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In 19~O thfJ 1i v1.d soars of Wfir still burned in thOlllHl­

ory of }!~1·ope . F'roru tho ashes of th~ grea.t conflict Poland 

a.rUf;e I reborn at, t lHJ exp,~nse of Oermllny uno. Hussia I d&d1ca ... 

t.ad to a policy (}[ bal&nc1ng 'betwEt-.at)J th!(l s{t t ... o weaken-fila but 

PGte.n't1~11y powerful nt1i~bbor$, a.nd deta1"m1ned to keep all 

th:a.t it bad gained. at Vere.&111clS and latsr " In ebb-tide 

Germany vo10efl were <:ill:'Ei<Hly r~1~Qtl in denune;ta tion of the 

TI'~aty of Vf'i1"5a111es 

19Z0 ($~W tbe be6inn1nb~g o!tho Nat!on~j,l Boc1Ui11s t lnO'V",~-

t.n t 'in Oortllfit1y.. rot:' N'ads, trom tne V-01:1 first, were fl.mong 

the mt.lst nr(h~nt t:md most d.ed 1,()~te;j or the l"6vlMion;1,stm. 

Soon, under the dil'!lotioo of A{l,olf Sitler, they began to ag1-

t t'lt,e for more thtanthe mere' r eu-o'!t o:~ry of th~ fllost regie-n$. !I' 

InnullOrablo ~Ol'ltS n d V'6 ootlsidel"'s d t;tH~ story of Ce:rman­

Polish r el a tIons in tho trQubl$d .)'f®(l1"S that se p~.rQted th~ 

t wo ;tr eat SUror,eaIl ll-t,U-S of thiS oen:tur,y.. No a tt~.)nlfjt will be 

made hel!'e to liltlIlIID(.tl'i ze 'ttnn t n. :. fJ b ei:l(l ilone 50 often an(t , 

frequently, so well. fut the r , t.his f,al)er addresses i ts~l.t 

to the s1nR:l.e pOint of investigation: when they Ij-ere 1n 

oommand of th~ German t~tate dl 'l the lational iJocia11sts pur­

sue., 'flli th regt\rd t o Polun1 , tbe poliey champi oned in their 

early program" i n Ul.e pr«: .. 1.9;)J speeotH!,$ and ¥'!r1t1ngs of 

Actolf' Hitlor, the pollcy implicit in. their lnh'H'ently iro­

per1 Llll:.l tic 1,Jf!olo€y? 
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CUA?1:lt:i ON.i>t 

Polish 'I'e3.-!'i tor1&1 M~qu1s1 tiona 

from Ce!'m~lY tmd GeI'tJ&n Itt?vls1on1srJ:l 

,t 
;;.) 

In h1s Will.' UiU~Slt.:gC t o t.h E. G6: itt1:).r~ Huioba:teg on SHpte1.nbel~ 

lSI 1939. Ad.oll' all. tlcr r ~.d:'~rl'ed to 'tbe, ItY.flL~!,lM~.l.!!Q!'~u la-S 

Pt'Odlh~ ttve of t t';o decadaa of Gam<:.,n sllfflt,ll'ing ~he deelar'ed 

th<:.t D!Ul~1.g and tbfi~ Corridor had al wi1.1s, b~'enJ and r(iil'lmined) 

Oel'mana Be ccmr14in~h~ " t ·0C s> of the l1l1 ,~tl'e~ tmant. of tht~ (:(,\1"-

man minor! ty in Pol~d I tl. l~rgf; portion Q~: YI1l1oh kl.e.d DtH:in· 

ar.o~ttld at V'el'saillEj.s along 'nith th(~ Oit"~~t::ton o~ tbG German ... 

Polish fl·Qntj.er~ "For llS~ ll o:t'iod Hitler, lithe '1':eeaty of 
1 

VeNH1111ea h u& n~V$.r ha.d the for ce of lafi'! n B.a Ilemanded 

olut1onr. to tho pl"obluuH:l 'Of Danzig and the COl't'ldor, ani!. 

reQuired chanb~ in {}\.trroan .... ?cllsh r~l.(l tiona that tf ~ ... shall 
2 

en$tlr~ n lje~leetul collubor<;<.tion of the t \yG $).tfo pl~$£ n '1'here 

we.s nothing new in the~e demands", for \~ehmr Gorm&ny and 

Nad Germrany 1i:lillka h l1(j bce:{il cma.siat'm'!ltlr re;V'isic)nlst. Nev0r, 

fnltll 1919 forward'iJ had. Go:rtlluny reoonciled 1 tsalf t c the 

settlement wi th Poland. 

1 

9 Th<tdr'!. .... c ~ ~ ~., p. U v 0. 



<i 

",~j·s1nn1ng in l'iH4 the v i4J;'iouS Alll~d ~"'ow~!t& had. b0~n 

bUi1 m~d!dng promi$o!> t .o 1!Pol~,n11O tI 1b.e 1't'J6~ltln Prov1s1or'tS,1 

Govat>!lmtm,t of 1917 'Has th~ fir.~t to 1"t'JQogn:h<e tn0 ab801u t>$ 
3 

l.nd{!ipendencl\; of the nld l1.K1ngdam of PQland ff in ltnssl&.", !]:'be 

a.rmistlce ~1 ttl ~l"nl\?..n1 l."'Elquifed the 0v(~eua,t1()n f.jf Ge~'tttan 

¢CCUp1 ~fi t~l"1'1 tQl."i(.gSl $ ~nc1 by- roili't..,NQv&'mb~:I' 1:918;. a:ll Oerm~n 
'$ 

t:r:CJOP:S nt:"~ Illtt th~ g:l:'~ate~" P~l"t cf \l1h~t !ti<!$$ t fJ bfl-'CQm(! 'PQ1~d 4 

~Ol~ieO'Vg:rj ,tn-I! ~\UiQ~~ the Centx',ld PO\JrerG ~r:l t"h~.i P~l,~~ h ~ICl 

all a(':Ij~~~t(i:d ttl!\} F(';H.rrteen fJoint$. iJf Pr~s1d$nt li:tliiH~in~alw. the 

l'hitti~enth Foint bad, c~ll(~d tOIl' .ull In.<!.Gp,en.dQftt> t~·oli. llih stz.rt'f<t 

to 1neluae t.~:rt'1 t<.>r1fl1s inhab1 t~:flil by P<>l! shmrA30~1 t1e:$ p and 

e.:.t.l$lu"$d; a, frefJi inid 5afe olJ tl,:1tt t v tt~<,) $~a.,. 

Wh£lfl ,; Qfl J{~nt'\u"y ~~SJ la19~ ttHt SUpr eme Goumeil Q.r 'tb£l, 

Allied t'ln'j A~$oe1"'~t.l$ ct t'Q~~e:t~, ii$ked to btJ 1ntorm~r.-l or th~ 

't el.":t"l it;ol'it1l d~m~nd s of 'the '!'left Poland J fA .. !ioma,n. t'r.30~'l'Ski~ <ahie-t 

of tll~ Polish mlS~1i()1'~ d.emtm~:t~~i Jlf.I.nzl~ t.ogetb,al' \'1 i th Sill I.l.r'HU,; 

wb.ara a mat30r:Uy of tba por,ub,c1on 1,fliUt Po11~b.. I n thG lfiest 

PoltlUd ~sked fo:£" te1"l"i tOl"is$ o"'nflj.der~~'bly in ~X'l)~SS or 1t,lbat 
e 

shlill w~us ul t1~:i ·t;6'ly t.o 0btn.in~ 

'Xbilt Co1lillliission t o 'lIthlch thf). !!latt er l'N1Sreff'H'Nd r~p()l"t; ... 

nd in »al'Cb"r~eomm0nd1I~g a~ Il'!\ t'l'ontier in. Postm. f.lud Wil'$}t 

;3 c. s ~ ~C.' t\.rtney" ~:tp.t!:*l .§.,v~'" ~.ft-,~ itA.1 If!\tl,*n£l.t 1.i:..r.w..l.1-.l,+,tJ6 
(Lolnhln~ Kumphry ltl1fo;t(: w 1~34), p.. 19 _ 

!l. nl)bt~tt ~,cbray, Po 
e.nd Un~'t1r~1 t,.t~l ~ ,1 

5 ~~, pp . 119-121$ 

d.JI' l.t~U"".~l.iF)~ (! ... on.don • Goorge llll(tn 
rl :00., 9'1::mi " 
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llrua wi ,~\ tb~ r a r limits ot' Polish ~t.hnogt"~1:);th1fJ :t.'laJ t'l'1.tie.s ; 

tll ift Clodl~e1on further ~:Viv1s!\:d th,,,t l;)ttflJl:ig M d thf) 1 1JJ:nd 

eoverkJd by th~ DMllz1g .... ll'J.ylatt-Wa.l'sa''ti' l"tl1.1wa,' Dtluw&rdalii t.Gl> 

?cl an .i» tr:ia't U1i\)el" 8.!1E$si&tl .U,·1t+2,S or 1011$'n majo:rit1~ .a b~ 

otl)ded totha Poles ) and. t.h<:rt tb0 dl:s,PoSl tli.)n of Allet1flt\("lin 

be de t a:rminad by pleb1se.it~,. It ~a6 ~e~onan{'iJn{loo tha t .t:!I 

sllHll n:ren in the son t h of f1ppt:i?!' &110I.d.a DIE) c~<ied to CZ(ilCO¢-
6 

$lov~k1a~ 

IJnv:td Lloyd iJoQl"ge qUlck lY Bt:H3Ured 1mport~ntGhit\:nif:$ tn 

tbeme p:r¢ })OSal~H th~~ f at,e ('lit.' Mfl<l!'l~nk'(-el'd e:rJl' a. por t/ ionG'! E\aGt 

Pruss1t.:t thNllu gb Ifthion l}h* l·{~.ilw&Y:r'an~ ~ft,5 .to b$ <£;(:cia:l!:·d by 

pleth1sQ1.te~ and DIa:nz:1~ WIi>.S to bea(#IJ'~ ~ Frere Ci ty und~:r Llita.gue 
7 

of N£J. tion3 snp01"vlG1on" 

On May 29, in thH1r "Commctlts ern thGS !J'aaiJCi 'f'I;:)l'mlii t " tha 

Oe:.t·mmi'~S p..t~ote$ tgd with llH)~Hjial vl~or ella ;;!,ssittturamt of 'jJ./ii.:t't.s 

of '!Jppel' S:1,i.les.i lit to Pol(znd.. Lloyd George t oOk t)),il) G.erWi;Ul 

peint Qf view~ &"1x1 witt~, W11son i ,s supp.ort" .~oured yet fIlooth~'l" 

ch<.J.n~$ in the P1"o'pe.aed $l!il'tt.l'liii:ttHant l tbe t'1ii. te of UPP'el" S11e.s1a,. 
,8 

too ,. ~fOUj.r.\ De s~ttl~d by pl.ehiso1te . Ultll'l'l(~tsly Poland 0'0 ... 

ta1J'H~d!> wlthout pl s b1.soi tas, ?OWtltl1 nnd t he ga:-taftte:r P~l't of 

Wa :lSt P;rtal e:i~ , incl uding the f' h tO&US ce.rI~1 u.ol' t. the S110si~~n 

tr'Ontierabov€I Upper S1l~$la was l~f"t· lurgaly 1nt~0tj ~"n ... 

e ~t1cbr't;;y, ~!91nn..1~ 1,~1~-J...i4,~, p " 12,1. 

":,t:.t:.. ,.,. ~Fl '-.,J.. ·,·· ~~IIli 'J iJ:1 -:Q """' .(.:..~ .. 

i ORelair SmQ{Sorz;ewsk1 ~Po.lJIt~.1 $!tt:t'iH& ~ .~ ~rr~J19r 
(1..ondon, 1N111.ia ms tUl.(t i'ot8~ t~ , LM"}I l. .i )" Plh J.O;:S ... 104 •. 



il 

z.1.g, ,~ ~l'i1san '{;,¢)willji but in 1910 PolatrJ's Of'/.,e, nat'tl:ralpol'"'t~ 

be0~me a FF'i06 Oit" in ctlstonus '@ion ~1th Poland and with itG 
'9 

foreign &tt'ti11"~ !Jonfi d(ld. toPullsa kelt1pll"1.gi> 

I~ both !i.l1efu~tl\\1in 8Jltl Mal'ienwerd,tu" 'tb(t plebi.~cttes 

&hOi'ff3'd b'U,il~G*,l'ma:n maJor!. ti®$~ and e:g:o~pt for ti t~ unimpo;vt ... 

ant Polis.h .... 'ltotlng "dl.l .l.€\tlis t hfi1 t\f/O t erri to!!'l'$$ wril'~ all.owed 
10 

to l'fb!iiain 't~l tb the Rai\1h .. 

Tbe U'nlHU" tl11fSs1an issue \'l.U! not $0 quickly ,se'ttl®d ., 

O\dng tGgre.a ta~oi te~nt in Upp,er S1.1e8ia 1 tse,lt', and i n 

Qe!"m~my and Poland; t h€ plg})1so1t.o thell'$ :\,lAi not taken untIl 

Maroh 50. 1921.. Bt.)th a i dea pl' ~p<llr~d: enel~get1oal11 rOll thE';'; 

voting; ~ntl in l'Slla and 1920' th{l}X'e were uprtsinl1\s in the 

are0.. 'inal el.e('tt1o~ :f'lgUt'0sshowed that the G*,rm~n element 

bud wonbotb a ma.:J{!l'lty of' the po pular 'Votes !lnd a maJor;1 ty 

o,r th·f) tJom~un€l:!l. ilow(}ve1'1 lHlGllttSe of' t he 1nt~l'minglj.I"4G of 

1e,;'nHln,..YO'Ung a:nd Pol1s11-votlrlt\ OOtruDurHlS , the int,$'r"'Al.lie,~ 

Co:®ds81on jinlpel:"~·1 ,a:1n~ llt'fa1rs in tpP-$r ailes,hl. was una.ble 
11 ' 

t;Q agree up.on 'e. frontiet'. ·l}et·fJ;1an opln1oa, hol ... H.ngthat 

UPihU" S11~ill1allta,s indivisible, found ;s7;apath)" 11'1.1 ttl tbe :Brit .... 

ish !8.nd !ta:U,~fis; tbe £!'l'ench v1ew t'~vored div1~lne trppe~ 
. . 11 

S11.esia, ,ag far us p06s1ble, .!)llong th~ lines of the voting. 

11 For the tnlb$t8ne'~ of thi$ mat~rlal see fiachtay, .P..2l.J)$t, 
191i-l,IDU.... PI' .. 195 .... 19tl .. 

12 p ~ .De A.a. 0'1'.' ate~ L!!I<.t &Vtl .2i 8~tiq,'!:l!an(1. ~Ji:!9~! Ml'l)~~!tl~ll 
~ ~U!Ren.\i .. t5lag,h:1;ngto1l~ Ca:rne:gle 'En~men ' for In'til'el"­
nt!;t .. olla .irei1lce , 1945)) jf .. l~e~ 



'1 

In ~~1 ma t tarB ",,·~~·c f Ul'thG!" Qortil~11ca t{:1<1 U)" tht'>PQ111sh 

ffKo:ilt'tU1t,fj uprisi ng in O~p!!}r f3ilee1a, wh1oh) although it \,ft:i.~ 

~H.s-ow.neti try the Polish , (knrernment ruld l"es1st&d bl Ita11at'l. 

{HHl'Ul~~t1ont'Qre0S., n ®vtil'theleBiU ~)l'"ov'OkQd an: it"t·sgI...18.1- G~l:"m~u7.t 
l.! 

into taking :strone; eountal'!1Jeasur-e~ . 

'ibt9 Cotl,no11 of' tt:~ Le~!$tHSl' re~elv!9d th~s ma t tf:ill' i n AuatUat, 

2921" and, r~t'eI'1"!illd .t:t to aCommittae Q.t:" F.JlJ)srts ¥j'no bald 

t n.:,';. t it bad no tbe~ltl' the m~Nul1ng 01" the 11;.t~ 1.i'tyo :rie,:r"{l;::111eB 

that the ,>'tv.>l{! of Uppe.r S11~Hi#.i~ ~hOul(l b$ g1v'en to \~1tber 

Oel'lllllny or Poland.u 'fllis aomIDittE.H~ raVQr~f1 dra-wing tll,e tll·ont­

tel' along 8. line b£lsad 0 '1'): i~he voting by CQ.t.'mlUM.s ..P<t 'Chis 

poin.t. ·the IH .. s ,put e begt:.into ooneentl"ate on -only ~ po:rti.o£) of' 

tipF.f.n:' S1.1e$ia ,)) t110 'Sl)lQ,ill 'iyut 1ndust1"1 e.l1y wea.lthY lIT:rienale, I'l 

ct~11!l~ttt8d by thet(lwnfJ o1~ B€j;ut.h~n, Gle,1w1tt .and Kato'f¥i.oi1J. 

Pol and. ola.1m:od the .gr~at.~.H" part o f thEt a1!'e~, blU~ th~ i rU;iiJtl , 

Japan~se &.nd Ita11ull r$pr'~io:n't!'1 t1vQS: argue\1 tor its ind1vis1· ... , 

hili toy . On Beptemb·el' 3. ttle; Councilentruts"tt1.ld &. p r 'lalll%1.1!!:111U,'Y 

~;r;:amlntl. t10n o.f' ··tb~ question to fOUl" of 1. t s m~:mb(u?,8 not cu. .. · 

:r ~ct11 ~oncerned with the r:,U, .. s l,ute, th~.'t 15, to Of,UJ rapres$nta ... 
14 

t1 'ire eaoh f rom !~raz11 ~ (fu.lnl;~ • Spaifl £l.lld lSal(!..i;ullI" 

$t1a t1''On tier in Ut)pur Sil~$!~ $ as 1. t W111$ 1.'1:nall)" o.r!lWn~ 

r6p'r&:hm,t~~q an(}t1:l~r of th~ m~;my comprQml$&a tbiltab!iA.ra.0tQl~t­

~1Bd the post-tv1l"s t WQ.rlo. War S<'!t t le1'll:!1)nts ~ Upp~r S11,o,sla.,,~.s 

13 Xaohl'ay . Eol,~ci:, lql! .... ~i!U, lil ., 198~ 

1" iii. 1'01' the sUos,t;.·llnee ot" t blG l;t'it'~i,raFb !Hl.o ~n.O'h'ft~Yt 1::.o1a1'lIil, 
1.n.t-1.9£1; p. 20:1; ., 



.~ tvida d. $C!nl€H'fher~j b~t'l;"tH\Jin 'tl'~e p.t"Oposall !.i:r1 ti$h ... lt~11tr!1 

llne J wh1cb lw4 aough t t o r~pl' \"1dU\il ~ 'ttl'" l'ii;)~ul t, of tbe 

votl ng;and the 1''l'fJn ch lin~ , wh:t~b r epr esante.d tne ex­

t:retrJ~ Polish cl~<\ 11U.. t tl i f' {'Uvi s l on pGUtttrti t ed avan t~ 

l1<!ndustr1o..l Tri~mgle , 11 ';)'no 17~1.$ munU'ostly' un.t'ac1r 1ntbat 

8 

15 
n tulber of Ce,rman-'lro tine Qommunes f,.:tlll'0 ~wn$'d&d t o P.oland. 

'£he UPPtlll' 1311 $::;1 .1.11 'U"$,, u t.e ru:-:fo:rdtN:i l.\do11' ~U. tlel"ono 

of his $al'liet3 t orr;,o:r 'turd ties t o casttl ,ate 'the p:e r~~e set ... 

t.l oment$. In 1921 Hi tlG.l' mf:lde at number et s j)eeches .on 

h9 U"pGr ~11eshm i s sue. ; to a ':s've rt1s6 the s peQcn oi APl'i l 

e, 1921, tI. t~fp tc(~.lly 1nt'lanl!llO.to!'j' hand'bill fjr-',.)c l alm.::d ~ 

Gel:'~anyf 5 .fat>$ hUl'rle,s tJ;)wa~dlS 1t~ de ... 
f.flS1on~I,n·Jrl3:lg th~ p'l eblso:1tef, a .'o~~n 

. ,;'>£:1-0 · 'QUl ilfJcice in If;t$Ol.t~ PCSS 'Q(U10fl 
n pP1M, i U)l:,t. 1s · t o r f1tNain.. ~~ g.s!!g!ts~lOJl 
~Vpsil\!te 9l.. a~y,o:r.s!:r1 .... ~i ~ nUEnZ.. , ts 
:lea1s1o:1'l.ls <J .f.cto. ted by ,rlar~iiig hatred at Gu.r 
peopl a. 16 

Po11shterrl t or:ial ~" cqulsi U.ens at the u-xgmns9 of Gel'''' 

many, i{.m~J?Q1J.y r(?,!~ hut, o~l~ ta,buy unJust in the CU1UH~ .of 

Upper S1,los1a} '«{U'S tofol'w <:1 ma j or rn.'c1text for t.tl~nttaek 

Q1' t bi3 1hi~~1 aeich IOn PQlauc1 in f~e lJ t.e'lnba"· of 193v. 'l'h. 

e~.l'lY Hi tler SlX~ch(js on tne subject,;1c.l'e by no means the 

on11 exp~e$s1on otGerman pl'ote$t. On the oontrar"Y'.l'e-

1.5 ~'.t'l', p. 9 .. 

1$ Qt1~tfd by John Ch.ti.!!d;)wP.rualn, S1(;lney B .. ,Fay and ethera , 
\lde .. , ~, K!l~..gAAF1~$i (ll'\~l UDli\b:ridl~' If, vlUm.2, ... 
~!.e(t, '1 i\~ltt ,tI~r. (!(~W 1<)1'k , R(fynli: and B> t~bcockl 
J. ....... ~9j ~ ~iIw 529; j,ta11cs and ear it[\ls a r 'i in the o,rlf.rlna l -
iHl.ndbill .. 



9 

vUio·ni$ID Vfti.~ z3i vrjW'~l'f'ul QUl":t'e.ut tnrough{H:t t be lantll'e ·i\id ..... 

m~a:r Pt)l'1od " e;nct i t Wt\$ voiced Dr Nft~1 and n<>n" ... n if'lJd. soure~!S 

wi th li3qu$,l v {IJ,hefl}0nee. . 

Ear l y G~3;m~.ul r l.1'i1 .1z1oni,:';!.t £;,ollo1" had two e~~ill reoo'~ ... 

:n1ubl:i& 01~lnentz.H1t sought t-o foster the theo:r-r ofth~ 

~$,tab in th~ baQlI:) fI l~.nti it pI'OmiOtB~ th$ fJ.ll~g;aUon t hr,\t 

Itl11ed l;liQt:1v,QEi, in d:r[~'l'ilng UIJ tAe pe~l(Ut lVEll"1n$ J; bad bf;t~n 
17 

ba$s and l.YlJmo!"i'll.. Tb:l i, :bl:deed, W~t$ the: early ~t:r~,,·e:mann 

p·t'illey. Bu't St:tt';!~HunaxmJ: wh11 ~ h l11 pSf".1stentl , ' voiGttd 1"~ ... 

v1slou1$t aa~rt1m'S:t:lU~ '!,"1ae ~'iiil11ng to lOove with pet1 E1.na~8 1k 

lXfZUl as web (;h\:dieliit ed w Pf,:H~C~6S to l'ev1sio¥h 

Fl'Om. f..ib.f) ve:-y first; th~ (J~rnHU'~Nat1;onf£list$J fJ.l>ett&(l ~f 

th~ t\v m:y, WEll!'ti' d:6-elfu,*cing t.b.ems ~:l vos tbe gun::td Ji&rua of' the 
18 

lost t91'f:t"'1 tQl" i .es of tho r~ll\st" An af1.'a davlt· a. 1 V6~lat }.lult'e'·m"· 

berg br . on 13.lGmbe:rg, Gl:1tl"nli!U'l Field M~rBbal ~nd onetime Re10n 

W~\r :Minister ~d Ootnruandar-:bl-Ch1ef ofth,e &11'~led i>Ot'C:~9, 

tf1rmed thAt att\9l" :uns, l§I.u4 espfH~1tl.lly ~t't~I' 19~4, t hr,e iil! 

la,nd questiQnl eOD.llflllnded oftic:tal n~rman attention; tb$5.o, 

von .El.()mb~risa1tl* oQnO~l"nedtb$ IruhI' j th~ OOl'r1dol' 14md 

Mt!1l&el. a~ ~fr1rmed tha t I'f th.e whQl~ gt£)UP of Gel-.an. staf t 

or.:flo~"$ i~ eons1d~'Ved ' tb"J. t th~ $$ ttlat t 'fltrs woul d OnB 04:11 h..'tJ.~e 

to W s 0t tlad in 09'rmanytg t flvor, by fOlfC$ if ftilH)e.ss;§\ l-y . 

~l 
1 Henry L. Br'0tton J§.l:r!§mL~ .!..ll!1 ;t!rh! !tlltv,.I!,on !! 'V.etr:-

%!§1Uft~.JA fUh1}, ($?l" .. R{MM!fO! (Stnnfo:1!'o ~ C~lif~~nla, 
$tant()~d Un· Ylin;·s.l t$!' Frl]$s .. 1955) .. p . 2€L. 

18 !Pjd., p~ 1170 



10 

TbiS , said ",tin Bl~,)!!lbe:r" ~a8 

"''' .,~ltr, of till!} ohb~:f :r~a~on~ h~hln:d th,e 
par t1r~lly aecit' e'f~ l"~arlMment; \·IMeh. b~,gan i!ipou '!:. 
:to Y(j'U$ l}~)fot'e a1,tl~1' O~,i.\l~ t9 pO'f~Gl' f!m1 W1l\,$ 
S f)iHlnttat;\; ted uw;1 elr' N:.a zl ,,~ul ii'~ '" J. 9 

lUlU i tt 19~2 O€~nl(al'al V'C)n S~tJekt. cn1tt:f' l1>f thf.1} ii-t:.lchiS­

~€ht' from 1920 to 1926, told Cn.4ncallol" Wirth an~: PI-est .. · 

~nt Ib~t't thnt 

Po1.8.nd ~ s (~xlatil:ne~ 1s lntQl~vabl~; ~.nti 
iner)mfk't t ;U}lfJ >ni'th thGv! tt.t.l n~$d l'l ot C*ll'-llllitWo1 ,. 
i;th0 ftmst d1sa~'l)e'1I}r II M di di l.Hii !Jpeaar $h~ will .. .,,, .. 

Wlt.b P.cl!:tn;~ 1'4':.llf.l, on~ oJi' the ma.in p',ill~ l'~ 
of th~V!l)r-a.f~ll1,t:I$ 1f'e.aty , naiiu~11 the p~edol%jl~ 
nanea of 1"J";;a,noa~ 'ro l"'~~M that , ,0&:1 mu-s:tbe 
onll.! ,of the rl%~ l'\, ~1~!.$Qr Oe-l!'!l l~n 11011err '" gO 

:he l.e 'tt~.r-~f Gu~t~;"."t St!'(+$6muMto th~ fOl"'I1H.U" el~O'l'4'n 

Pr1nee: .. (int .etl $~wte'mb~r ,., ~ 1~25~ 15 tr.l;mQ'U~h Vtl' tt.1l4g Q:f Ger·· 

IHil.tly't $ 1mpend,in~ tl'.:ntl"'Y l.ut.o th.~ L&tlgu e-" and Qutli:n1t11 what 

be cQ[le-.e1.'t'e(l to ba- the tbre~ ,grCllat. probl($Uls, ~1 th "IIl'h l @b (;~r .... 

man .forei~. po11el hd,ti to wl"etrtl$ jI Stlt@se,uumn QQlhll!"Verd: 

'l'he t.b1i:"'d gl"~at ttH~k 1.5 the l"e~dJu$t ... 
niant of ou!'" Ea$'t6l1'1l. flt·o:nt1,,~ru s~. th~ :r.eeGv~.ry 
'Of Dan zig So th~ 'i?ol!sh CQI":t'i.dfl)\%" rI ~md ?l; (loa",.,. ~ 
l'~Q\t.1an of the f r Ol:lt1s1' In. UPPltlr Sil ;as1a o 21. 

Str:t~ ~\lf!ttinn \'i!(mt 00 t ;) adv1s~ G~ :t"{Gfm"onco!!lnt:r~ 'tlon on these 

19 
~',~ ,~, !,t\£ ~rl U!!:m&l ' , 

y~. . - :it -: 

_;0 Zygmunt j ., G~~lo:rQ~~$k1 ~ itl)1d PUsudskl Att~pt to l'nt­
ti,1l t~,ill ~J, Pl~\:}'''I,~,nt1 V6 War ln, 19;5li). 'lft . ~, J," OUl'llI'!.,l of ~ltoJj<al"Q N;t t V "-r/'r'l'" 'i<t t"I (J 'I n.:' I<) · ' ,*,,""1~, I' """- ' . ........ . 
AiL§<QJ;l.~ ",.>A t: .I>£, ~'fO ~ ~ . ll n e J .. ~1;hl> . $ . ;" 

£1 !&.r10 ~}u,tton,* ecd .. ~nd 
~1i..te!l . _~ Pa 
(;;'0.$ ~5 ,, ~ IT; 

<D.~~t.\!!f 
,tHllUTan 



a il!ls, a.nd s tated tb~~ t i t we>.~ in ord,el" t o be fl'.eG to do so 

that he was willlngto ®ut:l. :rlmtee t.h, westei'n ft'ont1el"$ (it 

ma 

11 

Locarno. :fltre$em&tt;m l'llluie public h1$ r~v1sion15t fientirnents 

Vx·tth 1"(\HlIarkab1e cand()l'. In Maroh , 191a5 , 1n a statement to 

th(; pr ess.. he remark~(l 'thst wben be was Chaneel1ol~ he had 

been advised by the, Armil Ch11l$ f th~ t avenin a daf ($.Ils l ve W,it' 

Cer llllU11 eoui d no t bold the Polish frontier, lmd II J'\.ll oft'en­

s lv.;;'! wa.!' W(~S not t o bi~ thQu~ht of with the r e$ources a.t OllT 
23 ' 

dl$pos~l. It , . 

In n egotiEI t10ns pr eliroin13. ry to the s1i,.n:tng of "thl$ fA)'­

carno t\greamen ts Str(HJetrl&nn told the Frenoh Amoa.ssador qui t o 

frankly th~t G~r$any could not g\l~'i.:rE.intea h~~:r EIi!.~ tern. ,f ;rO'ltlt­

i ~lr, but th~t :me d1u not 1nt~mt to proostlu against P()land 
24 

'by ;fGlrce. Stl'$Setl12.M. IMtda good. on tills p1edg,e by cot\o.l.ud-

i ng a n Arb1 tt"a t10nTrea t y wi th '?ol,u:id ;tUld by 'N~noun.olng the 

use of foroe in $.ttemp t1ng to alter the F.aats'rn fl'ontl~,I" . 

Further l While 6treaensann l abored t o b.e:tter d1plon"la.tic :rel a­

tions wi th Sovie t f1uss 1a , he. flrtiil¥ r e'3'eo t f.H'1 a Soviet pro­

posal tba t the two powers; jointly re\l'ls~ the!r !'ront1 e :rs 
25 

witb i>ol~nd, .• 

11.1 19.27 strestlmann a g;ced Amb~Ul ~Hi\dor BOnnGt " Fl'~noh 

r ~~presenta t1 ve in !terlin., to N~PM t t o Br1 land ttu~ t 'Il ••• so 

;,:;Q Su.tton, II,. 50~ .. 
t)~ 

"".:) 'I"'hb'" A" 7'0 ~., p . ' 0 

24, 1't;"i A 75' 
~.t P . ' . 

25 ,13::ret t on, p . 118. 



I t 

long et-tJ tngr'e l!'~iD':.t.in$ Ol\.;jt Gorl'lli~n nU'Ie. h e will neval' 

ocept th~ dispcs1tlotl.a ot the V~lfsall10$ TrllNltt'1 relativ~ 
26 

to n~tn:d.ti fJ,nd the Corr i dor .. Ber~ Loeb~ . President of 

tha Re.1ctu;tag, declhl:"&d at Lod~ on JaBlJ.S:l'y" itS, le27~ 

In Qer~!U1Y w'e lYl"()test a~aillSt tiit: CQrridor'" yat everyone 
27 

tbere> l;j.g:rees tos t, its ::'opulo. tiol) is POB.Btl . It 

'-tl?llvlSi o:n1a t p:ror aga:Odl1; gre,w in ~olu!De n.od ln, 1nte~.",. 

31:t.i with th~ ,f'US!uJ.g{\l of tl:ts We,lm.:ill' years.. I n 3l$ilit.fJmb0l"~ 

1928" li'Jhl1e on. an oft: id.~)d tour- of Ger man Hi l el5:L!\\ " Pl"~& '."", 

dent H1nd~n'burg deel~l'~d th.;! t tnt) cessi on of Upger iUl«>< 

es1G. to Po1and Wtl~l 1nfc~IllOU$. anti he d~mantitS~ its re$t1ta~ 
f,i6 

tlon. :the Gtft"nw.t~ presf .. prol1!l;. t ,13 took UJi thtl or-'$'_ !\.(lolt 

E1tl el";J mtatlIl'.'l'1l11fJ , oontirllJl,e~l,lritl:ld.ni puM1c i\:l.t't~r~.ltH.Hff.·S .1n 

whloh one of' hi:'; rod.in thertA!J3 W~I.S thlttot r evlaicm" In Se;pt-

ambe,r; 19~O ~ in an tlrtlcle t' trl~ L'Onduil ' Daill Express" 

0.0 clemande(1 thf!t revision o f the Tr eaty ot Ver l a 11.1eJs" ~nd 

'1.al!"t.H)terized t.ho Polish Cor r i dor I.U~ tt ..... a str1P Gf fl-asb 

Ott t from OUl'" boay H ~ ac n.u tional wO-un;t 'thlA. to 'l)lae<ts cont1nu-

ously; 1'UlIr.1 ti111 continue 't,.,} bleed 'till tfu~ lal'l:d is rtflturn ... 
29 

"'(1 t o USI .. ~ 

'.h.oc ""'" l':.as1oro11tJ.ak1. P .. 131" 

:3roogorte'iJ'sk1» p .. 3Q .. 

"'8 licitra,-, .f£ll.~ .. , J.J'l.i-lJ.:il4a p - 561. 
29 



" In l\lSl Hitler wrote t.o .ei"'url.i.ngthat~ 

l'hfJ P{ju,ce fi'e'$ ;-, ty of Vfjrsa111~~ is not 
P1'Jttce Traa ty., On the contrary it. Dalongs 

10 the Oti tegory of th':Hl-tI ~1bU~i:"Rt't~tl 
wh.1Ch ~~ar in tht){;ils~lv6s thQ :seed CF lata!' 
1#a l~$ '" ~o 

han~olG-?:moot, j'i'2t'encn runba33ador l~el"lln from 

13 

19.731 to laBe, lat'loi :t obSarvc1 that by 10ae Gifrnt~lny ShO~9'd 

no inelinat1Qn t o WI.1l:' ~ n(, d~s11'~ to enter upon tl prO.I!l:'f'aIr.! 

of dQnqu~st~ Th~ ael".m~1Jl.$ i sole g?1ovanee, he felt, Vl""" S 

n.in"t Polc.nc , <lnd their g1"'ea. t 6raam was t o ·era.s.4!J the 
31 

Po11&b Cot'!'lrlQl'I'~ 

(h)rman ra,isi4llJism in th~ 1920's, °th-alll) p-QI'vaded Na.st 

and: non-Na .. d. a11kei, an 1 it; wa$ n.ot. oont1Uf;ltl t.o deru~nd,ln'" 

tnl$ r~tul"n t ·C} Gerro.:m:y oj' tHl'r:tt.or1e!j 1nhabt ted, by GfArnan 

mt.t jor1t1es .. On the contr",ry II °there was lisrsi,ttint ag1ta ... 

tion 1'01' the r ecovery of 411,1 the 10$ region,,, wit.hout 

oons,1clQr at1on. tolil'olano: v,$ needtlJ" and l'f'1tboat l'<ega.l"Q, tort 

th~ oomplexion of the populi.1U onll'!be t.€1,rrltor1al prQ­

v1s1QruI or the Ver sailles Trsaty; as th&y eon08l1'oed German 

~tnd ,Poland , Gat.ldb11sherd 131 sit.ua tion to 1I1h.1eb Garmany rl(?'" 

fUHd to. l,<t5sent,. Certain ot..rH>lr problem., no·tably those 

o()noerning fJan:r:1g alld the German m1nori ty in Polan\'..\, sl)l'anl 

ft'oro 'th·e, tsrritor-btl. stlpulElt..1ona of the TNHl:ty; thesIS. toOl' 

failed of ,olution 1.n th6 pertod trom 1919 to 19S:)" 

30 13a,-'ftGs, IX, 99S$ .1tnli.,£:'$ ,tJl,r iE ~Ii t.lerts. 
::>1 



ClH •. Pl~l~R TWO 

lrhe German MinQr! ty in Pel~nd , the 

MlnQrlt1e:; R~gil!le'j fil,nd German NCitlonaU,sn; 

14 

By 1'9'2:1. tb.a Gftrman-Po11sh, fronti·er bad finally been 

de termined ;In :all ar.eas) t:i'11:s i'l"Ont1et left a s1J~'i\!Iabl<0 Ger­

man tdnQ!1" 1 t 'l in i>O:land in whose intel',ests Hi tlar waa one 

day to tind it tinecessa.ry-!'! 'Co go to Hr. In his procltlma ... 

t10n to the Garman Army; on Sept!im'ba-l" 1, 1939, the Fiibr~r 

che:r;ged that ~Ger-lBans in Poland alie perseouted with bloody 
1 

terror and driverl from their hOU&e£h 11 1hea~Jtpi'aQ: !!lit! 

~ take/:} as its main th'S'roe the minority grlevanees _ 

Tbere was a <.i&1>'te!n element of twt.h in !:11tler~$ indiotment 

of the Pol{;s Gn this score: the lot of the Ge,rman ml.norlty 

in Poland had n'E'}'VS'v been an altogether S0cru:re one" The 're:'" 

mar-bole taot was that Hi tler fit,S qui te c!epa.bl~ of l"etn.a1nlng 

mO!"e or lass unmove'l'i by tbJ.:s situation dUl:'!n~ U1Q;oS ye~I"s 

when1tserved hl,s, Plll"potHU to, bf> so ~ 

To meet the problems that would inevitably ariaf!t from 

the presence of a German minority in Poland numbering an 

stimated 1;500,000 persons, the teaguf!l h.ad reoommended that 

:relevantport1ons of ·t he .P01..1sh Minorities 'freatr be I1fH!'epted 



l "~ 0' 

b1 the Ge::r~~n Gov (!jr~n"t'. t atld tbe. Co>nf61"~nc.a, of: ll.l\S'bll;HUH~·" 

dOl"S (h~ o1 rj~d thl:il t th,h £hould b~ t hi:ll' ,\lase <lilting ~" f1tt4!t$n­

yetu! t1t~s:1 t.tonal £HHt1 od " A Ge:rl:1~-'?o11~h CO~"l1~n t.tO,t;£, 1 $. t 

w.a el dea:l.d ad; Vtfio fi t-i) be 'Q¢nc.lua,{~d to In.eO'l' 901' liA t-e tbll\\ lIlh<l)l.19: 
~ 

ug1l'e~6'nt .. 

'tt'l.eOunv'~n"t.1on r~g.f~r'tUn!§ U'PP fH.!' Siles1~ 'tit\S 110t Si.g,t1!i:Ul 

until Jil1\1 15, 1982 . 'Xb.e Oerm<.\D Jt~pt~·.sell.t:i t1"IJe "tho si(lf,t1l13:d 

i t deolfit'6d t):lat Uel'lll~ ~1~;ned Und~r dlU"I.'HiM~l' ~nd lo(;fk(Hl ,t~ 

thiilt .:t't.rt.Ut"0 t',o·r Pe.(ll!as.$ . 'l'hal'e, W~l1'(;t detDi)n$t~tl tion:li &ge.ln.st 

the agrl!H~ml)nt, 1.1:1 thCt f'aliab "~~lU ~1 in the: <l-et'mall Re!euIU)af, 

w:n.l1kn tb,05~ ;lilarl1at:nonts, l"Litit!rad t he Oe-,n,vfJnt:ton. !hE) ?OltHi 

\'.\ompla!ned th~t t l1$ ov(~t'-Ql1. settlel:fl'~ntl:'U,td ~i v,n tl'uli$ to.., 

11 ttle" wh11~ in ~l'r ln tbu t.r~~rsfj,111es Tr~.iirty w.\s r.dr(~Rrj,l 

dl'}'iwine h€favy f:iJf'(ij.G H.~1n·esentativfJS of tue 'V ~s,:r1oua O~ren 

poll ti~al pt:l.I't1e.s ~ot1ng ro',t' l~~ t1t1oa t10n, too"g thee Q'O Ilt.i.al on 

tv atf1l"£(; that G~l"man1$lj,} ./O-uld ~lw1llY6 l? lS!l1iI~~ vital in Upp.al" 
;3 

SUesl&" 

Tbe \1onventio~lof 1~2~ provided t bat fo!£" u t1t'teeti­

~ea.c1· period both G~:cm(tn:v anil Pol~nd woull1iaoeept i'U$ b14d1ng 

in th@11;~ l'tHiH'iOotive !l.ph8l1'~IJ o f Upp~:r 1$11~s,La iJll PQl"t1onl c>f 

the Poli ·s1l:1Ltn~Jl'1tle$ tl"Ol'l. t:y S)l,)~tipt the nat1onal1t , a1"tlele" 

the Conven'tion requlr6~ :1;11u t trlbuna,l,$ andc{')Uttts ot 3U$t1o~ 

, Sli\·,l&§l,. {t'Otldon, {lD:rg~ ,~Ul$1'l 
;p .. 207. 

5 Se0 IQ1i-}> p _ a26 , r OJ! the tlupstanoi$ 0:£ "t.;h,·ia p£1li'ag,raph,, -



le 

wG::re t o, be comp,a, t en:t ta e)l:um.il:v:: WfHil tM1" the 1~gl$1.at1 V£I or 
4 

aq.min.1sti'lltl'V'a pl\'lovb1ons ,(J~r~ not oontt'&ry t.Q 'th~ P~et ~ 

Artic.lo '!4. of th~ (!orrll'entl;)l1 8 t1 r. ulateu t.hat It ~ It ... the qu~s­

t10n Of '1I'h e tJ';iN' a J'lifl.'SJt'l doos 01,' does not b~,lon£ to f.l !t'\ao141~ 

11,ngu1atic or ire:UgitHl:3 '1.l inority may not b@ v:et~lt1en or 
5 

i ~H)ut,ad by the .:t1..ltho:r1tles .. tl 

~l'h~ n'::$~l~t oi ttl.: COX'H'liH\t.tcn was tnt} Pt;)lisb M1n~i"1t1tlg 

'1're~ty1 t$alf 1 ~hleh s~lrv~~d as a sort of Illo<;i$l fo li' allth$ 

othi!ir PQ~t;-,:;'1l;$t WoX'l lJ. W6.1!' minorities tl"e1-.lti~s.. Article;~ 

Of th\:;l 'l;r":t!t ty u.il .'J 'U%"t1d ~ll inha'b1tt41t$ or P¢lrs,nd» w1t:hO'ut 

r egar d to. b1l'th) x:a,. tioual,1tY;t lci;tl1&ut>.ge , 1"''' 0 (; 01' rnlig.1mi. , 

t l full and dompl e tli ~lr¢toc t:loll of life and libo!'t.l," nnd. 

- 'ln~the.!;l 8uaratrtoed t ,) 'thf~m the !'l'et3 ex;;rcl·~ e; 'Of' !tab4/' Cl,'eGlIj 1 
6 

r~llStion or h" l1eftl in l'lcubllc or in prlvg,t2 , Ar-t1-cl,et 4. 

8t,1,pul;~tl';)C\ tb~t OermiJ.ns h~bitu;Jll.y rss1dl?-nt in !':131twd, f9,nd 

'''hel!' eh11d.;>I!m, 11lCludin4 th.ose wt~o W'13r1t'f' not 1t1 Pol.a.IVl wbliiln 

" t he Treat;:/, cnt.al'ed into f oro&; were ?G11sb na tional$ .. 

Art..lGlo 6 d~c~urad th<l t 'II All PCraOll13 born 1."l j:>oli3h t s:rrl ... 

t Ol'Y wh,} a r !i- n":) t born natlm\als of" ,l~hotber $t.a t~~ lShtal 1ps9 
e 

!:!mst~'11 b~coU'le .?ol.1sh 11l1 tionals. tl itl l n~\ tlotla1& wel'flI> declftl'~c1 

'1 C .. t'i " Maaali't.ner) ~! tf~ ~!!~ Slfl liQU.,9ual, !i&!tor&t.1s" 
(Londons Hum»hr1, lU ... fol"d , 9,54), p .. 263 ~ . 

kI';J 'UJ~~ 2t fia:t;iou:t un.s1 '!!i~RD~ M1Mlt1 ... 
. ,.~!.:;. ?tmpn~ ~~cliltlgto.n, C~r~.ei1e En<1Qumeiitl."o\" 

1945)~ p " 141 .. 

$ 
aeul'tn~r (l p . 503. 

,., le..1.1., p.. 5",.",. 

6 'f'Oi is ,) .'. 1Il,\A 
.A!U~ .. tJ! ,311 • vv~ . 



to bu equt.tl befor~ t.he latl J and to :r:O~.s (IHHtl tb.a S~m@ c1v11 

an".\. po11t1o~ l'istrt;:)j no. I'€;stri.otion was to he pl tM)~d on 
9 

the t'l'{~e ul'.:le o:f thej,:r. l.6ngu. ~tge (I Mtnol~l tl.'E~& ~'HH~~ to ,enj.GY 

fAne Sftwe trtla tlDfJIU t ~nG $-oeur 1 tJ' lrl. law $ ·th~,. wert:)tG 'tI, 

17 

t'ree 't o 8D,tu.tr11e'h, ttl<Auagw snd ~Qntl·ol t.h~:h· vwn. .aenools una 

otntll" edueat .ion<ll estahllsnm!$nt ,l .1nd their own oharitabllaljl 

:t' ;.Jjl.1/ii i O'll.lS r,m ... !$O(li<l ina t 1 tu Mons , wi ~h 'tbe l'i!ih t to us-e. 
10 

hell" ot-~n l'o11gj.ol) thfire:tn .. th~ir 0 \'1>1 1 ,,,,n'..1 e~"Gl"cJ.ao 

r tielas. 8 alwS'af t.h'~ Pcllt;h Minorit,1es. ~l"~at1 .re(}u1r~d 

' ''''ut Pollsh o1t1 ~en.a 11vi~...g. tn PSl:"'ts 0t POliUl.d wh t oh had. 

be(m Ge-rmfAn soil on AUi\,,:st 1, 1914, in <l1s tll'ic 't,n 'i,\h6re a 

conside rabl e! }lor tion CIt th$ populat,IQn liW.G oi' other t.han 

Pol.ish, s ch .. "i'I'lJl:;"~ to 'b~ it!' r Ol~dQd r~eUl M.e, f or inJ trno"" 

t 10n in 'the11" 0;;>;11 lanWUll~tt 1nU.de. the tra!11Gwork or the public 
II 

ed-uc·fUA:'Qn ~f$ tew. 

nU~e:B pr4!)vlsion;} \~ere a:Qoln:r~1 t o be obl i!~ations or 

intfiil·mrt;1on.a l QOrl~eJ.'n, tln d £}O w~n'e plaCQd undO'r ott L-eague 01" 

Nat1oo$ gWll·ant~e .. 'Iheycoul1i not be mO':i1fieo' without roa.1-

or1tyeol13'entof th~ Le~lUo Couno11, and .\lin ellll.bo.r~tti m'60h ... 

