





































































































































































































































































































CHAPTER 2I0HT
The Flot igsinst Foland, 19571958

From Novamber, 1847, the Nazls had a definite plan
Tor sctlon sgeinst Poland, and while the evidence »ill not
support the thesis that this plan neeeszarily sntalled
military aggression, 1t is fadr to say that essentizlly
the Cerman plang prosented the Poles »ith only two alterw
natives: elther they would have to yleld to certain Cerwman
demands, and accept the role of satellite, or they would
have to faes the full fores of a Jerman onslaught.

Cn June £3, 1857, in his *Dirsctive for unified pre-
paration for ¥ar,® the Releh-linister for War and Commund-
sr-in«Chief of the Armed Forces revorted:

The general political position jJustifies

the supposition that Germany need not consie

der an atteck from any side., Grounds for this

are, in adaitlon to the lack of desire for war:

in alwost 2l)l Mations, particularly the Vest-

arn Povers, the deficlencies in the prepared-

ness for war of a nusber of Htates, and of Rus-

sia in particular. 1
¥ithin a few wonths adolf Hitler was to decide that the
pariod of Cerman preparation for action had come to an end,
apd that the time for action {uself had arrivsd,

1 office of United Statas Thief af Counsel for Pro-
secution of 4xis Criminalivy, ‘ and

%gggg%%gg%‘ 8 vols. {«wanzngta - n t@d ut&t@ﬁ
rinting Office, 1348}, I, 613,
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on Hovember I, 1837, ths Fehrer met in the Reich
Chanecellsry with his top siiiiary and political aldes,
Aermsann 0oring, Conatantin von Neurath, admiral Zrich
Readeyr, General von Fritsch, and Generalfeldasuarschall
von Blomberg. Colonel Hossbaeh, Hitler's «djutant, pre-
osured a pemtrandum on this mesting st »hich the Fuhrer
sroposed as the subject of discussion "fundsnental ldeas
on ths posnibiiiniws and necessities of expanding fore
eigh polley..u"“ Hitler stated that 1 he died, the ldess
he was about to advince wera to be understood #s consti-
tuting bis "lasgt will anc t@%tﬁmﬁﬂt.”&

The poliey aim of Germany, &&id Hitler, must be to
sehleve the securlty of the Heleh snd the preservation
and propagetion of the nution; it was, he sald, therefore
5 guestion of Lebensraum. Hitler then proceedsd to argue
hiat neither a poilley of autarchy nor an ingreased snare
1o »orld industry and commerce could guarantse to the
German nation the necessary Toouas for its preservation,
Hixed results might be expected {rom sither of those
policles, he suld, but in tnoe long run nelther polley coulA
satisfy German raguirwmant&.ﬁ After an alpost unintellige

ible discuscion of gecpoliticsl uand economic theories,

[9es

Office of Unitesd Stutes Chief of Counsel for Pro-
ssgution of Axis Criminelley, I, 877.

& :nggﬁ, Da &77.
4 Ibig., v. 377,
5 I E;Q ies PP. 878-573,
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the Fubrer concluded that German polioy had to 3im &t

raocuiring wors i

In oconsidering the guestions of where, how and when
tnls "living-spaces” was 40 be obtalned Hitlsr cynically
observed that "The question {or Germany 1ls vhere lhe greate
est posasible conquest eould be puede at the lowest westa”?
The coveted area was, generally, in Central furope, and
singe both England and France were recoynized as "hateful
foes” who would onpose bLOLh Gerpan ovarseas gzpﬁnﬂxan and
& "Qerman colossus in the csnter of BEurore,” he concluded
that "The German cuestion can be solved only by way of
farce....ga wmust place forece with risk at the head of our
srogram,”

Hitler then proveedsd to welight the relative strangth
of Germany srl hepr prospective foes, and fgaally remarkens
thst Germany could walt no longer to aet.lg The “"security”
of the Reich, ne sald, desanded thet iustris and Czecho-
slovakia be conquered first, since they flanked Germany;
furthersore the large CGermasn populations in ihose countries
rould provide the Releh with troops, and e [lelds would

11
supply 1t with foodstufis, It wus quite clear, from the

8 office of United States Chief of Counsel for Pro-
secution of ixis Criminelity, I, 380,
7 Ibld., . SBO.
8 Jblig., ». 380,
9 Ibid,, p. 582,
10 1vid., pe 283,
11 1pid., p. 383,
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whole tenor of Hitler's statements, that the proyosed

conguests of iustria nnd Uzechoslovakin rers not ssen v

ar ends In theomselves, but rathor as weans for the real-

1zution of even mors wmoivious conouests.

On the vary day of this fatsful meeting in the Jhane

gellery the Pollisih Asmbassador in Berlin wes recelved in

duwdlsnce by Hitler, snd in the communique issued after

tha

interviev it wes stated thot the two powers should

18

continue to Live at peusce, Yet, before sight weeks had

rassed Muckensan became the new Cerman subnusador to

Rowe; before lesaving to tuks up his post, dacksnsen saw

Hitler, and luter told von Velzsicker thut the Puhrer

Bal told hlm thet the Sudetens and Baltices were Cermany's

gonl,

&nd thet the Corvifor end border states ware

Taventually” of interest to Gerwuny. On tniz occasion

Hitler diseavowed any duzire to rule over noneGermans, but

stated that 1Y he did in faet come to do s0, 1t woull be

ovep-non~ermans in the bordsr states. The Fghrer tols

¥ackensen that Italy wea 10 recelve s free hand in the

14

¥editerranesn and Gersany in the Borth-sust,.

12

ot
4

Intmr gtionsi Militery i?lBUﬂda, irte
i alsg B B

g m E

0ffice of the United Stutes Chief of Lounsel for
Prosecttion of ixis Criwinallity, I, 677.

