicates the infinenee this contact =ith Americsn had upon
the situation in Franoce:

"then the war closed, 2 verat reinforocement to the
cause of Literty spresd itself over France, bty the
return of the Fronch officers and soldisrs, A
knowledge of the practice was then Joined to the
theory, and all that was wanting to give it real
existence was oportunity, MNen canrot, yproperly
spealing, nae circunstances for his purpose, but
he always has 1t in his power to lmprove them when
they secur, an? this was the case An France.® 57

57
Thoms P&im, M‘l 2:‘236.




The Amerlean sr vaz rroductive of consecuences the most fatal to the
ronarchy, Sculavie gives a2 descrintion of the hevoe resched in France
a8 the resuli of this intervention

"oung La Fayette, the Feanharngis, the Noailles,

the Bethlers, the Lameths, and other adventurers

in the irericar exmeditlon, set off from Verssilles
with the pretensions and rights of their birth,

to return among vs afterwards converted and edified
by the simplicity of manners rrectised at Philadelw
phia, and by the ideal beanty in morals which a
republican and virtuous people had introduced into
theilr government, They were obasrwve” on iheir return
to be diseontented with the military authority snd
arbitrary nrinciples of the eourt in Fraznce, dis-
gusted gt the abuses of ths 0ld government, end dise
posad to vroduce in their country, against Lewis XVI,
2 revolution sipilar to that which they had contributed
to effect agalnat George III, They had risked their
lives to dethrone a king and creste 2t his axpenss a
republic, 3ix yeara zfter, they despised the court
of Frence and thelr own constitutional privilepes, to
unite with the hody of the people, whom they excited
against the nower of the kingy thay taught the people
the srt of revolutions; they sssumed the title of
Foupderg of liberty; they began z revolution of which
they could not foresee tlie andy sc much had the
writings of philosophers, the recital of American
expaditions, and speculations on tha theory of zovern-
rments, given to the minds of men in France a revelu-
Lionary spirit, snd changed in a faew years the
character and genius of the nation, “hat lessons for
the roverrors of so great an Bmpire " 58

58
John Lewis Soulavie, gp, @it., 2txxxviif-xxxix,

We may agree with Pay, in our estimate of the influence Franklin was
able to exert during his stay in Paris, when he sayss "Franklin's
rersonality and his stay in Vrance are the source of nost of the vislons

59
and hopes that were the Irmediate preperaticn for the French Revolution.”




L0

In summarizing this vhase of the influence o7 Franklin, orne can
g2y bhat it had ~oth o Airect and indirect beariry oz the French
Revolution. Upon his swrriwsl im France he had one ebjectlve in mind:
to obtain ap A1liance., To do s3 he exerted evéry posoitle bit of enesrgy
snd used every aveilable memna which nresented itnelf, Feelin thrt the
American cause enjoyed sore porularity even Lefore his arrivel, he
Yept 1t o white heat through the redivm of his o'm nersonality until
~ublie opinion, among other things, finally Torced the fing snd his
ninister to sign the Alllance, Fls vropran of uronsgends, ~hich was
atrittedly a cond one, ws directe? st swaying vublic opinion in fovor
of the *1liznce and ¥.2 not zimed st the destruction of the Trench
rovernment, If he was puilty 2f bringine about a certain susunt of
laxity and eritieisn of court srocedurs and the like, this ras not
gomet ing at «biehk he sined tutl sometliins which was rn 1;11100?:36-1“01'
result of the effect hls rersonality had uron the impressionshle French,
He wes the most wstute o7 all divlomats and would have done rnothin-g to
rroduce amny kind of feelinz thet would eventuslly result in the failure
of kls nlans to sbtain the Alliance,

The formation of the “1llance iiself, however, had = nrore direct
benrin: on the Tevolulion, Iince It =ecu through Fronkdin's effort elmost
entirely that the 41lisroe was formed, we can say that his influence
tere 12 more direct, The affuctz of the alliarce sere smony the nroxirmste
eauses of the Haveluti-n., Pecauas of 1t the sovereipgniy of the reorle
was legitimatized; the sonrlal clohs tosk on o definitely politlesl tone
and became active nromarators of wmyolutionury doctrines; rernlcious .

doetrines relsting to personel freedon, eguallty, corztitutioncl righta,



throush toe press intensified the alresdy exdating :citetion in Prance;
the French treasury was Jerleted ot - time vhen the most rrecarious
nroblen of tke ~overnzent vas thot of Zinance; and flnally it -=s
responsitle for the euliztrent of many »Pflecers v’ saldiars In the
American army. The deficit in the btraasury broughi chout inrreacsed
texation and econsequently dlssatisficlion on the vart of the waonle vho
looked askance st every futlle atiennt of tha rovernpent to hmlance the
bﬁdqet. The young uen ~ha returned to France sfter the imeriann Revoln-
tion =ere inomleated »ith remblicon idess, whose very novelty sopenled
to them, They had leerne?® by -erzonal exrvericnce what 1t was to live
uhder a Aerocratic governcent snéd were imnressed with the contrassting
conditions In France snd Aperices,.,  hen the time oame Tor these men to
shaice off the =llegiance %o thelr Ying 1t #z8 & simple natter for them

to Aon the coclade of the revolutichary sroup which oromised thewr so

much
much,
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FROMXLIT, THE PHILOSGHITIR

ftero worshin, ng <itprgacd in Lle trentieth century, oan érnate
vniversal fod of Iitotlen without crhanping essentinlly tie irend
of thoupht or rode of living of enthugisstie bero ~orsiipers, e
aye cesm how Frep'lintz ~omulardty odth the teonle of 211 olazsen in
eirkteenth centiry France “eveloned into fust such a fud, Yot o ~ore
vitsl Immortance -8 the Jdenth 27 Lig Infloence on thosne o ey Yim
intimately, A5 ¢ man of lesrning, a ~rorressive thinker, + Tips
believer in the demnerctic vwy o7 livine, e helmed to ztane tie rolie
tical trourht of those zha were to efTect the socisl snd economic charpes
in Fesnee whleh culrineted in the “rench Mavnlutisn,
Thig cont=ibution +f Frenlin's, ndirect rs Lt may hrve beeny 18
sd-ltted Yy dalnte-Tleuve:
*Hev rthalers, there is no doubt thet 4ﬁrfnr
bis resldence in Pariz, he J1d in his orivoey
=t Pagow influance =many ~f the eminent nen who
took rart noon ofter in the preat rovolution-
ary moverenty and thet he contribtuted to slve

ther »are cmnfTiderce 2rt holdness in their
rurtnse,’ 1

1

C. :3. - -I:& :‘\ n{!“' E.«I?u‘m 'y

sfler hiz arrival e becarme scqgualinted with e lezdins rhilomorhers
snd thirkers in Fronce, swong whom were Tureot, Sondoreet, Duount de
“erours, orellet, th- Tue de la Facheloenrld snd the roung  irmbesu,
1g contocte with trem led to furtber Adevelopment of thelr idess ith

some atiempts to mere them tanrlible,
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Sines ke wac : success socla ly «nd !is theorles mere earerly sourht
£fier in the realn of seience and philosorhy, 1t iz only ton svident that
“is nplitien] theories ~ere to twe of covme ipterest to the eirhteenth
eentury refor-ers, “ucel of the sur-ort he won fror influentis? ~en ipn
arile and VernsiYlen ern be nttributed to hisg rfP{Iintion ~ith the

2
inoonric Orier.

P4
See .nrendix

Surdng the yecrs in which Fpanklin s in Pords i1t -up Tsghionable
for men snd women to “lscuss theorlss of -overnment, to -robe deen into
I1ts arumbling substance end findine there only decsy, Lo criticise =nd

3
surcest reforms, amonrs thoze of tils ers exertin- influence on French

3
Albert Uenry oSmyth,

thoupht were the "conorists with whor he rsa early senusinted, Throe
soeenlled ~roprersives resdily zccepted Franklin on the strencth of &
revutedion esteblished in esrlier visits, Frevious to 1776, Le had been
iv Prance on two neessions, “irst In 1747 and then in 1760, The rotive
for roth: vicite sms the szre, Fronklin wighed to confer -ith ¥Forteuw
Tuboure rep riing the rabliestion of ¢ “rench edition of ris omm works,
Thage wieits sre piven little considerstion by his hioprerbers, but téey
were instrumentsl in estsblisking his soelsl rositior whick e lreld in

A
“ie lone resldenee v5 mindster to France. In this study of 'is Influence

4
Stuerd ¥, Pale, Frapilin in Frongs, 1:2-7.




they ~re ﬁﬂt to e regl-eted. The ¢ il rravongibility, however, for the
wepmth of hir weleone 1isa in the French interest in Yranklints zritings
on volitles, or sacial ocoromy. There »ng <t the tine sn zbsorbing
interest in Frence Por what they cealled nolitieal snd rursl ecocnormy, in
1767 in the corresronience of Grimm, Diderot, :nd others, tn the rrinces
and rotiemen of Furore, & curdous esrer on this abgor! in ~nszisn is
fourrl, ~Tter choring 4 oome length that Prance <l:z2vs 'ze some Tohlaet
of rredilection” tie writer ststes that "st the ~resent mament, ~oliticsl

! ~

and rural econowy, arrienltnre, *he rrincinles of

5

obirets of nptional nussion,”

~overnnent, are th

Irid,, 1:6,

To hring torether thece molitieal eeconorigte and aprienltorslists
a mociety hod keen formed in Faris, vounded in 1757 by Dr. Prenecis
vemnaey, thls crousn conotitoted ~het ney Ye rightly orlled the Cirst
selonl of esonoric thowrht, s Jiseirle zn? coeworver s the Twrouls

Ae lrabeen, suthor of the Thenpie de 1'Igrot in 1760 and
Buraje in 1762, In Jamusry, 1707 the sheve proun, ar Thysioeris, 58

they zere culled, “rom s work of Duvont de Yempurs, ([hysigerstie, ou

In gy, 176, Duront Jde “evours

lerave the editor, To i'iw, worhans more than to eny »f the oilhers, te-
é
longs the ereiit for dis eminatirs their ecoromic views, Their theories
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were at sn esrly dete neecepted by Franlin prohebly through tis intimste
friepderip =it Dmront, . verp alter their First reeting Trenklin
rrites thus to @ inm:

"I recelved sour oblipins letter »f tre 10th
of 'my, with the rost sccepisble -resent of

your Physiocretie, whlck I heve resd »ith

greet rlessure, ard received frow it = grest
de:) of irstruetion, There iz suck & Treelon
fro- loesl an? natisral rreludices, and
vertislities, o mreh trnevolence to mankind

in ~ererzl, =o much rondness ~iwed with ~isdom,
in the prineirles of your ne- rhilose-hy, thet
1 wialr I conld kawr atayed in Prirnce Zor come
tiwe, to have stndiad in your school, that I
ripht, by conversing ~ith i1t- founders Lawe
sizde wyself - ite 2 master of thzt rhilesonhVe.a.
it is from your philosophy only that tre =maxins
of & conbrery and rore harw conduct ure to he
dr«wn, which 1 therefore carefully =ish mzy
crae snd ineresze 1111 1t becomsz the soverning
orilosoaphy of tie human specles, &3 it =must be
trat of superior bteim:s in better worids,..,..

