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.FACE 

American "isolationism" and "interventionism" have alway. been 

problema 1n formulating nat1.onal foreign polio,. . Thl1 thesi, ia an 

.. tteapt to eD.m1ne and delin~ate the hiatorioal development or tb 

isolationi.t position 1n one geographical area. In order to present 

the .tudy. I lave made an 8J'lAly8i8 of a popul&1", Dl1<lweatern n .... paper. 

the Chicago Tribune . this paper refleoted the !eolationt.t attitude. 

of that area prior to Pearl Harbor . For a .. efleotion of an oppoe1te 

editorial polioy whioh proJlOted interventionism, 1 have read the 

Louiaville Oourier- Journal for the thr ••• ontha preoeed1ng the Japanea. 

attack. The .. have ae.med to be valid primary souro.s a. the popular 

prees haa usually be.n v.'ty .ffective in mobiliaing, a ••• 11 ' 

retlecting. publio opinion regarding foreign poll01ee and partisan 

iaaues at ho • 

I d1aoovered that the Ohicago Tribune efteoti vel)" ueed Mlt8 

e"",nte and ldeo10g1e, "o'ttel1stibiyt, tp promote Alaric&!). _tionaU •. 

but ultimat.ly. promoted reglonal1am &Qd ilolatloDi8m. The complex 

ua. of propaganda fa'Vorlng non- belUge .. enoy 8.... to have been par­

tlcu1&1"ly aoute in the m<brest .. rter the Spanlah-Amel"1can 11&1" and the 

defeat of the freed1.er oampalp at the beginning of the twentieth 

oentury. 

In this the.i8 , I ha"", tr1e4 to explalJ:1 the riae ot 1101ationi_ 

in the Uidweat and to indioate the importanoe of the Chio&go Tribune 

... a tranelator of abstraot and oomplex 1,Iuet and. a .• a promoter ot 
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simplifled oonoepts and eymbola . The domest1.o and foreign a1 tuatlolla 

wMoh determined muoh of the oontent of 1.01&tl0n1st arguments have 

a.l.o been inoluded in the narrative. 

:1 would like to tlwlk my the.ie Direotor . Dr. Wl111e,1ll D. l4l1el'. 

and t.he other Prof.saor. 1n *rquette Ub1vera1ty's ma"tory Depa.rtmeBt . 

Dr. Herbert W. Rloe. and Dr. Ralph E. Weber .. who made 8ugge.1iion.e t or 

a bibllograpbJ on this .\abjeot. I am alao gratetulto ta.8 Beth la ..... oo4 

ot uarquette· II 'rial Library. who cave muoh of' _I" time to obtain 

microfilmed newspapers and maB1l80tlpt. tor this study. 
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try; from (liffe-rent age, ethnio. and sooial groups; and from par-sone 

holding v/idely diverse t)conomic and politiee.l riew$ .q2 Both 8i,des' 

organized committees ,or mass pressure grol.1J?s in ord:~r to stimulate 

2. 

support for their point of View an.d to direct the force of this support 

in tho actual f'QJ:'mulation of Anler1can tcreign policy. The toree • .-hloh 

mot1Vi:l.ted membership in, these groups were cO:tl)plex and n.ried. 

istorioallY,t isolat1on1tml was more typical of American pQ!b11c 

opinion regarding f oreign affairs. $"t people, in the nineteenth 

century oonsidered poUtieal isolation fr·om, Europe to be a naturally 

ordained and permanent, condition whic'h 1f.as pec\1lij.Jr1r.Atrtsrioan. 

Al:iI6rie~ns associated isolationism with the Founding Fathers and the, 

.eroas of the ltevolution .. The n1:nete:enth century r10an ..-ntalt t:Y 

embraced the doctrine of self- pr-e$ervation 11:11 l.t was embodied .1n 

hashington '8 Farewell Address and the MonrOe Dootr1ne. ThiSc 0" to 'be 

a dO£ma . Isolation.ism ted r10an pride and promoted nattonA11.a. 

entieth oenturY isolationism grew out of this nationaUatl0 400t,.,-­

of salf- praservation. 3 

To~ard the end of t1'1e nine~enth oentury,. tb.. uatiO~118tt.Q . 

triotic do of isolation "as ohallenged 'by Jlla'1')y .tat •• mu t.nd 

ntelleotuals . d by Allred Thayer lAahan, theodore Roosevelt $!l4 

t ·hey attaoked the doctl"in8 'bg' u1nC 'the ... sy.bolot 

ricaniam as a basis foi' cloaer oo-oper .. tion With Illglazul ..... 

irl$nslon of Anler1oQ.tsm to otM'" .r. oppr •••• ' ~ofl. . ft." 

hould be a itpe.trlotian of rue a ... 11 I.. of oountry, · ' '0 t.olatiOD. 

2WayrMt s. Ool. t ~r1o ... F1re,'t I !b. , kttlt4t;jnJt I1.lt.rventt911 t~ 
1940.194~ (Madiaosh Uni"ntrat'EY or Wt800D.ln m ••. -.,. p . I . 

I AlaxaD4a.. n.eOJJ.Ch' ($4. ) , laolation .4S'",",,1 V (Dlu"haa.. Duke 
UniftF:aity Ph •• , 1'57), p. ,. E ( '. - . 
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should be abandoned f or a mora internationalistio policy . ,4 rieans 

should t the ohallenge of existing as 'a world power . '.l'hG Spanish-

!.lneriean war in 1898 m.arked the turning po.int in tn(J hbtol"Y ot Am$rican 

i solationism.. Political isola:t1on was no, lon&$r a faotJ Amerioan 

itrroerialism was expressed 'i.n. the victol'Y' 011et S:pa.in and in the poass4s'1_ 

or -the Philippi nes . While Amerioa. was emerging a8' a world pdWer • 

. neland' s l'splendid isola.tionism" was being ohallenged. by Gorman 

colonialhm and the J apanese revolt against the old 'balance ot powe., 

system in her viotory ovel" Russia. in 1904.06. Consequentl,-, Englal1d. 

turned i"rom her Continental OQIIJIirl. t Bten.t"a j bdsou.ght olosel"adarstan4tq 

Ith the United States • t he eonee:nSll.8 i),f Ameri,ean opinion •. h1.f'ted 

toward internationalism as it became 1IlOre apparent that the world W,a;.8 

a.dvanoing to 8. stateo'!' world war . 

There was an exception to the new :internatiomlism of the 

ilm.e r ican publio in the early twentieth oentury . · ry people. 0.0»-

en-trated in 'the midwestern stat$' . agl"&.ri.w and. oo,nservat,1ve by 

tU1"& of their geogJ'aphi.o and eeonollic situation. eltaagreed 'With the· 

oonolusione of' most Amel~i ·oan8 at th1s time . dd1. We.tern QP1:n1on __ 

ora internationalist during the p.im)t".th oent\U'y. while th& re.t of 

the country was complacent in i t$ tft11tt1onal tsola'tloni.m.. TNt people 

of the 'Western states were habitually oonoeftJAJd, W'1.tb h\l1nlUl.ita.rian Vi« 
liberal causes . cause they felt they were the oFa<U. ot «emooraoy 

,d the pl"OlIloters or that trolltier itJd5.v1due.l1Sl1l .an4 11"-rty. 1114-

esterner$ vQciterloualy supported the liberal upri.ings that · roared-

through ~ period1oally . fbeY'.pp6Ji'tect 

'ntOhaN Olney . .. forae,. Se.r.tal')" ot Si:a._. ,uot'" in hColl4 • • 
Ibid • ........... 
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The Greek Revolt of the 1820 ' s , the Ft"enoh Revolutions of 1830 and 
1846, the )tCiga.ria.n struggle for :independe~ein the l at e 1840 t a • 

. g.il all 6roused t lW 'Westernert",to 'vi olent demonstrations O1f 
a.ppro~l; ti:rery resolu'i::ions were, adopted try _ss m&etings and I 

legislatures . funds were collected to aid the r evol ution1ats, ,and 
Congressmen were goaded intO' $uch v101e~t speeche. that they n-•• 
quently embarra.ssed their neu.tral government . Only a r_ of 'the more 
rabid .m1dwestel"m;'1r s ad'Voeated ~J,"iean ,illter~ntlon i n the Europelan 
quarrels , but all pe.1d e:nthusi.a stiq U.p I!en"ice to each new bl_ 
struok ,at &Sta:t;>lished authority . 5 ' . , 

'heae wer,~ t,he . ~ople "0 supported unl1fel"aa.l seltllligo~mment tn the 

nineteen"t:;:h oen;tUl"Y. and who then ;swlte'hed top :i" ole:t lom et. patrlotlo 

tlttempt to , pre$~1"ve the!. r , Oi'tll selr"~oVi1tJ'~nt ..,. t},lout ,oneerft. to" other 

nations in the twentlet,h century. 

, Again; the Sp~.nish rioan W'U ma:rke4 the turn!ng poInt f.n 

m:idvtestern opinion~ . At first , they supported the confl1ot bl Cu'bt. 

as onClJetwaen autooraoy and self- rul e . k~ people i n thl ... rea wu~.4 

to recognize Cuban independenoe. supply gO\!'$~nt aid to the Chl'bull. 

or ave,n have the island co'nfisoateq by' the Ameri oane . T.he ~.!l0!'l' 

Tribune , a militaristic $nd interventionistl c n.J .. apa.pe.J' iJd.tatea bJ ._. . 

ny other papers in th& Midwest. sponsor&« a tund to aid ,the NY. 

olutionists in 1896. 6 The 1'r1"bun$ 'W'aS representati ve ott. intl_a" 
5., 

01' the press in determi.;n1ng the opi ni ons of t he ana, .. e,~ding poUtl ... 1 

'·'el:j.ofs Q$ well as foreign pOlici es. at of the mlc:\dl. ... tem p .... e 

';av<>:red the Republio~n P9'lioy of imperia.lism. '!h1$ poUety wae hOt., • • 

sistent with the W'eetem at·t i tud& or 18o.b.tlon b 'the ni~t •• ntb oentllt'ye 

ft.er t he Spaldsh"".I.merloan 'W&l" bad 'be(tnwon. the" ftre two bul, 

attitud.es t o\fl\ard i1'Jlp$ri.a.l lam. The' R,epubliOIlA 'bUIIIM.'. '1l'lt-el"'e8t. 11\ the 

dwest , s olidl y supported .. pension, whi).._ the w.orket. a.B4 lanle1" 

6B11U,ngton. " . 

Snid., 4.h 
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ar~ued that ·civilisation oould not be transplanted. low wages would 

continue in the Philippines and the Untted 81;at06 be flooded with oheap 

tarH't- free goods to the detriment of the Amerioan workers. tt '1 Rowever . 

the Republioan party» supported by moat ot the press I 'W" entrenohed in 

the Tlestern area .. Republioan edltors aooounted for the shift from the 

h\mlA.n1 tarian and internati onlllistic posi tion ot the &aotion f· 8 nlnet·eenth 

oentury attitude . This attitude had envisioned expansion as a wioked 

oonepiracy to steal posseSSiOn8,. and this fi8 a. prelude to partioipation 

in .. world war and the en.u1nlt dormtall ot America. Th •• e Republioan editors 

.a .. colonial pouesslone a8 thepanaoea for all the nation., U18, 
from. them would. stem eternAl prosp$ri ty. the presti se ti tting a. 
g~.at natloJa, a..nc1 enlightenment tor downtrodden nat! vea of tyranny .. 
ridden lan4. . They supported tho Treaty ot PI1"16 With 1 'tis pro­
v1siona tor anneuUen and urged a vigorous war upon A~1naldo and 
hi. rebellious follow.re . S 

the tinal vote on the Philippine Act revea.l$d thAt sixty- tour 

midwestern Representatives fa.vored Amerioe 0010.n1a11all., and only 

twenty- three were opposed. whUe thoae in the Seute vote4 nineteon 

in favor and t~ee opposed . 9 The Republican Party had enough loyalty 

and ln1'lu.enoe tooharlge the traditional attitude. or the mlddl ... e.wrn 

.eotioD. the eud ot the depre.sion, oom.hined with good harvest. and the 

need tor food in the Spa.n1ah and Afrioan war are .... resulted. in a 'doto!')" 

tor the industria.lists over the agrarians . 

Amerioa ' a new imperle.l.18'tD. revea.led the shift tQ a more inter-

nationali,t fore1gn poUoy tor tbe nation. Although the new: lmperial1sm 

-- supported in the m14Weetern .eot10n of the nation, it .... lly indioated 

the tran80endanoy ot the aepubl108l1 Party there . Partlae.nahip Will 

'1 Ibid., 48. -8 Ib1d., 49 . -9 Ibid., 50. -
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't"e import ant. tht1n ideology, tMl<l $8 l\ result will e. key 

.dopt1.0D of 1$olat1onislll in the Midwett st of 

tbe- otb ,pbi cal .• eBtlons in A~l"loa 'beau. int,rnationaliet. 

ind&d. 

! sQ.latlonlow hf.ts been Q traditionAl at.tl.wde of the midws.tem 

seotion of r1o_ during the \wentiet.h century. 'f~. baa la,,*117 bMu 

by the insule.t1on from 1li.~mat1onol &crr.ira that .u.ob. fa, 

'0 looation toster&. Bo'ffever4, t.heroar. anyu.olL!-renona-l Uld 

soolo ... poUtioa.l · r-.C'torswh1on are cQr1"*lated to ..,htl ,oogl"e.ph1o expl ... tt_ 

of 1so1e.t1onis!i'l in tbi •• .,81:\ .• 10 {i.1ha turbu:1CtJ,\~ del:tIIHJtlc lituatioa 9'r 
'khe nation in tho la90'~ ,,It.rod. 80'Oi-.1 IUld .;:;o.oll:!l." Qotld.itloM :1 

the a 1tnf.)Wn as tb dweat: \U aconIl1n. l Uinoi., 1u41 .. , Ulotd .. ; 

Ohio, ...u.xme8ot~, Iowa, Mls$ouri .. th.Dakot&o .• .aM Glld. .sebn.aka.. 11 

4'hS free ailver eruaade .plit tho tn_~$t lDto twQ he.til. 

,1;1. .... ,. d bothe:roups to e.do.pt an lM,ul~ -.tti.tude toward. the 

tho turn of tho o.ntUl"J. the UId\lttri-al. 

It. eCOBOlt4. 1..,._0)" boa ~ ~l'&dtt1.M1 

t tho area. . t he at_to I2'OllJ) WY ooapo.~ ot the 

el ur''ban worker. ""ho bad ql~ OIl tr .. ,11 ..... III 

anaC8a £o~ the a.uree.ioD, tn_hiob ~he.J h65betn b~d to~. 
"1!! ' Ui t ' " J' "I . • $ , "I ~., 'MF )'1. , ~ .. :.., '- ~ 

luaalPh n. Smuokler, . lt1'he Bestftot 1.o1at1oai ..... ~r10_ 
oUtioal Seleno. R.91 .... XLftt(J1.UIIt. 1961). 18&. 

ll!be probl •• ot deU .... tlna 'the atatel to " boluAed 1n .. 
rt1cu1e.r r.,lo~ ot .ild.laP pog.pMo ."'u''k1'1at.1'J ft_ 'WIIIIIN'i,I" 
the Natloraal R •• oQ"', Coal"_ 1ihJ..b ..teh "110 ...... ~o be, &~ 

that r~lonal bollD4ar1a. an· Qu.l~,. lacIettoi_. -iDe ,0._ nthlrthau 
11nee. 1n thl _jor't.t, oft.lftrlHl,. t .... , ..... _ bollllAwt •• 1ibloh 

.y De, draW1l1dll b. Moe8'~1q arhttr_"'Y 1I It ·ap:pe~8~ hcwlftr. tbat ~ 
it ie d.al:te.bl. to draw boUl14arl •• , Fond1~ their arbltl"U7 _,"" 
be &4I1S:ttea. 1t Rltt ... 1 l'uto",lJlJ .. tlQM! P11lDD1!l (1f"h1~on. <JOftftlalrlt 

lot1DC Of"._. · 11', , . XII, ,;aM: In !1NOa •• J 1:11. 



., 
quarter-century.»l of burtness, 1ndustr,y and finance were 

fris:htoned of an t $ poliey for this lIould leed to inflation, do-

struction of pr1.vate property a;Qd anarchy. On the otMr hand, MoUnler 

stood for sound bu.sinass and tor eivil1&at1on. the Republioan Pa.ny 

olosed ranks to mnk9 sure that sectional ohao.would not onsue with a 

Demooratic victor.y . 

The au&.ria.n allianoe was she.tteHd by 'the growth of oiti •• 

nd a re\i'ival ot tarm. prosperity and oolQPlaoen07. 1''' tree al1wr 

cruBade tor-oed the t.g1"tu·j.an groups ,tn the _ • • at' to oOlltorm \filth 

e.rtisrul i.nt.resth Several prejwU.oes 'If __ " prl)utttd by the· Ql)teat 

'Of intlat10ll. Henooforth the agrarian elelDJllDtaof tho Mtd'lleat _oulcl hate 

-tnt?> eastern and British os,J>;i.talbts. 'l'bo tarmer. :"4 a ohronio dl .... 

like of ' domestio policies which tavored iinanoiera, utaotUl"er. and 

'l#raders. 'lhc farmers olso oppos~d ttlarga military pHp.rednes s pro ..... 

(P/iJt's*as impGl"ial1.Eu:ll. and involvement Ul BW"opoan t)~o·lfe.r.1e.s ."' 

bectLuse of the1 r orejudi1esd cii alike, of Bng11th ca.¢. t&U.m And th. 

eastern banldnt:. .e:lelllcmts. 13 1'he ldaw~atorD t&l'll'lWr a. -.orke"$ end a-.11 

businessmen had to rely upon a nAt1.,. selt-.utfic1eM1 qd Ufed the 

Ameriorul d~moQratiQ system to justify tlwir luorMaing Uolat1on1.m • 

. 'he restot the Q,ountry ft. ~aught up 1n ' ... 'able ,140 of 1.Dternationa,U.11l 

promoted byt4cK1.nloy. te4dy Roo.8(tvelt. Taft, aDd Wilt,OQ. The ftolw t 

anit-trust a.gitation and the C8.1'1bb~ polley of the prol!r ••• 1n 9 .. a 

1nor~a8.d tue.. and 104 many peopl. ot tbe ~4:tre.t to "beUeve tba't 

intervention 1f" only another too:1 of the t rw.t. .in -their battle 

12Sil11ne;ton.51. 

1~·1.)'M S. Cole, . Senat~ ,9 . .... 14 P. Bye and a-rlc8.fl Fo ... ll 
:ela .. ;'lona. (M1.nDoapoll •• UiiIYoralty 01 ilDMiOti Ni ••• 1M). p. ~. 
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ae:ainst the people .n~4 

Although th~ Republioans were do:adnant in tht.t mi<i'~estern seetlon. 

thero was a growing sentil'l\$nt for isolatiQnh!11 among thG ~varb.n 

elements there. This shift in opinion was aleo due to t he bn.ppy 

eomblnatiion or f'fUoont and faotory 1n ,the are'" whioh produced en 8oonom1o 

solt-sufficiency uniquo to th ,d\ltest . 

Its far.rs wor e no l onger dependent on f()raip O~ east4X'll market., 
d its manuiaotul'ors ware le4. oonoeFDId W1th 1awme,tloal t.ade. 

fo,r 'they ' could s&ll most of their v-oduoe, in thit .-ural ,.~ion. at 
their door . The W.et. enjoying the proapeFity of rapiG expt\naloa 

s it dEtV$loped into a self'-oo.nta1n9ci.oo~0m10 . UJlit. oould 0io,e 
ita .".0 to tlw rest of the W'orld a. OCNld no otM;r leotiolh " 

'rbe inc"as1n~ number of' G61"i:1lan e.nd SoandJ._vl&n "_,"'W$ auppl141d 

t r for the" faotories and tar.u . 

Ethn10 1iolationisJXl arosli in 'the sMtioO; lrilel'e moat of the .. 

grtmts settled. Sy 1914, these gl'OUp, bad attalnecl polltl.oU 

progres81.ve mo Db end a.graI"1u. support . ,be 
rman, I rish and SoanOil'l&Vie.B im1grants 1n the . dWeat •• re u.tvall, 

e..ntl-Brltlsh. 16 50_ of the •• tlrat and .. coD4 

rioans re:tEdnoc1 .. partiAl loyal~y to their ho_l.and. 

rican partloipatiou in world altat~6 wou14 

,tre48. ",11 ry other. beJ.l.ftd that "bhel.J' 

nat10n f s demoor&oy .mulct be P",HrMd ..,ithout (than,., 80 thoy ooml>u..cl 

a feeUtJJ: or strongnatlonaUsll1 'ri th .. preter.no. tor maJ.nta.1nin.c thO 

status JUO, iibroU;h coAseJ"vat !'"" politlc. . tfblle orlt101,.1ng aattonalt .• 

14 · . . lU.111ngtotl. 61,. 

