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.. J'. '''11:'''' {,., 1 ;\':"1 il.v.~ , 

',ledieval history is the history of tile union of Jhuroh 

and State. In ordor to ullderstHll.d s80nVlr history One!1U:Jt 

HU{,nent it to a dOgTf~EJ wi th the history of tne .Papacy. One 

must not study tho Papacy in thO li,;f1t of tna pres~nt. but 

ra tiler in the lif~n t of the past -- under tile cirolllnstanoes, 

ide;~ls and customs of' that genera tion. 

l.i.'be tVIO flost misunderstood popes of l1edieVtil nistory 

are Ore{~ory VII and Innocent I I I. Seoular historians 

oharge them with using' every 911ifting of fortune to in .... 

crease tne spiri tual authori ty and the tempor:ll possessions . 
of the papaoy. They were dinlornats and onnortunists, and 

hence did not hesi ta te to play upon selfish l!loti ves, tvheD 

tuey could seoure an ?ldV~nt,3I;o by so doinf':_ \}rep,ory VII, 

in 11is dec lara tions on a world tluweracy. laid tho founda­

tion for world conquest. Innocent III, even beyond the 

moat ambi tious plans of Orer~ory VII, used tHe deolarations 

of (lrep,ory VII on the relation of stnte to Ohurch to advance 

his .Illost selfisll designs and satisfy lli$ lust for lid tlo::Hl 

T)mver _ 

'fhe writer is desirous of revealinp, the rir:.b ts and ob­

lip,u tions tila t boie 11 bottl Church and state, when the lioly 

Homt':ln Empire was created in 800 A.D. tie intend$ to show 

that "nen ltregory VII and Innocent III excommunioated and 

even danosed some te~oral rulers during their respective 

pon tifioa tes, they had no other choice -- for the law of the 
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0hurch and the law of the kingdom made the terllT>oral rtllers 

either retraot or rerrret -- and it 'was not done with any in­

tention of world oonquest. In a word the writer wishes to 

goi 1'a Gragory VI I and InnocentI I I tha orad i t tha tis the ir 

due, and thereby remove some of t.ne misconceptions about 

them. 
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\,I,cUll, .t 'JH • ' 

Viotory of Ohristiani ty over Paganism 

Hilo!, there ~,ag about this time Je~lus. 
a \JflS91'1l<1n, 1f it be lawful to 0'111 111m 
a faan. for he wa.s a doer of wonderful 
works, -- H tenohor of such titen as re­
ceive the t1"l~t.h with nleasura. de drew 
ovor tohil'll both of the J9ws. and many 
of ttUt \}enti1es. de \'flU! l tbe) Christ· 
and WHtJn Pilate at tne sur~p,estion of the 
nrilloipa~ m.en alllonp,st l1S

t
, had oonds!ll.f!.ed 

him. to th.e cross, tbose hat loved hll'fl 
a.t the first did not forsake him, for 11e 
appeflred to theI!l a Ii va t'k1;dn the ttdrd 
day, as the divlne prophets had foretold 
these and ten thousand other wonderful 
tAi~~s cono6rni~~ himt and the tribe of 
Ohristians, so nnmed Irom him, are not 
extinct at tIllS d;iy.!f -- FlaV1Us Josephus· 

1. ~"ll~vius, ~Iosephus, a.ntiQllj.tj.es of tho JOIS, ,'~VI iI, ek/.Hn .:~, 
JF v. n.4d7. 

Ohristianity, accordiI~ to Josephus, owes its ori~in to 

Jesus of IJazareth. It was .de who g'::PI9 to His followers new 

teachiJl1{8 and HIora1 practioes -- the splri t of ohari ty, jus­

tice, obedience to law, purity of morals and sanctity of do­

rnestio life. Christianity 'Nas l)redioflted on love -- the lova 

of God aud Ule love of one's neigbbor. 

lilt was a love that was to join in one 
body those whom sl18nl010n and prejudioe 
and pride of raoe h8.d hitherto kept a­
part. Ti'here was thug formed by the new 
religion a oormnunity of the faithful, a 
.uoly ~'Pire. desif"ed to IPl ther all men 
into its bosoa, aDd stfmdl~ opnoaed to 
the manifold polytheiams of the older 
world, exactly a. the uniyorsal sway of 
the vaeaara,fts can truSt ted wi th the in­
numerable kingdo •• and oit" republios that 
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had gone before it. n 2 

2. J,:;ryoe, James, Tllt lioU H9IDJlA Rmpirl, ohap. 8, p.;J~3. 

When Ohrist percei 'fed tba t 1118 earthly mislion was draw­

ing to Ii olose, .de w;·.4s desirous of perpetuating ilis work by 

appointinr; someone to be the vialble head of riis Ohuroh.Jne 

of rlis apostles, Peter, after making a profession of faith in 

the !li'fine Nature of Ohrist, was chosen to be Jhrist's suc· 

oessor, as Ghrist thus addressed him --

rf,Slessed art thou dlmont Bar-Jona: because 
fl.ah and blood hath no reyealed it to 
thee, but 1}r! ~'athor wbo is inhea'len. And 
I Bay to thee: That thou art I>oter; andup· 
on U118 rook I will build ~ ohurcn, and 
the gatos of nell shall not pre'lail. ag".linst 
it. And I will f;,ive to thee the kays to 
the kingdom of neaTen. t,nd wIla tsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth it shall be bound also 
in heaven, and whatsoevor thou shalt loose 
on earth, it shall be loosed also ~n , 
heaTen.!' _. (;.tatt.XVI,17-l9 •• TOhn .:~XI.l5-17J 

These words oonvey only one meaning, namely that Peter, and 

in him hie suoceasors, was to be the head of the Christian 

Churoh. 

~IPeter is to be to the Churoh what the foun­
dation is in re/tard to Ii house. He is to 
be ttle nriucipl. of uni ty. of stabili tyt and 
of inorease. lie is the principle of un ty, 
sinoe what is not joined to that foundation 
i8 no nart of the Church- of stability sinoe 
it is the firmness of this foundation In vir­
tue of which tlle Ohurch rell8ins unshaken bl 
the storms which buffet her. of iaureano, for 
if ahe grows, it is beoause new stones are 
laid on this foundation •••• Theonl,. m.anner 
in which a man can stand in such a relation 
to aJl1 oo~orate body ie by poasessing author- -
ity O'fer it. frhe sapreme head of a. body, in 
dependenoe' on whom all subordinate Huthori-
ties nold their nower, and he alone can be 
said to be the prinoiule of stability, unity 



and inorease. 'I 3 

3. 0&140110 DQJQ1QlV!>1il, IJope, XI I. p.26l. 

Th. Oatholio Gharoh at its inception was wholly Jewish --

hor Di 'fine I.flounder was a Jew, the Apostles and disoiples ',vera 

Jews, the first oonvorts were also Jews. 'rhe ADo.tles rer:-ard­

ed the Jaws as the children of God. ').lh. three thousand per" 

sons whom St. Peter baptized at Jerusalem on the feast of 

Pentecost were Jaws .of tl10 dislletsj,on. 4 

4. 1) Those Jews WilO remained in foreign oountries <:lfter the 
return of their oountrymen from the Babylonian oaptivity. 
;~} The scattered couuni ties of Jewish emi~;.rants in ooun­
tries outside of Palestine. 

St. Peter addressed Jews exclusively when he said, 

"Therefor. let all the hOll.a of Israel know 
most ()ertainly that God bath made both ,:,JC)rd 
and Ohrlst f this ,same Jesus

j 
whom you haTe 

orucified. f 
..... (Acts II, 36 

The Jews did not wish to oloso the doors to the gBntiles. 

Bather, thosefrentiles who desired to accept Christianity, 

were allowed to do 80 ~ at the same time aocepting to a de­

f~ee the same ri/~ht. and duties aa the Israeli t&8 by birth. 

"In a word, wi thollt denying to ~lnyone the 
right to aQore with her the true {~d. Is­
rael expeoted &ach worsbipper to reueiVG 
from her, in some way, the investiture, to 
beoome a Jew in more or leas _easure ao­
cording to the right h. w1shed to eJl~oy. It 5 

6. Kurt.n, {tad!r." The tlbprqh It the TarniM fAlnt. Af 
lliatoa, p.3l. 

"The Jews saw in the Church a qnagogue of 
superior order to which God had re.ealed 
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the oblour. meaning of tne pronhecies, but 
a synagogue n~v8rtheless into Whioh no one 
could enter wlthout being a member either 
by birth or b.r adoption of the people of 
Iarael. f

' 6 

6. llli., p.32. 