He go pond +s to present my sincere resvects to
that venerable wnoztle, "r, uesmay, ovw! to the
i1 usteions imi Aes “omees (of vhoze eivilities
st Taris I retsin o -rate™] remembrince) seee 7 7

7
slbert F, Smyth, gn, eit., 5:55,

Another zember of tie Teonomist sroun, vho wg an intinnte friend

of Franidin's, =os cJmames 7 rheu-inbourg, the French editor of Franklin's

worr-s, (e &dlep troansl-oted Dicotinconts f

Vinee two of Trantlin's sorks sre scrended te it, 5 coscible conclusion
is that Frenklir sugrested the ilranslstion, Harben=lubourg as a
comnetent editor +wQ reviser, snd Prepklin's reputation ln Franes s,

g
in rood messure, fue to his cure and skill,

g8
© Tdeerd Bo Hsle, on, gik., 1:1€,
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During the interverning yeurs between his visits to Frones - ctesdy

corresuondence vng malnlcoired between Franklin and the "nonorists, who
tuiled his return »ith =11 the deliphts o0 a farily reunion. The intirsoy
formed betreen Fraonklin ard these men rroved of -rect irnortares to hin

<.
zPtaprwards,

4

-

saleoln R, “iselen,

Aronp the most ‘nfluentisl of all of Frenklint's ohvsigeratic
corresnondents -me Turiot. This Tirst Comptroller-reneral of thé relom
of Louis VI, sceentad the theory that arriculiure alome rroduced cealth
and thet o cingle tex on the netl vrodvet of zgriculture -0 the besgt
form »f taxationy ™t in certain merticnlirs he nade departures Trom

10
the theories nf the Fyaioerals, Fa »n8 = man of Integrily of whom

10
Levis J, Cerey, 2pa Gife, 139

the Hine once zald:s "1 hnov In “renee but two man ko gincerely love
11
the negnle, . Turrot and nyeelf,® Furtrerrore, e wug zomethlng of

11
John lewis Soulsvie, Livtopdesd and Tolities] ‘era’ps of tre ‘ojen

gf lewia VI, 2:275,

arn inrovator. le puve to louis VI zs esrly as 1775 2 denacratice
semoriel i-dieztive of the chinpes ke t oupht necrgsary to rTorm con-

ditiorn in Fraree:
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“He wighed to make 21) orders snd classes of

the wopulation contribete equltably to the
charges of the state; to aholish the corvee or
foreed rerair of the highrays by the nemsante

af the Alstrict; to «nlfy weishis ard mecsures:
to draw up & flxed code of luws; to increase
freedom of tr:de, to improve internal navipation,
to favor ~ubliec irstruction, to further selfw
owernrent by the establishment »f nrovinelsl
szremblies, and to rradually o sway with the
Aistinetion of orders in the stete by encolraging
it2 sholition in these rrovinciasl renpesentative
bodlesg,® 12

12

John Lowis Rosenthsl, gop, eit., 131/,

Foognain states be wsse 22ilY an ardent suprorter of wonarchy snd Aige

arraes with the repgrt in Rosenthal:

“"Te wag not in the lezst in fuvo- of an

sggenbly that should share the lecialative vover
»1th the “inr, and he hed onvosed thw restors-
tion f the former Turliament, e -=g slso
hoetile to the “totrgelenere]l. ro~ thie ~oint
of vieu, ke eriirely igrored tie usyirctlons of
the comntry; and it cennot be Jdenied thet, in
anite of vroisecorthy Intentlons, he beoame an
ardent gsu-rorter of choslute monarehy,™ 13

13

Pelix Roeyunin, Th
lutiop, 123-1i4,

Louie VI 414 not =porave of the ldess of 77, Tursot ss 1z evidensed by

hig remerks on Tur-ot's gsugrestion that the teotes-Gepersl be exlied:

"The aystem of ., Turrot 1s & hresutlful wision,
it iz the Utormie of an individusl, ~roiected by
& ran v'o hog excellent views, bt ~kleh would
averturn the present state of Frence, The ldesas
3F . Tureot are sxtrewely dengerous, ! ourht
to alarm us by thelr novelty,” 14

14

John le-1s Soulavie, gp £., 31145
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In kig endesvor to carry out hlz Intentior of changing saclety, Torpot
wsg & true wember of the [twslioerstle sichonl snd stiuched " ilmaplé tg
revolutionary idems, iz Interndsd reforms resalted idireetldy to vro-
duce corditions in France = ich led tn the Fewolution, s resigmed in
1770 byt wes etilY o forece 1 sconomie thoupkt, arskal Vietslieu rives
ug sone ides of the nosczibilitles of tre eoianges whieh nirht ‘rve tzlen
~lsee hed Turrot wn® wlecksrbes besr nllowed ta Ao g they wleaged:

"If the Cing hind resvected trelr reformn,
Iere wonld mo lovrer fave heen In Yrenese

o throne, sdninistr tion, courtlers, morility,
~lergy, elivion or comeree, . Turrot
wishe? 1> see nothins Yut ratursliste and
agricvituréliste in Fronoe; no other velirinn
than nrablty: no moral onirnlon nt thore of
the Yeomnoists, wiho are a7 all sects the cost
frrationgl, hut #ior tumour it is periors
‘udielous o irdulre L., &8 2 security gmedrst
erestar evila," 15

15

10id., T,

Tie ine A'rleans, in a sstirieal lemposn publisied in 1776, veints so
uneon-linegntary ~ieture of Turgot zr? bilz olirles:

“He wop one of those halfewltted, seeming thinkers,

whg adert everytiing that is visionery =nd exserersted....
Pileht and dny he ruttered to Liimself the ezb:listic

terns, nidlosepby, liberty, scusl 'ty «rd net -roe
Aunction,” 16

16
;bf'.:s-‘i .y 3:11(}1

Franklin snd Turoot hsd many com on Interests zbout ~hleh they



Le

corresnonded, .5 T:te sz 1781 they were writing to eack other »f the
17 -
new tyres of rtoves,

17
Albert Henry :myth, gn, cit., S:ll4=R45.

Franklin evidertly "ne— =el) Turgot's ~rincinles and nolicies,
Richard 'rice vrete to Franklin July 12, 1724, aa%ing his zdviee =g tn
the bubliaation of = letter whiech I, Turgot had writiten to him «~ith tle
recvast that it to not rublished, Tt is obvicus from the context that
'riee, «n? eorsequently Framiliin, krew of Turpotfs love of 1liberty:

"The letter "rom i, Turgol, which you »ill recelve
with this stands et rresent in the nress, snd
w117 stand there ti1Y I shall be rade sosusinted
with your ornirlon eonecerring tle ~ropriety of
waking it »ublle, % corveylng It to the ', 3,
vitk wvr own ramnhlet, The reassn of iy doubts
about this 1s the chzrge of secreey with whieh 1t
coneludes, and ~hich you will Pind written in the
~ergin., In comullarce with thic cherge, I have
Litrerto kent this let*sr wrivote, btut lately

I have conaidered, that »robsbly it r-ae only some
a-~rehonsion of -ersonal ireonvenlence, thut led
#im to yive tlis charge, v that corse uerntly
tre orly oblipation to comrly witk it cezsed

=1th “is 1ife, Drezding, however, averytii-p thet
~1ght be reckoned o breach of confidence, -~y
gerurles are cortlnuslly returnine urcon mes and 1
fecl tie- the more, when I think that nossibly

e rnay rave lefd - {e-ily, which ray suffer in
Franee, when it <« pesrs there thet re wra 30 much
a Trien? of likerty, 2z this letter »ill show “im
to have Tarn, ..e 7ou will 1dd cueh 4o the ohli-
reddor 1 v under to you Tor &1 your friendshir,
vy giving me & few llnes on this subleet oz soon
=8 pay be eonvenient to you. Should yoor think it
imnroper to write by the rost, z letier or ary
nareel you may wish to corvey to london, zay be
sent by “ise "ilkes, vho is on a vislt ~—it- the
Daehess fe le Viliere, 2t aris ..., 18

18

Jared Gnuris, The Somp




Trrgot, like the rest of Fronee was sn ardent sdzirer of Prsnklin

and to hlm he aprlied the famous latin eniprar:  "“ripuit eoelo fulmen,
15
=7

scentrumive tyrennis,?

19
Ibig LY F M 63'7.

The existence of twe schosls of economiec thought, sne under the
lesterstip of Tursot, the other under lecker, led ita endless controversy
at this nerticulsr time, The or-ositlon of the two Froups rude it

imrassible t~ aplve the financisl ~roblem:
"To the rerretval orwosition of these two mortles,
and thelr zrirmated an? extraordinary debatos, 1s to
te mgariber’ tie conatant fluetuatior »f ithe systerm
of finsnce nnder Lexis TVY na to the recoint, snd ‘he
gheohite imrossihilltr of estebiishing, during the
relmn, = definitive ~lan roaneeting 1%, resulting
frorm the ngture of & country =t once o-rievltural
snn comrerciel, 1ive Yrance,t OO

20
dohn lewis Tounlaxvie, 9o, edit., 2ixxixexxd.

urgot wished to -rovide for the exvenses of a great sprienltural state
sueh us “ronce, T the nrofuce o7 sorienlture. liecker, on the other
Yand, wes u hanver, and for the most napt an enmtbusiast for ‘nelish
molities, wh> insiated o the neces:ity of Ai-lomastising the finance,
“nd hawing recourse to e trensfer of debis, to =arer currency, to
Tosns =74 10 credit, in the exdpencies »f the state. He de”iniltely

21
p-omed the tax on lard,

<1
Jorn lewis Soulavie, loeg, clt.
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Prow the Adigsgreexents o the ninisters arose the wultitude of
~roduetiong from the rress by M, Yecker and his party, spsinat Turgot,
Calonre, “ontesculen -=3 the sncient flnance, IPence zrose foo, in a
econtrory direcetlon the =iritngs of 'y Turgol, Condorcet, Uilonne,
Circherny wnd the ol fingnedsrs, forming In their turn orroeglilion teo
Yecver, ant overthrowlng this immoveting edrinistretor =nd his countrye

s

22
mOT .

:]

¥
For

,

John Leals Gouvlavie, opg n£it., 2oocrexxxii,

franxlin wag in rance Juring much of the reriy? of Jiffienlty
betraen these two major vertiss., It is possible thst he mag instrue
~entzl In sasizting both grouns in the Sevrlopment af thelr Aifferent
theorirs, In his corresrondence we Tird refersnces to hath the warks
of Turgot ard of lecker, Richurd Jzckson =rites to Franklin at the

time “scker published hiz _fuindetretinn des “inanges (1785)¢

"1 cenrot take wy lemve of you, withoul conpratue

12ting you on the renefaction conferred on uenkind
by . lecker, I ruve read more tren once his
excellent work: and gore of tle coneluding sroplers
with eextugy and trars, 1 flztter myself, thnt the
rrinees of the esrth will rezd It cnd that some

C T then vill be affecte? ax I have beent :nd DeTe
Fens  ore of their ministers. I reed rot way,
that many of his thsuchte have been yours and my
own, though I "ave never heen able to express
tham -ith Lhe elagance he has done...." <3

[\
w

Jared Lperke, or, cit., 10:197,

To Richerd Triee Frunklin writes in tihe ssme yeuw:



"1 send herewith ¢ naw work of ¥, Yscker's on
the Finances of Mance, You #3111 find coed
Llires ir 4%, narticulsrly his chapter on #ir.
ass 1 triric I sent you formerly Nie Lon endiz,
Thiz work »skes more telk here then thst, tho!
that mede abupdones: I w111 not sar thst the
writor toinks higher of himself wad kip abilities
thar they deserve, but I wipk for Lis orn sake
that e h2d kant such rentiments —~ore out of
sight ,..0" 24

24,
Albert Fenrv Smyth, on, cit., ©:2286-287,

Frenilin was very vitelly irtersszted ir the subject of Zinznce,
farey sug-ezlc that he did & coreat deal to sequaint Franee with the
subject of americusn Devner noney in the rerdnd before the French levo-
Tution, w#hile he wxe minister to Prance, This sbvisusly »=g2 one of
tre subjiects »hich he lsecussed with many »of the rhysioerats snd slao
#ith wevbers of the nsmaonic fope dasg Wraf ﬁoéurs xhio 1ster hegune
demties of the “rench Hational -rgembly which in November 175C voted
to isue agsignsts, He vum o Triend of Jount Mirsbezu who provosed
that the aasignstsz g ould be ismed or the nztionslized lands of the
Chureh, ie wss slso o friernd of Turont Jde Uemours, wha chielly drew
un tke rarorts of the Committee on #Mlnearece of the “roneh 'ational
~gsembly, lie wrote a raper 1:ring hlis resldence in “r . nee entitled

g the ifzper oney of the 'nited stutes of ~merica ~hich coninlng an

excellent, brief secount of ‘merlean currency during the neriod of

the imeriear “evolution, It undoubtedly c-ve meny “renchmer information
5
an the sublect, Tret he Alscusszed .oerlean fizance with the -bbe

25
leris J. Csrey, 2n, cit., 17-1%,
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forellet is shown in e let er to Thorzs Fuston, Cetoher ¢, 1720:

1 recelved znd read with lessvre your Thoughts
en Armerdean Tlnance, and rour lchere of z ®rnk,
I eomunicated thex to bhe Torellet, =who is a
pood Judge of the luhjoet, and he hasg translated
tra= into Preneh, s thinks them generslly very
fust, and very clearly exvrveut,” €