.aml1S1n W ,S oreated t o (lIftect Golutl oM to any dis putes 'Nhich 
1::3 

m1gJH arlee trod.ttl' ttw T1Nn.ty . ., Th'3 rl!<tol"d or the 1i\!eima r 

EUU"S ~tj ()f t.he f irst 131:11: yea rs of t he-fla,z1 era Siltlw$ that 

innUD.Hlrabl.o di&$;tJta8 d i d; 10 flitot,l ·tlll'1thosll> 

9 . " ~f.t('HU2'tn3.Y JJ p ~ t)04 .. 

10 ~ .. , p . 505~ 

11 lM.1..~ p .. !SOB .. 

12 , 
zeQ~atc, pP . 94-95~ 



IS 

!t pl~.n t'oo~ thfJ lnt etm\t1onal proteat:lon of m1nor.i't:tcu 

wa,s consldere-d by the pel;. ee ... rmK(U"s t.? be ,u :1.1\19 g,~ ,!9A of 

un endurln~ rH9l:,CtJ.. 'l'be p lan tb~1 deveJ.oj}€d w~'\.e producet1. 

from a . pot;!J.9l~ oi' ('intt~~Qnl$tle int&:r t~{it $J ,lUlU r-01nts of 

view U' G~rnmnr $' of courg~ /I c tune under the SYSt0 tn only to 

th.e extent t hut tuG' Conv~ntion. of May lOll 192~a» tteg.R:rdlng 

Ugp$r S:tlesl!lll W(U3 unC(ill' Leatttle ot lin t 1!Qns $u])sz;vl s.1011 .. 

,Pd.l' t from tn1s Conv{."'lJ tion the Lb~). gu~ tJi:nof'i ty system we.s 
l~ 

built upon wult!la ttilt/41 agro~m~nts.. Opt.osition t o t!ie 

l,'egimH 1n Uppe-r H:tleSl tt ii and t o the wh.ol~ .winor1ti'lNs :ay!]t~m . 

~l~S ~Gon !"~g1steI'ed by POltln d ,t by th<9 Gf.lrmen minol"ity in 

Poland i and b.t G~rmhn~. NGthf!ng be t. t ar tp.ana. unl"<ier stllly 

unp,opulal'" ~u.!!:~ru'l Wir,'t~ evm:' reall:&(Ju. 

Prom th~j' v{~ry baginn1rlg la.nd r es-ented wha t ,s. i-1 pear'J~ 

to it t v be a fundawantal limitat.ion upon i ts lov~r,glgn1ty; 

mtnoriU"a's l1ff<11r$ .. t' iuu30ned the POleg:li tlel"~ :m~'ttel"'$ of pU!r<t ly 

'tOli\fH~t1ocon~eI'1l.. Such wa.~ the ourthtll. 'Of f;~!lEn'''''\'"sld.ts \fooal 
14 

ob;j~ilt1on5tO the' ?o11$h Afinorl t1~ ~ 'l'renty.. In thool'l" 

th~ Gel'milO; m1nol'i ty in Pol anzi W4S wlDll prot~oted. lit laVi' of 

July, 1920, h '- ivan 11;)0&1 :autonomy and a local lei1s1atur 

!-o UP1';far S11esia.. ltor eQve'li' , thee voH.sn REpubllc had its 

t(Julltta,U unson th~ p;r.ino1ple of bl"o'-'td local .au'tonotq , 'P.hi'oh 
15 

was wl"lttf~n into the Constitution of' .March, 1921.. And 

1:.5 I.ni~ t,. Cl tiu'iio , J'1' " # ~\.~!~mN.. M1Jlot:,!.tte.~, $Jl lrat~rtlf1 ... 
.Y-9M~ PFobl l~a (Calabridgo , l\fa.SB w, R(~l'Val'd iJni v~r$i t~ · 
·-:L' t'}ss , 'X~5!), Pli ~ 15 ... 16 .. 

14 1M.a .. , f.l " 51 0 

15 '1aohrey, !.~) ~91.!-Jt~/~l, 1).. 18a .. 



the Conva nt i on ~(' 191?,S l'eeognlzl:ld. Itl\"'\ sought t o pro~ec t. 

~i long 11:'lt of minor ity l'ightl;'l ~ .i1u t t he&1) thIJQ1"'$:U;-ea.l 

g&lus t 0 1! t ht: mlnol"'lty wero t1ot, tJ.lw{lYs t' e.al.1i'.ed i n f a ct" 

.• 'hi<.: .roi nor! t~ i ts~l!' ?titS fr~quQntlY t he i ourae rolf 

tr()ublth 'The Pclistt \7$:rmanSi~ f$S}l~.llel:S.11y tho$s 1n Opn:er 

B1le 1"" 1 posses s$d a dyn2'l.mic on6eiouanese 0 baln~ eel' .... 

, -:,,,, 
.I .•. ", 

tn. 'lin, and th~y !Il'MS'G loni,in~ '~1es a:Cl·O.s ~ tch(j f l'o n t,lfll'Sl to ... 

war ,':! the fl.~ ieh.. 111ey Wel"e, t harot'ol'$, (.Ui>nger ous ·t o ?oland . 

,.U~~ Sj th'E.'ty sutfered J1 tJotO€ltiml:l's tieverely 11 w:\llerti}e 'Nai"3f.}.W 
16 

GoY&rn~($nt .. NO\'f!,Vjl'~, outs!dl(! Qf c Grtal11 a.:t'ea :f8. i n tlppu ' 

Sil&s1a. di d the Gc Z'man-Poles outnumber t he o.ther Po,l ea; 

bu t t bana Polish GG!'JlI{-i.1l.B hsd formerl~ <tOl.'u:~ t1tuted a f'Ul,..,. 

l ne alafJs ; 'line 0.1l'atH';io chatl€;e 1.n tlu~£r poelt.1onlilt'te tr 1918 

lef t the m b1tl:er, M {.l the {.1er1l'UUl eo.,"($-r:r:l$("'llt. $ ot t he 1920 h 

17 
and 1930' !i- encO'ura,ged them :in th~ll? 1"asentsJent,. 

'Xhf) C~ll'~an l'1I.itJ.or1 t y in Poland wa $ one of tbe 11);$ ( ;1.%1& .... 

tiona of what has beel'l t el'mud the \'f truu~1tloI'.Al neo-na t l on ... 
18 

al ia'ln o f ·tha i n tel l e c tual elitelJ tr~t made;!' s o '!:flu-eil head ... 

',vay bet w-G0D the der~u t 1n .l'ii1t~ @nd t h!.i' l ' ;tseto pt.Hll'ar ' of 

N'eti ot'H11 Sooialism in 1933. Waltn:r' 'Hat.henau :spGnt to-os 

16 Hacw.1"tnuy ; pfl.. 41.5-416 .. 

17 Hugh Seton-Wnt,on ~ ~~$tO!n EMX~ ~~~~~~n !P~ Wa~2 • 
.! :.316 ... U~ (C"'Itnor idge;, 1::n51~nd " At r the UnIversity . 
WretU~ , ..... 948) .. P'P . :t"rt -279. 

la 14~la1o~J Ba:umont.ll John H .. it .. Fri(ad lfD.{l ~wond V:el"1tltaiU" 
eds ~. I 1ll~. l't+1t'~ lls,i .. 'tI::1, l'n t r t}duQtiQn &r J'~(Jq'U~s fr4G!tf 
( New Y01"'lc , Fr ec.!oricl!: A,; Pra~g t':}l" J '1955)" p .. 8~. . 



j~O 

ffjt;).l'S r(~l.$lnhl hi t'l , call to!' !ll. fih't1o:rlfil c Orflmunl t y l $i..l 'bl ,tit 

tl'6i 1n~d (';11 tee . OSWH.ld S~)engl(Jr i·ti vl '16'00 P~tn,.Germaiiism arid 

t .h$ f'bU{)~o:ph1 of' Ci*'u"n1an p:r~r1~$tlrw.tlon.t and .lJ;G011er V lM) 

d~:u 'sl"uc.ll:;: eOl\11et11n1n g ComiinMu1/SID $And 11.b:6lt"~1 (hJf.D:O~1"~~Qll" i\\11 tn. 
19 

equal el.an, eaml)fli gned,. tOl" t h4i! ansGlut.e statl$. 

Gottfried 'ed~;r 1 $ Pl"Og:r~.Hll 1"0-1' the N'a tional f.~e)o12.1l.1:t$ t 

German Wo~kers f P,s;rtjr II w;f':1t tIJn in l:~ilaO, r etle'etHita 'thil)r~ ... 

visl-onis'tMld p.an .. tlfil'man a ttl tudes, tl:l1~t Qb~ll'a,c:t~~1.ll.ed. th~ 

ebb-tide Oer.many Of'ttH~P~l"lod o 'Xb~ f1rst t19l0 .polnt$ in 

thi5 :p:ro~lt{im :r et!il'.d~ 

1. We detlland th~. l.mlon Ql' li4\11 Gel'mt~Llg t~ 
tQit'ma Gr~at {~\1Jil'Wdl'Q O'n th~ 'bas1& of t'h~ right 
ot' self-detHltfiin'l.t1on enj£>jI'i&{l 'by a.ll n~t1on8 .. 

£ ~ We d~n'lan't equal1ty 'Of rlgbt,8 for the 
G0:rmt1.n PSoIlle 1n its f.t~e.lins5 w1thotbe:t' ~t1on', 
~lnd abol! t10n o,f th(; Peaoe 'rreattes Qf V~r$4't:! l .. • 
1(3$ an1 iit. Germa.in. 20 

k"eder IM~el' \n'Qt~ <Hl 1"tttln :t'fl'l.lHl1'£li:S r~ll rtS. 't1 ve t f.> tb1.spl"QSl'ill1;l, 

M d in th{~trt b~ at;): ted, 

All t.hl)~ e Qt l}el'!'ll!{ln bloo{j 1 even i l' tX~i@y 
l1ve !(; \ pre8ent und~:r DanJ.sh. polish, a~ecb, 
!tlAllan or French $€!Ive:re1gnty, ar'0 to be 
united :tn on~Ger:man Reich ... "We, ~111n(¥t ,..~ ... 
11ntl":.d.s}) 'OUt' claim t o an:; German.. 21 

lJu.rlnl> the t:ro\.~bled; 'l (!RJ;rs ~t t ~H' 1919 'tne .seml~ff'j1o!iZll 

c)'rgani$ll tl~n$ CCl'neel'n~~i ~~1tt wO.I"lt f,01'' and uong t.h~ Gel1'mtlttli!i 

1. -. iving Qu.ts1de Ge.rmany gl"e~! tre:l'lIiuh1ouslr. ~be' V'~:t~mt\'rr 

ll:'i Sell,) l~aumont , pp .. a4.,..~n , t'Q I" tb<ill aUbtttanoe cf tll.i l$ pua ... 
gra,:pb~ 

. ~i~i!:11~'H 

p. as. 
Hl 1b.l~ .. ;; I jl .. 68. 
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s~ §., l)litynmW 1m ,~usl,and.; ';I~ui,lllt :referr~d 1'...0 sl.!!lply lU1 

Y .. D~ A ... bad b~en fOcunded ~~~ a. Gerw~n t;tohool tselue, in 

A\l$t.rili ~ in 18S0. P(HHii$5$ed 0 1' ~melabo:ratfj G1"g~n1 ,l!',i'ttlonJ 

wi t11 departments fot' hu.({1n~)s$ l.'ts~nagem-ent" tout;b t" 01",k. 

publlctt;)'an~1 01·g4:l:n1.:.~:atlQn:t vll'loation t:u1ps Il>.nd bikini; and 

tba 11'1(~, v. ti,, 1%. . W~$ <.1\ ~ort lOt Q\)fl1l&Ot1:ng 11nkb({jt.'1J~'n 

G\ilt"m'i\~1li i n the nO!Il,~~l ~~J Lltnd Oel'fflan ~obuoliiltn f'ortllgn oO'Utit-
r~52' 

1"1a.s,. In 'the YSllU'S ~ft*r 1919 V .!) . A .. f~lter~d 1~$ prG.8lr-am 

to meBt tbe ~x,1g(:1nc1~$ ef th0 ch!!u\gtt<i 1l1tu,at1on" :Ba$1e~111; 

it ea,nu~ to ceme.E'u'l.l 1ts~lt wi t.b tilf,\:1n'l:.a l ning G~\u'mMi ()ulture 

amotll 'th6.lUi!iJ,and,4§lr~$,OJl arm:lnElt o~het' n~tlo,na11$'m~.. W1th 

thtl ristf of }jJ~ittl:m.fi,lSQeJ"$'!l.11~m ., "i)"Lt. .. @@':nt1oU~ li ~ Qut'''1!1t'dlr Ii 

as til £Htld ..... prlv~t te ol'&ani~at1Qn.. ti-&tl,e d,uubt &3 1.'0·1" ~%'ho:m 

i't wcrV'k~d OM b~ ~tlt(U·t~11'led , f or atttl}f' letl~;' V .. D .. J'h bUlS'ied 

~;Uelf $end1n~ Wa~l t·(!:!%tboak$d~l"Qa,ji. Qnd ca.l'rling out !i'$s,,; ;t 

pl"os~agnnda abl'(;)ad.. 13)" lS~~~ l'i 1'01> (}lW.tnpl<l$;» 1.t Wlil,~ v'er.1 Qotlv'(t 

di6tr1b:ut1ng h~ndbil,l.$ c~~Ulng 1"01' anextannion of' tbe fJ~r .... 
ea 

man le.a.l!GI!~~ 

,ilnoth€tl' tmr,lortant o:r5$'t1;nlg;atl(;n, in.teX' 'i:Jstl1llCi. i it\ (:;ermans 

abroad w,ns the ~ut$~pe.8, ~1It:n'1 ... tnfili't1Ft!l1, o!' $) .. A. .. I;, ti\')und­

l!iid i n 191"1' 't!;(> inVtH~t1ltt~t~ trH! s1tuftt.i:on of tb~ Gel'ma.n.mitl­

or1ti~1l u.nd to frid i n th~ vre$et"v't~tlon or th~1t na t loR£11Sl». 

This o1l'gltln1zlatl@1'l, t oo, '~a1! "~ffJ)ljolallY ~'lot1.'Vg in the p.l"opa ... 
_4 

sanda f1.~ld, ~nd 1 t ~tol'ke,d in olos\$ o~oj)e'r~t1gn with ~i Ii D. A. 

f,,'z, '01:11 ttkld $tnteBDapi'ii,.l"tm~n t at' Stat... ~4~ U.ol!a! ,S2c,l a11&m , 
p, . 1.11.. ~...... 1 . rr . ~ .... -

""3 '. loid .. J pp .. ill; 11f> .. 

~4 ih4,~ . 1'·'1 '1' ~)"') . .., , ~~.,j< P'P .. . I!~ . - u ... . 



2·~7. 

ti .A .. I .. $tu(tt~d Oe!'man~nbroad in aSQie-otlf1 ouWXln(JIr .I' 

/:slId £lutel);l,. Qam.t~ t~, be th~ mo.:rt !rop<U'tant 41)·f ~,ll tbe~~ ~in ... 

(t1.~~d orla61,~a tloas.. After lB19 1. t QOllOerned 1 tael.f wi t.b 

tb~ nellJ Pt'oble,i'Ds l'esult1net"rtJttl the W'td'it .and 1llnr5fJ;1·toi)k not 

onl y t o oef;,.~d O(,i ;r:'t\1~ll, n~ 'ti Q'nal~i al.broad , bt1tt. even to d iri~ ct; 

n~w emisrat,ion to fJ tl"engthQ);f! Gernlhn oO!Zt$unl t.1~!1l t~lt'ead, 
5 

exis ting .. rn ttt thl~ ~H:\m!-"O.t''t·1¢1(~1(:ll!'Jaanl~ill;ti(m 8~ l"v:ed the 

G~l"l'han Statesesms &. !lare e~j#!'Otu:t'~t bt l~;$2 its boe.I}Q IQ,t" 

d.lr<>'(;·tol".£l inoluded repl'~.eefittl tl ve.S 'Of th;* .Reiob €4nd s. 't;,g.tf.) 

go'V~!;'nm6nt$.. r.'rOm tha Iii){:.trl.y 1900 '3 the G.fiv~n"mJ. ~overnrtltlPnts 

l:n (Jarman, toxak: an Ii.H;:t1v~ P~l~t in tbe ;st1'lnu~~.1 ltle,etin80Qf 
26 

!'),. tk.l .. fj .A .1.. 'l'!ttt5 oi'!'1eially r~1\;rl· .g\it.nl ~ad, und l':JI" tho !flz i:.1 $ 

in 195{) , and t ):un' e 15 no la'Ok of' ev1d~n()~' t\,) $tlow :1. ts :rul~ e, 
and (4)>denteoOpel'rH;.lon w1 t h the Pe,rtyfrQttI ttv:d:. 't1me t"'01"¥I"-r'd . 

M~~nY oth~Hrf1atlolvUlst ~GCiHt1~~ w'ere rQun<l~d,. 1nclud ... 

:lng .~ nUIIJuu:' o f X1~iI.'l'l$:Mar.~.1l\lt wblcnun:1 t~d in 1919 t o form 

tlUt ~4QP,tL~~ Pm9tzb'lm~, ~!hici~, O!iH'Jama-thu c®nt,:t!'a! fl·$i.30ei,a,· .... 
~8 

t,l~li of th~ V'a .ri.OU$ l)l'()ta c't i v :'$ ;$oc1~t1 ,a 's .. iO$t studt;~t 

g:tOU ~) $ W0l"f!1 stlbsid::f.erlEH~#, tmd tb~ ¢ve:r-1l11 aim eaml.1 to be 

'the fostGl":tng ot' l;\ f' ~el:1n~ of O{}.$IIDun1ty ~mon~ all 00il"m:am,s ,1 

no mj~ tt~l' w.nere- t.h~y mlght live.. fiH,bao.!¢! thou'gut .in 'tb:€lU 

:~i Itfllph U .. Blsohotf , 
{O~mb1'!idg~ '1 Mas,s ~ f 

eSTh'i d lOA, ~v, p.. "'>\\. 

27 . . ." ' ruq .. t ,pp . lia~-la'l " 

ge lt1'~ , o ,'{ c ." ' ~ , u", PF. 'r> """.. ... Q;:). 

~~Z! {~,qy'!!~Ji.l t¥ou~ ~!:nHUl QY..~ 
Har" va rd, tln ivel'$ tr ~e$s; 194'2.r~:---p:-104. 



23 

progl"am wafS to proteot the German V01!,S'\Ulll,J fOT example , 

they 'i¥':>rked to produce .a German victory i n pleb1sei te 
2~ 

ar eas a.nd they campaigned e.ga:tnst t he 'Ruhi' ocC'upiltlon . 

Tha theory wa,~ tll; ,:!ot th{? C1errea:t\s ab,rol.!\.G .Qonsti t'tltt~d a 

n.ational grou p which, becaU$e of it$ blo~d 'ties with G~r ... 

many" pos,e$$sea tnhcl'ent l'1ghts o.S a 'Peo~,;le; t he gO.al, 

a i1usltt"Hily, \\11;\$ the g'Ylltb{i~1S of p&opl,e und state ,'~iti11n 
30 

th~ limit ::. 0'1' praotio&l jlos!:; ihi11t1.tts. 

Thl$ t:htnk1ne meshed beautlfull, l/f1t h National Soo! ... 

a11st it.'ieo,lo{;y, f or Naziism, of oourse, 'tht>.ught ~ftb.e 

orgz.nlc VQlksKit"U£ ~")e,rh Th$ theQrlz.1ng of'Adolf' Hi tier a nd 

oth&rs, wrltinf,: and s :;l s a~1nt in tho 19JaOts, app'e~t r's Diuch 

lese orlg,inal when view'cd af:i~in$ 't t he ba()lq$l;'ound o·f th:& 

g enel"al Oe.l"m.lln p1trture! 

Thcl"e can be 11 t tle doubt tbat i n \'{:e10t1l" Germ.any 'tb0re 

,·>ta $ pOliular a~ w~ll ~s Qf1.' lcial 1n~l"est 'In thGS'0 nat iQ)n­

aliat orgtln i.zations devoted to f ont e r1ng GerJiu'iltli Bm atrsong 

the O'9rm~m ·\njnor1 ties abroad . Th o number 0'£ La.nIi~svterl?M':i..! 

l'aElcned fl/I by 1932; thtJil" 100&lS , which nUIil'bered 1,'10'1 in 

19:25, t otaled S.286 by 1951. TQtt 8ghslgruP{l0n" unlnrpQ1"tant 

121 1914,81"io number i ng neaI' ly 1 , 000 in 1923, totaled $bout 

5,500 in 195£ .. Local wQmen" s ol'gan1:r.attong ruse froe '$5 

29 Bisonott', Pll .. 98-99. 
·-~tO\ . ". 

Ibid., II .. 100,; 
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in 191$) t o' 112 in J.91,i2~ .;ru~e,pA.&rlU?J?2n rtH'",chm.i a t;<)t;al Qf 

354., in llill}/? fU1d ",\.k~1rJmi!9Ai ~tU:l'!ii~i1\ ~.mlnt~d to 41 ... !!any 
~n 

of th"');.l~ \.lrg£ .. nl~l\ td.on::i ''rer~ Q (.jop~:Vil.t1ne rul.ly <~rtel" 19'32 . 

So it ~;iS tha:t the r~~ltiona.l Social.l.i3t,t;j tm.J.nd !:!;. popu-

1.,.1' and smooth).y f'unationing ma chi n$ t or their 'i'\(~l'~~ ~mQns 

he Gar!l)h.n mirwr1 ti,ef.l. Tho f irs t purely tl~z1 or~!~n1i1a ... 

t10fHl t Ql' Oel"t1'l1f.l.ns. &i:lrof,d Wel'E'/, found.6<1. for the 1tiO$t9~U:''t~ 

in(.\e'f!a:nd~ntlf.!n 1~.30 t;l Sl1ltl.ll ~r-ou.~ of N(':.U'~i6 1n Ht);.~Jbt;lrg 

b~gan pr~partltO'ry ~:ork f or .s. Party office t ,) dua.\ with 

probleX!ls eoncernlng Pal'ty mombGl's an:'! tho G$:rm~n·~ Q.bt'Qaa * 

l'he ~Foro1&'ll SoeiBt:y of tnt? n~1ohta Dl'rectoretfE of t..~e 

NrSDAP'" was f'o:rma.l1y ~)S t;$.h11Sl\ed on May l.., 1'901 . ~,tl(;, in 

"ctober, 1930 1> WH I;i put -U!1·d~l" trbe le fJdnt"sn1;p o 1! !"iUfiolf l~e$s .) 

few mont,.'I:l~ ht tl$l' i tf5rJ;lU'!!!'! was abaxlie~:1 to ~F'o1"01an 01"€f;l,;n1 ... 
~2 

~I!!t'j.on ot the NSDAP, If ;m,1 h.er:dqul).rt~l'a Wt;l'~ movod to }~e,rlln. 

V. D.A . ehWlgl)<l 1t$ ntj,ffiO but ret41n~ld its .ll'\lt1~ls upon 

i~h <ll f'ill~ 01: Hi tle;r ~ 'I''1btn it b.ecam~ tho le!lSPb\4t.lit.ii~: l1fl..! 
,ev"$t' :1 t wo:dted i n e.l,os!il' 

QOQP Ql,- ." ... e1on 'Wi thO.A" I.. and th1# l!lino17Q.Ol"m~n SlL"QUP& ,dt.~ 

similar !il.1nH\~ Most t'tnvLlly unitt!'.! t :) fo.:rUl th'e gt"tlat 

It Alliance of F!>eo~rmmld(U'1J A5$t)oj.~t.ic>na" It ma..na.g~1 Q1 V. D "J\.. 

p,.fMn.· 193 11 these lnstitu,tlons, worked together tmder 

31 iiGchoft , p" 87. 

'·2 Uni t~d St~teu r)l$l:partUl~nt (J,f s tat!\: li ll~ '~iop!l. B.9sJ..J ... tlsrg t 

pp .9t6 ... 94 .. 



~d5 

*5;5 
the gu1d/l.nc~ of: t hl'il 1:i<:l.ai13 " 

!.fte l" 1£1;&:5 ) $.11 (nrst' t,QI$ 'V01"lO, 'If:hct' s'rel'' th(n~~ Wf::'l'~ 

CE: r>rtJ ~Hl$:IlCentl' ,'i:tlly ol."gt..t!i .t e d ~l'CUPS ;;1~ (i) e$ t a 'blisbed t1h.leb. 

cf.m.1'(ts sllld t h®il" faith. in 1:Li tlle't' an·:! ob~led ol'~el'" l'reln 

E<f;lr'lin~ ~!t:d .. l e t l1i s sl tu ""'tiol'l w~.s no t s o bad laS m;;..:nr be­

~ ie~e~j , it d.t .a COY;ttl'ibutEl 8tE.H;'(,.ly 1;0 the mlOuntin·g (.t.wos,,· 
<$4 

pner e of f~j~l1i arlO $tlspicJ.0n" 

XhofJe grc UF$ J lik(; t he N$l)AP 1t'Strlf, W>$i"f; l&'I"t ,if a. 

F'.oreignOrgurl1 1.:fatl"'')1l wk'\.l Qb Wt;W;$ hlt:hly ol~s~.n i. ~ (Qt1 ea th,~ 'b B. $l.f~ 

of Umd tH$£1'!it.Bpe.Q,Lq. .... ·¥t'$~kre1 ·9.i, 9rt§£lum;e'll ~nd a1ili.~ .. ~\t~~~ 

or aanntry ~1'Ou.!.)S;l' f;'tional s~~etiiOil$ ., lQcal 8,rt>U$)S nnd, 
.' bl·.;;~ncheis., Th~ n l~'\Jhl'e !l'.· .P.ttne1pl e !! ob 't,~1ne"l th.)l'o~~ghtltltf '11ith 

l' inal auti~o:r1 ty r cpo$inr; in t;r. B>, h.ifn d e of .kio1.t H1.tl'1llif.. '{'h!(J' 

e t;rj,t ~d pUl'~S{; ot thi s bi ,hly ol'g4nl li$r.~d m~~h.tnery W€!.S th~ 

:pl'opa~atlon o·f" !'f:l!uli i. d1:~ol¢t;l' if(.lnong th~ ().erm. tl.natlbro~~l awJ the 

contl'OJ.. of U~ei.r e.- ~o.:r~ot:11(; j; ~olJ. tical t};nd cul tU!",1tl act1v:t t .1e s ~ 

1'0 ru:r'th~l' th1 ~ p1J.r p(J~e ) the CeX'm~\tlJJ ;\ij;t>l::'o~d W! OX'1: themselvf,t.,$ 

c ll;,::,s i!;l lf!f.!<,j. 1ntc 'n"8~nl zat1on,s f or In\~~ere, l;ll'ofiliS8ors. 
:S6 

studants. f:tnd st.· forth" H.J lB~fl6 Rudolf 11ess ~t~S llthl!} to 

boast that Gg:rm~~l.ism !:'.bro:.'td bJAd oeon eaptu:rl'i~d by ~e.tton~>l 
2>6 

lSoe:L $:' llsm~ IrJ Pol,;f.l;nc , evenputslde the l~l:r~t,:. S ever htld by 

3.0 Unlt~d Stat lilkit D~1.l&.rtl\H~nt of atiite. Na:ti ,onLy, §?5.H.;1!J,hm t 
j;i~ . l~ll~ 

~tt . 
oJ' .. ]lau ..... ' ... '1" . ¥\ 886 

or' ._lu.w1\iI' ~.1 j/ '" . ,ofl 

5 5 United 5tat~$ lJe partsl.;)nt 
p. 96 .. 

343 I "' " ;l . 'J! f:t l'l ~"t,; .• Ii :P oj o'J'V'" ~ 
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Oe.r.r.lHi.D1, thG Gel"al!lDS, .~ere w~ll pr &f.lar it;d by l~az.trloat:tQn 

t,\:l SIlU'V& as 6 pre '~ext for ~~a:!:' ag,fJ,lns't Foland .. J,~urln.g 'the 

Y?fir thoy funet10ned as sn eftaotl''I6 ut"itth oolumn, n col­

leot;lng, duta~ pl ~'tntlng Gign,;;!;lt, f'ol~ t n t') Lut'twei'f~lI 6'ngaglng 

in dlvtlI's1Dn1:at turtlvit.iss, and gene,l'all, undermin i ng the 
37 

Polish forces .. 

IlCamJ.wh11~ ,,, a l.l through 'thi;l 192.0' $ Gal",IlH!,n-]~o11nh l"~la ... 

t 10n s \'t&r ft v€lJta(l b',Y the minor1 t1pl:Oble'll'i" S~foX"e Oe-l"m~ft)' 

b~c&no a Ul6mba't" of the t(! , ~UO of' Nations i t ha<;l no right to 

1nvok€\ the :tU.n':ll'i ties 1?'e~,rty ag~1nS:t ?0'1~n1 4 }Ju.t tbll+ COun .... 

ell hea r d !/t{}eunr.,;lf)S .. , :' (1It.1tion,sfl"om tbe C'1.'! l'$r::'l1 m1no%'1 t,y 
~18 

gl'O:UPS wJl1ch Polhlnd 1' , ja;'1 t'tif;~i! as frivolous., <! .. 1l. numbe r of 

~ueb GtHh!S e"let1 l"aaeh~d th(~ Pa:nnr.Ulent OOUl"t Of' I:nt.~rnat1onal 
39 

Jl.U. t1 e.e • 

lllsg;adlyto keop the question >:,,r 1~h4"l Got':rldoJ.'" alive if 

a nd t G etlcourag,e l'ev1;sionist $4:mtlmant , the 'f1elm~n' r~g1tne 

ilJrougbt .ttmny oOlili}l&int:a l:H3i'ore the. CQuncil an,l thI!! W~)l~ll?S 

COUl't 0 Poland ~ c on£'e(1-tlar~tll.J' wa!! oanttI'med in 1 ts opinion 

tlilut ita Q@l'm~lltn1nor1t1 'l1<u.t an 0tAl~my Qf the a'l;,~t:e.. Polisn 

bittern((t$s was aggr4\tuted by' thG f 40t t h ,.* t Gerr::lany l'Hiid hr.,d, 

t .o ~eoe.pt no ob11g~ 'ti ona t,c Pl'Oto,lot. the Poll sh 1I1!..nGri ty in 

"1 Unl t.e.(.i 8th. t es f:tapartm€n t of Sta'te, J!u t .\QPill !i~sial~.,'m 
P Ol 132 . -- . . . 

38 RaY$(md L1;)5118 .Buall., f~9,:t!1lll1 3 !f£X . .le. ll;t..r.p~2: (N{9W ¥.c,t'l.t, 
,l\lrl'ad A# !f.no~lf, 19i5g) iJ t' . :la42 . 

' 9 
.'01. IbU., P .. 24&. 
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40 
OliA r.1iI.~ml" • 

The Leallue system raqui:Nd thuti.enuln~ support of' th~ 

ftK1.n ... StateG).n tb~ s'U;,tes conn6~~t.ed by ethnic b·otlQS with 

g:rOllPS dwelling outs1detbe il,' bt..'J:rlh~I'S J 11' 1. t W~'r'e to ;;erk: .. 

Only 11' Gel'~a.nf tu').d regarded tht.l> m!.not'1t~· l'~~1me 'wi th 5~ ... 

pa thy !!light i t h a ve "·'Ql'Ket.l with l"eg$~ 't o the German min ... 

or.1t)' in Poland . !u t CerruaJlI' hti,VJ h,il(1 to fHlC(;;lpt tl"~aU.EH~ 

which it toul!lid 'b ~ld f r om ~'?ve:ry poss Ible a6rr:~ct..~ the t reaty 

ot" V~.!'1!1$111~s waG the :'40'Ul'C~ of tbt~ gl'oa.ter pot't .. lon CIt thl1 

Ge t'ijlt.n mlnQri'l:;1 in F¢land.. Cel~ro !my \'fae co.mplt'tt~ly eOll}wi t­

ted to tl1'ah ty rev.1aion, an,). $</) never ,ga"ie, ~ef;l aQlYP-cr·t t ·o 
U 

the mtnority Ihl'tt10lfJeni" 

Qnc~ in thl0 L~'!tguc (1}f Na tiona. tind tL P~ltm~nt1nt Ccune1.1 

erD'bar j GOl"md..ny 7.orkect to cOD'tinc0 'the r eat ot' the CounCil 

that di&fHlt*l$ bettV(3en vE)lI'miW, m1.n(lritl~$ and thei11 rulurs 

were not m~tt-el"S Qf dotnestia jurisdiction, but afr~1r$ of 

interl'lHtlcnal concem~ 'this taet.,ot eQurn~. was "tat suited. 

to rUl'th~r the 1nt;.ell'ests of t.hE: GermanI in Poland . It al,so 

o It-me'· into r!il'eot ¢oni"'11ot wi t h tt"{J;d1t1onal Poli sh tblnki~ 
42 

o.tl t he $ubJoct . 

Inde..e-d J the I t:,:rgtl Oerman minor! ty in the COl"rld ot" we~ 

olla reason why ~&t nr ett r ep:f.esentea. O~rm'tn3{f$ma1n 1'>illvLs ... 

40 BUell iI t} " 243. 

41 
Cl.aud. e , .p. " 45 .. 

41.~ 1i.e-nry L. 13:r(~tton, £l.t..r9$~m(j.tl{1.~n,j ~b!i! lS~v1s1on p! 'fJ!r­
~J A FJ.$~h f..2t laa~9l1. ,~S~an :>).'0, . Ct.. llt"ornia, . . 

",I'd Univftl"slty Pres.s , l~5b), p. l~e .. 



:as 

iomst ()bJeet.iv~. r a11W?('t to mak"f; progf'~s$j in thSi m6tter of 

t erri tor1l:il 1'"evision helps t?¢ t1CCoun t tot' StresEl:mann f s con .... 
43 

c~ntrat1onon G-E::l!fl1ttu minol'1 ty l'i&hts &fte r l~e6. 

A :t'oe1talot' O<el'UlV.:n-Po11gh $xohw.ng~s 1;' ('.11). tiv.~ t o the 

minor 1 ty is au~ c,~uld onl:; pt'ov:e t4i:ulous ~ Usuull y the 

c lasbes oC-CUl'red i .n tn..,. Le&.gu;,.~ t~un{}11 . ~t1er8.11y th(~ 

clashes tOGit pl ace< b(;H:aU$~ ot O~rmun of"uz,::rgas ot mijyt~eatat~nt 

of the U!tl'ilian mino1'1tj> in Polan-J. . 

fibtitevsl' the full truth may D~ I:1IDOUt th~~ oont'l itlou of' 

this {,o1nD'ritYi th~ fal:: t 1 $ tha t by la::u. ab~ut 1"OOO~O;YJ 

UeTlJjanS h"Hl emig,rf.\ted. tl'()m the weatorn provinoes or ?oland 

under varying degrees of! ~ire3SUl"e a A l a rge 'pro;:ortlonot 

thl~ emigr ation W'a~ alla'8'$dly occa&ione(t by Pole.;ud, t's uS!W 

of :1. ts 6g,r1U~S.{\n l'£tform pl'ogram t Q dispoS :HtSS Gerntf4D lflind"" 

'O'm}el"S of thoi r holdings ~ it 1flo.JI clu1med tht'di. from aO% to 

70$ 01' cill the l rmdpal'celled out in P·osea $.1'itl f\omerania. 

uil.d be lcm~ed t o Germans; 1 t was con tendf&d t hn t very f 6t~ 

Ge r-ma.rutobtai ned any lsmd under the agrarj,el.a re:;fo'l'l;lI progi"all'l~ 

It 1.$ tr-ue .• ceI' till.inly" tht,\'f:, tha emigrE1.t.1I!)n of G~:rman;ll t:l."onY 

Pol fl.nd ma!nta.1ned t eedy ~t:rea.tll ~ll through tne Well1a:r 

era. 

(10.t"!l}4n IN.waioni~~ta used thin g, ituutlon well; they 

foun(,l the aggrieved mlnor1ty in Poland a.fa1"tlle :fielcl tor 

,1~op~,and,a:1l an.;! th~Jy a:.xO,oi ted an ut1ml t tl!ldly lm~)Eilt"f~et 

61tuat.lont.o bro~d.O~3t thair al ia!S t or- aU the 'l.'fo:rld t o heal'. _ 

43 u · t .. t'>£l J;>:r.~ ton , p .. J IO\;h 

44 fi 11 . 'bl . ~· <) .11"" ""us , P};l ", ·~ !!I:i6-.:.<;;"" 
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As;: v.rz;s the ct~Qe 1!f i th the t er l" i tQr1al p~ov1 d()n.s ot' Vell!' ..... 

sntll~~s 'P.~r ~ ... f';', the question o f t;t:U~GS1"'Dl~ny rllifl'':;)t'it'1 in 

Pol .. m\l 'f <.ilIDf\!ued unsoJ.VQO; dm 'i.!'lg thJ~ WelIDfiLl:f 'M-a an0.~'~i:s.;t t ... 

eel the: a t t-iifl\U~<>n$ of th«) 'fh1..l"ci Ii<1} io.h. 



ORA PT i1i¥. l1mF~ 

The t7·Ohl.{lU'l IOf D~~n::lg and C':'lIl,clufi1ng £.Ul'Vti11 

of th:!~ T:rvublG'd Oerrnan""P011st} {;oene betw{~litn 

1 ~}19 a..nd 193ZJ 

1 
Dallzi g b<1~ s b~Gcl'l t4Dl';lH3r.t tlfi Ge t"man mie.r,oQ,o~J;i!n taUdthq 

}t 
'ts1ck ohl 'l cl of the Ij(j)a gHt' I:!f r~~, tionu. fI .r't'QIn the long 

rllo,gtl p.oint 'Of view thel f:)Vants il'l D,l1IJlZ1g, tUlt9 "ts 11''Gl;,; ... 

tions 'iTtth Polt.~llf~" in. t1"lEl per 1.01 before 19.35 ~ ~1l~~tl! 0 ,(, no 

y.ary grea,t sL6fl.u"icance. }Jut slna~ !~a~.tg r !if lectiOd the 

tN)"uble('l $t~,l, te of Ge:r!lltUl""Po11sh ll'elatton-a J)ar.l ".lg ... :Poli~h 

r eJ.aUona Oarl no ti b€l ~l tQg~tbfl.' l~n\)l"tld. 

30 

Xll f eeling t>etwew(Wrm4ii~v and: Polanrl bad b~co~ne 

e vtdent, $hol'tly after 1.919$ Often this f,!J~~r.!f:t¢d fl'(j)m,. i4t\il 

cont:r1butet.i to:. ·th~ s t Ira 1ne<i 1",eln, ti,one biift .W'Hl'l th.f1 l"l'e 

'.1 ty ,and Polund.. ' or example, t,iur1ng the Po11sh-$Qv1~t 

war of 1920-19~1 the G.f~l"matl$, ofl'lo1.ally nautral ~ pr.otd.bl .... 

ted th~ tIlov~mt.}nt or war mat'Gr;f.ale '~or().iJJ th~tJ' t~:rr1t(;.:t'1 .. 
,a 

Tb,ia had. ttlQ effeot ~t 1njur1ng ,PolJm1i but twt Russia .. 

In Dan_zi, ~ 81.m11111" s.1 tua t10n exts; t~d J for Danz.:tg ftlllowad 

O-erl!! (;,.ny in aproolamat1on of n e-utra11ty; too , th'$ D&nz1g 

1 5an~ . L~ LeQMlU'dt,p;tm~! Slqnqy;a8t I& ~al&$!S ( CliltosgO, 
Th~ Un1:vel1':»it)" nf Ch1e~,go?r0s:t., 94t1J " J:! . 4~" 

t;1 

!!lS1*. lh 50. 

3 Robert tiltl..ebra;y, i.2l!m!1J'1.~l.i-~93~ (London, (~!}o" e Jl.ll~n 
.ncl Unwin", lit o'. j> 19-a:B}, p.. ,5 ' • 
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~toc}~ wOl"'kel"~ )me:m'b~T£j, of a. l'adlcc1.1 un1r:rtl 1 r.efused t() '!J:r'J.O-cad 

'·"hlps beEt;ring munltioT4S fo,!' POlal'l ... L Ore&it dt~l:'r:ilS '.1(1'1:<& ~n .... 

ocruntl:' r ed itl getting; 8'U~!?lif)at() tb.~ Poles 'Un til .Al11e' 

trooiHI in "Ch~ F'r~e City weI'(S ' ~:l.'bl ·; tIp unlGu;;l.d thf.1 5:lLi pfll tbom-

seh!'ll» . £~ljAnd f j!i llsafe" access. to tb~ sl!a w~~tl "~10t al~eys 

PH) S~r e 1 

In April iJ' 1921", by ,::\ G~.1.·m,~-PQ11sb COXl'Vent1on, ?oland 

gl'anted free transit !:!.Ol'vS:S th¢ C~Jl·r1dG":t" between <ki:rm~ 

Ilnu 4tr",s t hussia, N1t hout custo.ms or rras[,j,ifol:t. r crrttll;l.11 ties .. 

This ae::rIJl?::lDent rurth~:r re:uulfi ted the 1n.d:1.'vld.u'~\l.l~1!httl of 

t:011stl 11~t t10nals in 1;.h.:; Free C1 ty. But t''r{)ID t;h ·~ very f1r$t 

th6 off1Q'i ,a,l dom of tl1~ FreG C1 t y r e 'Ve.ale!t $tl'o.ng p.rQ"",G~l>m~ 

fe011ng}.l> and 'by1924Pol£Ul(t haG all't')(a.(ly be~n bltl'f ·ol'f; the 
5 

LI;'Ui@\U~ mc'~ny tl1uas: t).ecs:u 01: (,U~PUt~3 with. l)an~1g. 

0118, conttovQI'S:f with Dan? DV!Jl veo_ t~,G que~ tlQll of 

i1 t1lWl.i tl(ms· depot f'Ol."P'OlHlil(i in th~ tf3i"r1 to'L7 0·1' thd: :£j'r t:ie 

0.1 tr.. In Y.a.l1'eh J l GE'! ~ thl-3 Coun¢11 of the !.~aguf2 l~uled in 

fa~o:v of' ttllcH.>ring Folunri u 1.1:\€ger dep1.)t i f)];: W'fJ.r rea te:c ia.ls 

~ti £py.~ 1"l'OID the Port to t)oll~nd . '!h~ We:J'tal'p l fJt iH'>'. !1t th 

V~}1:'Y entl"u.nc-e- t o the P01't of' Dan z.lg:, WG\$ des1sna.ted as th 

spot , ami Dant,ig we-a further l's.l:t'Uir.ed t() turn QV(1r to po ..... 
6 

It:l.t1.Gl thl) 1$land of r.l,olill .. 

Leonhardt. D. SSw 

b~l!;...~A4, i" .. ~lO .. 
a ,bid,., p. 27,4~ 



5~ 

Next o(H'J'Url"e~ tlH!! o~l(.Ib':rRtOd. affal:r of.: th~ m4:~11b(l)~$ J 

this arose: f'l!'OI~ th(~ fo.ct tbn 'tW'olandw8.s pe.rmitt.$d to· !I$t ... 

up its O\"!'n ;ptostfil ~H\irv1ce l!lth~ POl"t of tr~'tl.i'.iiiO 1'.0 land 

"as l!)uPl;Ol'ted in bel" IDOV~ to I!i~te.n~l thts servlc@ to al"~tUl 
'7 

Oana.1gere thought \'lel'f.7 bll:'yon<1l th~ Port ~re~" 

Ftom 191i!l forw~rd. :!til a,rgulIlf:}t;I.t t:'Onter e<i \lPOn '[(bethel' or 

n.ot. Pa-;la:rd mlght \le.~Jtn~ll· Port o!,O~U'l111$ (U~ (it !!2l.1 $Lt!!~2b.! 

tore ita wt~1"$h1p$~ j1~ j\ntlSll"lw ~gl'.ae~~n't 1UUJ fI.f'feete;{I hytn€l 
8 

V~'ttiU!'$ tbe11Hhllve.3" 

Int91''tai tten ely 1I t .rOll! 19a5 throu.tl'l. l?'S{1 , <u .. o~,ute$ Qea'" 

terad upon th0 a~b1 t!on of Poland; t.o uldtroduc.P-011sh OUt' ... 

1'01101 tAt-a tnfJ :F'X'$G CitY41 'i'hl~ ambi tion w~s ftnally frus ... 
9 

trat.EJd fit An'd ~ll through the per i od ther0 _"'{i.5d1sp:u·ta:t!Qn 

alS t o what Article 104 of' ·th~ Tl'EHittYQf 'Versaill,,,s m~t:,nt 

when l tsa1d tfi"lt the ~lish Governm~ftt 0$ to :tc~ftduot'l1 

o.:tnzi., ·9 S fO~(algn l"(ilu ti(.)RS,. The (ler man, .firgue'd. th~t ~¢Qn­

duet'* .ant '''untlg&11ra that' th~n ltcontrol, U a.nd tag. t tbt!l t 

lmpl1~d Pol and ffjj ob11gat1t1rl to consult the~1MuH~ ()f' tbe 

rn...:ru~:.1I$(u"s$a.ild the Le~gu1'l'''.s ob11·,~tion '00 !tI~ttle m;att.~:1"$ 

in d1ell,i'ute* PQlant1 .. Qf coursa. 1n:t (trp:r&'t;ed rtco.nduet~ tl;) 
Ie} 

mean UeontI:'ol. 

,., L1ilonh~l"dt" pp ~ oe-3;:s .. 

6 lW..j p.. Jv .. 
o ~K'd . ;~~~A , ~"" 1}P . 1.J ... ~ •• <.1J. 

10 ~., p ~ 3\4 .. 
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oont.1g1 3 ol~.i1m to be Poll1!.x\d t s901e port W~l.$ clisQllow ... 

ed by the Council in 1932; it W;t\$ decla.t"~H.1 that POl4U').d Viae 

obligated to u.se the IlQrt ()1' DLi.n i.~1,g fully, tbt)Ufih no t. to 
11 

thf3 d"9t:rrimfmt ~)t' 01ynla .. l'he Il!.'t~horltl be ing 1'ollowtld h'~re 

1'l'!iatnta1nsth&\'t b)' :1.931 O-dyn1a b,J)to beco'!n", tbe s'0cond port 

'on tbe Br..l tic, I',u:td th .. tt oon,sequ81ltly D'an21ig 1fvraa degener-
12 

fJ, t1ng more a,nt~ wore j,nto a lQadlllg ple.G~ fo::;bulllc geod£) " 11 

Po.ll tical aevelopm!:1uts in Dan~1.g elcfi ~tl,. paralleled 

those tn th 'O R(d .. c.h" In 1930' tbe N(At;lonal S·ooll:i11'te WQll 

10'1 of 5'1'1 fltlsts 1n the Gel'rlwJ). Heicl'l,ata,e;; 1n Dan%1g they 
13 

won 12 of "If: seats in the Volkstag. In Jul;y, 1952; 'tl:H;1' 

.Nazis registered tl'em~ndou$ gu1ns in tha (h,tt"'lliun el~otiona. 

Taking a4v~ntage of the ~vcmt, von Papen re-... ·Elte ta.bllsned 

the Nazi Btc>rm b'OQPS:. tt.QQU t tbe $aau~ time t'ur1ollsantl.-
14 

PoHSh pr'OpagliUldt1 onae mort} beg,t'llrl to appfj~r in Giiirmany. 