Ernst von Welzsicker, Mewoirs of Ernst von ?aiysacker
tr.lJohn hndrews {Chicsgo, Henry Regnery Company, 1951;,
P 29,
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in March, 1888, Just aitsy the Justrlan j

jerman shop vindows bheg on to display maps seiting forth
the eventual coundaries of the Third Heich. Included
witnin these frontiers wars portions of Crecnoslovaikis
and Poland, German Uwits &rlﬂnH& most of Holland, Alsage-
Lorruine anc Flemish ﬁu&&_um,l 4 luftwaile pap Lppesars
ing in ¥ay dejpdcted German alr buses within Yassumed®
frontiers ol the Relch; thess bases were located in Pge
tonia, Latvia, Lithusnisz, Crechoslovakia, Poland, iusw
tria and Hungaryelﬁ

On April 1%, 1648, 3drinz rointed out to Hussolini
and Count Clamo that possession of ﬁaham%$ and %oravia
would make vossible an satisok on Poland,  Polish pollabe-
pration in Ruzi asggression in no way won tae gratitude of
the Releh. aftser the sustrian erisls, during »hieh Poland
hed remained unalsrmes, the German Forsign Zinistry sus-
pected that Warsay was secking to eatablish hegemony over

18
Lithganina, Desrdte tne Tast thot durdng the %day Crisis”

wi

13 Jonn uhumbwriaia, &idx

%ﬁ&ﬂH 1tférﬁ

Po 6“'1'

aaé),

18 Office of United Htates Chis? of Counssl for 2ro-
gcution of sxis Criminality, I, 878.

17 Internstionzl Eilitury Trivunsl, XX, 411.

18 ynited Gtates Departmont of

jored “aZi0 2
xﬁ&n ﬁé_kﬁaxnwh (Bep igmmfmﬁhﬁ ;ﬁwg), 8 vwls-

{#ashington, United Qt&t&ﬁ Sovernment Printing Office,
1948), vV, 4i-4%.



of 1858 Poland had shown that Lt =ould not perslt Massian
forces to coross Polish soll gp route to the defense of
Crecnoslovakis, in sugust the Hibbentrop ¥lnistry noted
that,
After the setilement o0 the Crzechoslovakian

question, It will be generally sssumed Lhal Po=

land will be next in turn, 19

During the first Czechosluvaikian criels Polish ame
bitions, as we have seen, cCaused annoysnee in Serlin, and
390 durding ths second ¢risis the Garmans?éack sters Lo (roe
vent Poland {row seizing certain &t%&ﬁ.a These Polish
sxbitions caused ¥oltke to suspect, as early as the {irst
weelk in Dotober, 1358, thut Polend entsrtained drsams of
lesding a block of Eaﬁ%&rﬂ dtates against both Germany
and the Soviet Knian.ul

Ywen alfter #¥unich there wore men in Yarsaw who
apparently believsd thut they could trust Hitlerts pledges
not to thresten Poland. Thay had the Fuhrer's rromise of
September to rely uren. In & spesch delivered durdng the
course of that month Hitler ex.ressed his conviction that

the Pact of Junuury 26, 1834, "...7i1l briag «ith it s
1% rnternstionsl Hilitary Tribunal, XI¥, 411.

“0 See above, p. 96.

£l United States Departmsnt of State, Jogcupents op Ger-
man Foreisn Lolicy, feries p, V, G5-86.
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persanent pecification.® It was the old, old theme, re-
peated to the point of tediousnass,

Meanwhile, the wajor German-Folish problems had been
developing along lines inimical tu peace between the tvo
countries. In these developments, too, svidences of a
German plan of aguression agalnst Poland cun be found,

Despite the Cerman-~Polish Kinorities Declaration of
Kovember, 1937, the gondition of the German minority in
Poland made no material change for the beiter in the months
that followed., On Hovember £5, 1937, the German Forelign
Office noted thuat Polish Germans in Upper Silesia were
being dismissed from industrial @mpf;ment; on January 11,
1938, the Hinistry conszsidered that ghere had been no pro=-
grass on the issue of the minurity.wa The grorth of Nazi
influence anong the}?@liﬁh Germans after the Asustrian jin-
schluss was marked.£4 But on May 21 Herr Forster, National
Socialist leader in Danziyg, was 1n3t?ucted not to conecern
himself with the minority in Pﬁlané;g5the time had not yet
come for risking antagonizing the Poles, $till, there wsas

22 Norman H. Ba

Al ril 1980-;

éfi? P&ess,

%% United States Department of State, D ents op Ger-
map Foreign Poldgy, Series D, V, 2931,

%4 Raymond Leslie Buell, Polund: ggx_ﬁg,ﬁggggg (New York
plfred A, Knopf, mzzsé)é,ﬁgp. %50 ’

25 United States Derartment of State, [ocuments on Ger-
man Forelen Policy, terdes D, ¥, 1.




& gradual worssning of the situstion} by June 9, 1838,
the Pollsh prass was complaining of the Lreaument of the
i

Falish minority in &@rmany,Wﬁanﬁ by June 17 the Uerman
Govermmsent was busy collecting « dossler on the conditlion
of' the German minority in ?mlaaﬁ»m7

German doQuments Hrove that the Gerssn pinoPity in
Foland was being used, by 13488, to subvart the Polish
Ltate. & meporandum by ihe Office of Cultural Poliey
Darartment noted thuat the Forelgn Ministry orposed the use
of the sinority by German wmillitary intﬁlligﬁnc@jbaeauae it
exposed the Cerpan element o Loo many ﬁ&ng@rﬁ.ﬁa Too, in
the autumn of 1848 the Volksdsutsche Mittelstells complained
to General Haushofer that the position of the CGermans in
Poland was "intolersble;” in resorting this to the Fihrer,
Haushofer suggested intevvention in Poland, and Hitler ree
plied that be %.,.4did net lntend to put up any longer =ith
the eanﬁagt of our Justern nelyhbors towsard his fellow
Gﬁrmans.“hg

By late 1858 Adoll Hitler w»&s also mnxious to bring
an end o the Danzig problem in & manner satisfactory to
Germany. Danzig, too, hed frequently festured in Hitler's
reassuranges to Poland, In August of 19356 he had repested

£8 United EZtates [epartment of Itate, Docupents op Ler-
., Ben Forelgn rolicy, gerles D, V, 5%
< M"i e 540»

£8 Ibid., np. 11u-115; document is dated June 9, 1238,

€9 Ibid., p. 128; document is dated November 1%, 1838,
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nis »ledge not to vioclste the status of Danzig or the
position of the Lesgue thers; on this occzslon he onge
more played on Polish fears of ﬁ??ﬁi& by rewinding ¥ap~
sav of the perdils of &alﬁﬁeviﬁmqad In Jenuary, 1837 the
Fuhrer told Lidpakl thot Hationul Soeclalisw in lsn:zig
would prove a gusrantes ol peues there iiﬁ of §00d Pela-
tions between the rree JLluy ano kalanﬁ.u