Ohristianity was still a national relip,lon, and seemed doomed 

to be nothil1f~ elae. It was at this DlOftUtnt that an eventful 

ac.ne took plaoe, which 1s minutely presorTed in the Acts Qf 
the A~Q.tl,a. 

There was in tbe oity of Osesarea in Palestine, a oen­

turion of the Roman army, named Oornelius. He was a just man 

and God-fearing. One day an angel appeared to him sayinf; 

that hi. prayers had been ap,roeable to the Lord. and that he 

was to send for one Simon Peter who was then liTing at Joppe, 

in the house of a tanner by the seaside. Cornelius obeyed 

and despatched three men to the Apostle. 

"And on the next day whilst they were 
going on their journeyt· and drawing nigh 
to the oi ty. Peter wen u:p to the llip)ler 
parta of the house to pray about the sixth 
hour. 

And be ln~ hunt:;ry he was desirous to 
taste sOllethlng. AnA 8S they were pre­
paring, there Oame upon him an eost~lOY of 
mind. 

And he was the heavens o~ened. and a 
great vessel desoendin~. as 1t were a 
great linen sheet lat aOwn ~ the four aor­
ners from heaven to the earth. 

Wherein were all manner of fourfooted 
beasts, and oreeping things of the earth. 
and fowls of the air. 

And there came a lOioe to him: Ariae, 
Peter, kill, and eat. 

But Peter Baid: Far be it froul me. for 
I never did eat anything that is oommon and 
uno lean. 

And the TOioe spoke to him 8.fl,'ain the 
second tim.e: 'rhat whiah (lod hath oleansed 
do not thou call oommon. 
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And this was done thrioe: and presently 
the vessel was taken up into lltui'fen. 

Now whilst Peter was doubting within 
himself wha t the vision tbQ t h. had seen 
should mean- bebold the .en who were sent 
from Oornellus inquiring for Simon'. honse 
stood at the gate. 

And when they had oalled, they asked if 
~lmon. who is aurnaaed Peter. were lodgeA there? 

And aa Peter was thinking of the vision, 
the Spirit said to him: Behold three men seek 
thee. 

Ari,e, therefore. get thee down and go 
with them. (doubting nothing: for I ~ave sent 
thell. 1t 

- Aots I, 9-20) 

Peter went to Oaesaraa. and baptized Cornelius und his 

family. They were the first Gentiles to enter the Ohuroh who 

did not first pass through the synagogue. The other apostles 

followed the example of Peter and they were thereby 

"overtnrowing the whole hierarchioal order 
in the relations among nations, they were 
abolishing the privilege of Israel, and 
oompelling the people of God to mingle 
henoeforth with the crowd of newcomers of 
every desoent who were about to inYade 
the Ohuroh." " 

7. Kurth, Godfrey, AR. Qi~ •• p.39. 

All the outr~d feelings of patriotism, all the pas­

sions of lelt-Iove. and, perhaps, allo of self-interest were 

let loose ugainst tnis innovation. At the Council of Jeru· 

salem (52 A.D.) the momentous Question '«as disonssed. 'I'he 

Counoil flung open the doors of the Ohurch to the nations 

,,1 th these words, 

"It hath .. emed good to tbe Ho11 Ghost and 
to us, to lay no further burden upon you 
than t;he necessary things." 

The Ooune!l of Jerusalem had saved Ohristianity at the 

saorifioe of Judaisln. It had killed t118 national pretensions 
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of the J awish ,peop le • The Ohvoh 

~d just separated her oause from the 
precarious dtuJtiny of a nation. She had 
refused to eSPOUS8 the cause of the petty 
oontingenoies'of history so as not to fall 
in her uniYersal .i •• ion. Peter's bark 
bad out the ~op. that bound it to port 
and was ~ainl1lg the high seas where, wt th­
out daub,. there awaited it storms, but 
also miraoulous draughts of fisheo. H B 

8. Kurth, Oodfrey. op. cit., p.4S. 

About 42 A.D. Home was made the center of the Churoh by 

Pe ter beoause it was tlum the oen tel' of the known \Vor Id. 

Rome thereby was not only the governmental cent~r of the 

Roman Empire, but also of the Church •. 

It was inevitable that Ohristianity was 'to arouse pop· 

ular sentim.ent against it in the Homan Enipire. Sinoe the 

established ways of society _ .... trade interests, family life, 

popular amusements and the aooeptod relif~ious obs"rvanoes --

1;"er. permoa ted wi th idolatry. immorali t1 Hnd fri vo 11 ty, the 

Obristians held them.elv •• aloof froll them. The new religion 

seemed to threaten indefinite disturbanoes. 

"This popular feeling bad beoome strong 
long before the Rovenaeut, althowril it 
had deoided to treat obstinate OhrIstians 
as outside the laws, had yet aOQuired an 
impression that they were dangerous outlaws, 
or that the oas~ required any va~ seri-
ous or systematlo treatInent. ildd to all 
this that the regular worship of the gods 
was thought to guarantee the !Jtst. againat 
oalamities, and that neglect of it .1R~t 
bring disaatC!r tlpOn the whole oowauni • 
Por. indeed, the nublic religion was • 
oonsecration of the State, and in a manner 
the basis 'of it. And the Ohristians, not 
contented with quietly disbelievinf{, wst 
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openly rffpudiate it. n 9 

9. £18iny, Hob0rt. 'Ih. ''Rgient Catholic C}lKsm. p.ll. 

It \'fas just a fila t tar of time before the goTernment decided 

to act. '!'he repugnunce and irritation in many was suffioient 

to disnoso an hostile aotion by the magistrates. 'llbey un­

earthed old laws -- which were no longer in use, but were not 

repealed -- to justify their aots of death sentences for 

Ohristians who obstina toly )')srsiated in the offense against 

authority and before the tribunal. The mai~istr;':lte treated 

Christianity as baing beyond the protection and permission of 

the law, when he considered it .- . 
I1first. as a perturbinrr sooial influ.enoe 
apt to spread, aeoondly as interfering 
wlth thereligiou's sanotions on whioh the 
s,ystem of the empire rested (and even ~ith 
outward defer.nee for theJll) .. and, tl1irdly, 
as creatin~! an obstinancl or temper which 
refused to r,i va 718.V to uamoni t10n or to 
punishment.. 10 '" 

10. Rainy, Robert, on. gil., 0.13. 

The governMent was very determined to put an end to this 

new fanoy which aimed at tho very roots of the imperial power 

by openly repudiating' the nublie religion. But to no sTail. 

9. 

11he major persGcutions found Ohristianity, not destroyed, but 

rapidly incre8sin?, having been pur~ed in the orucible of~lr­

tyre' blood. ~eeing that their effol"ts were to no sTail, the 

8.'!1f)erOrs deoided u.pon less dJ."astio aotion. Trajan, for example. 

wJin tained that the $'0801f10 accusers of tha Ohristians tUld to 

appear agllinst them bofore they could be sentenced to the 

den tIl penal ty • 
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'1Tbat the Ohuroh should remain for any 
lellRth of timfl in u hoatile attitude to­
wards thoae nations among Which she had sno· 
oeeded in ,stabli8~in~ herseltt and wber~ 
she was dall:v groWlllg in imDor anoe and In­
oreasing in numb$r. is a supposition that 
would be at varianoe 71th el'~ry element of 
her natW"8

t 
and antl.lqonistic to tn.e genins 

of her ius itutions. t 11 

ll.~lzogts Uniye,,.ll OhVgR. iiiltW. I. p.463. 

The peaceful settlement ca •• in 313 a.D. wben Oonstantine 

published at Milan an edict. f~iving to the Ohriltians the un­

r9strioted right to practice their religion throughout the 

Roman empire., Oonstantine presumed tha t Ohristiani ty and 

Paganism could exist amicably side by side. This alone is . 
suffioient to flflOW that Oonstantine dId not anpreoiate the 

true relations between PaganiSll and Ohristianity. still his 

polioy left Ohristiani ty at 1i berty to spread. 