26
slhept Vernry Smyth, op, eit., G117,

b

4

e Tind three letters writien after Lig return to imerics adireagsed to
Le Vell ar? ard tre Tus de 1a “ochefoueauld, in which he spesks of
naneT money, “oth of ther were irtimstez of Frantiin, hoth were
‘wsons, -rd hoth berrie derulling in the Trench lailonsl -séembly which
wnted to lasue ussiencts, In the lstter Lo i, Le Vell ard of irril 15,
1787, e irdicstes Lis oplnlon of raper money in the ‘nited iates:

Uiohst you meniion of our -eper noney, 1P you mean
that of this stirte, frumsylvania, is not vell
understond. It weg ~rde belore =y arrivel, end

not telinr 2 lepal terder can - no 1 Tistice to
aryhoty, mor does avvone here eomolaln of 1%,

thourh ~any re justly averse to an irerease of

the suantity =1 this tine, there 'winps a prest

deal of money in the country, ant! ane hank in cond
eredit, 1 rzwve —yzell rurchased ten JOTINTD in

it, which 2t lezst, shows vy gond onininn of 1t 27

27
m.. 1 561.

riting to Le Veillsrd ¥ebrusry 17, 1728, re polnts out hoth the sdven-
tuses an? disedvortages of —aner morey:

“ahere thern 8 a Sree governpent, and the reonle

~gve their own laws by thelr renresentatiwes, I

see no injustice ir their obliging one snother to
e their o'm raper money. It iz »» more so tian



compelling & »ar by law to take him owm rote. Put
it iz unjust to nay sirongers with such woney
ngairst their ~il1l, The making of maper money
#ith such 2 sanction is howmever, & Tolly, gince,
although yvou may by lew ohlipe & eitizen to

tsxe it for hils rood, you esmnot fix his srices;
snd kis Jiberty of rzting thenm ss he nleases,
which is the sare thing as setiing ~hat mlue he
rleuses on your money, defeats your sanction.," 22

28

Ibiﬂ LY cf $ 6380

In s letier tn ls Rochefoucssld soril 15, 1727, he writez of the strug-les
of the ct:tes over the questinn of naper money:

"Taper ramey in moderate uantitles hzs heen

fourd henefieliel; when rore Lhan the seessions

of comuerce recitire; it devreecizted .pd -3
riscnievousy and the rovulaee are apl to Jdemand
more than s neeessary., In tals siate =e huve sove,
and 1t is uzeful, and ! do nol heur any clumsur

Eo E | LT
TAT TOTe. A

25

Ibid., G:56L.

e

Theae letters were »ritten Auring the -eriod w=hen tke muestiosng of
taxstion =nd tre bzrirrurtey of the jovernment were the irentost -wtlie
rroblems of France., The issenbly of lotzbles was eonvened by the

Fine 1= 1757 40 find a metiod to nleace the couniry on s sound finane
cial basis., The de-uties kad «o ‘rntentior of riving Frunce 8 con-
stitution. The rurrase for ~hieh they vere celled end the uestion

or which they wera chiefly rrervared to set wug the reliefl of tle
govornment, There ve-e many “rerchnaer whao were interested 1r the

treriean Tirancisl exveriments in the »eriod betwsen the ‘merican snd
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French levolntions, There wezs o better -roragrtor thsn Frankli+ on
3n
the Amerlcon tencte of Lhat aublecot,

Lewis J, Oorey, an, olt., 31-37,

i

Fe exnresuaes hig belief thet the denreeiotion of the continental hills

of orndit zcted nr o gpodu 2z on holders and that it “hes Trllen
more e;ually than nuny other Taxes, 58 t ose eonle weld most, vrho,

31
Lelry richest, '3 rost Tnner vessine through their FPands M

31
Albert Fenry Smytdh, "Of the laner “omey of the Tnited Steten of

.';-‘""-\’F‘:"‘_'c."i!" g vd () G134,

Perhens 1t =onld »ot Ye s ~isetaterent to affirm '+t the nege~tance

of e wismg m the utility of neper morey wcg one Taetor which dee
ternined 200 af the Jdewutiss of the istlons! fssenbhly to favor the
foeue of Tiat roney as o finsnelsl exredient at the hecin-in- of the
Freveh frvolution. Tt is interestine to note that when thut bhody
puthorized the Firet iseve of saslemats (inell, 1700)) it -rovided thot
thay ehould he bigsed on productive renl egizte and thct the -ntes
chould heor tiree rercent interest, TFrinitlin hed fovored the Teatures

3

ol trhis vathod T tre fsoue of raner money in inmericn,

Tt vdrht e well to reafer here 4o Franidlin's zegueintance with dan ’

2:ifh, cuthor of the gglih of Yetions. sccording to Vole, Adam Smith'e




aeguaintance with the French “eorovicis antedsted T onvlints by Jvat
17

& Far wonths, Franzlinte rersonsl acquaintence »ith with is =2

TAverd 2, taley gne gitl., 119,

debstable question. ‘“snethelens, there 1s extant some rroof that the
waglish econorigt had ruch eonfidence in Franklin, 7, i, Ford, in bis
biograrhy »f Franklin writes:

“later in 1ife his intercourse =ith Fure, irice,
Tur-ot, "irabeau ard most of all w=ith idam Owith,
whg aubritted each echarter of his beslt Votd
&s he composed it, to Frenklin for discussion and
eriticlem weae” 34

34
Faul L., Ford, The YanveSided Fragnklin, /

Thie staterert »us btase’ on infareation in g5 latter sritten by “chorzh
Log:n of Penngylvanla, to a O{riend in T1E2Cy

"Tr. Tranklin once told my hushand that the cele-
brated sdar Spith, when welting kig ; 3
wzgs in the habit of Wringding chapter afuer cﬁapter,

us ke comnosed i, to hinpelf, Dr, friece =rd others

2f the litsrati of that 4sy, with =hom he w25 intimate;
petiently hearing their sbeservition, and profiting

by thelr discussions sm?! eritiedsm, ¥Noy, thoet he has
somatines reversed Fis nositionz and reeritten wicle
chanters, after nerrine what they had fo rerurk on

the subject before thexm," 3%

35
I:E'Wj.ﬂ J. :\;’-my’ Qp' gi&., 1(}60

1
Gurey poes on to state that Yranklin'sz influence on mith's economle

views w65 certsinly not grest, and rrior to 1773 was undoubtedly far



less than Mrs. lorsnte stetements claim, ler steterments zre corroborzied
he reys, nhowever, by so miieh cirecunstartisl evidence tieot they must be
sccented as estshlishing the fzet that Franklin end Frice 2id pive Smith

some ascistance while he wms urevaring the (e { “tions for the

nress. It would he true to szy that on seversl occasions Srith 4id rive
gertain nortions of “is =munuserint to Franklin end Frice Tor treir
eriticism and sup estions, znd that Frarklin nossibly acruainted him
with the Aperienl enlornial roint of vier in thoce dlspules ~ith Great
Pritain wnich caused the sirerican Sevolution, OCn the other hend, there
zre no notes or nwergarsndz in Franklin's =ritings which shor thot he
discussed /‘periesn colonlal =—rotlems with Smith, Smith was not ore of
the groun of PFrenklin's intimstes in london, 1773-1775, since ris nare
does not anpesr in the Jourpal of Jeoizh  uiney, Jr, durins his trip
ard residence in Ingland Trom Gentembter 2f, 1774 to Tarch 3, 1775,
;dney rertions mesting nearly £11 of Frenklin's friends, bvt rakes no

36

reference to Smith, The ultimzate viewnoint on the relstionship

36
Inid., 128-131,

betseen Franklin and S—ith is nrohably thet exvpressed by . i. ‘etzel

in a monograph on Franklin as an economist: .

"There can be no doubt that Smith and Franilin
-gre acquainted with each other, Put to vhat
extent Fronklin eantributed to the _ealth of
Nations 1t is imposcible to deterrine., It may
be true that Smith oecasionally consulted
Tranzlin in revising »1s work but we =re forced



to helieve that the view exrressed “btove {i'rs,
L"fg-"":'n'S) iz very zmoh exasrarcted,” 3%

43 *

ve fs ~etzel, “Peniamin Fruaniklin ns sn Cconomist®, Johns Tonkins
" ceries in Listorical and tolitical "cien Ceha

that of the zntlecristoerctic crugade. ~86 # Alalorndt e hed Tevw onrop-
tunitirs to exuress views on the elasz Alctinetion provilent iv Fronce,
Yeyertheleze his ctendf{ust artivetry towar? cercditery =obhility »us
rell-vnovm, en nttitide very srocrert $v the vidicule e fenred on
hereditary Taatures of the Trder of Cinclmneti, This sosiety wws ine
tended to rerretuste in .rerics the =ilitzry treditions of the army of
the Revolutio-ary ar snd to ereste swongat the n”ficers, itheir sons
and wale degeendants, zn “ereditury brothertood ~iick rnirht Aavelop
into s moedal und nelitlenl ~obility., “wen eshinpton z-rroved of the

38
Jrdar, Yorevar, when Fronklle heard o7 it, he at onee vixed indignont

38

3 . ,‘? L)
Pernerd Tay,

and immedintely menned bis indioeriion. Tn Janvary 25, 1764, he rrote
& long letier to hir ‘murhter, s, sarsh Dache, 10 whiek he virorously
denouneed the sociel theory of heredit=ry rrestipe:

“Tria sgeendinge Torour is thefefore usefvl to the
Stete, as it encoursges Parents to glve their
crildren & oo and virtuous Fdusstion, Bul the

L anol to Fosterity who could have no
shere in ottalring it, is not only rroundless and
shaurd, It ofter hurtful to the iosterity, csince
it is amt to make then rroud, disdaining to be
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emnloyed in useful irts, ~d thence fallins into
Poverty, ar? all the ‘sarnesses, Uervility, and
retohednegs attending it; which is the rresent
nae with wuen of whet is enlled the Yoblasse
in Furope,¥ 39

39
Albert Henry Smyth, eit., G:iléz2,

Fay etetes thet Tranklin, anxious to spreud enlishitenvent, to heln
his ~ountry ard the rorld on the wmy towsrds progress an?! demoersoy,
wzg determined rot to ¢1lov the danperous -rinelnles of =7 unerlightened
“crove to tar-ish tie urnblemished escutcheor of amerienr democricy.
Sinee he was handiesmped =z o+ offieial rerregsentative, Frankllir choge
ag a collaborator the vounr Count Yirsbes. who could fight more avenly
en’ vinlently. HRecently {reed froc orison, the thirty-three yezr old
.irsberu npsressed the crdent enthusiasr =nd £ift of elocluence =ith
which he aftersards so eminertly distinguished “imeelf in thr early
vert of the Revolution., Irunklin wse not only well acouainted with the

voung Coumt, btut wxg elso &n intimate of hls M ther, 1lxwd des Honmmes,

He entrusted to "ireles: some mages he had wrltten against the Cincimmati,

topethar =ith ao rather moor nemphlet cenunciation »f the soclety
e T 1_0

written by Aeﬁanuq Firke of South Crrolins,

10

Fernard tsy, TGl

#irabear resd hic satire on the notility to Fran“lin for his eriti-
¢ism and sugrestions:

July 13th, 178L... ¥, {lraber and Sramnfort
care snd reﬂd their translation of (iueriexn)
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¥r. Purke's pamrhlet sprinst the Uincimmati,
which they hawe -uch enlarged, intendins it es
a covered catire spaingt noblesse 1n cenersl,
It is »ell “one, There sre tlme renarts on the
lagt letter of General .. shinpgton on that
sublect, They say Oen, .ushinpton misred =
bean moment when e accerted to he of thst
society (which soms «ffect to cgll an orler),
The sane of the iarquis de la Payette .,,.." 41

41
Albert Henry Smyth, gp, gil., 1C:354,

It wes 4iffieult to find = publisher for such 8 hold and seendulous
panphlet. Franklin pave irsbhesu lstiers of irntroduction to his Fnglisk
friends #ho were to Tublish the moterial ?or kRiv in Laopdon, To &
certain Benjamin Vsughn he wrote:

"This wiil be delivered Lo you Yy Count "irabesu,
son of the ‘arculs of that nere, iithor of Liomd
dea togres. Tils rentlapan is esteered here, und
I recormend Lin 45 vour Civilitles av? Counsels,
martiecularly with resrect to the irinting of a
Pirce he has written on the subject of Zepedits

Iy on occasion of the Order of Cinelmn-ti,
lately ntiempled to be established in Avarles,
which cermot be rrinted rere, I find that zore of
tle best Judres thins it extremely »all) -ritten,
with preat Clesrness, Porce, snd "lerancs, If
won enn recom ent Pir to an honest, reasorsble
Hookseller, tint =il' undertsxe it, wou +il7 do
»1m Zervice, unt rverhans some to zrkind, ~to
ara Yoo much bipoted in many Countries to thatl
rind of imoositioDiess
een 1 think vou »i11 find tidis Gentlemsn to
roszes: T lents th-1 may ren'er "is ag uaintance
sfreeable” 42

m.’ ):26‘5"2’?{}.