In Septembe,l' {tb1g £l7az.i r~lly J f-'i1sgu1se<i lls a spo.rta rall1 j 

1,1$ili,S h~ld 1n!)~l'lz1g . ~n$:t lloe.hm , \'~ho w!W 1}l'e S,fJl:rl t " ~l(hOl"'tetl 

the Mads in ;)andi,} to OOt')rH31' at~ mCll"fl fully 1n the struggle 

11 L90nnaTdt, ~ . ~9. 

1 '2 ~"J Ih 38. 

10 +~. id. p' ~" A ft . ~,,::. U " .11 J . '-r . .,~-..u. 

14 
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15 
tor Dan)!';1,,'s 11b,~rntion~ 

fieamrh11e tbf~ fre(,p~nt s };fi)eohe! of Adolf g1 tlerr cast.l-

Q r-~ t ind th !.~ eJC1st~nce of t he CO?1"icto1' had th ~i pl'"cdle t !i!.ble 

·effeot.amont Dand~'~ lttl21s,... So v1c1ou!:i (.u. I'~ thli1 ant·t .... P,oll~h 

prv?~gBnda become t;hiiit ~-!yt>edd. J ?()li~h 3!1nbtar in itiS$1'11n, 

reiH.lzoted to Polish f'ore :ign Minlsttlr lMlckj! in Ma~' ) 1933, tbat 

he h ad w..)lct Ct'€tl'm'£tn G·ff io1.::.1fJ that tn!l l'blld$ 1zl. !)m.n.~16 "t~r~ 

tosterint!: the convict-ion th<"i t. th~ SUN'en4~r of the l"ree 
16 

C1t,J! to the- Heich \las 1~m1nefite 

In his unlvel' tH:J.ly qu(}ted work" Dl plo!?S!sJ. }?rc1!tf'~. 

L. B. 5,!lmier 8ueo1nctly s-ummarl aes th~ fOl'~1~n policy $lQai ... 

t i nn of Poland thua: 

Pole.lld. ~ .. h{tVine I'a ... a:r13etl througn th-e double 
defeat of Rus;} l~ ~nd G:erU).9.ny In the ?1rst World 
War, and h~vin~ growll a t toe -e,xpanse of both; be ... 
tng. eS1Hmt1e.ll, wea'kerthane1 th$l1" i fiiad tn dan~~.l" 
ft'om bothJ ... "p.ureu~d &.I. 11~l1e-yo.f b),;11an,eil'1~ bf;;<t<wot\fn 
tiles " and o f' tjl~yinij tl'wm off s.gij.lnf!1~ S6I. ttfh. other 
1thou.t committing h\l)l'self to eithet' .. l'1 

For 'the f1.r's t ye- :1.i"$ 4'f ter ·the Bt.'mi6'tiee :it'r anee wa5 

consldtH."(:l,d U iO stl'on~est power on the Cont1nent~ no on", 

d()ubt~d elttl~r nor ~111 or bt':l' ability to :n.a1nta1n the 

pe~~e settlement,. RU$~1s. did net 'bUC01fttl really. 1mJifo.pt ... 

nt 1.uinte-rnat1ontll politics, until atterb.e1" ~.ntr1 1nto 

15 liicbNt1. .B!l.'~qJi1. 2£. fU·.5k1g@!!, Ih 308. 

le R~:publ1e 01' Pol .andjj M1111~ try fJf ;Foreign Affalr.s i 
O'f't.icit4;L DGCWJh3 ts aonsua1'!};ips .PQl.'5 ... c~~"nY'ld 
'LQtq .... _o f P . .. _, . _ . _. ~ 

~~ji-iig11etf. R. ( t t1on:8 ifj3~ ... 1'9';;~ . f2W~ £IDU:~ 
'. 0 . (London, Hutciltnoon, lB'4'OJ. p . 11 .. 

11 L:B,.. N~tt)j.0r» ~oQmliy's. ffll tl~)\..0, *.9iaS ... J&$J! (Lon~iQn, 
M'!Hn!l,lll ~ln. anl~ ... 0.; Lt d ~, . 94$ ~ p .. xvi 0 



~S0 

tbt'J t~ague tm lBl.hS and ~rtSl" t he v"rrmoo-Russ1an i~~ot of 

1~a5.. .!Xtrlng most 0.1' tn1 :s per i od mOs t of tlH:J e~st~rn J5u~o-
18 

peon atl! tes tmd flcoldly corl"~.lCt relat10ns with Ger'Nany t" 
)oland 'Wf.\S d&die.a.ted t.o flH';tintl(tining tho e:tl&ting ter~'1,­

tOl"ialnrl'~ngamP.ir. t a wi th G~i'.Il f:tnY. Oer .roany.J on tho otb.!)l" 

hand, aimt)d bel' poliey at r~gain1ns httl'equa11ty ~;ith and 

prostige among 'the nati ons; of' tbl$ policy thepo11cy of. 
10 

r ,:?'tld.ol1 was ~~ 1"undaroGn tal ~}al:'t ~There wa$ ~ th~:Hn > ~I t'lm<.:hl ... 

roen:tal conflic t i n th1g PQ~le1~s o f Oar.any tiJ.n,d r olhnd: ; on 

tt:w sh~al$ ot" tbi~~ ('ilj:'.f e:ri~nC €) all hopa$' f~r nOl1'lUtlIl rela .... 

'tlons batw$(;n t...~ c two p,OW0t'!:! m.d;':' ~red s~ip-... w-rcek "1.\lr1nt 

p~r.;-N~u.1 era .. 

(}ermam~ . s· WlVilJ.]J.ll~ne i5 S t o guu~!lnta~ n OI:' Etls t 0 rTt 

front le:ra at waarno ,. eVan though E~u'lin $Ub:,H#qu!t~nUY' 

pled.ged itsel f not t o use t orce In the att el!ptto s-eeure 

l"eviB1on, lett the .Pol.,t'$$ £.m1ltlous a.n:d nn'l1"1.. In l~2e>, too, 

the quest.it)n of Qermanyfs admiss ion 'to the tel'.\8ue of Nation. 

tll' l'l t arO$(t. Poland's· a ttltudf.t was tnat Germany 'Ought not 

to .gat it p~rl.luu'lJmt CounCil SCI\l t tUll.ess shfJ <ltd , al.so. In 

Be-:r; tember, 1926" "!!1ben Germany n.n~llY' tlllte.l'ed the !.9asue, 

B.$ ~. pertJJ311-ant bH3.mOel' of the CounOl1; SM supported thttt 

18 See Hugh 3e'ton ... ~i~tson, E.$t~)tQ r.;!U2P1 L'1$D:!!!!lthe t!;j,ll'$, 

.1t91~ .... ~l.: C Cl:uribllld ge , Ellgl~1;lld,At th e Uru.vel"'ei t,' ?r~$S l 
li1'16), p. 362 , 1'0-1" the :.lubstanoce of. this p~J'agrQph. 

10 Z:rgmunt J. (}a.$1o.t'Q;'lfsld., I~Dld P11su(1~k1 Attempt to tni ... 
~1at~ a P~eventh(ll 71~,);' ~n 19:i3?ft .~ J,gUi'll~k 9 .. { Mog!rn -
IU .. ~.'tgX2., XXVU, NQ. ~~ (June, 1955) ~ .p .. J.$7. 



es 

gO 
SUQo~s$f"'ul Poli sb bt<l t'oW' ~ !ts~liJl ... pf,l1"lDl!.l:tHl!n,tlj $~-e.t .. 

III 1921 tbe <lU\1:\stlcm of' Of.:t1:'li:llStn dlSa:l"m~mf'!'at. b lill(lIetmG 1m ... 

por tant . On J.anuu,l'l ~11 t<hrJ In'tel'-ll:U.edO:QJ.roIl!~JJ1m);!lIN1 ':'i> 

ill ohechllao to b-e wi thcl,l'd&'C'rn f!'ol!.! Ga t'm~n)' • T.hal'€'H~.ft~!" any 

poesi:bl1.1 t.1 of 1,l) .. tel!lJ,t1881tln~ th'::; tllts: 'te of Q{,;!!':m~:n .a.r'l.D~~ruent/;ll: 

would r~,;l$1de.) only it1 t Ile C!Om1;cU . POl:tUl(t dfi11l1anded th~), t 

all. tbli1 at i ri 'i,d,atlc1nsoi' thf~ 'l':re~ty of ~~1' !;w,111(:'£i. J;'~l&tlvw 

to GerillWl 81"mffm{tntsb<J co':wp1.1fr~ wi tn, and: toolt th~ oe(~,a s1oa 

-eli:' ;r 0~l1fi ;rm tnatnot 'One s.q'Uar~~ m1.l e of UP:Pl!il' Silesle. '/."O'ul4-
~:t 

b.e »0 ~ tor,ad tG Oal~ID;5;llf .. 

In l).tJO~m:ber, lB~1~~ .. W:~len !;>;ran~~ ;tGl'l'~ t r~lrl ta.in, Ital~" 

Ge l"m~l,n:r '~t1rl tha Ua.:J.1ted Ste:taa u:g%"e,,~.d to (\ 8041ewhe:t: ~e$tr1ot~{t 

vel"slon of tJl>f~ Gel''li!iUll 11111l'GS .on Ge:J!"1llattl a ,t'ma'lll6Hltlll the i)ol4:1S 
!fli 

rt~gi~ t e:red grtla t dialllli:ff;,l.SU;Lwfolj . 

i'ol'mal ,<;owm~.l)'e<i.al tela 't1~n$ 'b(~,t'w'e~~n t::he, tWJ)O p-OVJ'i';l ll'8 

b"atl been E)}s; 'l:,.<&tJl.ish~·J in 19~12 . W1 thin a f~\'l> 1a0.:r~l Q.1Ct~mal\~ 

If';i.U e"psorbtng nO;;i or all ?oli.,;"I1 e~po~t~ .. while, ap~rQ~.1.fl2a: tel, 

40~ of ~~1.1rGl1~b lmpQI'1"t; w-er.., ¢O:illJ.n~ fr.'1lm ViIJ :£11.i!lJ\Ji/. 'I'h~x:!, 

jiZz. F()l~nd began makillg Qomm.~1" (J1al al'l"angeroonts wi tb otb$l' 

qUllIlt:r1~$ " thti 'IIolu~U' of Cla ltlll!m-Poli.Sb tl' iiad $; iJegan to 

<l(io11nea By. 1925 tm eoonQmio ""'Tl1t:, wh.10,h fe·atut'ed G'6pman 

'boyoottln6 of PoJ.<"m d. , vm~ iil f ull ,$l!l'l,nfj. Dtltlng the O'()UrtHI; 

of the ,6ctlnou;10 W{1ilt:' t~ome 15:.()00 Oel,tl'lla~ families iHill?El pre,a; ... 

s",u:~!i!<i :in t o qui tt1ng i?ola\tl'J i} <'.I t,ld $om~ l~~ tOOO PoltSh fa.nll11iba 

20 tl~ob1"~v, P01!tn.i*~;aJ;!"'i.g':",,1 ,. I) .. :§.34. ;ff .~_~ I _ ."if _ -~_~ ... 

')1 
to' ~'" }1 " 565. 
ql) 
~""'jI tf:'1ch1"&.y, .i;~l;~ln£! ?r,.u.i!~,tsU ) ~h Slo.. 



in'to £I 11iie!'utitlB t.r-Of1l GEl'rm1Ulf ~ D1i~CU&&1on~ 1ni't1l:!tad to 

eese th!l'; sitUt. t;SCtl col1a.j:~ed \)f3C;f.Uil€ of :political 'l.'00-

1,H5!, ; .ll1en Polhnd fin f't! ly l'on()un:c~~d h e<t' vi~l1 t toa:ip:el 
23 

G~:rm::.,n~. G~)1'l1Hiny l'afu~ t!l'd t o l~ecip:roC'ut~. it new COlt-

m0'1~eial tl"eat!t WtH:; 1~);1 t1/.i,1~d 1n M;,u .-ch) 1930; 0)" mid"" 

A'Ol"11 Ul(:l Gel'ID~~nS had rt!..1s<£;d tf.l.rl. ff bfu'1'1eJ!"$ to the pl) :i;nt 

· ... 1' 11".sgating muotl t b . .:i t Pol4J;nd ha,d howod to gl:tin from t he 
24 

'.l.treetl&nt. 

1l1Utl. as the 11.i Uet" ~ra (unm~:I1 . nu.na {} t the ta"~at. 

1,'1ol.isb-GCl~' pr-01>lf.HllS " x'O'wing out oJ t.ht~ ~ost .... F1rst 

\'?oI'ld War cf::t t10mant~ h ad b~etl ~!olved~ Fr~qll..antly) 1'1~ 

t h·J, ye'urs frow lina t.(i) 1'930, t1;.e>:.,:Hii l1J'ol:rlQJ!),~ ba'1, led to 

bordel" incidents 0 To thl5l's~ p:r'obl15w$ tho N'atrlonal S'OCoo; 

o.l:ists b-I"OO{!ht H. new a.~1pl'o ~.ch; vtll.$ad. OJl "'!linh~:i\'entl.r 

l:m.;'J(·rriali,s tl e i{~ft'.llotyo 

:57 

2/') l:'"'or the, sul:a~te.noe of theue l'el:llllu'ks ~i.H~ Uclchra1 ~ ,l?ola'tllo" 
1..~~4.-19;;;*. pp ~ 2&1 ... 290. 

24 '. ., <j,. 
~.,. p. ,:s~v .. 



CSA?'rF.R FOUR 

Nat1onl11 Socialist Idsolo"fO';An Impf$-ri all.s-tlee 

$i'ollOfclig:n Polioy i! ConCfJl "fed fot" the :Reioh 

;~a, 

lthOUjb it;.a l"oot.s llNl.!:N:.l bm.'ied deop i n the soil of 

Gal"l1il'.Ul bls tory~ Nntionall Sod.n11s.t i deology as stH~h took 

shape in t tm Germ:!ny of V€lrs ~~il1efJ " t he. Ge,:rm ,~ny of dereat~ 

u1~armQ.ent" ec~nor.dfJ i nstability , in sbortJ in Oe:rmt'lny 

h.umilia.ted . 'lh1Ji :1d(:H'>logy oontai.ned tenats which had the 

reeul t of me.k:tng tiH'I time> ot' Ri tler' IS :rise to pOyNer ' the 

ti1110 of' a post-war world' s maturation into I!l. pra ... war 

,\)1"ld ~ Th~ 'lirultil:t},t, n llt!onall tml of 'N~ :U .. 9m could not but 

(H')mlSt into QoutU.ot wi t h those who bad. humi,},le:d QerflJallY; it 

could not flll!l to olaoh 'Violently 'with all -wno would opp.ose 

obsta.cles to- 'the amb1 tlone (:if th~ lhlrct R.e i ch. Wi tih th!::t 

r12e, of NutloMl Boc1al1:'1D to power in Gerlllany ths pac1t'1c, 

l'l$v1sionisl:D of t.he We1ma.r era, d18d. The struggle t or 

equalit y was re~1~e0d by the strug«le tor supremec1'. al­

though , for it while, t be wOl'4 n$~,ua11tyrt ~1ould (}onstltute 

<.\ abibbol e th on Oermatl 11,,\'\$,8. alog6n indicating imIll'Odlate 

aims . 

tl1e' natl<mellsm of th~ third l~elch IUi'sumed a tmlqU 

f orm eaJ.led, by the Germans ~ lW!! Hoden.. wbi eh term des!· 

i ftnated severs,l d1s-tinct but illtlmat*lly I"e,l.:at~d tlv~orl@& , 

none of 'them &~t()gethi'n' ne~ to Oerman thongbt, a.aeh ot t hem 



nOlu'1ahed by 'N~tinem6nts distinetly Ha.d.. .l3a.$io to tbe 

I,\thole thou~ht ~')f !)~u't. !mf!. !30degwa.$ tlhs theory of :rs.ciB.l 
. . 

sUFeriority, '!'¥ itIa ! .. ts cOl'oll,U''Y., rac1.o.1 .p~ity. 

39 

g$~ent1al1y, th~ 1d~~ or 1~:.llc 1&1 I:n.t p~:tI:'iority W{;HS tha.t 

of tho r a co&; of the 'IIo1.'ld tt'H~ £~X'yan wa,$. supreme, th l~t 

.s.mcmg tb e Ary!!t1'1$ the Iforcl 1cs 'i':u:fEt pre .... e.mlnen t) and (\mong 

tho II'Prdio8 the Gel\IiIlIUUl wer0 sUPfl:r1ol" . Thel"B is. a long 

history t (> 'the growth oft-his 1d~a. . Friedrich flehel11ng 

(1"175 ... 1854) ,m.n e~rly Cel"rmAtl wr1 tor on th,elsJ-J! th~me , 

c.alled, for ridd ing fier!IH~nf of utl'oadB'nt foreign 1nflu(lnee$. 

" ,1 ) .A.darCf Muller \l779· ... 182S , tM ,eo:onolill~t, believed that till 

that '!'Jas good~n.d basic in clv111~at1otl QaD.}~ from the Ger ­

mSM, \i#ho, he drl)~tm~){i ) would Qn(1l dl1}!' fl<i>wixH'lt.e Burope. lin­

other c>oonom1 5t ~ F'rierlrich List (1789-1846) j !l1i:.1ntainad 

thnt Providence b ad a ppolnte.:l the Qel'rn~n$ to loat1 world 

Citt'!Li.re. Artut' ds Gob1n!3(tu (1816 ... 1882) W'l'ot.(j; tht\.\t, the 

whl te race was sUPi1rl0r to th~ colored l'l!ees., and tha t 't.be 

Aryans wera su.pram.e among tb.e whi hs. ~ gres t oomposer, 

!l1eh!!ird Wl)\gm~il" (1810-18&3), tQok ovel" Oobtneau' $1daas 

and mad (~ theta the basts 01" his anti-S6.ftl1t1nm. Fr1edr1cb. 

Wilhelm N1etzsch-e (1844 .... 1900) 1'-otllant1oi.sed the stalwavt,. 

bJ,onf e Te-uto,n, and U3:','''''1 the Ge:rmansto r u:t'$U$ thoir goals 
1 

w1tb utte,r ruthlel!i$ne$s~ Houston Stewart Cha'mberlaln 

1 



(1855-19f~7) '# .a l}on-tn-.l~w of Wagner, llmdef>.n~ Gel"men:1t 

s u pr eme amon g th~ U(;e:rmD.nlasll acn d 'llfll'ote t o Williel!!} II 
~ 

tha. t nO'od buUd3 todaY. l1t!btl t ho Oe,rm~m!:l &lone . tf 

~O 

Alf r ed Rt;)$ (fnb~;re ~ 1n Mltpu!t Q.~.! gQ. J~~h:rhlmd~l·t~. 

d1d lllO!"' t-I 'th l.'J! any other Nat1on~1 $oo1a 113t ,. ~dth the PO$-

sibl<1 (lxo~pt1otl l)f AdQJ.:i' Hitle l' h1lillsalf, to d.(~velo'pQ t.fl1:,~ 

t wi.n. COllCG,Pt 6 'Of l'MJi·,d ~upl~l'io:t"1tV G~tl'j r~Mj 1 ~\il pUll"lty. 

11t~, $ <ilI'W ·trt€1 InfU~tn , Pel" %1i:;ul;l G:rQek. RQtDtlo and l:ul'Gp ec.n 

cul t \':«iles as t he Ol"6u.U.o.n of ~ r uling j 'ord10 elem.ftnt . ';!'he 

deoline of ea ch civil i zat i on was slttrU)'uted by iiO$ouberg 

to the 1.nt~rmi:xtul"e of th i. ts N'orclic blood with thLl. tof 
3 

lnl":erl.,i? b:reEi'ds~ Of Hos f.mbe!'i t.$ gy.tl}us Eli tl~r once said 

tbf$·t 1. t 'iI·as tbt) 
·4 

ltlOPl t t.r(!!mendous ~ohli1!lvement (!) f:' its k .lnili . 11 

In t he speech es- and wl·iting3 of Adolf' :tU.tler the f! 'blood 

myth," Ol' l draa ot r aeial lSU£Hn'1,')r.1 ty., playe<l a p'rol!l:tuen~ 

1'01",,& 

b.fkt 
tod&y~ the 
niq,u eJa., is 
pro~tuot ot 

e $(.~e bef ore UB o f' humancul t~ 
result$ of art, $Q1~nao and t ech­
a lmo·$'t e-xcluslvel,. tOl\} oreat1V'e 
tbGAl'y4itn. nut just this f '&Qt 

2 . 
Quoted u ,!.!>i1-, p . 10. 

Z> ill!rad Rosenberg, Dol' 19'thli!, m. g,Q,. 
~~,1n® ,W!t$uns ~e.l5ill~Sh~g;;rstuen .::.Q~~~ 

4 

AAtUirj[ ~&lt · Mun1oh, Oaruuuxy, Robeno 
1955), Pl? 641-642. 



;!dmi t$ o f th '!;1 not unfClUl'ld t1l·d oonolu~1on the t 
h~ l'.21one wat4 t~(!: .roum!e1" of hlgb~r bumr.m,1 ty 
as s ,,*,hol~~' ...... ~ . 

13!1 ':'1 process 'Of ~)11tllitw. t.ij ln 1t ;is }io:5B1blc to :;nolNtbn.t 

J&1 tle l' iTh $:;l. l.gnt~tl t o elLa nc+rd,ie~ 1(::. !lUPI31'!o.r ~'OJ;i, 11;t!Otl t-o 

t hat nelt!by othol" At'ytitns, una t o tho Gul'un~ (j. po{i:1. 

t10n of a'b$Ql u te SUjl1'~~'~OY . Irl 1930 1l1tle.r wrote to 

Otto titt'asser: 

the Nordio raoe h ew e. :r1iht to l;!ule ttu~ 
\"iorld lUlU we nnlst t&'lj.t~ this racial .rlSh t as 
ttta guid ing ~t<t· o f our f -01''ai€D po1107,.6 

I n U $peeQb d,elivo:t'ed .tn 19:;)2 Hl 'tlar Q:rl1a!d ·~ 

LB'!:, th~m oa11 ua 1nht lmulnl It W133UVi8 
\!~rmE:ny, we shall h ave dotl~t 'the, gre$.tan t 
tiij$d in ' t..l'H.l 't."H'ld .. L~t them e~all U3 un ... 
just! It' we sev~ G~;,rlDLm1~ ... sbaU have 
:tf:~pm.1):'od th~ g:t'e, ~lt lif:t'l t 1n3us. ti(H:: ln th~' '~l)rJ;.\~ ~ 
Let the:& $~T we eJ. l!'$ wi t.hout wortfi11t,. If 
our pco.r l .rJ :1:3 5D.v~d, \"te shall havl.~ t'f.;wf.1d 
tb.e §'ayfor 1Bol"aU.ty .. 7 

ha:se textl$ serve 'Very 11 to Q-8:Mtb11tib the aOtll-

pI e,t oly pr~gm::.fUa fa"prolJch of lUtl~r'& athio8; the t-est 

(&,1 

to be applied in f f).tll}ula tlng " ol'e1~n 1»11oy fol' the- F.e1uh,> 

th~ test to be ~:q!1111act in atMe..y1-AS; the :\101'4*11 t 1' of' an. ailt it 

wafj whli,ttvu'or not tha sU~'(jrlor O:ti}rm!iUl tfte~ In1ght gain 

profit! this "'&.$ an utt1tude eomplet~ly ,at odd s with ttl 

JU!iao-('''br1stlat'l; tracU.U.Qn which 11&8 ~l t thQ ll~~,trt of 

:; h h)lf' Hitler, '~!11 lSE!m,t, goymlgtij ,fin.d yp.ao:rldi..-a~' J 
~lM1X -ImnPhSStU, ods. · obu (!hi\O.lIberlaln. $idnfl1 E. 
r ar'/l and othtl:L' :L, (1i~~! 'York. Re'Yn~l Ilnd IUtohc(}('»)t ", 
19'59):tl p . 39'1. 

6 Baynes, IX .. 98~" 
.-, 
. Quoted by ,John Olu;;mberlaln, . SidneY' l:lo Fay and Others .. 

..:ds., ~&N!.Qr.j D)?' Adolf Hi tle:x' J P ~ 402. 



Western 01 vl1i !?iation~ ~lowhfjre was Hi tIer t s fun«amental 

nihilism more olea.rly demonstrated . 

The t heory of r acial pur i ty, t oo, i s significant in 

a oons i de r a tion of Na tional Soci al ist fo r ei gn policy . 

Essentially the t heory t ... ught that the superior race must 

be preserved. pure ; i t must not be bastar di zed by the ad ­

mixture of other bloods.. Hi tiel' wrote l 

No; there 1s only one most saored hUlDa.n 
r1ght, and thi s right is at the eama time the 
most sacred obligation, namely : t o see to it 
that thE'! blood is pr eserved pure, so that by 
the pr eservation of the bes t human m:ateri al a 
possibility is given for a more noble devel­
opment of human beings . 6 

48 

In a.nother seotion of !~einKalXipt', discusB-ing ci ti.zen­

ship in the t'olldsh state , Bitle r deplored. t he f a ct that 

It ••• t he child of any .Jew, Pol e , Af:r1can or I.s i a tic .•• can 
9 

b e dec l ared ~ German Citizen. " Such an i deology coul d 

no t f ail t o arouse a feeling of contempt fo r J ews, Poles , 

and others l i n the minds of Hi t l er' s avid followers. Th i s 

a. ttitude wou.ld onH day be r efl ected in Germany-'s r ape of 

so many countries) nmong thf~m Poland . 

The Na tional Soclallstmetaphysics of history, t hen , 

was based on the "blood myth . n Rosenberg cons i dered his-
10 

tory a ''rellgion of blood," and Adolf' Httl er wrote : 

a Hitler, p. 406. 

9 lb1<1. , p. 656. 

10 Rosenberg, pp . 22- 23 . 



All the. t is :no t ra.c.Hil in thb world. 1s 
trash. 

All world h i storical eve~t5, however, 
are only. the expression of' the r t'l. ces f in­
stinct of $·elf pr eservntion in its gaod or 
in its evil meanir~g" 11 

The sta t e envi s ioned by' the .Nazis . was the f olkish 

state. Here again, though, the fundamental concept Wti S 

43 

not altogether a ,Nazi invention , for the past made oontri­

butions to the theory. 

Her der (1774-1803) was the firs t GarnJ[Hl philosopher to 

j develope the conceDt of thtl ft organic folk-na UOh in contrast 
12 

to the concept of the poU. t i cal-jurld 1oal sta t e . H He be-

11El vedthat th0 p l ElJlH1 of tha individual in society was de­

rived trom his link with the folkcOTllJIlunl ty. K.arl. F'r1edrlch 

SChlegel (1772-1829) made Herder 's 1d.ea of Volk the basis 

of the na tion-state, and at'gued tbat the h l ghest k1nd of 

st'l:te wa.s the. t embrac ing a ll the roembe,r s of one VQl!£. Joseph 

0.01'1'138, the historian, a.dd ed the tllOught t hat blood ties 

bound the !Q.!!. toge.ther, and he 1 t w.as who antici?a~Etd the 

Nazi metaphysios of histol"Y by m~king the conoef, t of Yolk 
13 

the basis of all history . 

Sche.lllng oontinued in the growing t ratUt10n of' sub .. 

ordinat1ng the person to the tota lity , the Volk, and HBgel 

contended that the ind1vidual was of slight value , the 

11 Hitler, p . 406. 

12 United St a t es Departrn.ent of St a te, Nationa l Sociali sm, 
p . 6. 

15 Ibid., pp. 5-6. 
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s ta te possessing actual una total po.W'e1",. Wilxl':'i!lm VO~ Hum"", 

bold.t (1'07 ... 18:55) antioiputed a daY' wht-1n 1nd1viduals ~1ould 

108e th<:;mIJGl vas' in the .mass of the Vo;ye, and LI?OiNld von 

Hanke (119£>..,.1666) \';f'ote to th?l ai-foo t that pt'i'Vata 11t,$ 

:no longel.? e3tistecl, that it W(tS th 
14 

aonnnnnity that cGuntad. 

So f1"om the ilj~tu" Of !stY!. and folki,sh atat(W tht;t ,gl"Gwth of 

tot!~ll tar1a.n1sm grad-uelly S!Ji."~1ng'\l 

S1multa.ne.ously with the growth of' the 1d~a of tot-all ... 

tn&?ianiam ~r€r.r the aOfl($$p tot" a f~!.t. O.e:c ilo~ntUl'Y 

go EX'!l$t !lor! tz A~.n(~ t wl"ote ~ n(}ea'many twed ~ gr.$flt mil1-
15 

tary 'tyrant capaole of ext"n""minatingent1re nation.Q 6 ft 

F'ichte toretold. that cond,1 t.1ons would a~ls€ tbl!lt ~ould pl'·o .... 

duoe a leadn~, anti he de"ikj.ctad the le::).dar as lleooesar11y 
16 

brutillfu"ld an educatol' to bruta11ty.. Nl,etz~one cr$uted the 

oult of the 1tSuperman, ti with Ii ~111 t.O pOWOl"r" tlGod 1s dead" fl 
17 

wrote N1atzttche. Itnow TiC '~d,ll that tbe BuperlfMii.U 11Y(J ~ 11 

Gon~s apokf~ ot Ger~n1·t$ longtn,g t~l' ~;l. l·e.ade~ t a:~gel 

... fen\" h1ato1"Y us he in!} shaped by hal'otc< pel'sonalitlas. Pardi .. 

land Ltlsall.~ (18f!5~1864) favored: 6l nation ;vlth 'Out one will, 

~4 Un! t~d. states Dspa.tt.tnent of State , ,lat1onfll, §..CWiaf1;!l!, 
pp .. ,-5 .. 

10 Unit.ed Stato$s Depnrtm~mt of Ste.t~ ) &~ioDfllBoe1.al1;Pf!' 
Pil 11 .. , 

1'l Quot 
A ?{) 
-~ !"'fap 
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wh1ah ,"'auld btl axercls~d by ~'l. singl~ 1nd1vidtL£i l~ l)!altalll 

l':.a thenml eJ.:tolled l';h(;1 brmeflts of I!xutocracy<lo and O~l~i'~lld 

g:plE)ngl~r wrote o.f racial su;pel't,rrlty t:1D:(t nO$!8f4&.t'1!1mu 'vlt'h 

flqual f.U:t"lor.. :F'1rH\l1~r, l~tU:r ltOellel'" V~n den ~uQk w~ota 

th.£tt tbe Orl$is. of G~rra~ NPfi val lay in trHi a~ample of the 
16 

past, 'Iltbtln 'poopl~ ChOf:4'i31 a 1Jl:ltAt! to latul them" 

~eg€! (!onc$pt$ of the f'Qlki$h ~tatetOr tot,~11tal'1~:in-

:lsm; a.nd of n. l'oo:f;"er ,r'OUlnliGil:pres$:t,on :bl the ,fiol:'l.hl of 

Adolf Hltle.r. Of the state-· Hitilel' wrote; 

'NI~ mu.~ t ~;ha !'"?ly d istingnish b€.'tVZ£\ifJ!\ t:;nfi> 
1!3 t ,steas a v08sal, ana thlJ .ra(H:~ OJ~ the cont~n t. 
Ttl!e v~SJ~$l h~$ t\\(HJtling ol1ly if it 1s 8.ble to 
preserve c.nd. to vroteet the ot):nt.ents; in th.e 
t"evern,ft (Hll$$< .1t 1s uS'l)le~~1.19 

And agai n; 

Tb.us ttlfl: hlghe.6t- l'lU!'PO$(~ of the; .t'olkish 
ate" tJ$ is the CT:iil'e rot' thf; pr$~H.!lI'v{l,t1on. ot' tnf.)$!!1 
x"ac1al prima l fi.tlement~ wi11eh , supplY'ln.~ cuI tux-e, 
oret\te the beauty ~lnd dlgni t:r Of e. highexo 'hu ... 
m.an1ty.. \,1&; ~g l\ryans, lli.re ther~f'org t~ble to 
1ma~in~ a State- only to be 'the 11vln~ orga1'11S1tl 
o:r n ationalit1 w11100 not only tH'ifeC{'oilftrds the 
}l:res(.~I·vat1on of the nati<'>l'l.z11ity, bu't 'l\--n ich, by 
f:; :{;urtbar tl'fi11ning of 1 t.s. $!Jlrltl~l a.nd i deal 
abilities, leads it to thf;:- highest t ll'eedom. 20 

iat1.ot~al S:ocl,u1sm, o.t: ,tHlUrs£, m~de the N~zi Pa1"ty 

one \'Y'i th the State, thtu~ ~~:rQ ·vld1l'1g the fOtmc1~tion fo!' 

tQtaliti.l\~lanlBllh A decree of Deoemb~r 1, 19~?;]5 p 1"cead: 

18 Soe Un! ted Sta tes t)epartwt?nt of Sta t o , N~ tl.on~l 
SQ~i.:tll$!b PP . 11 .. ~1,3, for t.be substzUlCHilw"OC' this !)al'F:! ­
graph. 

19 II·.~- - .nc 
F 3. u.L0~, 111. .,r;;u". 

20 101(1 .) 1''11 595i> -



After thCt v1ot.ol',f of' thf.{ N~tlon~l Sooial .. 
1st revolution" the ~~i.tlon.al. SQcitlJ.list German 
WQrk~l:$. ' t:a~t1 (Nal),t~p) i~tbG bearer of thft 
Ge=J:lntfm Sta tcq-1d,aa mld inc :l!H~olubl;y j\)in~d. to 
tn,s :Stat(t. 21 
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'to Cl"'own the 1.~otal.tt~U:hill edlf1a,e NaZi! idiliH>lo,gy lIulde 

th~e },l'ihu"iU."', who (}o~'lbl11.ed lP;}.k, f)tarty timd Stat~ in his 'f)f!:r ­

eon, a'baolut6. 

'the f\,l,klilh s:t~lte 1 thVil'efol"e· I' h~;(~ to fre@ 
tb~ antt1"~ le~darehlp---e$p~elf.lly tJ-l:e h1ijhi&$'t, 
th~t llJ0lil;\S thf$ t ol.1tlC"l1 le(tda.l"$hip .... --rro~ the 
parliamentili.ry prtneiple of the d~el,.tilotl b1 naaj­
o·rlt7, th&tw~Utl:$ dt~cision by the CQlrH6,~ea, in 
0 1"<101'" to 66tabl!~b firml1 1n its pl~\\c~ the r1strt 
of tb~ persc>nGl ~2 

~nth H1t10l" the th~()t"JI' 'W~8 that all authority ult1m~te11 

dtf):ri vea fl'Olll thtJ iO,J.."k,:" and was to be e:X~ft"c:1sed tllrougt'l 

the Ptu."ty, thl"'ou&h ~dli¢h tb(a 'fpl~ expre$sed i tselt .. !t 

was hie personal identl.f1eatlon '\i11th th\Bi Party, indeed~ 

with the Votk, th~t {i.tf'fordedtha pb1loGOphi(Ull ~u$titlctt~...., 

'1'01' h1$ personal dict~\ tor~b1J,h 

H1tler h1m::H)lf wrote tJlat lfA tJ1n.jol"ity oao ni.3ver 1'4;.~-
23 

~:la(3e tbe 1'01id1, n IUta th& t; granted the ppeslZnce of. ¢·o;une11-
24-

lor$. "one llHlll decides . t1 Dr" Lt£t7 wa$ q:UQ teti by th~ {1(;1"-

men pr£ts$ in 1942 0,$ (».ssel"t1ng ftfhe Nation~l 8001a11$t 

'21 Un1 t~(i S'ta tes f;f1P~,lI't1!l~nt 01' St~ te!i lat~o,nal ?oq~~11S11" 
f.h 2~11. 

22 Bltlttl" 'l1 Ih 669 " 

20 Ibid., p. 105. 

~!4 "bid., p. 670. 



25 
Party is Hitler, and, Hi'tler 1s the Pal'ty. fl !.lUY also 

$,1.r~ld thl$ ro:rmul~ 'tJ{.d.olf Hi tl • .:H .... 1~ Uerma~)1,. ar'ta {,~rma.n.Y 
26 

1~ Adolf U1 tle·;r 4> u -ro co:t"1"iJctly c'ha)Ntt:t~r.i4@ ':l.uthol"i ·ty 

tn the f!hlr d 1i.f.)ien ,l t.ben, 1t is solely to the ~utt.lor1ty 

of the ~(U~" At\olt Hitlel', t~w,t o:nQ DHlit I'"€lfEtl'$ 
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F1nrJ.lly. to provl6.a tbe neC'eS$al~Y t.1r.ldttr11nga to ful-

1"'111 his ,.111, wi t..~out aaQllil'1c1ng pr1n.~;r1pl.e to n~Ql3esi ty" 

Hitler 'Oxt.enrlad the tt}t\irlr-er P'rlnel:ple tt tv $ whol.0 hl~l'areh)~ 

ofotf1ci·als ~ 

1he p.t~:hlclple which once 1a~do the Pru$t$j,an 
t,.rtn"j tha most mti1rv~loujJ lnstrtm1ent cf the .\)~:r ... 
man paopll) b.e~ to b~ fJo.mVJ dfi7 ina 'tr~mSfQrtrH~d 
meQn1ng ther p:rlnai fll~ of tile. .@o'tlfStruation of 
our ffhol$ Stat~ c.:.>nstltut1on.: !author-ttl ,gL r~ye:t:l. 
l eade£ iOW!;£d s below~~llg .tfJ~ POn@!})!!1 tl !!9l.;'i.~ri, ,,! above . '\fI' ... , ' , ' - - '. H , 

Th~ nblo·od and so11 ij t)hl1o~ophy of ~hu~1i,sllt tmvis1vnt1ld 

So t:lOl"t of mystic union b~t.w~en Ul~ Vollg; ~nd the land on wht¢h 

they llved, with ~}cH:h .giving; its V1.tallty 'to thttlQthar .. 

For th.is theory ~ial tel" Pe.rl,e ,md Al,rr~d ROSE~rlb~ll"g, iye;t'e toa 

large: ~xtant 1"espona,1blth Kf1.rl Z;rQobs, .in pa\lt~Slt'£e1tult~l" 1&2. 

!deflea de;t VO!JJ\~lt (19~8) gave as th~ ·true mofilani!1, of the 

term tlf(~thel"lat}.dJ' n .... ~thl$ pJ:"i$o.l bastscttnd $QU~CH} or our 
:aa 

existence." IWG~bel'g adVQCt1tail ~ (ter-man !.olk.tacba.lrope:r,~-

"'5 Quot ed , in United Stat~a :OelHi~.l'tm.l.lnt of State, 'Mat!~ne.!. 
SOplfl11$nl, .p$ 44. 

26 . 1 u Q'o.otedlb!S., p. ' su .. 

't.;;"l Hl tler, p . 610 I 1 ta1105 1:f1 tle:l~ t $ • 

US Quoted by John. Chamhe:rl~t1n, S1finey 13,. i'a.::r and f.) tberts $ 

&(1$.» t4eilfKIl1,Ui1.(~ by Adol.f tU.tle~, p. 591. 



a.lismqs seekln~ L(~.bensl'fl.u~ in ar eas conttbuouS to Germany 

an(l in the East of Europe; in this work RO$I£mbe1l"g 5a~f as 

the ultimate t16eHj the brea.k1nb .... uP of Russia., {'ina as the 
29 

1mmediat~ Jo'b the oblitoratlon of thtt Pol:i$h State_ 

48 

~e;Ltl l\all1pt and trw $pejE;H~h~e of Hi tlar 1Ai."(a' ft.lll .of 1'"of ... 

e rences to th(~ need for and l.~i gb t to ~~b~nS~ '~{:U~.. Hi tIer 

was at no 1005 to advan ae manv l" ISaSQl1a j ut) t1tyinft a German 

policy of e¥.panslon. He believed, for $1>.ampl ¢; that Qe~ ... 

many Y{ould h ave to grow or decline, but tha.t it could not 
30 

remain stati o; only nlora 8011 , he wrote" "Caul guarantee 

future 
31 

enarat10ns of' Gel'mans an ndequate food supply; 

he argued thu t trH) dfc)'fel'lst') of Germany r aqui:red a e;!'eB. ter 

t erri .tot'y rOl' the Reich" saYing, 

lev!!' r@gard, ,the. ~e1eh as, eCUl"e while1t 
is YDuble, S9. i$lve ~V;;)l"X &&.tlonal of 'shoot fo~, 
gent!!l"Je.>1 hl~q~ !2t\.t Sl!. ~ and ter;ri~otX. 
iivei ~'grg$~ .tJu~t the po., t ~acred. v1aht in tl,1J,s 
y(lQrl,ti ,&$ :tbe f:1ght to th3t earth l)',ft;llC, h !. Wit.'-
9~sire$ ${O~. 1 ~~ms$l', fl,nd the roo.s t s:eto!,:ed 
sacrifice " at b~l:::.;;o;,;;;,Q..:;.d ;'l~j~ A qFiltl· ·~P:\.l;.,l. for 
th~s e~rtb. t . 

The essentially' 1t'Jper14i llstlc orientation of 11a,tionul 

Socia .list i deology, then, cannot . be doubted , for it 1s the 

.i deology of rtta stel' r tt.p& t 'tJ,1 t1m~ tely to be ga. therer.1 to,ge the r 

29 Q, UG,' t(}d bl :Eltzabeth Wi Skemarm,' ~ ,1 er9,10!U!% t, 0 W~\:r 
(New York, Oxford Unive rsity Press, O.40J, p . 223 . 

30 H1,tler,; p. 950 . 

31 " . !bi g., PPIl 178 ... 180. 

52 lb1t1_ , p . 964; italics Hitler's . 
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into a. folk1sl1 state,. led bY' an hb~olute GHpta1.n, nnd f~ll'" 

ti tlf}(l by rea~on 01' 1 ts intrinaic s-uperior! tyto tho ac~ 

nae of other people."" .. 

It r(nuo.ln!! only to :l!)k if the: impel';tt),listie lont;ines, 1" 

the poli¢Y ¢!'expnosl.on; w():uld lG!tlci to an apiJtH~l to eu"ws . 

The weight of eVidence sUj)por'cs the thes;1s thf-.. t th~ rise 

o:r Nazl1&m threntanel.i 'C..,a1" I right from thfit very bBg1nn1ng • 

. As with certain tcrwts in l-la£l~ph.iloGorhy) $'0 with 

.t t~ Dliliti'lnt bent ll :it 1$ tru.ceable to the past . Certain 
as . . " 

(;el"!ll:ti»l po~t~ of trM:~ Na~Joleon1c al"a. I:nleh.Y f£heOd.()r~~ ' l{.ot"nar 

H'nd ,f;~rnsttiori t!i!. fU.'ndt g,lor1!'.1t'Hl battle .. !'he Pan ... Oel'!lH;tn 

.l,.1eague (1884) ttnd such W(;'tl, d:J Sp~gler o.n4. van den Bruck 
33 

re openly imperialistic.. G-ermnn writers consistently 

betrayed ~ martlt.\l al?1.rlt.J Hegel, von Runke, von Cl~r\i15 ~''''' 

itz'J Treitschl«~t von Bernhardt tU1U 5.p(ntl~~el' mlll.<y' be oited 
34 

iq tllw.raple. 

ldolf Hi tiel" hOl>ed the t into t.h(~ rd.nn ".1" t one )'oung­

est children this pra.y~r might be 1n~tl1~ed: 

lmishty COd ,. ble~u our armS j be just as 
l'hou alW'!lyewe't!t{" juag\:! now Ji wbether Vl~ deserve 
:f'r"9(~doJ.D .; L;():rd, 'b. ~~ss Qur battle! ~56 

3D United State.s j.}ep~rtoentofSts.to) Nf1.t1ogal SQc~{'l!leml 
p. 19. 

4 ~. $ ill" 1'9-21. 

;Sf) Hitler, p. tl.. 



50 

It 1s qul t~ certeinthr.t t Hi tV!!· bl!~11;@vf'."d the tttl.f.1 -pro .... 

!~ram of l"~~11sion of th(:~)o$ t-F:t'.lwl$.t ,",arld f7~.rtrf.ik. ti~~3, lay 

not ill the pacific ?olioy of Stre~H.:u;lannj but. in l:-aQOUltseto 

•• " -, ,,, HI'> .... ~'O .... ,. '1-,"" hi'} 'l 
""Gtj, .. Ov HoA.. IJ-..il.. 4H . •• I,.;;;q'"" 

Ont$ MUS t. be qui t~'e cleat' t~bout the t:&tct th& t 
'the rega ining of the lost l"eg1on$ will not ·comti! 
about thl·,:msh solemn a~:}H3t.'\1$ to the (3.~Mt" Lo:r::t or 
through :t1i()u$ hopes in. a Lo~~gue of Nations, but 
only by !OI'<'H-; of arws ., ;'16 

'.1.t thE! S£JIlC' time Adolf Hi tler ~.\.de it quit!); cleal' thii this 

inte.rssts. ~xtended b~yond me~"'ely r(~t;t!.,j .. Jl1n& the lost '1ier1'i-

tor1e&10':rlti.ol;"tlne the o,np~rt81(}n pollay ot Imp~l"1!.~1 Gel"'''' 

'mtlOY , he r(lt'm.l·l~t1; 

In plhoe 91' ¢> rH~al thy EUI·opas.n Ib.nd polioy, 
eolon1al :rmd trade J.t011ey was adopted. ~ ,/the 

C')4!reot l"'O(id Wou.ld~ ef/an UJen .. b.tl.ve OeGIh. e 

strengthening contin.ental ;''OW1U" b'y 1i'.;1nnln~ ne 
011 !lud turritory in Europe .... 37 

It v;ns ~ ~\t*oto Hi tiel'" $ t,o UU$sl& and 1 t~ bordat" $ ta tee 
36 

tt.u t Gormrmy had to l.ook t'tn' ~enSl!~m,.. This thlnkl1l@ 

.. "'~S not abandoned by .fl1tltH" as the 1920.s· ijrew older. In 

a e~i~e.ch At Esson, in 1926, h(~ fJyoc1f1aally aondeotwd a 
39 

policy of pe&co~, and at fsu"Ylicl1Jj in 1928; be ontJe aged ... "l 

~~6 I'll tl$l'~ p .. 1H.2. 

~)7 :lb!~., p" 892 II 

06 ~. 1 pp.. 950-m.ll .. 

9 Gor-don W ... ?range:!, aall ~:~ P!qade3 2i p~t!.on'11 Goe1a1 ... 
1sm, 4923-;194.4; H1tl!tr t s Vrol'd.s, Introduction by r'l1~d ... 
eriek $Ch'Ut11tt.n {.tl~u.ih1ngto,n , Atnfl1"iaan Cou:n~11 on Publ.!" 
t fairs, la44) , p . 4~ 
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den01:U10ed the p1*l.tHlil)le of front.ler rev1~ion fU~ attrtbilis .... 
40 

t1nl0 coneept1an tt amI r epeated 'tbfJ err for 1&berH!;:{lu~.. III 

1930,lat B~:rlln, 111tl €n~ ¢ri"ed tbat in the aaquisi:tion of 
41 

more al011 ffOOd helps h.1~ who helps himself e n 

One, AuthQrity l"~late$ th~t ln 19.03 he wol'ked tor ~ 

w~l,le in tile Nazi lAbor 6el'vic~; yOU:tl~ fJel"':men t,o:t"kers, 

f.\ocording to thhi £)Io-uree, werEli even then b~lng elY$tam8,ti­

eally lndoctl"1na,t~d ~!tb t'om,ml'tie b;J.les of a€,tl~I.ilM pl9tiS€lnt$ 
42 

who h~d worked tllt3 soil th~n i ll Polish bands .. 