15 
IbJ.~u 62 . 

l$~)'m~oJa.r. SSG. SJIlUeklor". reIQarcb do.. .aot aupport the 
oomparatl..-oly .tron, rektiouahlp lieu •• n laole.tlo:n1,:m and national 
origlas found bJ SQ~l Lubell . "Who Vote. lsoutlon1at q4 \l~'." 
!&!l!r'~, CCII(Aprl1, 1981). '29-$'. 

l'Du l . ' ~~' iO$toll. &2 . 
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in Europe,the midwestern Pl"$S8 invoked their OlIn type of nationalism 

by seeking to insulate rica. from Europe . The Cll1oalo 'tribune 

edltoriall,ed a9!8.iD.st European "sentimental natiOlla,11tm,·by aaying 

that 

A reaction from broadly human ideals t o the aarrow 14 .. 1a of na,,,,. 
natlonalism b now in full swiD$ in Europe.... f he ,entl...,.tal 
nat1onalism- . for that is What it i • ...rhleh b18plred the •• o •• 1n&tloll 
ot the heir to the Austrian throne will . for .• ~rloa at l .... t " q.t. 
oooupy the center 0-£ the W01"ld. ' 8 atage. AppaJ".ntly ther. 18 go04 
ground tor such a prediotion. Even the Unitea StAtea _yoo\ •• 0a1'9 
some of the problems creat.d by ttlle •• ntl_nt.l naticnall'lIl, fOr it 
is from the oountries where tJU.. _tionaU.a lei, ,troJlg •• t tt.t •• 
get the bulk of our hnmigl"ants t odaY:, Gel the Alnerlcan1satlon ot 
suoh aliens may prove no easy task.l. 

st of tbe new ricfWS in the lA.$.t aupported 'aclatlonJ •• a. Ii 

form of "An,lopbob1G ~ as a mean. of expl'.adng tbell" inti!,.".,. 
over tb ~r ." 19 

I sola.tionism in the Wodwe&tVeoame an issue or emotlon.aad 

passions , rath$r' than eo political ph11&8op~ prloJ' to W02'14 TJaI' I . 

The evangelioal reUgious groups in tM, area addea to the •• parat ..... 

of this section .from the rest or the mtlon. Many ot 'tih.,. a.ota 

were paoiti 8t10 "Mle others were (loJapcI.d ot .:Lngl. etbld.o group.t 

desiring to torg&t and i gnore the Cont1'nental probl •••• 20 Tta. 

el'llotionalism r£C!I'stel'ed bytbe evangel!oe.l andp1e'1stl0 poupe waf not 

only typioal O'f 1so1atlorQ.sm in theW.dw •• t . ttwa. 'al.o '1Plo .. 1 of 

inter1fentlonls. in ot»r SGottou of t .. _tlon. '1'lU. ft_ •• peoially 

true among the f1nanclers of the . ortbe •• t whO_" often ·~lophU,e • • • 

18July 19. 1914. 

19 ... ,~ 
DeCon4e. , . ~. 

20SU.l1ngton. IJ . 

. 1 T · 6 . if 



10 

Thea •• ,n n-aoted to" foreign po11cy lnt. _PIt illU'J.ner as any other 

rihnlo ·.train, they d.mended end won ,allppol"t t'OI' the'Mothe',. Country. , .. 21 

A, the debate o.,.er .Amerioan partlo1pat!on in-the, World War 

developed between 1914 e.D4 1911, theb),la1no".men, disgruntled farmer s . 

t.igl"Ut .,oter. and paolt1atio churchgoers 1n th. Midwest 'Were happy 

With their "olraphio i.olation. '1'-7 oon,ld.red the waF 'tricked, 

UDDeoe' .. ry andaltog.,ther hOn'"ibl ... • and were glad that ttwe have gon· 
" ',' L , 

00 ttU"1;berthan we ha.,.. in beooming a 'W'orld pOtfe:r .tt~2 Isolati tiJnism bec 

conoOJa1tant 1tith indl:tt.renoe to foreign. affd.r~ in t b dwes't . In tb 

aut\llPl of 1.1'. the L1t~ra17 Digest took a poll of newopapsr editors 
1 

.. or08S tm.e _tlon to determine the!.!" attl tudes t o the VIal' , and dis-

conrad that 
. , 

III theJl1dd'" West 122 were either ind1fterent to the outcome of 
.. ,' the .... " or pro-G.rman, whlle only 13 favored t he Al 11es . This 

ooat .... t.4 with the ~aat, where 44 were neutral OJ" pr o-German 
and 34 •• " pro-Ally, and the South with S6 neuti!l Qnd pro­
G.,.... 4fdltol's a~aia~t 41 supporting the Alliea . 

v.ny 8001a1 tendenc1ea and economio f ·act ors accounted tor this 

il'1On ... 1ng clivi.ion in attitudes between t he Midwest and. the }lorth, South 

and S'out .... tera aectlons of t~ country . The interventionists of t b 

. uortara and 80\ltl»rn _8&8 argued wii;h the same symbols used by t h! 

. l1ollJ.nteFvelltloniats of the Midwest . l'h~y invoked t he sa,me, fear of 

rail1 t .. 7b. u.d ,.apec't tor Amrarie8.ll tradi t1on, only they extended thea 

niQeteenth o.Dtury OODO.ptS. They argued that Ger.man militarism woul d 

ct. , troy Eriti.th .... power and the old be.lanoeot p«&r . I t wow.d be 

to ..... :r1o ... sa4vq;t .. g. to "extend the Monroe Doctrine to England, 

2lseconae. p. 1S. 

2J'Dayton DAlly Newe, August $, 1914 ~ Springfield (Ohi o) DaH l 
New., J~ly ~1, 191i" ql1C)ted in Billington, 53 . - 23 

SOYa.ber 14, 1914, quoted 1n Billington , 54. 
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and .mb~4.. the tore.oet ~r1o~ ~.r .tt.~ our own~24 SthDio tl~. 

with. Bqlan4 aotlvated ~ toward an tnteraatlowlst t0l"61&n polioy. 

PPot •• eo~ W'1111.m T. ButO'hinson of tlio Unlnratty 0'1 Ohioago said' that 

,tt'thf' AM"l'eaa ' people' "'e ,a.lmost ex'Olue1ir'ely EngUa.h in 8neestry and 

tbatctt'ber' iaaDgJI'QJil.t group. ba1-e oontributed llttl. it 'anything to 

.Amerioa., 'hel"lt .. ~e ot Uberi.l\{'JI . .. ~6 Wllaemlan internationaUsm and 

lIonroe i • leo.1a<bloA1.a 'U'O 'Y!lbDomoua, because both positions defend the 

... Ame.rloan 1d .... l • • ' As a r •• ult. thelnterventlon1st argullltmt 

atteiDpted to provo tbat intervention in support of England. inst~ad of 

laolation trom '·BrS,'t .. lnftsthe be.all of Amerioanism and pe.triotlsm. 

Intert1at1ona.Uam tOl'oed the eountryo:nd its lso1at1onists to respond 

tofc .... lga .,1A1r8. at least. end the res'\llt was the basis for the 

gre .. t debate 'between the tw'o post tlODS . 

fheSouth _8 traditionally interna~:t.oMl1~tie . This too WQ,S 

the relJUlt of' '1t. ou1ttmal and ethnio a.ffinities. the .English or 

Scott1lll ortglna ot the people in the S.outh led to its dependemce upon 

tt. ilngl1ah nation a$ .. source of trade and as a common inheritor of 
d.-llOoraoy imite4 Wi. th aristocratIc prt vil.ge. the D9lllocratic Pa.rty Wfil,S 

alao tndi.tlonally ... trong in the South, just 8.8 the Mld'lt&st supported 

tbe Republ10an oau.e .... o did Soutn.rnerso.ling to their party asa 

'bt4 ...... l"k aplat the .nfn.nohlsed Negroee and a ... orutoh tor thl 

boul'bon ola..... TbIt ....... no opPosition p .... ty to' rally any pOlitical 

isolationi.t •• nti_nt, if &:D.y didexiat . 'l'~ mtl1t1!riestlc heritage of 

iJhe South, .na their romantioized love of the outdoors, also led the 

Z'David LewU Einstein, quoted in DttConde, p. 14. 

25lbid • .............. 



poopl. ot thia area >to auppol"t N1 a.ggreisiw toniGn pol1cy. 26 

the oaste.nseot:i.oa of the nati Obnalwt.yG ho.d: &.l~:r.geGQnG.,n-

tr&tiOfl, otn$W 1_~t.. from the eentl"al and eastern portions of 

EUl"Opo. but, these groupe had quiokly .. beol'bed. the cu1ture.l t:rs.dit~o 

12 

ot Englaad. Public oplmon of toreign issues ... not always hO\nogeno\As 

-.. it .... 1n the Soutth ~ &flographio loo .. t1on ot the I~ortheast with 

ita eooaomlo .1tuati.<m on the Atlt.ntlc " .. board ~ it seotlsit1w to 

Eut'opean affatr. . Howe,"!' . the varied ethD10 ele.nta--the I rish. 

eetmu aM It-.llan tU'oupe--often eapouaed oonflictl i n 

the EUI"o~an qua.rrell,. T~ ab.o$tcolllpl.-tely oaneel.1od out their 

pOll1;14t.l lntl,..n~ .27 Thh aNJ& was primnrUy 1nt~u'nationalist t.d't ..... 

tho Spm1ah-Aaer1ou mJor alld: remained .0 tot' tho rest of' thatwentieth 

oentuty. 

1beworld _vent, between 1914 and 1919 pro~d.d a stron 

.tb&ul". to the a.bate bcttwee.n the iaolatlon1.std tmd int&rne;tli)tm.U.st-

In'Hnen'tlonitt po.ltlona. Demoore.t10 advoco.tes of Wilsonian 1d80118 

'RN \&ling ~he concept of ooUeotive e8Gurity land tr-,eed.o: 

to jQ.tlf.y noan partl-c1pat1on iatbe WorldWar~ 'l'he more oOJ;lserfttlw 

Republioane .ta-•••• , the nogatb'. prinoiple. of non,..ente.nglement. non ... 

t..nt.,....ntfiOD aM a1tOi4anoe or war altogethe,. . The tear or 01' we t 

em17 prl1101pl. wb10h united laolotioniat attitudes . Iron1cally. t ' 

protoun4d1atl1uelot.l'/Dan'b ..tter the war oauHd the 1)la_ for America: 

tDvolw_at to boput OD the con •• 'rrvatlv. Republ1ct.na and the indu.strial 

''For • good .\UIUIa..I'y ot til. ~.olat:1oni .•. t-lnt.rventionist .,.,w.r.a.t. b tbe South.aee Marian D. ll'bb. "Foroip Polioy and th:. 
South,- JQtamal of Follt1os,f' It (MAy. 1~8) . ~Oa-a26, and ffay:ae S . 
Cole. -A_rIce. F{rat elf ti. South. 1940-1941,." Jo\U"D&l of Southern 
fi1.t~. nlI (l"ebruaFY" 1'56). 36-41 . . • I 

1, .... Con4 •• p. h~ . 



munition makor's who $oughtw.~ profits . 

The Uilsoc1an "J'irrNpo1nt l"4!)garding tb$, Eut'Opee-n aitUfl.tion _8 
that tb& Geman g01te'rmnoct had ttput ad.de ~1 J'ettra.lnte or l.QW Or' 

of humani~D i~ it$ unre'strioted use ot 8tib#.WU"1ne lH.!'tU'e. In hi. 

war mGs.$age ot Apt'U 2,1911. WUs.on .ru.4 that "property oan be l?&1d 

15 

for; the H.-vee or :peaoeful and innocftnt IfIopieoalll'lOt be. '1'be£l~I'(t.ent 

German $ubmar.ine warf~,l"e aglnat eommeroe 1. .. warlal'o again.t ,~d •• 28 

At f:int. freedom of the- sea.a VIaS a jU$t1tioat1on. fot' u'Utrauty. f bl. 

COincided with the moral denm.tld ot mo.t A_rloant "thA-toOllG'U<Jt "ufOl'Jll 

toprlnctpl •• of ab4-tentlon and illpartie.U~.tta9 f bNl the fo~oe 0' 
unrestrioted Ge~ submarino flart..,. ... Jll&4e • w:t" .. 1 1.,.ue. into .. 

pOliti'Oal Md an notlonal one. Pl' • ...war ne\:ltra.U .. t.y -.hirto" to po.it-

war European involvQUlent in tbe Covenant . 1'~ teacue of 1 .. \lone ·""" 

came the symbol and -the inltrUl'lJ$nt propo •• d by 111).,em. to e:doft_ 

cQllc0ti.ve security. 'the interv.ntlollhta;~gww:nt. 10 favor ot ,,_ 

l.,a~ue used tho Mont'Oe DoctJ'ine. tbo traUtio.-1. q$.bo'l oi' ncm.tut. .... 

ntiQnl&m ... eo majol: $UPport tOf' tbe Oo'ffJU:rlt . en. Ill.tori_ •• 14 

that 

The Oovone.nt provlded that the .abel" of the lAag_ ehoulc1 
mutually defend one another in reapeot o.t \ betr politi0.,1 ana 
tel'ri tort .. l i.ntegri tJ. t he COftnut _. tMKtO'" the blgblt.t 
possible tribute totbt WoMoeDootrl-.. Iio .. acptea th. Pl'lnoipl. 
of' t .he Uon1"Oe Dootr-lne .. s a wcr14 clootI'UMt . · 

t he League 01 Ii.tiona aDd 41 ....... 1\" .ou1d elbd_t. the 

. 2~_s tJo«)oWa1 <.4. J,h.'"G noo~nt. 1n Utllu4, ~t.t •• 
F,of'&i.p P0l1o1 (Prineet'onl D. van fio.'Niil 5.~, I." . p~ ii. 

I I 

29£.8. a."hr'1c. ·i~iora of ,_ S."l 1.il'. 1911,- 4'-'1 .t 
'P~11t1Q., VI (Febrw.,ry. 194.) ~ 13. ' . ~ 

~av1d l unt.r lliUe!', '.tt.p~,~tn, ott". C!.'f'4tTfU" (w. t ork. 
Harper Brother.. 19lt}). p-. 310. 
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"alAS.' otwar. nil. allowing th~ U%l.1to4 Statee to assume her PQitlon 
. 

of' wOJ'ld leader.hlp.. W11t>on I.It that the purpo". of the 'Bul"opean . ... 

fts to 8.tore lost ~.rr1:torY' to $_11 nat1:ons, end to r~turn them to 

theil" fortllel" st-.t,. . Onoe this .... 8 do~ .. the Lfta!!tue .ould turn to tb 

ca.us •• or ftr-f'I',uee.s.an, m111tuia-m" seoret, tTdti<ts. an unbalanoing of 

polt thai pewer among _tit ems ~.na It international $.rlfJl'ohytt .... and upon 

el1a1r."~t1n$ them, turn to .. new 'Wor14 OFderot collecttve seot.U'ity . 31 

the Z!.1dw •• t relteted to the deeUlon ot t ent',- C.abot Lodge end 

btl aepubl1ClUl8 to t1.r;b.t the League fl. a meana of diecredlting the 

Wlleonlan 'OelJlOOt"at." 'by supporting 'the e.meDdmente e.nd r&servO,tl,ons 

~d d,lt.yS"" final 'ocblon on the, League untU pUblic interest visned . 
, 

The ptlrt!sanabip displayed by this 8l"oe."e.nd its nat tU"t\.l affinity for 

!.olatlO1l, wept the nation ... ay fTom the 1nteruattonaUem. of 'i'HElon. 

TM llberal iaolat1omats in them1d11'estem p1"ogressive t rad1.tion 

bad argued that intervention prevented dO"lnOstie l'&toruh P()$ t .... "'"NU. 

1lolt.t1onlilte 0 to rely upon a oOn4ervative isolation in their 

oppo.lt1.on to the L!tague, unrestricted immigration, end internationa.l 

dll&l"!IIt.DI8mh The period of' t 'bt 1920'. uth&red in the era 'When t 

1,bulu. •• of Amrtr1ca 1. wsineslh- i'hft 1'tl"e't\U'll to not.l:l1e.lo~~allOW'.d t_ 1,solat:lo~.t4 trfle nlgn to ooueentre.te upon pro.:pel'ityat home. 

They ignored th!J retormiem. of the earlle.,. deoad&. .1.8 an ironio not 

to their situ.ation) by the time ot the }-Tew Deal, ·tbey had entirely 

i'e,"raed. thel:rpro:;re8S! .. insistence upon domesti~ refo.rm, and 

_"aoked aeo •• velt'e 1nterD&t1onaU •• as .. pretext tor torctng so6'1a1 
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l·,afoT.:a. on the nat;lQt1. 3.2 

With th~d$f(tat of the Lca&uG , the i nternationalists turned to 

tho Pe~nt cou,rt of' International J ustio(l i n e.n attarapt 'to salvage 

solllftthi¥lg f rom •• ilSQll'S idea.lioilic peace program. hlven though Har ding 

a.nd Coolidse w~re favorable to tb:t World Court, most of the nation 

rQmiU$dll'ldU'£et-ent or· ignorant of this ' 1saue. The Senate debated 

tho World Cou:tt in Maroh. 1924, but moat .of the papers in the Midwest 

refleoted the averago oitizen'l$ opinion that ,uob me.ttera deserved !ittl 

attent10nduring the j?roeperoua boom of the times. 1'he amended protoool 

indicatillg Amer1of.n pa.rtioipa.tion 1n the court wa$ acoepted by the 

SeIlAt. 1n Jcuui.ary, 1926. with seventeen dissenting · votes . "'ten of 

the small op,osition group were from ths Middle West, a disproportionate 

nU1lbel" whleh indioa:bed the oontinued 1aolat10msll), of the $ection, 

33 .... n on .. non~pel"ti81.l\ i esue . · 

'the ~ague Council foutid the Senat.e; reservat1on$ una.cceptabl"h 

The Ch1Q&~P '1'ribune, typical of the midweatern press , was not unhappy 

whoD. it ilditorialiaed~ "'Tho reds , pinks and yellow. may rave ttn,d try 

to ohan,. the situation. but they will !'ind ••• that the oolor combination 

l oved by tho eitis.en.hlp of Alner10a is red . ~hiteand Olue . tt34 Inter­

nat1ol:1Allsts oontinued to attem.pt a formula &ooeptable both to the 

Loague Auembly and the American people • . The : Root Plan. aocepted by 

the teague , was 8,uo:trU.tted to tho AmlJrican government in 1929. Hoover 

52 .. DeCol1de ~ p . ~O. 

3381111ntQn. 59J for an opposite historiographical interpreta.tion 
.r tb9 1910 period • • ee William Appleman Willi_s, "The Legend of 
teol at1onism. in the +920'8 , " Soienoe 8: Soo1ety;. XVIII (ll1nter, 1954). 1-20. 

M February 11; 1927 . 



took a o~e1'ul 31Jl"'Y1tYot ptW110 qplni(ll\ on the Yiorld. court 186\.\6 All« 

41aoov.red t hd ua1J;ty-eix peroeubot the people f ... ,rored th& World 

1.6 

Court. lthil& to.anty-!!l:.: p$reont " oppo •• t.t . fOf'ty...o~ l?erQf,;nt of th 

opposition 'fOt& CUl~ hom th& ~4(1l. W&8~."36 'lh1.a WaG another 

indioat1on ~t tlUQ eutation·. 18olat1onteIa .. o.m t.tie intel"nation&l1sm of 

the other re,10. of tho oountn-. f~at1 onally, two Gut of thre~ poopl 

favor~d part1e;'pa.t1on. 'Xho Senate Nl'erTed the ~ioot m'dmonts to t 

li'ore1t?l flo).(;\tions e~t.te&. 'tbe$6 .. e~6 not tUGU up again untll 

January; 1935. The Utdt&d States VMI prit~lly laolatio'nist at that 

time and the World Oo~rt __ $ d&tbate4. 

fM defeat of t~e League ud th. 6ntutnl:. 41s1nteroet in the 

W¢1."ld O~t was. in .OmP measuro, 4ue to tho aot1v:1ty Qf tM 111eo.l101l1 

and 11kra). i.olat! onieta oonoen'bnted largely in t~ Midwest and 

.",a1;tered in other (U"(Ul.f3 o,f the tjat$Qn. tho post-wet. liberal 

i.:'Jola't1an1at60ppO$ed the League bectl.1.lIe th~y "be1.1av$d it tJnt~gled 
• 

thet Um tod Statoa 1n Europe_n pol! tio$ Wld ~1 tted the 1'lfl;tiOt) tc) 

~ poUery of ffi>:'-06 to uphold a vind:lctiv6 peAee end a fOT~ign ~t~t\18 

,1,l.," An4 not beea.us<t of pel.1'tio&l pe.rtiONll3hlp to tN; Rep-.. ib11oe.n 

h.l"ty. They 'be,11.~.4 thcLt. At!l&!'1oa.'. tro.doJa Qtact10n ia neoessary 

and tihQ;\&14 not be bunlened by the rosponaibtl1ti$$ of world leader.hlp_ 

'the Ub4tn.l. 1deaU.tlo hola.t1onht,$ wor., emotiQtlAland passionate 

in Fomo'i~t their 1d.QW. beo8.u •• they te:lt tMt peAoe ~nd sell­

p.reS&M'8.tl.oD aei?<lDded ~on torce . The ¢,Qnaervativt) 1l$tlona1i6ts bued 

their 1eolat1ou1u 0,& ,elf-1ntere;st and the:1r own ooonomo wolta.re . 36 

S611tll1ngton. 5'_ 

16~O():ndf;} 6 p. :l2 . 