"Ohristiani ty t which had 80 long endured 
all the evils of bloody and relentless 
persecution, required no .ore than the ju.st 
toleration of an equitable emperor and the 
prohibition of all violent interference with 
divine worsbipt- to thoroup~11 permeate every 
order of SOOi8~y from the lowest to the 
highest! and to tinally reoomaend its olaims 
at the hran. of royalty of which it after-­
wards beoanl. tnt) f irmes\ support. '* 12 

12. Alzog • .All. Qi~.. I. p.466. 
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JdAPTEH II,. 

Gradual (~rowth of the Papacy to the Ho 1.y Allianoe 

tIThe Uhurcll duri.ng her sojourn on earth. 
oal19 together ohildren froa all nations. 
f!.lld formfl a sooiety of pilgriBls eflbrao-
lng men of eve~ tongue. jhe takes DDheed 
of di ... ersi tv or- CUSt014S. Ian and insti tu­
tiona, since tbese are neoessary for the 8S· 
tabliShaent and saourit.r of the peaoe of 
the world. ,Instead of ohanging or abolish­
ing these, she, on tne oontrarIt 

preserves 
and adoDt. them. for a1 thOtlRh a 't'ersi ties 
may exist among iltferent people, these 
will alway. tend to the ~nera1 good and 
p.~oe_of the world, rOTlded. only ~~i[ft 

fl. t! ~' ,a -n wh~(J~ we are 
tau.ght-to worah p the one omnipotent God. n 1 

1. St. Augustine. DI QjyitB\. Dll, Ill, 11. 

~ver since the time of Peter, tbe Church has aimed 

fai thfully to conmly wi tb his nrecept HJ!'ear (}od. honor the 

King" (1 Peter II, 17). Peter tb@rfl)by recognized tne exis­

tenoe of two perfect sooieties, the Charoh and the State. 

"The State exists to help un to temporal 
happiness, the Jhurch f to eternal. Of 
these two nurpos8s the latter i~ more ulti­
mate, man's greater ITood. wbile the former 
is not necessary for the aoquisition of th.e 
latter. The doainating proximate purpose 
of man must be to earn his title to eternal 
salvation, for that, if needs be he must 
rationally saorifioe his temporal hapnine ••• 
It is claar

1 
therefore, that the purpose of 

the Ohuroh s higher in the order of Divine 
Providenoe and of righteoua human endeavor 
than that of the dtate. aenoe, in oase of 
direot oollision of the two. GOd's will and 
man t s need require tha t the gg,ard ian of the 
lower l'UTp~s. shOtlld yield. n 2 

~~. 0a~l101iQ NBQlgIQped1a. State and Ollttrch, XIV. p.~~51. 
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atill the problem of Ohurch and State did not arise, 

until the deoree of toleration by Oonstantine. Up to that 

time the old religion of Rome was n~v~r more than a depart­

ment of the State. Constantine. saw that Christifmity 

"was something that could realize the re­
ligious side of the Rmpire in a nobler 
fora than AUf~stus or Hadrian had ~ver 
dreamed of -- a unl.ersal Ohurch that 
could stand beside the universal Empire 
and worthily sunnort its labors for the 
p$aca and welfQre of the world. But for 
this purpose unitl was essential. If the 
Church was di,ldea ~~ainat Itself. it 
oould llot help the Rmnire'IJorse than 
this" it could hardly'be divided against 
itself without being also divided against 
the Empire. One of the partiea was likely 
to appeal to the emperor, and then he 
would have to decide between tilell and uaake 
an enemy of the defeated nutYI and. if he 
tried to enforce hi~ decision. they werG 
likely to resist hi~ as stubbornly as the 
whole Ohurch had resisted the heathen _­
perers. n 3 

3. Cambrid,. IIdle,sl "latQt1. 1. p.ll. 

Hft sou{:ht to have uni ty in the Oharon. ra th the consent of 

the P()~e he therefore oalled an eoumenioal oounoil at Nlcaea. 

Hls one objeot was to make an end of diyision, so whateyor 

pleased tho bishops pleased him. ile had thereby established 

forraal relations with tho Ohuroh, whioh oulJ8innted in the de­

cree of Tbeodosius in 392, whioh forbade the practioe of ob­

solete paglUlism and whiob recognized the Church as the state 

religion. 

"As soon a.s Ii bert,- of conscience was es· 
tablished the noman world in its entirety 
asked for admission into the oouauaion 01 
the faithful. and bf;fQre the fourth century 
had drawn to a olose the pagans saw themselTes 

lr.. 
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redl1ced to the tJtate of u disoouragedminor­
ib'. Ohristianity had beeome the religion 
of the &lliperOrs, the re'iigion of ilie pro­
vinces. its limlts were co-extensive with 
those of the rtmoire." -4 

4. Kurth, (~dfrey. Q~. cit., p.45. 
--____ ~. ___ ~ ____ ~ __ ~ _______ ~ ____ ~ __ ~ .. ____ ~ _____ .~ .•• ~. ____ ~ __ ~_~~.M. ____ ~~ .. ____________ ... __ ... ____ _ 

The Church by demandin~ a more rit·;-id wlitorlli ty in doc­

trine and ()rgan:i~~ation and in maldIlR more and more vi tal the 

notion of ii visible body of worshippers uni ted by particil)a­

ti OIl in the gantt) gt:.~oramen ts. ma ill tained and. l' av! ved tlle doc­

trine of uni ty. which was being lost beoause of the division 

of the Empire. It ill a strangA co:inoidenoe that Theodosius, 

who r8cof~iaed the Ohurch au the state reli[;ioli., was th" last 

to rule O'fBr tho whole Homan Em}Jiro. :ua tar on the oneness of 

tile Empire existed in name only, sinGe the emperor ruled in 

Oon.tan tinoule aver $inca Constantine mOTed tile seat of ROY-
I . 

ernment there from Home. 

'fhe oonoeption however ot the HOIJan &mpire \,a& tbflt it 

was e tarnal, because its dominion was un! versal. td th the 

decline of the Ela:pire, the Gharch kept alive the idea of a 

lUli "arsal ({,overnment. 

'tWi til the triwnph of Christianity this be'" 
lief h.ad found a new basis. !?or as the IYn­
pire had decayed. the Church had grown 
strol\Rer: and ;now wh,ile. theone, trembling 
a t the upl)roaon of tne destroyer

t 
saw pro· 

vinoe a~ter provino9 torn away,he other, 
risine In stately youth, ~r9pared to fill 
her plaoe and ~yern in her name. and in 
doing so, to 8UOpt and sanotify and propa­
frate anew th" nolion of a nni.varaal and 
unending stat",. 'I 1) 

b. Bryce, Jaaes, .o..l? .. QU., p .21. 
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Hijat dtu'k elourJ}j were gathGrinr; :::,:lowly 
on the horizon; distU1' b~ng the sereni tJ 
O¥ th~ mo·r·l~ n 'l~ ~nn ()l'nft'n" th o C'Rta~ -..L .... "", f:; 'I . ' .I ....... ........ J...... <·.....:.,S.\.1 4_ 6 ''''''' .:t. ~. ,") .a. ... V '....... . .. .;, 

tro'1be 0: the morr ow. The .~::lrbar ians . 
str:3.ug0l'S to Chl'bati~inity and to dvi .... 
liza tiou, exeludec1 frolll tho Homan foli ­
Jity wern lJl:'owlinp; like w01 vas about the 

S Ul1I1;Y domu in of the Emu i rr-l . Roms ha v'" 
iug tried to subdl19 tllftIll, at l a d ea.mo 
to the conclusion tha t its hOllr for new 
C{)Jll)il88tS "N'iS naBt , t.md t'h..<l t it ',vould 
uover triumph over them by force of 
ar :ns. Th"3 time ca:ue wtH!~ ihe H::~rbarians 
we:'ca su.:pn ly ing her wi th so l cliers , and 
it ~~~ ~~ ·o; out t' ~ 1J1 ~'na· t nb o r crl l' fn (1 ~ .«.t", •. < ..•• ,IbN :te . ._ ", .tl e _ 11 . ~ .' h 

.hor staunehes t defonder-s . " 6 

ur ·t '<t (' {) a' f'~. '''·IT ()."",' i t 'p 'i Co) 1.1 . .11 .LJ, . \',1 _,£ I.!J.J • J.l t t~ 0> • , ,$ • l,re - 1 • 

The Erm ire sought to D. s,:;ituila t() ti:om f{radual1y by f irst mak­

ing' Hornsns out of thom :::md t.hen hrl..vi W; t.he Ctmreh ma ke Chr i9-

thms .out of t hnm . In th i s peaeeflll t:cir..unph of Givi li zat ion 

the (}er rru:tnio world took pos.sess ion of the Homan wo:tld . Yet 

a Hmo c ame when tho~le l overs of wealth and volup t!;tQunrwos , 

came in ouest of fortune. 'hey broke dmm the carriers set 

up B{-;a ins t them, and in l3VHr iIlcreasing numhers th!3y sv;rep t 

over tne Empi re like a plar:,ue. t.heroby foreshadoVlinr; the de­

struution of t he Empir(~ . 