Thus it is p:osalble to deduce iI'om the ~ord$, of lIttler 

him$elf tba t tia$i 1df)ology prov1d~d an 1wp~rlall)llt.1o for-alb'll 

poll\lY t~(,)l' the 1bl1td Reiohe It i s PQa81bl~ t(;~ show tbat. 

B,itlertf~ pol101 !'nvol"·ed revisiQn o,f the f:rfnltlel'$ laid ~ow;n 

at v~rsal11~s, ana t,l'Utt he beli0ved that only tl'lr(Hl~b war 

could sueb ~~v1s1on Dt1 I·eall~..;}tl .. It ls p<:H~s:tble to show 

th,t,at Hi t10:F $ from tb~ v~ry stat"t, want~d a gr.'~~t de;11 more 

than mere trontiel' rev1s1tltu be ~'tUlted to axt~~nd the GtH'''i1Hln 

,Luben§l@!;nl1; a nd t o tio so .in t"hfr i~iHJt ()t Europ$. role ,cQul(1 

only maan tha t tb~ ?o.lish State would 1n~v1tab11 be f aced 

wi t~h tbe los~ of land to G~lrtnan1 l1'lld slav i B1'1 ob6ldi(tnoe: to 

,40 Prange" J). e1. 

rLl lJ{l,!)l., p .. 29 10, 

4Q " . ,', . "" Ralph F.. BlsanQff, 
(Cambridge, j ~$$.) 



Hitla:rts 'till, or eomplr::t6 d~struet1on .. 

The doctrinaires of the Tni'td Reich were t..~ol',;)ugh· .. 

~oin8 oppol-tun1sts .. Goring> at Nuremberg" teatlf1ed: 

It was nt,;ve;c 'Li'\e case .. that froID th~ vet')" 
beginning, a,$ hM! oftiSfn b.e~n re;Pl"-0.:Hllnted here', 
~'V€t got togothe:r ilAod,. , c()n~p1r1ng , laid <!town th.e 
eVf31!l pointoi" Gur ~la:ns f or deoadets tooomeo 
Hath-er), Gvery-thing t\l"O~€i out of th~ pl aY' of 
pol1 tical for·cos and int€:r.e~t8 (6 •• 4 

A timetable tor 'iig€j l"ess1on would come. and Poland 

Em 

'i(;Hlld have ~ pl :.~c:a in tl1~ t sebeJultZl . But tha.t tiould have 

t o 'Watt until "the pl~ of pol1 tical fot'oee ff ene.bled ·the 

geneX'~lstG f'la ah the il'~rn light. F01!the fir&t, ffY'I1 ye4J.ll"s 

or b13 t1stll in P OVHU' Hitl('i:!' l'Hld to ooncentrate on th'" 

pr epal1at1on tor tho $tru:i~le,. In those ea'r'li«)t' ye~lrs, s. 

in 1939, be gOV.!f"l1t:tC his condu~t of rorel~u'l r~lat1ona 'with 

th~.b J1ol1cy /\l itll .. <ioro1nat1on ot' EUI-ope ., in v1e'W. v.r1th th!lt 

.s &!.m~ iUfl 1ffa:"nc:e to jWlt1o<$ an and truth \)l'h1cb 

prompted him to tall his m111t~:ry loa6el"s in August, 1939t 

I stulll give a pX'opag<l:1ndistic oaUSe for 
start1ns tha Ij.;al' , nevel" mind whether $. t be 
plaus.1ble 01' not. 'l'be victor shall not be 
asku!l lr:t, tEU.~ on whethH~ be told the truth 011 
not . In stal"tint} and Illnk1ng n lf61',n.ot th~ 
:right is what mattei'S but v1etorY,1i 44 

There 'Na$. alway $ more th~m mil re vtil"se1n thelaz1 Party t s,. 

~flJl L;1:!1= ffil:oute gchort una Dautscblam1 und 100r~an 
. '5 

die ~nnze Wel t. n 

./1, '1) 
\::~ 

44 " I ' Ibid., I , I, :t ... ~ 
~VfJ6 

43:l t 1 ' 'CI't1 l~ " JAr.! ~uo af.. oy 'I.. S.r...elnann, p • v""~ • 
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Cl' A l)lil \'i'H t1'1'-\'t~, 
._1,~". 4,s.j! '(,,!: L","",'",.,..; 

In the years r}};"101~ to 193Zl Pol~i.nd i s itrt.a't'ItSJ tional 

position waf> ;S~CU1'Oe; its '1$'1:1 eJltJ .. stenee was n~cesG~:r11y 

\i(~pendtl}llt u~}on Oerma.ny an<i th41 fJo\,iat 'Onion" but n<,t un­

til c-\ftel: lSZ3 <UJl ei.tb$)r of' th~$(a g~eat :tlaighbors bt~gin 

to 'tfft'lf:Jrgt-~ tit) .l\ pot~rfC r~ctOl" In intf};rt\~tion~l poll.-tioz. 

,~C)",f'i~t1:)VE'~» Polish s-ectu"l ty i;"{i!$ t~d upon thflll app~u'ently t1:rm 

foundat1¢lla of th~it 1';;:'~1!'11Ch ~111tdlOf; 8fstem.. Htlttbf3 events 

'ot 19~53t despite thf.~ ~er1oll3 l!.\tate .of at.f~l;rs br~t~'!J~H:)n 

"'~rman;r And l?()l,:u~d in tn.e 1"11·~t ~J:):nths of that y~ar, C'ill;1$ ... 

ed ,i\ drlastieuhift intne ¢r1,ent~t1o:n ot Poli$b polley. 

11 t>h:tft tot-.;ard £'!%1H)l;'9.911em.~. wlth Oe.rmilny,. lf~h~re trh~ pro ... 

;gram of a new Fe81~~ tequil"ad the- se<;uJ;'1ng of ,the €~~t ... 

ern "front." 

;the onl'o-n1t.H?1.11y eVill r&1a.t1ons b-etween G~l·ma.ny and 

POltUlll bad ilf\l~:n 'f1Gr~a du:rlng 19l:S1e,; tensions 1Ul(.')untetJ 

stefl.dily at tiu'j; ve'l'ytime thi1l. t t.~e u1 t:ra .... natlonat11st 

N~.zi movement trtUi gf.lln.tng strength 1n tl'H!. n~ich1! St!ll" 

:Mul"'5bal P'tlsudsld. was not at; f1:rst>, iilln.·~i~~:i; it \\1fa£l hl(;J 

belief that tht2' growing polltio(J;l e:ul,sia :in Germtmy VfQuld 

pror.hlce ~w:tiI&lmn1ng of that. cGuntrj'. F\u;'tbe');'wor~" he 

ilH+ems to have: taken littl€t fl"ight~~t lUtle:r ts persistently 

venom,oUI$ ela.mor:tngs £01' rf..$1/.1.sioo and eltp;a,tlsion. !tJllee"",;­

the 11ough.ty atal"ahal ()nca told {\ Fll'~nab mIll ta1"yattackie 
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1 
tilnt Ul tla 't' and bl~ 11eutt1n~n:tG fllmply t;;s.'lk1uV,H 

~ioth1nj;~ ,ever said by Adolf Hi tl!)r ¢culd have 'b'il<.1n 

mO .. 'N~ 'prngnnnt with ugly im5)licfl1tiQus ·fot" Pole:~nd t.h.1:\l1 th'i~ta 

words i n ~~b~ ,~~ot: 

rlt;JV~);~ tol¢l'a,teth>:J, (tstablishment 01' t1~o 
QOfl,tinen.'c,fll ~JQv:{el"s in :r;Ul~v~ II, S~e an a ttee:k 
r~lid.,,\l..st D@ll"many in '$V{~C-"1 H,tt'eW{lt to ()l'~!Kn1ae 
a $c(}(')ud m111t,al"Y power em Gel"ma .. U bordell's, 
evan i f it 1s 'Only intn~ foX":m of ttu~ e:stab-
11shltlfJUt of a stata which is a potan't1al ;g;nil! ..... 
tary 11O'Q.~:r ." .. 8e~ to 1 t ttA,4 t 'the st:r~ni t h 'Of' 
our folk hll~ ita foundations not, in eolonl.es 
but ill tb~J 11011 of 'the Eul"oJ;1oal1"1 bome l tHld . 2 

1'ht'Htc 'Words, written 1n 192.4)\shc.Wl €;. rel$a:rk~ble sitir1lar1ty 
3 

to German military o;;zini->n of that p~r1od. 

Dur111f£ t .ho · fl,r~~t lnontbs of Hitl er' s rule there; ·fell 

from Nazi lips a eontusin,g to:rre11t of app.arently OQntl"a. ... 

r11{rt o17 d&el.!J.rationa.. Fr'Om tl17.1s mount/lln of vet'b1age t'Wo 

rt~et~ laay be der,iuc0d: in li33 Bit .. 10:t Ctu1ipli1~ned f.Qr" 

Jte;ll.mlity_ U and in this cawpa1 gn be l eft bO doubts ~;)f his 

ct~nt1nuing hostility to' the terri t01'1Rl ~ ,rovi$·1o:ns of the 

Versal11~s T!'e~ty; and " f~IJH}ondly, ht: p:retml sed to use none 

but pacific mean$ .til the iW.p~tll,U.ng stpugglef'ol" Garltlan 

1 Zygmunt. J. G!tl&10l-owSld., .tDld P:t.lsudSld. Attempt to 
In! t1e.ta a ?rav,enti vo r:lar in 193.)1tt thO' J'Ol.:CM'lk.il l. of 
Modem Ulstgr.l, XXVII, :flo. 2(Jun~~ lY5ii), pp .. 1.40':"14,1 .. 

2 Adolf H.t.tl&:c ~ nita ' ,pt , Q.o"ua1et!, a nd yPa.br!4ge4" 
~. :lUll' " ate ' eld s . J(} lf1 Olnunberlilii, - th aney B .. 
~Qnd Q . ~r$ (Mew York" lle;ynal no..d HltobcoCk, 
1939), PP. 754. .... 7554> 

K ~. ~ . ~ 1-
u b0fJ al.lov~ .. Pjl tl b-- ' 0 .. 



1trigllts,.n tlu.$5011nl t $l'i?vh1te W2i!3!'~i 'Of 11@a h alJ; a.l~$a.d1 

" bu~run ! 

Himul t!1.naO\l.s4y with h1sl"i S(?l. to power 1vlolf FIt t.ler ~ 

b~gt;ln makln6 8\, fli:H:'1GS of' pro~ounc€lm~~t,$ llrhieh Qocasic}n$(j 

9< l~\~m in P01~~1'l1. In ('& ~r('H::l.am.:;\.t1on ,of F{tbr~·l'f 1, 19a13 ~ 

86 

the Fiibrelf den1~d German war ,u11t and det1iand~ct full G@:t"­

miiUl uHlu~1'1 t1 "d. tn other s t~ te.~,,; It lt$$ a tnt}w:a at tl~:r 

re!j~at~d often in tbu ne:v.:t wl!H~ks in lntG.;rviell';s wlth the;. 
5 

fQr~:16)l pr e Sji.. Xo a rapre~entt~ tive of 'tnQj r..london ~l.,ill 

!~i1.1 &ndSUt;}i'\l ~.xo:r~$~ Rltler s~lid thr-li.t th~ ?o11sb Cor­
e 

ridor cQnatitt1t~"~ ·a ~}i'u·tloula:tly grat~t 1nju$'t1ca. On 

Februel'Y 12 he 1fUS. quoted by the London £"."fil~S as etl}ltlng 
7 

that th~ C<>rr1dolt l»t1~~t, b~ returned to G~rn1tn:);:y. Polls'b '},'oX'Qign 

tU.n1s.tGt' BtH~klt bowever,mu,sed thgt n'rontie1"'s WfiJ:l~~ not 

4. See leljJ~~, GrOS's. $d \I ituro JU~ I d2'060tlt1Et!U! 9~rV6l' 
~f 20th qentu.rx r)o ,i ' ,1ft. ~tj!Ai" Int, r, ,oduction t>y 
Ro'h~;ptM~ M'a($I'ver N~w or ' . ' .11o~H,)pl~lcal Litrri\lry' ~ 
1948), Ih 14$.,; Mua~ol1n1 ohara.eterl~ed t~:.w:t, type of 
!.troptlge;ln<i&whieh ,limod t1.t disarming othel~ nntions. of 
t tH:pir gu~plc1ons b"1 dls to:rtl 0llS ¢-f the t.l"uth t:he Owb! ~ 
WlU, .. tf of l ies wb!eh pr~lId"td~d the t',:red W~l"·t 'Of blood .. 

£) 1b14 .. ;, p . 100'1 .. 



8 
ch.ttu&ed by wot.'ds .. " ".bout. this time, t.oos the Polish 

lead,91'S bCtllevtdld th<'~ t because Hi tler.f Goring 1\ Goebbel$ 

and Hoss 'r4'er-e not Pru$~1t1nstr~e:r were ljrobably not tot:) 
£) 

QoncGrn.ed \'I"ith tho fo't"lr1n.r Gal'man p:rov1nee~. 

ttm d.ie.al·W~1lfHlll.tprov:1s1ontl (if the :I':r·.e?"ty tJi" Vel's.a 11:-

1 e19 were u t tacked by Hi tltH' a fc?! Q.;(iYs 1a tel"'; on F0bru .... 

ary i;!~ he a truck the equal1 tyn,'te 'Pith Lout,s P * Lochner, 

Berlin QOl'l."$.;)PQndent of the A,$50c1u ced P~e!,s, saying: 

In th~~ Peaco ·.r:l"e~rty vI' Varsullleu th{~ ob­
l i gation 'to disarm W~. 3 nQt imposer'i upon us in 
order ti:V::l>t ttlil'teen yeal'!) ll!.tttU~ the-reJ ~houlfl be 
bt::ld fj di~H1US!iion upon utill t a l"Y $1'.0 te/ns t' but in 
Ol'dtl~ ttwt tn{) othel' l~~opl<tle fihoul d be in a 
pos1 t10n to disQl.rm. For this ct!sal'mt\m~.mt we 10 
h.d"~ noi;Y been walt1nr, for mOl'f?1 tbun ten year~ .. 

P;in- GerrMinlsm", too I 1\'$;$ op(m,ly ~tdmi tte,1 to be e. Na~1 

~~i!ll in the first week:;, after Hltl\lr 's r1!.Hi to On 

56 

,{arch 2~~ Uot"l' KUOfh Na t:1onal Soc1u11st len!ue.r 111. tbe Pl'us", 

sian Diet st~tadl 

As l'}au:let' of the Hat10'ual Socie;ilgt$ In 
this HOtHH~ tlllG by ord~r or: HeJrl'" Hitler 1 t'ie .... 
olare that the r'ru~s1$:\.ns ure pan"'Gflrml!.U, that 

e shall contInue to be so. und th .. l't l'fJa- sh!'J.ll 
bave a ttu1ned our goal only t'then all Gal"1'!l:lnY, 

8 !!achray, J!2l.Pm9 .. 9!: .l!ilt$t;ct§!t;i, Pll 315. 

9 



1n(!l'Udtn~ Gerf,!}';.n j).'ustri;:!., is unit-ed w1th the 
Fat,herlan<l in on.;a g.re~lt St .... te tba t ce.n tbus 
$aV~ tieruH.UlyfS WOl'l.;l m!s!;lon. 11 

57 

A flay l(',,1t;;tl", {:iddre8sing the lie 10l-1stll.g , th~ Chancellor him..,. 

elf aald tb:~t. be hhd par 't.i m.lll.i.l' 1 t beart the welf&re of 

0i81'mUnS li,v'ltlf; beyond G~!'many t s trontiOI'fi\) lUs Gc:)'vernment 

lnten."od, said Hitler) n ..... to USf,3 ull thf~ lllG!.l.l':lS at their 

dtSPO£H\lrt to fHl!">i}Ort the frequently violated rights of the 
12 

Garman ~lnorities. 

German \VOl" r:tr~n'e nm.tched by Garman deedfS during tba&e 

early mQntbs of 1~3;iit.; On F~bl-U[U:';Y 15 the Btrnngly pro-G(u· ... 

mlin Danzig OQvernm!;;nt w1thd~aw the sf'$~ial ?ort. police, th~ 

HttfenpolJ, ~e1. ~l.n1 rkjl'l~<led it 111tb tha Dl\nz1g RBGut,it'i{oJ,.1zu; 

whioh '\!'fa·s ;~ntlrely bf.:lyOl'ld ~~V,J s'Ort of Polish I".mntl"ol. l~EHH.\ 

han two '¥Ita"eka ltite:r the Poles, 'b-e11~vlng tfHlt It1tle:r pur­

tH:HH~d to support f" supposed. Dat).zi't plo,t to $e:11.~ thil't ~{e$te.r-

pIa tte j s tt"ongly reinf.ol'c&d the goord tb ~~a. Poland l'efusl3+:t 

to hi;'H7tl th0 High Col!Ulti.$$i.<uler. $ order to vdthdraw th{1 oV'e~­

sll!1ed guard, (./tnt! tbf:t. ltlatt*l:t" ~Ul$ l'arel~red to the Council of. 

·the LEH1.gue. Finally tb+.t Pol~G wi tbflr'Sw the guard upon 

Danzl&'s pl'Jd~~ not to intringe upon Polish ~igbt~l 1n the 
l~ 

¥'testerpl.atte. 

Uoltke, German repr6sentatl~~ to Poland, r eported to 

his Oovl!1:rn.nu~nt thut in hls v.1ew Po16nd meant the Wel$'tG1"platte 

11 B~ynes, II. 1014-15. 

12 Ib1d . " p. 1019. 

13 Si3e Machruy, PQl:.;.nd if. P~lsudak~v pp. 31a..,..li£C). 



14~ 
i:d'rf~ l t' ~lS Il '~~' ~l"nilli: ta th~~' ~d\t(H"Hit,e~ of t ' E/1tilSi.o2'b 'n.t(: 

f"r>3uah t~~'ttJlif.'H~e/Lol· in tiorlin th,)l.i¥.:Zj t thd.t ? JJ.EJu,j$kl l' ~~fj"" 

lnest la51t tillS' d~,\tl~~Gt'l& of ~1l~zilBm , .'1as t.~StiX1~ ttl'£': I<'ii~"", 
1.5 

UOtli ';;;'l1(1 rBi'l')].'VS: of t'!.wAJ.l1etJ .. '1\ nny €i 'Vml·t; .. by thQ! 

spring of HMd, tb.{; Pol.t~h UOYC:l"llrllant. ~a~;j!l f:tn~t.ll)· t:.:t~~lni$ 

chs .t:la::tl r~~imE) i;(el>1ou~lJr ... 

Thl'ougb.ou't :ll.al~oh ~n',l A~,:r il Gell'man t.brtm t~ to t.hftJ 

CcO,rrj.c;or and Un':~r d11>e:.sl!t C<)::tl(~iu.u"d j (~nd lnclr1~ntstook 

pliiiCl2' .. lultl .... G01ttn<liU dv<l£ICHu~t:t ,~tion3 Hrtl pt~d 1'11 n~£UlY ~)l~Ct\1~ 
l~, 

in ?n lund;, ,;~ntl bo th roini$ t·~:r ~i: lodgEtd fO.rzu'!.l ~Yrotil ~t~ .. 

:tt).Y ll't:t',1tfit·,~ a.~$~:i"t J>.Jf'Jitiv<)ly tb.s.t'th ,t~ st&.te of 

Or::rw~.n ... ?o11$h :r~1lation;5 h::id d{$'tJBl"ioi.~atnd to 1l1Jc.:h ~ (H:tM.f~'li?J 

by s .. pr1.ng tht'it Pilsudsk.1 f!'oposed f{ I;reVI:-;ot i life W,r~l'" to 
1'7 

Fr(1nC~iI At leF,.,St ont~ uu thor i ty !jv€r~ tIl~ ... t Pi:LiZ)~A t'1f!lr1 

tilslud .Be~1J.n. in $0 milt!1 '(i:o:rr.H~!I n,'io y\)U ~/ant. J4:.3,oe o t' 
l~ 

·"a.'f'? .. 

14 GaslQrow~k1,p ". .1.14 .. 

15 

16 Mtl¢hra.,y I 1?.:?lJ~;ru!. 21::.. Z!lklutt~>ki) p iI 524~ 

08 

17 SaG L .. B 1f NLU~j;l1:';:t $ 2J..n). ()r,,~~, t ... .:!..R E.r/1.~J)4.tf!, j 18;sa"'11?~~J} 
(London .. MnolJ:lillem and C'O., I' f"to :', 1048) ~ "pa "LUj 
J'ohn w~ Wh~:;101~1' .... ll0.nnett, jt1n121 , r!"olOt~U~ ,1£ ll:t~i-
~,;U: (Nel\" j'("')t'kSl nu~llji Sloan 4'tld Pa'J.z'ct.i} , I H4.8) ~ POI ~383 .. 

18 ~~11:tabet,h W1~k€!m.!nn, f1t:p19~~.! ~Q\li11t (.N~w YOl."k ili 
Oxfo,!'d Unl,vm."s1ty Pl"6.lS,f;,t lB.;lO)" roo cOS .. 



The tyuthor of cr'acent article ,m.:ilnta:1ns" h::HWCVtH', 

thttt th~?l French cF'Qr"d{iiIl Ministel' in 1963~ ?aul-Bnnc;.')ur, 

a.nd tbe then Premi~r, DM.ln.di.ar, knew nvtbJ.ng of ,).ny such 

Pl~oposal.. Count L1pslu, Sl1YlSthis authority; at&. tud ttlHt 

there "tas in fa.ct su.cb. fi.:, proposal, but tbat it we.s madv 

thrQugh milltil.I'Y l"atht':l" tndn thr-;)u,gh d.1plowat,lc et~aM(~ls. 

Tt.m Frenell JU:fJJ'j' ohief in 1::133 ~ Vfeyt;and , elaillHsd never to 
19 

have heard ot'" such (;i.·suggest-ion" ..... e Polish FOl"eien 

ra.i:i.ni s tal" , Colonel Beek, aecordil'l€:. to tnl:a SOUE-oe'» deni~d 

th~ .. t the!'$ 'Wae ~uch f1 propogal, an(l claiule{j thfftt Poland 

5:.1 

had mal-ely ge1'l6:t"~ ted ~ screen ~t to frighten the O~r'-

.nans 

Hi tl.er himself su.:id, at .!\ much ate:t tha't his 

pr-ogram to'£' tht3 fil"liJt yea't,s,Qf hiB rule '~rl'r,Siil1e{1 the r(~-

.ti.l"'m;:,HtlOnt of' Gell'tnuny, separation from the Lea-gue of Nat~lo:n$1 

:reml11t$krizf1tion of th~ I1h.1neland QM fortifle~t1on of thf-) 
::;1 

entire R~1oh. Such a program, eerta inl),,; requ1re'1 som($: 

ltlnd of 'll1o.erst"dl<i i%l$, ~'1th Po14ud.1 some urance to GOI'-

Inhny that thG Eaat v~oulrl lS;lvC' bil;! no trnubl~ "-lhilr) he vms 

undert&.klng tne.e.5ureS ~h1cb uQw.a be Qxpected to (1.Wo.kel'l 

Frenoh. and .Bl~1tlMh host111tYil It 18 h1Sbly (iQubtful that 

the Oerman:~ had to be frightened intI: ra~'Efr~9hgment:, 

ihatGver theil" immediate motive!) for unctersaklng the softor 

19 Ga:slo,t-QWSk1, p .• 14"1 ~ 

20 .I'h1 ~ .. " lrr.'l ,~ .. J ii" ::>" 

21 See ba10Tt , p. 72. 



at) 

appro('~Oh thst Wi-l.rkGd thGir a.ttJ.tud¢ towar'i volutin after 

April. 19Sv" 

On ltay :) JI 9"t Pl1auclsk1 t s diroction, t'iysocki J tile 

olish Mini;3tor in B(n~11nJ' met \d .. th Rl tler and von Ut~ura·th 

and o-a/lla to u highly- ~lgnif1m~nt 'utl,{i1erst$..ud.1nt; whle'h \>n:Ui 

l <", ter endorsed 'by CoIQrte-l n.eck. WysOQk1 told the. Ot:r;ronn 

le~!d.ers tfH~t Polann was ''iiJ f.f'1:Y al.al"~ nbou e tlaz1 agl tt'li. t1on. 

in nnn concmrn1ng Danzig.. Eitle!' r@ p11et! th:;.t Q(lmany 

'Nould :rC8),Ht!.Ct the tl"eatie3 by If;'h:1oh 1 t was bound, tha't he 

himself. waz, 8 pac-ifl,Set, th~~t as a l'HAtl.:UUrllist h~ t"e~peatQd 

other nat!,onal1.t1es, ani this hi~ own concern aentel"od 
::12 

upon the rttlnfer that c;Wtm4'i t-~d from nl.lSSif:l .. 

~ho:rtlY thBt'eat'tel" bo,ttl. e£tp1 tals lssui!'d (!O~llti1\.miq ues 

declul":tng it to ttf~ theil~ lnt?nt1on to ke-ep within 'treaty 
28 

lltn1ts in their d~a11ngs 'lrdtb one (;motbor. 'fhen" c'n ~fay 

17, Ch':l.llcellor 81,tler ·ielivered hi3 celebrated Ft!nden .. ~-

.tE}{~e.. In this ~Jcldreas th¢ f!~uhrer gtatoCi~ 

Ou.r Doundlas:;; lQva for un.a loyalty to 
our own national trad1t1ons makes us r~HJpect 
the national oll"J.1ms of' othf:?l',s ~nil mal!e5 us 
de.uirf] from the bottom of our haarts to, 11.ve 
wi th tl'lew in pCl:.';,ce and frlen.dshi13 . ~~4 

f~fter crit1~1z1ng onoe again the 'rr\laty of Varsa1.l1es 1n 

general ~ and the- unrt~a11stl0 t €l'ri tOl"1s,1 settle~ent in tho 

E2\$t in partiaulal', liltler tH.l.ld that .. his r·l"{'J\occupation with 

,. ... Im. 

0:..':' Republic of Pol'~n::l, l:ol;j.$b \\hlt~ i!o~~J liP. 11 .... 12. 
t1~, 

.-" ,) !3aynes, II. 1041. 

i4 ~ lO~1 1.0,.1.0 • !ttl... f,\ . .. 
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tb.~ qU$$t1on of equllU ty i"U'I.$ based. on. {~~l'mnnyf a gl~'0at n~1tld 
£~ 

fen' s6our1ty. Oe:t:':m~n1"" he atated~ would a~cept- any i?ll"JJI!S 
26· 

prohibition that arp11>9d equally to all e tat~s, but would 

~lKn n() a~.:r~(:)ment$ w!',l1ch would. continua hel" clegradat1on. 

In f\ll ~v~nt!3,1n:t1d. 'tho Cht;;.no-(~.l.l(H·j\ QtJl"JIHl.l.'lY ~C)uld 'trelid 
27 

only the palths laid do)'m by 't.h}} ·tpeat1eB~!i:!tl~t .. p,rr.rtl ... 

OUJ..a~ly conderone·d ~ny ~eoour$:~ t.ouI'ms ,i,n the 5et'tlemc.nt 
28 

·of Qutnt&ndlng (U.t'f:~r~)netH) .. 

A f em ,1$,Ys firftlZl" dt!~li.v,rH"ing: fis !1Peflce $l~r;:eCnff Hitll'$'!' 

told thj:i! p<!topl f;; of Dall~!g, \f,no' wori1.~ abo'J't tQlrv, to' th~ polls. 

, .. l'v~:t th.e fit;:. tlo1:w.l iSociilli.sts did no '~ want to, ttlrn fo:r~d.gners 

into {rel"'m~{lnS and did n<Jt w~nt to c: o.tr~C't txQntie~s (it the 

eX!-"el;lse of ;f'cl"~?iEn !lelopl¢s", Ho &;)r7~Glat' t(.) Q~;t'l'ltn.rH.' OIJtsi.us 

of G~rl:1Kin1 
20 

$p1r1t", tt 

t o be of to'¢ .samef'imti?I' aomrctmi t; Of :'lQul \).nd 

Xhe Dn.nzlg ti~,tloMl soat~11$t~ , H,!'tf!:r w1nn!n~ tl1>'J 

~1(~ot1OJl." affir-n1ed thei!"' 1.$.511"{;) to tVlllft~ good r6'11.:. {,;.lons \'W1 to. 
30 

?oland ", 

B~ July He.rJf~.f~ml l'iaU5chnl'ng \Vl~S sug~e$tj.nil' thllt Poland 

and the Jll"1iH.1' (;1'ty &et tle tt'ud,;r d1aput~s by direct n~,otla­

t1on, rathel' th~m by Sl.pp(;c}[.:;.l~ to tho tfJaiue. and in $~ugust 

25 Baynes, II. 1(156. 

26 tb!d. ~ p. 105·<1> . 

2' !.b,~d ., p . 1056 .. 

H8. ,11)'11., r. .. 1057" 

29 TT~b··4d lO" ~ l ~~." p . ' \,1". 

aO Maeb.l".av .. ~an:j o!' l)tl~udsk1 .. ~ .. 5U9 . J" .... 4. __ .;;;;. .... $~ .... ;:;;,. .. ~' 'Pi.e; JiCI;:' i;!. $8,..... r, 



32 

t!ln1 SePt~mb$l" four ~4g re&~lttnts were s1t;.ned ; t'fH~se agr e8t1lents 

regul~t0d Polish usa of' th9 Pop t 0 i .. nz1g~ afJknowledg.er~ 

'th~ r1bhts ot Polish. 01 tlzens in Danuig, and reatfil'l11e(l Po-

lund t $ obliit'ation to 'tl'ud and commeree" wi thin 
~l 

the r~all'1l ofoossibil i tr, aqually between 1)a.:ue.ig \iJlcO,Q Gdynla .. 

In July Chtine011cn.~ Hi tle:r once a~a1n fO:Famlly prntalllt.oo 

h1s {J6~ceful intentions to .... "urd Poland .. Wysocki reported to 

Beck that, 

La Ohance11or mt~t declare .jgalement qu 211 a 
:pris des dl sposltlon;; ;~!'ic:. qu') fussent 6vitees tp, 
Dant!lig toutes dlsoor de$ aveo !>ologne~ il est 
~ _A' .... ... . "t .. ' , ~ , 
t vuc ... G n <nIO.ll'~ flue .. ~ '$t ~mospll~rs qtU '1 sort" Cliel;i'e 
pro~htlra letS me111..,urs ,resultatth 32 

At t he same time Hi t101" aecused the authors of theV9rs~11-

les rrrl'$aty ofcreatlng ths Corri dor in order to "sut an 

t'!,dur1ng ftDYSS between OO:l' l~Hlny and Pol:.lnd oj 1t This ;~m~l"k, 
.... tV 

observed ~soek1, ,ras made in a conol11~ltOl'Y tone. 

ttl AUgU~l t 81 tler o.graln renmm.ced 1i1.ny poS,fJ,1b111 t~ of 

his stdzing 1"or elgn posseS$1-onSB , e1.nd spoke of Germtmy~s 
~'i4. 

rGat lon~in or peace. On Octobe~ la, 1933 , upon b~1n 

reminded of h,j.s 1,'OrmAl' evow~ls to' someday r~covelJ the 

~l 
40 3~'i;j .. 

32 Bayn , II, 1091. 

33 Bf.fpub110 of Polano, "01150 Whitt> ~o.!:# p. l5. 
' '1;. 
\", 



" 

"orr1(~o~" Hl 'tlYiJ;v ObS~lt'1(,j,di ~ 

.. ,. lI'Svell the 'l"'{;tSl..Oc;.t. ':rrQ~t}" gl V.(ij$ tiS U)O right 
to ask 1'01' r6V'i~ion., No on.(t.in <lal·11'JEl .. nyth1n~~ 
Qf ~Ul1)~ to l;~'k;ll~ wi th rJ:oJju~6. vV~l' ttlt;JCt:)~r1. dQ]." J' 

btlt fI(} all hopo that 't.bQ ,t,~:o uli.tions ¢an let. to .. " 
,~tb~l" iiifld \.t:b.c~i$~ 1 t, 11 £i.p.a.M ~}iOil<.a tel,,· ~ Z;~5 

It 

.1.1"'1:: 
~r;~ 

A r 1:\; days. l ~t tel,~ It fl. J:,e-H.kil.l~ if.\. the opo :rtil> p.;:;laa t.l 'th~ rubr'~r . . 06 ' . 
t'~ tl"uck tho tl).vnJtf ot i~8hOe' OlJ.C~ ~~ .... 1n, ttlld. af te,l~~~~1L"dt~ be 

told n~us,{j'llnlJ1g th.at 11\$ ~H)uld si~n&.n:ytl; . .ln€. 'Or do tdll' thing 
37 

'~'fhiCh would ?tOl'k to I : the $UO(Hi.H:~S 'Of his po11aJ,t '\$ It will 

ap~1e.aj." tJ.'-:.s.t trHl~; pulicy' w:;.s st,c ... lling for' 'j;.i$\lf Ul V$h1Qh to-

l'"!;it!!il"1i • 

In lm~~ Hi tJ .. el' 

th(! PQsn1tle alllea of thtl i:e1ch w~ro ltal:r, 'Pccltln'tJ'1 Cit10cho-

l:ilo'l/ij fd a and .t:nsl;{~nd<l Wi t.h ~ny. pt~ tho~c pow*n'~, Hitlc..t, 

'thouglrt.. f.,:.n~llll'l.nctr m.1i-ht h e t'i~~l£1bl~ , ~;tnce; 'tb~ii ,ru$f.l.l'bl!>4 

1.11te!L'0&t:i of au.t onu of them mifJlt co.1nol!'!a with t.ue 1ntcl"'-

fl uts or tb,\j HElli.en.. Only li'l'anoo ~,as. ;$ft1Ul u,5 an 1!,.'lpli.H,Hlul~ 
.38 

~11e!ilf,.. l'l1~ l.'aeo;rr;of U1 t·l~l't {;t ltct;l;II' yeart:l 11lustra-tea 

what.. wOl"tb i,junn \U'J.dOt'$t"$ind:i.ntai.it tu;.d for tb.tt PQ,~~ t'S wbiob 

tJQllabora ted ,,~1 th the third f~~~101 .... 

It would app(l.\hI~ thu'!; ti l~umbot' of fuoto:r1S ll'lflueuc€:d 

t he £f'uhrerls thut.king as he mov~1·d towtilrd the r~tI211l02bHm{71U~ 

36 13nyrt2's, II, 1107 .. 

36 1·1>·· .. .';1· . !" 11. i~n ~~p F'f ~ .' ;:;.v. 

'61 RefSann . h~ut.i chr_tng, l'l;~!}j:lg'JOf' ,Y!Vi£VU£~~!\ 
G.P .. Putn6'tm t s, Sons, n"d. fI t:h-rO 

38 .. ~ . ~ . U1vler, p. 9~6 " 

(New X:ork . 



riith Pol{illd~ r ,anco1s-Fono:et eonj~ctured that. onE) rgotlVB 
~ 

3·$ 

9;las N1tl$l'if:l dE:1'$ire to ;,~lJ.iC"1 tlla ~u$.,'i(tl\}n~ tbdt his r~glID~ 

had iit'~Uii,)d in ;j."uWOPB ~ ·.:ana th.~~t ~n~) tb'IiJ.r ',)'( . .'15 his need to 
39 

!!;earn time for tn,;.) G,wnsa11f)/$ r;.10,n 01" Nazi vower in GeZ'many. 

rubbal'ltro~} :rtS\l,ort~d the'!. t Hi t.l~Jt, \,H,l:3 ul"ged to 'thit-;;. (:OU1·5>'" 

b7 Qon~ral von Blomoe,r.g, 1;;h{.; Il!vn~id~r\:i d il, t;Jssenti a.l fen," 
40 

grJ,'j' €'J.wlng of ·th~~ genor,[~l ~1 ';"'!l:.lt1brh '~!lxa:1"bninithough t 

thc:d: U1tle!' ,rea.lly i".r~t'~l·l"e<~ :9. f'o11ay of a.~re{~r~l(tnt wIth 

PolJlmd if Polant,l tl';1Quld b~ ~etler.us in 1tsV1(jws, n that 1s .. 

if F\)lau,d 'w/cHJ1(~ !'~'t.Ul"n t{):rl"1·tcn:'1~.:s to G61"lQfkX'~ in J'~lH;'llrn 
41 

for compl3ntu~t1t'}n clltf~·;1ilB're .. 

:lolish In t91:' 9 st. in an un'·.:\ . .::rstr-Uldln~ l,;! t.h Gel'mttuy '\fS.S 

ilirn11e.'fly tilt:: rc£;.ult of' r.:. llurt'iUel' ot't'tt¢tvl"s .. 'l"O~ Mttl"Ci 

't!U"outQ June, 19c3, Britain, t r-l"'" .' .... '. C':0rw." ' n'V' h n it , ,~ ""~ " ., Cfi,l.i..:. v~' ti~1(;4 -ill . ~". "". 

h.old diBou$!31ona !"!51H 't;iv8 t.o i'~ POfl:stblt; pnet b~tw~\'ln th&m 

'hieh 'flO'Uld) aeoord.i.n!6 to thE~ original rl ra..t"t of the pro-

}.~!e t) have had th~ Qfi'~(!t of t.~~t?bl.leb.int fQ\U" 

power' c11l"iiH':tory <;;rllti-r Europe.. 1)CSlt,it.e 'th,f.t fact ttw;t the 

final, gJ'i.lr~ t11 .:UJ.ute(f d:r*.tft failed of 1',:1 t1:flca'tion, PO-

.• and was 0lu":'7'ied... P11sud,s1!1 knew OMf Q()ntempt for :au&.$o-
42 

11ni, ohifJd' 5Jjonso;r o.f t.he 1d.tJ~i\'J roo, J'ollsh !Jl" ide had 

39 :F'l"anco1$ ... Ponoet. p. 110" 

11 nauaohn1ng, 1)" 1.16 .. 

42 Gasj,.ol"ow$ki •. vP~ 1-114-145 ... 
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b'H~:n irr J,ev(;u~;,ly Ort'e-IU(l~d be{3~:S.u.l';)i!il th-t't ~,t~¥l,l"St\~i tJ{)'lf~'f'~~n't rH~d 

otten left out of t.he t,it,lk;a ,al)'(l i ti!@ Gr ·e$. t PO\'J$r l':retellit tons 
45 

1~rntlll~d;l De$pl te j~i"t;,'l'Wh g..M;}lJl":~·ne~$ th.·tt';. t·h~ prOp'o~$d 

I'''our,,,,,,J'>O''i'flH;1i p~,(jt CQnt,:al11~d no ttndeit':stt1.nd1ng at P$lnnd 'IJ ex .... 

j,~tr$1:'UH;i; Pl1:7rufl~~l{i too~,;: t.hib' to.t'i';.ilr ~~~ :an ~XS.tr!.pltlQ:f· 1'''a'!f~n~h 

dupl1,'(!1t1 p ~nd 130 b~~ia:'l tkls .~~;tut'Atj.1n'$ fwr the pos$1billt~~ 
44 

·of Jl ~~.npX"QcJ1~~f).nl wi ttl ,(}";$A1.:.~nV. ':Ctlf.,l"l, mHV b~ '~". ,f"(.).lil, t ~ lH'" * ;Mi.d,! ... II _ '. J_ ~ " " -W' -.., ttl fiCP ~ 

nit1t~stnG~ in th~ i'act th,"; t i>1l8U\.1t;.>td. leo'i:'f4Bel 'Or tbii. n~·~o ... 

tiousi3nl . ., a uwrt tl'{IMi/, 'H?'t'O:r~~ ",Ul'"{:it.ttlng. WysGckl to~:ec:u:r~ 
45 

t1'4'.3' :M~~1 ~~ .;~udl~Ji-I'~Cti w,i til lii tl'in' ''i;.nil Y(m S'fSurs th .. 

In. SMptt:ttl1h~1J u,tlck t'i3'PQ~te,d to \1at's&.\, t.hat th.eJ '21az1 

rog1:nu;; ne0<1e-d ealm. '011 t.h~ intf.it"l!:w, t1x)'na l scene 1n "a."('j ~H~ to 

rB'volut1on12:~ H~~rml'A~lY~ N~!!.1i;$iC.tl, b~ d~elt\rad, w~a not ~·o 

~:;,1ckect. as it :!Jeellm(~:.f l'epl~f.'t3Gnti;ng ·nJ.:! tl1.{~ ~ t :lI'V\l ao t1,n 
46 

the ~&t1oMl unltlc;at1.v~ of: n(n~1t;::tnsr(t ~ In Oetob~r, Ulough, 

the- l'o11.;sb 1$.:'\f.i~r8 r~Stlt l\3t)!l}€r t:l,~)i}.r6hen,;d"on:$j! bl!}tHMJSa 'O f 

a~l"m~1t S wi 'en-d.ra\l}'u tl'O'fij the 1);ls8,J;·:tranJ,0nt. C~nt~~eM$ aM 

t"!'Vt,i4 tha ~lttgU~ o:f ,t1f~ tloJl$. and P!l.mlf!ski €is-ked both his 

'1d~$ .€"tn;:J.the!2 Fl'r,;nah. GoV$(·~f2:.nt.fQ!, full 1nfo.1."'n:::a tionon 
47 

tb~~ GOl;·tu~,n l"~&,J,"m~..tmen t 1J:l"'~S~:a~" 

4$ i ']:"> M(l Q 1. it ... :i*Gn c ~lJ t )) PI> 11a~ 

44 ~b.Ge16~-BIi1I;Utett, p. f~i4. 

{t,5 c~ea .a btlv ~~ ,., P <il6~ ~ 

46 aaS:tt)1"tn'1~k1, P'I'I 149. 

4/1 ll?t,st .. , ~).. 148. 
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On J~ove11tber 15 lJ.psld .. .,li theg(!t;'¥ Puli~h ML'·d,.star t·O' 

Herlin, ilrf'ol"',,;'!led Hi tIer ~m,.:j 'Vcn Jj'eul"a tit Of PO-l.and fa Gens(;' 

,~ 1n~ecu1"11' :L~ .';i. ra ,;\Ul t. of ree:er.rt OtH"m;~n me.: ... sul"{' S .. H"" 

{' . .slt<sd. if rl.h~ G·{,1r').'lj:;.,:rt GOl'e1"l.ltll,?rtt ~ould li;~£1..3~:i:ure r:;OlNld II> 

',Ii tlar r~pl11il'4 th~;:.t b.is :;nly tot:r1torial ~tnh! t!on 1n .d:t~l"-

o Pf} CQn(:~n."n($-'j the r~~ tU.f'no r 'the S~ ar tv Germ\~ny t the Ve r'-

sf..1 111es 'l';r-e£~t.y, s~1J. Hitlet" jI 1~a~ ~i. bad Qll,\!1, 'but th{.il 'fb1t"d 

heleil would not f.!L.;\~Hl to force :in ol"flat· to $Ht!Ul"a ra-

" visions.. th~ l?ubrer add"€d 'th~:d;, $j.nc,~ Poland eon.!dt:1"t~uted 

·$l;\t-!.st1on ~ttrd.1n$t:; Russi!;;,. he 111.a n(.·t want it ;:it~str'Q~re\l, 

Xlii b~ excluded ~lf}V~ t.t:,'I.l po$. e:;; lbi.11 ty of we.r~1 in GB)!'rcun ... 
48 

:;;ollsh ll"t3:1 il. t1 ens lit 

19~i3 ~ von Mol 'eke tH)Jlv{.:tyed to Pl1sudski 
" ;"rtd B~tek "the Z;'unrel" t$ wish fOl~ tbe f3$ltab.11shI!H3nt .of: llorMal 

rt)latlQn~ bf9twe~n fJ.€lI-lJ.1a. and Wa1Ui4w 1n both the politioal 
a9 

and 19oonol'd .. o ~mhl'lu·e$ .mdj) in/~a"@d ,. Gal"tflt.:lll tra.;:;e} al~«~\l..y$ 

( .. ml.!.ttf;~ of the fJl'fi;;;,ltest im{:ol"'tanoe to Poland., ~J;.~d <!;sumf"d 

~Ven great<H" $ignlfloanec ·i~il tb th;;; onSi:t ot th~ Creat D-e--
50 

pres$;1on .. 

'be Poll.$h Ot)'f/~Z'n!tl~nt sur1;'t\u.t~1ed. the t'Aio-t1.!,1tloos with 

Uer11n with ~eO'rtH::Y» ctenJ'1~ to both the ~'l"&l1{jha.nd tbe 
51 

CZ(7c:bs that it wa.s treating ~ ... it.h Bi'Orllnon r~o11t1cal aTfair1L. 

48 HC::fub11o: Poland 

Beyn(f;s, II, 11~19 .. 

50 W1skGm~um n.. 178. 

51 See.N'.ru.-,1e., .. 15) Frt..n~oU) .... P!)naet, pp. 113-114 .. 



t.'t. · ltH4~t on.e nl"'i t~Jl' tbougi'lt t!11~t to:r thl:;' six ".1~e.ks pl"1or 

to tho Jigning of th~ Paot ( }f Jl..lnuu~'y ;'~flt 1934, ?11$u~:Liilk1 

\ !2.£> bus,ll- fh.tl;nding lrl"utl-C~ ~n ttl:) r<~ss1b1:'1ty ot' (!oroman 
52 

a0t~1()n ,}s~1nst, Ge:titJan,f Ota thu ';; thel' ~uldj/" t1 G61~~!l+:.n. 

Qft'101i1il tol d il'r ~"lH;r"d . .g-Pr) rVf:H1it thll. t fJol;~.nd hii.f.l I"ej~etA:~d til. 
J 

07 

\}I/l\rt.1un prOrtQ~.!lll ttL/;' t. ,li'r2i tlce ~ll~)'!lld b;';l :;. thirf1 part~( t o the 
53 

t1 ~!,,~~f!{-;n t '.i 

In the Gf.tl"nl .. l-n .... Pol1!j,b t~f.Jlzt!'i.'j tit'.m ;)1' J'anue lty 26, 1954 ~ 

- th~ two pO~1el:"~ ;lt~l, tQ i1 tb",;. to i t, ~'\1(:t$ 'theil" tntentie'l1 to 

inaugUl'f;,;.t~a lm.('lIIl')' pbG\$o in th"~1r j\o11 tle~l. rel~.IH~1on$ by mfJt~J.ntli 

.. , ;? d l1"lJot n",-,got1atl 'Olls ..rhiii; th(~y (;on ai d~red. " ·Wi;l.~ ~~s~r~t1,al 

fOI' '1.1:11:; genf,n"t,\l Pf~!;~ (':e ' . of E~.ll"OjH3.. !t W<JS .g1 Vf1!! ,':f, !j t.i:1!~\1 A:· in .... 