Tries and Veughn 4iscovered a ruhlisher, The work was rublished under

the title of "Cormsiderections sur 1'0rdre de Cincinnstum,,, T le cowta



61
de !'irshean,” The French editiona came ocut in Senterter 178L; snother
edition wee published in London in 1785 and é ttird ome ir Fhiledelrhig
in 1786, They created onite a stir, snd thus obtained the desired
result, OGradually the orgrnlzation rodificd its bylows snd even
omitted the elanse coccerning hereditsry rembershin, This was & crest
vietory for prhilosorhy, demoerzoy and ecuslity, Feradoxically the
seneral tonie of conversation was a book attreking the nrineinles of
heredity, the %=sis of all French nrivste and public life under the

43
Rourbon monarchy, and voblished and sipned by = member of the nobility,

L3 )
Bernard Fay, feyolutlon and Freemssonry, <82-283,

Fay stutes that surprise ard emotion would have been rreater if people
had known who was really rasvonsible for the book. irabesu nolsily
clomored that he had writtern the namphlet sd thet from then on he
wuld sign every 4 ing “e arote. Ye would have heer reslly embarrassed
had hLe heen tﬁornughly guestioned zbout the real rart he had tsken in
the wor%z, and he would have been sbsolutely unable to nrove that he

rad done more than Prke, Ginruene, Chanfort, "orellet or his Excellency,
Frenklir, “inlster »f the {nited ‘tates to the fourt of France. Fry
seys "in truth, if e prest meny pages had been written by Purie, the
~nst Lnortant rerapgrechs and idena crve Trom Frunkling the iniiiativa
srnd inpetus which were resronsible €or the book came from Frenklin, ~who

L

wes the wmovine sririt of the artlesristocrstic orusade,® The Tnok

Lt
ibide, <83,




marked ihe start of & campaign intended te influence Prenck mublice
apinion spgainst ihe rreveiling social cm’!er.. fay belleves that the
cempairm wes not zceldental, since the Soclety had already changed
it3 bylaws before the took was published. Hirabean hlandly indlcstes
thét he too kpew the change bad been msde, but felt that thore was &
nead to discuss the rroblem of hereditsry nobility anyway, (This was

L5
indicated in the preface of the pamrhlet,) The feeling apgainst the

45
m. 3 2::3-21‘“4' .

rrivileped classes was heightered bt an edict of the ¥ing Aeslaring thet
all officers not noble by four gererations were incanshle of filling
the rank of caplalr ard denying all militery rank to those who were not
gentlemen, excepting the sons of the Chevsliers of faint Louls, iwme.
de CGampan Indic=tes the alfect of the edict:

"The injustice of this lam was, no doubt, a

secondary cause of the Fevoelution, To be

sware of the extent of desueir, nay, of rage,

with wrich the low Insgrdred the Third Vatate,
@ should form mart »f that honorable class," 46

L6

Jeanne Louise tenriette de Comran, leg

‘eris Antoinette, 11013,

hatever mart Franklin ms olevingeg in the carmalpn he wag Yot

-,

desirous thet tre “rench rovernment be awere of it, ..ceording to ay,

ke -ne nrotected in tils smtte}:vby the combined efforts of his lasonle

hrethren and his owr ~rudence,

L7 _
Bernard Fay, Revo N AL £ , 285,
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Intarested sn the nhilosophers were in partienler vheses of eeororie,
soeial ard political thought 2z evidenced bﬁ the hlicztions on overne
ment, oDuper money, &nd Lereditary »restipe, there sus 2ti11 & oore
tangible irterest showrn in . rericar astzte constitutiora, Prior te 1733
there corstitutlons were rabliched surrsntitiously, withovt sgovernrent
sanction, In a lettsr to Cooper &n 177G Frarklin sakes the ~tate-ent
that "the fonstitutiorsz of povernment hzve been tranalsted end rrinted
in =set 1angurfe§, gnt oare go mueh sd=ired for the snirit of liherty

LE
that reigns iv them ,..." rompver, rerziasior for the official

;]
Jared Sparks, ong cit., 8:330,

m:blieation cawe in 1782 after 2 formel request on tre rart of Pranklin,

FAM
Inid., 503-576.

fuch s Vergennes A1d not »ish to have the sublinstinp made he =~as alrost
ferced to do eso. Y& reosisted for = considerable time hut sventually
had to give =way to vublic onirion and = sort of mropriety in zd-itting
to arrear what re rad undertsten to defend, Talne pives sone ides of
the irportznce of tiis rubllcetion:

"The . rerlcan Constitutions were to llherty

rhat a premmar iz to langmape; they Jefine

its ~urts of spesch, and npracticzl’y con=
gtruet thew irnto syntax,® 50

50
Tromas faine,
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Franklir, who hed ir view only the “masnerity =ud honor of his omn

country, had, nevertheleass, the ider that the mublic-tion mirht indirectly

benefit Europe slso, In ‘ay, 1777, he srote to his Triend .svmel Soorer:

“411 Turope is on our side of the cuestion, ns far
88 anplause and good mighas can carry the«, Those
wiio live under arbitrary power Jdo nevertheless
anprove of libarty zand ~lsh for ity they almost
desrair of recovering it in Turope:; they resi” the
transglations »f our separste colony conatitutions
with rapture; =nd tiere are such munbers evervyhere
wio telx of rewmoving to .merice, with their
farilles ard fortunez, 43 soon as neace znd oup
inderendence shall be coteblished, that it is
gererslly heliaved e shall have & prodlipgious
sddition of strength, weelth, snd arts, Crom the
e~lgration of Durope; and It is ihought thet, to
lessen or prevent sueh emigration, the tyra-nies
esteblished there must relax, and zllor more
1liberty to thelr veople.™ 51

51

Jured Srarks, op, cit., B:414.

The comrents on thege irmerlican mapers were wol confined to nrivate

conversetions, they receiwed due atiention Trom the press, The "Courier

dtavignon" devoted several numbers to & conmiderstion of the Jonstitue

tiong »d wss loud in its eulogy of the religious tolerntion 2nd wise

liverty which they sanctioned and encournped, The effeot of the

nropagation of msterisl such as this on the intellirent reeder of z

country where there wasz no ecivil liberty, no legal equality, a nurtial

nroperty legislation, no religious tolnration;"éust have been very

teliing. It rust heve croused in hir bitter and revolutlonary tl.oughts

52

againzt the powers and institutions thzt then existed in France,

52

Lewls Tosenthal, on, elt., 107-109,
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The Oonstitutions surely crested 2 rrest sensation., rearle now
wors no lorger nhlired to aonsult the .rericsn envays on minor rolints
of the state roveraments, They eovld resd and re-d they i3, =ith the
utter satisfaction that ~hat they read colinclded exaetly with their own
trend of trought. To Zobert Livingstone, in July, 1783, Frunklin
wrote concerning the nubliecationt "They are very ruch xdeuired by the

53
roliticians here," cermel Homilly, the emirent Tnglish harrister,

83
Jered Drerks, op, cit., S:543.

ther on a vizit to Frenoe, ¢«<17nd on the A~arican envoy and notes the
fr.et in his “ewairs,

"The Avanfoan Constitutions were then very
recently wblished. 1 remembtor his reading
T8 some passages out of thez and exnresaing
surrrlise that the French povernment had nere
~itted the pubhliention of the- in France,
They ecertainly rroduced a very rest sensae-
tion st Feris, the eTfectse of ~hich were
rrobably felt ~any years :ftervorls,” S

54
Lewls Hosenthnl, g, cit., 176,

Piscussion of these constitutions Ylod s idess for reform in the Frevch
set un, long tefore 170 snd the Onth of the Tennls Jourt had been
teken tra Adea »* the need for o chawre in constitution wee amnrent
to the thinkers of the nation, In 2 letter to Frantlin, July 13, 178,
tte e de la Povchefouesuld writea:

"It 1s true, that ths “orm of our .Jtetes-leneral,

wirich haa underrone seversl varictions, in wery
nearly deters ped by the Alfferent mestings, =h'ch



heve toien place from 1483 tn 18243 but their
constitution is « bad one, The distinetion 'nto
thres orders, of =shich the firast, the clergy
sught not to be one; of which the second, the
nobility, is a comstitutional evil, ani enjoys
with the Tirst, rrivileges whieh are bur“ensome
to the nmationj »~f which the third, the Third
Fatate, mhlch ought to be the only one, amd
should comprehend =ll holders of nroverty, is
stil? in a grest reasaure composed of rrivileged
persons; 1 reneal this diatinetlien into threo
orders is & great obstzele to the publie pood,
by the Jdiverczity of laterests, shich may render
tiis ascenmbly s system of three hodiee inimiesl
to each athap, =nd na e of them trly frisnds
to the nation,” 55

55 '
Jared Srarks, ob, Gik., 10:356<357,

The reading of thegze constitulions erested amonr Trenchzen & Jesire to
live in americu where freedom wus nart of the usual “ny. There follosmd
an avslanche af «riting to interest reovrle in roving to imerica, Frank-
lin hingelfl contriduted to this litérﬁtnre. In 178 bte rublished an
erticle on the "Internal Ctate of americs, Peing a True Deseripiion of
the Interest snd Policy »f That Vest Contlremt,” Fe mnentinng a fe« of
the advantages of living in a free country In the srtlcle:

" 4.s Zhoewer has traveled thro! the varlous Parts
of Turone, ard shservad hov small is the Pwoymortion
of Feonle in Affluence or easy clrcunatance ithere,
eompartd »ith those In Toverty and “isery; the few
rich, =nd haughty lamdlords, the rultitrde of noor,
abioct, and rock'd Temants, and the helf-rald and
ralfestarved racred labourerss and views tere the
harvy Urdiaowiiy, thot se generally prewnils through-
sut these “tates, where the Cultiveitor sorks for
timself, end suvprorts his Fuamily In Adeceant Mleonty,
w#ill, methinks, zes abundant Heason to hlase Divine
Frvidence “or the evident znd rreat Oifference in
our Fawour, and he convinced, thet no “mtlon that
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is known to up enfovs prester Share of human
FﬁliCity oon.“ 56 .

56
“1bert Henry I~yth, gn, elt., 10:120,

“en like Condorcet were publishins ideas like the Folla=ine <hich 2re

JlAmerione SUr

L'Turgne which he dedicated to Lafayette,

"The anectacle of ejuality vhich reiens r the
Use Ta, &ud =hich znsures te it nesce and
vrosperity, can also be uvseful to Furope. e
nn lonrer helieve, in truth, that naturs has
Alvided the humen race into three or four
arders, ,.. , nnd that ore of these orders ia
zlao condernmed to work moeh and eat Yittle ! 57

57
Oeuyres de Condorcet, £:1¢.

France st this time sbounded with men who, in the pgloom of their
litraries frered congtitutions and built un steteg with slmnst the serve
zegt ant enge that litile childran twild enrd houses, They zet to work
tryive to drsft fundamental laws for Armericay they not oﬁly Ars fted
them, they even com:unleated then to Franklin,

“Sunday, July 18th .., i go>d atbe brings me

a larg> worugerdipt contzaining a2 sclheme of the
refornation of all churches and stnies,

religion, ~owmaeres, luws, etc,, wrich he nenned
in his nloset =ithout much knowledge of the
~orid, I hawe wromised to look it over, and

he is to cell! mext Thursday., It is amasing

the mumber of lepislators that kindly bring

me nex nlans Tar governing the lrited ‘totes,” 58

58
albert Henry 3myth, gu, cit., 10:356,




During the lalier vears of Franklin's 1ife few important nclitloenl

or eeononie vorks arrsared whleh were rot sent xith the zuthorl's cor-
5%
plirents for the eminent philoseovher's inspection,

59
“aleoln B, Fiselen, op, ¢it., €.

irong the writers, franklir found ~mch In comuon »ith the celebrate?
lawyer Filengierl, suthor of the _cience of Jegislation, one of the
most outztanding books of its kind, He rent - cony af severs] volumes
to Fran¥lin in Jchoter, 1785, After sriting his tender svd resmectfu)
felicltations tu the great rhilosonher, he mentions the content of the
fourth book of his rreat vork, snd zaks Mrunklin to inspeet 5t and
Apcide =hether or not it is sdund.
"These contsin the Tourth book of the work, whiceh
hae for its svhisct the ln-g which concern edu~
eatlion, manmners, and nublie instructisn, Ly idess
or these suhjects sre certsinly ne-, but zre they

sound? .8 to this volirt, it belornge to you, wore
thar to any ane elss, to decide ...." &0