!t1i day iljdoed (}~J.llle --, a d?-y . S'f shamf'! and 
of mOllrYUn~ sueil a u tIW worlL1 had never 
known -- when the S~l vut;e horchlS e~~p tured 
the b: tornal Oi ty • 'fhen 1,.'18.0 the sano tu­
ary of civili7.a tion vlo l::ftf:H'I :in n r.to~]t 
Sticri19f.~i()!lu mannol' . 2nd mel}. had i.l fore ­
t aste of the end of a.ll tll. ing~~ . tr 7 

Y1 Th:'A ' . FJ r . ~ •• P' l!..)_ * 
._---------

In the fall of the Znmiro , many al.so !law the fa l l of 

the Ohurch, because it was so intima tely conIlec ted wi th the 
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:~mp ire . l~or lli:\s8cond time it anD ea r ed i).(;l thoilRh Uw Oh urc:h , 

as the nll tional r el i gi on, '.vou ld uer, i sh with the destruction '. 
of the "illmpir0 . 'flu) Chutch thouRh saw i n the mO'1(eme.n t t hl:1 

birth of a wor Ie. F.lS Y.1 t l.Ul.1hlO\~m . Har e- . as B lSl:)wh·7)re . the 

tr i umph of the Ohureh 'Nil S l:n'oucht a::,ou t through th~J instrn-

mantali ty of a Chri stian prinoe . ClovL3. king of the Il!'auks--

one of the !213HY- b~rbal' i e trib 'w -- .in spr i'i1,Hnf~ his kingdom 

camo in con t nc t wi th till.': 1'0 {lUli tlt t of the ,'.l 01UHu Emnire . and 

was success flll in the bFl t tlo of '3., lo 30n£J (4-86 A. D. ) • Clo vis 

had como to kno',v th8 ,:)hurch" i n. tha t h.., lin -c uken f or 
, . 
HiS 

' 4f~ t ~· Oh .... · "'t·', P ' , ,. r " ' .,., •• ,' .. , ...... ~7 .,j., , I ue .~ . .). 1 h' ,1<.n ,Ju:rg'llr .. J 1 ,.1,> ~!r l nC'H>"' , J lo ti l da . 'lbi le en-

.. ' -" I~ ' \ ·1" .,- ' r'> , 0" t 1 t I' '" c, 1 q Y1 • - l' ,,> P 1 " • "b C 1 ' " "'1 P '" f;df,0.,1 In ij''::\I.'. l l . I'Il .. tl. , • .It. ,n.,C'lffi,· .... nl. a . _1 \,.l.J.jllu , t OV l S fide" h 

VOW to baCel119 a G.hr:i.stian, if Ck>d ::Jnf'11.1d {;,r :1nt him the v ic-

t I ~ ~"" 'll ' t ,iJ ' . ' ", ' . b 4-" -- "'1 ' t , ory . n 4.ULl,l .. ~mel\ 0 .. Hi S vo.v ue was {Jp vl zea o.~ " I..dr lS , -

mil;'; Day , 496 tl. j) . ~ lmd -'Nith him thrso t housand noble Fr a nks 

<>!lc'l """ ny Ti'1~"11 lr 'l" « h 'l~'ul1' ,. ,< a~ .c:;.i(1.. i~, (,..., ........ ~A,l+ f"_.. l..t ~ . 

In his vi dory over the A lmnt_mni ~ Clovis rins like Con­

stantino jn rmpf:l ".t l:i.ng to the Ood of the Ohristinns , but in 

his ba ptisu! lw '\,ra,8 like t he CClll turton Cornelius . Uow tne 

Church repca t ad hor m;pQj:'is,~H!B of over four nen tllr i es n:re-

viOtls . W1H!n she ("! - r"<'- -'d f"" .., OD",.rdL t. l l O,n . ' 
t h e -peop Le of I3r8.01, ~y se-

~ . h ' ., . f' ' ,~' t ' ,,' .. t' pan:t l> l.ng . Gr a.egt. l ~ne3 ... :rO'TI tnoco Oi n~, . .,:,mplrG . vy pu hng 

in t o the honds of the .Bnrba:r i ans th~ seErpter of t he wor l d 

without 'requ irim; thorn first to assimila te the Romiln eivi­
-i 

li zu, tion. 

" l~ver:\' wtlflre wi t hou t 1.mno zing Gond i ti 0119 _ 
t ho On. tho l'i (; Ollurch nn~.oekec! t he Wl tee of 
hor SflllG tuari as and (ni'ien~d t he road of still .... 
VI=!, tion to the new na tlons • ..• ,ihen these be'" 
dame convinced tha t t bey could carry t he 
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swoet yoke of Ghr i st wi thout submi ttinF; 
to the hea vy yoke of :iome, the i r pre 'ju­
di ce aga ins't the Ca thol i c fai tn fe ll" to 
the f~round , a.nd its na t ubjl superiority 
over herosy , as well as over pafl,'fmism~ 
found no 10n,<:;er any obs ta.cle . Joyf ul.lY 
the Ear bar i an ViOl' 1(1 , wholo and 0n tir e an­
t ored into the Church . u 8 

8 . Kurth, Godfrey . o1) . oi1 •• p . 55 . 

'he convor ted Barbar i ans loved the Olmrch. and showod 

the ir love by maldnr; l arge benefactions to the Ghureh . In 

this , t hour;h , they were but followi ng the example of t he 

hriutirms of the earlier times . Thin di d. not embnrr!.u38 tho 

Ohurch, f or ever s inca the tirae o~ Cons tantine , t he enme:rors 

had bes t owed tho exercise of regf.i l powors u}")op. the pope . 'fho 

people beoame accustomed to seo in the Pope t he hos t ~ro teu­

tor even of the ir te'1u110f!11 interost . 

tfBecause t he 31!lperOr s and exarchs often 
nep:loctod tlle ir duties towards th~ people . 
the Popes were co~pe lled t o oxerulae tne 
righ t of t;eoatinf~ !fdth host i le armies and 
loaders , and of concl udin{; peace nri t h them; 
they 1:lrld often to defray ull tho expen~es 
of tho defence of Home , an.d the ]jyzan hne 

osseSSiOllG in Italy out of t he pr oparty 
of' t he Churoh . I I 9 

9 . rrUgg~.mberffer • . Il . • , ,Genera l Ui story of the Chr i stian :iXa . 
I , p. 122 . ' 

The 1i t Uo R 011liUl provincas wore har assed by tIle Lombrlrds i n 

751- 2, and wi til per f ect loya lty Pope. Stephen II s en t l etter 

af tel" 1e tter to t he ·Emperor aski ng f or an army f or the pro­

tec t i on of J ome . The EJJlper Or ' s refusa l f orced t he, Pope to 

snak he l p fr~)Jll tho lfr anki sh king, Pepin the Short . 'fhe 

lh'anks eros sod t he Al ps and subdued the Lombards , but Pen i n 
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"la ve t hem r f!ll~j ona ble t er ms upon t he insi s t ance of the pope . 

~o soonor had the Fr <Ulks returned homo, when the Lomba I'd s 

Bfrain r ebe lled . l1he Franks returned i n 754, conquared the 

Lombar d Deo Dle, and as an net of fe a l ty J>opin rrr an t ed tne30 

l ands to the Pope forevnr <lS a froo a nd independent nosnoss­

i on by having the keys of tho reconquered cities placed 011 

the tomb of St . Pe ter . 