In Bastember and Qotober, 1837, wihnlie the Germane
Folish dilscusslons relative o the Upper Sileslian zine
ordties rejgime woere under way, the Poles made efiorts
to win over Berliin to the idea of n Joint decliration
on thi gstitus of Danzig. This Berlin refused to consie
dsr.gw On Jctober 18, 1837, von Heurath told the ??}ﬁa
that Danzig had oventually to raturn €0 the ﬁeich,mﬁbut
on Novembzr 8 the Fuhrer sromizad that thers would in

34
any event be no fult ageownly in the Free Jity. In

0 Republic of Poland, ginistry ror Forslgn Affalrs,

21 f;&”;mé :‘:0 “‘ti-‘{dﬁjz g !1 ££!

niun, Kumhma«m, L4 i

moeupants copoasrnin.

31 Baynes, II, 1334,

a2 Unltea ttates Dspertment ol 8tate, [0 Gupe-

mapn Forelgn i Surdes L, ¥V, £-15, Jr thp docuw-
pents covering these reparks,

45 Ibid., H#.19.
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Junuary, 1838, Hitler tola Colonel Beck that Danzig, as a
problem, haed Tentirely lost lts menaclng cnaraet@r.”gﬁ
Later in January the Germans wepe surprised thst the Poles
sxnressed willingness wo ca;g:@id&ar ousting the lesgue
High Commigsioner in ﬁanxig?a in July Burckhardt, the
digh Commissioner, exulted that Nazi control over Dansig
wWa B cam?i&tﬁ.é7 So 4t was that during the poriod shen Hit-
ler nesded Polund's TPlendshio he vwasg lavish in his re-
sssurances to Warsaw. Dut the Nazi tiger hsd not changed
1ty strdpest: on October %l Hitler ordered that, in certaln
circumstances, German troops might ocoupy lLanzig by sure
prise; he commanded that pre;arations be matde for this
@v@ntualihy.ﬁs

In October, 1338, Hitler instructed Hibbentrop to
open negotistions with the Polish iwbasssdor relative to
settling ail guestionsoutstinding between the tvo counte
tries, Talka woere first held on the twanty-fourth of the
msunth, and the problems then considered waere those of
Panzig and the Zorridor. Unbelisvably, Lipcskl took ade
vaptage of the ccceaslion to press Pollsh ambitions with
regard to Ruthenia. Ribbuntroep srowised to consider the

58 Office of United Stsutes Chief of Counsel for Pro-

gegution of axis Criminsllty, I, 679.

'z-s (ST TS SN N, . ; ; bt . ' s
¥ United Ltates Depurtment of Stale, Ducuments on Jer-

&8 International ¥llitary Tribunal, IXI, 211,
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Polish desires, and then procesdsd to outline a progosed
ganeral Usrpan-Polish aattﬁwmantisg Four days lzter, in a
speech to the RAsichstayg, Hitler informed the wordd of the
nature of thess Jermen proposals: Danzig was o return to
the Helch, Cersasny was Lo eive an autobebn aod & raile
way through the Corridor, both of which would would have
eztraterritorinl status {for Serwany; Uermany would recoge
nize Polish economic right: in Panzig, ensure Poland &
free harbor in Usnslg and free access Lo the seoa, the
boundaries between Cermany and Poland would be rsgarded as
tultimate,™ and Germany would conclude a trenty-five year
non-agsression tresty with Foland; Blovakian indspendence
would ge gusrantecd jJointly by Gerpany, Poland and Han-
gary.4
Colonel Beck instructed Lipskl to reply tu Ribbentrop

that Poland felt that the agresment of 19344 had passed the
test, and to remind him that Poland hat helped Germany dure
ing the critiecxl days oF the Coseh crisis. After thes re-
minding Germany of Polandts friendship, Lipskl cbserved
that Danzig was vitally lmportant to Pollish interests as a
58 Joachiw von Hibbentroy, The Ribbg oirs, Intro-

gquetion by slan Bullock, tr. Uliver am%smn wondon,
veldenfeld and Nicolson, 1954, »p. 27-38,

40 Foraign foia@, %isc&llanamuﬁ &Ga 8 (1939

and
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Fres City, snd that for this as well as {or domestice
reasons Poland could not sgree to "turn it ovar® to Germany.
Tha Poles suggestad, though, that the Lesgue of Hations
shatute goneerning mnzig be ropnlsced by & German-Polish
scgpeesent vhieh would recognirze Danzig zs 4 Serman colty
while leaving it free; ths Polish rroposasl would have cone
tinued the Danzig-Polish customs union. In this first
roply to the German proposals toe Poles made no officlal
answer concerning the aytobshp or rallway, but Lipski
thought that his superiors might not objeet to thﬂm.il
Betwsen Qctober, 13386, snd Janusry, 13358, the Gersuane
Polish negotistions were in susjpense. However, the Cerman
¥opeign Office wes none-«the-less exceedingly busy. Moscow
and Berlln agreed to reduge attacks upon one anothe. in
the vublic yrass.ﬁm In December, 1948, Franco-Uerman 18-
cusslons produced s Declarstion which, in tha Jerman vier,
tdepended” 2n Prance dissoolating herself {rom her Eastern
nllianaea.éu Welzsicker believed, however, thut Beonnetl's
understanding of' the Declaration of DecenbsT 6 waes-guits
different from Hibbentrop's; ¥Welizslcker beliaved toat the

Franco-German talks of [December, 1948, represented an

41 Ridbentrop, pp. 29-100.
4% Dewitt C. Poole, "Light on ¥azi Foreign Policy,"

yfial erican Quarterly jieview, XXV
§§§£ix?b§§355§?‘1946%%”%2E%%i. P

49 Rivbentrop, p. 9u
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effort on the part of the Fuhrer to cover himself in the
west, prior to new sdventuras in the East, Just zs in 1934
he had covered himself in ths ﬁ&ﬁt.d%