60
Jared Svparks, op, sit., 10:234,

'nfortunately Fllangler] died =t the cocrly ape of thirty-six, hig work
pmfiniehed, His «fdem, oare 2f the trewendous interest of Franklin in
the work of her hushand, wrote to him fro- ¥aples, september Z7, 1788:

" wue If the latter, =hich you wrote to him on the
14th of October, 1737, had reached hirm hefore the
18t of July, the day on which the diserse sttacked
him, he would not hawr failed to answer it, snd to
send yon the copies of his work on legisl=tion,
7hich yon had requented. I chall uyself nerform
what would have been his ish, arnd you #ill receive
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eve 211 that you desire, The litile that remains
of Lis Immortel =work will shortly be orinted, and
I shall deem it & duty to sgend it to you 85 soon
28 it eomes from the rress. I ahall also have the
melancholy rlessure of sending veu, at the zane
time, the history of his life, anl ¢ zelection Tro
the hest of ris =ritirpgs,” 61 _

In the vrogress of the Revoluti-n itsel{ Franklin's ioTiuence is
felt, 1In ihe ..ssembly of votables the r~redominant rersonality -zs that
of Lafayetie, ihe friend snd cdmirer of Frenklin, He becare the leader
of the nrogressive group eccordin. Lo Falned

“ag Y, de La Tayette, frov the exrverience of

what he had seen in fwmoriea, =zs helter accusinted
with the secienees of civil povernment than the
renerslity of the rembers who compose the assembly
of liotables, could then be, the brunt of the
tusiness fell considernble to his share,"” 62

62
“howas Paine, gn, eit., 73339,

Later in the Natlonal Assembly, the band of liberal notles (those who
came over to the gide of the Third Tatate) were the “rienls of Franklin

and imerica, such zs the M™ue Je la Rochefoucanld, Dumzit «nd DYiipuillon,

63 '
Lewis jlosenthal, on, ¢ik., 173.

The introductiom of Faine into Freneh politics at this time =3 full of
significance, Intrnduced to the french rrogressives by Franklin, he

becsme well known znd his works were read extensively in Frence, The

63
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rart of his Blghts of ‘~2n concerning Furke, waus transloted bty Sovles,
and published in 17¢) as the Droits de l'iomse, The secon? rart, Hichts

of tan, GCombining Theorjes and Prietlce, s tranglsted by Lenthenss,

and zomeared in 1702 es Theoris et Fraticne des Droits de jilowm-e,

rublished at the critiecsl ~arewt = -~ the sonstitutionalists were foot

losing pround, oxine to the urmormlar ~awiiet of the King, srnd when the
Girording had theoretierl znd the Juenhing had & nractiesl inelination
for rerublicanism, the pawrhlet ~7 Thomse Faine, orenly anti-monarehial

IA

ir torm, =ns recdile welenmed by hath the martiez of the Lofi,

64,
Inid,, 267-2¢8,

Ir the Natlional Constituvent ;saahbly the stronr influence of
Aperican ideais ce~ be noted in the debates in and the rublie:stlons
end namphlets outside of that s-embly, =s well 8 by the ﬁdoptioﬁ
af the Declarstion of Riphte, the Zusversive Teto, the ot of “resdon
of Horship, Freedom of the Press, end Tingl’y the idex of 5 written

65
constitution,

65
dbid., 251.

Throughout the debates in the iasenbly, the imeris-n =ay »us quoted
oftan to explain the rossibility of making similsr laws, OGometimes 1t
wag used, other times rejected, The suastion of whether or not frince
should have ¢ legislature comnosed of one or two houses excited prest

dlscussion, The views of the hicamerslisis did not nrewvail; & single



ohazber wes adopled by - overvhelmins najority, Fested dehstes exninine
irg the Yritish and “weriesn »ays vere hald, but Loth avsterms were
rejectsd, In reg: 1 t2 tre veln the larinlavara sdanted = -ecsnre that
bore some rogsemblance to the :-eoris v smarenglve veto, The irericsn

wiew of Preedor of orest und af soeeck a8 rdopled, Tn the rethod of

o

anending the Sonstitution, Fronee made a serious hlunder, This, o

methnr with the relection of the iserieun biecameral svster were two
66

~isteken on the part of the French lawymakaers, That Fraptlin arreed

Ibid., 190-212,

with the ldes of v sinerle cherber is imdlcated ir a letter to ‘e Veillard,
Setoher 24, 1780

"ig tn the tws chaxbers, T aw of your opfrism,
that one zlone would e better; Iut, ny Jexy
friend, nothing in huren affaira =nd gcheues
iz Terfeet; end rerhens this is the crnse of
ovr opinions,t &7

&7
Jared Sperks, op, cit., 10:351,

g disecussed with Te Vaill=wd ami Tunoont da Yemours noagitilities for
(31
izproving the 'nited 'tates Counstltutlon ss late sa 1788,

&2 '
ibide, Letter to Yemours 101458, letters to Le Veiliar? 101045, 57,

Finally the tokens of deference znd resrect ~hich the “nptional

agvertly paid to Franklir on his 3ezth Indlente his friendship with



T2

its lerders., The iAssembly wos ssked by  irsbesuv {0 zo ints moirning
for the 'herefzotor of rankindt for three ﬁaﬁs, Hie eulopy gives us
soze irnsight s8 to the eglteen in ohien ne -4 held br ithe rrencn
peotle,

# #Fpanklin iz dead,” ke anld, "Tre rerius that
“read tmerdes, and voured s flood of iight over
Turopa, iuS returned to the bosor of the Divinity,
The zape whom two vorlds rlaim as their
asm, the wen Tor whom the history of sclence und
the hiztory of emnires contend with each other,
held, ~itkoul doudbdt) o Rigk rank In the hunen
TiCleevwe
The Comgress hag ordaired tirou L ile
inited Stat s, a mourning of one month for the
Aeath of Fran+iing end, at this morent, Amerlea
is paying this tribute of venerstion and prstitude
to ones of Lhae fathera of the Conztltution,
"Would it not beco-e us, gentlemen, to
Join in ihis relirionz nct, to Tear s rord in
this homage, rerdered in the fres of the world,
botn to the rights of men, and to the vhilosow
vher tho has most contrituted to extend their
sway over ihe elole earth? dntiqulty =onid
bave rzised sltare %o this mlchbty genius,
~ho, to the adviontage of zankind, cowpassing
in his mind the heavens and the earth, was
ehle *to restraln slite tyrentc ord thundertolts,
urore, enlirhtened and free, owes at least a
token of remenbrance srd regret to one of the
greatest men rho huve ever been angaged in the
service of rhilosophy and liberty.
I oropose that it de decreed that the
wtionsl Aosertly durdngy trree dAsys ghall wear
mourning for Benjamin Franklin, " 69

69
Edwerd T, Yole, 0D, Clt., 23 408-409,

Thomas Jefferzon, hilr suceessor, vays tribute to Frep'lin in
rlowing termes

® Ro pgreater proof of his estimstion 4n France
cen he civen than *he lste letters of condolence



on his death from the Mationsl Assembly of that
country, and tie community of Paris, to the
Prasident of the United States end the Congress,
and their putlic mowrning on that event, It is,
1 believe, the first irstance of tiat homage
having been paid by a rublie body of one nation
to a nrivate citizen of another, ¥ 70

0
4i1liem B, Parker snd Jonoe Viles, (editors), stters and ic
of thozae Jeffersopn, 91.

Thus, besides teing tie nopular idol of France, Franilin's influence
was folt much more deenly tvr thoze whom he new more intimntely., VHis
influence here l.is & mrre direct bearing on the French Revolution, His
early scquaintence rith the Physiocerats, led to his unguestioned acceptance
by sll the progressives of Prris, He was given the oprortunity to
clarify many of the ideas of ile msn who were later to direct the Revoe
lution itself, and to “isseminate auory lhem new ideas, His contzet
~ith zhe most distinpulcshed familiez of Frsnce, many of ~hom wzere
Husons, led to learned dlscussionsg on co-ditions in France, Fngland and
the United Stateg, togetier with mogsibtle zolutions for the nany evils
foundfin the various rovermm nts, Franklints influence can he measured
throursh the acti-ng o the men »ith ~hom he came in contzgt. Mrabesu
and Duront de Bemours were bnth in fsvor of the assignsts, a Tinancisl
nolicy <hich certainly coincided =ith Franklint's theory of paper
monev. The widesrread popularity of the Health of Rutions cearrled
rerhang with it many of the ret theories of the benevnlent vhilosorher
since “mith submitted rarts of the mamuserint to him for his criticiém.

The atolition of caste in the Ratlonsl acsenlly was the more Aesirable
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Tecause of the discussion encinecred by Fruvklin on the Orler of the
Cineirnstd, He wee resronsiXle Tor the vublicstion of the seperate
stete co-stliutione, the readliy of whiech reculted in much of the
discuasion snd oriticism -hich hsstened the MHev_lution, He introduced
Thomas Faine to the crogressivists, with the resuit that his revolutionary
morks achieved trerendous ropulsrity, Finslly, the alontlon of the
Amerlean way 1n many of the provisions of the Kational Assenmbly would
indicate the sunnort slven to amerlcan constitutions] theories Ly

by the men +ho —ers Intimately sssocleted with Pranklin during bis

residence In Paria,



CEAFTTE TII
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It is thourhd nrovoking to Jiscover that while many of the lnsders

vions Yo the Revol.tlon, his influence never seems to have srpsndared
in them the ablliity to zive “pance a definite policy for tha Suture,

Franiklin wvas in relstions, sovetimes yuite i-timats, ~1iL wany of
the men who were far ndwinced in political theory and vho were, therew
fore, resarde? aan patural lesders of their country as soon as. the
power of Bourbonism bagan to prive way. Among these prrsons ~ho knew
Franklin so intimetely that they tmew his viers on politicel mstters,
ever when he had nol mudt therm in writding, »ere irsbeau, the suthor
of the frdend of ifans !=lesherbes, vhom he called "my good Pris-nd%g
Turont de Nemours, later secretary of the Constituent Aszerblys the
tue de la Sochefoucanl?d; Lefayette, the 'ontesguieu' of his generae
tion; Hocharteau, and Ch&stélleux.

There wasz another eless of men of inferior imvortance sho played
58 well as they could their Yitile parts in the great rovemeni, among
wvhom were the Albes lorellet and Le Poche. Hale rstates thet Vorellet
£411s hslf 5 volume of his Yermoir with not too im;:drtant. reforences
to his intimaey with Franklin, snd makes it "perhupz 2 converient stock

in trede as the revolution went forward.” 1

1 FAward ¥, Hele, Frankldn ig Frzpce, 2@ 382=3E3,




Yet none of these nmen, even as late sz 1787, tvo years zfter
Frankiin left France, hed any definite idea for the future, They ~ere
rerhape Elinded by the a2pparent simplieity with «hiek chenres were
made in smerica, They sav the new concitutulons po into effect there
with what appesred to be rreat culetness and ease, They feiled to
congider that the new constitutionsz fallowed somerhat the linec of
the ol? coloniel chsrters and, therefore, introduce’ very slight changes
in the Jally conduct pf 11fe. “hat France sax was that 2 new constie
tution, so-cmlled, went into operstion at once, The sstablishmert of
the Constitution of the Unlted iiates, 1f they hed considered it at
all, would havwe sustained the lmpression that a constitution has a core
tain power to estahlish itself on the zere "say so" of those who have
voted for it, lLafayette and Dopont hored to the very last minute that
the mere =riting of s well=considered constitution in words, =ould rave

the magic nower of reeestablishing the state, 2

#

2 Ibide, 2: 3%7e380,

Yany of tlese men were theorlsts who hed 1little experience In the
type of reform they were advocating, They vmre experimenting with idess
end forms rather than partial or possirle solutions to problems,

Cf thelr ideas Adems seys:

"The truth 1s, that nore of these gentlermen had
ever hod eny experience of a free fovernmment, It
is equally trve, thet t ey had never deliberstely
thought, or freely apoken, or closely regsoned
upon pgovernrment, as it anpears in history, as it

is founded in nature, or as 1% has been represerted
by philosophers, priests, and politiciana, who have



corditiona, ile a2lso steted thet no clance cquld be effecte’ in France
unless the architect swerthres all he found end leid 2 new foundation
upon some stratum that was far down in the foumdation of French gnclety,
as there was a Talslty in French socliety, French art, French llterature
and adrinistration, He maintzined tPere weg nothine on ~hier to build,
Hale declzres thst whether this view is correct or not, it is certein
that It was not the view of the men who led the llbersl movement in

fche outbreak of tiwe Freneh Havelutlon, They felt thet o constitution

only would be necessary to remedy the conditiors. 5 In his oroposed

5 Edward 7. UYale, De Sikes 23 384-385,

reform movement of 1775 Turgot, the Minlater of Finance, said in s
Memorial to Louis YVI:

"The source of the evil, sire, i3 to be found

in this single circumstance, that the French
pacple are destitute of & constitution, They are
a soclety composed of different orders, with no
bond of unlonj o nation, the members of whiek
have 1itile of ghe necsseary end wholssome action.
and reaction,"

6 John Lewis Soulavie, gpe gike, 3¢ 1%.

For the failure of the first part of the Pevolution Adass hlames thiz
infatuation with 2 eonstitution, This belief ?m axrressed in g letter
to Saruel Perley, Jume 1G, 1800

“The Doctor, when he went to France in 1776,

garried »ith him the printed copy of that
Congtitution, and It was imrediztely propapeted



Constituilon, and it was lmvecdliately propareted
through Frrnee that this wee the plsn of governe
ment of Yr, Frinklin ..., ¥re Turgot, the Iuke
de la HocheTsuosguld, ¥r, Condorcet, snd many
otrers, became enanore? with the Conat Ltution of
¥r. Prenkline 4And in my opinion, the two last
ownd thelir finel and fztal catastrovhe to this
blind love,”

7 Charles Pranels Adams, gp, ¢it., O3 673,

Tyen Arthur Zoung felt ithat the outcome of the Heoting of the

GtateswGenersl would result in no more then a Conatitution for the

people,

"The meeting of the Steies~Ceneral of Franee
a2lso, who were now aszenhled, made it the
nore necesssry to loge no tine; for in all
human probability that asserdbly will be the
evoch for a new conatitution whicb will have
new effects .,.." ©

g Arthur Young,

It is clear enmourh that Franklin himzelf was misled by the same

inpressiona &z the men sround him, "He seems to beliewe =ith his

c‘?
constitutional friends that a constitution was all Prenee needed,? -

© Carl Van Toren, Penianin Frantlln, 657,

#riting in s letter to Benjsmin Vaughn, lovember 2, 17¢<, Fran'lin

gtates that news of the disturbance 1n Prance is alarming but ke hopes

they will he over soon snd that “Isincersly wish it may end in estabe



lishing a good constitution for that country.” 10

18 Albert lienry Suyth,

Likewize with regard to Lafayette, there is no elgn that he anticipated
an engulfing rafvlntion. During the seasion of the issembly of Notalles,
Lafeyetts a3 a member of that body, srites to Adams on the 1ith of
Jetober:

*The affairs of this country, conaldered in s
constitutional 1ipht, ere mending fast, The minds
of the nation hawe mesde 2 preat progress. Opnosie
tion is not, of course, free from perty spirit, .und
rany things are done or said which are not to much
purnose, Eut while degultory expeditions are
raxbling about, the mzin body moves sloxly on the
right road., This country will, w»ithin twelve or
fiftear years, come io a8 pretiy good constitution,..
the beat, perhaps, that can he fremed, Imt one.

Hay that one, the only one truly consistent =ith
the dignity of man, be forever the hspny lot of
the sons of fnerics, But I think & representation
#1ll be obtained in France much better than the

cne existing in England ,... 1 hear that the
convention have finished their husiness, but do

not know the result, and am very anxiously walting.” -

11 Charles Frenels idams, gp, cit., @ 456,

contenporary evidence in corresponience shows that the ‘merican
envoys were unaware thet a levolution was taking place in France., In
Anarics man‘fit for the sdminlstrative pozitions wers selacted znd
expected to £ill thelr jJods with all the ability at thelr command., is

& result our enwoys were zlow to helieve that the French adminisgirative .

leaders were so incompetent, They, too, expected that a new eonstitu=-



tion would be sufficlent to improve the goverrment of France, but

1ittle 4L they Arcam 1t vould bedng sbhout complete ond devastating

changes, 1z

12 ¥dward T, Hele, gp, eit., 2: 407,

Franklin, Jefferson, ani idams were all sware that chenpges were shout
to be made but nonme understoord nor envisioned the real revolution,
All thres were anxious Lo reform and assist in Wullding a demoeratic
form of povernment, It did not oceur to Adamg that the House of
Bourbon was to be swept séay. Ever. as late as 1727 he thoupht them
to be capeble of taking care of French forelgn policy and aseipned
the difficultier in ¥rance to 2 bad administretion rether then fo the

social inequalities smone the pe-mle, 13 The Revolution itgelf

13 Cherles Prancis Adams, gop.  cit., 53 452,

wae always incowprehensible to him:

*1 do scinowledge that the most umaceountable
phenonenon I sver behsld in the sewenty-veven,
years, almost, that 1 have lived, wes to see
men of the most extenaive Mmowledge snd

deepeat reflection entertain for = moment an
opinion that 2 denocractical republic eould be
erected in a nation of flve and twenty millions
of people, Tonr-andwtwenty milllons and five
hundred thou of whom could nelther read
nor write,”

14 Ibid.,  10: 16,
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how shall they vote, bWy order or perscons? I
they get well over this cuestlon, there ~ill be
no dAiffic-Yhy 2 fterwards, there iz so gereral &
concurrence in the gre?b points of constitue
tional reformation,” 1f

16 Cherles Prancis idana, (editor), liorks o Adama, D488,

It i3 clear enongh that ¥ranklin himselfl was -~lsled YLy the save
irpressions a3 wore the mer sround him. In the early part of 1757
he nekee few sllusions to events of n politicel nature nnd barely
mentions the Asserbly o Yotehles In a letter to la Eochefouenuli:

"Y am glad to sen that you are name? 23 one of
& Genarel imsembly to be convened in Franee, 1
?latter mysel?, that t"e preat good my acerve

to the desr nztion Trum the deliberation of such

n asse-blye. I pray God to glve it Bie Wiessing." 27

17 Albert Menry Smyth, gn. ¢ite, 53 S64=565,

In thr earlier part of Anril he wrote to the Abbe de l& Roche:

*You have, so we hear, an Assenmbly of Not:ztles,
to confer and alvize on the .“mendments of your
Lawa snd Constitutions of Governmerti, It is
resarzables thet we should heve the same projeet
at the sera time, Our Assembly is moeting next
monthe I pray Cod that Success may ettend the
Dellbverationa of Wnth Asseﬂbligs, for the
Happiness »f both Nationa,” :

12 Mo C1504.

On the 17th of April he alludes to It gpuin in a letter to Chastellewxs

"The newsnapers tell us that you are ubout to have



en Agsertly of Nol:ibles, %o consult anm imnroverents
ef your povernmert, It iz sor exhet sinmmulsare thet we
ghould he ergseed in Lthe mome Lere, &% the suue
time,eeal hore hotlh Asserblles wil1 be hlegt =ith
snccass, a0 thelr deliterations el cgunfgls may
vromote the harrineazs of hoth natiors,” *-

16 Ihid. PR | 567

Franklin 418 not pereelve wromarerntly that Prence =us on the
=gy o a more Pundarental revelutlon thsn that in ‘merien, ‘Poszibly,
Avring bls darye din Franee he nover delved dernly into the noverly
an? resulis of socizl ineguetities, Ve mantlions in a letter Lo tire
Chevaullier de 1o luzerve, inister of ‘runce to the United Utstes,
(1770«17:3}, hor pecceful conditions mere in 1730 ‘esrite tie
Lrericar ar:

¥ees Thus 1t iz a2%ways falr aatl~r in our
Farlours, it is a* Tardie alwnys Peces. The
people vursue their respective Orcupstionsg
the I'lzyhounes, the Upere, and other mutlie
Tlversions, sre at resulsrly s’ futly atten=
ded, as in Tires of »rofoundest Tronguility,
end the sere srell concerrs Aivide ve Into
parties, ‘ithin these Tew 'pez we -Te “or
or areinst Jeannot, 2 new ictor, Thic man's
perforroves, snd the merviace of the Duke
de Kicheliev, £111 up muek more of asur proe
pert Oonvarsatior, thsn soythins tist relotes
tn the ‘ar, A dsroggtration this of the
mublic Felicity.® <~

20 M. » ”::- H 30-310

Cor.™ined to Parig and 1ts neir“borhos?, moving in cireles of weslth and

privilese, Franklin was Iittle srare of the misery «rd Jesperation of
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the Freweh peorlae, The peonls oith whonm he asinciated were not of the
nohlesse, on the one hin', ror represeviative o7 the =meses on thre
other, There i: -ore than one intimstion thnt the neorle w~hor he sgw
mogt were connected Airectly or intirectly ~ith the novnrnveriches

of =mhon Chavmont wng one mnd ‘e, Felvebive also, Ve svant most of

;e

his tirme at Pazsy on the estate of

<1 Dar) Van Uoren, bovierdn fpen-lin, 657,

Farton sorys we muint oFraserye Lhat "he ga~ Tittle of Frovee sucent

the best of her .., hor rost enlisltered ven, her ronl rlessing ramen,

i

b

har woot nleacnmt -leess,”

.

£z Jares Farton, adr L1t

It seens clrongre that a man of Zemoerstin and phllenthroninc iteus

cu af

-u

gueh so rervlin germed to be, did not meie nome sort of sto
soeicl conditlons in France sn?d thelr rozszible recedy, P, when e
rlance st the list of dutlesn that “ert him everisctingly hugy, =e can
underatasd this, Pe erclose” in a letter, dated Decesber 24, 17HL,
to Crarlss Tompaom, Secretsrr of Tonrress, and a very dear Triend of
his, 2 "Iketch of 'y Uervices to the Inited Sitates", In which he oute
lined his eortribnitisng 4o the govermment duping hic stey in Fronce,
He taok cere of all tie Aviles of eomdssioner, lster ministerwpleni-

otentiary, corsil, judre of admirelty, mevchont, and Tireltly had 1o

examine the bills of exchanre Jrawn by Congress frr intercst roney, to



to the amount of tmwo rilllons and 2 hal® of livres arrially, &5 & Tew
svll of such muliiferious duties he could wery truthfully say, thowrh

he bad wlways been an active nun, he never went throurh so much husiness
Jurdng eleht years, in any part of hic 1life, z2c Auring those of his

residenes in France, 23

23 ilbert Menry Smyth, Qp. cit., ©t BUle6C7,

Franklints rerort of hinsel? scrrrely acrees with the exasrerntes
aceount of “eenss

"Imegination cen kardly conceive s sueecession of
vleasures mor< slegant an? reline? than those

which I're Frean®lin, now on the shady side of threra
seore and ten, contimied daily to enjoy in the
vicinity of Fardise=hls rorning eonatantly devnted

to his beloved studies, and his evenings io the
chearful seoclety of hic Priends == the grectest
ronsrehs of Furope hearing him with honours unested,
and the brichtest Zits nnd Beanties aof FHig Tonrt
vying with each other in their attertions to hin.
And thus, as the rolden hours rolled -~long, they
stil} found hirm hapry ees gratef:lly contrasting

his vresent plory with hls humble oripin, =nd

thence breatiding nothing but benevolernce o man wwe
firely cornf{iding in the care of Heaven «-- an? fully
rereuaded that his smiles ooul’ yet descend uocon hie
countrymen, now Tlchting the good Tipht of liberly
and haprinees,”

28 e Lo imens, Perdinaln pang 213,

“affice 4t to say that Franklin's gy doy mould Perdly howve cives him
tine to orpanize and curry out systesatired nrimarandas to overthron &
roverment or wndermine the trust o7 the French reople In a momarchial

Fovermment,
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There iz not = zincle exnressisn in any of his Jetiers or nevers
to the time when he left Franee, which show that he exsected ony cone
siderable chenre in the rovermment of the country, or tint he undar-
atnoi conﬂitionﬁ as thay vere in Fronece. According to Parton this
gilerce may or may not hewe bheen intentionals

" ses in all Franilin's writings, there is rot &
passare from which we can infer thst he understood

the conditions of France, or ile perils o the
ronarchy; which to less sapncloms ohasrvers bed

for muny years been apparert, e npay, nevertiew

leszr, have entprerended the Aanrer in 211 its

1+ inence, »nd not records? the frety for it =as

not his cue to de-cant unon anything he mey have

seer gmiss in Frence, an? his talent or silence -
wvar as re~srkable as his feliclitstion of niterarce,” <7

25 James Parton, op, cit., Al2=413,

Ils corresnondence alwast from the time of his denarture to 1700, when
the Hevolution wes well adwaneed, rives ur from month to ronth a hlstory
of the change Trom hope to fenr snd fror fesr to ahieect mizery, on the

. 26
part of the men vho were cloemst to hirm In Freonce,

;‘" rdmrﬂ T". A:SIQ’ m‘, 2: 3%.