'titut1o,n that tht,lr rGutuul dOH.11n~ 5. :;/oUla Ii rot" a· rH,;r1o(; ot t l:,;" n 

r eal'S. ~8 {J{)nductao o.n tblJr.r1nel~~1e.$ latd ,1o'4'tl in t,be p{",ct. 

of' Li,),;u"is ot 1928" Obli~utl;;)n$ undi::t"ttlk:an towar d a 1:011"1' 

'p'11rty ~ it "fIat.! flt1;'!.te<lj "tid. tV;H. jll'<:': V&nt the l}e ·. H:tf:~ul tl~)v~l-

o pwent (yf thc1t" m~t',Jal l" 0 17,"~:.1o.ns, (act nc.toor~fliot ¥1it;h the 

.!)13clar·n't-loR ttsfjlf I '-:"l.n d ';;~;:r.1.' nnt ,:;,f'faeted by it.. All !'llutu,~:l 

'th,:;i t :Caile'd -rd' SOJ.utiiJtl by l:rt~an$, of (}lvcct n~H~otla,.. 

t i !).n would .n~'II(,~:rthahHj;S D t}i1f.SI' · oS! solved by ·tbe t?~;.rxp1..1.eat16n 
&4 

Of forceL n 

5l~ Ibts.1ul') P<l l5", 

5v Franools~Pon~et~ , 
54 .See 1:1epubll0 lOf 

t ot' the t i):&:t c 

p~ 11~1", 

pp. 20,-21, 
,"'~ l{'!'.l·,z,4 i:;)·'!,;1. . ;;;;J ;.J • 



68 

In t.hn talks Fr,-~liminu..t"Y t';'f~ t"h~ D€;cl'.J;r;~"t.i(J;n of J~~nu..1t'Y 28· 

thd Garmr,rt, ne~;otlkil t .. OI·t1- h:.:. ,i teJ(h;; tho eX:.~l'orl~· 'r~}HiH'v-;£.tl r.:;:n 

thri.t tt1t1 ~:~~rG~tn{f,nt i:~hf.)uld not b'l0 tnldel'~too(i t:.o lwply {h];~-

l;il,ln r~;eogni:ti'.)tJ of ttu .f'1"out1$:x+; but it I;hf) i,:h:t:r;:oons ~}!'om'" 

iSt::<l 'I th~' !A.tJ,t'·t~~m~nc j. ttlelfj\{H:ld b~ th(~ bas1111 for SEittli!.A~" 
t)5 

the t'ror.tl';;l' pl"obl~ul.. 

"'riUl' d~.iY J ~if t.":.i 1:' t.l sh~tt:l.'l& of thL1 'ijClCO:r-rj, in .. 

"peach 'to t'hs n~ioh!:it.a,g!ll lU, ·t.1~l~ ()onc,entr.ater), his ?~1tit'l.1"i.:S 

on tbe ne'l',ly l~(~~ctH:d undel"st,tn·jin~ \d. th Poland" t'.cfter 

.r~t~"t.1ng tb~'tt th~ r~a.3i ar'i:4Cl~11 i ,le!t (JotH~t1tut .. ed XlO thre~;.t to 
56 

()"th(~r pBoplQS., fund af t~!1' pll:.·dgll'.tg t;l'H:rt hi;] iJoVt;t'nm~nt 

\I1ou1<.1 not 1~OllL10ttl 1.nsti'tut.1onsof ,"-ther 
5'1 

evu!lt1"1~:li~~ Hltli3!" ~~V't2! rX'eil th0.t. s.1nO'et h!~ r-is/? to. f'o'W$l;- h~ 

t13.(~ b€ilan (!Q11st<mtly (~l:\g:.~g~d in ef:fcrt& to G£irruen 

i?al~'tione with all othcl'~t,Jd;,~' B" tIDe tnHt· It h~d i:H'Jsn hilii 

SlJee1al -de;mlr · t;;1.bl11~e eon:ilti(;ms 1.11 l~i!kgt0l'n t::U!"~)PQ 

by 1;1. sy~tttm of' P~H::ts, of' 'Wiliet'J. ~he ?olijh P:i(;!t 7i .aS 1.n g'~! ... 
be 

iilliUi)le.. Th~ tor:r1t"ri~ll cl~unes of tt\u *i·r~;at.y "r ¥tH~G$ll .. 
08. 9 cha.rg~dB1 tlG'l' ,ru1~d thrl;~a tGn~d to tlUKe tradl t,1onC'i~ 

fo~.s of' 

r-Ut!lI')V\; e &(tUli tt~:tdly g:rfl 

55 lUbb':.<nt:roD. ,p .. 9'1" 

Bnynaa, lIM 1158. 
""1 ~ ~",;<I 1159. 

!)8 l..~~j). ,PP.. 1.160-61 

but .since Vlfl.r11k~ att~:ml'tstQ 

Get:w.:m-Pl11isb problems could 



only }VlV~ p:rt,J(!l.lcod t'tnta£tl':p.bie ru::rults ... 11 h~ ['lad ,tl'h{.\II:H~n 

ttl!±! mGans to tlPl'v!ilot(-~ th'D n~~"lce '"l..l:ld ,vro5pe:;;1t1 01' both 
51 

n.::, tlono " tt 

~rba p~ililt'~;:r C':';!')(d .. u.ded bl~ OiY;,~i"la'ti:)n$ on tbe $" ,1 t\lls,* 

t10l:}: in th~ :C:~.j;fit by (l!X1··11l'I~S8in,g Gl"at.1f lcatiol:t tb;~t Dlltlz1g, 

t.OQ, had b~<a.n a'-bl;) t.o cli3i.f.:!:;;" U~) itu I't)l;1J. tJ .. \.n1~ ·'tlt.h ?'oland, 

::.t1t;i, by tfx·~ell;ii.ng th~ bQ,PfJ tht. t· GHl"t.fHllJ,.-P,:>l.ish I'~lf-H~i'm~$ 

.':ou11 $;inter a n~:~ pel"io.j ~i·r ,~cor}'oc1io \.U'l(lQ1"~t~ndlng8 xn:':. 
60 

f1u~l·eful C'H)fJf:;U,~ ~ti(,')n .. i'! Ritlo~:;Hl6ed thl~~ ~dd.re;l))s to thl'.i 

n,Bl1.ohf»tag oy $J~E·\rt1it$51u~the des1l"t!: t~.t· .Pce~"\'o~tul Wl!4i)l'f_. 
61 6 2 

"blndl~1$3 ;11 1 th ... l,u,S tl:ie.. and 1" f'{1Jl'Oe, and by }iI~lC'4'1\f'!lng ·th~ 
6 

good offices of Sri tarln l.ll securing the 1$. tteA'" i> 'l'tv' 

!"IhB.ncell.Q~ l'emairled i"irw in his d$!!I~nd~ iOl" GB:rruall eq,ual. 
64 

1ty but h18 ton~ ~n.u~ r')~)(l~r·O\'te ~J..n1 l'easonahl~.. 1:1ere ':";.ftS 

.roe Gel"rorul .... Polleb. ,'..tCC~l'!l l~::{ to a s!i:u:'1~~~ ot" SUppltl .... 

i!J"'" iI01~ 

l:fnttll'Y aeoo!"(~ :ld, 'in gvr,H~r31$ to a. tOg'dth.~).r Qf 

~lin an.!i };lar' F'T'Jntlf;}l' 13101dents WiH'$ no lQnf;:£f1" 1'0: 

portE'Hl in the:, p1."& $s:; und P,;#l~,U:1 b~gEm to d13pll!lY ~l g'tcw .... 
65 

lng cool:nl)S~ 'to.lard Ji':rl:tlHlu .. 

59 ~")-nO!l. :U .. 11tU ... 6~.a .. 

80 10 -l '.~ 1" e.2 ~3 ~I,i 1 !JP:- ~ 1. ... ~o·. 

61 Ih1.d .. , f." 116 f .. -
S21t4s1. it 1> .. 1169 If 

$;, 1,t.lu: " '110 . ..... '..J .. , P<l.t..;.. .. 

64 J;~t,g .. , P1);' l17()··l71 .. 

6v Wrttn~01.s ... PoncGt, p __ llG .. 
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11J.lSre is (:v:i.dwn~e .5n.(),l:lJ.lb: thH~ the £.ap.ll.r-os(\em~nt. f;a.t~ 

ne,,>i'(~:t popular in. ('tartam ('i·ttarte~~ p thar~ 1..13 ev1d!tnlG~ $i too, 

tb::l t Uitler was quite illEi1nCtll"~ in hi$ Vi'ot$$tat1(}n~ ·of' 

ea.neful1.ntent1(Jns. to~~':a;r(l P"Oltdld. 

Jlany lnembel'> '~ oj'" t.tu;: 1:ia: tional 8otd>all,~ t Party Wel"o at 

<P1rst QPp~ae:d tofJhe t§Ap.rq21.1~~llJr.. The ,}"'Wll!'iJli' Clslaij';!$.ted 

!!lijrmann Rt'lu.sebtl.1ng to i"lN1J;t@ it clel(.tX' to tb013 the tttH3 fl<>n ... 

a·iH.p."~El$1on pact ''''tall ~~erGl1 t-et;ap-o;rary m~:a$ure lfl1l1.on would 

be;; torn up lihel). GlH'1!4E:,ny Vtf&.S st.rong ~u%augb to reaeptu!Ve the 

t~,.:tUtH\1a&. d1~tl",1ots of Palend w1tht1Ut f@al~ o,{' ~jeH.~t~';l'n int;;.),r .... 

ventlonll R~uaennilli(i wh~;n \~ritln~ ot' t his, ~irtat0d that h$ 

had then ov.."IflS tel elf ~cj Hi tl &1:' 1$ .:r~'tnat'k no ,mQr~ tb~n ~1 r-~a3 ~ur'4 

t.lnt~a tot-illj ?a';rt:y # ~nd tbatht1 ha<1I:)(iI<liev &rt t'tli« F'i:ih~~l" 

eow.d b~ inf'lttenelfBd, wwarda rtiod~:vat{$ p'olloy of po11t1cal 
e6 

and acorlawie pen.cpt~att1()n of' j!s.3tal"'n ~o'r.$..Rau1H.thn~1 

reported t() l!itl~r tha.t t'he Pol!~s wel'~ d.r~am1ngof· tr(;~-

~ ,i;)t~.J)lisbl:n6 the old, f{lul tl....national t\'l:ngdo~ of P016lt1d iI 

111 tle:r 1"6111isd that he would n~;ver tQlitra:t,.e ttU:it. aM 

Qno~ .eJ0t"'& e,tated th~t he needed P<lland i.1.B a fl"ie:nd only 
67 

$0 long a,s Cte'f'many ilias nl~n·aeed in the Wiest . His policy" 

~B,1d tbrm Ch~no@ll;o::r j entiiiled the ul t1nlat~ ilnnexattQn."~o~,' 

ittBtrta, bohem.l-3 $ M'Oravia and. Wej;rtel"i~ P()iand, and atter 

·66 Seo RgU~Cmlin.~!l p _ 11~j for ·ttl-€! ~lJb~tanoe: Df this, 
ma. t«:)'rla.l. 

·en ,b,\!., ');0 11' !Ill j' \lif ... 



71 

the realization of that; p~o~l# al1.1 f:~iJ(t with the rtllt.nant 

of Polan(J ., ;;~nd wlththe ba. lt.ic statfl~, Hung ~'.ry ani:! th~ 
88 

Balkans .. Monthr. 1 ,;;.tel" .• itt l~o\fl:-;mber Qf 1934, Li~l~ld. told. 

Ll .. !l!baC5:Jt!dor 110dd ~ Un! ted 0ta te~ ;.\resent~tlVt1 in B~rl1ni 

th(3.t Poll!lnd c ;.in~1del"ed t~h .)1': J i.;,\nUill·Y ~36 a ·tetrpo:r9.1"Y 

tbinlil t s'inca C(;n'mo.ny {lol1ey inoluded th ;:, h.lln~xat1otl of" 

A\Ult1'1~,?s :'1.nd Czet'::!rvJsl re .... ru'lriex.atlon o'f ;)art 

of A1IDit~9:-tol'r~in~. 

, .• slJurnirtg th~c bot..h R~'Uf.H~ . .hn1ng ~nd r;...o dt~ were inf'ol"mQd 

z.'\nf~ tl"uthful !"ep()l"t~l'g, ever;.nta £aftHl'" 1934 can Gnly bet-noM 

t ( I'l1'reted fi':' further ;Erv1rH;l~lCt'3 of Hitlvr t ~ rerft(~y ~;,l1d of 

t.110 c·jnf1denc8 01' tili$ ~"ol is:tl lea{lEjl~sh1p in it~ d 1plQ:tl'U'tt:1 c 

g!&olus .'·· For,. nt'ter e ,p~rlod £luring wl:l.1ub. Poland Nce:mad 

un$a.~y in ,\::1el"'stal1{1!lli,i tvi~h the ~I'h1:r;'1 He iah, -the two 

p<>W~1"S t'/mbark$'sd upon all UMa tUl'a, l partn€lra-h1p in a gl'BS'" 

slon. 

68 RtJI.U .. 115. 
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CHA~~Tltfl BI:\\. 

T.ha X1:~fU'&1 t::.t P~· t.;p<·'rlxt.i')n~ 19';;·4-1~l5~ 

J.do,li' ,Hi tlel'1' ~ 1\').~dl.~i'1,j.1l$1ng nls !':,}111tt.n~Y' ~~biefi~;&lM on 

;..~~ ·v .. ::mbel" '2 ..,.mm~c1I~ed t.!1t:: eon sld0r&tio:cls 'Nh1~h ba ~'t 

guida(,i him in thd (!0~l':iUCt ~.:r t...!'V? Ft~1\3h.s fC>];'>1i~n !"elHt1oo$ 

in the pl2r1od 19';;3-1.:.,38, $.ay1n~ s 

I ht;JJ' 
'uitb 

in 'ch.-, 

;;01· tJOl~;:) thl;n U:r€:G· 'Y$(J. .t'i$ (d't~t' .1anuut'j" za j 1934, th~ 

.ornroent of tlw '!.'h lr:.! Y-:eieh -:'1t1$ oc(ru},ie6. wi ttl. the 

1"~Ol·g .. ~':liz~~t1Qn \)i' Ct'/i.~~~:.ny, th0 rt;le4:la~ 1)1" tt\~ Ro1uh frotlJ 

many {)i it nto::: 1'11;,\0, tion~:d. ties j -md. !"i!'bttil.dl.ni ~.;), grm.:'l-

untl'\ of the {}o'lmtl\1 ~ Not. 'until the l?l.1·jdlf.J of 1951 (11d 

tbt:) ,mill t~1"il tHd'o i.n ,fl.su( __ rt..t.n~~ tiv:.t (}'6I''fW:H1Y no 

lon~(:l· had Z1 til Okl .I' l.y in 1936 

Wh3 fiitl.3II" ~) u:t~d~rt~. e! ri;;iv~ntUl:'~HJ b~yond thf.i tl"on ... 
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tlers of thG:': H~3i0h.. !)1.u-ing the'~e y€'a.l~~ of r:·l"t!:f)::'1~Flt1f.)n 

N&4.i fOl'ftif..ll l~~' ';~ t10tlS ¥~"{~l"e ~a:t~ttC ted ,!? t kr '\!>{"'''~ ,,~. '" t'r.·,e .... v .. ~ .y,.-MA.a t .. 'po .. 

tcntial l"OI!'g tlf G.)X'Hk~ny' frOfU lA.tl.tu:.~{.d.~ a nl·t:~\l"';Hlt..l V~ 

a t~t.r.:tck.. In ~lUl·$\.u;l.nc<.J of thlzs fm i tfz0 n~;;m .... agt:l·a$t;.;ion 

ptict wi ttl Poland har1 bef~n n~'}I:';~t;ie.>, tfid th,)"t t;tH~ ih!ilelJ 18 

eXi)OSCU E;ast~l"n flank l~ietlt be c()ve1:'ec..fl By .Jar"u.;;J.ry .. 1~254.~ 

G¢rm~l'lY h.ad j,n(1e1.:'\(l, St~c(:?(:;;de:d frot,1J the Le~.g;'Ut:l ana dfSlnr.)uncod 

ttlf: rJtsln'mf.l.mi:mt, C0nrfn;~t1C\&.s ~a'1(;, ht~C begun ;:m 1 ts raal'U!O' ... 

'~ent progr·!llU ~ But G,;;:r.mauy rmd yet a long way to ~o 'bef'o!'t'il 

hCH"figIlt fOl" 1IQflu~;..lityi! could be 1"ag,f.u~d~d ~us 'l').Ol'l,. betorr~ 

shtt ... '~otd'i on(~u more be u tl"'Ul.y :&!~e::"4t !tlili t1il.:tjr p.ower. 

ncordingly J the un~~l,i~Y (\,i))!lJJdll fr1.eu<hth1p ",,1 th ?ol~i.ncl w~.t£ 

c hrefulJ.Y nu~·tur!~J aft~H,' lO2i4J th ourl'Bhit~ tl.o~"}ared into 

nothing aldil.roachlng a. f·part:rM:.frt:~hlpil fOl' 3ev~ral Y6nrs. 

The V~~lJlarRtion of J'3l'lu:&.:ry ~!6» 1934; har: 'f;,res.tly €In ... 

ha.naed Pollah p.l'{-1.:itigu; &J.most at oncs '~ ;,;"r~a~ be{;:;rl to 

str:1kttJ an ar;(·og&t.lt il t ·t.ltude to\'.li;lr d i-rallCr;::" 'l'h1~ was to. 

;H::U't d 6i-l' :' "rut}) g:ro~"1.ng ?\Jll~rl leclt ttl' e;;}nfl~'?ncf.! in 

. rfr8~ce, ;,j.na in part rrum PoliBu fear:; of ttl~ t;oviet Un1o'n 

War'.'!A .. ?i ~ e doubts c0!lcernin~~ Fri:;ueh vol1cy tla te. f'.t~Ol!t no 

lat~r t.h'(\Q Dal~Hi.ler' f$ fb.11Ur!~ to J..nf;:)Y~ the PolG!j. of the 
2 

'Foul." .... Powet· Pact rh}~ot1a t.ion$.. l1ul'!'sian ,;}.drrds.:d,on t;,:~ tb.'" 

~.1ague ot' ~rat!onB had !Oet \'t1tb r:H,!)f.iilV01~ :in 'Narsi).l{J ~\t 

leaeJt 'One wr'! tor $ .. 1.£'1 .in 13~oJ1:t!1 l"t'uUnci,'ltiotl ot· th~ Le&gUf! 

<:"I 
JJ Ss\;':! abo\'rGi, !)~ .. e4-Sl)~ 
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~~ 
~y$te'i1~ ot m:bwri't1ei$prQt\ft~t1Qu tlH.I f'ear tha'~.J fj,t \;en~'" 

"1&, RUS>J11!t ~;&1!tht fisk ,;;JIDca't'ras ;J ifl~ que~Hd,Qri:$ l:Qli;;it1 v€:' 'to 
~.t 

its ru:i:nori t;r in PolI~~:.1" 

i¥hi.l~ .Polish 00ll f ideno~ill Gerll!uny \1!/~;i- by ,fl'.,) !lHf!.t.1~ 

~ t · .~ . ~, " t" .. • . ....., {!fc.mJpJ..c '~ or U!l:w.av;(')"l.·~ng i:h t(-:L' ne tugtLr.ng 01 '",t::e nO!~ .... t;j,;g~~i\.1{;;'t.j ... 

5ion pnc.t, tlle ge:n~I'al drawing,...toge Cil131' of t"nft t 'i'!O ptn"'~'H"i$ 

g.ained mamEllrtuID Gel:"m~,.\U need 01' ?&lish t:r/1el)tt~nl~~ {'Hlti-

t intH~d" .stnd th 0 l·ea.p.p~)-;: !·B.:n(;l:;S Qt' 1"iui3s1$\. u :f,'on, tbe ~t-&g~it Qt 

lJlt'i'3:rl',la't.1on&.l pol1t,1c-s tog~~thvr w1th t.h~ ,F;r~nol~ .p-011¢W Qt 

courting tll(£: t.lJ'ai!llb.l dlat<i&,te<~ t:h,,~ '{;. U)(.!: Polish ,9(;}llc:y of!' 

\iht:~lane~n reqt~.i:r~d ['1 U$!."liHU1 Ol~1~t1t.a t1~n. 

Artel~ t h'9 t!Sllu';'~3 oi' 'tl).i'J ~!)i$U~11t&l1'1€tnt Conf'~~l'!;nl(Hfl' ~,n 

J " .'1 ""-']<> ii, ~2 ~ . .• , .;1): ... t):. ' ;'4 ',"' ,",'1°, ,\" .,¥\, ',;- Y>~ ," t, l-.~ , .. ""h. 11 ~ ~- u'"", ~· IJ,ne. ,J.l:;f,:h", 1.'Il.... ."",\}'U,,,l. ... ...,.b. ... "llvM 8J.1a .. ¥104+iit!l;.il J,3", U'Gve, _ .... &~.h>t,!l-p,. 

JHJ11cy ox'" J3r.:LandlUv,:i th~ U4-'1c€lrtain ~',131icy (Jf C,t~l&f.tiel! .. 

In coopal:'f-l, 'tiotl 'ld t11 So'Vieu~'orf.i 1~tr..i: COmJ:(iibSltX" 1.1 t!if1tJ.ot $ 

·l:1'lh'thtl'it,a at:t~nn)t0d to l"~ll';:'$ fUl ·. ffEf.$tO:t"iJl t<HHlrno ft wh1etl 
' 5 

~"'O' n l.,\ ,"",.. \"~,,;: ". ~.,."t,,)·! Pc" "l "' ''''' ''1 ",,,,,A r' .~ "."""f,""'"'tJ' 1.~1' l' £!'nt'! "",l".i ,~i' (l 
'J ,l;o.i .. ".. .. u<{.v ,p,..~-1Wi~ i~'\..J. - ~:j _ 'i""'M~.i! ~.;?,i..i1 ! ~ ,,$~ .. ~ tJii.~'l~·li<" .. ~ - . • 7~'f....4~~~, !.A hl?- .... 

trusting Fl"etlah In't,';dilltlons, and be11IDill!lg thet.:t; rTuUQB 

t~lm~d ti.t l;e$Ij ing Pol ,~).nd in t't ,$ubsid,1ax'y position find tat 

ij Stijt) 0610\1', p. 84 • 

'\l; El1~ab$th 111$1'td$atm,!:~iDlo!a~ ."'..9. li.:;)J;. , (New ~:-ol"1-t, 
{/xfol'd, Univl?J.1.$lt,)7 ? reJH1; lB40}, p. UdO. 

-5 John 
{N6W York 
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suoor;.tina. t,1ng £~()ltli~b 1ntere~rt~, i.:;J:) t.b\)s;::; (j·f Fran{n$~!Ii b,*tlkliliJ 
(i; 

2. t th(;3 i det. " t\CClOl'dJ!1g1;f 11 whi.lG B$u.~ Cht.HJ fonnd, the .(:. 1~1lI;,'J$'" 

pheI·€'~ t'?i t}':lnly 1n bc:til , ?r(itgu<~~ {,lind $ u.ehHI'';H"Y;t!" h$ '!"Cl\U1d f:,tJ'Ct 
t: 

t~ atlything bTl t ':h. I~rm .. • f Iii'l;lftl', :,}i·~Qu.rStZ; l'·t~fUSel\.1 to (lvn-

~;.ldel· the Ba:rthQ~l P)"ind i ';'/bi~h. uotU;.i o.nly h;;pt/~ thr e<ci;tf?i'n~d 
8 

td,,$ d.e($:igI~s on Jj~flst~l"n, ;4:\.u·o~·'e ", Tbl :i3 y;;t\!;; t1"\(:;, fll"f2i't ,trl.:ajo.r 

instanoe o,f ';''011511 oOOP~l' ;t.lti(m ~I l th Hi r.lG:!".i l;;,!t it 1;$ tOQ 

far l"En&OVfld by tift6- and evtn:rts frcro the: l e:t tel' r.H~ll(ilbQr{t-

t,i()n b{rt~een the< tno r.o~'{~;tt:f.1 t(J l'~vrau~nt M i.nsta~~ofJ of 

Polish aggr£}~flion.. aOVi~Vr.1!" , the untoI'tulill.rt.$ t-€'sult. w~ s 

t t.l' t, 1 .... t.he; '1 " .. rt !l:· '""H..... tI l) *'l q, " "1""''0'1;<» \" ..... "".'-,1 ~~d ' ""'''' ~''Vt, +I!",.:, t <. v,....... '.'iO- ,.,.·v~,,~ ,,. ........ , .Q,_ 'i;I. \; - ~ .... U '9 t'''' v..t .J"~ ,, '" -i,' "","" u U\u 

f p.1.1Ul"e oi~ the Ba.!" t;hoU Pl.an ~ ~ 

<tlu'(,)ughou t; 19~~4 1I1tl.};r' [Hdi d a.1Stbor~.'teli!, uf;; r"11ce to. 
, ~ 

... . ( "' • . <{ .. 4 ' 1 ~ '. '"" '1' ~M ,,- J 'II" ~"~ ""n""" ~ '11 ' ... 4 u J.S £ .:r~~nu,tm p y;, ... {;1.1 -t o ~"'41),:..~ va;ll ~1,nu<1L?"; ,J'l'., J,!ii1! )t'>, h1:P$·~4 

. / 
repcrt(l<i to C-ol,.m~l D,~ok t h i1;t:t WI..f.} Chano~liel' Jii ri\'~.levi\i! 'Sl', 

t'CH'm~ZHJ 'part1cu1i~:l'ro$nt <~ol'd1a~lx. 1 f itt.l'pOl",.t&f~\!f) d:u rt:i.1ipl·Och~-
10 

IDf;)'ut, entro l~~g ":hH~X rw.tione", r. ~ JnniJ;,~,ty 31 C'Qunt Sl";~~t-

6 7~11f3elfj,1"· ... l3~lctl~, J1.. )~~e6. 

"I AllfiNl. F. r Ctn cC-i:w-1>on. c .. ,a t,. ~.: F4.:!;.~JN'! . . :t~~a .•.. 1;'-!j,,_.M~nH)!~;li p-t. 
:x lr.J:.nc:;Q. ,f~~~~.~sP=fk~r. ,!P. l~f:1l"J:Iii~ ~'-J.,\l1'Y .. lt 'tr .. J~.<;)Q,ue~ 
'*",tl. I, ·t <;;,,,.,..,, {~T.',"., V',~ "",,-... 111,(; "' ''' '''''' ' 'l' 1> ~n~"~"', .'\ .• ":'1 r .... ·"" 'f" "".'A". 't 'r.~.,t,l'l, '>~ ~!.. .... v..t .. o.w ..,':Jj. .Al ~;r.1'1f .J,..~~~JI. .ll ~I&j.. v "!~.:V' oi/o •• .a. ";'-i.~-.:;;;;' ~,- "" ... ~,Ut'J/~~"~" ~~r··u;.Q ,.,.,. 

l Q,". 
.. ""'~J1 

6 IbJ,r! " l Se . .t.,...~otI', A~I , . " 

No:rmM H. B~'~l~fJ.. eli . :l}:l~ :;ilHl5t~b~5 ~L. f_ A;<rt~f Rt.··· tl ~~r ~ ~ - :!t .::5!. ' '"""w'ty6 f . __ .... . ~ 4.-~'$'t· . fa. w. ' UJ'a;.t , _~" ... 

'V"' '''<I' ") . ;t (.J'}>;) ... ~H.lill.~.t t 1l.,j.-~'~. {'1..... rl" "" '\ 1"'.' ''' . '1.~.'''' .... .al. ·,."t .. J." '.".-. 'lot' !:.:. ~."- .... r,~.t. ' .:kd;. '1:\t~t~~.¢tf".L~ "',' - ~ , ~ , ~V~' $' ~ ::;.;,1, '&: . .... ,~i ~,;r14i""' .. 2-~ . . ;"'1~', ,~ ·l,'·.(iI 

1· !i:t1imt?~tl'V.'6 ~~gt:s ~ .. :3 vol~~ Lc.' ll. (!onQ OxfO.]'i·rj ~ 'Un1ver;;:;ltv' 
- . '{' . ' S ' yb ' ...... ' , ,., 

D~."'~· ·o 1\~1l '.~ ) '1'1 l1itl.l . l'~ ;(l '''\ " l' 1(''''1' {'1. '\:) ~"" ... i;liiii;} ' ... ";;P ... · I) ... " ·U""j, .,.,vVj, i3 .- ,r.tI""" 

10 1'1."",-., l</'~Ol " , .lJl..,2, It"' !h · ",.. .. 
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~.~,. h ' k'-'J' of ';'l< r'nl "'! "': .,; ...... 2 .... :1 .... '\ .;"""~ :,:,).... .....' " .• ~~ ~- \wi 
" '" ChI', W~l .;t\ tol',1 by {i- ;:.,;rS.D.ti! 

'tho!; G0nepal "Ion [id:llOlch~t· .. ~pOl1 tUt'ning OV0i" tht;; r..:~in15 

II 

o f p<:1wer to Hi tlel' ~ f'1a(:i fh~f~6ei~ t~::d to thi1it fll1:~.r-et' <::l,n cnt':i:nts 

"'"it,h ... ~."., ... ".""r., ~~,.d ' (~"I;\.t.t,. ~ '·}4~i!"'~J~ ... " y,a.,·,,1'im.d n ~~""\A 1C"" 
~. .....:;- J." ... ~lt ,SOVV u.';'¥ "'~" i.'.1OCw,if~ _:.w~"4i"''''' 44 ..... ~ ... ~ ~ y" .... 4~ ... " 'too H ;V\o4'~\-~ .aw. G. 

1.,1... 
!fHH"I,.O (\:;;'1.$ (jBg .:;'l '!l1;t111 .:~fi.~tl<i~n"il .. ~~.,.,k~)'},'''l~~ 'r~1.'. ~'; !!'l1!"\:~7 Hfp, •• 1' 

.:. .j;], vu", .. iJI. ¥~..s~>. :jo" ...... ito.~" ... 'fo,"",,~A 

1~oa~E,i;lrlSLna6H1 to i}ral':'t.nd during ths last [}..uf o f 1.93/~ :anti 

i n the 9n..rly wt~e!:i:s or IB35 h5iid be.;;n 1tl I,s.rt lntcnded tQ 

.,.J ... ".'., ;, ...... ." :~' ;"'O P:"'·l""'~' 1""'-;> U~tl." ;· 'I ~ !.r-'&..¥'J"'-~ ~"'" ¥ .l_'...;;; .. 'J U'W' ............. I;h+ "_ _ .... bald ~t<S;l)" 

On rJ:;ll"Cn 16 f .1963 JI' tkt(.'!I. GEJl'r.1ZHl {50~itel"'" aml-Ounc.,!;j 

thE} introdtH~t,i~n. or' mili t~~!·;; QO'm'H'Jl .. :t,i ·tion for all Ujill~s o lle r 

""":~nty ·;)I tlb. l"·~ of Ng-e OJ In titl.S pl."f;}ul utJ.ati vn ';:i.rJ,Uouliolr ~(.)n .... 

"c::ld.pt1on Bltlel' mt>,l~ Jir'~clul 'J.·B.rdr~:fl J. Q til~ pU -l3 t til 
l·~ ... ..:. 

?olfJnd. us evld.ltflCe oi' hi::. gOO'). i1'ltt)ntl{~n ..... A ft·,!? ih.YB 

~ilftu1" this ul(!l;l.i·'011 of th,,~ VfJr~)i.%:111e~ ~'fl1'tH.l.ty 

Hitlell' l"1:.1,fe-l"rad t() nn.otn'tll" [jtn."tlon. (, i~ tb~d:, 

J,ortlcll ,{h,l eb he htHi Oil. mnny -ttouu~d.on8 'm1;it1~tl.tna... In 

~Hl .1rrt~.Jrv 1. ow tb (j,. 'tf~J.:l" d. 'tjri ce ~ Brlt1~b f~~·$m{l..n:; tl'l 

" l·'unt'~l.· £/tli;;U 

'1<!1~ Q.;n"Wdl.A:l G.:lv(;'l'1''iliiti:nt. 1~ (mitt) clanl' t..'1!J.t 
·""t"' ~"'itd(" ..... ,.yP ,"hq t t.~ .. >n " .... • .. t .. ~·~ ... 'l 111'" """"" 1"-4 .,."""", "'¥,'" .i.'iI,J: 't ~.Jf,."JU l .... ,",'~,fo~. v..;;.,..4.:.......,""' .il"""l:.,. ...... ·o,&. . ~ ... l,;,.7,;,j¥ , v. ··..,.tOz.-~ '\...:i~ 

1zltel't1.s.t,lo:nnl tl·1iJ7.r~ .. t 1us (~i..n nev.eX·be£fff~;Hl :twad hy 
unilii"t~l'~l i'il~;.::..t;u,:u<!>e~o 13 . 

1 ~$ B&'Y1lS .5:1 

1~ llti.<t.... 1'1.. l£l B. 



'Tnsthe t' or n(,t .P.Olu~l;! ·N}JD i",;:~~ll;i l .. et1.~; f.n!<r~~~" by Ci~l".tiliHl'y' 

t. t...~ · "'''1 .. OJ ·to'-1» .j'l "' ...• ,\)~ ~"<'«'~ "(~ ... .. 'i .• >t #· .. 1,' .~ . ;~~ <l-"~ ' (J.Dl},·).H .. ..t.u. J ;n() J...h ~:; ... \i~~:;:,I~ 1 !/X' ... .J. b .!.;yv~", U.I.</ ."'.I:); ... "'~.,&.'-~ ~.,;;'h.'U 'i/lL. 

1~1 

d{6;hlpl te t.be Pac t or 1934: h)l~:md W~J,S un13a~"1, and 't1rylng tl) 

,ti}t ,n.lon~ <:';1 \.h b:)th (J"0;r,(M~ny ~u~, RUSi;; 16 in orri~l"" t ·::; avoid 
14 

"t tt~~ck i'rOl'l1 ~:t t,h.i~..r' qU~l~t~JI." 
.5i 

e,v~n!s!n 1·f.l[l.k"tint1<.J, strong ij;l GB.t'!1'I~ny I d~,~-

" :pi te tb~ Jfuhl'i~t" Vl'"vli11aii!.£ not. to ~eek Etn dlto:r~~'t1.on tlt 

~.ront1Hl·S by un~1~t;nl·'1i.l rne~t~Ul·~:Hh EUtl&lQ il- ~pe~Cb ¢1.t tho:::! 

f~-roll Opera R(.:l"tHU,i}J; on May :?l, 103£)$ eQntu1nez~i only alig1".tly 

-vcil-ad b ints gt ~.'!mtJ.1. t.!.on.: tOo ;:.:nt1EJ\5\t L1 thUi'i.nl~l an.d. ;\All$tt'"!~ •• 

'1"0 196 on Go,rin.1i \li'a..~ ant,rusted b)l U. tl~r ,' 1 tb 'tilfJ 

"'e:; l ••• 

t;s.sk t:)f lmproving r<iJj.~tt.1~,,;ns \,ir...b Pol$nd, Mill t1!AfJinstrue;1te,":'! 

to pls.y nn th(.:t th~t.;e tl:.t.H. ·\i i}~ri.1Hi!,n ~~·s troi.'!S Pol1R.nd 

"';:~ a b r1.f.'11.' b!f;twe:8n lt~el:f' '-~-rj/~ ~~ ".,. i'C'!'.l,,. (kt;li i r, h f5 g 1.nn1n it 

ill 1-9:55, f.11tli:t' laiC. strl\'t,s8 on findll.if1 l.'Il)lut:h')ul'l t~J th& r.roo-

li'l'~l~ Of!)':',lUt.1g atl(t th~ ()::rf't'icior; hB ui~c tb,ought th£;;,t the 

t1' ..... . :.. ""","'\'1,-1 t!').".... '''rt~~n !.~·.""1 ... "".:~ '.r · ... 'l' , ;w.".\'~ ..,."' 1( .... a. ... .;,t "I..,.... tT.:\..a~,! • V ;o,.>:pt~\oJ, .~ . \I~ ., u retl"OG~:;:h" 

si.'Jn or('!~l"'t.abl a1"~tr.i9 W Gi:ft"ltii:~~ in r(~tu:rn t'tJr c 
16 

els{'wber€L" ~ ~. 
~.ool. '" J: avo 

&111ance jI b[:.~~r.i on fir.! t 
1? 

in Cent:i'fll .Et.trO 'N~" 

l~ lJ;!1",;? . • < ) ~Q U.{.G",., i,:. ~";I.:Q •. 

;~ epQv: ".:) h hn ':'.J.'l,:.;lif§b 

~m.1'.:.1on of (Jer~,k.ln l'ir'ir~is1on 

Mill'tha r~~16. if tldS .. .{1YIJ?.~!9Ji;,i,Q.1.: 
IntI'Dd.u\'.!'tlon by c:li-;i!~s 1i ll 
, r:li"dC~ tilld Company) H141), 

16 Intt)rn~;.t1on.;!1 l!ilitt~r1 11'1b'.l!1::..ljl l!~ 609~ 

ly 

1:"' .. 



~t8 

1~uri11ff tile OOUl:'&e of the l~~,d' 1;;;;55 Polt::.t'l/i "';a~ i~u:r-

'thfo~:r ~~tl.· 3.1[1~;~'d fr-01X1 11'r,?\.nc~~ ty a~.1trong s.onSe of 61$11 ... 

lu.:H.otlm6ut in 14 ... .t'ofich 1)011oOY. Polul1d ' l:i Oi:'ll'ln::.n o:r1¥gnt~1 -

tlon W(W gt'4.;I.atly 3trl;:nlgthen~1 J.!l Sile~ of that Y\~\.t:r, ''itH:~) 

tht~ if';rant;!o .... C;.;e(:h ... rfUtiil,..:;na.J.,,:u",~U}(;~ :;""l{\~ {}(J!iclUdiJKL 'I hls 

.;alliance :turn!sh$u the Gz.-':rru&n p'.l;'o.f.i~i(gd.ndu maehinO:;I with ~i:n 
18 

OPl)ertuni t1 to rs£q, !.'1Bib' t.FH·V~S t~ in Poliltn<i Hi tliu-- told 
11 

Lipski j o·n .Mr~y 212, th(:1. t ,;,:hiJ..e G~l'l)JHvny i'd~ecl n~$ri~-rl litSl.H§.!1_@.-

t f i'lJJg) $he n€h;5d",~d l~;> .. " e&;'p-!1c(!~ que 1 1:1. Polcg.tlQ: ne 
19 

, " 
PO:!l i~ e'o w pau 

e t nf:'l pu~t dcntttu· '" :r Tbr,~~ GOl';r'i'-:'\<:Il":1 St1id. hi tlt:l:!;- (")1l1 't.nt,!} 

Clccc'Hd.on:; :t'-ej1l"o:!',sCht"f:'JQ L\, rn;·ob.l>T~<m 'ryh i¢h Would OIl€' di..'l.y ,;,\I1{i'tit 
20 

o f H '!,)Qtacctul }It-ilution .. 

In July J 1:035,. ('"'ol~nl{tl Bee,}t hitnfn-;lf vls1t~d Bf.H~lin, 

wh,Ol' fz bl:: held tt i,wt:rV'$l"s,ertlon with the F"'\lhl~~r' in !.H~Ht'l.t-

wosJJ.hel'f";j ot £ri',l,nltllaS$. tl whidh r-ev~al.i3d. tUl 4;,~~t'l;nsl?e af~ ~'e-e-f"" 
'l~aJ, 

(!ll;;!iut 1n the:: points 'Of view or the tl'\'O le<ldG!'5 .. Hitla~ 

Vl!'el~ onchl ml:.)l1'~ following his Chftt"acte:ristio tHCt!t!:: ~ lo;,';'ly 

and carefully .. vve~ of it" pG:eloc. of ll}l:>nths,ha wagGO.fi 

!",ub tle o.anli)~d.gn to l''e!a'dJUl''B i)olimd j for the 7hll?d Heich 

W~B p~,ann1xli: ~.riotba:r · s.o,ttl,.i ~d~1ch WOl.l~d, reqt'JJ.r~ p·o11sh 

inaet.J. vi ty., 

18 Wi jk~m~Ull1~ po .. l80 . 

l ·~ l:'i ,.:'fIri '''' ... l' l' 19 A ~ w~ I,-l:v;..' , _, ~ , . ..... -,.;:; • 

'·'0 ~' •. i' ~ l >{")~ t\ .... " .'l~) (h, 'P " ","'h . .,. 

''''1 le. 1 .. . .0 .. !i,1rm1er i r)11J1Q~f4~>d~.ie P;r'tl~~::~j ;\g,3,~ .... ~ i~S.!t (London, 
Vfi- ...... 111~ ~1 .,,,,,.{ i"/"o 'I' t··~'1 "t ,),,j .tl .... '';In Jjl -:t::i ~' ",.w. _ - t'''''''fi' •· .... .L,o}~1-_J,I.;;;fU • $ r.tJ u .; ~, o""<.t,O , li/ • 'f;u~~ a 
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In prerf;~;t'atlon for hi%} n~xt move Hi tler al~G uu.:ie1t' ..... 

took ,maagures ca.1Qula ts(l to ctllwin.c~ th~!i t"(1st Qt~ E1U'OP$ 

of h.is l'€'w.sona blenes:s,. '1'yr ieal of hi!~ sreeeh@:5 in the 

IHttel' oHlf ot" leci!) V'.~0iS I:Ht ~dt!,(;5l?l tH~ g ;!l. 'Vit ' t0thf~ N,a~i 

r~l~'>.t·'" .·.·)nt.v ... ""'~ r:., "'it 'ltl·" . ··· ''''''''I·b<ll''~li''' ,,, ... j;i~> , . t~,,""'h"''''' I" 1 "h ·" .. "h", rl'~W,t.. :s ~\ "er-4 "~ 4~~ <" ,I.. . • l"t .... .s. \;;"'~. '\\;; J.~9 \. .... J:.a. \";G' .;I- vc.tu"l;Z4 . ., t4+ l"l.'A-4 I:,'~ 

sa.id ; 

N;,;;, tiGn£ll S~)t}in.lism OdS no ~g1ip."i\'IEH!)j:Vili ill'" 
tBotl<;:}n$) a~.~in$t any EU1"o~lefin ltation... On tin.! 
coo 1a,"a ry iI ~ve ;;~ rt) COllvillcetl that thB m~tl()rt~ 
01' ff.urope must: cont:a'ltl0 tn~:h," d'H.~, r!ilct~f'n"lst,1e 
Ils.ti-onal ~xlstenee J a::, etaated by trfv.:ll tlon:t 
ll~ ... tl"\""t:r ,:,'n' r! !>'Ot"O"~O""\f~ 1i' 1':"''''1' j'i'!< .",.",,'fI.r:> ''' <" J' 1.,.a...;g V '''' ,rJ \).,. .. 40. . • \ '~ "'.,. . ~i W!!I' if' i{.;, ... ~,.' o:r. ... , " 'U""'W';'. ~~ ,_~",; ."."1/, 

wr.ol~:; 'f:ill be cif.;\stroyef1. 22 

1906 fOUt~d i!:Urope both we-aL ... and (Uvid~Jd. It 1~ w ~111 

known tnt,\. t f.\ t t~he1 t timf;; there }t'as O(}l. tiler a st:!"'Gn& $,~.fjoci -

6t1on 1)f' pow~rs that oould $'toI' Hltl~rts .f'ol"w1ird mat'{~h~ 

nor 11 stro~ n .nt,l,cm th <::.t would do SO.. OIl Ne'i~' Yef.l!"'S Dt:;.¥ 

t\dolf. Hi tlfJI' !il.nnoml0~d az his ull!i £'01" the 11 alFl'ning ye~;ir 

tll@ '91<oteoti<.:J.l1 of Or£1rnuulY' s nl'fjr.Lisoovered. rut ti()l'~~l lit(;11 
8~i 

in. her :tor~1,gn r~lfit1011Si! Mi·tla,!' itlr;lie'<l t ,hA.".t German,y 
~~4 

would Si,H1k its r~Ju1fn8.l:"a\fm in oolonies . fl'oward th-& .@nd 

of February .. while SlH)akill€" y,·ttl) Bertl"atHl 'ie .Jouvenl1i.l of 

the P~J.1"1s lki. !6. i" U1tl~1' !i$a1d. th~l t et<!rl'nal enmit"" DBtwt.a>en , ... ~'+ -, ,J 

France and G~,n~wJ.ny WuS! absurd ~ f;\nr:j tbut the Germ,JJ.!l i.>ec)'!;,le 

U!loel"'st.o~)d t/his" ju~t, Bt$ tlu;,q hf~d, \m.{i~~rE 't;,~.)od .(1.n·:i t'ctlh'YWet! 

(')~ 
' ,/;;,:; 

23 Baynas, l!~ lEo? 

".> A Tbi'; l "')CI'''' 1« ..... ~ • ., p ~ ';"""~Ii 



eo 

h1tn into tt1!l1 It ~ " ~ l'Bconc1l.1"" ticn ini'inime-t!t :rlus dir {icile. 
~5 

1,· , .J l' ,~ . 1'" - -, 1 ... ,. ... 
iii r ;il COnCJ.. , -l ~~t .... Jn a~ '·h.i1.0mr,ign-~~, ;~tvea a l~oJ.-og:ne,:,." 

!In Y-arc.h ? , Qui to , y;i th':n,'l t ;iir;n.'r1ing, Gez·ma.n tl"OCl,:iS OH-

gan eutel'±fli ch8 demlJ..1.tLll~i zed Jfuio.aland" In a s .peach 'to 

" thf.! Rf;d.o:h~ t &,ft t on th8 t. d;).y ~ the ,Fuhl'er $r'(:Jke fn" the Po-

11sh COl'ridar (1.3 ,;,j\H3€! thL'1'1g GiU".m;"U1Y i:$ohQre<l, but, he f!\\.;r!ded, 
£6 

:1 t would b~ -impossible to tlitny Po l ,and aCC(.1l33 to the~ -B~a .. 

In thl~ very le.ne; spe{~oh Hi t1(;11' reaf f irmeu Ce:t"t'1rmy f $ 

v.i t.al need for !t¥i.b.,fjJ1Jl'"j~B! as I'G[:resentJ..ng t he tr'ue Gexbman 
27 

Yl'obl"2'm .. Aftec Blje~l{ina'; of }?r&t1IJ€ in cordi,ft~l ta:nt:;l$ ~ hltt 

t"flfu5e<1. t o eoo$idor n,ny I1oss.ib11ity of coopB'ratl<'')!l with 
~~8 

Russitji: . H1tl~:t' continued ~ !' r.:: ... lsirt3' 
29 

j. - ,'Sn t;;ff Ol·ta in 

bel.Hllf of pet;.t)e . H~ l~uded th~ Loc3.rrlc k)!~Ot 1 but cbt.?r2:e·!l 

thl'i.t the tt"i'e..nou.,·:t1usZ$ian &111&.1106 eon!-; t1 tut~d a lJn.il~~ t.ul'al 

viohl. tion of Loo4l.i."no ~ i~~.l>:nce; J> hf) $t1.id, hud. (,ll,med 't,rla Hus ..... 
30 

~ilH.n alliance at GeJ.t'm'j,uy. 

AfteF pr,:'pof31ng ~l net';' dE:l!Jilitflri.z~tl "-');n I-ff tt'}Et 11hlne .... 

lCil!ld, to be ,1\CC;c.Hllr;w4'11ed by t'rench:1.od }3t~lgian demil! t~-"r1,,,,, 

I:) "". 

-;..0 B~ynes, II", lz6~t" 

Ul 1'p1,,~t. I Pit 1 872. 

27 "thitl. f p~ • 1. 8"/ .. 1-l1 e Ii 
2Gb! 'P""~ L..!1 .. , Pl' ..... ~al ... ec~ 

"(a Ip:t: . . 0 . .. " pp .. 1183-85. 

30 Illig ... ,'j pp . ~28'7-ni?, .. 
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::;a.t:lon of ~r(1a;i) contiguous to (1o?many» Hi tle.c' $uggested 

3t'i taio t$ d It: .• l y might gutu·.;.;.n'tsi) t)!t)nty ... fivs year n::;n 

\(tggrusz;.;1ou p~~ct:s bGJtwe~n ;;}el"XlMll1 on the ortu hanl1 _ and 

Fl"anc(,~ . Belfiium ';ID', I>Jssibly the Nethe't'l~nds on the Othf)1' .. 