Xh. °r~ IJOO.n\t and th~ l .abor Itl'ik.1J o£ 1919 and 1920. 

oomblaet wi ~b tl» ro1dd.l~ ola$s purslli t of plet;l.!Hu,·." )"'tere flying 

11 

'but.tNseea to the, isolationism. whioh oitist.d ifl America. The pao1t1<1sm 

o£ ni.Ollt "'J'lCalli 'fIfAoQ IlNtl!lult of the dUl11u.1onmont of war and all 

It.a horror'a . ''l'h1.$ pac1fism 'ifaS also oQnnttct.d wi:tl. a lai!Js8z- .f'alre ------,-
."it~. t ,O'n.l'd t;ovel'lUAant . MiUtlU'i4.lIt fo,ter td oo.pitallst10 profit and 

'by tb ••• rly thil"ti.ilS, ~ oonserv.;U.,_ iaolationlsta and pacifist 

ahifted tl. b~ for war to lnduatrial profiteering. lsolatiQn1$t~ 

.£10 had rfilA1ud l1"bo.ral , deaired mo'ro ltoverrwont illterV'3Dt1on al;ain611 

1l:n. •• oapiiiall,.tic profits , '.tho two n ••• ooalesced cQmpletely WflOll 

tlile d. p.rehl o.u "do the necacl&ry preooc~p .. tlon with domestic proble" 

Fo4uoe¢ a %}611 lsol&.ticI11GIU \'Ihlen bectUne< eharacteri$t10 of tl'ut 1950 t s . 

~lw ~ 1.,ola'1on1s-mwa, 8xpres,.d in the pr-e-'t'orld War 11 Mutrality 

ugiclat!.Oll. 



CRAmR II 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND AMERIOAN ISOLAtloNtsr .ATTITUDES AS 

EXPRESSSl> tu NEUTRALIty LEOl'SLU'IOfh 1934- 1939 

16 

The isolationists of the 1930·,- l1beral, con •• rft1;lve, paoltltii , 

a.grarian and ethnic groups_II d •• lred to .tay O\lt of ey ... r . They 

advoca.ted a "fortress theory ot defense" t ypioal of the ntneteel:lth 

century isola.tionism of self- prese1"V&tion. The confliota 1n Euro,* ua4 

ala. oould. not endanger the Amerioan ution beoa.u.eot her geographloal 

isolation. The fortress theory "as.umed that the Unitec1 stat •• , with-

out pO'lIerful historio enemies north or south, was an impregnable tort­

ress proteoted by two gigantic moat. , .. fortr.s8 IIlaNled by warrlors 

capable ofrepeillng any att .. ok it it aho\i! ooa. ttl this tortre •• 

theory gradually ass~d a. mil1taristio emph4d .• oa foroe ud by 1MO, 

beoru:ne the antithesis of pacifilim. and. the l1berallso1atlonl.m Which 

was first associated with it. 'the oonservative laolatlonl,ts supported 

this most vehemen't;ly because it appe.led to tha Itrons .ymboh ot 

nationalism and individualism. MiUtary powrer and _tlonal •• 1f-

interest came to p.redom1nate in an 1.01at10n1,. ot power. fb. oon-

.ervatlve and hard- h.a.d.a 1aola.tlonJ..t, are_alA t.rms otblunt •• It­

int.r •• t . The A1I:Ier1ca Firat Oonaitqa was 1Ihe apex ot thtl poeition. 

111. Amerioa Fl .... t COSl1ttee, founc1.d 1ll September or 1940, ... 

organ1ced to toater national .elt.pr ••• rvatlon . ~. .elt-pre •• rvatlou 

"depended 101e1y 01' AMrioa t • own d.t.n.1 .... pow.r prot.oting th • . 

lAleXAD4 • . r DeConae (.d . ) , lao1ation and S'OUFity (Durhaa. nuke 
Un1ftrs1ty Pr •••• 1951), p. 24. 
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stem Itemisphere and not on tho Br1tS..b ntL111 O~ the EW"opean b .. lanee 

of powel' . u2 t'h& committee lnelu4&d many me!ft'berewbo were l..nglopbobee 

and ,unophob&s (ha.tred of' f01"e!,nors) . 'The poUti_al eli.senter. of 

tho 1930's 180ineludri in t ,he oom:mtte. t • ;momN,rehip . 

The ~on$erve.tl" isolatloniGts e.1moet won tho " gr ... t debate 

'bieh Qourr.d before Pearl. lfarbor. becau .• e of tb-e11" lno" ... 1ng In-. . 
:fluernbe t"om 19M to 1941. ISQ1$.t~oni811 lnc~o ... " <luriA, t~ ,perlH. 

and. was expressed in the neutral! ty leg!slf;tlonot 'hh$ mid .. t,h1l't'1e • • 

iunitlo11e ,investigation of 1914-$~.. f'o:reipev.nta of 

e.ggreselol)., Nld the corl',.,pontU.nt Am61"1un .... 0"'1011 ex;ptea .. a in 'h. 

neutrality a"ts, ' ... veale4 the eompoMuta .. %lde~~t. 'of 1.ola~10l11 .... 

nd interventionism.. DUl"inR tM t M.nl ••. , the ~"alt.:d Stat •• ' .... IdDlly 

followed a polioy of isolation, .hU"lt aotually ·wa.forQd t)y 'the 

preS$Uf!e or i'o.-elg,n ."DBta into "top. tQW .... a 001..180'tl" •• ourity. 

Cerald P. t R.punUed SenatGr tram l ortlt lhLbt&. ft. 

ehe.irznan of the Sena-te Co=n1tttJe .tIlftst!gILttng the 14lmltlou, tndq'tl"Y 

botween 1936 e.nd 1936. !his was 1\ poteotJ tor •• fot' the .~ ..... lotl Dt 

isolationism. lye was a. key figure 1. tbe, euu'bmell'tol tbe ll.utftlt~J 

la~s 4urin« tbia era. ,1 rlngJ:naa.4:r.t. o,t epeee"_ throughoutth. 

oountry, he helped to pu.bUch9 anti papul.ria. GOU ... lnte...,..ntionia" 

views . llye wa.s r.>op"uJentatS:veot tt. "g'b"tu 6I1d. prO'g,.. •• l ... tn.dltlon. 

beoause he ,aw eo-onomlo tDl'ce. $.nd ap.olal 1nkJ' ....... the .1 ... ~tlg.tor. 

of the £':I' •• t war ill 1914. __ not ldU1;a:ntly _"o_U •• to, •• 'he 

.. .. \tI:e . f, 'ilt f 

2~bi~. " f, . 251 .•• e tl-JM S. Cole. _ri.a "t."." t.~_ttl. ~ 
Agai~n.t . J;;;; .... ntiCHlt .. ltMO- 1Hl (",,'soat triURr.l.fi ir Wl'oool ......... 
IRS) ," 101' an e •• U.a ea!y.t. ~ lumary tor thle .n. &a4 th. 
Ol"gW ... t1on of thle "O\1po," 1,ol ... loni.'e . 
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wanted to prevent futUre wa.r8 and the economic depressions thAt follow 

3 wars . 

Nye was the perfeot target for the lobbying' of oertain pacii'ist 

groups . such as the National Society rdrthe Pre'vention::of War and. thl 

Women 'a International League for Peace and Freeclom. The ' failure at 

disarmament conterenaes and the defeat or ,oolleotive security gave 

cause f11'1d support to the paoifist position of isolationisl1l. Dorothy 

Det&er~ eX(tcuti'!'fe !eorauyy ot the Women'_ interp,t1onal League. tor 

Peaoe and Freedom. oontinually lobb) ed and 'urged investigation An4, 

regulation o.t the international munitions traffic . Her&fforta to pel"" 

suade Senator Nye to oonduct the investigation were aided by the 

publication of a series of books a.nd magadne articles 1n 1933 and 1954. 

These dealt with the "blood brotherhood." ttle 1t1nternational ri,llB of 
, , 

arms makers" who were oftenaocused of "fomenting Wll1"8. .abot~lJlg 

disarmament and 1nel tinS arnui ",08 • • '" 

the munitions lnveetip:e.tion begana. an investigation luto 

_ the causes of war, economic and p~ychologlo&l , and it 8.as*a. that 

"armament raoes, intemati,onal fr1ct1on and .are th .... 1Te •• ere 

encouraged by munitions manuf8.ctUl"ers and finanoiers intM:i1' quest 

tor prof1 t8 .," 6 The collapse of prosperl ty 'wi th the stook _ro'1;o,\u,.4. 

a IIgeneral d16illusi.o~nt about the v1rtu.s of UDl'eatl'alned ~e. 

enterpris • • " Cr-itio'ilm of 'bua1nes. and tl» ooncept or' goYel'DJll6nt 

'''A1''XIl8 and the Plen,." Fort~, lX (Much, 19M). 120, .. a.or p ' 
Seld •• , Iron! 'Slood8l1d Pl"ofli. {N .. lork. HUoo\U"t , Braoe and. QolDpuy, . 
1934), p: II ~ . ". " - ; , . 

SCole. Seuator Gerald , P • . Bye, . • ,. • p. 66 . 
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l"ogulatiOD. ot industl'yfor the weU'ar9 et the •• ses was eommon 11'1 

these yea!'s. Oona~quently .• the munitions iuvestlga.t1oD was popu18.1'1y 

supported by the _Jority of Ame:r1o:&ns, because 

Tbe ant1-bueinees eh.ara0t~l" of the IJ1W'ltt1.one inquiry wile rooted In. 
both rural am urbAn values Md both liberal and racU.cal patterns 
'ere pl"$,eent. Liberals generAlly hoped that them.wltlona iaqulry 

would r\!lGult in gOV'eJ'1'llMnt <Jontrol of mUllit1ons' ln4ustt1e£ and .11. 
1'1n&MejI'Mloale (both upban anel lrUl'al) pntt.rnd natta-t1, ... tlors 
of tho8e industr~l units l"cqui,&d tor national dei"enee .• 

TIm investigation reveti1.ed information .. 'bout t~~~ ~(rUvlt1e8 of 

sh~dtwt and UJyatol"!ous tlgUl'GS in the international munltlons 'bl.Wi •••• 

lett" ff'the wi'tness$$ dld not look like bloodth1rl~tmarebant' of d •• :t,h. · 

or the ll'.ostp9.J't' th.,. woere prospero\l$, N$peoted buai:oo._.n 'telUIllt ' 

of' thoir Q,orporato orga,nieaticne. 'their 't)\~.1n$.s _th.04.a tond tho protlt. 

and losses of th&ir firms . ll 7 The eomm1:ttee waa more tnte,.es:te.d in 

exposing "'ther than ezple.ining, so itl. ' C'ODC luaiona Wel'e emotional, end 

"$oJ!> reaohing. 'I'be In?e$tl,atora chaJ"ge4 that th.e ..... a.a ml101Ai Gorrup'blo*, 

in the huge profits of the' munlt.1OU$ manufA.ctW"Gl"l . Cbalraa.n :Nr-. 
umminft UD one day's 41~clo$ures •• a1d theN' pre.~ -emphatlo proot 

the.t.irrllspe<)'biVo ' of the desire ot the .tate department [:t tbe Qe .. -

Conference in 192!l to aooOAU?Uab to_thing worth .bile. it wao .. ,.'oul ,­

hampered 'trY' th.e .at- clepartm&n.t and the COIIII1IiIf'C& d&pIlf't-.nt. whtch w •• 
. . '. . ' '. . . 8 

,t the beck ani! 0,,1101 tbs tn.ul11t1onelnduetr)"' .• " · 11m', 'tihe in,voetl,.t_. 
~ # , 9 ~...... ' ( M pc , . • i .e 

6 ..' 
t~td •• p. e1 . 

f . 
Ibid . , p. "IS . 

80hl0.,0 ' ~.i1)~. ~"~i'Ilbe~ 6" 1 .... 'b • .nl01. ora the oo.,t .. 
he~i1'lg.l oOllitInuea to relatethe:tt ~I'~n Roove,. SeoNta,." of C'OlII'IIn_ 
in 192:6, had &fin.n,.' a •• t!.ftg be~. ·I~" and .,,.oup ,of .t .. ,. 
depar't_n'~.f'f1cl .. 1. and .eve,al of tho ul._,.t •• to the 'Go»va ..... ' , 
contereneo ." ' !fooftr • • , that tl ... had ~o14 ,tlut lIl&l:luta0tve .. e "bat-a. 
te tM HpreaeD.tattone made by the _ . '.pu"'t_nt, the _"¥ depart_at 
.. 1:Jd 'the manutl.octur.,rtl o.QM1ttQ. tohe P.~t.d St" •• > delept.'1 \YOulQ .... 
reaeJlV8.t1ona on the proposea. 4n.ft _ieb ,",ula, •• i:t: ~ •• & to AmlIJrloan 
1at.r.'t . ... 



revealed the 0108& ootmeotio1l8 of the manuf'aotw-ers ' with the Na.vy and 

War Depart-ments, as well as the unsor upulous sales teohniques in the ' 

e:,gportati on of mun! t10ns to the Chinese ,and Le.t1n Amer1oans . 9 

Xbe entire nature of Nyets Comndttee led to a belief that 

rio&.'18 entrY in the great war was ' baaed on p~ly eoonomioterme . · 
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The widespread publ'icity aocorded the investigat ion unit'led publio 

opinion and centered it upon the isolationist po.ition, thereby spelling 

dei'eat for Roosevelt 'sElfforts tor an lnterna.tl.onaliat ,foreign polioy 

and mw..tilateral oontrol of armalll&nt. . Wh11e en40relng tNt munlt10M 

investigat10n on Way 18, 1934, in a measag. to Congreas , Pre.ident 

nooseve1t also reoOlllln(fnded that the Senate 'approve the 1925 Geneva Arma 

Convention. This contradictory posit1on, taken by the Adm1n18tr!l>t1on in 

supporting both the Ny. Committoe and lJ1Ult11ateral dl.a,..nt. reaulte4 

in tne sucoees or Nye 1 s solution. unilateral control of armament.. 'he 

Senate approved both positions, but Senator Willi .. 'H. King of Utah 

ttaohed a "technical reservation relating to 1'.1'81. that .&. unaooeptable 

to the other aignatol"1es and thU8 blooked AJnerio~ adherenoe to the 

convention . lIlO America bega,n to drift tQ\fard 1101at1onbm in tnt. 

period, and in 1935, embodied this position in Neutrality legi.latlo1h 

The l...merioan people were indifferent to torelgn affaira. r heY' 

were conoernedw1 th aol vlng their eool'lolDio depression at home and 

eleQted a OOIlg,l"essd.om:1nated byholatlonllt.. .A.rler1oan £0,re1gn polio), 

in t he 1930'. was' not framed in Vlash1ngton, butbJ, the tor-e1gn ollpltal" 

of the world . Events .. bread determined dOlaa.t1o "ttl tudes and Amerioan 
--'--~-~ 

into 

l Oaober't A. Divine, ,fhe IlIu.iop.ol.~.utl'alitl(ChloagoJ 'Gn1nr.1t)' 
of Chioago Pre •• , 1962), p. 61. 



newspapers 1nterpr~~d both public op!nion and foreign events in an 

an. effort 'bo infl\1enoe the formulation of polioies . 

The internationalists ,of the 1930'. valiutly attempt.d ., ') 

to oppose the . :r~sing tide of isolatlonh~ 'in the tT~ted States . The 
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euly, liberal And ~Qlfhtio iaolationi.t$ were rapidly ,beooming oon~ 

servative in thei r opposition to RooileTelt',_ strong e~ •• utlve role in 

Big Government. Theinternat ionaUsta ad ... plee.tor the restoration 

of Ameri olUl adhen.nee to the World Cou~ in 1986. but were d.t •• ted 'bf 

the Amerioan fear of foreign entans1e1ll8nta . The Senate debated the 

issue tor the last tt_ in Januuy. 1935. but ,.tber Co~hl111and the 

Hearst press ore~tecl suoh a s tOr1Jt: ot protest through letters and tele· 

&rams that the World Court protoool wa. 4~f.ated by.even vetes' in 

the Senate . 11 

Hitler's rise to pOW'er in 19S3. loUd, hi., lub.equent redden 

and. breaking of the Versaill •• settlement •• t the pattern tor A_r1oea 

foreign polioy i n the pr e-World War 11: period, F,o~elgn ,aotiona &1 ... y • 

led to Amerio~ r eaotion. . en, 1fitler .... ounoedl~ 193', that Gel"'~ . , 

had secretly re-establhhed her aIr toroeand 'Would ro.tore un1 ve.1' •• 1 

consoription, h. dl' .. lt the death blow to -.ltllateral eli.armament and, , . , 

began line stop. in the d1,,,olutlon of tbe b&~1lO'4l .... ot ... pow.r .y.ta. 

The noter. of World War I did not unite 111 their oppoa1tlon to lIltle .... 
" . 

and G(I~ once again "a' to be 0_ of tne g:re.-t European po.~n·. . fbi. 

was inplieit in the Sritl~h treaty with G.J"1U.nY • • 1gMd lnJuu., 19Z., 

whioh allowed Hitler .. bAvy one-third the .s. .. ot' England ' • • 

On December S, 1934 •. Ethiopian an~ Ital1en troop. clashed 1n: ~ 

l1P1vlne, The aeluo1;Ant , •• ! •• p. 12. 
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an inoident at Ualwal in Ethiopia . fu1ng t hl" incideut u.s Q. ehanos to 

prowXtaly's stature 11$ a i'asQi$t world power. Muss.oUn! demanded an 

unreasor&a-ble indemnity 8Jld apology from Bluperot" naile Se1a8S1& ot 

Ethiopi" . While the League CounQUpoaiipmed Q. solution of the problem 

by seeking' al'bitl·atlon, MU.ssol;tni QQnt1nu...llyeent vut Ilumbere of 

Italian troops to ItaUan: colonies: netr Etbiopia in preparation for 

W9.l". 

Almost e.11 Atnerioans agreed lflth the Ny. Committee in ita 

ultimate purpose of .kseping the United States out of t'ol"eign "are. !he 

E:uropean crisis ave.r the aggretUtion 1n Ethiopia tot"c.d 1I..ln&l"icana 'to 

debate the best l1',eans. to avoid in;~lvement . *lhe Oon:n1.~t: between 

isolationists and internation-.lhts began in earneat in 1955. and h.teG 

until Pearl Harbor was bombed. the aol\tt-lon to the debate was {"oreed 

upon Amerioans by events and decisions _de abroad . 

Th .. international1sts we.nted to .~old war 'by collective '.oUl'lty. 

Henry L . St1meon, former Seore-tary of State. lU".gued tb.at the lt$lloU. 
. , . 

Briand Pact made wars ot aggreaa1oJ,'l . : cr1me. fie sa.id .. in August, ' lJ$2 . 

"This mitan. tha'b, wu ht.. beOOlQle 111-6ga1 througbout the on.tlt'. worlel . ft
' 

, 
All pea.oe ... lovlng nat1.ons 'Were obligated t ,o join an · intornt.tlo%141 ' 

"sheriff's pOIse" , to o .. toh a.t\Y ~wea.oi" nation, !hie was a ~r&luul 

legaldutY :(Uld it .... 8th. only "rt .. 1~ PJ".ftfltatlve to other wara . ll 

the 1fto,latloni.t. rejected the ArS\:1Jl*'G'b fo.r oollect1"" a.ourlV 

and in.Uted that "t.r ft.. inente.ble . The cm1y rtoour .. to the tI=dte4 

Stato.' was, to end po1iti~ agr.e • .ut. "i1:1. ih,u-ope and _blt&~n etrietl 

neutr.ut ty ln, "t~renoe W :Eu~pean problema and 1ntere:.t.. l1'on1o&111. 

p . 16. 
12 -t . 1'1\ . "1 . " ", I'M.._ . 

D1v 4 ne , ,be Il ;\1.'0%1 ••• , " , . 1" ul'9ine . '<A<~~ fteluotu'. ~ •• , 
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Charle. \v"rf'\e-11j an inte"'llatlonllia·t,provi,dM the lso1"tionist, with 

the be.t plan. tor Aui41'iGtt.ts i .IG1&t1on from EUl:"opea.n wars . lie proposed 

thIJ..t 1l.mBl-io& ",furrendlll" Many of he-r trad1 tIona1 neutr&.l r1g'1'1.t$ during 

war .1'b\l&tlo~ end oallttd tor leg1slat1.on ,to implement this proposal . 

Ami should .b,e tor biddell .to belligeren.t. , pri-va.te banket:'s should .be 

.bamed f"'lQ~it:lg fund_ to, warr1:tl,$ .~At.. ~d Am.e1"ieM oithens should 

be pre"nllt.~ t'l"o~ .traveUng OD; bel,ligerentshlps . As long .as thea 

right ..... &~ 10 dis,..gardedby tho 1QU'rinl} ~,at10.n • . ln the last war and 

fl.. !met'ioa was 111'Vol~ 1n the Gon£'l1ot i~ All attempt to proteot 'then. 

they shoul d be re~lnded .s 'traditio_l. lI\eut"'~ right. . flrt is better 

that. our o!tiJena anollld i'ltm the ri.k ot oOmmB1701 .. 1 losa, than that the 

OOWltry .hould be invc lved in eo wa.r t Qproteet their ftUeged oomntercia l 

-t ""'" .13 lIT.I;.g4~w$ . 

the lde .... . 'Of~ am emb.e.rgo" ban on loans and prohibition of 

travel 'On 'b$~l1.~ll'ent .• hlp$ 1mp1;'eased, the Seere~ary of State, CQrdell 
'. 