It 48 24fficult o understand how Hibbentrop could
have thus Internreted the brief Declarstion of Uecember 6,
i858, unless in the discussions themselves somé sagret and
as yeot undisclosed vnderstainding was made, or at lesst
ninted at, In the Declsrstion the two povers declursd thelr
belief that thedr sutusl friendly rslations were assential
for the general peuce, thav there was was no territorisl
guestion outstanding between them, and thuat cach »ei re-
sclved ",,.without projudlice to thalr spsoelsl relstions
with third Powers...m" to asnﬁuit together whenever nesge
sseasd L0 be thr@at%nad.és

The Franco~German Declurstion did natﬁing to reassurs
the Poles, of course, and on Decenber 17, 1838, Polish
debassador Lukasiewicz, raporting from Pards, told Heelk:

ees If ths actusl situution is unalyzed from

a pueply rolitleal viewpoint, 1t must unfortun-

ntely show th.t naither the attitude of the gove

ernwent revresented by Ponnet nor among Parliaw-

mentary politicisns nor in the press is there
anything to indicate the giving of new, vital

44 prnst von velzsiacker, Hewmoirs of %gggg yon ®eirshoker,
tr. John Andrers (Chicago, Henry Reghery Company,

1951), p. 171.

an 3;&’ & one ho d, Lreat brit-
the other Heynal and Hiteh-

a8,
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force to the sllisnce with us...in case, for

some reason or other, Frsnce should see here

sell foreced to comply with her obligations

to Us a3 a2 result of the alllance that greate

er ¢fforts would be made to break away fra&

them than to Tulfill them, 46

In Junuary, 184, becs secepted an invitation to go
£o Berlinm for & resumption of versman-~Pollish conversiw
tions. In the course of these discussions both Hitler and
Ribbentrop once wors promissd Beck thut there would be no

&7

fuits wecomplis in Danzlig.  RAibbentrop felt that "The
rasults (of these talks) weie not partioularly encourage
ing, ulthough Beck®s zttitude was not xltogether negnw

48
tive,®  Beck belleved that ralazions between the tw0

49

countries remained satisfactory.

Toward the end of January von Ribbentrop paild s
friendly visit to Warsaw; slterwarda Beck was conviaced in

nils own mind that good relations batween Germany and Poland
B0
#ould, &3 & result, be strengthened, Hitler gpuid spsascial

tribute to the Tirmness of Germsn-Polish frisndshiy in a

51
eichstsag spesch on the toirileth of the month, In reality
reistions between the two ¢ountries sulfered & sharp sete

back 28 & rasuit of the Hanusiy negotiations, for Poland

uargany, Eoreign Office, zhg ) dhlte Pape
ii li&a A3 £2 441 @ -.i ¥ " ; g
a L OLaWRPa | . ﬁﬁ?&%g% seatt
%%@w ork, Hawe ’ uaskin &n& Company, .85, De é@.

47 International Milltary Tribunal, IIX, 212,

48 Ribbentrop, p. 100..
43 Republiec of France, French Yellow Book, p. 50.
50 I1pid., py. 53-B4.

51 office of United States Chizf of Counsel for Proseceus-
tion of Axis Criminality, I, €19,
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of fered to o no further ftoward meeting ths Gernan pro-
rogals than prowising to "sase and slmplify” Cerwan trane

ait through Pomerania; Voland would eonsider no "corridor

theough the Corridor,” no zutobushp or rallway thers that
B » 57

«ould De Germun Hroreriy. A note of cemplaint began to

sreap into German irlomaecys von Hlbbentrop lamentsd the

treatment of the Carman. sinorivy in Peland, and protested

that the ",..Copridor safifrontel German dignity.® Lfter

tha January vislt of von Ribéentrop to Yapsaw the Forasign

¥inlster considered thut a Germasn-fussiasn understanding had
52

becpme insvitable,

In effect, verman-roliish negotiations were rdesdlocked
after Januury, 1338, .nd the talks were once wore 1in &
stute of suspension auring Februsry. On Fsbruery 1 imbuge
sador Lokssievicr rejported from Paris tnat Prench political
oprinion had undergone = nrofound change, but, he wurned,

It would be dangsrous &nd Incorrect Lo ase

seart that the Freneh Govermment already fully

appreciate (sic) the alliance with Poland snd 1s

determinaed to muke iv an lmrortant element in

its volicy. For the time beding, it can only be

ascertalined that the French Covernment wnich

avolde trying to bind itsell too categordieslly,

is showing goodwill...54
On Fabruary 19 Polan: cuncluded n irade agreement =ith

Aussia containing the most=favored-nation cluuse, and

“

¥ Republic of Frunce, freoch Yellow Book, ir. 53-B4,

L2

%4 Germuny, Foreign foicé, ine verpan ‘hite Paver, p. 40.



113

began to explore the rossibiliity of an entents with Bumanis
and Jugoslﬁvia.ﬁs Toward the end of February Count Clano
found Polund basically snti-Gsrwman, bul stili dedicated to
a poliey of harmony with Beriin and still rposseszsed of ime-
nerialistic aims all hor orn in Central ﬁuroﬁa.ss

The German =ntry into Prague, in Eareh, an’ the fere
man oceoupstion of towns cuveted by ?Olandﬁvfarﬁh@r COMPIC Y
ised relations between the tvo countries., Lipskl informed
von fiibbentron that the Mazl goup in Crechoslovakia was a
plow directed agalnst Poland which seriously affected relaw
tiona.ge Poland ordered partial mobilization st that tl@a,ﬁg
and 1ts fear of Gsrmany b@aam% apiarent Lo farwign representa-
tives in warsaw.SQ

On ¥arch 2l von Riocbentrop once sgain took un the
German demands on Poland, telling Lipskl thet Hitler was
prepared to guaranteze Poland's frontiers once the guestion
of Danzig and the autobahp was settled. Beck, weanvhile,

had been invited to Berlin; instead he Journled to London,

95 Buell, pp. &49-3560.

66 Galeazzo ”iano, ihe Glano Diaries, 13! ~;9%§; ﬁgﬁ » g~
. s Unabridged piaries Qghggggg gleo e
alian For Foresign Affsips, Hagn
f

tibaon, ntrcﬁucti,n by Humner we 1ls iﬂaw'?ork 3ublw“
day and Company, Ins., 1846), pp. 54«55,