In t;haEa$t ILt th.;1' offHl"Bd ~;%1.ott; $11d.lar t ci tnf..'l Pol'.s 

"'act to thl? cotlntii<.::$ bcn;'dGrlng on Gere'tiJ'.ny.. Upon thl\il 

re!!;I;11zaition o:f th(;,sc a;tr:lS ", ;st. i 'l i!ltlar, Cfel·many \{ioul ·. 
1 

l'a- .f31.1ter the L·N.\g\k 

In ~e.t'h~ps the mos 1:, ~1f,nlf1e~t part' of this sj)l!Jeeh 

1-11 t Ier infor:ned tb~~ Rei t1hs t;..l1.€ thl.it the struggle for Ce:t ... 

man eq:ub.li ty halt be~n eon¢ludet! I an.:! tna t vB!'many be .. (1 l'lf~ 
111, 

tG)rri to:rial ol::llmG to' .pu-c .fo:l'w~l.l"'i in ls1.lroJ,:'I-e . In I'('.!a11 t,. 
Ge:r:man policy W?1.$ Ul.lout to t;J!n t,~r int.Q a new phGs 0. , directed 

at t.he full l1rt.eg;ratlon or t h e u1lMtt;tqb~ into thf,1 Ger$J.lfl 

Raj.ch. 

In so ¢i. S Get'man-?ol.i~h rela.t.1cns are eonoerned, 

1 t mf1.f be fJ a l d tll,~ .. t ttl fl ~nd urfea!, of t-he Rhln~lan(l OQJ2 

W(J.U to throw Polan d eV(ln d(H!lPQ1" l r t'tiQ GOJ'many t ··aorace .. 

Very early tn 1936 Jlran~Oi!l~POncet ned t'$turned from Pa-r1s 

to Bot"lln l':1.na. ~ in rEH~e of th<i~ French Go 9'errurH'Jnt; ij hall 

Mti t hat Fr~e~ woul·.:i mobilize in thf' (;.vent of a 

German it111 ta;ry !'.;e.Ya in the Hhlnalaoo. Fl"~ncb (}cncral 

Gamelin had tolds'Ub~tant;Utlly the same th1na tG General 

k1 in !,.on don dU:;:'lng the: pr vv1ou5 necemb-ar. While 

th~ ltcoloreri b00kst~ <-s 1"'e (~ntiI'ely 311Gnt un this i\'l.ffair .. 

~l Baynes,. II .. 1298-9 ..... 
• r']I "'bf ",' .'" 'iltOO . ~., P .. J:,.~ ' . 