Bull. liull •. .o~i¥ an analyds at tlle . prop~sa.l. s by a $t&1i& Department 

oQtllltdttee. trhiohin tlU"n. asked ilarron to .ubm1t .. r.,port on his 

reo ... ndatiop.. and argU1Mnt8 . Pres~dant 'Roosevelt approved the report 

and ori.red .. d.raft bill 'to be made up. 

over the. fe.tve Qt aD ~ em'ba%"go . 

ct»n:f'U.ot arose, however. 

lull-, legal aclvi .. ors indiaat.ed that aa embal"go would have, to 

apply im.parttally to tJ.lbelligerenttt if it;lternational law was to b 

'Obeyed. Tb.18 wall the- , same vgument . whioh Hiram John.on used in his 

.. ndaent to t_193.3 proposal tor an a.rm. embargo. Johnsoo's a.DlItndrn.ent 

13'Cba~le8 Warren. "troubles of .. t18~t .. a.l , '" Foreie Affai.r4 , Xl t 
(April .. 19M l. 391 . 
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radically altere4 the mtUl"G ·of the erabargo. resolut1t>n _t tbat time. 

beoa.uae it p:t9posed to tl"ansf~:na Qo- operat1otl with EUJI'6~ CQll.o~lw 

security .... ures' into. en isolatlonl$tetEon to ,;/rold 1:nvolv$m8nt 1n 

foreign Warfh Roosevelt appl"owQ the amend.at a15.4 ga.ve up hi. etto.rb 

to 00$1>11 w1tb Nonnan Dansle plan to eo~o,.r .. t. wltho'bh9r atatea m 

the fight ,againsti; e,ggre&aar nat1olls . 1' Whil. mald.ng .. plet. tol" ,a 

genulne41aaftltml8nt agJ'eem.ent on 1_ :22, 19U at the Gene. ru..lumame,nt 

ConfereaCe. Davi,sCtxpla.1Md what Al'IJeJ'loa". plut wre, 

Vie an ~,llll'll to contul t the o\beJ'l .<batea i.a oase 01' a thnat to 
peaoe I with 'I. -.1e. .. toa. ... ertlngtheoc:u:li."'u,ot. f ,\lrilwr tha tb, .. t.1l:t 
'the ,event tbat the states. in ®nfetenoe. tt.t.tm1ne tha.t a .ta.te 
.abeen gutlty otabre .. ch of th. peaoe in YlOlat10Jl ot ltl intell­
nat1ona.l obllpt1one and tab. : ... ur .... ,dnat the rlolti.toJ'. th ... 
it' we Ganow,- 10 the judgmtn:b ,..ndoreela, to, ilht ... ap:onalb16 .. fA . 
gutlty p$rt~ "We ,,111 r~tn,1n 1"roll an.y .o~t~1\ ~.natQg todeleatauoh 
0011e011" e~tort . • bloh ~bctS$ ltatea _7 tb.u ma.b W ,...tOt'e 
peaoe . 

Although Rooaevelt Q,gned wJ:tb Darl,·. plaal tor a ·oolleott" •• fton­

to maiinta.ln p$ao8. he ,uooU'lllbed to 1,ol .. tlonl.t 'ent.iment. tn lJU. 

t he Wv,en "eponot ~~18 _d. tbe uma 81l'be.rgo 8114 lta.p,lloatlou 

&. my haue 1ft 'the .tr.ri 'to atar !outot 1fN". n .. 'd.a ,,,_In ant.d t_ 
}?r.s1dent to be g! veathe ,were to 1."" _ "'l"10 onl7 on &Sgr ••• o ... 

and not on the vi o'''lfI8 of lfflt". ,But '\lat ,a. the . 'ttort to mAke tM 

United States .. 1.4<1., in the p .. e" ... lc:m or war tal1t4 in 1981 •. the 

simil .... "tort ,of thetntenatlonal!,t,. JU1.a. u. 19$6. 'n. Pndc1e.t 

'Would. not be g1ven dla,u·.tlonary power. __ would be baml_cl to tlle 

'1:mtooenta.s ... U .. e the guilty. fa. al"&'_nt at 'tb.Old,oaIO, .. :l.b.­

,prevailed. ttey Mel .altorlall,.ed., "Yltb pOnl" to tt_ pr,lc, •• , 110-•• 

)ADIV1_.tMtl.l~.~~n • • .; LI' p. M. 

lip.,p&l"1Dnt . of St.te. Pe~04/ .. ~ .. War • . 'Un!. ted$t"~..'01"--!e. .'. 
Po.l10l' 1911",,1~,1 (wublngtolu 'Oft~t PfSiq ofK ••• lAS"". U8-$9. 



.1ndustrie$. and conscript property he ttd.gb.t deem essential to th~ , 

condu~ of the wQr, the President virtually would be a diotator . u1a 
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PVQ.d.ox1c&.lly" Roosevelt ,aided the '8018.t101l1$1; oa.Use by8.aldng 

th.e mmabe~s ,ot t ,h$ Nye oomroittoe to .tudy the enUre lesue of neutrality 

in an $ttort to p~p.Qrea4.equate lflgielt.tton. Although surprised, 'th4J 

Senators wbo had l\ntlo1pated, legislative proposals only ,to oontrol 

munitions ~r .. oture. began dratt1.ng three _ut~aU.ty reaolutlon,e . 

l'h&seweJ"~ introduced in, Congl'eaUl by lye' arut Seator 'Bermet C. Clark 

ot muoUJ't , the high •• t rant(.1n.g Demoorat on the 1,(un!tlonaColllD1tt.e" 

in ApJ1. 1 , ' 1935. To a.o1d involvement te: u1 foreign confl.ict._ the 

United states w,oulc1 adopt the auto_tic de11.08' at the Neutrality 

Aots . 

')18 neutrel1.ty program wa, delayed. in the S •. nat. i, Foreign 

Relations Co.mm1ttee beoau'e ot Rullts and Davi'a-a tntel'TentiOll to del.,. 

l~gislation on t~ embargo provision. 1'n. ~tat.aepa.irt!ilO1'lt ·ADd \he, 

President 80Ugp,t a d1ecr1l11.1.natory arJll,S embargo , but tWl .oreening 

,thiopian $ltua.tlonhad ,mad.-Congrets ,tFouily isolationist . nu. 

isolationhm was eneouraged by t~he anti- Roo.e-r.elt and 6J1ti .... u· ""'&Q.-

. nta in the pl'e8e . !he. Oh1Q!;Io. llrib~ ... 14 that • AutomAtic embargM' 

mh:ht be Ngard.-d as g\lllrantl., of n.ut.-.. litJ. Uothtn.g ot the Id.ad 'lUi. 

be pretended tor the tiiaeretion1ll!'Y embv.so. It 11 .. we.y at ak1nc 1I'v • 

• R,oo'evelt oppo •• 4 the autonatie _thod -.d nnted the ' otber. -- 11 the 

Sena~on J"etrpond.a to the lmplioe.tlo11that t_ PretieJ.ent waDted to ' __ 

war by ,-e._i.,ting the A-4m1n1etrat1on'. I1ropo ... l . they iDaugtu'atede. 

fll1bu81at,r. on Au&u.8t 20th. O. Seilatol' .xpr ••• ed: hi, •• Jltt_nta 1n 

16 April 8. 1936. 
11 . 

AU&1at a4. 1936. 
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private by ,saying that h"es1dent , ... aD-It waS, Dl"idlnSt tor M tal.l it 

he insiat,s ••• o,n des,i ; "r~'so' ln accorianoewlth t. 

tho Leagu$ ~t Nation • • "l8 Rooaegelt capltuiated bet~re the 

filibuster W(US thr_ hoUrs ol d. The first Neutnt11ty Act waa paSS" 

August 21. 1930 W1tbo~ one dJ.:.s'ent1ng vote. Roo •• YOlt 8usgeatod .. 

tew t~lm.iCl!tl change. end limite-d the bIll to a sis month perlod. be. 

fore the Rouse a.pp!"o~lt t .. 

!~ impartlal.u'm tbe.rgo-lll1i:ted to armt. a11m\Ul1ltlon .. 

toola ot,,~ aa ~fined by the .1dent-....... the key prod.loft. 

htle 8:igidng ~h&_ct, ilooHftlt wamed tb.t it -m1ght haft e~otly tt. 

oppostto ettfect floes that whioh was 1n'telldecl. III other worda, the 

intle.mole prov1sio.ns ad,htdre,g U$ into ... 1n,tM.d of k •• ping u 

out. wi", ROQsev.lt t " actione in 1n1tla:t1ng tho work 01' tbl 1'1,.. 00_,"_ 

,pproving the Wa.rren orandurn and then re,luctatrtl), $1gn1a.g "he 

mmtnn legietlatlon into law, would ... 1noonsiateat. Yet, he a •• l.,.4 

, neutrality poUcy to prevGttt M-Y forced detel1$e of ~J"lc .. n 0.0 __ "SI.1 

interests . hl$tol"le.n" 1tobert Divine. recon~11.d the a.1tuat1on b7 

pninting out that RooaeVf)lt 

llou.ld prefer to. conduot Amel"1can poltoy tf'ge fram ¢nGtl-onal .aM 
0011040 pl'e8$Ure, .8t\d with '0,1. Npri to tIm4.,.ntal national 

1nteNJ.$ts. Most ot all. , h. _mea flesibl".legJ;$lat1tm !6l1n1ng 
him a l&I"R. degree of exeouti va 1 ...... bip. 0 

be imlla"l&l ~t·Ory a1'Dl8 emhv&O d14no' ... ti.ly h1m. but 

alway. the PNs-tl..o pol1tlcUn. bit 00 •• '" wlth a .is .nt.b U.m11:. 

whUe t"ft.l181P1! that the lmputlal •• 'bI.r&O .,.u1d .1p land-loaked. 

liL , 
-Ulv1ne. '_blllO~ . e o. _., p . ao. 

19n6partDlifUlt QS St&t • . , p. a12 . 

200191.,. f_ llelwt-ant , •• • p. '2. 



Ethiopie. whioh had neither the sh1pping, POI' the finanoial resources 

to trad.e w1th too United States . 

The Neutrality ,Aot rei'lected the 1s-olatiQn.l.&t a.ttitude in tbe 

29 

1930'11. ~he Soot f orced the President to levy ' an Unpartla1 arms e-li1.bertio 

when war 'trok'$ out " betwe~n two or mOrenaticna . '!taluo allowed' tlW ' 

President ' to use bis discretion' to proclAim that 'Alnerican citizens who 

travel on belligerent $hips did 8Q at thelr own: nak" and' it cree-tad th. 

National. Mun1t1ona ' Control 13oa.rd whiCh-Vla8to 'U.cense and supervise 

exportation 'Qf ~nts from the United $.tat.e . Yet ,. lI'hen 'thee, pro­

visi<>ne 'were ohallenged by1'ore-ign events. they were ut.d 'by the Roo ••• lt 

Administn.tion to 'promote oolleotive ' sec'U.l"ity and an 1nte,rne.tionui.m 

in the United States t .f0'1'e1p policy. 

'~'~n Italy 'attaelced and, invad.ed Ethiopia. on October 3. 1931>. 

Rull epoke for the Administration when h, urged Amorioan business men 

to abide 'by a "moral embargo" emdavo1d 'trade with the belligel'enta . 

It W(lS obvious that ~lWn6.tion of oil. copper and scrap lron would hum 

I taly, who waa onfi of the ma.jOl' importer. of tbe~e 'items . null 

succeeded in enforoing this tI'mon.l em'bargo1t 'by threatening to p\,lbliab 

the names of the firms whlchwere enge.g~d in tradlng and profiting nth 

Xte.ly . 21 

The United States supported colleotive •• ~urltY' by disoOUl"sglil& 

e:x:porta.tion of 'war atsrial .. while thelAague o.f .Nations £&11e4 . fhe 

Le&.gue did not entol"oe the eoonolldc.anotionl age..1nst the two belUge:re,nt. 

,and they had never placed oil or petroleum on the .mbargo list . 

l3eoa:uae the ' I,.el.$ue chose ' o.ppea$ement . the 1)'n1t.<l Stat.. oould not 

21!b1d •• p. 25. 



.0 
purs.uea bold policy of GQ .. ope~tion with the League • &nef'iea 'WQS 

. .", ' , I 

overtlY, unanimous in 1ts. is.Qlati~aist stanQ •• even. though E~roi' 

Hf1~l$' Sela,s ,Gie V(fU"D;ed the world tha~ hi. 1 __ ~t ,stJ"Qggle with I talY' 

me,y tau-oheff $ ,oontHct tha;t will, threaten fftheve#y e:dat$l1ce of 
'.' • ' • ! • ," 

b~s:~y.tt~$ , " 

In .F~brt$;ry. :1~,36" R~oseve-lt 'r$l-uotantly .. coeplied a oDe year . 
I ! I ~ , !.: r ' ; ,. ' ' •. 1 • ,) ',-' 

xtensio-n ('j.~ t.he o:r~glMl ~ix .month Nctutl"'a11ty Aot •. ad,ding .. proviai.o." 
, ,-' • • i " . . , ,~. I , ~ I'" 1 

£01" a blLn on l(,HUUJto bel1.iterent nation. . CongresS' .bact 4eniedthe 
': . . .. ' I.., ! ; , J' ',j ~,'..f t· - , ' ' '. . 

Preeideat .dls~~ttona~ p01fElr :to oontt'ol the flow of al1. trade nth 
• \ '<. ' \' ' . . , . ,',' '.' 1 

wa.rring p&Wera . .Cne week after the 1916 N.ut .... Uty .lot we.a l ;lped. 
I • " ,.. • -," ,I i,'J', ,.,' I "" ';" , . 

Hltle~ b~qke , both the L<?0a~o ,and V.~a,al~le~ Tr •• tl •• Uldard~, ... i the 

military rGooQupat.lon of the Rhineland . 
" ~. . , 

the League .CeUllcil resGlv.-ed to oond_ GenaJ1f tor rlolatillg 
. • I' 

the treat1~U but dId nQt recommend. any eooMmio 01' pol1tic .. l Imo'lona. 
" .', 

Instead , the "Op';U:.cil invited llltler ~Opl."~pO'.e ," new .eQurlt, IJ,t_ 

for E-g,rope, Iff lU.t.:ter res·pond.a 111 thre&a8urano.. th"t ~ he.d notplamittii 
'.. • f' . ,. . 

on a.ny more ter!'itorial olaims in Burope e.ud _de a p:ropol .. l 1 .. '1''' 

ve.-gue. ~nt1"fl.v. year nont,ggrel8!,.;o!1 ,paot. the Brltl.h ,and Fnaoll 

were not ,willing to, risk. ftr' . .. even It ,tbef 'Kerf) o.~a.in ot w1~~ 

Ni t lar recognS.~.d hi. p'r0bolog1oalad:v1U+tar;ee OWl" thedldlluaione4 

victors o.f World W'aJi 1. fh.u~e, devel.opDIIItAt. al.o re'lnforoe4 tb. 
0; .. , ' 

laolat1oniat aentb_nts of AmeriM. As lobert li1""_ 01 ..... 1y at .. te4, 
'. ! 

it would ha.ve b"n a . :remarkabl. ACt o~A.lth ror the United at .. wa 
to .ere-c. ,~lleotlV$ .eoUl'ity, A . • tro.DC, __ lid ' by the wtJ'stern ' 
d«lftO.ore.Ql •• mt~t kve permltted Roo •• ftlt to ofte,. A ... loan 
support_ but :anti.h t.nd French a.ppe .... llt e~ll$dthe l1i1it«id 

. States to •• k .eourS:'ty by lneuli.t,ln.et tt •• 1t tro. Ewoo,. . ~ 

2~e~cal! . 'rtb~. Auguat ae,. 191&. 
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European appease" were in i Vf!J'l"1 f'eal$ensEJ t~le co-a.uthut"e or 
I"ican neutraU.t)' pol1oy . 3 . 

tildes tho Itall·an-Etblop1anorla!& and the ae-oession of the 

Garwma to E.urepean .mlUta:ry end political 1'.$1'. the Spanish Civil 

, wuioh beg.e.n on July la, 1938. did mo ... · than axa,ytb1ng el .. to promote 

nonintervention at bOmB in rica. and evon e.br*. ~on·lnte.~1oa 

C 0lIUIJi tt' 

tho ah!. 

Geed of twenty-five nat:lor&e 111 Europe. tried to P""Jlt 

t ot arms to eith&r the Lqyalttt« on the alde of the aepublto. 

or to the revolting members of t .M .na.m.tl ..... mU1tal"f Fuciate. .Ae 

Gonn~ and Italy e.1ded the Fasclst., entl tnly the Soviet Union 

upported th .• Loye.U.sta. the EU1"opean policy or non1nterventiQn led to 

tho success of' Faso1am in Spa:trh 

Spanisb C1v.1l W&r shoot the Amerlo.an pcJopt. out ·of thelf' 

conoern fOr dO!ll$st1c 8.£'1'8.11'8" aM theU· apa1:)lrteJlr'ard tor.lp .-MD' •• 
It jor conoel'n oJ.' tb., perlod. ,Aatttloan C.'h~}'lo. u4 richt .. 

tlli ~.rO U .. .. ... 101" O'f tbe 

Churoh fro Iwam. ethel' ft_ n .... l ... $··, .... the ft:1!' •• 

'6. confliot between Uemoon.CJ' and Faaol$ ~otall'arlan:t... Allen 1t04, •• 

and He Gnves said it oould k ••• n ia ..... way •• 

.. ~"a.8c1.m versua COtIll!llmism.or Tota11tar1an1R Vel"WIDem.ocr.,... 
or ttu;r an4 G.~ veraus England e.nd Franae ~ ·or Force versus 
Libert)". ot' Rebela vef'Su. C~n.t1'tu.t1onal Go ........ nt. Qr Dalibarl •• 

rSU$ eultW"e, oree.tb?l1cUln vel"(n.l8 Atheism. ot' tibo UppttJ" 01 ... ,.. •• 
versus tbo tower. or Order 'ftrSU' AnarWl1-.h~1" ou'. mlld •• Jc»4 . 

As a. resUlt 01' pgpular h1ter.&t in tbe Sp'n1.b ·oont11ct. Roo .. ,..lt 

anted toO'o-operato w1 th the .. etel"tl demoor&cle'. but M cau14 not do 

so openly bee.un ot tba leol .. tlonlat strength 111 Congres. . AP!il. ·t~ 

etj. k ! !I - • in .. 

2~11"1ne. ~;a.l~it&llt • ~ ~ . , pt. 2t040, 11. 

'h QW)ted 1n ~v1n J3arnt"t, Zbo y..,. .• attwe., " D ..... tloVl_ 
ot.~, Tn.tie.; ~<l T~rt1'. (Boetolu U;"tl • . , Iroft a.4 COll~~ 1942'. , . lTO 
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Administration adopted ,~ moral embaTgo on war materials for elther dde 

of the civil contliQt in Spain . this met 'With approval from both the 

interventiollistaand the :leole.t1onist&, ... Ameri.ca wes OQ- operatins with 

the Europeu domoorao1estuld was staying out of war u well . On Janu&;J"Y 

7. 1937, the : moral ~mblU"go was 1e,1151&teo. into law. 

the Spanish e.nns embaro lea to Oo~.re.aioJ),&l oonslde~at10n or 

permanent neutrality legislat101h The problem ot flaking it pe~nt 

in 1937, 111 thout endaJ.lgering proaperi ty ~ a!lei ,t11l. promoting peac ...... . 

enorInOus . Tho Neutrality Act ot May 1, 1957 ~ extended inciefinitely 

the former provisions . and Ameri.can o1t1len8 .. ere .forbidden rather t~ 

wa.rned against taking ~a.sage on any' belli.gerent ahlp, . The Presia.at 

had. nO' ehance to stop the threat of _W.I.ion in Evope' by using hi. 

discretion in restrioting trade to oertain itema, tb$pe'by favoring one . . ' . 

nation or the otber . He was a.lmoat ... pped into an enftlopi».g, bUn4 

defense of neutral rights . Theca.h ,ud cart'}' feature whioh ... 8 to, " 

incl Ud8Q. in the AQt , however , did allow for leM ooaprom1are on thi. 

vtta.lissue . 

Bernard. Caruchprovlded th:h oompromi.. bew.en th...dvooat •• 

of lnternat1onal1'1ll M4 ieJolat1onlsm. Yfrl,t1.n,g in 19a6. he. propos.d a 

oa.sh and carrypo11oy tor 1nt8rnat1o~1 tn-d. . 11. vgued. tbt.t tilt, 

traneportation, n.ot the &ale, of 1004, to ~lliger.nt. involved t~ 

nation in the d .lk of wu. ae pointed out tbe lJ"Gny ot M1erioe.n 

embargoes end 11m1tatloD.s oitra-de. ,xt econOldob9yQotts wer e ,put lnt,o 

eil'ect by ~ United States, this natiO'n. wou.ld be parilclpat1ng in war 

no matter how one looked Ai: 1t . In order .0 ..... old tn. desvruotlon 0' ~ 

Amerioa.n property and th6 loss ot' Anie~:loan livo8 , he pl"opos.d the ca.h 

and oarry prino.1pl., "We .. d .ll sell to a.D1 btilUgerent anythingesoept 



lethal weapons, . but the ~erms are '.cAsh on the hvrel- head'and come 

and get It·. tt26 

33 

Baruch solved the problem ot me.1.nta.1n1116 the high ra.tes 01' profit 

and prosperity- w1tbout the risk Qt involvi;ng the United S_tea in war . 