5«0(*

57 See above, p. 98.
58 International #ilitary Iribunsl, III, 815.

89 Republic of Poland, Hinistry for Forsign Affairs,
Polish ¥ Hook, p. 70,

€0 Republic of France, Frepch Xellow Book, po. 94-85,
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where the British Covernment had proposed & "Torpal degw
larstion™ by Britein, Fraoce, Russia and Poland,; announging
the lewediate opening ol discuszions looking toward thelr
collesctive rﬁﬁi&tan§§ Lo oany threst to the independence of
any Burcpasn staie, }

Thers can bs no ~uestion pvl that thne Gsrman-Polish
discussions #ntered & ﬁritiaal stage after ¥arveh, 1939,
By the end of thei month, fibbentrop clalwea, Lipskl bad
teld him that "o cursue thoe CGermasn pluns, in particular
that for the return of &ﬁnmig tu the Heleh, any lurther,
meansd wapr with ?ml&n&,ﬁsa The Itellan For:siyn Jinister
wrote that the Polish Ambassador in Home told plo thaet 0w
land would fight i th% Germuns {ollow thalr usual une
yielding yrocsdure,..” @NCﬂk'Hﬂﬂﬁﬁrﬁﬁn nssarted that from
darch on the Gerpans began asoncenirating Lroops and sup-
plies along the Jollsh fronmtier, and that thars was much
talk in Berlin of r@eanstruatingathﬁ vld iustro-fHungsrian
mplve under the ruls ofF Serlin. ¢ Lirski telegrarhed to

Heek, on Mareh 71, that ".,.the Jarmans have decidsd to

&

o

Abbentron, pr. 101108,

Ed

34 }E;j“’ Tre 104,

85 ctano, p. 58.

64 ¥ovile Henderson, Fajiure ﬁg‘ﬁ igs
1829 (¥es York, G.r. Putnam¥s Sons
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, ‘ 85
carry out their program to the east without loss ol time.™

Lipski saw von Ribbentrop on March 26, and found the
atmogphers in the Germsn Forelgn Office very oold} the (ere
pen demands on Poland were sut forsard agsin, and with in-

€6
sistence., Leter in Murch von Molitke tols the Humanilan
iAmbaasador in Yarssw Lthat the esturn of Lanzig to the Gore
"
man Heich was Mabsgolutsly essential,” and that the Fuhrer's
87
srestige was at stale,

In s lecturs delivered st ¥unich, 4n 1943, Genersl
Jodl stated:

The bloodless solution ol tbe Crech con-

flict in the sutumn of 1348 and s.ring of 1a48

and the annexsation of Slovakia rounded ofi the

territory of Greater Germany in such a way that

it now became pussible o gonsider the Pollish

problem on the basis of mors or isss favorable

atrategic premises,

The first documsentary; cvidence for rlanned Jerman
military sggression againa* #oland dates from Lpril, 18339,
On the third of the month a "Directive for the iArmed
Forces lo58-40" was ifasued by the German High Command over
Goneral Xeitel's signuture, Part I of that document is

"Case hite," code name for ths oreration agninst Poland.

€5 Grigarﬁ Bafencu, ;&sg Luys ol ¥u‘v'9: & Didplomntie
;agﬂ, by Grigore Galencu, Forgsr ggmag; g

Journay Lo
s er for rorelgp Afia ;g% and Ambagsador to i
g%g, tr. b. Fletcher~illen (New Havam, Yale vniv&r~
5

ty Press, 1848), p. 4%,
86 ibid., v. 44,
87 Ibid., p. 45,
88 Internutional Military Iritunal, III, 17i.
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To the provisions éf "8ase Wnite"the Fihrer personally
attached three addenda, ordering that militsry operations
pust be prepared to begin any time after Beptember 1,
¢alling for a precise time-table, synchronising all three
fareesé‘and recuiring conplstion of the entire plan by
Hay 1. °

On April 6, 13839, the unilateral British guarantee
to Poland was transformed into a reciprocul, bilateral
agre&ment,?o and the Franco-Polish Alliance was confirmed,
with sutual ald against ageression being ﬁromiaed.VI On
the seventh Itallan troops occupled Albanis, and on the
thirteenth Britein.and France extended guarantees Lo
Greece and dumania, send on the glxtesnth to Jenmark,
Holland and x\it?erl&ni.vg ¥eanwhlle, on April 8 Vcn
Ribbentrop told Tiso that ... Poland wust give way and
accede to demands which »s cannot renounee.”vs in the
eleventh, when signing the "Directive for the Armed
Forces 1833-40" in its final form, Hitler wrote that quar-
rels with Poland should be avoided ",,.unless Varsaw
anangevzer present policy and adopt a threatening attie

tude,?

69 Intermational Kilitary Tribunal, III, £16-217,.

70 Johm *. %heeler-Bennett, ggg%§g§§ .
(New Ybrk, Duell, Sloan anc arce, s De

71 Hibbentrop, p. 105.

72 wheeler-Bennett, p. 377.

(£ Rerublic of France, French Yellow Bogk, ». 118.

T4 office of United States Chief of Counsel for Prosecu-
tion of axis Criminality, I, 622-623,
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Op thal same occasion ths Fuhrer also wroted
| I shall lsy down &n s later dircciive ths

future tasks of the Armed Forees and the pree-

parations ©o be made in sccoriance xith these

for the gopdugt of ihg war,7d

dn April 18 the touring sumanian diglomut, Grigore
Gafencu, was told by Hitler that by entering into the
nev understandlngs with Britain snd Prance Beck had
“‘..3@%neé up with the Hest,"™ and had "sealed hig own
fate,® ¢ On this occuasion Hitler also stated that Gersany
wvantod the retorn of her asloniea,?? and boasted, "I in-
tend to extend the German Heleh to 1ts nstursl llwits,
aend no mar@...“?s Just n day esrlier won Hibbentrsop nud
told Gafenou that the Heieh had alresdy reached 1ts natur-
al frontlers, thus filling its vital Lebensraym, snd want-
gd only to cunscllidate and develope its “awpirﬂ.“vg A
fow days later Goring told the Rumanien that Germeny fully
intended to recover its calanies.aa ¥ithar Hitlerts aldes
ware not fully aprralsed of his intentions or Gafencu, as
50 mwany others, was lied tu in Berliind