"'rhus the ~ov81~e.i f:'11 ty of th~ Holy Seo and 
t he forma hon of the Papal ~ta to s were f onn­
ded on t ho l aw of na ture ; on the joyful c on­
s on t of t he Roman and Italian people ; em the 
ex ti~ction of the ~zantine cla ims , rthich 
t he 4'.Jimerors forfol ted by tho. neglect of t he 
f iro t and fund amonta l duty of sovereigns , 
t JlO (mrs of the peopl o. on the soleum reeor-;­
ni ti on by t he ,Lombards of ·the P:j,p~ l domini on, 
us expr essed m the Trea ty -of Pavla , . on the 
f r eo dOlln ti,on mado by Pi pl.n. theohort ! th~ 
lat est Inwf ul DOBSOBsor of the ceded t errl ­
tory . r'or h il!tse lf Pi pi n demandod noth iuf; but 
the 'Dr ayers of the Ohurch tmd the t i tlo of 
Pa ~rician in i t snaw Cu tho~ic mean i ng , i. e ., 
Def ender ~f ~he Ghurch, which ,ho raeclvcd .on 
~he day of Iu s corona h9n by ;,tephen II . )10 
l~uroTl ef1n dynas ty han a Juster or floro leg l ­
ti mll te t i t'lo to its d ornnion than t he Ho l y 
See . " 10 . 

lO . GUg'genborf,{or , A., 0 1), cit ., I , p .. 126 . 

In 768 ?epin WOD nuccoeded as Kinr, of the Fr anks by hio 

s on , ChrlOll1tl~le . de spent tho I-~rea ter part of his time and 

efforts to the i n t0rior orp;aniza tio,n and g'overnmont of t he 

ki ngdom . lin waged his many wars for . tho t wof old po li tier,ll 

purpos~, of onlar ging h is i nr;dom, an:d ·of ostablbhing tri -
',"" 

u tary border sta to s . 0harlemar,no i s reme:nbered more for his 

bility ;)' El :'l sta t esman and rlllp,r . r a t her than as a fighter . 

nee ar;din had risen in the midst of t he TeutoniC} peo ple 
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a ru.ler who l acked none of the QUB 1 i r lc.a tions 0 f a ll !tlmp H!'or , 

excop t tho ti tle. 'rhe people l onf~~4 for ~m fJ rIlperol' who 

woul d combine i mperia l power wHh an i mperia l title , al1d be 

a defender of t he Church, as prQtoctoI' oi' right and justice . 

In ?99. Pope dt • . Leo III while in a pr ouession was att~.!Ckod 

by a. [{roup of ' ioman nobles . Th e pope exoapod with gT'BH t d if­

fi cu lty . Ilike Pope Stephen n he wen t aoross the .Al ps to se" 

cure the ass is tance of Oharlemagne , T.he following' year found 

him in Horne , where ho took vigorous fueasuros for the future 

sa fe ty of tho pope . 'rluHl on. Cnr! strnas ]l~lY , 800 A. D •• Wilen 

harlemagne was;! kneeling' in prayer in St . Peter 's Church 

ilOar ing mass , the po:pe O,lme do'mto him and pl aced on his 

head ~ , gold en crown. say i ng these ·w.ords , 

'''LOlli; life and victory to Charles the 
1.i10St pious ll.l.lg'l19tlfs , cr ?\.fIle d .. of G'Od;h the 
;rca t und peace r;l-Vlng i;mperor of t !l 

Bomans •• • • ' Charlos did. not owe his im'" 
Dor i a l eleva tion t o oonOu9st ; he had en­
t ered Home without opposition. He did no t 
reoei ve it from the :doman Sena te " tha t 
bod;y tlad long b0fore lost i~s intluentia l 
P OSl hon . Leo I II acted mn ther as the 
instrument of ChErles' policy nor a s the 
agent oj;' the Roman people. bui .as ,tha Su­
preme Head, on ef.trth of the Catho lic Ghurch, 
conferrillf!, by h is own act and imnulse the 
protectorate of the Church and the guar­
a i ansh ip of publio right and order on 
Charles ' the Ur oat . The Roman peoplo could 
not g ive a Droteotor to the universa l 
Church , the- Boman peop le wero never asked 
thereaft er about the corona tion of a new 
Bmnoror . The a cci.f.l.ma tion ,of t he neonle on 
Chi-istma.s Day . BOO . was ~li&. expression of 
joy over the elevat ion already accom­
plished . The same no wer wh ich had ap,?-oiThted 
Charles and his fa ther Patricians or' 'Oofen-
daTa of the Homan Ohuroh, gave now to Ohar­
les in the most solemn manner the tempor a l 
Protectorate over the who l e Church . If 11 

11. GU(;,genberger . b. ., on. Cit ., I . p,.148" 149 . 
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'l1te crGa tion of the Holy Homan ~mpir e by tlHi corona tion 

of Char lema~~) was the realiza tion' P.i' the i deal O.r unity t 
r:; 

peace and strenf,;,t h . It imposod on the emperor the dlt ty of 

pr otecting the Church aga inst a ll enemies , to de fond the 1101y 

See and her ministers» to a ss hlt the Ohur ch i n i b lef~ i s la­

h on fl..'ld in the conversion of heathen na tions hy the secular 

ar m. The popo was the sovere i gn and independent jud[\e in 

mat ter s of f aith and morals -- indi vi dua l . socia l and noli ti ­

ca l . 'rh e emperor was f30 Vere i f{l1 and independent in a U secu­

l ar and purely poli tica l matter s . 

"The PODe and C.-moll law governed in the 
one field ; lhe :.;mpcror and Feuda l liH'f, in 
t he other . In this universal Christ i an 
emnire it wns not deemed ~ecessary :for 
poli tioal uni ty t o annih,i l f,:ito the vari -
ous SJll..a ll nations and to destroy · the ir in­
dividuality ; rather were t heir rights , fre e­
dom and independence to be placed under the 
Rrotec tora to of the iiied i eval Boman bmperor . 
Spiritua lly there navor was any auestion 
of the id \'Hl hsm and necessity of dhristian 
uni ty . Tho i dea of combining the civil t:Hld 
~colesias tica. l i n a wor l d- wide cormnonwoa l t h 
di d not , bv allY me ans hnnly that the civil 
nd the o c'clc ~ii;q9ti ca1 wore re~Qrded , oven 

tlleoretica lly , as identica l. vn the con­
trar y tho na't1u'o and scope of each was C fU'O'" 
4~ II' d f" d ~ . f t~ . . ~ ; i U Y e lIla . . I· § ;: . 1 . a 
OslO 9Y tho. fl OC ~Xi ;t~ §as _ ri?ci~~a¥h :i-

~uj.or-

+ "Y !.IJ( 9"'Y+2R+91j uv;;a . Beoause , however . no 
llar d .'lnd f as t hne O:1n be drmm bah'Teon t tle 
ci vil and the ro lif;i OUS , and becauso . i n 
f act , tho t wo snheres so often t ouch or 
evon overlap , ef fective oooDeration mutua l 
sIlPport , and .closA association wera 100ked on 
as, th~ i dea l. rela ti~n9hip . i r The .prir..l8.r y 
prlIlcl ple of effe(;h ve coopera tlon waa t ha t 
each pOI"'lor is supreme in i ts own suher e . 
']'he ecclesia stio owed alla~iance to the ki nE, 
in secul a r mat ters , tile king owed aller:i ance 
to the Ohurch in spir i tual rna t tel's . In a 
direot cornnarison, the di gn i ty of the pries t ­
hood was cO.nsidored the graB tel' ; f or i t wa ~J 
by the pri o3 t tha t the kiup. was Gonnecra tsd . t! 12 

12 . !\oger , John ., 
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'·1~· 1)0 ';:P. III lit.l~H L . .;." ' o, 

The neign of Gregory VII 

HJ~et not the weak be scanda li.z cid v/llen tHey 
behold the nbomina tion or desola tion sCf:\ f ­
ad in the tomn le : but let thern rather nar­
vel and t~i vo thanks to God , who watciloS 
ovor the 0hureh and has her i n di s keeping, 
in th.J t tie did no t visit unon her , i n the 
mi.dst of ths ... ;SG &bomi.nat.' ions, the deso la tion 
t ha t ellme unon the 'ramnia or' old . " --

. . Bf.troniu8 1 

---------------~---.-~---------------------------------,-------------

1. J.\lzog, .QJla..JUl., II , 0. :392 . 

s long a s the t wo nO ~fers of tl~f} Holy /111iance -- t he 

re ,li ~;ious and ecclesias t i cn l Bnthori ty vested in the Pope , 

and the civil and poli t ica l pO';'fer vest.ad in tho Emneror -­

continued to work to[;~O t hor onergotioa lly , each in its own 

sDhor 9, without oerious jar or misunderst anding, the t wo 

l1U tually came to the a id of the other . and each a Uained a 

more perfect developmen t . Yet when the power and authority 

of the emperor bOF~~lIl to wane. the oshtblish ed princi pl es 

lare di sregarded and violent disorders ensued . In like man­

ner ,yhen th e olllparor sought to hamper and par a lyzo the 

a uth ori ty tind influence of the ?apacy, interna l deeay ~3e t 

i n . The conflict be t V/een the t wo reached i t s culmination i n 

tho Dontifica te of Gr et;ory VII. tie \vas thA first Pope , who 

at telilptj!ld to depose a temporal prince , s i neo t ho Holy il lli-, . , 

!:lnce ViaS entered in to . Mon ha ve na tura lly souf'1'h t to know 

why . and under wha t circumstances, Ur egory VII maintai ned a 

cla i m to a p<>wGr seemingly so extra ordinar y in one who i'm,s 

," successor of the poor fisherman of Ga lilee . 