But 1 t would never produce the;t genl.llne neutl'al:i:tylt aoUSht 'bySenA:Wr 

liye and his tollOYle.rs . It 'Would tavor the nat10ns with saa. pQWef' an4 

penalize their opponents andlt "'1lould c.-ea.t. the t1~ ot eooaolld,o tie. 

that Nye deplored. the isolationists teltthat 

ealt~nations that controlled the sea. oould .timtllat., a. • .,. 
boom in the UnltedStates and thus oree.te .a powel'1!ul. Amerioan 
1nt~n;'est in the outoome ·0£ 'f4!l'J ", .. "in. progrea. . 'lot d.,pite 
these dtawbaQks t t he c&ah-and .. carry plan otro'recl an attnott..,. . 
6.1temative to a n$.tion that wanted peace, but not at any 1»"10 • • 26 

The cash end oarJ"Y prov1 a:l.on ot the 1931 Beut,ali~ Aot .a'. 

temporary and would expire i n ttro ye .. ra, lihUe the other proviston. in 

the Act were pe~nt. It cUd give the President d1soret1onary 

authorIty to pla~ all tl'ade w1th 'belUge:rents under thl.tQrm:ala. 

The opln1on ot the nation allowed Roosevelt to .ucQeed. 1n bi, oOJDproad .. _ 

The nation ohose to pre.or1be .et rulesl the •••• r. then pr'OGlal_d 

abroad so that pot.mi. .. l 8.ggreSSOl"8 oou1d easily pr.-p .... e tOJ! AmerloNl, 

reaotion 1nsiiead ot antlolpating a.otive Amtrican leader.Mp_ 

By tbe tall of 193'1 .. foreign .vente again forced a r ... ot10n on 

America' a part . r ho Japanese 'he,4 lnVfl.cled Chi.nt.. the Fucitt. bad 

achieved Bome major v1otorl.. in S.pe.1n, t» Gerails, ItaUan .• and 

Japanese -.g1':o.d to co-opere..tein tbe Ro • • P.rlbl W. end in the Anti-

Co.m1ntern p:act . tbe Pre.ldent 01' the lhd ted stat.. -\Ul'Ded from hi. 

16Bel'nard JJ-.tl1Cn. .. Weutrel.l ty.. Curt.at Q .I't0tt, X£I'¥" (tflaDe, ~ 
19S6), .a. . . 

26 . . . '16#! Divine , T~Ulua1op _ . •• , p. v _ 
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preOOQupe:tlon 'with ,solving the domestic depresaionand ' turned his 

att'ention upon the formulation, ot a more vigorous foreign polioy. Se. 

had succeeded in his comprozlU.&e wi tb neutl"al1 ty and presidential 'poWer 

to regulate trade~ but now attempted to atop tho drift toward isolatioul •• 

as foroign 8vent$ ' be'carue more ominous . 

Whil~ AdQresciDg & large au41enoe dur1ng ceremonie. ded1eati~ 

a bridge in Chicago on Ootober 5, 1931, .Pre.ident Roo.e.".lt revealedht.:I 

new interest in fQreign affairs. In hi. ' \leat.onorous voioe, he Rld,. 

The ' Peace-1ovi~$ _tlons must make a conoerted .ffort 1noppoe1tlon 
to 'thOse violations Qf treatie8and , tho •• itnetrings ot hwaane 
instinots which tOday are or.attn, .. atate 'of' international.....nbr 
and ' instability trom which thor. ' 18 no e,o,ape"tbrOUlh JROre lIo1 .. tloa 
or neutrality_ •• '. There is, a solidarity and lnteriegendenoe about 
the ~dern world • • • whioh ~.. it i~e.lble tor aqy Dation 
completel) to isolate' itself from. econom1o andpol1t1oal \lpM«Lftl. 
1n the restot the \forld . _ • • When •• pi4em1c of phy.1."l 
disease starte to spread" the oom1.llUn1ty approve. ana joine in a 
quarantine, ot the patients in order to, proteot the health of the 
ootmnWli ty against the spread ot the die.a.. . • • • ' War 1 ... 
contagion. whether It be deolared or unaeelaNd. ••• w. "" 
determined ' tO keep out or_ar, y.t ... 6.Uilot inaure o\U".el~. " 
against the disastrQus effecta o,t 'War and the clanger. of lnvolw __ • e 

• I' • ! " 

This famous "quar.antine" speeob natUJ"al1y ... iL ..... da eton ot prote.t U, 
, ' 

most of the press .1~h was predomiaantly isolationist at tbt, tt.. . 
I ..! I ~ ~ , 

The Obioa.lo ~ry.~une r.ported that Chicagoan. found. theae1,.., 
. --. ) I" I' '. " 

the oenter of, a .0rld-h\U"~lofUJ,. ot war fright . Pre.la.nt Roo •• ft1t 
oame to Chloago tobl •• " the' bd.dgethat .pan.-'bfo a.ltpttul aiJd 
peaoeful pat"k eyat.. . He talke4 ..... • •• !. PH.iel.at 
01 ..... 11 stated that ' tne l:1n1tec1' statt. :a1p.t 'beooapell~ to enter

2
, 

a.ll1e.rme. with pe .. o.- loving utiona to ow\) more wCtJ'l1ke peopl ••• 8 
, 

In t~ 8am1 , 188,. ot thl" p&per~ the edt-tot. laid ,hat -llr. Roo ...... lt 

announo.d & new foreign polioy tor t. UDltec1 St .. t... It would be _" 

21 Joaeph A180p and Ro"'" Kin .. ,., U.l"t~Ul "111M Pallr! ~ , 
story ot"r~oan J)lR10lJla09Lmd, tbe ,Seootu! World 1&1' (I .. for, aliOn 
end soLueter, 1946), pp. 91 • 

• Sooto'ber 6,1931 . 
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aocurate to $&Y'. that he , readopted the foreIgn policy of Woodrow Wileon. . . 

the policy which ••• was oV8n1helmingly .. e3ected 'by the riean 

people atter the war. n 

Surpri dngly enough, howe.er, the· ltOtion that America should .. 
I' '. • , 

concerned about. theepidemio of Vfa~ dld r.oe1v8 80_ approve.l . "Even 

in the Middle West the· majority ofedltorlala ... re sympathetio,· with . ' . 

the obvious exoeption of the Tribune . Unfortunately, .Roos.~lt ..... . , . " . - -- . 

UMble to pve substance to his r .. dioa~ sta.t~ment. . Be .a. eftaive 

hen queQtioned .. 'bout thet1gnif1ouco ot the .p .. e~ to Amerioan 

foreign poli~ and _48 no .new milita.r-y or' poUt.to"l • . 00000000tmente· t.o 
! '. '; ~ . :\ 

prevent th~ steps toward war . : 9 

Since 1935. Repreeentat1 V8 Loui8 .Ludlow. an I~lana Democrat, 

had been trying to introduce an amendment to the oonstitutlon whioh 

'ould reqUire a popular referend_ befoTe CO!'l9"e •• could declare lfU'. 

this l$olation~st. measure ., slowly ge,ining support 'b.oau •• ~ 

pressul'$ groups were lobbying t-or it . The, opponents of Roo •• velt .• 

frightened by his itQuarantine" speech In Ohloa.go. 1'&111ed to pass the 

amendment . Their c.aua. was aided by .. Gallup poll twn in the tall 

of 19$1 . , Si~y-fi"Ve per cent of the people wanted .~.tl'loter 

neutrality law8., ",hile only tw'enty-nin. pelt oent wa.nted the President 
, . . '. 

to be given .. free hand in: foreign poUoy. SeTOn. out of ten AlDeri.,... 

wanted Congress to obt.in the approY&l of tho ptople before 4.01&1"101 

war .SO The a.UIe.lldment reoeived ono""b vote. to b. presented in the 

House by January .(Jt 1988. 
g - - 1 4 : ' it 

29nlV1ne, 'l'he . R.~~~! ••• .• . • p. '6. 
SOQ. R0W'8 , 1f .u.rloQ ?britten. Polioy azul Publ!o Opinion, 

Revi .... XXXI (Dec •• r . 1stl), $16. 
• tale --
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~he Lucilo. referendum was ana.f'tpont to 1<>08eve1t'. leadership ' 

in foreign affaii"s . I t impU 'eda dlstt"'l'tof th. Pi'&aldentand it 
I ' 

would under.m1nethe ' AI,!1tn1ni strati on' s err~~$ to etop the spread of 

e.ggres$~o1ilin the w'Oflel . COlu~eqU$l1tl1,. , ft90'sevelt betel to atake his 

prestige and political influence by oppoSing tbeamencimtfnt. ~ee.rly' hI.1f' 

of the, HOllse- De.m.ocJ-a:bs had sl~neel the petltlen to br1n,g the proposal to 

the £loo*" and Roo8~telt rolled aut the "pork,' barr.1" of' pa.ti'ons:ge to 

win as m.en:r $08 h$> could to hi~ ",ide.. !he P,r.aldent 4eo).,aNd tha.t the 

referendum would '''encoun&e other nations _ belt."" ,that tl:uay OGul~ 

violate Amerioan rights with impl.mlty. tf.31 , fhe" ".,nclment wa.sdef."~4 

in the House by a v&rynarrow vote . tr~ Pre.lcip,t"s p1"e8tige .e.$ sa.VlHl. 

'but that w-e11 e:ll . 'the nati,on wa~ :still ,strongly ' 1. s~latiGni8t no milttel' 

how much they p%'$.'bed his aggressive "QulLrautinett .,.peeoh. 

!fhe Munich Oonference of September,) 1986., lIIU"ked. the ' elia. ' ~f 

appea,sament in Europe $U.d the high point of AmertOJ.n 1eola.tloni&m. 

Britain and Franoe al10Wd Gsnnanyto QOCl,lPY theS~ellten1an4 areatu 

Czeoheslovakia in foUl" ' ~t8.ge$ ., whlla .. tU'th ,aono' 'Wuuld be dispoaed 'Of 

by an 1n:tern.tlonal Qomm1aeion, Phaliberi.in and 'DAi .. dle" ,.cififiQaci 

the German Cuohe a.nd. tMi r lud 1n a futU~ e.t'-llPt for It p.ace at eJ9' 

price . 1t n. J'.!:tOst '.Fious, oris!. ,bed 0..3) .t., but with appsaaeme.nt qa 
isolat!l.()Q.$.sm Oll the P"" 'ot the deIftooratio rw.tlonei . 

Soon IllOtlt Amerio~8 k gaa to re .. 11a. 'bhe', ael"$ouanes$ otlI1tlor' . ! 

$8;Vess1on. ' f he prote,t ,against i~1 .. t1o~8m begq to ... 11 ..rter 

:Munic,h' until the ot1to"..ak of the g~opnn"'r 18 Sepeemb4Jt', 1939, t.n4 ' the 

,8reat o.bate betw •• a the l~l .. tl:C)rd..t. an4 the lntel"ftntlonilt .... 

nGUDle:d in ...,.~.t @:tll ,neeem.ber 1. 196.1. WhonJ&pa.U "eo1d.' Amerioa ' , 
) - (g , l ,· T t 

31n.~nt 'Or Sta.te,. p . 401. 
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foreign polioy. 

The support for the internationalist position was aided b7 

Germany's invasion of Czeeho$'lovakia' in -dolat.ion or 'the Munich 
, 

agreement in Uarohj '1-9:59. y A.merioa.n t $ were aW'aJto~d from their 

legalistic and moralistic dre9.l:ll of' 9.utOlbAt1c neutrality 'by the ba.r"h 

reall tyof' modern 'aggression. The Ohioago Tribuu \faa b eXQeption~ 

It rGp-resltnlled the t-radltional isolationist' reaQtj.on to the' nns. wh.n 

it pla.oed tho bla!i8 tor lU.tlor'$ .. weesion on France M.d' Britain. 

7h'1s paper editorie.1i.zea: 

. 'l'hesO' M~lopment8 were impll.ed In>the M:unloh ag:tc;.on.nt.althoUp 
at the t1m4 Fran"Oe and Gr Ys.t Btita.in end_vored to sotten tho aotue.l 
bluntness of' the aurre,nder by proi'eadons ot cOncern for th. oioO'~ 
$loftkiana and pro1ldse. that they 1,FOu;ld "~ei," tlnano1al aid: .. ;and '.' 
the guaranty ot their restrloto,d frontler. . Noth1ng came of tlll • •••• 
Our goverllDlent will lw,.ft· to do a great d .• a1 · ot d1ttortlon to tiD4 
a orusade again5t despots grori.~ out 01.' G.~'I ... twa:rd ubit! .... 
Peopl$ who hoped tor bette.~ th:1nga .. ill oontlnue to ct.gr~t that, i: 
Cz.oho .. slovak1~ "as the viotim. but the further progres. of m-bler" 
progr am dOeS not nO\W' .• involve oount1"lea .h1oh. lett to themQlve •• 
would evolve and 'maintain ,a difte1*lit and better '£Ornt or g<ivGrn.n't: 
than the 'ODe rolUn,s d(lWn 01'1 thelll. 

However. the Pl"elfld-ent sbaredthe .indignation whioh, ... ept the reet of 

tlut nation and began to work tQlR'ard "vi,ion or the, neutrauty leg1.-. . ' 

laMon. 

The key artioles whioh needed to 'N re .... uatned 1'I&re the arIU 

embargo and extena10n ot the .ash a:n4 carry pr1nolple. t he 1.tte .. 

item expired on May 1" 1939. The Pres1dentdid act .... ut to Ulpo,. 

cash aDd carry iit the ;Pacifio, tor l:ti" 1I'Ou~d benefit ".pau ,q4 Dot 

China. the vlctUl ot aggreeaioD in the vi .... ot moat .u.rioaDe. the 
, " 

vms embargo D .. dedt-o be :repealea beoaQe raw at.riala aad the a ­

pl..menta ,of war. were :n.eded 'by the demoorll-oi •• ot Swope . 

3a.ro h \ .1. 1.9~9 . 



58 

Aftetr muohoontr01tSTsybetW'e.en i '$olationlst a.nd interventionist 

Oongressmen. the ~959 t:le\itt~1i ily' ,AO~ ,\'t~e' ,passed u.. ,November. It alloWed 

Amerieap, e~o~er$ ~ ship ams.1 a.:1IJ!ll\lni~1on ,and _1." implements to 
. ;" ~ . 

b$lllgel'ent~, but al~ of this trade"with ,the EtU'-()pea:n ,:nations would be 
\ 't . I . .' 

eonduoted in fO~'eign$14ps . , The. titl .. to theoilt"gooa. must be signed 
I • .' , ,1 - i. , 

o\ter ,to ~he p:urq~8er bd'ore the goods ,lett ~!!t Un1~,d, States . Al\1e;olou 
. • . - I 

ships a,n() A~rioan"'OV'f:n~d cargo8-$! wel'O ,penni.tt.ed. to go to eJ.l be,lltgllreat. 
" J • \ 

ports,. out, Amer~c.an v~a.ela were ~Q'b pem1t~ed to, 'Oarry . arms, ~!:ttoQ. 

or ,impleme,nta ,of, war ,to thes~ portus. this " .. , a far Cf"'y ' trom the or&,tnIl 

neutral1 tJ env1&lomt~by Cha:rles WarTeD. in 1914 . ' 

, The repeal. Q·t the, arms embargol ud the . adoption of t 'he lim!t~d 

oash And oa]'"r;" prinoiple foroed Jl,mer"o6. into oontr-~nt1nt; the aitW\tioll; 

"t the world in 1939. The :switoh to interM.tionalism ,had begun with. 

this imp11oitaupport tor England and lfl'«U:I.Oe . Yet. the Amer-ioQll peopl~ . 

did not directly o'olll!ll1~ , themselves to 1nte:"IJ~tion 1n the wa.r attet 

SepteJ:nbef'of 193:9 . Foreign evtmt., duiing th ltdti .. l yeAr'8 "r the 

'Seoond World Wp,r$hape4 the caur." of the great ",.bat:e between the twt,) 

hostile oamps of isolatlonilSts and 1ntetnati.-onal.ts1bs,,, justae theW 

did during the 1$30':8 . 

'I'll", J:WW'S or 'tho E;uropeM all:e'nti, aa ~t waarepot"tedlUld 1ntfirprn.4 

'by the Amer1(ul1l pn,as. al.$() helped ahe.pe t ,be Qotl:~rove*".y o-ver AJnot't.o.8Jl; 

entry .into theSeQond World War. AptriotUl m,uttaU .. tv had, alteady began 

to di8S,olvo 10. the aol~ of dhttent. 
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C&P'l'ER 111 

1m: CJlICAOO TR!WNE ' AND I SOlATIONn3 T PROPAGANDA; 1939 .. 1941 ' 
1:· [ · 1 . _ 

A demooraoy means that ultimate ~oUoy deobloua are _do 1tl­

direotly b.f the ~eople after a period of tree ,publio d1sousslon. 

Goverwnent servants hesitate to aot tf1tho\lt~o.t wumimous publ10 
, > 

support . Ilenee, 01"111 ,servants, wh1le , prolllottl18 publio disoussion, an 

influenoed by public opinion. tld .. $ opinion i& most, orten expreBsea ' l:w'. 

t he press because a , newspaper ar-tioulate. 8.Datt1:~ucl. '-.nd oORlJD.Ulltoat •• ; 

it to thecd.v11 servants. a,s well a8 t -o the people who read the pa~". 

The newapaper, then. ,takes an important, pivotal, position in d'teotlac 

pubUo opinion and. etteotlngtorel~n poll~. It aoe. this by molding 

that publio oplni on , and aiming its support tOlJard .onain 4001 11 on .. 

'lbe llewepaper performs 1 t. role in ~. .en~o by uti lhing 

svmbols which mayor may not rep1"OJlent; the trU4t .lt~atlon . Beoau •• moat 

people aro not in d1root contact with events, they ... their 4001i10na 

on public poli01 only ,when tho event ~. pt~ur~ tor them 11.1 te"- ot , 

tam1l1a1" po~itlo&l symboLs . Propa.ganda $.& the P1"ooo •• ,ot -.nipul~t~nc. 

symbols in or~er . to affeot the oplniopa of a group.l 

The newspaper 1e one 01' the moat lIIpo)!"ta.nt pl"opag&ndt. toolt . 

but it. \llt1 .. te lntl~noe is dift10wt to ... oert .. 1n. While.uy ml!ht 

read the paper, ,just al _flY might cU."gro. Q.$a.gro~ with the> ed1tor-

1Il polio!o. and news, troatm&nt . N'~,"riheles., 1t the pr.u 1, unable 

lQulnoy Wright , A St udy of WaJ"' II (Ohloago. tJn1Yerait.y ot OhAoa.CO 
Pre •• , 1942) . p . 1098. 
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to make oonverts on an issue, they often are able -to inores,$e the 

intensity of' beUef of those who agree with the gone:ral policy of a 

paper . 1t It oan make people aot who 'i,,!'or. :.ner011 belie'V'ed~ and it oan 

weaken the belief of t1'1.ose who oppo,. it. poll,Ol ••• ! In this limited 

v:a.y tho iaolationiest proas, typified by tru. .0111°90 ' 'l'C'ibune, was $1,. 

nifioant prior to ~~erioa's partlotpat1on in World War Xl . 

The Trl bune 's edt torial policy an4 n." treatment wal al:W'B.y$ 

deliberately oontroversial . "The WOl'ld t a Gr,atest B __ papor" had 

tostered a. policy .mion haa alwa.ys 

made thO" T2:'1~ loVed, bated, admlred, :fe .. r~4. quoted,. denounoed, 
a.ttacked, 'Out ~ver ignor~d . Tho stando!' thIS Tribune is a lI:lf~;t;t(n· 
of daily gossip, not only througho.ut the 'United §t",te' b1.1b in 
Europe . l~otvd,tb$tand1ng this. ever,y "-'lorse.tn·s to cons1d",X' tha.'b 
every editorial is written direotly a.t him. The 8~ identioal 
statement which he has passed over in all othor pap$'N arOUS63 
his bitter roaent1ncnt '1n tho 'l'l'ibunll beoauso be oa.:.a.not bolll' tQ 
have "hi,s" paP&:t' dieagree witJifiim.~3 

This .a.8 the newspaper whioh becamo one of the mOGt fa.!I\O\\S enemi.e,e of 

the Roosevelt Admin1stratlon in tho 1930'. . Xt w&nt to gt'oe.t lengthf 

to discrodit the GQvel"m1\ont's actions in various d~1sion8. The 

Chi,cago Trl;t>UM was also synonymoU8 with lso18.t1oni~. 

Every important chango in the wo.-1d8,1 tuation 1Ihieh mig.ht 

influence the 08.l.\SO o£ isolation was intorpro.ted tor the reader from 

t~isole.tloJl1st standpoint. Colonel MoConU.ok, ishe publisher or the 

Tribuno, gave tho ~t vooiferous 8UppOrfi to the ant1-Roo"velt 

ooaUt,1on "hioh was ol"gftm.ted into the ratiol$l noninten'entioniet 

'u1111_ Ce011 Roger8. n I.ol&tIQn1.t Pr.op.agandae SepteXllb", I, 
1939 'to. Decaber 7 .• 1941," (unpl.\bli8hed Ph.D. di ... Jltatlon. Dept . of 
Foreign Relatione , Uhi'V'eralty ot ,Ch1oago) , p_ as. 