S2 

:t'~l.t'bl~ se¢olldi;\l~Y $OlJJ}'~@ att:. tl!J~ th~ t on 1/~.t'ilh9 PQlt~nd 

ofilC:iul,. otf(.'red tc ~~s;'jit:d:; f'1"'Ml~9 if ?ur.is took ate~~8 

~~~Hins'C thl"l 1t}:iini.¥1~"lnd !'<t':imi11ta:d.;~at1~n~ Barltn. £lC(;-{,U7d .... 

ln$ tom1 . .') SQur\',!$ f knew; of tlH: Polish of'f0:r."" and Fl"ati.o~~ ~ $ 
5,;3 

f'e..i lu1"~ t,o !'ll.et lt~ft ;'tftJ. '.i}~aw in :~ . {h~·l.io;~tt€l poS!tiOtl<l 

Lip$k1 told. Dodd /t~n. M~:t'(!l1 12" 

V!#f}" 
we b&lV~ 
as lone 
1<"'rtUlc~ 
Ii'ranCI1; ~ 

<:~l· {~ y"iUl itt:' j~n{te· :it' i teo~~s t J!> }1~1~ , but. 
ifl t/.rtl~"!,t1 1l'ij, th (h~T'ilj(iny lJrh1()t'i .ii:.' v!:il.luL~ble 
;!'as; pe!lCtr:l pl"'m-'ifa.:U,~.. ("Jur t;rdl:.ty with 

& ~'t pl·~~Elrd$.rJ~@ ~Ltl (la~a Ot;·f''!]Jif.2J'ljr at tal!2!kS 
4 

1)tU'ing th~ ~"tnnE.itla~r ot 1936 b('~th th1l li'rf011~h f:.lt:;';;' th,~ G-elr"" 

l\'Jan~, wel'e bus.y w'QCt1ng the .?!;.')l(:;H~, t;'.lt tb,~ u');>enoh l.,ndeOllsiol'l 

in March t~l.cl t"'tU'th€H' ala:rmi$!l;J. Wtirs~:Ht I til.lld tJ-'!.1(;; .PQll::.:.11- Gf::rman 

{) r1~nt;;L 1;i.Qtl Q:()r~ tlnued ~ b'ldeHQ . .- th(;c Ra.roboU:411tiit ~fj.ir~al1'j:l!lnt 

Qf S~pt1;mbeX' I 19Ze. > whal~ebl I·' t~2'.uce 'Undr.2u:~tU-{'1k "1;;;;.) :make~. 

i1il1.11 't'a.ry lC)1;:lf1 to' ijja!,$~bW-, ret'la'.ll.!led llMo.tlo:teli by ~ar1$ ~w1n~ 

to (tf'/{~ri~~rr,cJ!.tsi~ t\ll.i$l! C¢OP6l!'a, t10n 'ui ttl rii#:rlin in 193' 
'-' 

~,nd 1938 .. 3~ 

It' 8Cl-<11h did ln f!i!.ct knuo;;' ot Ch~ Po11·sl'l cff'i}X" to 

ilt1<:t Frar!(H~ ill l'tH5ie;ti!.nCfl tl~' the f'i!1i1.nela.!'ld \};::tllfi", the Hl t-
~~. 

l~r GoVe1"nm-iilut ~-UV{; no QU t.'h'Ht'-tl x;.i~n of It.. Hitl~r had,fl(J~ 

t.n(;'l -t:i.roe b~ini:t 511~tle~d ttt~ l""!?visiQllit;> t ~entim$nt-~, f.iind hlM.! 

re:fuliiedtu t~lt~ urr.l'~n$(1: ¢"l, t, Poland t ~~ loyalty tc thfJ J<"1"6Ac.h 

~n.lim'le~~ In thfJ !'I,i .. lm of ~1no;ri ty ~tf~.1t"a, to~ " t!le l'mlrjjlil~ 

r emained ~p6'ii.t1&'nt ,\tu:r:tn~ tbtjS~ yF.JUJ!S of' J}rei)a~·a\t1on .. 

33 Wh~~lm"-<Be.tUlfi:' t t, p", ~H37 to 

3~~ n .... ",'" ",. 11:""1 ...d--V\,~'\...i, ,}:f* v~.! e 

35 Whe~le;r-£~)ru'l.~.:tt I p.. ZSf'/. 



all 

The f~u:;t tn'-\ttlV:.'i!"G 'i?SB B y,:i,l0 !livi'~l'~$-'ne~' in Vi€r~;t5 

()etTi'Uen utJralllny ~rtr.; ,~'bl<~n':i Wbi- t.ht"'.;lwn- into bold l"e11ef in 

1 ~l '7,!IY Wh h">"" e""o,. <"~- 1-"''''l'\'' ' 11'!- r·,,,-.;,,-~,,, .,,, ~;,.,._... 1""" \'- .t'I" t",oA +'-;11.·,< """1-... t, .... ~\..,f, ,,-f"",,#'A" 4·1 f .... ~ ... ~J...r,..:.(.· .. v .... ~Vlr ....... ""-'I>~~".'fJ ..... ; ... tr- .... ""J:.,,\4, -~.J, '\1';;';:4 -ACt ,,:." ,\t'.i.~ 

War$a~! :r-el£): t.i1 V{i! t;() t.t,-H~ ::1'4)bl-€mf" "(',Wl t \~ould })l'1'obf.lblyal"it,.., 

'Ii 1. tn thQ ox-p,1rathJrl. of tb~~ CQEiV'~~!lt1on ,of 19Hj~~ lrthl¢h tl~.Hj 

,,~. t,.l;bli?3he<:t "inoi." i 't16' ~r'~iiJ::~' for t~hQ 0J':l1"lUatl ,1nd ?-Olisb 

l'2: t;, ion 

BOt-W(HHl 193;l ~mJ: 19:.;"1 the- t;robleIT~ of thiil s'J1.nur:1 ti0", 

h·aJrec<bl ved ,ry 11 t tl.e of:f1el~~ dtt..antit)!ll 11k:.) thlil iClttler 

i-l"eut m:~itt¢.~t'S at l::1im.lc b~t¥-:;G$'t1 (jOl':mi~ny and liloll'lnd. it dld 

not b-eOOtl}0 i\-Ctitflt unt11196~.i\'~ 

'~·b.e Pol.1.!Jo (hu."l-l1mns ~ -v:fhc. n1\'j Il{:J V~V. {:1.1 tog~th6r 

... Ol!"(.il to ?\olf~nd j/ l'.lJ1::! ·j".tho 'thrOU2h~'"'- ;; YSUT'S <.)f the Wel.-

lW.l." ne;;n.lf.ll1a lk'1.d bE:~n ~tl~J <;aus:e of no .11 t..tlett'-<":rubl(~ b~-

~';,:ta~ Be:r11n und #>'A,l'$aw.7 ~ 1"'4.l-Ld gl'o'wn . 5 l"e~ t.i 1'13 kn:;g innln~1' 

in 11li:~4. ?undc.m(1lntallY)I hOW(lVer, t'b(l ~1 tu'). t10n hrd not 

l11J. t~r1.l11yz;.1 tered ,all Cl t'~5ul t 0 'rne 
GO\{l:-t ent hu.6. (j':l\"H.' terre! tt~d the ~:D~l.bli3k'i\..1ilant Q 

tim oftie1~1 Nation~Lt ot'le1uniztltl!)fl ~roong W ... 

ro11sh Oe:""IDPm" :N~z.1 ld~#.l.S had llfJV'Ol. .. tb~1~1~s &pt·a:l<i.d. tal,;mn~ 
36 

tbem rapidl)" 

In Get'ro~.nl thi: ,; D~A", an:l the ~m:~ Q~U.;,t.5C!lq~. Ql,:cf!Jl, 

1,-1')-> .. oh bH,d ext s te(' ~d.nl1 for ,':iil t1-f'o11Hh ~jUr ;';'-Q1:H'$i, (u.v~rrt(lt' 

th~iil1$ iit'tantlon to t;h~ Sud-at-Gn ;Pt:!.\.·t:lHn 'lUfJt1t1ofh ttl thou~~h 



they aront.inu.(.;;o i:.o ['l·e.::u~'h lr~;ed,,·nkti.s.m it!1l0ng th(~ G€i:l."{l'Hlna in 

Pol<ln.,,~ ThG' ~§'li.fin£ h~ld actual.,.y ~~.tved t.) ~£"~i$t 

tn(;.' 113.z18 in this wOl'kt i \', had e.aaOUl"lai&d a .p . .ro-C~l·man 

"'~i(!)w in Polr-~nd ,t~ :rld it bt:..d fl:1Cili t.t$te{1 Nazi propag:;ull'H.:z1ng, 
;fJ1 

among til\') Oer£llan ltJi,nori ty" 

Tho • .! Polish Gr..nrer·nment, whlch hud a,l.~'!aya ~pl'oaed in 

tel·ntttional control of minority affulr s, .had unb{~l1{;vu'bly 

• .... 0 fi't t;) declarf:.l' th1"o'U.ah Col.on~l. Beck,. in Sep t'i~mp~X", 

1 ~Z:l4.!1 thli t , 

P+).n.ding th~ intl\(Jdtlct1oG ofa ~~neri)tl /~nd 
ln1~·t.)}.·n2 gyS.t-t~Ul for th~~ ;t'oteetiox! of mif.lol'it.1e~" 

roy GovB'NtmEmt i:;.. t;o)1! pel1~d to l."~fus£? .. ~al1 co"", 
operation 1:1 th th{~ 1ntorml tio,UD.l orgl!tn:.Lr.ati'Ol'l;' 
in th~ !tlnttnt" of t,hl!~ ~,u pt:1r'lls1on. or 'tJ:H~ ~lppll­
Qa.t-ion 'by Polu:nll ,')f tho s,s tem ct minOl'"1 ty pro 
tec;'tion.. ~~8 

'rn.a Qtll"mar.:t '-';'QVel·~.J;(!6nt mlilr8.t'-11r~d an off1cirJl s11~'(lCe 

fJ4 

abou.t thl1S .f,~Q11Bh "t~.P .:'or: 3ev~.t'ul. ye~r$; o.nly when H1tlHr t e 

rtoVernItl«mt eit ... ed mirH.H"J.ty pl'ohle' 5.6 all'K)n~ tno- ft't,ct{,}:r'S 

r€!Qu:1ring a llew Germnn-Po11ah ;:; g.r· t~enlent did B<w1"'110 t~1{0 
:39 

offi¢1al co~n1ztmce ol~ the !~ollsh (~ctlon of 19.34. 'i'brougb .... 

out mo~t ot~ tho ,[iel'iod from 1'1334 to 19~~8 the Owrmr.(tlI pr ess 
40 

Wl'!tS restrained t'l'~m dlSC1.Husil'l€ td,nor1ty ~d·ta11· s .. 

Eu t ",hile 1. t $e1-"v~.ed Hi tl&l*. s: pUl':,\(,H5Ht~S to JJl~1:{(-:~ no 

tr~uble ,over thl,t} lssu.a 1 uiJI'm<l.ny took car~ tc !'Etmintl tht:: 

37 'Aiskomnnn, p . 100 .. 

is 

r,!-
V Htbbentrop, p .. ,'7 " 

4,0 Erns t vnn ~;>~:tZ$.iicKe:r, 
t.r,. John ;\n,rlrcws' 
j.1. 112. 

l' 



SIS 

'~"()l"ld e"h;),t; it had not dJ.fHH)Cj,.;I.t".:d l tiJ'€ilf rl~om; t)b~4 Gillirm"Jn,a 

auroe.~l .. In hi~ f:J:t' Wti 1'(1 I:' th~3 l~;~ olOf;l ~1i~1 yealj' '"'OAt of 

" the :1111ance ~Jt' G~man i G~1clat1a!l- ,:tbrtla.d Gorint; pl"i,)ol~.1me(~, 

1$ . $ .. ~o thrit it lniJl b~J b~c~r,j ard \'lllr.l~}r{:1t;"-Od by th~} t,~orle 

oeiond out' bOl'cit]:ra" 41 <I .. ?l"otkJc't.loncf' (It,H·1:;l1J:.l'1. eultu~'~ i:\;\"n,-d 
41 

1{~rmfiln nu tiolll',llity 1ii-j tt:::, tOI"Hf.tlOS,t. dut~ of' th1!~ n~1ch li ll 

There i~~ no qU0;:itlc!~ but tbh1; nll UH:'Qugh the 1.950 ' s 

.... nth r..he p~)115b miilO't"it.y in GI?:r;n~Hl"y H.f)d tb~ Gi::r-wan t!Jin;)l·:tty 

in ?{.ll!1.nd t~ere suil ty of pt'()vCie~'\ t1ve a·cts a~}<~ v1ct1!!li ~H5d 

by tEtrt'ori l~~h. But thiS P .... ) l:b-lb G~l~m.iil.n$ <i:i$plaYHd l'O::DMl"trbl)lo 

discipline. w'h11(~ t;,tf.d.nt~:.1ning C"~nt;aot ')~1 t.ll tjuch 8.i;t;llte of' 
.AWr 
~;i.) 

tnt::; .a~1eh as t.l:~e U>S f.~t.i\pQ ch.1tlfs. Th'Oir tralnint i:nu,t 

"~qte been qu1tt-\ thQrOU&l:\i/o'fol' it 'w.a$ L;\; t~r l~H.u.'n~d. ttH . .-t: 

One of th6 rna.in I'Hluse.s ot' tbe ~,'1!.' 1d :'oli~~h 
oo11arse vnas tt~e pe .f'f~cti-on. tri th ¥<hleh t l'w ~x­
t e-n .sive ~Hl~:, 1on~,\~e ~jy.$tcrm of 'tt.o Gelml,{ulw1.nori ty 
ln PolanD. o~l'rlaj out i ts runotl..::n (du:clj;;lt~ hos­
t111tlas) .. 43 

Tbe kJol1sh tk)1JerM{~nt $~I ent thoiH'~ y'i.1~·U'~ l'H\t1ol'lal-

1 ~~l.l1$ the If1cant.nrd.c life of iti> mUlf.>t'it1.6.iS, 1101Qn1?:1n, their 

eauca tlona.l trdld cuI turnl ins t l tu tions 'f clS.clutj in! tl~C?i ro1norl ... 

... ·1 United Stat€fs Da~)urtm~:21lt or Bt {j,tt), ~J*'t.~il!--\ ~i$,:l"" 
-t ... ".., '" ''1~ . ~, 'il' . iUl',it 

4l; Sotcsrl.-Watson. P. 28& .. 

43 Offi ce of UnI t ed Stb. t();~ C.h1f~t· ot C,)ulls~l fot' I;'l"OSf/ ... 
cut10n of ;,\x1s C;rlm1n~\11~ 
£l<1on, e vo1$" (11esid .. ngt-on ll 
O:tf1ce-~ 194-6), VIII, 48~ 



8({ 

't1eil> fl'oroeiv11 $ol'\l'l.ce lists .. and so on W'", rr ... ·· · " ~'1 .bt v .o p~,t .,~ -.... 

lasin the notol"lous. !-IBfJhoo~ Cmllpaign~ (1·,;27' ... 19att) l'e$ul t'&d 

in u. 't,YG-t1111Yd s d(i!cl"ea$~ in th~\ nU1~ber 01'" stW .. 1ent$ attalla ... 
-4 

ing the Cait'lii.!.m m.i..uorl ty sohools. ;tft.ax- 19lI1 tM $it'l.~f:.'" 

tlon -'Of th~ Pt.).11~h n1itAc];41 ty in G~:rv:mn1 sr1."'~" a'Orl)~ ,tl)O , 

r15 the result. of a. ~:r;ste12at:!e G~I: .!.ilaei.zation t:',..rogl"il.'I.I.ll un i.1,;:,P·-

en ar.nons: them by tho rt.€!ich novnrnment" He i"O ag,,; in , It 
\1.5 

~'(I!:lS the minority ilH.::ho~,ls :which 'fft::.'re 0s pl-~1.::tlly hal'u hit~ 

Tile Oeneva Gon'l'lBl'it1011 of Mt=l.Y 1.5 .. 192:2 ,; wh5.ch goV"U!rn€(:' 

tht) minor1t1eE :r~1g1I!j,~ in ttr~lle:r B11itS,tIJ!., ~1£'Ull l.'.H1hedul$:1(l t" 

oltP1re in J"uly 'j 19~1.. jJ,$ tlu:,u:'ly (jt~ January, t.i:ler~~fotl'1J.:. the 

Germt'\u OOVB,l'nment bl$gan .fa tt(~crrt$ tc reaeh an f.1gre~f.ment "/.1 th 

Poltall'l "li'b1eh would ~,.;rov1d.~ U Sllbstltute tI':€'aty cf.tpabl~ of 

t(~nfling orf t: BOl"'iOU$ problems, whioh Ilould &1'18e at~.;~t' 

uly ¥ Von tletlt'aU.t l.t~bol·i:H:i f,J.$~1dU(')tH»ly to ef-feot ':i Giefln1te 

conventi.on providing for ~. ,ttlix~d oomm.ission to hN'.!' reinori-

'1~s t oo.mplaitlt~) but Polan:d t11s)1"l.yedn continuing (i i,' 

t(l}.sta for any kitv.i Qf' an ~\g.re>:;msnt lncorp'ilrat,lng intt;:t'nu .... 

ttone.l eontrol over minorities &fr ~1r;'J. V1!lll"slllw f£iVOl"I(;1(l 

noth1n{4 n30re thun a $ii!2.;'·le cl~cl.al"nt1on wtllch \lifO\J,ld ll-)l"lv~ 

(~~'loh G:JVliH"ruaent en ti:r>ely and 5Qlaly 1";I)~v.:;ns1ble for t.he 

f"ulf11lJnant of its tlOdnrt2.k1ngs f~ ·.:rJithln th.e f .rb-gte-work of 

., "-- ~ - 1-1 u !:1aYl1K'fiu. L.f~S - (1 :uUJ" 
Yor-... Alfred .~\. 

Jiu t,·", !;".~'1·""' i':;:' ('Ii .~- ....:;:, #4~'" li,J t· . 'f!tt ,; 

pp.. 248- 249 • 
.tit> 't1t.~i~ h 2A~'\ 
~.,. ~,,,. ,J~CP. 
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46 
i t.i.i sove'rel£;'llty .. rr By June von Moltk tEl \'1I(j.1-J e:t.:i~'t~1~~a.1ng h.i.:'\! 

ndi5Ja:)1')Gintl'a~ntli Rna flSf3t'i0U$ ;;q:· p:·u!:wn$.!.!')n:;~f O~~l· the 11'-
117 

1" {];c..::.n011!!bl11 ty at 't:V: o'P f',')sinJr. v1.1~·t,·a. 

Not 'Unt~iJ. NOV')J~b~:l~ 5,. 1~),3'1. d:h:, th~ C'\VO GnViH:~n~fJ.entl'& 

~n~~li!$" tht);il" joint ~loohH:·t)t't.:ton,. It 'W~'H<;l) I"J,f!j tha Plllt®-s bad 

I"n:llltod,l llQt.nltlg wO;;tie th&n a$imrl.~ St.;;lt~l,!H.mt o,t :"'h~tt the 

t'il?C partios I'(.f{p.rded a3 fl£iHJ~nti '\1 in th'e tl~oat'O(;;tlt i;';lf uH:il: 

2'lino:r1t1ea., Ttle ~it.nt, t.ori~~ st'ltecl thrkt th£~y V!o'UiJd m&.k,g 

no attt;;lmpt to I~IH~iro11ata tihe1:r m:1nol""itle:s by fOt'tHi<p thht 

theY' woul d not qU~$t1on the' ~haract'l1!>l:" of ~!4 m:lnorlty-, t10!;9 

'11ndl'jr th'?l).+1~ht;of un lrH~iv1Jj tt.\\1 to ol.au ~mbnl"8h1r in 

a mlnorit1'. They recognitzed. tht't r1Ktlt o t:' th~ mirwriti6'l 

to the tre~ use of thail."" l.iinhU~san ln, 8l,~ech and 1'rt"1 tins, 

in rBraotli.~l anri economic .rel"J, tions;, in tile P,1"~lHH~ ar~d in 

publio moetl:ng$,1 ~nd in t"h!:ir obn.rehe.e.. th~} l"i},~mt ' of th,t} 

ru:tnOl' itl~HJ to unit)9 int~ m.lltur al ttnd ~conomi(~ J,u$,oo1a-

tions ~U. g reeogni2:ed, G.S ~Vi!,l!\; -en!:i.!' I',ight. to 8stc.bllshn.nd 

lnHintain sehools in \':h1Qh incStructi0!l. '#ould 'be ~;1v r~fi in 

tlH~l:t r9l1\p-eetiv~ 1(.mg1.U1~e8.. l'h'j ri~bt oj' the :minorit1f;l" 

to full I'elig1ouft, i ' l" ldle(ic.H,'l ~·3a."$ 1~!~Jtl.f ,t1rlUed, ~md ~in~n'1 tles 

a,'o .t€HH)gn1zed &S f'o~.5essj.nz th~ ;l!J flt:i16 @conom.io I·1ght:.:. d.lS 

(; 

::..7 L.S;; Ns.~d.et' J .~j~4om@,t!,~ ~;;'l·;jl!l-dit. !0~§'-J:J:l3,;~ (r.;ondol'lJ 
Macmill~n a.nd Co. c Ltd .. , 18481.11 J;i .. ~~S . 
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till oth~:r {~1tiwns. bP,eoit;d !nf..mtion 'f,e.~ :mf.~dB of the right 

of the lId,.nori ties to ~H!Q.ul.t'e ~lnd :C';;rtf.d.n pl"OP61'ty. F'1nul1:;r) 

it WflS dealal'&u tha t BouCh mino1"'ity OYled. l01~ltl to tho 
48 

td;,iJ.,t o in which l 't enJoY<t~d citi 2i~~n~hip $ 

'This declal"~l.t,l (}n ra(~o~ni t.,ed t.hO!'H!.t 5l!;L'1!f3! :t'1~htJ$ th f.tt 

bad been recognL~¢d 1:0. ·the CotJ.'U"8l1tion of 1922.. Du't the 

Declarl:-:ltion of 19.07 wa.'.3 J.evoldo! any JtrBten~e of In;'t!$r-

r.wt1Dnal su peevi fd.on of m::.,tlol"'i ty l:~frall"sJ it W<ii.$ It.cking 

Xl any kind of 6!rnotlon wh t3.tever. This tactalo.n~ w'ould 

pl'obably hi\J.v~ f"o.:r'edo(j~c(>t it to tidl.l~r,e.. 'The I"{))OOl"'O ",1'" 

ll~)"tb Polanrj a.n c). G'el."m<l,ny 10 tht~11" tt"1I:Jltroan,t of' tho ~lnot"l­

ties .uftet 1~cvember ~ 19Zt7 Jl sUi;1;gests tb:at th€l neel::\l",;t tion 

o:r 1937 ~la.S i,; robably f; u1 t~ :tn~ince1"e. ~$l~s~~ke~ htiU~ 

'1\(';'1tt euthe t the i SI$eeroent l"i?Ulfi lned inOlif.:'r(.t1v(~ f'l"'om thE:' 
49 

fl t~rt,. 

).nd $ ';:', as J..::urope dP:f!t"o~Gl>~ed 1938, and. thel time when 

Hitler \~GU:::~il bag,.ln "'-..0 und~l'-t.a.lHfl- the int~grt'tiQn of tn,I: 

the Rei.oh, ttH;t ;;t.at~us of' t.tl-0 major Gcrro:sn ... 

Po11~~b problt:ws l"'fJmainEld unch !'!Jlg~,Hi . Unt,!l ,1~oB the Third 

ftei eh hl':'~d kev t alive i ts (,!le'd .. tl.'i~ agains t $"ulanct.. bu t l 't bil{J. 

dOnf) so y;;1th the voioe of rlV;t1JOn and mode.l.'utiofl " On.l)l" 

f.t fta!' u further d eiB.Y, 1u,rlng, wh ich tirl3e Po1.htld beQf\;Jlf.). 

Hitler's psrcnt-'U' in sggrf355ion 1 did the Nazis thl"OlN G.s1de 

their mask and ofr~l" Foland tJl{~ altel"ngtlves of cotIJi.ng to 

.tf l"tu a and b@oommlng a se.telli te:9 {)r d~)~ t.i'UC t1 on 01 

~1:8 {.:t1.'l>.Jc> 1J~ t .. ~~ 'k ·' ~" i"If" Ui"\"1 tu v : 'i':ih,,' ..,+,,"v 1't);l:' Foreign :trf~ir'" 

~9·· ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ '1 ry n I:! ZSu,c.a0,., ~J . ~ ........... 

"'or t he full t ext 
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?G.rt .. n~l'S in Aggression , lS;58-1:it39 

By 19~) 'ij the ~il1$l O1f th<a fl..t's't .. P1"~i'pt:\l·{;..tZ),ry ~trtgs o:t' 

Nst1on!~1 Socialist :t"'ore.'lf;~n policy had be$nr~~li1.ed: Ger-

:G~ny had EHH:eorJ.ed front t.l:H~ D!;;arWHm!&nt t1onf-eI"enoe Brttl fl' om 

the t~t~gU(: of Na tion,s oJ the r;hlnj3'l~nd: h".:1 beenreru11:t tar1z~df 

the n:atlon arm.~d.t thl5! cntl;\"e count ry rort.l r1~d. !{1tl~r h$id 

lonti since bean abl6< tGi d&el~~;ra th~ stl"ug~l~ for G~H·r.l~tn 
1 

1fHi.w'I.,l.1 ty WIO!h '?bG' Geno1:.~hl Gt~fr h::t.d been f,bl*~ to d £:cltU'ci 
-t} 

eJ.9 m.anl' hud. no defsniltil ~,,"~ob~t;lnh The seco!l(i tit;.'1~e .of 

f:i 7.1 i'Qr~lin , policy ha.d been .t'€:ached l G~~j'mz:;;ny was re~~rj.y 'to 

unde'rtal{t$' t.b~;. J.,nteg t tH:' tbt~ H£i ien , 

<::l.j{ltl 'f/Quld 8l!tortlr Of? P l'~3£+:..,x-{\'d tn h~~I·~~ft ~'. ~-~ •• t *"'~'" ~ U~,Q~,~ .,.0" l!{.O~ . '1 .... ,ea· 

Bff'Ol .. t~ ~ehi~v',ettH~ t wo g.o~Us O\f~Ji':r-l&P'P0r.i# 

nO. we:re pal~ts oj;' f.I1. G:o():edlna1.~f., wbol~, but t.:twt f"t:mt W,.:U$ 

not i,a t first a pp<:.rent to tho maJu~i 'tty of obs€Jrvel"s. .. In tlH'~ 

te~:rf'ul ;r..,n<l i.'(;)l.qha:J5 eci:iLtV'Q ¢l"iae$ of 1938 Pol and. rrov Hd 

to be a1 tl.:.~r i S j).lt"tneH ' in Jit'iress1on. 

As h~ made ready -t;omr.!bal'k upou hi~ fOl'~.1g,n ventut"~s 

Adolf llitlex- continued lit' c{ml't 'the '\-.ril,llng; Polish GoVCillt'H -

nt. On Janu.at'y 14 Colonal ilmdll: vistted tU.tle'l"~ tind la.t~r 

l"oported that ll """ .. l€ ':rHL."lc~Jlt{n:' conf1r3'Ja.~ son r~oint t!~ veu, 

1 ,.~ £>.s;; ,., ~"""""".' (:. "" . t;l1' .... ~ 'f;;~ ~ '-UV"iw.Jj ~.)'. f;-' ~ .• 

~' 

d Bee below, p . 98 . 
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qui ~st qUE:i! t,:'rute (lol'.!>e~t1.on de fl'O!!tl,e,f'@ fJel'l;li't an di:~ .... 

proportion avec l!,)~ ,e.",H.!!l"ii·i(;~'ils ql11 d,e'fra.i~nt ~tl;"e COllS~n"" 

tl~~ t;3t que,,. Pi;\l"t;,~nt, e.tle nttl'lni~it auenne eepeoe d' i mport ... 
'It 

anae .. H Beck Wl1i,~ I·~l:f.gZ'Cll. .. gd, :and, five (iaY5 l[:,rtel* r(;Jr.Jark,~d 

t h !i't Gt;-;rman-P.()liso :re:l£'t tion~ 
<1 

rN e ri:,~ 'I'hr:rdls' (HJ~pBlbl€ cf' i4ll-
~ '. . 

prove-m;;;:nt" ~! On ;i't~brW:H"Y 5Y" tl"jlJ&111f1,r:a r to 1 rj t:h,~~ Rfit ,1 en-

st~;tg th.s;t tha !l,poifJQ;o}t had fit,Utl1jt b01[l<'n l'\:),lli':.It'€,d trQ~} 

rolat,ion~ betwel;?u tha tW(} cOi.mt,riii?8, an~'! t,h~t f.i ,$lni'~~Hu;;l' 

Gin,j frietlrlly tlol:nJ,1f.~ration '~f~S tf1!ty,:,rlu~ bE!,t~een Barl14l !J.nd 
5 

iifar~H:~\Y .. 

K'ihf,,m in ~!fU"''i'Jb. till') ?j.,*~HihltlS 5 with !l;'U$ tria shoo'i£ Eur-

QT){J .. rI1tler :r~€l.s:iured PO!.l!;,tli.t ontt~ at$'t1i:'t}:l; h~ told nit Was."'d 

y • .,f. "'''''~ ,. 
~ 4- 4""'"w ..... 

~. 

! am ~> l'ea.ll,st.. Look at my X"elati(,ns \!rlth 
PolanD.. r d>m ent11."{~ly l"aHtty to adwl t tiw t p.t;} ... 
land - a limd of' j~ .Il OOD 11 ()DO !n,.'l)!lJ.bi tant.s - l1e~(.ts 
S:1 (m tlat to th€ ~H~~l. '" 

I 't1$ a bitter thint6 to us thl!i.t tnis l:rid!:; 
to be obt:.d,ned at 'th'J &Xp0nbe or a oor:r1 :!ol" 
tOl.'ougllGf.11't1win t-$r::' i tory ,bv.t ~;~ ,l',(}(tlize ':.\'(.h~?J.t 
1 t t1RmnS to the F"olii/J5 w 

The:re L'll~t} (h.'J~man5 11 vln~ , tUld~r t 'ne PolIsh 
gOV!$I;'ll1l3 t£l'nt li O",:1 Pol~s living UndtiI' , th~ i}€l'l"I'J(l'.U 
gove.t",ruuent .. 

4 Unit!&d 8tatG'$, iA'1.}partif;en 

,5 

2.£0 .fu!u-+!fbb~ntrqJlU(~e..Bt" 
,WaBhtngton, Ull1ted StUt0£i 
1949)~ V, 40~ 



If th,~~ t\fi) oc'}'\,J.ntl,'j,(::s (~Ut~;N'@le""~6 ~:8ch 
li"""J..'!,', t.'; """ "''''''''f''Q :;,..." l''''i''''h:'''''''~':' .'''' "I'"" "" , ~~ ,~ ';" 1'\ "" , .J\oIl. ~ '\ v.;; ~'» .iI"C.~~I;J +~,jJ!j M· _' l~i!~.3;., ._Vs..l:<;J· N:V6 ~ 'V 8\;."""" ..... ... -..... 

batt'f~r to ~et;tle OU,l' dif.!'!;H~ f)'riO~5 bye.tl'~~~j: ... 
tll{~nt .. 

! ho~,~~ tb<:~ t ~'\.ll lEl. tlons It.dll r{\HlOe:n:t2l~ 
t" ......... m Wk ,.d" h':;' 5 \',~, " l;!;·,r,r.\1 i " ~ f"'''~,H'!r ''f J~ ' t..rlf.~ toll'" .J. .... \\.1': $..l~ 'W" ... ~'tI' ,;01.-... ·~ ;, ~1 ~~~ ~ ..... ~ ".... .....t.dtr..t./-. 4.. ~ ~·f •• ~ ,.; 

o:t Qpr)r0S~ii.ng t,hi:li:r !Lsl.t1()xu;11 IDlnor'lt.i~ s.6 
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lb'(~l .Polish >GoVtn~nm1.:t:nt fit'st.. :reeoini~, ~t.l the 1'0.0 .. 1 ta-

b11i ty of tho .8!}.~g,t;~~ .. ~$9 .. n~ ,la tEir tl1.dfl !f'O}\",p.':\)b~:t', 193¥f ~ wh'~i1 

B~ck tol d f1'r€rich FO:rdj,g;i\ fvJ1i'''li~tf!,';r I v on D."3IllJo~ tha t; it 
'/Cif ; 

eouid n()G bl\'t opposed.. ~rh~ Germ~n I'J'o·Y'ff,rnmant n,:)tt),d, w:i:th 

~ati~raatiol'l t,hht W'arSIii;W r€i!g.f:..r<,{t;~d th"J :event:'} in AU,.$Itl:" i~t 
8 

w1t.b ll'col1J.plfJ!t.fJ cal ro" tI I:."ld€Htd 1l Poli..md tot-l;a t:'hi nHltEJ.~Hi t.)f tb~ 

Austrillin orisis t o .I;.H~ttl\0 \~eelDun't$. 1;~ith, Litb'U'il.ni~;l.~ ~~ r-ron .... 

t,lt!i' 1n-t)1dent on M~I'ch .11 Wi:iS foll{)wadt by a Po J., l$!l '1.11 tl-

l~\2.t'Wfi, ({n(l L1 th\'u~!llt¥, WD.;;: oorop!rlll~d t-tl ra3tol"~ r11plowkt1c 

relat~long wi th WlltiNlan <!.!.!Jd ·to m~kke c::;nlceSal0Yl£i r~lat1ve to 
til 

:VO~ tal all" rail.'I"H?l tl~ld·;fio. 

Some yI1HU~~ l,;" ta~' Cenaral Jo~ll told 'the G.~'Ul~d .. !c!:r§. 

tha t toe Austrian 4'lliei~lll$~. repr-@$e;nted tbo ful!'111,mt:mt of 

fid) C)}.dn .~tlur!al '11m,tb~;., t it o:::.;,d s~~ved t{) grilN~\t:ly I't~il1,,;. 

f\.ll,·ce the f'1fht, in~ 5 tJ:' ~mgth ()f the i1-.::3 .1O'h l.i.nd iml:-:ro'V0- its 

,st1"11l't.egi,c 11·0,$1 tlon, ~ Hnd t;h~l.t it n~rl plt~c.t:h:i Cf.',Bcho.$lovak11.l 

6 :n.,. ," .,. 'i' "'l ,H' .. o,H'l: u<,..yne8:1 l,J:., .:..'\'i<,d~-';~'""''' 

" JOhn !'l ,. Wha~J.et':-"l:j(;)nnett~ :b~l!~IJ,!l1 ~ta~:lg,lJ;j Ji2. .:I:~fg,~-:'91 
(~ew lork , lJuell, Slo~.tn ;.ilt'l.ci i" ~~'H."<:e, ",,~4;S 1 ft. '~88 .. 

8 '~""1 t(!!\1 a t;bl taG ~~):.1rtment of Sta t~ £ Dos;tumgm,t$ on G~r,, ' ''' ~u .... ~ b .... · ' , . '.,,.'9~~ 

m,u~ tq£~t.im Poli"l~ ~~'L.ti,e;., D. v., 46. ~ "hal . ' ,. •• , ' _ _ "~ ~JiiiiiHI, . £ .,..., ~ 

'lIft,81m,ond Le;i11e , f.\lh;;~:;j; "t\)l~~~l<l! , t~J. .. ,to ~r.o;p~ (JtQW York j 
1\ '! i'< ",,~.ll '/0. w"", ~,. "t 1,,' ~ f'lI J >"'. ~n 'An,r 
~~""'l..t ~,.. u. ~ Q i·~-v J'" . , u~p~ 'I ~.? k ;' ~ t~~ ~·~~"I ~ 
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10 
in !1. I.Ji~rm£-in r iti~6'ri) .. 'j.'.!t' ~'1,'~', "{';'J,j~( ,", .,.. ... '''' "" ." .... ,·,.. .. ";0 .... " ..... i," -t~· UiiJ UltiJ' .,L.;;,tV~J (;cl ~\.~,~·t;'r:.f ';:"l'" V ;::f 't. ,. t"'l.~ ~ .. ' ,.;:1~i· 

l~la ~; ' ,rO;flng ut oi" N~:t;Jl C:aSlf}L1S on the C~€(!twtllcv .. ,kian lle-

;"ublic 
" 

The nti.:."I,Y O.ria1s H .fil"'.st X'fll'&,aled thE;;! BXte:,li.t {"Jf 'tlh,:; 

t'h~rl'Jla.n ~1~1{mtii t;l.o;O ot" P-oli2ih pollo),,; in ltfay 1 t beCfitt'Hii cle&l" 

ttk;.t thurB woul~ b1';; t'l(':luni tl;(1 f ront th~ t (jould OE* o~'po:n~\d 

to Uh~ Gel"lf1;;t.1l aiS{"r~s~lon .:.lg r",.1n .. "tt C:~3utlosloVEtJd,~ '" }~$ Go:t""'" 

fiH:ll tleslgnson t .. ne Centrt.l f:urQP~an 1"c'vubl1c OSC<2l111G ,ii:no\'il~, 

Pi~l'iaWa(ie 1nqulri~B in BUcf.;;:lt.l.·es t, <un~1 W<l:V8~n~{ as to i'!l'ha 

~up~Jort thOSt:t c$.j'i'tM.la li1()i).14r~1.ndol" Pr.tt~'ue" only t;o learn 

th,;':t nei. t.iler 't'4'o\.\ld. perrult the ?asst1.g~ f f:>ov'iu t tI"OO;Jg 

c.oross tht)il' $011 or the t'j.i.Rht o f' Sttvi't1lt '"r~.l" .pliSnes ove-X" 

th(~1r tiil'l'"1tor1. M.;;,r e~'V'f.·rrJ HUt'l!a('iia reri'usf2td t .... ) t~ThI,ki)l) £lny 

,mtl(.m l't7hl:::' t~ve1" ~1 i thout d 9t"1or !A;gl"Eh3WeJlt~\d. til P014H'l,j Ii . 

l' t t.a1s: ,point: Colonel Baok l<'> 'f,l,'\,.~(>"l61;i ti'J.H.t po11Bb1' o1it')Y 

';:1$ dictated by roOl'€ tiv~.n ,nH:n,"D f4)tU' of 8.)v1s1. (hl:,H~:l.2\, Ol~ 

doubts conoern1ng tCH':' tiabtins l1trcngth of 'th~ WG:it t; tit? 

!lu::, 'd~ it cl(H.u" trmt no woul.d. not 0P1,ose the 

of Cz;eckH)$loVftk11i~ J un!j th~ ... t h~ entIJl"tL1.iood hop~s of 
11 
, -

',j,ctu.tltlly tH:quir1n~ SOin(l of ttl {'t s ;:: 1')11a.. Bet'i'(tiii?:,n i,hay und 

SGf.trf.!ruber·, '~ihe t'l tb& i'1rst gt"e"-it Czcoll.oslovcilJdJUl er1a.le 

broke" Garwany dX'$\' till closeI' to PQ1C'illQIl/ 

' .... 
J'rioa of Gni ted St;:, te~ Chlei' or Counsel,; I, 604-505. 

11 Vib.eelor- Beruwt 1;.;t P . 57 .. 
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In 8e!:)tGmber ~ at Gl)d.e~biorg, Hi t.lel~ announcel thHt 

~.(H~t~f!t;,l.nce of his first d~::-Q1::.h d. s on Czachoslovak1<i would no 

longer be enough» i'D!' Pola,ntj l and Hunglilry httd mf.~j. l? demant'1; 

f thair {H1t1 which n<) ~" had to be IDt3t. Tb~ FUhrer s8.1 

that his t't1endshlp witt t¥e.r~aw and Budap5st required his 
, 

full support of their elalms~ It was this new factor) to .... 

gethe r l1:t to the >,11gh (; of tht. .sudeten GBrmc"ns _ c;bicb had 

been cte11beratoly- t.ors-ened br the tfa~1s th€.IDsal9'l}'s .. that 
, 

ave Hi tier the .t~ratext f Ol' breakin&: hi3 :Sercbtesg,5~d€n 
12 

promise to Prime Minister Ch4lmbe1"l&.in ,. 

In mald.ng 1-ubllc his Gtif· r·o~t of the Polish and Hun 

",a!"ian claims on the Czechs fli tIer cu r1ou$ly a.x.!iAttdad the 

.llllls-ter race th€!t@i$:I and clv.r!lc ter'i:3 t1e:ally, onoe again made 

th(;l r8aee!!lak~l"s of' Vel'>sr~111~t th$ responsibl€ pal:'tiss for 

a 01'1 t1ccd s1 tust1 ~.Yn.. :tn€ Ldlndcn for beptember 

19, 1938, quote.;) Hi tl(~.r as 6bsorv-1ng: 

To s~t an intellectually inferior handful 
:;zeohs to rule ov~n.· ruin!pr1 t1\\ls belonging to 
r aces l1kiS· th~ GIlt"wans, Pola e , Hung-1. r1ans" \IIl.ith. 
(1, thousand years of culture beh1n!'l therll) was a 
Nark of folly and 19nol"'~n¢e.. 13 

itela tiorl.s hetween Polan'i and Cz.eObQsl ovakj.,a had tnaEn 

strained durim~ IDO&t of the t wo deo.:~deB followin.g thtJ emal"­

enoe of tbose couritI*1€~t CrOft the asbes of the ~"irst ;7Qrld 

>!ar . Both countries h ad w(mt.~:d the industrially valuable 

1~3 Ne!ile B~nde:tst)n, ~~dl·u.r{i Qf. ~l{1 ss,lcm i . ¥er1in, If,~57 ... 
1=9<29. (He1¥ Y,ork, a.p. Putna;t's Son-s " 1940 , p. 15a.-

16 Baynes, II, 16Q3~ 
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Tesahen ul'efi, vJ;licb was claimed onethnic..:il grounds by 

t;ha Poles find I,.ln historioal i.soundg by th~ G)~,ech3 ,. ''{hen 

the Powers pt".:> posed a d1visloll of' tnt? area along ethn1-

cal lines, in 1918, u -o i ther party 'to the dl s f;ut~ had PiKll 

satisfied", Only il:l JulY;f 19~~O~ had the -rnattnr been s't::ttled 

by the Conf~~l'enco of .ambassadors, and the1:r decision had 

151 '\fen. to th~l Czechs an. 1.11''':;8. ill "'h ioh l"es1deil some 80,000 

Poles .. Resentment in Pol;;nd mount~d, during the '?olish-

Sovi~ t War, .... ·hen P17ague l't;i'usoo to pfH~m1t til;::" paSSSS6 of 

!'roS through C~~echo51(.nr('.l k:ia.. tl'he '.tr eaty of ir1omlshi.'o of 

19£1 was never r ati f i ed, and in 19:~3, ,It.-Jen Polf411 .suggested 

tnat. the Llttlt1 Entente be eXfA~nded to Includ,o ?ol1.l:nd , 

nothing Came of the pr o pos~.l. In 1925 the lrrrr}11c~ t10ns of 

t he Loc(.."rno agreoments bl"ou~h t V:ars.s,\'$ and Prague together j 

e..nd the t wo i:{.overrunents ent ered into an. arbl t ration agree­

ment. which di d not. hmn:iver,oover territorial dis putes • 

.A 1320 proposal for a IlJili t a ry dl1ianoe 0" arne to no thlne , 

and vd 'l;h the ilccGssion to p ~:lW9r of 'Pl1sUdsklal1 real 

at.tem,ts a. t friendship between ~'1e two countries were 
14 

abandoned .• 

''I''he Gerl.tl~,tn ... -Czech c1' i 5:\5 of 1938 offered th.e Pol·es an 

o?,Portunlty to r everse the decis ion of 1920, aUrl it was f.tn 

o pport'Uni ty which t'Jata8w gelzad wt thout del~y . 'f/h\:m the 



hi tte r G€rlIlial:l p.t'0!J~ (;:;:$.Ulpaii:.\,,n d~;).ill,:j 1;. C/reeh~$.lov:~.kla tH:: ,b 5i..'l;\' 

& $j.ID1~ar ne\i~k "1i.>Gt' ¢BowpaiLYl bO.i)~ln in Pol· .. nd ~ul.l Bung ::Ll,"1'. 

:.md tho RUI'ls .. ;.t'ian a~gt!iJ.r~t CJ'~'~~ ':"{)J1su for~:i ·!to Minister lost, 
15 

no t1m~ in rU;::Jhing 1:;0 ;;'+jCf. Hitl'iH' .. 

1h.~ t' ·.lt~st . .i?'oliMb, d('Hn\ln~Hl hg{;ilnEt, C .'; €'ehosl~·~;,:i,k1a (tid 

not i;;)}:"(:%~, -l.1round Teteh6,n., t;;nGl." 11 til,:: j)v[.1·ulH t;·j.{)tl 

If'f:li:i 7~U:. i10 soonur' ha,1 tbt1;:H~ 2~mbi ti,'.:;m~ 

been na ti~f.':!Jtd thml B{Jck ~ N;hJ~<edar1 to di'l.n..!':X s.c;;m(~ d;istricti'; 

f.;i£'the:r wes'C :m1~h w(:.:t';e 1n.uis;-mtably C~?e'th" {(nd ~:;'tIich b,:vl 

!leV~l~ been al,~.b)~~i by Po 1 0.tlc., ,. '1 1 ,1 j;' . 1,,, ") l{ , rj' 4}) '!.I-J.:lt ~!)V~Hth::rf1~· .t 0 . <it- Sil .'1l.f.&-

n~xatl\'ns in f.rG$cht~l. o..nrcl &lov<.;,tkl:i 1rlcl\Hj~~l t$rr1tol'1~s 

~(mt.aln1r~~ $ome 2:,;8)000 r~()p.l'6, GYl;rl" hs.l.'f (.yf 'i:r:.Oilf \'!ffi;lt";j 

18 
('>" ... \.,.,. ", " .. - ~, .. -k.,,' .. , <\1"0 r'I!'U-~ 
""U't~ ... ~ ... " a.n!l an,,> v;;~<;:;J. i~\;.l,VVV', "mom ~"'3rf;!. GarQ::;Jls .. i~J;ong 

the a.reas (.nnexad by ?ol<~td \,IQ .~ Ch::l(~l"b~r4 (l~h~:wiin), ~. 

i3 trs, 'teglc: 
17 

covetf.H.i. 

jUl),C tLHl na;:u' T\p.:ilohen ,'/hien {.ie:l'm~,fi:t' h'::;. r:~ 

r.1.n~ t.h.iu iil-'"st C~~~h erlsis PQlun'~ l;UV1 t,"iev; 

unb.llH.H:e-~$tu11y t o ru~nex ~~ih::ris¢h ... tM tr<~u ~ 
.t" 

c~}nef}l<,.;~1on Citt"-

'''Hl.nsr %'~~ not willi.n~:, to !o:,l,ke" ml(~ c.!lOi..ne.t' c<:t:tlrliot in i,p.-

t~;r·$~.Its ~Pt~a.red. e.~ the Pol~e b'';l: I1l'l to sJHJn~Qr Hllng<::'1"lnn. 
19 

ttHt: Cal''P,rt t.h.o .... U}irt .. l.lu,.,,, 

.... 5 Hnndl3:rson, p . 155 .. 

1a I''} .. ~,::18 • 

17 

Tbis Po,li9b ,'h';,l~1,t'{1 for 

. !1d. ?frt.14 Offi'il Yol4rp O:trol~d 
18S. 

Bt-a t:'~j 
... >1.)'" 

, ~ ',"i 

9 ~"Jl {)J) Q 9a ... 10~ .. 

1) 
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a common t1'1.>11 tier wi tho HUllgE:.l'y" rm:"!. afoul Qt' (}er.m~ln d.mbi t10:nts ; 

P'rm:H!ols-f-'ufla8t- l'lotitJ${1 ttrd .. it '·f~$ ltobV'lm"H.:lly1~ not to Hi t-
, flJ"I 

,« .... '\4 

l~l" S liki!l£.. Pol;~ntj t;;),il~ct t ,1) lli.?i-"~)rl Hfi..y'S?a.:rnin,s, e181;18- in 

.. fH!l G~r-;:;!HHl iiI.ttl tudot> which h~'td.» af ·l;.e.r !:!ill ~ pJ:'evt:.mted th~ 

ret\l:1111atlon of: extr£bnlf; Polish arttb1,tl'::m~.. Wh~ll th!;~ sj~eond 

C~cch(.\slovi;!.k1fm O.~iBi z* t~ truGk ill !if1.l*c;n, lij;]·~, Pol[tnd t;:t"l.:zd 

to play th£l J;;ek~l onoe t-l.g~1.in .. 

:C:v~n bafoI$(! Dl". Hacha lei:U'u~Hi 01' bis country t ~ f<j.te 

at rr1tl~rfs ChW1cel1t~t>1, G\\7;:rro",n tl'QOPS h&.rl .1111"~Hl.Jy oCCU:pigd 

pe.rts oJ' Cz®oho:!llQva;dt.l" Wh4H'C on ·therr~text G:t t't):f'B·stHl­

line a Pol!sh oacu;'IJ:ti>:)l1 of U,:~hr'1$ah ... O$t:t"iiii\l.B' th€l'y' ha1 thew-
21 

1H~1 Vf.:!'i$ se1z~d th::,\ t m:t D€:I· ... cr leb B..ren . 

In Marcb p 1939, th.e HI.ll'1g..clX'i&ns (jCOtlfil~1d 2tll of H.u.th ... 

<:'l'uin, thus ~5tz~bligb.lng the COIllW~)n frontier' ';lj(l. th !¥olu.nd 

tlu1 t botb o(}untrii-Js ba4,l ('tl"riently da~lr!iJ1 .• J:;.Ui; Slovt;1.1~1a. 

, ... n the~t"1 ,indep!tl'ld'lzfdt. bEftC~1-tM,t 1,n I'etl11 ty a Gel"nJen fil'o tect ... 

Gra te) with its foreign relatbla~ and 81"%El'l:Hi to:tC'3~ un{j~l" 
22 

Ol:31"mMn contl"ol. Colon~l B~crk j r,d, t,n wha t s$ntitrlents we tto 

no t lr • .n{')'W II . r ocogl'li z~d £:l,Ytral'd.i-;;" a: t! 1ndo}1(m<i enc$!1 em tb>s v(Jjry 
2t 

ds.y 1 twas p.l'oC!laimed. 

tfb~ S(;vlng 01' 1£M9 a131J 1~i t.."lG$~ed the G9r:~!H;l.n hlJO'1tU"Y 

of f!e:nel. };tully ttll"06 m<n:lth~ 'p{tfore tho evetlt the Polish 

Gov~rru.n6nt l'Om.lndtHl von 11.:>1 tke tha t POlhnd bad cert.ain 

!~O ~'1.ndl·-e FI'iill901t~-Poncet., ,:nl,e· li\~ ·tet·u Yat:i;l'il. ~iemoii"s of ' 
- It)"eMA ~P:Ul$'i~O:r:: 1n ~~~r.ll1l.;r . q3;.) .... 1;iii~~h "tor", JaCqUei'"" -:- , 
L\SiCl~l~cq nh~Vl Y'OX"lt, flarO(Hll"t, Brtice flU'" C{)iffrmny, 1949) * 
p. 884.. . 

!':>l Hend~n~ s~Jn" f;. "1 .:; . r _ 

~ ,.:> . . ka · 18''\ ';~ r! 1 S ln3nn ,. Ii " .., It 

23 
~ihe~ler-n€ni"l. ttjj p .. 37.1 .. " 
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economic and shipping inteX'~st!J in M:ernel, (4.,":1 that no 

lIiatte~ what happened she assu:m~d ttiose ' intGrests ~vould 

be r8Srect.ei1 .. Ab;)ut ~emel the Poles had nothing nJ01"e 

to $a,Y'~ hnd :td'eed, there \0/,a 5 no' German-Polish dispute 
, 24 

oval" rJerman seizure of 'tb€~ terl'itol~Y . 

"he Aus tl'irul N!s.glll.:gs$ " the Gerll1an reGov~r1 of .Memel, 

and the anne%a t:1on of the Sudeten aroas of Czeehoslov<ikia. 

represented n pal'tial fu.1f~tllment of the Nazi. progr-am of 

incorporating German arH9.$ outside the Reich i n to tho 

n folk.:1 s11 'ta t13 ~ '~ The f't~r. ther trt:ali za t 10n ()f tha. t goal 

waited upon. ana'/v Gtllrmal:t;-Polish settlement. Tb.e incor­

nOl"a:t1on of' Bohemia and Mor a via. into the ' Reiah an1 tht-) 

reductI on of Slovak1a to the s t a tua of a i1u;~pet.$t~{t«, 

represented the beg1nningsoJ' a new ttDl'.§q1et!. n~ph Os~~n.) i1 

the aonqtl{!st of Lt~~b,jLll§il:~iU1l.. 11'H3 pu;r~m1 t of tha t goal, 

too, I'eqult'ed So new rela t!.on;~h1.p bet.1!ltien Germany ~1.nd. Po ... 

land Ie turi.ng the first Czechoslovakian cris.ia , tvl111e 

Pola.nd was fIi tlel' 't S 'Nl11itlM accomplice in crime , G€rmany 

made its 'first a ttempts to seeure nevI ,arrat1~ementg on 

the German-Po~1Eh fron t iors ,. By 'M.aroh , 1939, the Helen 

had probrlbly alrsa(lY df;tel'mined ' upon t.ba oul t tara t10n of 

bldependent ?olund . DE,:f'init€ pl Jans ' for aggr ess!1on n"guins t 

Polunlj w~rB alr-sad)" a year ol d 'phen the gl'eat Ger man-

Polish cri sis hegliUl to take t~orm late i n 1938 . 

?4 . ,' .. " ~ '" Ernst, von ~.7eiz.saek@l", . ~i,n~ir§ 2t ,rns .. ~ l.2Jl w. z · ·k, . ·1: 
tr . John Andrews (Chicago , Henry Regner)" Company , 95) , 
p. 178 .. 
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Cf1.~\.jJT 11::i-( !:'~ I GIlT 

The f::'lot Against. POlaf1fl, 19117-1939 

From NOYdmber I 1907, the Na}~ls h(~'j ~ ... iafin1 te rlan 

for action agtdn21 tPolanr,t, iuvl \<;h11e th'3' ev1r;enc~7~111 not 

support the thesis th,:~t. this rl:;m ntl!cGs!./.?.irily r.:mtailed 

~111tfiry ~iiitre.sslon, it. i~ fair ttl say that essent1il.lly 

the German plan:t pr':.HHmted the Pol.es ?11th only two alte-r­

natives: e~lther they ~¥I)ul':i haVfJ t~ 1181d to oerte.ln German 

d.~mand8, and tlccert th~ role of' liHitalllt~j, or thEJ1 v-7ould 

nHve to face tht: full force of a Geruum onalautj;bt. 

On June 29, 19 .. ')'7, in h1s ~Dlrect1Ye for unJ..f'lfJd pre-

p&r'~itlon for War, n the Re>1oh-M1nistar fur Wal" ~md Couand-

er-1n .... Chief of the A:rtD$c' F~)rc.s re~,ort.d: 

Tbe general p~)litical po~lt1on Justi.f1e. 
the Burpo.,1 tiol'l t,;h;.!t Germ.tmy need not c~)nsl­
der an attack trom any side. Grounds for this 
are, in addition to the li'iok of desira for fiJll' " 
in almost &11 lations, piirtleula.:rly t.heriest­
arn Po~(;'rjj, tho deficiencies in tlH~ prept!ired­
ness tor 'Wal" of a number or States; $:mdot n,ua­
Bla in particular. 1 

it:1 thin a few months Adolf' Hi tIer 'NeU! to 1ncide that thJ:j\ 

p~r1jyj of Q~rman pr~l)~:"rtl tl;.)n for nct10n h,slj come to fJ.n and, 

and that the tlm'~· for Hc;tio::m it-zeIt had arrived. 

1 Off1oe of United Sthtes ':;:hl~f' of Counsel for Pro­
seoution of Ax1s CriminalIty, ~ fW'lli£iQl W 
~i£!tiil~, a y01s. (i"ashlnlton:;-tJn ted. ",tates 
rlnt g frice, 1946); I, 613. 



" On Novemher :;, 19~57, tilG li'uh:r~r met in th~) Heicb 

mH1nc((fll'lSry:'d th h1i'1 top mill tnry and poll tlc~ll ;~ides, 

H(l!rm~,nn Goring, GO!l~t£:tntin von N'll:·urath. I\'1mlral ~:':.r1cb 

aa~dol", General von Prlt~oh, ;and Generalt'eldiilEil"8ch~11 

von BloJtberg", eolotH,l Boss b7.U$, Hi tIel'. a \i:\CiJutnnt, pr'ij-
., 

ptLTed a mew~ranr:um (.11) tht;::; l:IH.>\1;:\ tint at 'nhich the fUhrer 

propo&ed tiS the 8ubjt!~ct of 50Ui~ 10n 'fI func1,,,,men toe. 1 ldClas 

on th~ pOlwib111tles ftmi nec~u;;!;1t1~6 of ex.pMd1nj for­
i>. 

E~1&n policy ...... Hitll?l." stated th;:l.t it he died, the 1tleas 

he 'NUS about to adviulo~ Wt3r-a to bt-) unrt.@l"stood iUS eonstl .... 
3 

tutln, his nloet \';'111 ant.i testameot. 11 

The policy ,:,1m or Germ2jf'..y, aliid Hit.ler, must bE:' to 

ach1eve tlv;; se-ourlt;r of th& Reich a.nd th~ pr t::Jservatlon 

romd pl"Ofaie~tlon of tlHt nut1zJn; it \"'&$, he; sald, therefore 

lSi quest1onof L!b2ns.rl:!l.\m. Hi tl(;I' th~n proceod.ed VJ argue 

tbe-it n(dther tl. polloI' ,;;f &utArchl nor .~n Inel"slised share 

in world. InduJJtl"Y' an'} corom~!"CE? could gu.u~(lnt",€, to the 

German nation the nfH.H:~,;s\!il.ry fooda for ita .!=,reservat1on • 

99 

. !tixed results XD1~ht 'b~ expeotedfrom a1 the!" or tb.OSft 

po11alellll, hi» SLl.l0" but in til;;)' lona run neither polIcy oou11'1 
5 

sat1~f1 G~rmi'.l.n rt:Fiulr~wt1lnts. Ai"t,'!r an almoit unintel11c-

ible d1!1cua~'; 10n of geopoll t.1cal and econolltle theorlf1$, 

S Office of Unltf:?d :3t .. , tea;. Chiet of Counsel for Pro-
sftoutlon of Axis Criminality ~ I, 37'1. 

3 ~., p. 077. 

4 ~., 1'. 377. 

5 Thiri <:78 '(79 ~., PI:-'. i) ..,,-, • 
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,-
the }<'uhrer coneludedth,rit, G~f4'mtlD. polloy had t.o .lim f,j, t 

e 
,'?}.equ1r1l'li more ltib!llar£tu. 

Itl cons1d(,u'1!1~ th~~ q.ue2-t1onsa!' Wb~Jr19) hO't'r and 1>,'hen 

this !fllv1n6-al,aC(~n ''fb.:.i t,) l.:.'i1:t obtained Hitler cynically 

ob.$f.:'l'ved that "The que;:.tlon 1*ar' Glat'man¥ 1slt'hert? the great ... 

" elfjt poIJ1l1bl~, conquest ol:.)uld l:hi$' ma.de at the lOW'f;ts>t cost. r' 

Th~} coveted ,'il"ea was» glmeral1y, in Cantrill i'~uropo, ana 

slnce Doth En,l<:tnri e.nd FI'Q.nce were l".oo~nized as nhateful 

foes lf 'fItm 'tJould, ol')poas both German OVHrseas expansion and. 
a 

~ "German oolossus in the e*nter of Europe, l' he ctoncluded 

that n1'he Gttraan que::.tion can be solved only by w~.y of 

force", "' •• We must pL.."'l.ce foroEit r~i th risk at the he~ri of our 
9 

pro&ram." 

n1tl~H' thfln proceaderi to i";a1.,ht the relriti'l1~ st.ttangth 

of Garmanl ~i.:r1d hal' pJ)o.spec t1 ve foes, an,,! finally rf:1larker. .. 
10 

that German,. coul~l '«at t no lont;er to act. '!be uih1cu:rlty" 

ot the ftelch, he tia1d, 1eltiiinded tbat Austria ~nd Czeeho-

slovukla be conquel'ed 1"'1:r$t .. slncb they t"'l:anked Germb.ny; 

furthermore the larifJ German populations in those oountries 

'i'<1oUld provide the Reioh wi tb troops, and tbe fields would 
11 

tlupply it ><;:ith foodstuffs. It w~s quito clear, trom the 

6 Office of United Stat.~B Ch1e.f of Counsel tor Pro­
SttCU tion of' Ax1 B Cl' imino.l1 t1, I, ~)80. 

'1 .Ila.a4., p. 380. 

8 1l'a1a,. I P • 380. 

9 IbAg., p. 38~a. 

10 llU.!l., p. ~~a3 ... 

11 ~.J p. 383. 
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whole tenor of:' Hitler t S :l) tlA t0m~mt,$ J that the pr';)i'Osed 

conquests of ~~ustri\l" nod G:?:achl;)~lovakls:l. THr"i m>t eaen " 

tl;~ ends in thsmsel v~~s II bu t l:"'lt:Wl' .:tS lrH~~!ns. fot' th€: .r~sl-

1z~~tlon of even mor(j c;dnoitL)uB Ci)nquests" 

On the V,3-1"1 r,IHY ot' this fL. tftful !lH~~'tini .in. th-e Chan ... 

eel10r1 the .~~o11:lJ:t1 iiDlb;~~H!h ... 'lor in Berlin Wi!;!.$ l:'tAcelved :in 

A1.ld1l:'ence by Hl'tl~:r, ii.ad in tlW c~.Altmunlquf:!' issued af't.~r 

tho 1ntervle~ it DRS st~ted th~~ the two pOW0rs should 

c,mttnUfj to 11've :rlt C6 .. 
1

~ o 
Yet,batol:'e eight weeks tEid 

p~ss0d "",ekensen beo.;:une the new GeruH:m A,mb~~&sa<'i~.r to 

ROMe; before letl.v1J.l~ to tkk6: Ul· his post, Ma.ckenaen St:H>' 

HI tIer, l.iin1 l~~ter toll'i vonj\elzsacker th.~'l. t the Fiih.r~r 

ba l told him th¢71t tbe iSudet~ns and J}altlcs !"H~.re Germl1.fty'. 

goal, a,nlj UH:t tile Corr1ltor I;tn t ! bord(!tr sta tea W6rQ 

!1fJventuallyll or lntul'etl.t t~) UeJ.'w;;tnl. On thiu oc\!aslon 

Hitler d1savo'it.'ed ~ny oJt):dre to rul¥J ov~r non-Germans, but 

stated Ulat if he did in tact come tu do 80, it woul'~ be 

OVf~r-non-Germans in th.e borde::- st',f.tea. Tnf.~ ?uhrl~r told 

~(·lcken.fj.en thut It;, ... l), lr-"~.~ t;.·o rece1v6 ?! freB hand in the 
14 

~iQd.i ti)rranean and Gerte.t.;,ny in tho North .... 4Just. 

1~3 

1;5 Office of the Uni t\;;-d J ta te s Chle f ,) f COunst)l for 
?rosecrGt1on of rtxl$ C,l"1minallt1, I. 677. 

14 grnat von W)e1~sicker, 4emot£$ .2.t ~rns~ von '1i,,1~.acker, 
tr • John Mdrewas (Ch1c.;1.gc, Henry Hegnery ,:Qmpany" 1951) .. 
p. 129. 
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d 

In March" 19;5&, ju~}t tlft~"s;' t1:i>i: ,>.uetr.lun ADlcbll!I'. 

,JI1!:rman shop '",inclow.,:, bHi n t.c; (ilsl.lay mi!;l.pf~ sBtt*1n~ forth 

th~ evcnLual ooundiil.l"ies of the Th!rd lh!l1ch~ Included 

'hi tnin tbe5t? f'ronti0l:'S 'f~~Jl'B, c)rtions of G7(';!:O;'l(.;),sloy!;;.k11li. 

and Polilrld. German f;,,'iit~erland, 1!lcJat '01.' Hol,llind, ,f4.l8~C&-
15 

LGrrliolne and F'10mi~h BG1~lum .. A Luftw,~liff~ m~,p ~:ppear ... 

inc 1n 14.111 da",,1cted GE'i1"Uihltl i;\.lr bi.l.SeS .. ,1 thin ~las:J.nnHe<pt 

rrunt~ier8 of the .Helch; the~H~ basea were lC'H;H.:.te1j in Ea ... 

tania, Latv1a,. L1t,buani.!J>~. Czechoslov~k1a, ;'1>l&.nl'i, i~U8-
11 

tria fCUl(j llungH",. 

On AprIl 1&, 1&"j8, Gor1n~ ro1nted out to MUIBol1nl 

<'tl.nd Count Ciano that ;JOii.'>IIHU1on of BOhemll~ and Moravia 
17 

\1:01.11::1 mak¢j possIble £tn ~~ttH.ek on Polan::!. Polish c.:)llab. 

or.lt t1'~)n in Nazi i!lg~~r~:us8i()n in nv 'Nay wt;)n ttH~ ira tl tu':l~ (Jf' 

""h· ~ 1 . ~, e .• a en. ,;,tter the j,uBtr17;1.n cri~l!1, dur1n~ Il\",tileh Pol~md 

n;J;\,1 rama,ina,l unnl'~.t'11H!11:;, th~'" Ge<rmant"orl:t1GD ~ln1stry SU8-

peeted that 'i'ii:al"Slii'J'l w~u s€'okln~ t.o o~ttibli$h hege~on1 oyer 
18 

L1thuanl:il. ;'~~)~:1t~ tl)S f;j;.::t t,t:.:,t ,juring tb& tlfl.H.Y Crisis,l 

15 Jonn Chl"wbf,.n~lain, 31d.ney B .. Fn1 ttnd OUj"jrs, eds. J 

~~, ~ .. o n' 2~' YD<;11u;:19I&tld , f...\U..,i.,I !lDnotif'~' 
'O'1Ad0Ifli1t @.l' Ne:N ark, ftHYUt",1,1n,C'hI"tchc'H:k,i1b9) I 
p. 601. 

16 Offioe ot On1 t~:!d t3tate~ Chi?.') f 0·1' Coun~u:;l 1'01" i!ro­
secut10n ot' Axis Gr1mtna11ty, 1, 679 .. 

17 Int.rn~t1on,;;1.1 U.i11t::,j"1:eribunal, XIX, 411. 

18 Un1ted 8ta.ttw LlEl;.;artmC'lll,t of 8t,'fite,.li2gU~ftnt!: sa Q.l!1aD 
!-~~g1~D Di~~~' 9 ' -JJ.il, I.£.w tRH"fitvtl SLt .Y1!. a; a~ t9 it: t ~. j iil~r1!.l ~ >"f;, ~, ~ll.s?I. iIll-
l.i1h 12 &b2!ntd»~ .~)!;H)t .. ,l'N57-Wl •• ~a!J., 6 vola. 
(Sashlogtoo, Un1 ted Stf!tes (}overnnulnt :lr1n ting Offlc~~ J 

1949), V, 4l-4~. 
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ot 1938 Pol an: 3, s.hr;;"n, ttw t 1 t ':;;'ould no t ;~t'!iir~1 t H.uss1Bill 

forces to orO$,g Polish SQ11 !toll tout§! to the defense of 

CZ.&c::~o.lovak1a, inliUlust ·tlHl H1bbllmt1"op :lilnlstry noted 

that .. 

After thi::! s(~t"lemont or the Cz;eo.tlos1Qv~klm.n 
quest1on, it will be g0nr~rt\11y as,sume'i t.tu~t Po­
land 'fdl1 be next in t,lxtn. 19 

During thtJ fir!lt Gzocho~!loVhk1dn crisis Polish il,m-

bi tiona, as \fie hava aeen, C,:~iHH:,j armoyance in Bel'lin, and 

so du.r1n~ til>; sec!.;)nd CI'iSis the Germans to.:·k: steps to pl"e-
20 

vent Poland from IIJizing ca:.t~ tain ~reas.. Thes~ Polish 

iI,mol tlont\ Cf\uSf.i:d Mol tke to SUSp:H:t, as EH1rly as tll'~ first 

Wlilel: in Ootober, 1~;:S6, thu t Polanrl ontsrtained dreall'is of 

lw.dlng a block of i;:,.niLern Btatf;H!I agii'i.1nl'}t b\..')tb G\:i!rni,:t·ny 
81 

and th"t S(')v1t:t. Union. 

~;:"f.;n after ~un1t}h there r'~t men in ;''!/}.l.l'saw who 

api,.;arentlr bf;l11ev,~(:: th,.J; t t1'H~Y could truat H1 tll'U· t • rlod,es 

not to threE!. tan Poland .. 
., 

'Xhf)'y h'i~2 the Mlrer 1,8 promise of' 

Beptemb~l" to l·Edy upon. In t~ S ;·;&f.1oh f.leli "nl,re(~ dUl.'lnt the 

course of tbtit month .Hitler eXi"re~$ed his o·)nv1ot1on th.at 

the Pa.ot of' Janu~ ... r1 mJ, 1964,. " .... will bring. \:dtb it a 

19 InternatIonal M111t~i.ry Tribunal, XIX, 411 .. 

::;0 See above-) p. 96. 

21 United States DapartJH~nt Of,. $tate, !!ium!D$1I 2D. .2:!t­
ll!AD. "SEllin P21~qz, ~~l"ie5 .JJ., V, 85 • 
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per.ABent pacification." It was the old, old theme, 1"~-

peat.d to thepo1nt of tediousness. 

J(e&n'flhl1e, thE) major German-PollfJb probler.u. had been 

rieveloplng aloni lines inimical to peace b0t·\':~an the t'l';O 

countries. In the5e developm'31'1ts, too, evidences of 8. 

Gerr.aan plan of &ibreS81on agd-ins t Poland Can be found. 

Desr:1te thf'!. German-Polish Minor! ties Declaration of' 

November, 1~37, the condl tion of the German mlnol"'1 tJ in 

Poland made no material change for the better in the .IBontbs 

th8. t followed. On liovember 25, li37, the German Foreign 

Oftloe noted thJ:~ t?olish Germans in tJllf;er 811esla w~re 
o 

be1.ng dismissed from 1nduatrlal empl!1JIentJ on J'aauar1 11, 

l':n~a, the Ministry cons1d.ered that there had bel'~D no pro-
23 

grass on the is~,ue ot" the min;;rl t1. Thn gro1"th of Nat1 

influence IUl)ong the floli!ln Gt~rmans atter the "'.IS triaD. .:m.-
24 

§gb1u1l1f wa. orked. BUt on lay 21 Herr For5t~r, lfatlonal 

Soc1alist leader 1n Danzig, WfilS lnstncted not to concern 
25 

himself with t..l:ie minority in Poland, the time had not ;yet 

come tor r1skin. anta*,onlz.1ng the Poles. still, there w&os 

22 

23 United States Department 01' State! kSfwpegts 5Ul ~­
lUIllQge1ga f!o).';Z, S~rles D, V, ~9-a • 

. 24 Ra7J!DOn; Leslie .Buell, f21tiltt't I 1Iz..ia E1ir9R! (1Ir ... · York, 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1939), p. '52 

25 United States Department of Btate,.poSUUilUS .aa~" 
ala lQl a1&A polJeX, gerili ~, V, ~l. 
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ft. graf,lual '!;orsBn1ng Q.t' th(-s.i t,Ui'!1" tionJ by Junll} 9" 1938, 

·th{.~ Po11sh j:'r~ss W#.i.8 comrl!l.ining of th~ t:re~'l~l~nt of th!1 
~~6 

?o11sh minority in Gern~(;iny) ao(; by Juni\1 1'1 th...r. G~rman 

(;.overllllent '~as busy colltlc t.ln~ ,J,. .:io.lii:;1<~r ·:>n till!: condl 'tion 
;::7 

or th~,.l German minority in ~;c/l8.li(i", 

Germa.n doculti(,nts ia,,\)V+J: th~~ t tne Ge:rm~j,n. tdn\iiji ty in 

Folhnd 'W~lS h~ing used, by _!,:.:)08, ti,) subv'i1l"t th€:' Polish 

;StatE?;. A .memorandum by the: Office of' C.'Ultural .Pollcy 