Jn his way to Germany Gafencu had nuassed sgross Po-

land and s:oken with Colonsl Beck. Gafenculs record of

75 Internstional #¥ilitary Tribunul, III, 217; itzlics aine.
78 Gafencu, p. 72,
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Beck's remarks mukes an interesting comparison with his
record of the stotements of the German leazders. Beek
told Oafencu tnnt, while he had slways besn more syspathe
atiec to the ¥Yast than ww lGermany, the Pact of January £6,
1834, acouired "special significance® from the Paffinie
ties of thought? betwesn hilmselfl and the Nazil X@adarship.al
Beek adpltted that he snd the Neszd leaders had had an
understanding to facilitote thelr mutunl escape from
fthe complications of thw Ueneva yroeaméure."ag The “olish
Foralgn ¥inister, fin&i}y, reaffirasd that "I they touch
Lanzig, 1t means war.“Sb

. Om arril 28 Chaneellor Hitler appecred pefore the helehe
stag to anawer Frasident hoesevelt's peace a;peal. In the
course of his address the PUhrer saw as the one problem
with Poland that demanded an impediate sciution the gques-
tion of ﬁﬁnxig.aé once again Hitler proposed & comprahen-
sive Gersun-Folish settlement; it was, basically, identi-
cal to the "unique, magnanimous offer? of October, 1958,
The ¥iuhrer found Poland's rujection of his jroposals “"in-

85
acomprehensibis,. "

8l Gafencu, p. ©93,.
82 Ibgd., p. B2
83 Ibig., 5. 4l

84 saynes, 11, 1629,
85 1pid., p. 1631,



11g

On that same day, April 28, 1832, the (ermsn Foredgn
Office bhanded a wemorandus o Lirski terminzting the German-
Polish sgreemsnt of 19d4; grounds for this actlion was glven
a3 belng Polandls agrosewmsnt with britain., This sgreement,
said the Cermans, amcunted to acceptanee of political obli-
gations towards & third power which, in aftect, unilaterally
breached the Pact of 1lodd4. aAdditionsl German grievances
were foland's rejection ol the proposed Danzig settlement
and 1ts rejection of “good nelghborly relati&ns."ss

By May the more semsitive sars had detegted the sounds
of war. Polish smbassador %L@ﬁﬁwa, aceredited to Rome, tols
2iano that he considersd war iﬂ&vit&ﬁlﬂ.ev Nevils Henderson
sonsildered that the Cermans hed become adamant in thelr
views, and that only Ssck gould reopen to door on negotias-
tianﬁ.ae The so-gealled "Little Schmundt Heport," which
is undated, reveals that by #ay U5 the real issue at stake
wasd not Danzig, but the extensicon of the German Lebenszaum;
ageording to this evidence Hitier recognized, by May, that
the FPolish problem entailed war with the %est, but that hs
nevartnglesa getermined to attuck Polanz at the first oppor-
tunity. °

88 mivbentroyr, p. 103,

87 cisno, p. 82,

88 Henderson, p. £45.

89 International ¥ilitary Trivunal, XIV, &7-38,
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The "Little Senmundt Hsport? carries internal evie
denge that the Nazi lscudershily foresaw & ;ussible delay
of from fifteen tg'tw&nty yaars in the ssttlement of the
"Polish ?rabl&m.“‘u fut, &z siready noted, that report
#as undated. Other svidence indloates, bsyond a doubt,
that by the spring of 1838 the Reich (overnment was fully
determined upon 2n immediite settlement, sutisfying all
German desands, aven «l the cost of war,

During tnhe summér of 1939 the German Army circles
stated that an autumn invasion of Polund was aerzﬁin.ﬁl
4t that time Generel Keltel aﬁid that aven the date for
guech an setlon had been saﬁ.a% on August 11 Count Cdano
psied von fibbentrop 4f Cermany wanted the Corridor or
Penzig; Hibbeatrop answered, "Rot any more...we want u&r.“g&
80, wzhile the tortured diplomatic mamnsuverlings of the
lzst orisis were walnialning «t least a hope of peace,
Hitler had apparently alrsady determined upon war, unless,
of course, he could by some lest minute stroke of fortune
win another Hunlich.

On August 2¥ the Pihrsr czlled together his wili-

tary captalns, to give them z plecture of the political

90 Internstional Eilitary Tribunsl, XIV, 37-38.
91 westzsacker, p. 182,
B2 oiano, p. 587.

3% Internstionsl Military Tribunal, IV, B87.
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situstion., A~t this mesting Hitler sald:
It was clear to me that a coallict #ith

Poland had to come souner or later---I had

already made this deeision in the Spring...l

wanted to sstablish an accertable relotione

ship with Polund, i% arder o fight first

&gﬁm‘it tha Viesteee 4
The words "in orcer o {ight first sgainsi the Vest" strong-
1y suggest that sven had OSermany been zbles to reallze an
“agoentable relotlonshin with Poluand,® that country would
nevertheless have remalined on Hitlerts list of potentisl
vievtims, This conjecture is glven credence by a statement
made by Hitler 1n Hovember, 19591

 4sed have doubted for z long time whether

I shouls strike in the east and then in the

west. Baslieally I <414 not organize the armed

forces not to strike, The decislon Lo serike

was always in me. Zarller or later I wanted

to solve the problem. Under pressure it »as 85

decided thit the ssst was to be attacked [irst,
Hitler'ts finsl nct of prejaration for the war with Polend,
a war which, he finally knew, would probably sean war with
the West, was the conclusion ¢of a2 noneaggression pact with
Soviet Russia,

The reaz:zons whieh iwmielled Hitler to enter into an
agreepent with the Sovisat Union cun only be sursised,
smong the causes, certainly, was the refusal of the Tast
0o a;rease his any further; German dreams of hegeosony in
Central and Pastern furocpe had, in 1929, finally sroused

Britain and Francs to s wiliingness to {ight. Too, Polandts

94 Internstionsl Militsvy Tribunsl, I, 287,

85 Office of United Stutes Chief of Counsel for Pro=
secution of iAxis Criminality, I, 15z,
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adspange indicated that az plecepesl destruction of that
gountry was not 0 be considered. Gersany had elther o
sbandon her demands or pursue them st the cost of goling

to war, Apparently, wvhat the vest was unwilling to glve
Bitler, Stxlin would councede, The non-sggression pact
with fussia, mor@overjvmﬁant tihat & repitition of the twow
front war of 1914 gould be svolded,