,SBoo1c 0' faota (Oh1"ag,o. rtt.. fJ'lburw eoapany, 1921), p. ~9, qu,ote4 
in liarren J.iiHn8. -fi. Foreign Pol1ey ot tbeOh1cago 1'pilfunea 1'14. 
191'1. " (unpubUsbad ' Ph.:O.di$.~rt.tlO." D4tpt. 01 •• tory, Ua1""lty 
of Wiaoon.in, 1942), p. 15. 
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pressure group" the .li:morica. First C-omnllttee .4 th1s was beoause the 

outbreakot the European War' was responsible for bring1ng abo\lt a 

ooalition of' lUliy forc"8s whioh opposed Roolievelt on the assumption that 

he Was maneuver1 .. ng the nation toward partic1pa.tlon in that W'&r. Betw .. a 

1939 and 1941" the coalition_s oompoaed O't ~ ditrerentcrou,s l .be 

Communists before the Rusaian..Q>enl$n Noaaggre.lion paot ..... brok.ll, ... 

well aa 

eX- President Rooft'J!" an.d his tollowe ... am.oqthe Republ1oan., oertaia 
liberal Demoere,tssuch a8 ·Vib"l •• who did aot 1r1.h to plCM' e"l"1 
fourth A1nel'ioan boy unde .. ; CioughUnite., a _joJ"1ty of C.thoUo. 
possibly, Rooaevelt haurG, Vlho .. ould haw oppo.e' tu Seoon4 Coal11& 
of Ohrist it Roosevelt had been tOF it, altogether a It.r .. nge 00-
ali tion. The coalition opposed Roo •• velt at eftry step ot hi, a 
effort to bring the maximum Amerioan support to the Allied C .. " ••• 

"he ~h1oaio 11'1 bune '. ed1 tori .. 11. oartQOIl' am a. .. _ ooyerase 

ere used to d1soredlt the RooseV'elt ad!l1nlatrat1oa ana to glorlty tht 

isolat1oni!it atanQe . AooorcUngto this newspaper" .altor-iala, Aaerioaa 

intervention was be1ngplanl'1ed by the New neal in order to e.t&'bU.h .. 

communistlc dictatorah1p. Those who tayoredint.rvontlon were oal1ed 

ealthy "0010n1&18 , " "R.ds" and "New Dealera . 1t .Boa-eftr-, eighty pet cell' 

of the rlcan p&ople oppoled war and intervention beoauae t~l telt 

rice. oould not 'be .. ttaeked. Couequantl)", priOF to Septa".", 1~9. 

tbe 'l' rlbUM' was r.p .... ent. .. tl •• ot AltIerloQ pubUo oplJ11on throughout 

the natlorl. e.tld not just 12'1 the IIld ... t,"1 1" was atter that date . 

The T'r1bl.U1et. poUtlc .. l 0""00111 .. ere ... n IIOre obvloua iil 

presenting Antl-Roo ....... lt pl'op~anclail b.oauso they oonveyecl .. n ld ... rith 

r ....... ord. and portrayed ,imple 1).uaJlo..ot humor or ha.t. . The oaJ'toou 

'Robert Edwin Bowers, "'The. ~rS.oaD r.aoe Uoft_nt. 1931 .... 1 , · 
(unpublished Ph.D. dla.ertation. Dept . of Bl.tory, Unlftrl1ty ot 
hcons1n, ,lM9), p. an. 

albid., p. S94 . 
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allowod for a great contrast between good a.nd. evil while presenting .. 

si tua.tion which was familiar t-o tho reader e, PoU t1cal symbol's were 

most effective in a oartoon. 

In its treatment of the new., the' Tribune nat only bm"ied. or , 

left out ri.eYlswhioh wa.~ ' inoompatible .ith ita 'belio,te, but twisted them­

frequently until the event was almo$t unreoognisable . 6 Not only did. the 

Tribune disto:rt news items, but it otten treated .torle. that othe .. 

papers hardly considered worth while . · 'Tbe, atrategy ot the ~ribune was ' 

to pre,sent a.a ' little dol!lOstio news as poadble that would glveaid &Del 

comfort to the interventionist8 and a8 ' II11Oh ... possible that would,htl p 

the isolationi$t c&\use . u7 As a. result"the n ...... t~r1e8 ooneiated ot , 

lanted a.ccounta Gf isolat1onist acti vi tie.. the aotiona of tho Ada1:ntat .... tloa 

and of interventioJlist groups. Usual,ly tt. repo~r ._ the only: 

authority and souroe of the article . The new. oolwan wal thel't08t 

effeotive ' tool for propaganda. beC&US~ moat pe.opl. ,do not ,.ecognll. t_ 
effort to influence their belief8. but take the 1llformatlon &8 *'taot . .. 8 

In the twenty seven Dlonthperlod , betw •• n the '. autbr~ak ,ot war 

in Europe, md P~a.rl Barbor, the Ohicago1'r ibune Wled new. e't'e.nts to ' 

artioula.te eie:.ht prop~ganda arguments by certain • • ttuldard 'teohnique • • , 

These wer~ the most obvious Tribune argumellt't ' the anti-tnterventionla1a 

a.ctivities; the support- for- isolation arguments, the DI1tlonaUstio up­

holding or our"'ideals-and~i"adltion. polloy,: the d1s111ua1Qnm.llt.....s.th­

the-last"",",r a8 proven by the munition' inve'Stlga.tiona, 1II's-oan-ciotand ... 

Amerioa fortress theory, and tho ... a.r ...... l t . ... tt .... ath.-aro-bad 

Gnagera. p. 46. 

";Ibid •• p . 66 . 
~, 

8Ibld •• pp. 42-'''1 • ............ 
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arguments . 9 These arguments ~ere presented with ~rlou$ pro~&gand 
, . ' 

devioes . t he 1'la~-cal1ing device, eonnotec!, negat1'W:e feelings, t ,o , a 
• ,'; ~ ,.' • ; __ • ,\ ;', I ' , • : 

person or event, while the glittering- generalities de'Vioe was e. po.iti .... 
, .. 

form. or nam,e-oa,lling. The IlIU1'leS cause aeoeptanoe rather the reject:lo~ 
.' • t ••• 

of the person o;V e-v;en.t. " The transfer, 4."O'1,oe attem~!,d to, carry oYer ': 

the 'tauthority" sap.ction or prestige of .o_thing .. revere and re.peo~ . 
. ~ . .,. " 

to something Lihe propagand!ag • •• , would ~ve U8 .c~.~ ." lO The 

testimonial device WaS theenO:0J"sement 'ofe. prog~am by ~ f"arao-u8 grou~ 01 

person, while the ,Plain- folks deTice , ty~loal of the M1dweat" was th,e 

use of symbols 'wi$. suggest that $vent. ~ people •• re n,ormal ,and , 
J 1 ' t ' 

ttreg~lal" .u , The card- staoking de",i~ u." talte logio rather t~ap symbol. 
,. '.. ' , " .. " . 

to argue 7"1 th it under or ; over empha.8h ~ ~ .. ot dodging, ~les " o.~or-

ip, di8tO.rtiotl .. "omissiona, ha.l£-tJ"uth. , .na 80 forth ." And fiDally • 
• ' • t, 

tho band ..... agon te~hn1que tried to ,auume tha~ • per.on o~ eftnt was 

wldel~ supported a.nd widely believed .• U. 

'.fhere was , usually a olose oorr_fatten between the ar'gument~ and 

the propaganda techniques in the Tl'lbUll6 . the antl-~oreS.gn and tbe 
, I . j 

anti-Adminbtration arguments otten appeared wlt~ the name-oalllng 

teohnique . while the, anti.-interventionist argument alway. wa. d.mon. ... 
" . 

stra. ted by name-caU.lng. the torire.,.-deteu~ argUiMnt .... u~.d , ~ ,h , 

the card- a tacking devic-s, and the , tr,adl tlona"~ ... ld ... l. u~nt ueel 

the transfer teebn1que about ninety per oent .,t tNt t~.12 
., '. " , 

The Ch1,o.gofr,l'bun. repre.ented the taolatlonilm . 'Moh was prom.-

9 ' '. Ibid., pp. 4~1. 

10tb1d •• p . 118. -
11 Ibid •• pp. 118- 19. 

12 Ib1d •• p . 41 . 
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in&nt in tho Mirovest.15 During the f'ir$t two months 'of' the European 

war , thU paper doverloped the _jOl" &rg~nt. &nd. employed the va.-lou. 

propaganda devioes to, st,l"engthen .isolationist beliefs, -w1neonve1"ts and 

wa.aken t~ int,el"Ventionist poa'ition. This was .. large ta.sk, because 

sixty-two p,er oent of .Amen ~a:ns wanted to give aid short o:t war to . to. 

Allies . Fo~tr"'s1.x per cent of the people thought thel"e'fl8ls a good 

ehanoe that Am,erioa. might enter the war. but only sixteen per cent 

wanted tOpllrtl~1pate dlreotly. Atter .muon <iebate in 19390 .... 1' the 

repeal of the arlll$, ,embargo,. the interventlon1lta -.t:at&lne4 their &4-

vantage . They were greatly aided 'by the ·fh;nJan bom.bing of EngUeh etti.8,e 

ThroughoU"l; tn. pre- Pearl Ru'bol' period ,only i:we1)ty.one t~twenty.t1 Te, 

per cent of Amerioan. were oppoaed to t~ prinoiple of lnt.rventioa 

and could be oonsidered iSOlAtionist . a• 
Even though the isolationists were a adnor1tydter the EuropH.n 

war began. they had -.mple opportulllt)r to bd"luftllOe thos., people who ... ,.. 

1n favor of aiding the Al.l1.. shori; or .. .-r .. ~ 110t oppo.ed to 1nt,,.. 

17'ention Aaa prlnoiple . !hil intltaenoe ••• only on .~oltio i.'aues, 

haNever. AS8Uch.t,be 1801at1ord:'.$-ta. under the leader.hi, ot Sa.toJ' 

I'ah inCo.ngre' ••• t<t.roed the l;nwrQ:o:tiomats to ,ab.ide by .cub and 

carry When the anul eDib&rgo wa.arepet.led in tbe 19.89 •• utrality Aot . 

The U:n1 teo St"te8 had merely retur:n.ed to tbetndltlGD .of inttJrnatlona.l 

law whereby ne-utral staite ... re .. ll .... d t~l.l1 llu:n1tioM t.oeither ,14,. 

J j 

laThetaa_ Wrew lSaUey.. 1.n 'be Van '1. ~h. e'r •• tt 'lh. taRtet .cf 
Amerioan , ~bll0 O!in1q~" Oil Fo!'eiF. p;;l!!l t:s- Tor', iU~lian COllp-', 
IRa). p. 3&5, to ~d cl. 3ournaI=.tli , ·n,veling in the JIldw •• t . 'Who 
reported i. 1939.. that -One geta tb4t t •• Uug th .. t _n an ... lt1ng Wi,th 
ahotguna t<> ahOGt down the tl,.t prOpIlCUl(U.t Who I!IOntlona !te181 •• ubi .... • 

86 . 
l ftGall\1, and Fort~ PoU . . .. fubl10 0plrd.onQuarterll' 1V (1"0) , 
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Ironically. although the isolationists lost this battle, the Adminis­

tration was foroed to advertise neutralIty revision •• the best way to 

keep Amerioa out of war . At this pOint . in 1,939. mOl"eAlDerlcatls want.d 

to stay neutral tban to help the Allie. . Later, publio opinion revert.d 

these two .e:ntimen'te , .. t the Axil powrert aohieved one viotory aft.r 

another . 

After the first two mont hs of the European war, th. G.rman 

"blitzk::rl:egllseeIJl&dnothing more than a -.S,tskrie t ," 0.1" "phOD)' .a,. .. • 
. I 

During this "phony war" period. Roo.evelt m48 every .ttort to lft8u14t. 

rioafrom the European oonfliot. 131 S.~ellber, 1'939. he had. 

arranged for a Pan~·e.n Conferenoe with t1Irenty-oM atates from the 
I . I ; • 

Juoorioas to in8w-e that the 'Weetern Salaphe ... wou14 be neutral. , ..,. . ... ' . 

oreated a. neutrality belt for three hlUldred _lee out to I.a around. botb 

Soutb and North Amerioa, nth tbet exoeption of .Canada. Yet, beo.u~e 

none ot the belligeren:ta l",eoognized th1a bel1i. tho, /Uler1oan 'Na-.y 0.0-

operated wi th Great B.rl tain in oOtJt'bati~ ~h8 . Genaanaubaaarlne aotl~t7 

in the zOnG .
15 Amer!oltin neutrality ..... lway. to " pro-Britiahbe­

cause of interventionist at-tl tu4e. on the part of the AcbD1lidatratlon. 

t he "phony ... ~ we-a sl1gbtq j ... ~d wben 11u •• b. 1aftde4 FlnllLD4 

on November 30, 1.'939. The ilOl'a:t1OD1st. aDd inter ventioniata joill8d 
! 

toggtbel" in support ; of t~ny i 'inland and the • atrus51e £o.r all ot 

estern .c1vll1J1At1qll- agaln •. t the "ruthl e •• II,VaprY'and "thee, 

brutAlity" of the Soviet Union. 10 But th~ AdDd.D1~tr .. tio. &Toldec1 1n-

vokingthe neut.ra11ty prov1aion ... ,ainat tM iuadent, t.nd. retule(l 

16Robert A. D1-.1n8" The llel'uotaDt &tl Ugerent e American ,Entry 
into. World We-I", II (New York, JofiiiWUey ana Son., Ib8g) , p. , 76 . 

16Chi 0 ago TribUllfJ , December 2, 1919. 
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milt tary e.id to the "'[<"inns. Thi.s attitude of a1001'n&$& continued until 

the ttl)litzkr~eg1t swept across Denmark j Norway, the tow Countries, and 

J' l'rulce . after April. 1940. By Juneo£ that year. sev~nty-eight ~r 

oent of the Am,ol'ican peoplG wa.nted to ~1vt) more aid to the ,tllies. The 

defeat ,01:" the EQg1ish at Ikm.kirk and tte :1'11.11 'of 'France gave the 

initiative to the int~rV'entloniste in .t..mer.1ca. Pr-es1dent Rooeovf,}lt ms.d.. 

t~ nation's policy olear, when he ,raid , 

Oven/helmingly we. as a nation. areconTinced tha.t military end: 
naval viotory for the gOOso!' f'o~e and hat .... ould: endanger the 
1nstitut:tons of democraoy in the \"Ieatern World • . and. that eq\ll\lly. 
therefore" tho Whole 01' our sYJllP&thle. 11e. nth tho.e _tiona . 
that are giving theirt Ufe blooO i ,n co_t a.ga1:mrt these force • • I ? 

The turn.\ng point had been reaohed" Amerioa ft. no lon.r.er iSQlated 

from the European oontlict . Rooseve'lt prom,·ed to send Engle.nd and 

ranee all available ma.te:rial aid in their ,Itruggle agaUl." Mueaolin1 

and Hitler. in an addreu to. the graduating class at the Utdveraity of 

Virginia, on June 10,. 1940. The inte-rvent1onbta we.rew1lUling the 

great d.ebate . 

When France tell . the isolationist. _lethe .. argued that inter-

vention was useless beoaua. the war wat OTe'l'.er that ~ltler pes.d. 110 

real thr~at to. an Ame'rloa. aepare:ted tro.tll Europe and Japan by two. 0.0.""'. 
1'heyadvocated e. strong defense fo.r Amltrloa by ao ... adng thenat1,0J;l'. 

nt manufaoture,,.f they were oon .......... tiv. ud ,milita.ristio (u thee 

ar1 tlab end Roo..eftl t hatera were) . The 14ealbtl0 pGaQQ gro.ups YO" 

naturally 1.o.la.tlonlet, but ....... o.ppo •• d to. m1l1tari.JIl o.t u\y .o.rt. Th ... 

groups were gre.d:u&.lly .. aailldlated lnto the more ccm •• J"ftt1V'e 1so1atlonl., 

group., who. tried to 1:"0. the mili~ ... ry a:itu .. tio,n ill the world reaU..tio17. 
_~_~~.~~.,~. _ _ _ __ ~ ____ -' _ __ ~ .~' _ __ ~ ~ ~ _~_~" . .:... _ _ ~ · ___ c 

11Depa:M.'1!l8ut or State, Peace e;nd War t United Stat •• Fonlgn 
Policy, 193,1 ... 190&1 (wa.hiDgtQIU Goveruu.t Widing am"_ 1911). p. 61&7 . 



Both grouI)s ~conservati "'0 and p!\ci fist $ arguod ' uga1.l1s'l:, int~rventiOlt 

because of the c'Ost of vr8.-r . Espeoially after the exchange of' de-

strayers for 13ngli~h be.see in Septeml.lii11", 1940~ ttlOy stres30d tho ooat 

in terlll8 'Of. m'Onoy, and the ensuing loa. of demoore.tie and Christi~ 
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"J'fi.l uos . They spo_out against any aid of this sorl. b$oB.use it WQ\\ld 

lead t'O bloodshed . ; The. iuolationi'ste inetted rot inoroa.IJe :tn the da-

tense appropriation in Septcmoor .. however. a. th~ ttlOount 'Wa& J'a:hiM 

from two billion dol.1e.rs to over ten b1l1ion. 18 

The ' oost of detliinse was also a. concorn !~or the i ntervQntionillta 

wh·!) were growing 1.llorenurn.erou~ and j,nflue~1 .. 1 as. the "'bUtzkrieg-

advanced jlbrough E1.U".opo. In ordor to '.l!'o.u •• 'a.ndmobilh." publ1~Qp'1J!li.n 

rru;>rG etfeot1 '\rely .. lUlliam Allen V'lhi te e.ndCla.rk Eiohelberger forlllGd .. 

new prelsUl"c group tavor-lng tntervGut1on. troth men had 'been largely 

re$ponsi'L1, tor or gani dng publio support tot" tha repeal of' the arml 

embargo .in· 19~9 . Thei r organ1,zation •. ~h. C-OIIIJUttee to DcJteru1 .AlMrio .. 

by Aiding the Allies:. indicated the shU't of Art!Oric-.n opin1on ill favor 

of interna.tionalism. • . In May. 19.0. White had declared: 

As one demoore.oy after another orumbles under tm meoru..msed 
oolumna of the diotator., it becaste. ev1d.ent that the tu'bure ot 
western ol.vil1ja.ti()n ic boing d.eoicled uPOll the battlefield of 

1,lrope . • •• t'be tiM b ... COlli whilus the Ull1t.d StAt". Ihou14 
throw ita ~terial end moral ,.,el-ght on the side. or the nAtions of 
we.tern 'EW"ope .• . great and 8mtOl, that "'8 :atrllggu'ng tabattle 
for a oivil:l.zedway of: 11t'e. . 

Thus, the White committee was also reapoNlible for the lug.er clet.nae 

appropr1ation the to~lowiZlg $eptembt!u ... ... many proainetlt o1t1&e:n.a .N.1UG4 

to .uppo'" the we.terndemooraeie • • 

18 
nogar~.pp. 80-21. 

l~~ltcil·JQlluon. 'the aa~'t;le A5ainatt.Ql .. tio~ (Cbioagot Utl1"'~'itJ 
of Chicago Pr ••• , 1944)., p. 69. 
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The pred.cl.ntia,l 0 .... 1 tn i. the 8W111'11e1' of 1940, revealed the 

.. ttttud. of lIIOat A1Ienoana regarding the .ar. !11o RepubUolU1& _t in 

oon'"nttonln the m1ddle of lune . the 9~c&fOrl"1'b~e and Congres,alonal 

ieol&tlon1st. attempted to g.t the aepUbl.1o&ne to inaert a "peace planJcU 

in _el , pl a'lora.. They WfU),t.,d to inter the.t tbe Demoorats .ere the 

"War Pany." _d the ... l ..... the "Peaoe Party.-20 Bowever, the con-

.... ntion l1odna,.a We,ndell Wmk1e , who waa strongl,. interventionlat, 

.ventho. he used many of the 1101a.t1om..t U"guments in }ds campaign. 

just at R008eTelt 414 . Both the aepublloan 04 th$ Democrat!c candidates 

"Told~ oonductlng the oaa,a1p.. though, Oil· .. peaoe or wal" basi l;$ . 

Roo ...... lt would h$-.:. ",reed with W1111£1., who sald Oll June 18, 1940. 

1 want to repeat what 1 haw said on .e,"ra1 prev.t oue ocoas10ns, 
that 4 •• pite 0\11' whole- heart.d 'YJIlpathy tOl" the Allied oaUSG • 
. 1lUft Itay out ot the war. • • • •• do not intend to .end men 
ft- th. 1h01' •• 01 thb ooml_llt totlght in any war. We ahall 
Bot •• rw the c .. u •• of d.emoorl.oy *Dei huan freedom by becoming 
1n'Y01".4 1a ilIh. pre •• nt .. U', w •• hall .erv. that cause only by 
._plagoQ ot the 'If.,. . 21 

The wiDD . ........ 11 ... tM 108er ot the Pre.identlal election in 1940. 

1I'eDtto the people with the saM al"guDI8ut' ,t ftr i. horrible,; no 

~r1oan. Will b, 1dlled in it. ed Amerioa will st.y out of it, 'but 

we •• t 'be.)'Dlptltbetlc to the A.llied caul. it w. wiah to pre.ene our 

~noau hertt .. ,e and the lfh01. ot .... terll civilization. the lnter­

-.:entlou1.t. play.' on AMrican •• ntiments , whioh bad. alway. tavored 

l'olation alI4 aeutraUty, to promote aD aotlve .. ld to the Allie, whioh 

tnevlte.bIy Dot btl abOl't o.t war . T. oonoept of aid to the Allies end 

akbg tbl, a:Ld abort of war, was inherently oontl'tldlotory. 

20--HO,',.., p. II! 