... 

<If) . 
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Grer;or y VII was the instr UllHm t chosen by God t o Clorrec t 

t ho moral evils ofh.is ar,e . 

tlIJoro t han a ny of hi s cont elll'Oorarias Gre­
gory VII Wi3:3 the ch ild of t he prtlcedillE; 
~~ner B~ion . beir ,to i ts work and i~s dlf7 
flcul bes. and , 1n the {;reat CJueshon "\'llnCh 
his nont i ficHte Ulloxnee tedly evoked, h e 
was the parent of the g'ener a tion to como . \i C 

'S . Gib bS
j 

~leal'lor , t:hat Lead to Canossa , Thoua'ht , Ill , 
( 1090 . 1:;"2 
. ;JL;. .. 1 • 'P e v • ..J J. 

,. 

fThe Ohurch had unwor t hy minis t ers and she 
had to weep 0'101' lIlany i mmora li tios ~ evon 
a t the foot of her altars , pr ac i~B~ ~o­
(Jause she ha.d been ens l a ved by the nrlnces 
o( the. earth -- lfer can"~ms eont omDei:l , her 
lloGrh es crushed , :~nd her very sanctuar­
ies f':lHcri lei}i O J~lsly i Ilva~ea ~ by those whc 
W0J:' S c l othoa Wl th the (a vi.L PO"J(-H' . If 3 

? ' I d ' v . Dpa l ng. eV e M •• J . , lUU:gh. Culture and Ll,Qr:n- ty , P . 2;~9 • 
~- ----_._-.,-,._. ----

lJ,'hesA moral evils weronot abuses l1h i eh arose in h is (jge , but 

I'at.nor' a bus()s of tho pa!at two centuries wh ich wore ~w!allin< ,. 

into a torreut which tnreatoI'lE)d t o (l as t roy tho Chur ch . Tn 

order t o understand those evils , one need stand i n retrosnect . 

for it i s only i n the light of the past that one is a.b l e to 

obtain a corn~et insi ght into the usurpat i ons made by the 

emperor of spir i t ual powers . 

~harlo1l1ar,ne had won D. triwnph over the barbarism and 

anar chy of the timo , by framing and establi shing- a g i g antic 

scheme of governmont . ili s at ti tude ';of protect i on of the Holy 

See [:Ind h i s endeavor to spr ead Chris tiani t y be longed only ,t o 

an ,llimparor. ili s corona tion therefore Wat3 t he sanc ti fy i n!; • 

.D..21 t he i ncreas ing, of h i s author ity . 
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nAs Constantine founds 80 Charles erects 
on a f irmer bnsis tha oonnac Hen of Church 
and State . Bishons a nd ' abbot::l are as es­
sentia l a pnrt of'ri s ing f eudalism as 
counts and d.nkes. The ir benefi(HHl aro 
held under the ~}ame condi tions of foal ty 
a.nd the servioe in war of their vBssa l 
tenants , not of t he spiritua l person h i m-
8~ lf, they h.qve simi~ar ri£.-;hts' of iuri~'" 
cho'oon, and are subJect alike to the im­
peria l rd~H3i (offici a ls couunissioned to 
traver~e each some part of h i s dominions , 
reporhnrr on and roCir0ssing the evi is 
fOWld ) . The monarch often tries to ro­
strict t ~la clorr~ as persons , t~ sp~ri­
tual dutI es; quells the insubordi nat ion of 
the lllOnv.steries; endea vors to bring the 
so<:ula~'s into a QllFiSi:"1110lV1Stic life by in­
s h tu hng and regll la hng chap tero . Bu t 
ftor r~anting wealth and powor, the a t­

t. ompt '.ms .va int· l.lis stro~ hand wi thdratm, 
tiley laughed a control. '. 4 

.... 

yee, } ames , ..Qll.........2il •• p . 6? 

Thus at t his ear 1y cia te , ono se69 the tvw 8vi 19 wealth 

and DOwor OIl tho part ot' tho elar;::ty . and a sstL'1lp tion of I3 C­

clesiuutical a.uthority and control by the emperor, Vlho would 

summon and 8i t in (}olIDci l s , examine and llppoi1nt bishops and 

even settle the sma .Hes t points of ohurch disoipline and 

polity . 

Up on the doath of Charlemar;ue the r eturn.irtf, wa ve of Bn , 

chy and barbarism swept over tho empi re , tnt since it 110 lonr;-­

er had a stronF~ruler it disintegr a ted. ahut wae formerly 

the elJlpire of Char lenu:lRIle gra dua lly assUIued the geogr aphica l 

di vi sion 'of mod.ern Fr ance , GermanY 'snd' Italy. Of' the:3e peo­

ple , only the German king was permitted to :prosent himse l f for 

the honor of emperor . Bi nce the evils that confrontod Gre­

gory VII did not exclusively pGrta in to t ho ompire., ono must 

c~: C) 
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Iso consider the ra18 tion of Churoh lli"ld State in the other 

two cQUntriefl , as well as in: En~land and in Spain which (la lae 

to the fore wh ile Churlemap,ne' s empire was ditlint egrat ing' . 

i:I-'l,chone of these countries will be touched on very briefly . 

:-;Uf;lauQ., having recei ved her first missionari es from 

Home , al ways ma~ntained the closest union with the See of St . 

Peter . :i!ngland vms t ilen invaded by the l1a1u;ls., who left i g­

norance and immoruli ty i n the wake of their destrictioll of all 

the educa ti ona l estab.lishments and m.onastic r etreats . 

Hln the Veal' a60 · the t;naolish ell3r' .. , F,) f 

openly reprf!ached for kaeninf;: CQtCuQlneS, 
a oharge 'whIch had never bc;foro een brougHt 
flr;ainst them. and s o gen~ral and notorious 
did the vice bacome amoM t. hem~ tha t the 
Council of r.ondon, (944) _ held aur ing' the 
reign of King I~d rnund re;millded them in em­
pha tic lan(~ufl{~e, that they Vlero obliged by 
their state 01 life to observe the rule of 
celibacy . " 5 

o . .. UZOl!" 01) . QU ., II , p . 380- 1. 

In 878, Hired the Great defeated the 'Danes :~nd forced th is 

vB7.1quisheli people to embra ce Christianity . 

iJ,lhe Krout Archbishop DtUlstan received a roya l command 

from Ki ng Ed{;sr in 969 tha t he should drive t ho unworthy from 

ecclesiastic offices, and in their pl aces put men of virtue 

and a bility. Upon the approbation of the pope ., .John XIII , an 

uncompromi sing war was carried on a{~aillst the vices of a re-
~ 

hell ious and (:orrupt clergy , while fb:e monasteries were being 

reformed . The clergy \'las oblip;ed oi ther to obnerve celibucy 

or gi va up thoir henaf'i eEls .. Thus it was tha t the Ut a to en­

foroed the decrees of the Church, and England vias bound aui te 

closely with the Holy 8ee . 
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France was affli oted with unhappy diss .. msions and oivil 

war amon;; her ruling class , so the peace of tho country was 

di sturbed wh ieh r etarded the growth of e·ecleSl i as ticl:ll disei­

p line and relaxed the bonds of Chrio tian mor ali ty. Add to 

t h is confusi on. the Ilpirnto- rni ds" of tho Nortnmen, who nulled 

down the churches and destroycd the monss terioa -- ignorance 

of clor{~ and pe'opl e ·iW S the result . 'rna Caro lingian dyna~3 tJT 

foll and wi th it disilPpear ed thE) reverence and respeet f or 

t.he Church. '[he vassals b~p'an t o ~mcroach on the r oyal power , 

so the Church mai nta i ned l aw and ortier until the Capetian 

dynas ty , under Hugh Capet , arose in power. 