Department nwtad thH t the ,F'orelgn Ministry opposed. the use 

or th~ minority by ;';tU'm,;Ul mi11tary ln~111ienoe because it 
28 

exp.ofH:ll:i th~ German el~mHnt to too many dnngers. Too 1 in 

th~l autumn at 19i~8 th6 V2l!sd6u~lgill &\\tel!\i •• 1 complP.1ine-1 

to (ll:neral H~J,u$il':)f"er th;::i t tn'1: post tl011 or the Cirel."mans in 

Poland \VlU "1ntolftrublB; n in r~ ~.orting t£~l;$ to th~ f'UhrE:r) 

Hausnofer .ugg:este~{ 1nt~trV!\ilfltion .in Poland, l1nd H1tltu" r{t-

plied tha t h*i't n ..... !.iid net intend to put up anT lOftier with 

the conduct of our Eas tt1rn ne ii!!.hbors toward bia f~llow 
29 

~1·ms.n8.1t 

.ay l[l,te li.1;.:),a Adolf' Hitler WkS also anxious to bJ'1ng 

:ion end to the Danzig p"oblel1 in. d manner sl:1.tisfl,ctor:; to 

Germany. Danzig, too, hft~:.i r:r~q.uently fe~'turefj in B1tler t s 

re~!u . .,SUl"ances to Poldnd" In Augus t of 19~)6 htl had repea.ted 

28 United States Department of State, tlR9YI1lA~! sm Q!,t­
lUA 19l",!s.n f2J.a.PI, Stjtrl~s ~ V) 52. 

2'1 Ib~~ •• p. 54." 

~,8 ~., pp. ll~-lla; document .is dated June 9, 1938. 

29 ibid., p. 125; t10cument 1s dl~ten. NOVQIDOllU' 12, l@;~a. 
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his p19d'~l nott·;:; vlol~ te the .status of ),:',;ulz,1, or t..h~ 

post 1;ion ~f t~h~ L~?E .. ~l.H'i r.n~r~; on this occas1on hfJ once 

mt)rf~ play&d on ?o11sh fetal's 0:' HU8S1it, by reldn.d1ng WaJ'­
;S,O 

$tli#i of tho r'f$l""11::; of bolshevism. In Ji,.nu<:a·y, lif;$7 the 

FUh;r\:~r told Llra.k.1 the, t. r~ri.t10ni: .. ,1 ~)oo1a.11sm in Dt:m:;l,\l, 

'1lQuld prov~J fil. g,Ut;l.rnntaG of r:8i..l.Ce thvre :1.n,j of ,00d rela­
lil 

tiona 'betwoen th~ rl"et1 Ci tY,;l,nd e-ol;.tnd .. 

In ;-)e;·,t~mb~r Hnd Oct(}b~~r, 1937, wh!} 0 the (Jermm-

P()11ah d1scu5alon~ rc .. lftt1vfJ. tv the Upp~r ~'U18$lan min-

ol"lties re1.;.lm~ ',((!blN:i und~-:'J' 1Nay, the Poles m"de Efrrorts 

t,o lI;ln OVal' B~H.·11:n to thfs idea of' 11 jOint decl!!:rat1on 

on th~ stri.tus of !.}.fmz!g.. this Berlin r1~fu$~d to consl-
32 

dar. :)n October 18, 195'1, von N'€luNtth t()lJ th,,~ Pole,s 
i~;; 

tntl t Danzig hwi (wentuH1I.1 t" l"t~tul."n to th€'H{dch,. but 
.. 

on Jov~mber 8 the :;"uhr~r ;,~r()fidsad th'iit thlFtt'o v'Qul::; in 
54 

(.my event be no ~ !:t9£o9Htl~ 11l the Free:;! ty. In 

30 Republio of Pol,ind, iUn,lstr¥ t'or F'ortilgn .. Affairs, 
Qt'r,gj.ul f.1v2UIFJIlS:l5 £'~'iu;"j!'nln~ Po ~h-~I!.t:iJ;\ll!Jll1 
~-fZy~e~ Rfdl~1 t~?ni!. '(Jr~-SJ ." f( ~ ;:it~1!tti& 
~ ( n<:wn, Hutcctu"nSlln, J..' 4 , ,. ~ ,', .• -

31 Bayn~s, II, 1~34. 

"2 o United State~ rhi~~H',rtf:wnt oi', .. 8~t.te'., f'QS"sm\@.2A Ger-
men rSn:e1iQ t9*b0"-' t:h~.l'.~§'l?, b!., V, ;;;-!:>, i:Jr thf.~ doeu­
lJI~nts oo'V'erlni:. 'H~!:'\'e rnm~rk$ .. 

a3 Tb" A, f!\':: 19 ~., ",If", • 

,il4 Tho. '" nn '~4 'JIY v ~., rl'~ .... u-... , '" 
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JanU&17, 1936, Hitler tol r:: Colon*,:lBeck tht~t Danz!" as a 
~6 

problem, h.l1d tteDt.ir~11 los t .i t$ menac1ng ch~l"acter. tf 

Later 1n JAnuary the GermFil1S ~'}(t;rr'f:" surrr1sfi~d t..'1Et the Pole$ 

(~}(Y;l"e.sed w111ingnesst(J c':/nsid~1t' ou~n;inG thii' I"e~gue 
.0\6 

Hit~h Comm1.t1$loner in Dan;~lg; in July .Burekh-rirdt, the 

High Commiss1ofl@'l" it e)mlt~d thl t Nlc\ ~1 control Qy~:r DaJlzl, 
37 

'Wi&llli ci)lBplate. So it w~a th,,~t durini tt.;t'! pOl' 10(1. ~ihen H1t-

leI' ne.ded Pol~~.nd t s f.t1"':lndsh1p hfil was It:l.vlsh in his re-

as~mranees to ?'1srsaw" But the N3Z1 t1&~H" h~~-: not Oh.~tnilltd 

1 ts strlpe$: on i')ctober ';$1 Hi t.li~l' ordtu'ed that, 1n certain 

e1:roumstanc6S, Gel"man troops ~1ght occupy Dan~1g by sur-

pr1le; he commlUlded tha t. pr~Jf.\r;.{ tiona be m .. de- for this 
38 

~ventua11t1. 

In October, 1~;')8, Hi tl€:1' instructed R1bt;H~ntrQP to 

op{~n nejotl1j.tiolu 'with the Pollnhfl...mbaasador rel~t1.,e to 

sett11n& all questions out5t~..nding betweon the two count­

t,rles. Talks \*ft.::I'a fir;st hfllrl on the twenty-fourth ot the 

month, and the problems then c::ms1dered 1¥~:r~~ those of 

Danzig (Ltn(i tha Corridor. Unbelievably, Lipski took fFl­

Vl'l.nt~~ge of the occ~.slon t,) i,:r~.5 Polish £1:1\b1 t10lUl 'I'll ttl 

:r(.~i.ar'l t·:) RuttHmla. Rlbb~mtr(')Pi,rolt.lis~d to consider the 

55 Ottice of Luited Stt'l.tes Chief tJt Counsel for ?ro­
secutlon of ~\xil ,;rl::uini;i\11 tl, I. 679. 

~~I Unlted~.it~ .. t"s l)$p(;~.rtment of dtate, k;~gumepS! m .Q.t£­
~ l!'o£,1&g f'ollcl; bi,r!!g .2, V, 40. 

::'7 lW.., p .. 67. 

3S International M111t~ry Trlbun~l, Ill, 211. 



Polisn desire$, and then Fr-ooeetued. to outline a proposed 
39 

108 

&aneral German-Polish settlement. Four ddyt; later, in a 

is pe~~eb to the R<aichstag ,t Hi tler 1nrorllu!~ tht'~ l}torfld of the 

nh tu.:r~ of theSt3; G-armb.t! r-ro}~,t')sf:ils: l).anzlg Vfi:;l.S toretul'n to 

th-e ,~e1ch, (i~rmanT was to rf!e($'lvt~ tAn ~\1itQbibp &nd a rail. .... 

Wff4'1 th~oUih the C!Jrrl r;iQl', both 'ot: wh1ch~.ould'r.lould have 

extraterrltori,:tl strAtU!3 1'0 I' Gertllan:n Gl$rp.uiny would recog. 

nize Polish economic r1ghtil in Dtirll.::1" enaUl"'ifJ Poland a 

frea harbor 1nDanx:ig Pi.ne frm(l acceBS t.:::> th~ ,sf.Hi, thf.t 

boundaries between Germ."iny an:'l i?olancl WQul(l, be rsgarded as 

"'ul t1mate, tI and Germf.;.ny would oonclude a t, entl-fl "If} year 

non-ag~:re$Slont.l'(l}.aty .,:1 th Poland} Blo'Vald.an lndependenc$ 

would be gu.::o.ranteiH:l Jointly by GermanI', Poland and Huft-
40 

I&ry. 

ColODEill Beck Instt'uett1Q Lipski t<J rerly t:.J .R1bbent.rop 

th<At P016M t(l!l t th<:'l t thg klireement of 1934 ha'.l.d p.sJU1E,Fl thE! 

test, and to remlncl him th~t Pol,;.tnu ha,":'; helped Germany dur-

lnl( the c1"1 tle~l d.ays of thf21 C~ech orisis. After thus re­

mlndlna (}{lrmnny ot" t'oliimd's friendship, LipSki observEi'd 

thla.t [1&.nl1, 'fIiI!i.S· vitally important to Polish lnter~sts as a 

~:;9 JQtlch1m von H1bO{'mtrv;, •. ;r.Q.~ i31ebsDt1"op ,!,atta, Intro­
auction byAl~.;m liulloc.k:, tr. Oliver Watson LOndon, 
'l:fe1denfoldtmd Nicolson, 19M), Pi:. 9'1-96. 
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l<"r~e Cit1, iilnd th,:~ r. for this as well lil:i for (.iOl!lEUtlc 

l'(;HlSOnS Poland <:H:mld not ;~gree t::l' "turn it OVl9r" to Germany. 

Thi? i)oles sUig~st(;)d ~ thoue::h,1 th.'ilt the Le~~gu€' (if t10ns 

::::1;a.tutt~ o{)nc~H"nlng Dan~ig be r0pl:loed by <,ij, Germun ... Po11ah 

tiglt1.~~n!u·~nt ~vhl{!b 'woul(~ recognize Danzig t~S '.i German e1 tl 

wh1.1e 1.E;rvin~ it free; the Polish }';ropostll ~r'n.lld have con­

tinued the Danl:1e;-Po.l1sh customs union. In U11s f1r3t 

l"(~pll to the GerB'hln Pl'oposala tne Poles mad~ no offic1al 

~nswer oonoerning the jly,tope.iM or l'($11wI.&Y, but Lipski 
41 

thouiht that his 5upt~r1ors :m1ght not Qb~&ct t~,) thf!'m. 

Between Ootober f 1938, and Janu~ry, 1939, tb(~ Ger!D~n­

Polish negQt1~t1ons ~;el"e in sus,pen.e. However, thE! Garman 

}i'orei,;ft Orfice !nus none-the .... le3:.i exceedingly bus,-. Mosoow 

and 8erlin a,rstfd. to reduoe uttacka upon one anotne.,: in 

the publio press. 
.tA W) .... ~ 

In D$cember, 1938, F'l"aneo-Ger1Ju~n d,la-

cusslons ~)rodueed iii. Decl:i.r~'1. tlon 1:1hlch, 1n t..~"! German V1'l'!l"', 

lfd€:'pended 1t on France d1ssoc1at1n~ herself from hfllX' if,~~$tarn 
4:3 

Hlllances. Wei zsiickor b0.11evedt howevf;\'l". thi't.t B .. onnet' s 

underitMdin~ of the I.jecl&l"ation 'Of December 6 wa-s."u1tliJ 

different from Ribbentrop'sj ~e1zsrok6r beli~ve6 that the 

F'ra:nco-Ge.rman talks of D~.H~~mb6r, 1936, :r~;rre$entlJd an 

4l Rlbb~ntrop, Pi) .. 99-100. 

42 Dewitt C. Poole, "Llght on Nazi Forel1n Polley," 
fQE't&~ Affairl; & yaeti2H WVtet!z J1I v'&t\t!., XXV. 
No. October, 1946 • p. 41. 

43 Rlbbentl'op, p. 92 
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effort on thEl pt:lrt of tr.HsFiihHl" to OOV{ttX" hlms\?lt in the 

West_ prior to Of;-W adV'lmtul'es in the Eal1t, just an in 1934-
44 

he had oov",r6,1 h1msiblf in the }~list. 

!t 1s '11ft'1cult. to nn,ieI"st,t-:miJ how H:1bbllntf'op could 

have thus Interpreted thH oriet Declarbtion of r;ttotuaber 6, 

19?58, unles~ in ths d1seus~1;Jns thelllBelves t$ome secret and 

as yet undlsclo5~d undt:,rst<~v.ndin~ was lCad~~.t or at least 

h1nted a t. In thfJ) D~clarat.lon 'the two powers decl~4red thf.tl:1." 

ofjlief t.h<'~t their mut.ual friendly r::;latioftlJ '''''ere (uuumt1E.l.l 

for thB *,cneral relice; that;. thll'lr'fJ: was was no tt1rrl tor1al 

question outstauolni betvnu$n them, and th~,t 1)nCh;;1'I~5 re­

solved 11,. ... without i,:1"'JJud1c~ to th·~1r s;~*cltitl relat10ns 

~ith third PO'iii'er$i> .... l't to oonsult tOlethsr whenever pf!U.l.Ce 
4:> 

seeL'ned to bf~ thrli5fl tEmed. 

The FranCO-Garman Decl!l.r'" tlon did nothing to :real!JJut"'e 

the Poles. of course, and on I~comb.r 17, 1938, Polish 

i\m'baa.$.adOI" Lulu.aiewicz, r~~pol'tlni from P;u"18.. tol\~ Bec;~:" 

44 

.... If thG actut)'l 81 tu'.'. tion 1s .umilyzed, tl"Oll 
a purt~ly r.;ollt1cal V16wpl,..')lnt" it must unfc)rtun­
fately IShQI,f. th" .. t n€tlthsr th5 att1tooe ()f ttle gov­
ernment l'(:pl'e8ent<:o by Eonnt:t nor among P&.rlla­
ta&nta17 po11tio1b.ns ncr in the preIs 1s there 
&ll1thina; tQ ind1cfi\tt~ tbf.'? ~ivlng of nefl', 'fital 



foroe to the f!llianc~ with us ••• in ease, for 
BOIIG1 1'"ei:U~on 01' oth€:rl'", France shoul:1 see he%"­
stllt f":>ro9d to cOtt/jil;y ~'l! th bel" obli,atlons 
to us ,qlS ~i l'tHHll t of th~1 al11<rt.neeth:xt il"oat­
er effort.s Vioul·1. be Dl{,,;(.ll! to b}'t~ak Cot ~!ay frOli 
them th:ln tl.} fulf1ll tti~UD. 46 

III 

In J~nU;;j.r1, 1~6~jI Bee.!'\. ::);cce~te1. an lnvitf~tl.on to 10 

t(.) ;)61"11n for <i resumption of l;Grltluo-Po11sh o<':)flverss--

tions. In the COi.il:58 of t.h(;hH'i discussions both Hitler and 

R.lbbantrOl) once mort'} ,Proro1s~l'd Beok t.hut tberH would, be no 
47 

ta.'t! ~SH'2mt.!J.A! in Dan~:ig.. Ribb~ntrop r~lt th;:;.t nThe 

rasul ts (of these ttl.lkS) lfH'.U-!'?, not partioularly t't.t'1COul"81-

ini, nlthough Beck's Httltude vr&~ not ~ilt(Je;ether l\sga-
48 

t1ve. Tt Beek belhrved 'th~~ t relat.1on. b€it""I~en thft t~o 
49 

countries romf.'.ineri sa t.is!'actol"Y. 

Toward tl1€: l~nd of J4:l.nu<Jil"Y von .Rlbbentrop '1~J.l!1 a 

friendly vis1t tel 1:'iarS!'iiW; ~j.:·t~".t"'~llrds Beck wa.sconvlnced in 

his own min.:! t.ha t gO'-Hi relft t1on.s batwefiJO (}er3Sflny and Poland 
10 

!!i-ould, as {i rf:.:!ult, b,~ $t.>l'~,I.!thened. Hltl(H' pa1d sp~clal 

tribute to the flrrm:uHss 01' German-Polish fl'i6torJahlp in ta 
61 

Heichsts.g spefach on tTl,;?: thirt.ieth or the .!.Iontb. In. rHality 

relJ:1.tions betw@"4:m thetYJo (;GuDtr1es surrer@d a sharp set­

back as %ii. resui t of' tXH:; lanu<,,;. .. 'y negotl& tiona, for F-oland 

46 Germany, Foreign Office, ll1!. ~'e.. ~ rg~fJ ~ ... 
Ii' h Po,JslsQ (L e" •. e !a. lh!. ~ 6D~-~ ~ .. ~. eft!! l~~wM . · IlAr~tn 9E1itW~ t=' ~owe ,Soskin and COllpany. . 0 

'7 InternHtional W111tary Tr1bunal .. III, 212 .. 

48 R1bbentrop, p. 100 •. 

49 Re!)ubllc of F'rcinee, 1f:£tnqtl Xt.1:),.!" Bg9k, p. 50. 

50 T'i-..f A fIr' 5'l._ItA 
~., ~·Y. V <io1"t. 

51 Offioe of Un! ted Stbtes Chltd' of Counsel fc;r Prosec",u­
tlon of Ax1s Criminality, I, 61i. 
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t.:)fr(rl"~jd t:; itI.U nn rur'th~r tc~-<'{al"d w-.eetln~tt.lf) Gl3r~~n pro-

posal. tb.an i.i1"omislng 't,(, ~t;fl;afle and $lm;-11fyll Gernutn tran-

si t througb POIJoN:l.nia; Polr.tn(";, ~'rould aons:t{.h:::r nQ "oorridor 

th.t',)u~h thB GorrlJo-r,,'r mJ i'Hitl)~uhJl or ral1,tHiY th~r{!' t.h,!,'~t 
5£ 

"ould be Germun ~)ror-<:lrty. i, no t€' "f CO rD i) l;;:, 11'l, t blii&n to 

Ul"I'fJep into (lerll~m:i1rlom\'lcy: von hlbbentrop lament.ad the 

tNHitment of the G:~rllwn mi.norit.1 in Poland, s,nd protested 

thN t th* !"f." .. Corridor hffr,Jnt(;i!t Gerllhan d1t;ni ty. n 11,tt~r 

tb.fl Jdnu~J.l'l vL,1t ~)f Vl)ll ;''\l&e!~ntrop to Y:iar·tulw the Fore.lgn 

U1nistcr consid>3r~,,\ th:.:.1i ~ Qt~rmH.ll-f\us$1an \lnde:r$t~mti1ng ba<1 
53 

beceme ineT1tabl~. 

In effect" i::·erman-P011.sh fie«!;otiattl"lns were dm~dloc~ed 

~~,ft.tl.r Januur7» 1.;':'3~, -.nd thH ta.lks "·:e're onCG ;tlorl!! in 8-

stt,te of 8uspao1liou i'lurlnli J'ebrU}H:',.. On f'obrual"'Y 1 ;~,mb&a .... 

ailirJ.or Lukaslf.n'1c?: rei,!).'te,j from P;;.rls ttl::, t FJ"\lS!ncb po11 tical 

oj,lnh111 had undergone a !;rofound chMle, tmt, he wltrned. 

It would. bi] ·:l.a.ng~rous and 1ncor Nlet to as­
sert th~i. t the French GovHrtlmOnt lilre",dy fully 
a;~pr(H.:1a t~ (s1c) th~r f!llJ.ance vii th Poli~n1 tffi'i 1s 
detel'm1n-5d to m~;!kd 1. t 1iln lm~:o.rtant cllf::'Jrl!'lnt in 
1tl! policy. }for 'thf~ til!lf)/ oif~ln,; it can only bG!' 
f4seertalned tlL'lt th.,3 Frenoh GOV~t'nment 'li'i:l1ch 
aVo!,!. try1nt t';J bin': i t~elf too Qia te,or1cltlly,. 
19 atHY;'llnlL goodw 111 ••• 54 

On February 19 Poll\ttl;.: c"ncJl.1tled !.l. trade ~irt,U!lment '.-:lth 

HUS51a cont~J1nlng the m()s t.-(,<l.vOred-Wi t10n cl'.H.lS€I -' an!'i 

5:i Republio of E·r.41c~ .. FreDg,l ~Zllow ~I PI. 5i5-54. 

53 R1bbentro" p. 101. 

54 Germsny, Foreign Office, Itle Ger,ul.lD :';t11£1t pap!!:, p. 40. 
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begki.n to explore the l'ollJt~lblllt.1 of iiiU entl:mt() it:l th Kum~.tn1.t1 
55 

and Jugosl$!lvla. t£ow.f.~rd th{!' ~;!nd of F'ebrufd'Y Count C1ano 

found Poland basiottlly anti-G~~l"m{m. but tjt.tll deii1oatf.~d to 

a policy of hhrmony th f)f:.n·11n and .stilI r.coss6ssed of 1.-
58 

per1allat10 a1m.s El11 h,:.n"'o1"n in Central Europe .. 

The German entl'Y into Praiu@, 1n Harch, an': the Oar-
67 

man ocoupation of towns cvv~;t.eil, by Poland fi.lrth~H· c.ollprGW-

lse!1 relat10nsbatween the two c,)untries. Lil'sk1 1nt"ormt~d 

von H1boEmtrop th~t the N~:el ~ 1n C~~&choslo .. ak1a wa&a 

010';1;' d1r~ct~(j ag:;;\1nst eolanr.t which ~el"lously atfecte-d rela-
~ ~ 

t1ona.. Pol(ind ordered partial mobl11z.at1on art ttu~t ti!f'le, 

t.lnd 1ts fear ot" G~rmany bE/came C!.~i lI.rent tCl fora1in rep.resenta-
60 

t1ves 1n Warsaw. 

On Karch :<1:1 von Rlbbantrvp onoe aaain took Uri tbe 

Germ~in dellmnds on Poll.'tnd, t;clling Lipski tt.&f'. t Hitler 'Was 

pre.pared to ,guarantee Polmndts frontiers onO$ the question 

ot' DanzIg and tnf,t r:\!~oRalm WiI\.S settled. Beck, Ui4H\\Dv?h11e, 

had been invIted to Berlin; instead he journled to London, 

55 Buell, Pl'. 349-550. 

56 Galeazzo Ciano .. £Ati ,(11¢iQO D'arI",:) 9-.li!ii; U}e ;:;0,-

m;,. ., d' d p&f:1r1es 2£ ~ Ga c l.Z0 '"'ia 0, I~-
":I.' . [''.£It; l'J2rei,gn A:t~, "Il. _I " ~jd. Hugh 
G baon, ntroduc t1i)n by tlumnor 'tie 1$ \, e-w York, ;::,)ublB-

". d ,', T 1 ~) ... £! ) .. 'Z II ':t 111:.. 1.a1 a.n \'"omp~n7, .l.ns., i;jH'tv, ,!,Jj;l. '..J""-~hJ It 

57 S.e ~boyeJ p. 96~ 

56 Internat10nail M111tHl'Y trIbunal, III, H15. 

59 Republic or Poland, Minis try fi.)r Fot'i#ign Atf<ilrs, 
f.ela,ah Wh1te ~, p. 70. 

60 Republic of France, rrt~n9h -X,jJ.2tt ~, ro,·). 94-95. 
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l>!h~re tnt'\! Bri t1~h GO'Vfil''fUZlent hH(J l . .t'OPOfHtd, a. ~f:,)t·m .. l dec-

lartt.t1on~ by :Sr1 t~in#~'r~:i.nce. RUBsir .. i.n'1 !'ol1:tnd t .\l,r.no\Ulclni 

tb~ immediate oH,nin,£uf ~.H30uss1,in. loox1.ni tO~7ard their 

collective :r~$1~tttne0 ~m; ttlreat to the independence of 
61 

(f.ny ;~:urOp€2;,n ~t,t~:: .. 

Ther!Cj cSln b'& n()'\u~~st1on b"r t.h~t tnc; G!:l::rmftn .... Po113h 

,;11scuss1ons f;nter~;(l & 01"i tlo{a.l sta.&e t1.ft~~r ;i,11"Oh, 1939. 

By tb~ Mel Qf tL~';.t !n'.)Dtb, iU .. bbt'lJ:ltrop cl1!iill'!$c. Lipski rV:l.d 

t\.::,l<1 him thb t ,pro lUl"SUe t.hr.: G~~r~Mn plana, in particular 

thGt t for the rl'!tur:n <Jt' '[;'I;\n::igt:> the neion, i&ny fUl°t-her, 
62 

:lH:taQS war 'd.th ?oland .. " 1'h;.1 ItJkl1anfi'otj:,1~n ;l.lnlst~r 

'.vl"ote tho, t th.;'t Folish itmbCISiHi.ctor in R.oIJ(~ t)lr) hb) t,h" t Po ... 

l"md woulr:, fi~ht 1!i!' the Germ/,iDS .follow th'~(ir usual 00-
63 

yielding prooedUl"~!,. If' n N"jle H~nder$on ll~"HH·te1 th ,. t trom 

lalareh on the (hJlrmanill began (J~:mc.ntratinr; troop. Md sup-

plies alon~ the f'iolisb frontier, and t.h.td;. thfn'~' 1IlH'US much 

t.1.1k in Borlin or r~cc!llst:ructing the old Au.tro-Hun~ii;.r1an 
64 

!.';mflra under tb& rul?i: ,::-f Bf.trlin .. L1rsk1 ttllt1g!';:;.pbed to 

Beck, on Ml'Iil"ch :-:1, th t !>",,~, thl\J G'8raUU15 lrH1Vl!,! det.:1t:led to 

e1 H1bb"lltrO;J" pp. ldl-10f: .. 

6f~ llU ... PI> lO~. 

63 Gl~oJ p. 56. 

64 Bevile H~:O(h:trson!. ~ • .lUJ:t~ .. ~ £it.:! ' l~lo;, ,', ,~~:r~+n' <:~t~*;:-l.Ui {Ker. York, v.t. Pu~n~'tm s .. ,on 8 , '0140 , i;1'. ':"" -,.,<,6 .. 
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85 
.::ar1"1out the1r rror;ram tl) th~i east with0Ut loss ot' title." 

L1pskl saw von Hibbentrop IOn Alal"oh;.ze. ~mrj f(tuud the 

a tmoupl'Htre 1n the G*rt'lHill i"Ql"f;l1gn Office very cold; the Ger-

mon demands on F'olttnd \"'€fr~ ~\ut t\~lr"';({l"d again, f.'Uld wIth !n-
66 

51stence. U:,l,t~r ill M~roh v;;.,n l!ol tke tol:.l the Humanian 

Ambat:Hla,dor in '·,ar!v;;.w tJlht th~; l""",turn of );xinl*,ig to the Cnr-

" ~H.n H<'3ich W8.3 "i!ibsolutelr ess.ent1al, n an(l l:,hat the }7'tml'er' IS 
67 

;;rt1st1Ie Wfl.S at .tal1:<':~. 

In .l!i lectur'd delivered ifiitMunloh, 1n 1943, (f$·nere.l 

Jodl stated: 

l"he bloodless soluticm of the C~ech con­
f11ct 1n the .;~utumn of li338 a.nd s; .. l'ing of 1:J69 
an;::' tl'H.\ 11unex,atlon t.lf Slovakia l"Qp.nded off the 
terr 1 to~·y of Gre~~ tar a..,rmanl in such n way th."" t 
1 t n{H~ beCrHle 1)(}s~'1blf.ll to oonsidsl" the Po11ah 
problem on thti h6.813 ot .or$~ or lee~ favor&ble 
atrate,lc 0rem1aes. 68 

The fir!~ t dOCUftH,nt.arj t.'v.lchmce for rlanned Cerml~ 

mi11 tar)" s,{;gI'a'ss1on a.gain$t f)olan<! dates ~rom .(!)1"11, 1939. 

On the third or ths month :a. "Direct1ve for tbe Al'"!Ded 

F'orces 19i5l1-AU!1 waa issued b;.' the Oen('ffi H1gb Command over 

Goneral Keitel's si~naturft.. p&.rt II of that document 1s 

nCtUHJ -,','bite," co~:le fU1.tt1tJ- 1':'<:;..1' th~~ oreration ; .. !~inst ?olar}'d .. 

65 Gr1gore Bafoncu, ~as~ f'ays 2!. ~;:urore: A P&plog;n t.lq 
Jgutne;r J.o. lig9 , .2l. GriK":r~ Gaf(Jpgy, form't B;Qmo.n1a; 
M1A&8t(~r W. F'Q£21&n Att'tl and ltlba!!aJ.tor !2. Hus­
~, :r. £. Fletoher-Al;~n N&w Haven, Yale Unlver­
iIt1 ?ress, 1948), p. 4~. 

66 l.21\l.., r • 44 .. 

6' ~.J p. 4b. 

68 Int~rr:l!~tloni~l Ul11t.f1:ry 7:rltn,mal, III, 1'11 .. 



Ilt 

To the provisions of neat>61 Ifihite"the FUhrer persona.ll,. 

attached three addenda, ordering th~t military operations 

must be r'lreparerl to be-iin any time after Septem~er 1, 

oa111n& for a precise t.1me-ta.ble, 87l1chronls1ni. all three 

forces! and requiring complatl':,;n of the entire plan by 
08 

]jay 1. 

On Apr1l 6, 19':<)9, the unilateral British guarantee 

to Poland was transformed into a 1'"ecl~lroeal, bilateral 
'10 

utSrel1tment, and the Franco-Po11sh All1ance W,.l.a cont1l'1Ded, 
71 

with mutual a1d a&ainst agt:,resslon being promised. On 

the seventh Italian troops occupied Albania, and on the 

thirteenth Br1 tb.ll'l " and Ji'rance extended. guarantees to 

Gl"(~t'lce an(l Rumania, a,.mi On the sixteenth to Dennm.rk, 
72 

Holland and Swltzerland.Mean'io\ihl1e, on April 6 von 

R1bbentrop told 1180 that fI ••• roland must give way and 
73 

accede to deman,,1s which we cannot renounce. :JOn the 

eleventh, v,:hen signing the "Dlrect1"e for the .Armed 

Forces 1939-40" in its final form, Hitler wrote that quar-

re18 with Poland shoull.i be avoided " ••• unless Warsaw 

cht~~e bel" present policy and (ttiopt a threatening att1 ... 
"4 tude. n 

69 Interw*tlonal Military Tribunal. III, 216-21'. 

70 Jolm w. Wheeler-B~nn8tt, Munich. f£9il!tY 12. :1',,017, 
(lew York, Duell, Sloan andearoe, 4 .. p. 37 • 

71 Rlbbentrop, p. 103. 

72 Wheeler-Bennett, p. 377. 

73 Republic of France, Frengo Yal~,(rui~, 9. 118. 

74 Otf1ce of United States Chief of COunsel tor Prosecu­
tion of Axis Criminality, I, 622-623. 



" On th~~L same oQcas:i.c;n t!h:! l"Uhrer :also wrotl1:3 

I shall liiiY down 1n ,::4, later dirBct1 va ttl" 
futul"f:t tasks of th(l Armed }I'o1'083 Iltld the lB." .... 
pua t10ns t;) be made in aecox-:lanee ttl these 
J:u. lW1 9QW.1!lg~ 2i..tt;! I.!l..t. 75 

On April 19 taB t.ourin, fulmCi<.r:i,\ln dirlomut, Gr1,ore 

G~tancu, was told by Hitlttr th:itbl entering tnt;) the 

netT uIKlerstandlllil wi th Br1 t~in 1J.nd F'ra.rlce Beck hAd 

!( ... j.olned til: \f1th tbf:J ~¥e#t,l'l and had ffseale1 ill, own 

'1' tate.1t On th1ti oc:.:a.8il)n lUtl.l!!lr a~$o stated th£\t GermJmy 
'f? 

wantod the" return of het" colonies. and bo~sted, Pl1 10-

tend to 0xto-nd tho Gorman Helen to 1 ts M t\u."l:11 11wl ts , 
78 

[~"'nd no $or~ ... " It Jl.d~t li dii.l"y lii!'c\\r11er yon H.1bbentrop h~;I,d 

11'1 

told Gatencu th1.~'t th~ Helen h,;ld tiilr~ladl l'eaoh~d it~natu,.-

a1 rront1.rs~ tbUt~ t'111ln,; its vital iabtaariUf and want­
'19 

ea only to c;;.nso11d~te and de'V{!lope it5 "a.vire." A 

re~'f days later GOring told th(~ Rumanlentbtiot Ger&&n7 fully 
80 

in tended to recover its oolon1es. ~'J. ther H1 tler t s ai<;tGs 

w~re not fully aprralsed of' h1& lnten'tion& or Gl1ffiUCU. at!. 

so many others, 'l1'&S 11ed to in Berlinl 

On hig way to Gerfl.:';.tf.l Gafenou had !"OfiS.i:led across .Po-

lund and sroken 1ttlth Colon~l beck. Galene'll'. record of 

75 International }r1ilit~~r1 T:ribunal, III, 217; italics mine. 

76 Gatencu, p. 72. 

77 lW,., p. 73. 

18 I211.j p~ 74. 

79 ~., p_ 5v.w 

80 ~.) p. 63. 
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Beekts remarks iiw.keg a ... "1. int~rt:~at.ing comparls'.:>n with bis 

recur'" of' tl!i3' !.\t;.l.t;aments .of thi!~ Ger~n le'lrJ.t)I*s. Heck 

told Oaf'eneu td:U~.t, If!'hile be bad <llways b~~n mora sympath­

etic to the t. thJ5\n 't-o G6l"'m~.n1, the ?.faot of Janu(i~l"" 26, 

19~:S4, aoquired tls!'ecl,@.I sl&nU'ioance" from tria. nafflnl-
81 

tie:> of thout[;ht\' betwec~n himself [;inri t.he :Nfl!!!.1 1I3'i/iersh1p. 

B(:,,(~k !i(lml tt..ed. th;;tt lv..;l" f;.nd tht~ Nn.::ti lE\'a1~rB htd had an 

understan(1int tt) 1'1-11:':111 tu te thHll' mutufll ~I)C&:r!·e troll 
e2 

i'the complicatlontl of t.l:H~ n~n~,.n proeeedure. ff Theto11sh 

'F'o:r~~1gn M1n1B tel", t'iw~111, reaf! ll",lHird that tI If theytou.eh 
83 

r;anz1g, it m~r.t.ns ~ar.n 

On A.:)1"11 :';8 Chr.Uloel1o,1." Hlt1~r appt)"lred before th~ H~1ctl­

st:1i to an.wer Pl'esid~nt h088-&velt's peuctll &'1 i;t!icil. In ttu:¥. 

course of his addret"lS tho l"wu,"er saw as th~ anti problem 

wi th Poland th!". t desandf)d i:\n illmedlate solution the quea-
N 

tlon of Danzi,. Once aguln Ultlerpropoled a oomprehen-

sive German-Polish settlemtmti it was, basically, identi­

cal to the ~'un1que, magnan.1mou8 Orrftr~ of October, 19t'18. 

'me }I'Ubrer round Poll:iind' s rt;~JElctlon of h1sproposa.1s nin-
85 

oomprehenaible." 

81 Gafencu, p. 29. 

812 ,bl:d., p. ~,r.::. 

8a 1S1i., p. 41. 

84 Ba1Iles, II, 1629. 

85 ~., p. 1631. 
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On tha t same day.. Air,r 11 ~a, 1939, tha nerI!Wl't Foreign 

Off1ce handed 4\ memorandum to Upsk1 term!n.¢:\. ting the G~rman-

Polish agrf:i0men't ot: 1:t1~4; irounds for this action \lias liven 

as belnr; Pol(:ind's agr'aefllient "'lth britflin.. this agreement, 

said the Germans, amoun tre(.~ to aCCtcptM1C-e 01' poli t1cal 0011-

g~it1onl towards f) thil·d f,lowar ~~b1Qb, in 43I't'eet,untlaterally 

breached the P~ct of' lli1i54.. Add1 ti<"1Ual German Ir1evanC8s 

'FIiere Poland'!!I l"€ject1on ()t' th~ l,rO[)OS4!Ki. Dan;?,i., settlement 
88 

and 1. ts reJection of (1good n~ighb(}r-11 rela tiona. ff 

By Kay tht-! mul:'e s005i ti ve ,'!firS bad detected the aounr:ls 
Ji 

of 'War. Polish j~mbt;issad.or Iliiem...wf.l., :leore(Ut~d to Rome" tt11(j 
87 

(jiano th.;;:.t he ~~;:l:ls1der£:lc'i ';t(l-T ln~v1t~'l.ble. Nevil~) Hend ..... rson 

c::>ns1deredth{l:! t the Ger$>::~n3 had beuom(:'t I.VlEi.Jtuilnt in their 

v.tews, tUld that "',m.!.y H;;;HJK coulf~ reopen to cleof' on n~got.ta-
88 

tions. 'l.'hJ!" so-o"';llled titi ttl13 Sobmundt It81'ort,1'I -w.blah 

1s und.ated, r>9:vealli th£at by !fay ~3S the r~al issue at stake 

wa s not Danz1g, bu t t.h~ ex.t.$!J.a1on of tha Gel'"m~':\n WtRElD.10\!JU 

aQcordlng to thL~ Efvld~llce Hitler recotrn1)l;ert, by Miay, that 

the .?o11$h problem (:l'nta11ed wa.r with tt.e 'i;Qt)t. but that he 

nevertheless aetermin6d to att~c.k Poland at the first OPPOl"-
89 

tun1t'li 

86 R1bbentror., p. 100. 

8? Clano, p. 82. 

58 Hendol"son, p. 24.3. 

89 Int~rnfjt1on&1 til11t8iry Triburuj,l, XIV, 37-:58. 
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The 'Littlti Schmundt l\ny{)'rt" carries 1ntfiilmal (;11'1-, 

denee tb", t tiu~ Nazi 1~[i.det'sh1p foresaw So p"H~a1ble dela1 

of trOll f1f·teen to tWf.I!nty ;y~ars in th0 8ettl.ment or the 
90 

IfPolisb Problem., If Bu t j td'! £l.lready n'J tad t the' t l'epo~t 

'itU.t.S undated., Other evidEH10e lndioa t •• , beycald !l. doubt, 

tht<.t b7 tht') spr1nl) of 193~ tht) Reich Government wa.s full, 

detel"m1n$:j upon an :lJl'jj'$6<Uiii. te st)ttleaent, s:.it1sfl1ng all 

Germm dem.ands ,~yen f\.t. tilt: cost 01' war. 

L'Ur1ng tne l:nlllmlfH' of 1939 th;?i Germ·MAny cIrcles 
:.11 

st,'~tad th.'~.t ~\n ttUtWin lnv~~slon. of Poltmd "'tiS oertain. 

A t that tlt:)f.i GG;nerl:Ll K~ll t@l fu,11 th~:.t even th~ d,'§~te for 
n~ .. .! ... ~, 

such an Soot/ion IHH! Of.HHl tiet. On AUI'USt 11 Count Ci&l'1o 

asked vo.n a1bb~ntt'o;: :l.f' GermtAny wante(! the Corridor 0'," 

DMZ!,; .klbbentrop nn$w~1"f.)d, "Not any lltoril .... W$ 1f~nt war. It 

Ho, 'l';h11$!! trla torture<'J. d1~'lom'lt1c maneuve:rln,s of the 

last c.rlsi:.. rr;ero mlid.ntalnlni at least a hop~ of peae., 

Ultler bad ~pp~rentlr ~lrt;;&d;y determinetl upon war, unless, 

of course, h8 oould by s;)ma la.st minut;:~ stroke of fortune 

win !iUlotne r lIunlch. 

00 Au,u~t 2~ the FUhr@r o~lled tOietber hl~ m111-

t~r1 captains, to t£1Vi:: t.hem <:\, ~,1~oture I..)f the politIcal 

90 Intttrnbtlonal 1il1itary Trlb'tmal, XIV .. ~"-3S. 

91 '~'t.l&.B.ck.er.. p. 189. 

92 C1~mo, -p_ 5~7. 

93 Intern~tlon.'d ii1.11taryl.'r1bun~1, IV, &87. 

95 



situation. l1f'1i th1~~ meeting Hitler said: 

It 'JY'&.S olear to .t~ thi1 t !.\ conflict n1 th 
Poland had t;o come sooner or lHter---1 had 
already ~ld& this decision in the S$~r1ng ••• 1 
"#ant~d. to tlf.ltablish ~n aeoel:,t.~ble r~;1t:~t1on­
ship V'>i th PO~~llli; iti4oJOdtU' to flihto first 
aga.1ns.t the h'e~t .... 

121 

lrhe words l'1n or(l~r to fi6ht first agains tthe 'Iestll $trong-

1y suggest th,,, t eVe-n bt!.d, G~rm,:iny bf;en nbl+:1 to rf~Allze ~fl.n. 

"'aeot~ptable rel;'.>tionship· with ~:"ol.%md, If thBt eountl"Y ?(oul,i 

nSY6rthelaas ni~:ve remaln~i on Hitler t s 111$ to 'Of potent1al 

vioti1l.. This conjecture :l~ 51 \fen cr~tlEmoe by til at-atement 

z:ide by Hitler in Nov(~mbfu:') HM9: 

.... 1: have d~)ubted. for a long tiaiilwhether 
I should strike in the 96.!it 4\00 tben in the 
weat.. Basically I did. not organize t.he armed 
forces not. to strike. :rh~ decisiQn ttl strike 
yas always in me.. :2:arlier ox' latel' I wanted 
t{') sol v+! the problem.. Under ~relsure i t'tftU 95 
deoided thf~t tbe eat,t, 'm~s to be i':.itthe1l:ed. flrst. 

Hitler'S final M::t ot' pra~.:a.ratl()n for the 'f\ar rdth Poltmd, 

a "',,"I" whlah. he finally kne'N, '"1'ould lH"oiLibly mean wal"w1th 

thf~ t~$st, 'Hili tbe:~ conclusi:.)n of' & n()n-tlg~re5$1on pact liilth 

St)vi~t RusSia .. 

The l"t:H:t.;:ons which lllij<311ed Hi tlel' to '<lf1ter into ~.n 

agreement with t.nr.;; ;lovi6!t Union can I.)nly be su"tld Std • 

. ~.mong th~ CH.US~S, oertninly, ~'(~sthe l"6ifusal of t!l~' 'r1~$t 

to a/:i\t)JU4~ him tmy i'urtber; rltF~n dl"e;A.!Ds vi hei61110ny in 

central and Ea$t~rn F.u;ro);e h~~j. in 1939, finally aroused 

Britain IUld F'rim.cllli to ,~lw:i.l .. lingne8s to f1fSbt.. 'roo, Polandts 

94 Intarn,r1t1onal Ml11t".try Tribunal, II, US? .. 

96 Oft ice of Un! t~d. Stii.\ tas Chief of Counsel tor ?:ro­
seaut-1on of Axis Criminality. I. 152. 



adS£tw.nce 1nd1eatedthat a piacelleal destruction ot' t.ba t 

country 'll'!as nt)t to be c(,ns1der.d. Oer.ft'W.B7 ha<l 01 th~l' to 

aband.on her demunria:l or pursue thea 8t the ~ost of iolna 

to 'f'ar. Apparently JiO'·h.~il tthe v·:€tst was un'<'dl11n, to give 

Hl tIer, St;~din woul,;i, c',:;ne0f'i~.. :l":be nvn-il~gre5s1(Jn f'ii't(~t 

122 

Ii'itb Russ1a, moreover, !lH1:aut tb,at. a l"~.p:1tltlon of th.e two ... 

front ~&r of 1914 could be avold~d .. 

It 1.s imposs1ble tel tltace htu'e th$ N~al .... Sovlet neso .... 

t1t~l,;lons l{;;fadltl, Uy to tn~ PliiO't, vf August 26. Rlbbentl'op, 

ti.~ .!iHll\@n, tkou,bt trHlt th~ f~11ur~ of his January talks '\'fI1th 

tbt'l Poles lIiH1e somesuoh understandlni id. th Moscow' inevl t-
gl 

iibl~. Stalin, in th~ sfirln, of 1939, h{~d in ~l public at1-

drass remarked th:" t ev~n v'lo1~"Jlt 1deolOtrlcQl d1rfi$l'en.ce~ 

between goverM(mta n~.d not prevent th~lr f.'ract1cll1 co-
97 

operation where t.h~y h~{l co_on lntt:yrests 1n common matter&. 

By Julr 27 a Sov1(i)t "epr6'fHJnt!Ott1ve had a&re~~ ~1th 4ft 

official or tha G&rll?4n f.'or~dl!.D Orfioe thj~ t Pan.z!g should 

l'(3'turn to the R~1ch ,mi~ th'.t th.'ii 0.01"1"1101' 1iUmt:il, somehow II 
98 

shou11be settlEid in Germ,my' 5 (1,\vo1'. 

H StUf ~bove, p.. 11:J. 

91 Pool., p. 141. 

96 Car.any, f'or~1in Orfle~, 1An.-~ Ila~=~::, .93i­
'Wi = 1bJ. ~1ytl2t e Q!l*g&D "N.­
!W'.a t· at) ~s,r.A Rl: ~ DJt2§£~men;J; if eil t!h 
fila... 1U)onr.i'""James SonttAt, uno' JruDfUl Stu~l"t Bedd1e, 
Inttreductlon by Jame::. r\e~!jt0n (Ney# York. Didier I n.d..)) 
p. 3441 



lil~ 

Tha ultiIH1.t" fate of PolM'l'l 'Nas mO:N~ th£!.rt h.1nted a.t 

1n the ftSacret i t1on~ll Pro tQcol tt to the Gt'llrm;''kn-~~ovi~t 

'Non-alll"l?sslon ?~ot of ,o;,'u~ust.t 1:;1;)9. This protocol eon­

talns the fol1olfdul.prov1s1on: 

1~ ... In tl1.~~ event of fi t":l,rr1tQr1~1 ;"'llt.! poli­
tical reaJ:NUlgHment of t11(j ;U["JtlA belt)ng1ng to the 
Polish stol!lt€; th~ sf,b.erf.'tS ot' lnrlut1n~e or (;ermany 
llnd the U.S.B .. H. sh:~ll be o,:)unded t;\1;r·rox:1rof~te11 
by the linf'j of thu l"1 V'~r5 ;NUl"6W, 'i1stuln and Ban. 

The question or wbetlltu' thtt lnt"'}1"fe&t 01' both 
parties llHlk& desirebl~, tht9 B1f1.1ntu1ntmce of inde­
pendent Po11$l"1 state t1.1'1d hoy' such §l 8 t(. til should 
be bounded can only be d.ef1nitely d$t\<)l"tlilned 1n 
tor:;!' course of l'urth13l' fJ011c1cal develorments. 9t 

\'111 thin a f$lw weeks Polillnd W&.!S overrun by the r'fa'hr-

ms..ch f, .an::i the Red Arm1, ,:~nd th~ third. Rei ch .sat abOut. 

imr,o.ll1ng a tllflW Order t1 upon mos t of thtit unht1.~'tk"Jr l"t.nd. 

as Gor •• iny" f'l)re1in Ottlee, ~-Sovle,t B241~t4ons, F., 78. 



~.hlmmttry ~,illd Conclusion 

The re-cr!;'lat10n 01' 2o~L:~r.r~i f,'. t the fm:.i of th~.: First 

\,,\;o1"1d tt~ar was efftJet~d at grH{;l,t;. ocst to IJOl'l'tE;,!l11 Danzig, 

~ Germ;;;.n to~n of vital imrort~u.''lO(' to ;~ol~nc as. ~n 1n­

de1'~ndent 01 tl, W1:iS det~u'b~d trom tne h~lchi thfJ Corri .... 

(1()l", POlll.nd.'s D,venu€: thz';> Baa, c:ut Germ:my in t·,;~oJ 

UPFEU' S11esl~ ",,[U~ (~i v1cfvl t'll.:ms l1nes unfair to G-ermfUlY, 

and" as aresul t oi' ttll this, lit l&1rae German m!nori ty 

Wh~ lei't stl'anderi Dnhln!1 tho to.r!,;~;H·S or th'iZ' new P':ll:Jn~;. 

?:£u::h of th~Hh; t'hcts gt.v,;: I'lsa to ;:.. s~;rlous prQt11EiJ1, ~'i,nl~ 

for these pr<;.'}blems no 1:i;i:i'.lceful flolutlon W8.i ~ver found .• 

Polish j:l{)li!)y ;;,!·~t5 une::)flltH~Omls1n£ in its (i~t""rm1na­

t10n to 1I!':1.1nt·11.tn th{;: t",i'ritorLil $£:,*'ty$ ~ nearly all 

e leraont!ll in GtH'mtmy ,eH)l'e dedlca t~d to a policy of .r€!­

vi5ion of the trsE1ties. 6inoe neitber country av~l" 

,,'avered trom its pollcr)' the tTO powers w(n"~ n0V€.::' able 

to enjoy truly n:;rmal I'Jilll, ti:ms.. l1ut, during th'J ye;(;lrs 

1£4 

of tb~ jfieima1" H~!.'ubllc Germ:;;.nj' i:osssssed neither the w111 

nor the lIH\H:~ns to USI!} force <?l.tj;aiu:s t PQ1~m(i. nw l'ising 

1ftl.tlonsl Soo1u.llst movemHot, hO"!lIever, had n.o Jlfj,tlance \!Iitb 

the rae1t'ie rolley of tn/Ii RejAlblic. li&%11&11 wa1't P05sf}s~$d 

of an lntull.'ently 1m:; E'rialistic ~~n<i ttPu"tial ideology; its 

l'i;H~ to power in Germul1Y in 196.3 aUiur~d 111 for Polt1.ni. 

The for®lgniJollcy lnx;'1101t in Nat1c1nal bocl~];11~t 

Ideology 'jI,Ia~ th:d;, of i.l sU,!'J.rl()l" r:loe, c.;i.l;;.tained by un 
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If 

absolute Fulu"61' I entl tled b7 reason or 1 ts tn~perlcrl ty to 

other peoples to the acquisition ot Ittl.Vi. at their 

expense, wvl ooed18nt to DO moral law. to no coaitralata 

other thaa Hi tlel" t s inJunction to serve Germany. This 

~o11c7 entailed I1ber9.ting Germany from the restrictiQns 

imposed u'Pon 1 t by th~ post-First 'Fior11 War t1"eEit1es, 

the integrat10n of th.e !4ty,$-set.j'tM into the Reioh, and 

then expansion to the East. This Nazi foret,n pollcy 

waS never changed. HOlfever, the relatIons of tbe Third 

ReIch with Poland went thrOutb thrt)e clearly distlnlulab-

able phases. 

Froll 19~;\J until well into 1936 th~ Ha~d attltud«1 

towl1rd Pol::i1nd "as frankly bostile and aggress1ye. Feder.s 

P~rty program, wrl tten in lil20, called for an eXIHlna10n ot 

German frontiers to lnclu1je German minorities y"lthln the 
1 

Reich. Xtm1 of Hitlerls earliest spe*ohes 'if.re devoted 
2 

to caa'1gating the settlement with PolAnd. l!Wl &em~ 
D 

contained a. tacit denunciation of Polandts very ex1stenCt1J 

this runda~r.mtdl Nazi [i,ntlplthy to Polan':i was Y{~ry voc,llly 

Axpressou ('1.11 through 1. the 19~O's and during the first 

montils of Hitler's rule in Germany. Then, beg1nnlnl 1n the 

S j)ring of liM,.) J German rala tione \\Vi th Poland. entered a new 

1 See above, p. ;~O. 

2 Bee above, p. 8. 

3 See above, p. 54. 



phase, 1nt~mded to h,111"UHJnize id 'CD. trAer fi.€ich t s fight for 

Hequallt)"1V ~~;1th til.;!;l ot..hf:r' powel"s. 

lL'8 

~r:be stru8,1~ r<>J:' equLlllty \fIni', essentially, a .trug-

gl€! to trf.11? O"l"ilHJ,ny from th~ lim! tl:i tiona pl!1i(~wi upon 1 t 

a t Ver&l111~:t$.. In this OiUl},l1l1"n Bi tllitt' <\\lltlcipa tad pos-

s lble resistanc(', on trH1 ;iart of ttH) V'e:at, anrl tharefore 

he peroeived the ne fv'S: rrote.::t.1n, hlbJ1H~lt" in the ~~alt .. 

Th(~re1n If;~y thE: basic callIe for tlht uel'mr:Ul £""&'progbtl!Qt 

'pith Poland, d.nd uf.ldsr the pl·oti'.ilctlon of this Wlderstand-

ing VJvl th 1J'arSti\\' Hi tIer r~¢ed '/iel$t, seewt;\d1.r.\6 trom th~ 

D1sarmaaent COnfnrl!ll(,;~ <i.n(j from th{;"{ Le,igufl ot N'i tlofU, 

real"mlna GerlHJJl1, and t'ln<;1,lly, In lB36, r0f1d .. l1t;:trl1:1na 

t.hG' Rh1nel::l.nd If Hi th the Rh1n,~land .9£!lUl the fuhrer ~a.a 
4 

i.'i.ble to proclaim thi1;1 stru,gl~ fot' Germa.n equallt.y ';,.>on. 

In 19t:"7 the ('t01"mun m111 t1:iry leB.'1el"S N~r~l! ).tbl~ to 

r<:~port to th'.:J'ir Fiihr~l' th~1 t th(!! (,e1oh n.f:;~Ii',Fi f~'~"l' no 

tt",lolc, th.~t th~ ;;otent1fil r,,~.s ')1' Germany 1;;;ckf.1d both 
5 

the will Md thf:: l!iEtf',IlS to tight. Hitler then d~clf:le1 

that the time hi~t: come to lnt~~ra.tf! t.htro U'!iJ;!k$ghtu! I11tO 

the iteich and to pr€lrgre for e:X.i.:anal,jn tnt') tho (iilrman 
6 

J;("beAs£aYI in UH~ l.",l£j t,. 

4 !See aboY@, p. 81 .. 

5 See above, p. 98. 

6 See above, Pi .. ~9-100. 
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Tb3 ;\uatrl~n J\RI9UlUsl., the lUmeut10n ot the ~)'Udet.tp}n 

German ~u"e£;;,s of C·;:.ect.h'51ovakls" linG of ~<Jm~ll 1"fJ):,rcsilut.ed the 

g:,th~r1ni or the !:tl1&t!:;ih:tUll into ttle ftfolUab stf.\teJ 11 

thp:tUl de t10ns ll'~rii ex~mple5 of iU fr.d'~.':.ae-~tHtJ"1 f 8!SlW!Sbf 
, "I 

.Llperla11MNI, but t.h*lY 'i,"·tU"~' 0.11:10 aatu i}!"ep~ratQI'Y to the 

c.wnqu4tst of" It!b.!j..n!r:~l!If; !be t~Ug tr:1~n QOJ.lQ h~:lp6d preptH'~ 
8 

tha "'NfJ,y for thi!) ~1s.~';.ftul t UpOD C;-:6'crtoslov;~ 1£181, (find. that, in 

turn, ~ad£: p08:.;,101e tho; (:i#.Ht.r~~~si()n ~ti.n111.liSt. ?olrii.nti; Hitler 

bO<~t~ted, in ~lov;~mb(1rll 19~1)9: 

The nil4<t .~tep was boba.lll, MO.l"hV1a ~~nd Po .... 
lllnd ••• ",.It ~l5/a.$. olear t<:) !Iii': f'r.:)w th~ t"irstmom."nt 
that I could not be s;. ... tlsfi.(,i W1ttl tb~ ;;~:udeten .... 
U"1"CHUl te:rr 1 tory.. Thlt t NlUJ onl,.- a ;:'l~ll"tla.l Jolu ... 
t1t.'m. !'he decision to march into Bohemia ~a$ 
made. 'lll\~r.a followed thlt erl'Jctlon of tl"H:~ Pro­
tectol"St te ~nd ~" i th tlVi1 t tl}';:: t.Hud.s tor ~1f£.> !'lction 
a&&.inat ;')olt'ln'i 'Wi.., la1.rt .. 9 

Hilt unt1l rJl(r V€:fry mOl}f"nt ,~H·£·iv&'l for prf;;s.iint his {'t1w;;;;.nr !1ll 

i)!:on ?ol~n<i Hltltfr n;:~~d!1: t,() lH~e§.' Europf:> d1vl::1~d.. Polish 

neutrality at th,} tim:~ ()1' th~ AI;.strian crisi$ rn::i.tured into 

h)11sb coll~ibora tlQtl 1n aggre~.lon at thf) t1m~of t.h'3 

G:",!'!ch orisas. il,ll ttd.$ \1tl11,:" Hi tIer S()del'o to be playing 

ff;;araaw's g;.~me; he sl1;,!~;ort6dJ;1I1thin 11mll;..u, :!\)11sb i·::l1kr:rl­

t111s tic fAmbi tlons, hE-! ot ':.lci;:t11y 1inorori tr4<':1 $1 t;u', tiQn ot" 

th;;~ (ierman minority in .(J.oi:!.nd, ;:m·j lH r(:-p€'ik~tt~·),11 al~;~dlr~!l 

'1 Ser;t ii-hove, pp .. 47-48 .. 

(3 See above, ;..::r .. 91 ... 9;2. 

8 orf1oo Qf United ~itatt!J! Chi~l.· of Counsel for Pro­
secution ofAx1a Crl,~n~11 tYI .hz.1 ~~;".ragl !.111 
fi'Ut,.19A,8 vol.s •. \Wasbingtciii;-1in te States 
PlI'1nt1ng africa, It146), I, 683. 
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the Poles tha t h,-;. \}'roulr~ n*ve1' htteUirpt tc usn fCl'ce in 1"6-

vis.1on of tihe Geritll~n-F'olls.h fl'l.:m.tier;,i. 

Rhen, f1n}.J.lly, H1'tlt~1" ma;1.e hi9 de:C:.klnds u;::on Poland 

they &P;ioG,l"ed to be reli~i.tively modfJst ones. 'fbe FUhrer 

c.4.11od. for the r(z ttu~n of DJ.U1~·~1g t:) tht~ li.~?1Ch, and rQ~ 

tin irlut2bi~,bn ,Md rl~11tl-i'f:l.1 dCrO:iL t.ll~) COl"l·ir:ior. As the crisla 

developed it SI{;$Uil~Ki th':J>.t Dan:::.1.g w~s th~ ls,g,ue. In l"e&l-

tty, though, Hltlii~:r'5 i{~1oh w~s seekIng to 1"!i'lt!t.li~e a ful­

fillment or tlH~ eXpansionist po11\11 contbl.lne<i 1n its 1deo-

10lY. On )t1'}1tY ~1.5 J 19a;.3, two months after the cri:sls b .. "-

<!Hmf.l acute, and mQ:r~~' tJ:li'~n thre~ months bei"orf! t,ht3 st;·trt <)t 

the w~r J Hi tl>:l!)." told (;f;r1ng, e1", K01 t{;l, m".t:i 0 th~H'S, 

thut 

Dan~li 1s notth.s subl~ot of the lilspute 
tit all. It i~ f", (~uestion of Etxpan,jlne; our 11v­
ine Sil <1Ce in tho l':,JI.l3t. Tht$r~{~ is, tl:ufre~f('H ... e, no 
Question of sr;\lrlng P'ol:~nd, nn1l we a:t'e l~ft, v.ith 
the deoision tv att.i.ck Pol.IiAnd at the EH'Jl.r11eat 
OPl}Ortuni ty to 10 

On .;Ut;ust :~:~:I 19~~19J :.~hll.e l&st minut() neJgotiatlon& 

"I>1!eri;l still unctElr WfAY:I Hi tlel"z,olr.l his gonerals: 

Da:Jtruotion of ?oli~~d 1s in t.fH, foreground. 
'l'ha tilm 1s th~ ~llmini!:d;.ic'n i)f 11 vin6 forces, not 
the ~u·l·lv.t'i.l i;\t a ¢e:rt~lln .line ... ".Ha've n,) pit)". 
Brut.".l al;;.t1tudia-. Ei,ht;y million f,(;;ol::.le shall 
get ·~h:a. t in t.heir r1 tsht• 11 

10 Iftt6rn;~ tlon~~l 'Mili t.ury '1'l"lhunal,. 41". ,1a. :t t,he._ .. Ml'qor, 
WIl ~ ~. pefor~ ~l€ fa1erD8t~on~~ j11*i~t¥ I~l-
....... lIaoOaiiolJ!>' :'2 vo $ .. {NrdJDberg, (hn":!lk1.ny, f'~ecr~tl:.r1}~t CI 
the. nt.}rnr;.tlonH.l r~i11t"H'Y Tribunal, 1849), III, 1:?6. 

11 1.b1'1., II J t.:90. 
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In th1s ord~r tc his mill t;'lrl ohlefs Hi tltn: r€"~'11e(1 

clearly his ec'nt:tnuin~ t"levotl<m t., thl';~ }Ii;, ti(;m.t).l Social­

ist th~o:ry of mor~.li ty " 

On6 h,~:'; i.;uIy ti.) Ci,)HSi1''tar thl:i f'i.',t!i:~ .01' (~:ii4;·~ue.red 

i>oland: to re~ll;~e th~; -&Ktl"e:meJ3 l?;;vhichHltl!1·r w1)nt to 

fulfIll thll;1 obj~t;!tl! his r<n"f~ 1 gl'l 1)01101 \I'd. th 1"~ I a1">1 

to t.h~t country;. 'Zhe:JI 1'our ',"f'!U$tli)rn ;1I'ov1nll;!Ul w~.rt.:! In-

eOr~iOr1!itect into ttw Ch, th0 OOv~Jl"ruD@nt G6'nnl"f,.l 1n 

(!{mtr,al Pol,; .. n,j 'N.'if) ;)ut nn,j€lT GtJrlMn m111 t.~r:r <:;ocupat1onj 

pltms tor t.h(', thot'(mgh Q~rIH' .. nli',~tlon of th~ annexed ~r'l$as 

inoluded thft derQrtatlo.n of tlHlI Pollsh int:t111g(JntlSil!l J 

Jaws, ~md :.iis;:>ic(ents to th~ Goverll!ll1eot G~ntH·.;}.l for avent­

u.~~l ;~e11m1n.),\t1;;m,H th~J o,)n,fi$c::~t1on of ?olish prop~u'tl, 

the Sftl'pllent of Polish land-,)t"'fie'f'S to (I·ermany £AS farced: 

1 c;t or;} r aI's , and t.hf~ sett11.n& of: Germ;:lll 0010.D1s ts on Po111>.h 

l,in.ds.. ~'11 thin ttl~ Oov~H:nmen t Genel"g,l the Polish popul~i­

tlon was tc, be eX~jlo1 ted, 'thf;, m"'l.tel"illl r,13(mree.f.:j or tbe 
12 

coun try set :;.~d, ~n(i the 'f,lH.}le ari':H'! to be ~(v·f.\SS !':~ll 1,;((::1. 11 

On June 1@ II 194,5, 1 t Wh ,0;, 1"e :'nrtBl't t·;) Hi 'tle %' U:~:;. t 

there lias ,;!f1f.,,",~a rretif.:t unrest 1nt.,h~ G-ovt'trnmcnt GlS'n~ral 

(h""iog to tbs 1"14£"r$ ct th1i? 
,-

rma,n r~&lm~ ther$.. A'lJon& 

th'0 o1'tsn$~%~ 01' 1',::10h tiHSl :':Fm~\.nlS accused th€titrsBcl V&S J 

nlnt<J ~:u·enota·1I·orth1: 1. t 'Wiij.S r~fiv.tted tha t. the Polish 

12 }i'or thi:) suost',¢l.ne@ of th1s(,rlra.gruph see lntarnutl.:nlal 
M111 t~~l'Y 'l·l"ibun.x~l, IV I 547. 



po,Y\ll~ t,1o'nsufflSl'ed from ,lentll"ti:ly InStlfflo1ent" MUr .... 

lshm$nt .. th.::;.t (:>. ~~g:rtlkl't '[\~:!'rtt~ of 'the Po11$h ~$titte, bad 

b~;an ccrnfiscllttEltd.t;hout CQ.:,(~n~l!tl~,m,w that tllero wore 

olv:::roachtlH:lDtS. 811/1 {~Onf·1.r3c,,~t1uni'J in P':>l:tfJt:. irldul5try, 

comm&roft ~md tr~:.t;ie il$ ;vell as in other fiel')$ of prlv:.tt" 

endeavor) thL t t.h~l"i1 'i;'i~ra mailS d.rrests Hnrl sboot1ngs by 

thu tier.lin .polj,c~; (1,. .rigorou.a mtl'tno<l. of r~erult1nt; wOl'k­

aI'S i an {IIxten$,1 VEl ;)i(\:Nt111:ini crt: Polish clll t"llral lite:, 

\'\'lde514'1'4:H'l'1 closings of Polish hi.b schools 'I aollele.5~n/l 

tl.nl v@1'"si t1ot·:$. t,ba t thtJr'e was i?~ lfQomplE~tfl fz)lbt1natlonn 

of Pollsh 1nflu~jnce fl--om all 5,,1hef'l!s ... ),i' iOV0l"M~nt f~d-

ministration, :'!?tl(: th~l;;. therE! Wt..\.S ~ pel's1£;eut1on of tb~ 
13 

C&tho111'j Church in Pvl~Uld .. 

Vet'y e&.rly in hl~ :-,uull(t tHIre'l?l" olf Hi tltlu" tUtti 

camFa1gnecl for a cO~l:'liL!t~~ r~v is ion 'Of the ;~ost-F11"st 

"'¥Ol"ld 17:~u" ;jetti€uAent£l <i; ;';1 th l'a,,~u .. t'j to GerfJ~D.1 and Po­

lan;! th,,1. t meunt. .cecovl!:try of till tao( t Gf.'irm~l!,n.y haft log t 

to yolttnd.. Tn1" gOl!ll \';\M~ r~~Hlh~d by tnt\) GoveFtlfAIdnt fIt 

the l'hird Reioh. Na~ti idi>Jology, forlllull.kttld lon, lH.r«U·<\i! 

th(il 1'1&'.1 to>,01t'<iil:t:' ~Jt' Na t1ozw.l ~)od1:£ilisll, WiiUI es~entilJ\lly 

ill!r~riQli~tlo; in their r~l;;"t1{;)ns \;-1 th l;)ol'~nd the 'I.uis 

tollowed t.n,;.t:; ljol;.lI~Y rd, th l-':itn)lr!th,blli:l eanals tenet.. In 
~ 

the tulln~.ul)~ of time ulca F'Uh.rer sent the legions ::>1' thft 

130 

13 For the substanoe t:1:' this fRl'a,rl"l.pn see Internf~t1onal 
Mili t;t1i'y -rr1bun.;.~1. V ~ 79-80. 
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ma:stel' rl:.l.Cllt tli'fH1Sni!lg l.nt\) Pol~n·:t; acme 7:'3.S .tlll pr~t .. n.se 

t mere r~nl1s1on of the settlements of' 1~~1:.1 ..... 1'ii1r;l. In ita 

pl·~,ee ther~ W~UI i;I, rr'-H~;atJ.he.t"enoEl t.o t.h-'i L!tdi''lI£aU8 

theory, 'iI1t.h tht) f.ittendant sy3tElm~t1c ei'isl!!ilvf.l!ln~nt of the 

)!interior*" Pole~. :rna fanat.lclitl tVlt1onal1sm of the 1&1,18 

brc)'t,i,ht w1ll to Pol*".n<i, .1 t b;rou~ht destruction to tne 

Third l1.<tleh" an wt:tll ... 
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