. 21b. M. G1lU.!l-Amer1oan Inqu1alt~on. iera.8oution of lto1"tlon­
i.t.,- O .. thollc World , eLV (July. 1942). 388. . t .- . 
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After th e teo11 of Franoe. and the Battle of Britain had begun. 

many p41aoe .. dvocate. , who cU..agreed w:1,th the Adudnistration and with 

the isolationist •• turned to Charles ae .. rd fa theory of "continentalism.­

Beoaus. lnternationalpeaoe obvt(lHl.ly oould. not be •• cured,. they 

attempted to aohieve .. podtlon midway between "too much internationalism. 

and tOQ 'muoh D6'tionallam." they did not .. eject world o'O- op$ration, but 

they "Ue.a.1F1 th Beard. who FPlntedout how eadly foreign policy could 

be ade the inatrument to .tifle dome.tic wrongs under a blanket of 

mll1tarlatolla.U'It1nllm ,in America.a! ~e c'Ont.lnente.liBts desired 

Amerioes t'O Utill tbeir own garall;ld' and. avoid lmperle.lism. Actually, 

this .... Nl lnvooe.ti'OJ;l, of tTacU. tioxal Amerioan laol .. tlomsm. 

the at.trtle o.t Britain oonvinced JDfUlY 'Of the pacifists that 

m. tler would .1n. It ..... nct until aft.r the preddential election, 

th&.t mo.t were tot'o..d tc agree with the _jori'ty ct the .Amer ican public, . . 

tba.t i'b .. aO',. 1ID.portan'b to' Cletea.t Ger_aJ than to keep out or th 

.ar,. 21 

h. Sept.mbe ... lHO, eongres'S ref'leoted the grO'Wing interventiO'nist 

apirltbbeoaua. it p .... ed the f'irst PfJao.,tl_ military aonecription 

_a.u.n. and .. llowed RO'o.evelt to trade 11ft)" old 'destroyers to England 

i.Jl •• o.baDg .. · tor 1I111t&ry ba.e., 111 the We.ter.n llem1apher&. William 

Alle. White t • · Co1lllll1tt.e to Derend Amerioa ' by Aidl~ the Allies had 

be.D agitating tor the tranater throughout July a.nd Aug\ast of 1940. 

Ohurohill had ' reque.ted t~ deatroye ..... the preVious liIt&y. beca.use th 

(i.ran aubar1ne wa:rtare bad 'been es:tretMl.y ett.oti"e . Rcosevelt 

be.l t~tecl'to grllL11t the .requett beoause Congres. hQ ~oreed in. the 

22 . . - Baver., p. 409. 

i OU.e, 320. 



_va.l expa1il.l101l bill 1. JWl8. thaiM the 1' ... 1140%110 could Dot "transfer 

m.Ut617' .q~1pmeat ~ ., tOFelp oOUlltr1 uatl1 tn. Chler of .-val 
;t-

Ope .... tlou oerti.tied tha.t it ~~ •• $.n\1 .. 1 to th~ d.erenae of' the 

t'mtecl StAfta. ,-3. l oo,.v.'1t cUd not WNlt toproyi4. the aepubl1cQ1'lS 

w1th tt., oeapelp 1 •• UCt 0"" vtolatlQll. o.t aoutnllty. '1'0 atHngthen t, 
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P,..,140nt .. tn. Whit. cotllDlt .uou",.. tt, mem.bor. to It'rt t& COnll"retllK 

a1J4 the Pre.14ent ~,lq the thut,F. fhey .pon,o!"" DiUl 1'8.111 •• _d 

printed .be,.tl.~t. ill 'uwapax-r. mt:irsc"s. __ n U. and ltttler 

Stud. the . Brltt.h tleet,Z-Z5 InA~t. the)' .pona-ored A radio epeeoh 

b, G.nae,...l Job J . Penblng. the 014 .Alle:f"10&ll o~e,. in' 'ltiorld War ' 

X . .. bo '.14. 

AJarioa 1I111taf.,uN'd hot' t,eodwa _Btl .• "url~1 by raaldng $:v&11a.ble 
to the Brltl.b.op '0 ... 41_ IOft~nt. at lft.t t1fty or the over­
age ,dee'roye .. ;, •• bloh aM left trom tM 4t.y. ot the Wot'ld Via." . t~ 
tb.4 •• 'ro,.r. help ..... the ~tl'htl_t. they.may tave us tro~ 
tbe 4u,e,. and hariah1p ot Gothe ... l.r. 26 ' 

,btl Coattt. _ DetClCl ,rioa 'bf Ai.ding 'bho 

ltoo.e".,.t'J 1.p1 p1'ob1 ... by • .tlJ1g ... t Britun turn O'gel" eight 

-.ftl aD4 ,ell' ba.,. 1n the W •• tem IIellli.p'-" an4 pro-tid.. never' to' 

lur.reD4er 1 t •. tl-' to Ge~.. 1lw Chi.' of Naval Ope .... tion. 

n.l1&lly de Glared the d •• troy," t) l'Ul'plua 0J.1 the lU'outide that t_ 
.oqu1.1tlon or .. ' •• r1e • . 'Qt b ....... .,.t .. _t ,tra:t.,io gain fO't' the 

Un1ted at.te • • - a? !hi. _rk~d t1» of .-loan uutrallty. The 

United eta.te. w ... opett,17 .. Uped with ExlglN'd 1n tM war agaiDltt 

~.~, 1n the .ta:bU of .. llouibelll sere • • 

14n1rt:. • . ~~ ll.,luotant .•• , " C p. 90. 
18 Johuo.u,. p. 100. 

IS-1d l ' .,u •• ». ..,. . -
"DiTi_. ~R.,l!uotant . • • , p. 90. 
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The $xeoutl"$ order tor the deatroyert,rasfer was -nnounoed, on 

S~pt.lllbe. 4. 1940'. Thi. aroused an i :aol.t;lon1st responae. The foll"CW'1ng 

d'ay .... "the ' cNation of the America F1,rst 00_ ttee .1n Chicago by R. 

Douglas $tuart'. ' Jr •• and Ge_:ral ltQbertE . W~d. a l'aleL«w School 
" , 

ltudent, and tM Chairman' of the Beard of &:ears ROQbuck ,and (l ompany. 

~bl1. a .tudent at t~e. Stuart had organ1ted ,upport of various groups 

'to oppo •• -the inor .... tng lnter:ventiolllat tr.endof the nation. After 

reorul't"lng' Gem.!"al Wood ; ha proolaimed the prtnoiples of the lleIW" ieo-

l .. tioJ)1at qolft!l¢tt.e 

1. ''the United' States muwt build en j,1Jlpregnable defense for Am$rioe. . 
z. '0 to .... tga POW&!", ' nor group of p_." . oaD luoceest'ully attaok 

&;er_e.-ed Amer~oa. . 
I . AMrlou 1.11001"01 oan be pnsel"Ved only by keeping out ot tb 

. European.ar,. , " , ' 
4 . "Aid, ,hart ot wartf weaken. national 0..r81l$e at home and threa.tens 

to inTob'., Alfter~oa. in 87 .broad. 2e 

'he-.e prlDQ1ple. fOUDd advocates throughout the, nation. but , the majority 

of _.ber. ~4 , o_pters "ppeared in the Midwest . llNearly two- thirds of 

the lIGlGbe'r.hlp lI'U lOQated within the three hundred mile radiue or 

'Ch.{oago lIhioh inolude. tllino!s, . Whco,ns"n. tndi!UV1-i Micl'dgu. and parte 

.of Ohio. JIi'lour~. 1l1n •• ot ... and. Iow ... • 29 The ,mexabers of rioa Firet 

.. U...,,gued that the El.1ropee.n war was a battle f OF pmrer and Bri ta1n DS 

fighting, to PJ"eaerve hc:'T empire. not to ~et.nd dem()cncy. They YCU· • 

• YlJP&thcttle with EnglN)dfs plight. but QI11d the.t America could not solve 

Europe • a balanceoooOt-ponr proble.l1l$ . They den1ed that Bri:ta1n 11'&8 !merloa t, 
fll"&,t Une of' dereueas the Wh1 'be QoJlllli tt8e bad 1nl1sted throughout the 

SUl1ltB&r' at l~.SO , Ame~O" Firs't p,re~l~ed that Americe.n dentocraoyand 

29 . . , ¥,~4.. p. 30,. 

80Ib'-d.. p . 370 
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freedoll, M)~ld be lost 11' the United St.",. ent",red tM \'far. Coneequently, 

the 1aolat10niat pO&itiGll center$dabout' the 'conser'O".tive arguments 

that .A:n1erioa ~ould .01" its own probUm.a -.. t , home -and perfeet it' 

By.te .. of fr .. $.nte:rpriae and <l:omo'erIl4Y. 

Beoauae -the Qi"'ga."uu.tion of Amerlea First 9;as loosely Itructul'ed, 

with tM only OOlllllO1'l &.im of prOJaOt1ng non- 1o.volvement. various sp$a.kers 

end pqaphlets \l,ed a multitude of argument. . 'hese arguments oentel"ed 

on the 'tep. '-wllioh thE) Roosevelt Administrati01l -.ere taking a.s Amerioa 

bece.me lnv-olved in the war. ho bulle'ti,l1s were issued from Chioago 

ttl anatteto.pt to cotJrd1nate the isolationist fight . A daily bulletin. 

oa.rrying progres'B, reports, di recti ns and encouragement, was sent to 

all ohaptel"l . 'the othel" bulletin, oa.Ued "eMptor Chatter, " 'WaG 'in-

tencled to orea.te .. fra.ternal feeUng wi tbia the organization, and 

cOIl'I:iUJlloated aew' and originAl 1d08.a Qli the figh't against invQlvement • 

• ~ tbird bulletin. t .. ,\led from Wa.shington" na oalled 1t p1d You anew?" 

fbi. ()ontau.d interventionist activit1e. en Ca.pitol hill . "The 

bulletins wer8 the Ure- blo.od ot the ol"ganite:t1on. ft fpr tije~ gave 'tbe 

isolationist. oo.'8t'd1nation andenco\lr&ge.ment. S~ 

No.t America Fi r.t ch&pt$ra were a\ttonomoua and independent ,as 

this 1.11911'84 fo.r .. 'larger m&mber.hip. -In' oJ:.'der to ,'begin a chapter. a 

Person hf.d only:ite:te t~t he was ,not .. fascist or communist and agre 

to ' abide ~tl¥t ' pl'l~oiple8 en.unciated 'by the founders . Tbe vagu&nes8 , ' 

0.' s\1oh ' requirelllents -.d. it possible for many subv&rdve elements to 

ini'lltJ'Qte the ohapter. a.nd .pee.k: in. the na_ of America First . He. 

"au •• ot, .uoh tubveraJ;" elements , the public began to diaapproveot the 

entire organization. Just prior to Pearl Harbor. any mellibers 

31 -
Rogers. p . 110. 



dlsae.ooiat.ad thaInSeh'e~ tr-011\ th& gl"QUp. sa 

The etrort.ot Amen. Qt. '1rst oentere4 a.r()~ the 1ep.d.- lellso 

issue. 'the motnb~l"'s of. this group .. de , a conoerted effort, to olarity 
, . , 

the :tnuo8 f~cblg the Amerioan people e..t tbebeg1m1ng of 1941. On 

Deoetaber 1., ,1940, iRoo8~velt bad dee,orlbed h1~, plan "to ellminat~ the 
, ' . . '. 

d.o~lal', .'.gIl- in , aiding Great Br1 t~na.t. 'Il press oO,n1'$'re1).oe " On Deo-

.ember 29, the Pl"eddent , gave a. tired.de oha:t over the radio Wherein 

he .'xplalne~ tha.t' .A.lnef'1oa 'Would be the , "g~~t arsenal of demoo!."floy' . " 

lie df!1\-.tt4a.tly ,stat-eel that 
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tn a military .en8"aGreat Britain a~ , the Bt'itlah ElI1piJ!'e are today 
the 81*U'h.a4 of rea1at .. no& to world oonques,t. 'they are putting up 
.. tight 1fblo)l1d.1,1 ltv. forevel!' 1n the nory of human gal1e.ntry •••• 
Oui- .. tiona1 pol1oy' 18 Dot direoted toward war. I"ts sole purpose i 
to ke.p war away hoOD our oountryand our', people ••• " Vie are 
plamUDg OUl' ,QIf'n detenae wi th the utmost Ul'genoYl and in 1 ts vast 
'0 .. 1.". lI'JOa1; into'grate t~ war' need. "tMtain and the 'Other tree 
natlonlrea1ating aggr8s.1'On. • • • We must be the grea.t arsenal 
of 4.J,IOOI"&97 - For' ua this , b a.n jt'fn$rgenoye.s serious as war 1t$$1t. 
- . au." apply our •• lves toOUl" ta.sk wi th the s&me resolution, the 
lame . • enll' of urg&llGy" the ea. • . spirit of patriotism and sacri£10e 
a •• e lfOu1.4 sbow .ere ." a.t wa.r. We have !'uJm18hed the British 
gre.' ute-rlAl .upport and "will turniah t .. r more in the future . 3$ 

G"1'1"1"&1 Wood,. C~l'fn8.n of AsnfJrloa first, aeser100d this fireside 

c~ .. t ... "'v1rtuJ.;U1 • ~rsonal deolua,t1on 'Of "'ai" on Germa.ny .'lt Artel" 

Roo."".lt Asked Congreu to imp,l •• ntthe , "dea. 91: extending oredi.t to 

Engb,nd by e:pprop:rla.:t, legl.1at1 on.. WQed ,doo~ed that Roo.ovelt 

...... nt. A , bl&nk oheokbook with the ,pow.,. to 1Jl"lte a.ay y'Our lD&npovrers 

OUl' 1... _d 'OW" 11llert1 •• • " ~rio& f1r8t ohapter, flooded Washington 

1It!th prot. •• ts , a~ain.t e. .. lend.-lease o'Onoept . M 

, '!'he LeDd.Lea.~ Bill. n~b.red fL.!.. 1776, W8.,8 introdl,loed in 

32 Ibid. . p . 111 • .............. 
'sa S _ Shep..rd JOMS and DenY8 P. 

le~ F;qreip Relatione (.eoatont World PO.a 

34001e• p. *3. 
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OOrJ,greai on JanuarY' 10, 1941. It 'Nfl'S ·to give tbePresld.e:(lt authority to 

~ sell, tJ"tUlsf'e-r title to. e:xchtlllgEl" lease .. lend, Of' othen:ise dispose 

ot" ,9:ny defenie artiole to the if,overmtlOnt· of any cotmtry whose d~tf)n8e 

the Prll.idcmt. dear,ns 1Tit-alto til$ defense of ths Un1ted States.u35 At 

oomadtt&e hearing8,both isolationist$. e.nd interventionists argued th.eir 

poi1tlo.l1& on this matter.. So_ ,.upported tl~ prinoiple of lend- lause ' 

on the, theory that it, would. keep us out of VIAl" w11.110 clthers advocated 

it 011 the theory that i t would get us In . 'lost ~l1eved that it' m.eant 

that " .... oould hira the Briti.hto kiok ,lUtler for- us if we only pa1d 

thtm enougi1'i*,S6 

Bot.-een D.o-e.$~.r 29 and MAroh 11, "hen the bill was f inally 

pa..8ed, the 180lAtioIli.ta employed every propaganda toohn1que and method 

a.'YuIa'bl •• The propaganda oentered 'on tl~eea.ppeal., the bill meant 

diota.tot"rJh1p, Al»ricau partblpatio!1 i)1 the war, and England did not 

really neltd 't1.n&no1al h.elp . t he iaolatloo.i8tsin: Congress were prim­

arily aepu'blio.&ns, fTom. tbe Mid.oat, although Senator Burton 'ifhoeler, 

to Duoorat, led: the light against H. R. 1116. ~en though the majority 

ot (~ ongl·e.sm.en and AInerioana approved of &.11 out aid to England, the 

minQrity gro-up of Senators a.tte.mpt$d to delay passa.ge of the 'bill and 

utilil~ the vocal Jlinorityoutory whioh .rua.rioa Fir$t had focused to 

defeat tM legls1,atioRe The President wanted this minority to have 

unl1m..ited tn.edom of d1."union before he ffJllbe.rked on a policy of all 

out aid to Ge~t. eneme.. National unity wa6 vital to e£r.ot1~e 

Preeidentlal leadership, and the oontrover.,. over lend-l.a~e revealed 

the n'.d: tor, oautton in W. area. The <l.iss • . nting m1nor1 t y could not 

$fL 
~DE)partunt of' State, pp . 601, 606 , 607 . 

SSQ. Ea.e, "American Foreign policy and Publio Opinion,n Y&le 
Renew" InI (December, 1941)" 320 . -
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f()rm a coal1tion \vltb the S~\)tb.r-u D&lllOQl'at:1 c Stlnatots , , b~¢au1ilf'; th.::y 

.~l"@ strongly lfrO. .. lnt"rv~nt1ou. $~ they$Qopt~d ~elaltng. t~etios in 

t,h~ debat~. DeJ.U\,tor furton 7n~el~r $tHlt.lSsd thc:l' Adlnlnistr$.tiQn. of wan.tl:ng 

to piotr und.r .:v.ery f01.U"th. iwn.&l'i Q~ boy, whll. St-utOl" LaFollette sallt: 

.if 1&nl1. 1.$.$$ wa$ ~ued it would leave Amerioans with only one wQrd ... • ' 

ti JEI. . ft57 

'10.$ cJi..dinin1atration, l",e;cei vaG. the authority it w8xrta~d, but the 

two mon.t'h, delay in ~$,3ing: the biU i,ncro&nd the , degree of Qrgan., . 

izo.t1om. u,d egitat1.onof th~ iaol$,tiQnbts,. '!-ft$T Cong'ress approprb.t~d 

s"von 'billio:n dolla."s to allow the flow of suppUel to En&land, tho'; 

1:iolatlord.'t$ b.c~ 1nOl"eaaingly b1 tte,r ,Qnd.st~ok to their orystal. 

U ... d.' thdted " andnl'llgl'1ti,ve proplllg(A.nde. a.ppeals . They had: lost their 

chanoe to win more ·eonverts to t.r.!.'!" cau.ts ' by not uaing & oonoili&tory 

a.pproaQh.l; to the sttua.tiQn. They beca-1M moree-nd more' ftu.:$trat,ed as 

the eO\Ultrym4lved ·Qlo •• ;r to partioipation in the lmr . With le,nd ... lea.ae. 

theiaol&t10'fli.t pl'el$ UI.I:l A:m.e:r1e~Fir.l't groups 'NEl r . ertrelll$ly b1 tte.r 

h, th&11" 1.1 •• of itrollg. negative eymbola whioh centered. upon various 

inc id.ex;tt I· in the 1.L4twrs. and ROQaevel't "& .tr()ng4ltT graep of ~Jte.cuti.EI . 

36 lea.4et"hi p. 

The pt'obl~m of convoyin, ships "1.$ ooneom1t~nt with lend-Ie-aBe·. 

Wl\.r· lI.attlri .. l had to be 'delivered $os well a.t furtd,sh.d.. The Gennan sub­

_rinGS luad de.elopti~ the wolfpaok teehJ;J.;ique to penetrate the 13ritish. 

oonvoys . Merohant shipping 10"$$6 'fo ,l' the english rose from 320.048 

tons in J'ell\lt.ry . 1941_'to 653 . 960 in kPril .
39 

The Comm1tt.$ to Defend 

$7Ql\ioago TrlbUJl_ . Februt.l"y2:5,. 1940. 

Z8 .' ttogerll, p. 2'1. 

S9Divine, The. Bel,ucte.nt •• .• • p . 108 • . . 
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Amerio .. by Aiding the Al11es had been calling tor Amerioan oonvoya ill 

md- Maroh. Senator 'Wheeler had warned that after lend- 1eaae wal passed, 

"the warmongers in this oountry would ory tor oonvoys, and.~rycme 

reoogni,e' the tact that oonvoys mean w&r. ,,40 The iao1a:tionista tried 

to precipitate the 188ue 01' oonvoys before the publiO or the Adminis­

tration was ready to deal toral1y with it . Senator ChArles W. Tobey 

ot New lamp_hire introduoed an anticonvoy resolution on Maroh :n, 1941. 

Alaerioa Firat .pon.ored a mA'ssi .... lett.r .... r1ting campaign to 

prevent oonvoying 1n April and May. German submarines had been oper­

ating clo •• r to Greenland sinoe Maroh 25, 80 Seoretary of the Navy 

Fl"fUIk Knox and Seoretary of War Henry L. Stimson advised Roosevelt 

tbat oonvoying was ., neoessity . !' • .,r1ng Oongre.8icmal hostility to 

using the Navy tor oonvoys, Roo.evelt QOmprOlli8ed and authori,.d 

"the .xterution ot naval patrols beyond the three- hundred 1I11e neutrality 

belt out into Ute m,1d-Atlantl0 . " lIe did not define the aotivities ot 

the patrols, nor did he make the deoision publio . However, the next 

day, A.pril 9, Roo.evelt did annQunoe the Amerioan ocoupation of Green­

land and the oonetruotion 01' air and naval bases to prevent Hitler troe 

u.a1ng the area aa a supply depot tor submarine. . When tho Pre.ideat 

ordered the patrols not to 8hoot at German aubmarines, the Senate 

Foreign Relations Co1lllD1ttee tabled Senator Tobeyts ant1oonvoy reso­

lutton.41The 1.o1atloniats were abi. to prevent the U8e of American 

sb1ps tor oonvoy duty, but not through legislation. 

In June, 1941. C'rete tell , ana :Russia 1I'a8 surprisingly attaoked 

'0,;1111am 1 . Langer and S. iVl)rett Gleason, The undeolared 1'I'ar, 
1940-1941 (:New York .. Harper aucl Brothers Publish.ra, i§5S" p. "S. 