It 1s impossivle %o teace here the Nazl-Soviet néga»
tiastions leading up to ihe Pagt of sugust 22, Ribbentrop,
us seen, thought that the fsilure of hiz Jsnusary talks with
the Poles made some such understanding with Hoscow inevite
&bl@‘ga Stalin, in the snring of 1949, had in & public ade
dress remarked thst even viclsnt idecloglesl 4ifloerences
betvesn govermments need not prevent thelr practical co-
operation where they hud comwon intsrests in common @attera.av
By July 27 a Soviet rapresent:ztive had sagreed with an

official of the Germun Forelgyn Office thnat Panzig should

return to the Beich and th«t the Corridor issue, somehow,
98

should be settied in Germany's Favor,

3 3ge above, p. 114,
97 Pocle, p. l4l.

98 Garmeny, or@ign Office,
4 i — L) O m

L8 as sged Ex ) ;
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Inbg:ﬁuatian by James fhwston (New York, Didier, n.ﬁ.),
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The ultimate fate of Poland was mors than hinted at
in the ¥Saeret Addltional Protocel® to: the Germpanesoviet
Non-nggression Pact of sugust, 1339, This srotocol conw
taing the following provision:

4. In the event of a territoricl and poli-
tical rearrangessnt ol the areas belonging to the
Polish state the ssheres ol influsnce of dermany
and the U,5.8.0. shail be bounded apprroxisstely
by the line of the rivers Nurew, Vistula and San,

The guastion of whether the intsrest of poth
parties make desireble the malntulnance of inde-
pendent Polish state and how sugh & state should
be bounded ¢an only bs delinltely determined in
the gourse of rurther politiecal developments,?9®

vithin a few wesks Poland was overrun by the Yehr-
mucht and the Hed Army, and the Third Releh set about

isposing & “"New Order" upon most of thsat unhappy land,

99 Germany, Foreign Oflice, Na:i-Sovial




Susmery snd Conclusion

The re-grsaticn of Polans st ths end of the Fipst
Horld %ar was eifected st great cost to Lormanyt Danzlg,
a Serman town of vitsl imvortange to Foland as an ine
dependent city, wss detachad from the kelehj the Corpl-
dor, Folamd's uvenue ©o the sas, cut Gerpany in tvwoj
Upper Silesix was divided along lines unfatr to Germany,
and, a3 & result of sll this, & large German winority
wing lelt stranded benint the borders of the new Poland.
derch of thess fucts gave rise o 2 serious problem; and
for thess problems no peaceful solutlion was ever found,

Polish pollicoy was uncompromising in 448 determinae
tion to muintain the tsrritorial slatus guo; nearly all
¢lesents in Cermuny wore dedicated Lo a poliey of re-
vision of the tresties. Oince neither country aver
wavered from its rolioy, the tro powers were never sble
to endoy truly normsd realuitdons. Bubt, during the years
of ths %elmayr Hesiublic Germuny posaessed noither the will
nor the mesns to uss foree against Poland. The rising
Hutlonal Soeisllst movemant, however, had no pstisnee with
the paecific jolicy ol the Bepuplic. Nazilism was possessed
of an inherently im erinlistic snd martisl ideology; its
rise tO power in Oermany in 13335 augursd 111 for Poland,

The forelgn woiloy dlemnlicit in Hational Soelalist

ldeology was thut of a su erior race, cijtalned by un
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absolute Puhrer, entitled by reason of its superiority to
yn at thelr

sxpense, and obedlsnt to no moral law, to no con#traints

other peoples to ths accuisition of Lebens

other than Hitler's injunction to aerve Cermany. This
zolicy entailed libersnting Germuny from the restrictions
imp@sad upon it by the post-Firat Torls War tresties,

the integration of the Deutschtus into the Helch, and
then expansion to the Zast. This Nazi foreign polloy
was never chsnged. However, the relations of the Third
Heleh with Poland went through three g¢lsarly distinguishe
able phases,

From iaaa until well into 1932 the Narl attitude
toward Poland was frankly hostile and aggregsive. Federts
Party program, writien in 1820, called for an expansion of
German frontiers to incliude German minorities vithin the
ﬁeich.l Many of Hitler's earliest sp@wchef vere devoted
to casslgating the settlement with ?@l&aﬂ.d Mein Xampf
sontalned a tacit denunciation of Poland!s very existanea;ﬁ
this fundapgental Nazil antipathy to Poland was very vocally
axpressed all through: the 1220%3 and during the first
months of Hitler's rule in Germany. Then, beginning in the

spring of 1365, CGerman relations with Poland entered & new

1 see above, p. £0.
# See abQVQt Po 8.

3 Bee above, p. 54.
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nhase, intendsd t hsrponize sith the felchls fight for
Tequality® with the other powers.

The struggls for saouelity wse, essentlally, a struge-
gle to free Germany from the lisitations placed upon it
at Versallles. In tnls campaign Hitlar anticirated poge

;

sible resistance on the sart of the Vest, snd therefore

he percelived the nesd for protecting hiwvsel! in the Bast.

Therein lay the basic csuse for ine Gerssn Paid
with Poland, und undsr ths protesction of this understunde
ing with Warsaw Hitler fuced VWest, seeeading frow the
Dissrmapent Conforence snd from the Lesgue of Nations,
rearsing Cermsny, and finally, in 1938, remilitarirzing
the Rhineland, #ith the Fhineland goup the Flnrer was
able to proclaipm the struggle for German equality w@n.i
In 1357 the Germen militsry leaders were able to
raport to their Puhrer that the Helch need fesr no
attack, that the potentlxl foss of Cermany lucked both
the »ill and ths meang o fiﬁht.ﬁ BEitler then declded
that the time hou come to intwegrate the Dsutschtum iante
the Reich and to ;rwyarg for expansion into the German