After Franklin left Frince we flnd his friends anxious to keer him
informe” of the events taking vlsce there, Sooe exarnples of tle mention
of the Hewolution an? the prorression towsard it are pivern,

Oslonne, unable to core with the Finsnclal eonditions, lont the

confidence of the Noteblen who had bean assembled to ratify the chances



B
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which had beeomr necessary for the proaperity of France, BHoth vere
disissed by the Xing, ir #ay, 1797, Hecker, Tormerly Linistar of
Finsnce, was recalled; The abbr orellet writes fo Franlin on July
31, intosting vhat the chanpe nmiclht neans

"He 1s & wery welleinformed and intelligent man,
woll=gitilled in meracinr affirs erd men, fermiliar
with all zoun? prineiplesz, and having resolution
to put ther in practice. You must inow that entire
Treedor; of trade Tinds a plecee arone tie maxims of
hig country.... tere 1s some hope for our country,
bul. arevious Aigorder und other eauses,., mny
thwart or retard more or less tle weasures of hic
ner aimlnistratlon and 2 erisis i at ker? that
may lsy all our hopes in the dust, Put no matter,
I =241 hore, w3 you know, ;n the Turther nrorress
of the Humsn 1208, sees" 2

27 Jared Iparvs, The orks of Beplamin Frembiip, 10: 31¢,

His friend, Rictard Frice, gives some hintz of the transformation in
politieal zetivity which was taking plzee in "urope; in & letier dated
Septenber 2¢, 17571

*In this part of the world there is & spirit
rising shich must in time produce great eflects,

I refer nrincira}ly to what is now paasing in
Holland, Brabant, and France, This asnirit
originated in Amerlcemn; end, shouvld it spoesr,

that it has there terinated in a state of scciety
more favorable to peace, virtue, science, snd
liberty, an? consegrently to human hapriness ard
Algnity, than has ever yet been known, infinite
goo? will be done. Indeed, a general fermentatlion
secna o be taking place thro* gh Furope. In con=
sequence of the atlention crested by the smerican
War, and the dissemination of writings exnlaining
the nature and en? of ecivil povermments, the minds
of men are beco:ing more enlightened; an? the
8illy despois of the world sre likely to be forced
to respect human rights, end to take care not to
govern too much, last they shoulsl not goverm at all,

7

25

L
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28 Ibid., 10s 371

The Parlemert of Paris refused tn register the flnsncicl reforna

of the Zinpg and requested that the Tsiates-Generzl be zsrerbhled ta o
this, This led to the ol4 strus-le hetewsen the Xing's ~inisters and
the Parlemsnt, The ministers rere rroposing to remndel the fudieds-v
syeten which moulsd inevitably lessan the rower of the narlenents, They
vere slso unable to meel ‘he rerular expenses of rovernment since the
jarlement refused tﬁ regizter texes an? had Adone everythins it conlAd
to destroy the confidence of those who miyht otherwise hawve lowned
noney t~ the iovernment, There seeme? to be no sther msart‘ but to
call the repressntetives of the neople together. The “slateseCenersl
were surroned to meet Vay 1, 170%, There hnd been no me-tiny since
1614, and trere was conseguently, & cenernl ignorance in reszrd to the
Lstateselenerzl, The old cyz=ten of voting by clastes was vrerosterous
to the sversre irenchman of 1788, whereag 1t was ssatisfactory to those
to vhom it rould rive privilepe., At the request of the ¥Xing, the nation
prepared the famous erbiers, or lists of rricvenres, which indicated
that the prevzlling 2isorder end the vezt and 11l=defined nover:s of
the king and his ministers were perheps the fundtementnl evils, Ir @
letier =ritten ot a later dste lea Velllard rlves us éome ider of the
sitnation at this timo:

B aee [nfortunately the priests an? the nobtles

are not yet sufficlently moderate, nor the lower

clueses sufficiently enlishtenad, The intere

rediate claszmes are for this reason odious te

the former, =nd not nroperly valned by the letter,
who are dazrled and Flinded by the first rays of



a literty, of which ther hid not even an

13es, end which intoxicstes them, and

renders them incaratle 57 listenins fo reason,
The nobllity arrears to inslst unon their 410
racelve’ clalxms of voling by orders, and not

in comon en? Intividually, This wouls isie
from the Third Fsteste &ll the advantape of the
muber of its daputies, which by the rilesg is
equel to thaet of the two other orders top-ther.
They therefare insist on drliberatiry in comon
snd voting individually, which iz the only mode
of substituting 2 trus mubllie sririt for the
enirit of party, It is much to be feared that
thiz A18%9gplty will oceasion # dlsastrous
schism,* *~ <

2% Ibid., 10: 3dge300,

Franrlin became awsre of the danrer and {trouble in FPrznce and seemed
upsel about them, slnoe he 213 not sxpect actual 4lsorder but orly
reform. He said very litile, however, and mentioned the Aisorders
but twice Auring this period, On the 17tk of Felruary, 1780, he
wrote to Le Veillard:
H oeae 1 have been concerned to heer of thae troubles
in the internel govermment of the esuntry I loves

and hope that some rood may come out of therm, and
that they may en? without mischief,”

30 Albert Henry Smyth, oD. cit., $: 638«635,

In Februery, 17€! he wrote slso to Yme, d'tioudetot, in which he
mentioned the disorder in Frence:

" es The sccounte I have heard of the “isunderstands

ingas and Trouble that have srlsen In the Cowermment -
of that deur Country in whick I pass'd nine of the
hapriest Years of sy Life, pove me a great dezl of

Pain, but I hope al) will tend to its Cood in the “nd." n
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31 Ihide, 10t AdtediS.

On July &, 1728, Conloreet, ancther former aszoclate, wroie of zerious
corditions in France:

7 hes the ardstoeratir snirit ., at this mouwent
is throwinr evervibine into confuzion kere,
Friests, noblec, 211, unite sgeinst the poor
citizens....This league, 8o mmerous in itsgelf,
has increase’ 1ts strenpth by clarors apainst
desnoticme o0 I hope that ve shell get
through, and that w»e shall have neither civil
war nor bariroptey, in srite of 211 thaet our
praterded natriots are sevine an? Asing te
Jead us to hoth,Y

32 Jared Zparks, gp, cit., 103 353,

The Mue de la kochafouce:l? confirred bis fesrs in a letter Jated
July 12th, 1773

" ewee The excess of the evil awakere? vs 2t last,
¥, 20 Crlonne made imown the disastrous state of
the (incnces hls successors emnlovesdt vlolrnt
mesnsy the classes, which had been ihe realous
surmorters of tre royal suthority,.. fourd Lhelr
only means of resistance consisted in ealling
nublie opirien to thelir cid, They have made :n
aposal to the nation ant the StatezeCeneral are
Asnanded with one voice from one extrenity o”
Frence to the othere..., The ministers, instesd
of skillfully vielding to thirs eall, have ahown
it repupmance sarl defer announcing thelr cone
waeation, The more rervmance they shor,,.the
more it is to te feared that the exssneratior
wlll lncresse,”

33 JIhid., 10t 354
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Franklin's enswor to the above letter showed hls relief in Pinally
understunding th» situstlon, but he still oers not shox that he undere
stood Just what turn {he revolution wonld take,

"1 received and read with prest Flessure ,.. ryour
letter of the 14th of JWly., It zave me s wore
eclaar and most satisfaciory lecnmmt of the presert
State of ffairs in your Country thar any I haove
heen zhle to obtein, Tou Jusily mrrose ther pust
be intereating to me, 1 love France, I have one
trousard Reassas for doine so; and rhotever pro-
motes or imdwedes her larriness affacts me as 17
ghe wars my "other, 1 hope a1l will en® to tle
peneral idvantage.," 34

34  Albvert Fenry Jmyth, op. git., S1 605

He hed buvt very recently encouraps=? le Veillsrd in ¢ letter dctes
October 24, 17651t

"1 ar wmuch concerned to hear the Yroils in your
country, tut hope that they will lea? t5 its
advantage, ‘ben thia fermentation 1s over and
the troubling parts subslided, the wine #ill be

 Pine and poogd, snd chesr the heerta o those who
drirk it," 5

35  Ibigd., %1 673 .

He evidently expeétad B early ending to the disorder ar is shown in
his letter to the ibbe Morellet, Decexher 10, 17401
*1 hope the lete Troubles in France sre nesrly over,

'Tis 2 country that I dearly love, and in whose
Prosperity T feal nyself deeply interested,” 3

3¢ Ibid., 9Ot 691,
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In the follovin; letter to the Comte de Uoustier, Franch rinlster to
the United Stotes, Appll 27, 1709, the eve of the opeﬂisﬂ of tho
Statos=leneral, e find that he still does not seen to grosp the sire
niflicance of the violenece wrich wes displayed im Frunce:

"y Best <ishes also Aittend the Dellidberations of
your zreat Councll, the Staotoselernsral of Prance,
whieh meets this Doy, God grert thern Temmer and
Tarmony; ‘lgdom ther must hawe smons them su®ficiant
if Pession il auffer it to onerate, 1 pray sine
cerelr that Yy meerns o the Asserbly the pubklie
interests may be advsnced and succeed, and the future
Tel®nre and Glugg of the Frenek nstion be Tirmdy
egtehlished,

37 Ibide, 10: é.

In the meantine, le Veillard wrote to him April 25, giving hin a
vary definite knowledere of what hed taben place during the nast vear
or mores

"o are st last on the Zve of the assembling of

the Ulataz-leneral ,... I 45 not nox how much
good they »ill 4o, Yut in the reanvhile people say
T nrint whatever they rleasse, and noboly is sent
to nrison, The damanis of the depmtatlions nre for
the most part publicly ‘mawn, ‘any glve wvery
marrovw limits to the royel authority, an? all withe
out excention require that ... a congtitution ghall
be estahlished, which shall pive lepislative
aunthority to the netlion ... which shsll pive 411
gsecurity to the liberty of the press,..s They
demand the sbalition of ell privilages and exeups
tions relating to the peyment of taxes, the reform
of 2ivil and eriminal laws, and the resvonsihility
of ministers,,,. Tha disturbances in Brittany ...
not a hindred persons in all have be~r killed,...
Yost of the aszsewhlies of Peris and the vieinity
have besn svek scones of tumult that, after a long
tive spent in useless clamor, they have penerally
heen oblimed to bresk up withoubt doing any husiressa,
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sase the nopuloce ... hove been fuiliy of great
fisorders and have plllaged houses, burnt furni-
ture, maltreated a2nd oven kille? zomt O raoNZeess
It wes Paun’ necsssary to fire uvon the recnle,..
Lthere were near & lundred pergons killed ond =t
leagt as many wounded,..,” ¢

386 Jared Sparks, gD, cit., 103 387-388,

~urprise at the turn of events made FPranklin esutious in s rerly to
Ie Veillard!s letter:

¥ ess I make no Remarks to you concerning your
Publie affairs, teins too remote to form just

Ld

Oninions concerring theme..." -~

39  Albart Henry Sryrth, gpe. cit., 10: 35,

The last news trat care to Franilin from the 014 “orld related to
the Aszembling of the Ygtotes Genersl, the theft of the dilsmond necke
lace, and the ominous gloorm of the revolution, There is no evidesnos
in his correspondence to show that he knew anything about the formstlon
of the Nationsl Assenbly, by which the Third Ustate succeesfully ase
serted 1ts claim to represant the nation and received its force from
the Tennis Court Oathy nor was he informed 5 the dreadful ha-renings
of the bloody July days in which the Bastille wsas beselged and tsken,
castlen and homes were plundered snd Aempllshed in the country dige
tristsy he was ﬁot awere of the Jdevelopment during thes fngust days
wherein feudaliom was destroyed in Prance, an? the Teclaration of the
Rights of Mar mas preparad; ke had heard nothing of the phastly Mareh

of the Tomen early 1n October an® the irmpriscmment of the roysl ralr;
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nor had he bean Lol of the decree of November 2,‘which confiseatod
all Church properiy shich was used lzter oﬁ far the secenrity needed
in the lmsvence o the Tanons asslpnats,

On lovenmber <, 172¢, Frandlin wrote to Benjamin Vaughnm of hic
concern for ranos, but he Adses not indicate uny specific ‘mowladre
of eventat

#*The Havolution in France iz tr ly surnrizing,
I sincerely wish it may snd in establishing o
good constitetion for that country. The nige

chiefs an? troubles it suffers in the oneretlon,
however, give me great concern,”

40 Indd., 10: 50,

Speaking of the progress rade during the firsi sesslon of Conrreas
under the new Constitution in the United 3States, Franklin wrote to

John iright, on November 4, "1 wish the styugles 1n Francr may and

1A

as happily for that nation,” ilternately hs expressesz home that

L1 M' » 1Cs E:O.