41P1vine , the Reluote.nt ••• , pp., 109. 110. 
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bJ Gel'maDy. The o01lllNZdst 1801atto.D1ata 10l"get a'bout. the "imperiaUst-

war aru1 4e.ncM4 oon'9OY8 . ,11" "etectloD cU,d no~ ,.. .. lly afton 1'1_ 

'1I"st, 'bee .. u .. thID conservative Roosevelt -hat.r •• ADglepbebes, 

Ru •• opobes had 4osd.nat.d the orlel.atlon aino. January, 1941 . tAo" 

Amerlo~nluotant11 accepted. !tu.sl. aa .. Ally .. opponeot 0.1 altlo,., 

and coati ,wed to support l.net-l.... ... .. fom o.t all out &lcl shert ef 

war. Yilt,._1a pel" cent o.f the populatio.n suppOrted ocn'9'071u to. 

proteot rtoan war _teJ"1al.a aooorilag to a Oallup poll pr1n'bed til 

flu _-=a&iu. at tMs t1_.· 11 ,." • .,l.d that 81.,-one. -
pe.rcent approftd ot tbe ric .. ooO\ll,.tloD ot I"lead wbloh wa.e 

oUDOed b)' floo •• ".l' en Jul., T. 4 j .... tit'le4 tM. as .ttort 

to prevent the Gerans fro.. ocouW1ng tba 11 i.and. 

The 81dent ... , ftooun.,.d by the support te'l' ..... ioan 

ocoupation o.t IOelu.d. t.ha.t ~ a.l.IIlo., deolded to. ua. ri.O&D 11& ... 1 

u.n1ts 1n the Atlantl0 tor limited convoy duty, 'but cmly .. s 1'&:,. •• that 

i.land. Be .tl11 h.sitated beOAU'. the 1.o1.,tlo~lt propagaada &gainet 

oon't'Oflng wu pl'ollf1o .4 apparent17 lndioatea tho dt"V'1.1oD of 1"10110 

opln1on the 1 .... 

fhe isol.tionists were bean.ned by the Hw .• • re3eotion ot 

clft.tt 4IIstustoa 1n August. 1941. The or-1pnt.! e.leotl .... S.ntoe Aot 

Md been a.dept.d tbe pre'f'1cnl' A\a&Uat Wi. th .. ,one ,_r t1me 11a1 t 1'01' all 

oonaori-otea JDeIl . It alao conta1ned .. pronaleD that the " •• l.ct ... • 

w~uld not be .tationa4 out, ide the W •• t.,.. p..lIl1.p~r. . Vany i.pre.ent .. t1 ... 

had promi.ed their oonatituent. that thq Gou14 pt their Id.Utary 

obU,ation o,"r wlib beo.ut. 1t would. la.t ou1y ODe ye..... 'lbiy--

aged. to d..tu' an u'tens i on of •• moe bJ OII1J Olte 'rot • • ... ,n,t 

-'2RoKer.. p. al. 
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was pas.ed which set an eight4en lILOnth 11m! tation to eervloe . 

tho draft 1ssue enoouraged the isolationists to begin .. ,cam. 

palgn &g,ainst an r1can Expeditionary Foroe whioh had been rumored 

about for eome time . At the Internatioml Amphitheater in Ohioa&o, 

18 Dorothy Thomp.on, newspaper columnist and a vooa1 member ot the 

groups .triving tor Amerioan entry into the war, _de an interesting 

speeohwhloh indioated th$ 8~ use of bitter symbol. in the 'dobate 

8urround1u.: the possibil1ty of an expeditionary foroe . She began her 

speeoh betore three-thousand persone at a rally sponsored by the F1~ht 

for Freedom Committee by reading a telegram from an orgw'atl.on of 

rioan mothers . The mothers satd they did not .ant their sons to 

beoome member. of a seoond -A.E.F.- to fight in Europe , Asia, or Afrioa. 

They alked ¥iee Thomp,on whether she was in the pay of the OODlJQUl),ist 

party, and oharged that the present national Administration had done 

mor~ harm to the oountry than Rltler ever could do . W.ea Thompson 

replied.. ·You, who pioket the White Houa. , you blaok orow. , and send 

out petitions fbI" the lmpeaobmen't 01' your PreSident, you know and I 

know you are being paid--pa14 by the people.ho have no other idea 

ttan to apread dleeeneion. It you are mothera , God help the hu,man raoe . -

The ChioaGo Tribune oarr1ed the .tory in an unalgned article on the 

front J,'&ge and added that "while Miea Thomp.on wa. speaking, OODDUDilt 

handbills were being d1.trlbut$d outs1de the International Amphi­

thoater where the meeting .... held , " thereby implying that the Amerioan 

mothers .ere right in their oharges against the interventionist Vi •• 

'S Thompson. The Tribune .a. a180 quiok to print an anewer to 511 

fhompson in the next issue . 8 . Graoe Keete. seoretary ot We. the 

4SHoveaber 20, 1941 . 
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ther., Uobllizo tor r1oa, wrote a reply o"lUng !U •• fbollD'eon 

byeterlou . .e . at .. ted, 

b110 Vi •• ThOlllpGOn 1. 1f11U.g ,\0 P'" ... 1111on Amerioan boy. to 
to defeat Hitler, her ow Gil QboR to bel' and Slnolair Lewis, t.: 
no •• Ust, from whom tho 1 •• ".Jcing a. diTOroe) 1'111 not be callod 
upon to ake good on hoI' ofter, ,1noo hit 1t only 11 yoar8 Gld. 
Silt M'd probably be Itt cap'tain it he ,cst into the arlQ, Uk. J 

lltott Roo •• .,.lt . It w. •• 'l'hOlipson loved America more than 
ehe hate. flitl.", ahe woulu't be ao hysterical •• ' 

tb interventionists ami ltolatlonlsta \1tl11&ed propaganda teohtd.que, 

ill the. great debato prior to Pearl Sarbor. 

the v nts surrounding .. po •• ible rloan ~xped1tionary 

Force .erved. to re1n1oro. Roo .... lt t. caution in oo-opentlnc with 

~ndand . '!'hI 1 tlah oon ... o)l' 1'e under rauoh Dr ••• ure September, 

lMl . Ru •• bn luppl, sh1pmente had to pt. •• al'oUlld the Jo .... 'lan co ... t , 

oooupi.a bJ the G.rmans. to reach ~ ,nat . Unl... the ri oe.n na..,-

.hared the e.cort duty. Endud would 10" the battle of th6 Atlantio 

by defau.lt . On September 4 , ~ba Ua1taa St.te. Shtp !.b:I.u "a. tired 

upon by a a..raul) aubmrln. . This pttov1.4ed loo ....... lt ,..lth an •• a •• to 

lutl, .. te utual COIl'f'o), dut7 a. tar a. loelDACl. In ht.e -ahoot.cn-aicht" 

aPMoh, September 11, the President d.01& .... 4 that Aalr10u .. p&trolUJc 

..... 1. aDd plane. -111 proteot all a.rchaAt .hlp.-. not only ricq 

.hlp' but ahip. o£ atV tl.&' ...... ugag.d I.n oomme1'01 in our deten ... 1 •• 

watera .- 46 

'a. b in the Bu.elan oupa!&U. until the .nd ot 

October. thore .. re no IGOr. inoident. oO'.llp&J'&ble to the ~ .ttaok. 

the 1.olati oDi.t, were r .. pi411 a.lnd1tn« &8 t ,tlon pNpared to enter 

tb. war . Thelr bitt.rue .... «ainat Roo.ev_lt .ad the Brltlah booamo mor9 

IJlt ot S .. ate . 1,. 1.s . 
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ObT1ou , abd the t famous epokesman for laolation turned to .ttaoc 

tm. Jew. as war-mongeI"G . Cbarlo. Lind_r,h' s antl-com1tlc .peeoh in 

1).. ~o1_' S.pt~ber 11 was roport.a b.r the FJl10et0 tr!~. but 

they .t ... 8&04 tho eurtl-Rooeov:elt oontent ot the lpeeoh. Lindbergh aatd 

that the J, in America .ere &g1tatin& tor war and their aotlvitie. 

posed a great thl"eat . to tho United States. S. point.dto their -large 

rah1p influenoe in our motlon picture., our p~ ••• our radio, 

This speeoh created a tlunoy ot pJ'oteat . 

do,," F'1r8t when the orsanlaatlon rotuaed to oon4 

re.1iI:nod frol 

LindHr ...... .... 
hilo th. int • .l"VGntioniata bastoue4 to ondor •• tbe PNa14e:m:'. polloi •• 

nOWlOe tho hola.tlo:n1.t, _ The intervontionist tou.1"nlle 

Cour1er-Journal 041tor1a11,.d that Llnd.berfth .a. IDreadlxuc "the • 

old JaIl propaganda ot defeatism. 0 . ttonal cUaun1on, ot dictatorah1 

on tho t of I1re.ldent Rooa.volt and ot Jewisb aubtortuc •• that u. 

H1nt: ul ed to got tt. ration into ....... " 
oto'ber, moat rioe.Da .. re ready to uend the lIoutnUty 

ot by allowS. rohant .hlp. to be ar_4. 011 Oo~o_J' 9, Roo, ... l' 

Ite4 COD£r ••• to ropeal Section VI ot the Neutrality Aot , 

pl'O hi 'b1 t.4 the ana1-c "~ut.hlp.. • aleo lapl1e4 the 

tOI' tho reoea.l at the 111111 t on .t lone •• 0 tha.t 1.1 .S. ahlps oould 

•• oort war _tel"ial. to their 4 •• tlnatloDl . 

III the middle ot the d.ebe-t. the lioule over the andu. ot 

J'obant eblp. , the r ... J11e.,.Y. an Amerioan cSenro)"er, wal torP4tcloecl with 

'SOhlo!,. Tr~b\U'1e1 September 12, 1M1. 

"Do'hlllber 1. 1Ml. 



a loss ot eleven . 68 The Rouae responded by patriotioally voting 

nOM ahlp' by the .rgla of 259 to lS8. The pub110 then 

pl"Ooee<led to Jl4 that tho SOM.to rep4tal 10M euti .. o NeutnUty Aot , 

but Roo_velt oAUtlioualy s~uok to repealing only the ban on 

ships entering lRr zones . 

On Ooto_r 31, ,ther rloM 

,1oan 

Jaaae,. wee torpodoo4and ...... uty-a8vel1 mea were 11eted .. lDiaaiQ&_ 
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11'\0 tolloft~ day; t: la.red thAt 

·the veas.l. 1Ihlo1\ pro.umable ..... truck by a Nu1 ,\1_1'1110, 1, be1zlg 

t ..... ted by the administration .s an expeotable .sualty of Nt ul'1d.4tQla.re' 

r betW'ee11 the Unitea state. end GermanY. " 'the Tl'1bWUt a180 laud 

.. IP6eoh by Senator We.ylend Brook" .. aopubUoa:n from nUnois, whioh 

II .toppltd an .. tteza:pt by the war party 1n tho Senate to whiD ut) u emotional 

honsy o.er tbe a1alc1ng • • • 

vote OD. "peal ot thfl utn.llty a • -
on .. te iIlto late 

• tlw deb&te over rev1.1on ot tho leutnl1ty .Aot Pl"ogre .. ed, the 

1,ol .. tion1st. relled upon propacaniia apeoohe. and 1ettors to Coq""­

lonal luc1er. . Theso actinti ••• ere promiMJ,'ltl)1 ellspt..yell &no an. 

00UJ'fWl4 lJy the uolAt10n1et pe.pent.; o.p"0le.llJ the ChioaGo 1'1"1 bune . 49 

OYemDel" ti , The Tl"ibw:le oUI"'e4 on article reportlDs tllt. ",410 broad .. 

t ot Representative Clair Q . • .. 21oh1tu a_publioan, who 

.... C.,,10 .. '0 'frlb, 
I I . % , 

• Ootobor 11, 19.1. 

9, ft1Ilber 10. 19'1, thla n .... papeJ' saleh "tiat.IJ ..... d.r. WhO 
ieh to proteat to tMlr oOllgronmen against ~ scrapping of tho nellt­

ral1ty aot haft l"e,uoated tHE TRlliU.b"'E to pubU.h the ..... of tb rep"­
a.ntAtive, who thla w.ek '11111 dobato and then vote on lonate Ul8MmenU 

lob pen4t Aarlou merobent &1p. to ent.r belUs.rent pona. f. 
ruWNB horow1th reapontle to th ..... eque$'te by Uating the namea of the 
downstate rrep.roa.utatl", •• along wi tb the countl •• in hi .. cllftl'lota 
and the addroaa to whioh letters or t.loltl"Ul8 _y be s.nt to them •• • • -
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oharged that 

• Roosevelt has m18reprelent~d naval inOidents) that hi. sbooting 
orders to the navy, the oOMoription 1 ... , the lend- l .... e bill, and 
the drive to ema.oul .. te tbe neutrality act have oonvinced millions 
or Amer10ana of hi. insinoerity ; his purpoae 1a not po .. ce but agero.­
aive war ) to aecomplllh that purpose he will not hedtate to u.e 
.. ny alld all mean, at his C ommaM • 

Be.ide •• treulng the anti-Rooeevelt propagand .. , the Trlblme empbad.ed 

the war- mongerin, of .. -twenty per cent minority" who attempt to Inenoe 

the "ant! ..... r eight, per cent . "SO the uti- foreign element ot 1Iolat10n-

1 ... wa. alao ut111zed 'by the tribune . Oolonel Robert B. "MoCormiok, the 

Editor an4 Publiaher of this paper. was quoted therein as deolaring that 

-.ho.ver invented the 1dea that there 1 ... mother oountry of the United 

State. had In lmagiDatlon that cbrar'ed Shueapeare •• • - 61 

However, the 1nterventioni.t pre •• alao used. an1d.- toreign 

prop"!&nda. but dir.oted it towards G.rD&DJ and Japan. Th. Louisville 

Courier - :l0urnal quoted the Demooratio Senator troll Florida. Claude 

Pepper a ..... erting. 

We ' re golng to pers.oute Hitler it it takes to the end 01' ti1ll8 , •• 
it the u .. vy is needed .. e ' l1 send that , 1t thearrq 18 needed we ' ll 
.end that , it the air toroe 1. lMeded .. e ' ll .en4 tbat.. •• It 
Kurusu hal oome with a message ot repentanoe we ' 11 weloome him. It 
M ' a 00_ with .. threat, •• ' 11 throw h1a b&ek in the PlLcU'io •••• 
It we don ' t .... 'toh tho.e little yellow 1118n ot the E ... t they rill try 
to stiok ... tilleto in our back but .e '11 ohoke t~ to death it 
they move . 52 

The publioity the pre.s aocorded to the deb .. te overrepet.1 ot 

the Neutrality Aot revealed the interventionilm ot the South. Here, 

even the Republloana, lod 'by Wen4e11 WlllJd.e, petltionedOongre •• to 

take prompt aotlon. A Column1st in the Courler-Journal, A. i . Anderlon, 

5OBovember 10. 194:1 . 

6110vember 19, 1941. 

52·ovellber 24. 1941. 
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It 1. a wry old utional baht tot our8. that 1. also •• ell­
'oua.4ecl per80Dal hab1t with aJl¥ or the ln41V14ula lfho l1ve in 

ea 

I'1ca, to _et danger by the .ilap" .~pe41ent 'Of taktne our cu=a 
alODf$. aad the ~ of our .reba. 8hlp. i ..... ly the .xte1ldOB 
0.1 an old perional habit tato .. natlo:ne.l poUQf. Itt, Il-ll ".l"f 
e1mp1 •• both 1.1't. oonteplatlon aM the " .. 8ou.lIk .olution 
or the prob1... w. we threauned aad .e propo.e to .. t the dange .. 
wHlh Q •• !'Wbel.hlg toree, 3""t ..... 01 •• &11 ot oW' other pro-
bl .... 58 

the inte .. ventionist. .. .. pea. tha.t ,eel lleroMnt ,h",* would te .. -typlcally 

·rioan1l .olution. th8 .nt're pOlicy ot tbe AUird,tratloD "a. ct •• l£J2ecl 

to ... p riea out ot war. del e1tllultaneolltll lutai» tM ti,bt or the 

nation to ,end 1t.. 'hipa anywhere, regardlees ot B1 tler" .. etlona aDd 

thl'eau. 'lh-, arc.d that the axl,ti.QC l»ut .... 11t' law 1mpoa.d 

UO, 0.1 aldlq lH.:U.e .. ' 8 •••••• fit 

"1 •• •• 

The 1801at101\18t, s.14 the neutral1'" law wual .... dl .ad be-

oau •• of aoo.o .. lt f, actint!.e. It •• rleem ..... 1. oontLtwe4 to be 

allOW1Ml 111 a\lbmar'l_ tnte.ted .. tera, m.ro 1tlo1d.tmt. would ooour and 

Amel'1o-. would omolaUy be at 'W"'. ,be ..;;;:.t_rt .... "' .... · ~ __ .... aoou .. 4 Roo.~lt ot . .1_ 

repucUatinc ... e,., a.r rat " .. 4 to pai' the N.~n.lltJ A.ot 1n U~S9. 

They odltol"1all.ed. 011 10 .... 1" 'I, 1Ml. the day betoN tM Se.to .... 

,. .. led the &n914UIeat aDd "8.1" lOne ban, that 

' .. 040m ot tbe .... hu ..... ro .ant that. .. Mutral oou14 oonyoy. 
1IWD1 tlou of ftr to .. belUgeront . O\U" 'ftl"8b1,. ..... ensage. tn 
.... wartuo tdtb the Genaams. Our .. :tal ..... la ar. uaae,. order. 
to .,rotoot ..... ab1'P111ftta io ttl. ,0008 tar 013'\';1140 the "o.tern 
Jlem1aph.r. . .By .ubtel"tuge, 40ce1t. and 41not nOlat1.8 ot'bhel .. 
ou. war ada1n1etrat.lcm hae __ the ttn1_d. State ... belll,_nut. 
altbough tM l ... ·'bo tho oontraJ")".tuu upoa thit book. and w:t;t11 
amended or r.~lecl ,houle). tNt p" ..... Ull.t . • •• X'I; 1. the expoot .. 
ation 01 tbe Roo •• velt war ~ that wlten tb to11 h .... uted 
ead the oat.tty nat. vo lonse,.. tho ... 11111 be no turtlutr 
.. e.t.tan.o to the ... orlt101a). eat" ot the 'am. te4 Stat.. into .. war 
•• reft .. 1t laY be tound . 

6IJov .. be~ 1. 1941. 

"Lout .... Ul. q~url.r-Jouna!j. lov_ber 8. 1Ml. 
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Howe.,-.!' , even with. the Senate repeal , the Tribuna .... the 

·close vote 8.6 .. mandate to move slowly. " The fiouse approved the aotloA 

by a vote of only eighteen votes on Novem~r 12. Senator Bur'boa , . 

Whe.ler oomplained that "the nctory was won by proaaure fro. politiO&l 

bou •• allover th& country and by the allurement of White aou,. , 

patrotl&g • • lt 55 

The i.olationist battle ..... over, nonethele.. . They had .uned 

that a .8rios ot inoident. would lead to Wf.r and that 1a what happened. 

Their arguments were oorreot, but doa had voted tor war . Th.ir 

a.gumenta .. ere oorreot , but they were ridiouled and even deolared 

WlpatTiot1.o " .s a-rioa entered the Seoond WOFld W .... . 56 

'the ever inoFeadug 1801at10n18m of the mdweat and tb8 

Ch!O"§o Tribune .a. endod onl morniD«, P.oember 1 , 1-941, when Pearl 

Harbor wa. attaoked. the Tri 'buno repl .. oed the .IIotto "Sa.e Our 

Republio" on 1t8 masthe .. d, " .Un Step""n Deoatur· , ,logan, DOur Oountry. 

ii. ht or Wrong ."On Deoember 6, a. the .hooked oountr,y reaUsed that 

lts attoll1Pt. at neutrality had oompletely r .. Uod. pubUo opiXUQU ralUed 

'behind the sentiment. or Burton llheeler. ftTbe only thirag now 1., to 

do our b .. t to l1ck hell out of thea. - 51 

Botb 'i.olationi.t. and intenentlon1lta lwl "led the lame 

teohnique. in their propagand&. They oommonly believed that America 

5SCblcare Tribune, November 13, 1941 . 

66rbe Loui.ville OQUJ'ler- "ourcal , Novellbe~ 24, 1941, contained 
thi. 1tem. "Senator Soaper §A18. ' An antl-1ntervontlonilt oration 1n the 
Senate had an audience ot twi) tellow lolon. . 'fbi. 1. not 100 por oent 
isolat10n, but 1t 11 oloae . · tt For or1ti.018. oflaolatlon.i'ft patriot1 .. 
prior to Pearl Harbor and. atter, 1 •• /1.?'('Gil~ -Amerioan Inqui8itlon. 

r.eoution of 1801at10n18t_, It CatholTc World , . iI (July, 1942), &86- 89. 
. t 

5"1Lou11v1l1e COurier-Journal., Deoember 8, 1941. 



es 
oould extend mat.rial a1d to the Allies w1 t hout blooming OIllhroiled in 

the 60ntl1ot . !hey naively believed that the Neutrality Aot "Quld 'b4t 

enforoed automatioa.l1y and Amflrioan demoonoy wou.ld pre..tl . They 

IIlILlnt&1ned a militant position in the Paoifio when they had no military 

strength to enforce it , whUe they ottered appeasement and hesitation 

to the Alliel on the Atlantio . The midw • • tern attitudea repre'lentecl 

the last .. ttempt by Amerioans to keep their nation inlulated from 

tora1.gn atfair. . The Seoond 'forld War toroed America. to- take her 

plaoe a ... world leader. Isolat1onism wa. dead in the !.11dJreet. 
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