Labspsraum In the Last,

4 See above, p. Bl.
5 gee above, p. 28,

€ 5ee nbove, p;. ¥9-100.
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The sustrizn the ammexation of the Sudeten

german areas of Crechoslovakls, and of #emel, revressnted the

gothering of the Duutschtum intc the "folkish statepr

these actions were exemples of Alfred iosenberg's volkische
‘ 7

Imperialismus, but they were al2o agts precaratory to the

ale

concuest of g1

¢ The sustrian goup helped prepare
8
the way for the assaul? upon Czschosloviklsa, and that, in
turn, made pessible the sggresslon against Poland; Hitler
bousted, in Hovamber, 1853
The next step was bohamls, Horsvia and Pow-
land, ..o It wag clsar to me from the first someng
that I could not be satisfied with the Iudetenw
German territory. That was only a partial solu-
tion. The decision to march into Bohemis was
made. Then followed the srection of the Pro-
tectorate and with that the basis for the action
against Fol=nt wae laid,
fut upntil the very moment areived {or progsing his Jdepends
vron Polasndg Hitler needes Lo keep Suropze Jdivided. Polish
neutrality st the time of the Austrisn crisis mutursd into
felish eollaboration ln aggression at the tiss of ths
Uroch orises, 411 this vwhile Hitler scemed to be playing
Yarsawls gome: he surcorted, within lislcs, Polish imporie
niistic awbitions, he ofidcialliy lgnored the siitu-tlon of

the German minorlby in Polind, and hs repestedly as:uarad

7 Ses above, pp. 4748,
8 dee sbove, uj. U1-BY,

& oftice of United 3tatas Chisi of wﬂﬁﬁ&@l for Pro-
secution of ixls Oriminality, Hazi i , ‘

Agpression, 8 vols, {%&ﬁhiﬂ&t&
Peinting Office, 1948}, I, &85«



the Yoles that he would never atteswrt to use Torce in re-
vision of the Gerwsn-folisn frontiers,

¥hen, finsliy, Hitler made nis desands upon Poland
they sppesred to be relstively modest ones. The Flhrer
eslled for the return of Dansig to the Heleh, and for

and rallway acros: the Corridor. AS the orisis

developed 1t seemed thalt Dansig was the issue., In reale
ity, though, Hitler's Zeloh was sesking to realire a ful-
Filiment of the expansionlst policy conteined In its 1deo-
logy. On Meay 23, 18988, tvo months after the c¢risis bae
cume aguts, and pore than thres poaths befors the start of
the war, Hitler told Q&ring, rander, Reltsl, and others
that
Danzig is not the subject of the disypute

at all. It is s question of expanding our live

ing space in the Isst. There 1s, therefors, ao

guestion of sparing Foland, and we are left with

the deeision to sttuck Poland st the esrliest
opportunity. 4

on August 2, 1848, while lsst minute negotiations
were #6111l under way, Hitler told his generals:

Destrustion of Polund 1s in the foreground.
The slm is the eliminsiion of living forees, not
the arrival at & cer tuin line....Have no plity.
Brutsl atidltude, Zighuoy millian peosle shall
gat what 1s their right, +

4 hbfore §ﬁc If“ stdo
T VvOols. (Wremberg, wﬁra@my
nteractional Pllitsry Tribunz

11 rpig., 1I, w90,
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In this order Lo his military ohilefs Hitler revesled
clearly his continuing devotion &0 the Nutlional foclale
ist theory of morslity.

Ons huas only to consider ths fate of cunsusred
“pland to tealize the extromss to shileh Hitler went to
fulfill the objsctz ¥ his forvelgn policy with regsrd
to that gountry. The four wastern provinces were ine
gorperated into the helceh, the tovernment General in
contral Polsand was ot under Jerman military cecupation;
plans for the thorough Germenization of the annexed aressg
included the derortation of the Polish int:slligentsia,
Jews, and dissideants to the Covermment General for svent-
val Yselimination,? the copliscation of Polish property,
the shipment of Folish land-orners to Gerpany as forced
laborers, and the settliing of German ¢olonists om Polisk
landes, ¥ithin the Governmsnt General the Polish ropula-
tivn was to be explolted, the material rosources of tha%
country ssissd, and the shole ares Lo be ﬁvas&&li%%ﬁ.“lw

on June 18, 1343, Lt was reororted to Hitler that
there was wiugs:resd unrest in tue Uovernment Usneral
owing to the ripors of the Gargen rgaia& thera, Among
the offenses of which the Usmsans acsused thewselves,
nine are noteworthy: 1t wus rejorted that the Follsh

il For the substance ol this paragraph see Internstiocnal
¥llitary Tribunzl, 1V, B47.
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sopalation suflsred from “entirely Insafficient” noure
ishment, thot & “grealt nupt® of the Polish sstates hud
began confiscates without comoensation, that there were
gncroachments and confiscations in Polish iodusiLry,
copmerce snd trade as well as in other Tielqg of private
endeasvoyr, thui there wure pass arrests znd shootings by
the derman police, a rigorous sethod of fseruliting worke
ers, an sutenzive saralyeing of Pollsh culsursl 1life,
widesoread closings of Polish high schools, colleges and
unlversitiss, that thsre was & "oomplete elimination?
of Folish influence {rop all s heres of government ad-
pinistration, =2nd that zheri wus & prersscution of the
Cstholie Chureh in ?ai&ﬁé.lu

Very sarly in nis rupblic carveer A40lf Hitler had
cumnalgned Yor & cosrlete revislion of the post-First
world Yar settlements. Vith regard to Germzny snc Po-
landi that mesnt regovery of all that Germany had lost
te Poland. This gosld was raschsd by the Government of
the Third Aesich. Haszl ldeclogy, Tormuluted long bafore
the rise to power of Hatlonal Sooizllsm, way essentially
tmyperislistie; in thelr raiations with Poland the ¥azis
Tollowed that uolley with remarkable consistency. In
the fullness of time tha Puhrer sent the legions of the

1% For the substance of this paragraph Bee International
#ilitary Tribunal, V, 79«80,
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paster rage spushing into Poland; gone »wos all pretense
2t were revision of the settlements of 1uls~1921l. In 1te
ploee thers was a4 frank sdherence to ths Lebsnsraum
rheory, with the attandent systematic enslsvemsnt of the
*ipferfor® Poles, The fanatical natlionalise of the Nazls
brought ruin to Poland; it brought desiruction to the
Third Heich, as well.
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