France =il partale o the hlesseclngs derivesd Pror freedor znd equality,
and on the otber hund heweils tha fuet that tle »einzs of vesching such
g conition are g0 Armstie, In a letter to Sarmvel “oore, “ovember 5,
he writes:
*I hope the Tire of lﬁherty, which you mention es
spreadine over ‘urore, =#ill aet unon tre inestisahle

rights of wen, az comuon Tire doos unon guldy purlfy
without Anstroying them; so that o lover of lihertiy



42 Ibid., 10: €3,

He indicates in a letter to Jeun Baptiste le Koy and also to Le Velllerd
that he knows nothing shout the rzdicsliss «hieh has tien hold of France
since he feels tha' by this time 211 should he over. To le Koy, he
writess '

“Creat mart o7 the news we have rad Trom Paris,

for nezr & yesr nest, hzs been verv aflicting,

I sincerely wish and pray it may 8l) »~n? well
an® hanry, both for the ¥inr and the Nation " 43

43 Ibid., 101 66,

On e snwe Ary he vrole to le Veillard, remeating his hope thst order
ha? been restored:

"The Troubles vou howe had in Fards have afflleted
me o grect deal, 1 hope by tils tinme they are
over, ond everything seliled as It shoul? be, to |
the advantase both af the Finr and the Ystion,” b

Aja Mo, 10: 70,

Eis hore that the 21iffimilties in France were over are certainly nree-
mathire and show kis laeh aof knosladre of whet ras sotuallr feving
place, o wrote to la Rochaloucauld too, on Novemher 13, asking hin

to examine his eroiprs corefully and eritically, now thet he hos time,



<7

"I should not venture to make thie Feguest bnt trat

I hore your mitlic »Trirs, whileh rwst hove taven

tp meeh of your Time, szre nov setiled; 1 uincemly

home to theo metesl Advanlizee o7 bhoth “Ing and fatiosn,” 45

-7y

45  Ibvid,, S &1, Tuis lettar, aceordin*ly to sarl Ven loren,
n Agtoh . + Pe 777, ig incorreetly
dated in Smyth, The Jate iz “nvvmbar 13, 1788 not Toverber 13, 17:0

Py Neosnber 4, 1769, Frantlin =as still troubled sbhavt eonditions
In Yrence, but sac in trem something which in the lonp run ~i7bt be
oulweirhed by the irereese of libterty [or the French nstion. In 2 letter
%0 David Hartley he writes:

"Trhe Zomwulsions in Prance sre ettended «ith sove
disarreealle circumstancesy but 17 by the strur-le
she obtuins =nd secvras for the llatinn itz Tuture
Liberty, snt a poo’ Conatltution, &8 fer Years'! Fne
Joyment of those DMessings w11l anply repair 1l
the damares thelir dcguisition mmy heve oeccasioned,
God grant, that not only the Love of Liberty, but
a thorough Vnawledge of the Riehts of Yan, may nere
vade sl1 the Hations of the Farth; so thet a Fhile
ogovher may tet his Pont snywhere on its Surfaee,
and ssy, "This is my Country,” 46

L6 Ibid., 10: 72,

Thug Fran'lin was made aware o part of the Alerirtion amang those
who had been hiz heloves? associntes in polities and snclely, btut hapnily,
he 2ied too soon to ritnesz the aoful heavoe vrovpht in the =114 tumidt
of the Dewnlution when Le Velller? rerished uron the Fevoalutionary scafe

fold, Lavoisiar by the ewe of the Cuillotine, and Condsrcet dled of



ef

/
poison upon & wrlison floar, L7

47 Ibige, 10t 48Fey

It iz ohvious that neltler Prentlin, nor hiz imerican znd Prench
ascoclzater, ha? any ¥novledpe of the trend that the Devolotion -n: to
tele, They ware degsirous oF the refore whieh {ormed the fayarite torle
of tielr rhilosonbhls Macuenion, Wt they were confident thrt trese
refnrns eonld be efTecbrd hy werely presenting them 1n wmritten Torm to

the people, If Franldin new of events after the mesting o the Iteles

Genaral he hag left us nothing in his correspondence to rrove it,
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AT e b e

Cbvirusly the Influence of Franin in Fronce ase grest snd did
have & direct boursig on the Frerch Jeveliticnes Howewer, he used no
woll=dell od, cryanized yrepuprandist acticitlies Yo underrmire or overe
tirow the Freneh ronsrehye

Fropplin gs & - urlie fipure earitallized on the porulerity éf the
arorican eauge in France to obl.ir the Alllance, Frorm the vary firct
eemart of Nie wrrival he anlc od the esteer gnd respect of ihe French
nation a8 & whtles lron firding the Averican csuse already vorilar he
get ¢ul Lo win the Court and the Covernsent to hie caupe, narely the
s1lisnce, The great sde peticen of Lhe Fronch reo:le for Frantlin
himself was ohiefly recvousritle fer vis success in causing the
Governmort to capitulates The rrepagrands which he used to effect the
Allignce cuused toe Froneh te becore even rore aware of ihe feasibility
of demceratic rovernment, Franilin did much to encourare in them & love
and zpyrecistion of Amerlezn 1lesls and rri:cirles, =ith ne cencedouw
offort, cwever, of wndernmining the axlisting French rovernmert,

Toe Alllarce itself, for «hich Fr n-lin a=s chiefly resronsible,
was inrteupe- 14l In lmrerylng the Franch Revel :tlone It ernated & deficit
in the Freneh treasury shich the rovernrert found rmeet 717f1euld to
serrects  This deficlt breg ht ahout incerocsed taxetion, nd the cone

sanae. L cicgatiefacticr en the @ urt of the Frernch roorle who ¢ritically

wateed the fatlle attenrts of their prvernrent to reredy the citustions



The &lllance roere ited French officors ard sclliers ¢ geb & tasle
of arecicsn 1ife swi the exporirres of zeei- - how dermceratice idenls
were actually ret Irto jractices The obvlcus resui’t ef such cortact
weg tre stterph on Y e vart of thems saie ren to use wihat inforration
they had in reenrd to Lleldr oun poverumert whan bie op;ortaniiv und
nead for a chamre in tha vrocess of povernrert becare avrw,e"t to thom,

Fron'lin as the ran of learni,, the rrogrossive tairkor, the
Fire ballever in the der-erstiec way of living, exeried irevendous
inf3 oree over the rrourn vhe broarht about the secizl and sconorie
ctonges In Franes ~hich eulnd: wied In the enrly yorb of the Revclution.
Y 48 early aenuairtonce +ith the ihycicerats Yed to s unmuesticned accere
tznee Uy &ll grours in kards, It ls ol whether Frunilin atteorpted
te Influence the opinice or judpment of neet of the veorle with hom
he cume in ccortmedl, ut 1t i¢ certiln that with theze nith wher he wus
most intimstely me-isinted he exerted strony Influeice rartieularly in
the realms of poli'ical nd vhilesopridesd theurht, Hhere he 2id nct
do a great deal to chanre or Torr thelr opinions, he Aid sicceed in
clerilyinge ther and meki ¢ 1t yoceible and even desirable for the

corstituticonsliste, for exarrle, to attewrt sore rort of plan of
reforme  Jhat Le belleved An neld ~rout wel 4 with thcge vhor he hnew
and advired, ‘*herefore it Tollowed thalt 'y belisved In roany cases
e e dide B 1n cortact 4l1th ven 1ive Corloreet, Nirnbeau, la Roches
foucsuld, la Fryette, nnd ciler 1rf? erti-l Wasons and rembers of the
best Irench families, led to learned ‘iscucslions ond correrative stuiles

of Fr.nee and Arerles, Frunee and orpland, and the -cossible sclution of

100



evils in tlose countries, dhen things bapen to Jook bed in ifrence the
Ima i ative gritings and plans of thase mem took on a resl as;ect and
they sterped playing at corstitution=-making and sttempted to o so in
earrest, yrofiting or not by thodr discussiors with Frunkline Theze
ariters, vhe were rrolific in thelir literary cutrut duri-g the rosie
derce of Froniin In Faris, beczre irominent &n relitice during the
acsersly of Notables., Later the application of & rart of Yre imerican
systen, guch & ““e abeclition of cmate, ecuallty, fresdor of reliricn,
freedor of the rrega, wera debsted upon with great veherence and
deteymiration in the National hssewbly by thsse sano men,

The outstandiry Foce which cdominated &ll of Franklinfs actions was
the desire to rake others lmcw =nd wyyreciate the best my to llve ard
be roverned, As a ;-}:il;iso;.- ar of Hig tlre he was anvicus to hare his
road fortune <1th the world in srerorsl, He stutes in & letter te
Samuel Cooper, Hayl, 1777, just tow Irrortant he corsidered the
rreparation of derceratie thoorys

® ees it i8 & commen oﬁsemt.ion here, that
cur cause is the gguse of oll pankind, and
that we are fighting for their liberty in

defendirg our owme It 18 a gloricus task
essisned to us by Frovidenceseee * 1

1
Jarsd Sparks,

Althic gh 1t would seem Lhat Franklin should have boen aware of

.

avents as thay were harpening in France, there is little or no evidence

in bis veluminous corresronderce tiat he had even 1b ht knowledpe of
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the ranical Revcliticn which wes to break cubt in Frunce jﬁat three
years sfter his deverturs, He 7as aware that a reforn moverent was on
but doss net Indicate any knowledgs of the terrihle ccrditicns there and
the subaequént racdical revolution,

Condoreet has ; iven as éore i: Aiecation of the irnfluence or at lez .8t
e definite staterent of his possible iInfluance in his oulery of Frankling

® He leoft France, riving ter as the reward of “er service, & great
2

example, and losgor

Sdward Z. Hale, [Erapklin ip France, 2 415

This staterent by la Hcchefoueauld, perhaps ever rore clearly, defines
the extent of Franklin®s influence in France, It explaine what rart he
vay have rlaved, 1f any, in encoiraging the French Revolution, It was
written from Varennes, July 12, 1789, twe years efter Fran:lin left
Frances

P dhile you are busy in these great matters,
France, whor you left ialking zeslously of
liverty for other naticns, bepgisrs to think
thaet a spall rortion of tls same liberty
#culd be & very rood thirg for hersalf, Good
#crks for the laat tbirty years, and _yoar
RS i ; : 3831, have ene
lithened us much; while our ziniatara, EClg=
tisee desotle, and soretliszes rapacious, have,
by tielr attacks urorn rersoral Jihewty or
rroperty, led men to the axmwiration of
great rrincipies; an lgnorance of = leh,
ror.etires roal ard soretires conventional,
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left us in & riate of oslm, =hich was by no
reung cajppiness, tucwrh frivelous, unenlightoned
and sturid rcerlae .ee thousht it was, ® o3

3
Jared irarks, Qe Clke, 10: 355

Thus, Benjamin Franklin -id exert influence on France befcre,
dardng avd after hiz recidence tieres, There is corcrete eviderce to
show trat he wae res;onsible for conditicning the rrogress of the
Revolution, however, rather than causing ite He was responsible for
clarifyirg French idess on conctitutioral government with the result
that they copied the American way,., Finding thie type of consiltution
11Y-zuited to thair needs the Frerch radicsla became dissatisfied,
#ith the increase of the very cbviocus discontent, *the residt wmas the
ususl roaction of issatisfied and disco: tented raldcale === a bloody
rev-lation,

Trere 18, however, nc concrete evidence to sh-w that Frar'iints
influs.ce #ne subversive. His Hasonie influence wee felt in France,

4
it the extent of it can be conjectured only,. '

4
See Arpendix
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