'IThe Ohurch made many aifort~ to r estore 
8eclesiEw tiual disoipline und purity of 
life , bu t the (!lerf~ who bad gone on. 
f rom day to day , vlo1uting their vow of 
~ha !J ti ty and securing ben~fices by simo!!,-
l acal means, refUDed to lis ten to her au­
moniti-on~3 and give .up their habits of sinu •• 
But when these disoruers "Nere at the ir 
height . whon bi shops presu.cllod to set tlo 
the esta tes 01' the Ohurch .a!lo dowel' s upon 
'their daughters ; When counts and dukos 
put on Dublic sale the bishoprios andab­
hao ies lying wi thin their rospective 
torri torles; whon the weak had no righ ts 
that the strong wore bound to r ospeo t , 
1::1 r eaction sot in. H 6 

6. Alzog, Op e cit ., II , p. 3SS . 

The reforma tion was commenced under PopaLeo IX. who, by tho 

Coun~i 1 of BIle ims ( 1049) t h rough the unusual never i ty of the .. 
l anguuie of tho :reformatiry decrees;" sough t to restore the 

clergy to their puri ty of life . 

ItalI. durinp,' the domina tion of the Pranks, war.; porv~ded 

by a deep and earnest religious' f eeling. The dissoluti on of 

,-:j ,,;-~ . 



. the Carolingi an dynas ty wag foll owed by anarchy wh ich w!'!s 

worst in Italy. In 959, Otto the 'qreat, king of G·ermany, 
~':; 

married Adelheid the widow of Loth¥., tho l a Ht Burgundian 

king of Italy. and thereby united I taly wi th Germany. tl1he 

i nfluenoe of the GfJrman rulers was too f'reqtl9ntly int.errupted 

to produo€l any permanent result . 

lIThe aristocracY ov&rywhere wera strong 
nly ~F,ainst th~o kin~s . ot~lerwhe t hey 

were 1n {}onstant warfare with eU'oh other . 
Christl.' an countries. were invaded by l~orth­
m~n. , Slays , Hung~rians , Saracens; 1:yr .?-u­
nlcnl prllloas and vassals o'ppressed tile 
})eop le~ l~ (H?lesl t:s t io~l, prop~rty 1I{as plun­
G.erlifd with ImpUn:ltY.D~shoprlC;g ~ndabbe1s 
were bought and sold wlth open slmony ana 
som~ times conferred even on obildren . 1lhe 
first half of thG tenth . ~entllryaffords 
the da r kEHlt a~;e of the Ghuroh . The Church 
in the per son 'Of j, ts head. wa~l first re'" 
duced to ilelplesslHlss in consequence of 
the Itali an feuds , and than dcr;radad by 
an ~nforo0d sla"ro~y t o a p.romi nent ttaltan 
ft-lTuly Ifhose soldl014 S or oven women noml'" 

. d' t'" d" ;l t t p ", . . f " t n a te " u.0 OHllllla EH) '0 1.110Qee 0 : j;j • 

Peter . ti'he alergy sa.nk lower in oharacter 
a s i~ degcmara ted iTi,motala , .. a. nd . ,t~le pao­
R~e. f (H;gO~ th~ prachoft;l du Hes 1'I111ch 
v.nrlstlanltYUi1:oosed . . rhe:r.e were :noble 
but spare exceptio~s hare . 'IDd there , the 
{l,erlllS of a. batter future . fl . ? 

7 . GUf.;gonbergGI'. fl ., QllL.ili •• I . p.16'l . 

In 1022 the Oouncil of Pavi a passed a number of deor eos 

a~-:ra illst th~ un(~hasti ty of e~closiastics , bllt to no avail . 

wrlH3 inhabitants of Milan wero eli vided into 
tv{'o ol)~ osi:ug partias ...... ona oorn:posed of 
war Idly ecolesiastios and: , /vl cious se.culars , 
raprossutinf" the.81ristoor'uoy and powerfl!l 
by reaso.n o~ rank,. weal th, and a COmYtlllnl ty 
of iut eres ta , and the otlle,:t of thoGa wllo 
reprosen b3d the. bulk of thl:) p~ople • .• • who 
prompted hy zea l for ho ly purl ty . and 
strenf!,tlHtn'~d try the bu.0YfJ.n t en thus i asm which 

') 1; 
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tho oonsui ousness of l abor i n;; i ll a good 
c.au~e al way m. im~pire u , f:\s 8a}l~ tad th~ g e­
fon.a.er a of slmony and. ooncuoluag e . Wl tn un­
comlllon vigor and, de t ermhia tion. t · 8 

~~.------~ 

.,.."._ ____ _ 0< _ ________ _ _ 

a. lUZOg. QUI • ill." U~ p . ~:5n) . 

In 1067 Gui do, tho archbishop of Milan, was excommunica ted 

for beinG a stauIloh leader of the former party . 

SpAin WtlS ruled over by t he , Mohammed ans s ince "711 , and 

therefore the Ohurch was a vicUm of tyrannous oppr 0ss ion. 

About the middle of the l1 inth caJltt~r;.v t he kinr;dom of Navarre 

was founded, and t '''T'-' 0 1'1'" t :u"l" 11 r! '" 'i'lv • .JJ."'''J '''' Q"-:J later t he ad joining Chris t i an 

kingdoms of Ar at-::,on and Cf.1.s tile OfflUe into Gxisteno!;,. The 

Christians 1.iSl'e stab jactcd t o "(.H!)rsa.9u~i on b eOHl;tSo they '0 0 1' -

· t ,,~ . SH1 ' eo I II being' l OYtJI t o th~ f ai th ',of their r a t hel's . (fhis 
" 

conCii tion of an'a.irs U0e(~Hj8ari.ly r el axed the bonds that nul ted 

the .Spanish ab.u.r oll to the Ap ostolio See; but mol'S i n timo, te 

re l a Uona were r es tored by Pope Leo IX . 

(;erm!;.lQJ! suffel' sd t ne sams f a te a s d i d ]?r a noe and Ita ly 

a t the dissolution of :1hilrlQJ.1laf~a'$ 6L'lpirs, .ruu Gorrw.:lny was 

blesssd with more capable rulers . in 894 ?I t Tribur the firs t 

German ' G'ou.ucil Wl1.3 h ald , which daorf!ed the restora tion of 

d iacipline and t he 3tnm~thaning of ecclesias t ical authority . 

(j'ermany was then overrun by the l1ungari;1ns. be fore the decrM 

Gould , effect any degree of order in .. the Churoh. These bar-

baI'ie "p~ople were fin.iEt l ly dafea. ted : a't~ J~ech ft) ld in 950 by t he 

graa t Saxon kinG. Ot to the Gr-eat . T4is aot sa.ved t he Chureh 

and r a ised. it to a. high lCI'V'Al. Otto , it is true. a.ppointed 

most of the bishops of his ki ngdom, but he r lal'ely appointed 

26. 



one viho was not di3tinguished by piety .al1d learllin{{. In 962 

he reoai '\Ted th!ii inmorial crQwn from 1'O}),-, ,J ohn KII. 'rho pope, 
.~ 

havinp,' betrayed h i s trust ,to t he emperor. wa s doclared de-

posed 'O'y Otto. 

----------. -,----_. . --
9 . Guggenberg'er , A., 012. (~it ., It p . 21.2 , 

.--------------------~--------.-------

~\fter two y oars th(i schism was suocessflll1y hea led wlHm the 

sucoessor of Pop,e John. XII, and. the anti-pope died the s ame 

ye~lr .. .pope John XlII wbts l awfully elocterl ill tho 'Qro§HJH(a 2.f 

the ~:iJP.P e r 1 ~U....am..Q.tM3 qaMJ:l;l . ;:;:--:,. 

In 10211, w119:11 the Saxon li.ne beeame a,xtinct , Conrad Il 

was elected king . ~fhe rf:'I.ligious fervor of the pr'aeeding 

reigIls Vias lacking' . Hc Wl':J,fJ indiffer ont . lie· followed the 

policy of not filling the el)il:lc{Jnal St~O$ wl, th poLi tica l ad-t"'" J , 

orents ..tm.t.lle ~lso cU8i:nmd bi{:~ prioes :fer r..~hW:Ghappoint-

m~mh t:md ~ru4Qu:ragqd· \t1l0r~by thenra.pti(j~ (?If fdmomr . 

Germany was Hext ruled by nanTY I U ~l039-56) . who com-

bi ned 111gh culture ',''lith Ilrac tical vii sdom . e ro.silrded cleri-

oal inoon tinenoy and simony as trle most dan~el"ous evilEl tha t 

could oome upon tho Churoh and he ~xorted. himseLf to correct 

tho ~*ei and suppress the other . BJl't to hll'1 being a ',tPl'otoc-
" 

tor cit- the ChurohH meant to fn-<ef.'(~ise a Eiort of' l ordsh i p OV~fr 

the Ohuroh . However. he kept olear of all violent interfer ­

enaa in the ,election of four popee, and , in allowing the 

elector's to have :fre~: consont , thn penal electiclns made under 

hi B influence were valid . 

n7 
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Up on the d~)a t'h of Henry II I his ~dx your ol d. sou 1fI~lS 

~ locted his aucce~}so:t . Th e 1:mpres~ .... rnotlle1" Agnes and tho 

Al'ohbishop of .Koe 1n ",'I'ore the I'Bf,snta. ~' o SF.! tinfy the princ es 

the enmres s :re tired to Italy ~ and the Archbishop of Bremen 

sha!"od the rec ency . He fin ally Got cCH!'1.-p l eta control, and in­

dulgod t he YOilrl{{monm:" uh i n. his bad habits. In 107:2 vihon 

·~8 . 

Hanry IV be{~aJ1 his per.sonal go vernment his court was t he sea t of 

nt{rossest He. 011.0 0 . • 0'1'. en simcny, 
of bishoprics and abbeys . '1 10 

10 . Guegen.h~rg'r3r. 15 .• • Op a ctt •• I, p.251 . 

a market 

Thus whon G-r e{S'Ory Vl1 bt}gan b:i.s pon ti f iea te the Church 

was paraly~igd in its cwUon and in its influo.f;;.oa on the cler'" 

gy . --~i:n. ce tho clerr;;y were ignorant, t he hulk of the people 

'id not reooive th~) neoes~m;ry instrt.:otion f:lnd informa tion . 

The people grew worldly and sensual, and religion. in l!l<my 

ca sas ",as nothing be t t el' than a di3gl'fld Ing 'i.IUperS ti ti on . 

trUe fOllnd the j:'a1)E:cy in chains; the OTI1PO'l40I'S 
of Germany riictaHng the name of the candi­
da te who '(lhould assume the office of Violi1r 
9f Chriz~ • . Thepre ~~t tas V1~H' e :;'lubse.rvient , 
t ·o thE! (n'l1 1 au tnorl ty - - ln .f1.~llnoe as wall 
ue iu Germa,ny ..,.- beoause f)'om i t t hey had 
bought their of f ices. Simony was a lmost 
ulli ver~ml . ,';hru:'ch beneiices- were so 1d to 
t;'~€i highes t biddor . 'Phe it1l}Joria.1, the 
roya.l or the ducal hand was a l wav s extended 
to rocoi 1'13 t he bri be offered by "the would-
be b~s110P . or a~bot; who fre quently had not 
recal ved 1101'1 llrtiers, or who was not an ,eo'" 
ele ~ia~tic a"t a p , and '.v~o was ~ol1~equ.ently 
unfit tor t he dlsch:arge o,f the C1uhe~ of 
his holy offico . Tholl'a tillemed to be a eon­
!:m ira~ arnong the ci 'vil rlllers and the 
s'imoniaca l clerics to dee troy the uni ty 
and t he ca tholioi ty of the Church, and to 
make her a T.lsraly loca l . na tional or pro­
vincia l iustitu tion . l1he king. t he emperor., 



the dulce 'HaS! to be the head of ths Chur ch 
insb'Jad of the SUOCG S80l" of Ut e r ater . ;)ut 
simony ·,'\'as 1l.o t the only' vice Dr~;v~llen t. 
-;:;icontiousnass had invaded the 0anctuar y , 
and the open concubinage 'of clerics VJa~ 
cOJi1lnon. so tha t the two vice8 . in t renched 
;')ehi:.l.d oi vil p:..~otection, st ood in the I)3.th 
of GreGory the ;':;i bera 'tor . and the Heformer. !· 11 

------~.--., . 
11. :Bt·ann, Hev; Henry A.. i<!il.Hs fmd S tl'aY f~h p .268-~j . 

n Apri1 22, 1073 Grogory VII a s el f) (} t ed to the papacy . 

l~o one eVEI!"C:.lIne to the papacy wi th as rich an experience . 

'iAs car dina l deacon fo~' e7er t lven tyyear.s, 
and .1rohdeacoll of tho . .:{Qman Church for tnlr­
t~J lJn. hi fl wodt ll'!4d l a in par .tioularly' amon~~ 
~11~ secu~ar affaFo ,of ti'lO l)apac:{ ; from 
thlS hs nad acqulred grout ol"tlohcal know­
l edgo nlld a knun nensa or tho actllal ,H 12 

12. Q:f:lmb:ri (Lre lVJedhY~1. 1 llia t QO'. V. p . 55 •. 

fl From the pontifioa te of the Holy Leo IX 
( 1049 ). whc had made hi.m .1 r chdefi (J on 0 f 
t ho h<?fl1an Church . t o t~H) dtlJ of l~ is o~m 
elGctlofi 8 hE1 W2i3 tho r'ight ('iI'm 01 the 
Ohurch ' s defenge . 80 grea t Wl:i13 the oonfi ­
donee onteU"ta inGd in his Jllugt'!Hmt, that 
St . h~ tor Damian says , that he himself 
fo llewe d 11i o (minions as he would the 
can OllS of t he bhl..1roh . 1t was ho who had 
nromp t od Bruno! Eishop of I.roul , nomiw:.. ted 
lJ ope by Henry V, to take off the insien.iA 
of the Pap&cy il t t hll t iOIluSlt,Oi,)( of Cluny II 
to wal k as a pilgr im to Rome ," and not to 
accept of th(1 tiar a , until ho 9h ould be 
o~nonically e~ected. by t he col~rro:.llnd peo· 
plo of tha t Clty . , irb~s ~'1as !l iS first , step 
to\'1ards tho mna'lCl pa tlon of the Ohlll"'cn . lIe 
it 'Nil S wile t.:dvh:o{l, •. alld ]?srhaps eve1?-.penneil 
tne .f'aI..10US oanon 01: . the t10lllsn COllllOll . he l d 
u,~der J{i cno las q, in l05~ ~ whi ?h qxad . .. 
tuo mode of e lec'tlIlp, the OOverel(;n .1.' 01.1. h u 
by the card i nals , \7ith t he consen t of tho 
people , and ata de t he approva l by the om'" 
per or [i mer o par~o!la 1 nri.vi lOf~e to belonE; to 
t'hos~ emperors ~. to wl.'w.n i t \vou l d be 
9peOla lly gr an. t'aauy tb e Pope . " 13 

13 ~ ;:>pa l di ng. :1av . M.J •• op . cit ., 1' .237. 
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He kntWT well the diff iculties that wou ld beset one who should 

endeavor to g overn th~ Dhm·nh. as bil'cHt'le e.n upright !;.l.nd con-
I·;" 

s(~ienti ous pope. He theroforo p?otnsbd ag;:linst h is 0 1;1'11 ele-

vation to the pap~cy. but to no ava il. Gr egory sUll 58\1 a 

way out. 8s s1.1.m i ng onl y the ti tlo of liiW:l.o;l::-~.l~vJ of Homa, he. 

aecordint;' to the 18,nt deorn!) on paJ),'3.1 eleuti ons which re qu ired 

the appr ohn ti on of the em:p:crol;' , ~n-ote to lienry I V of Germany , 

i nforming hi,!! of w!.J.l:." t had taken plaeo , and b(~Rginr:; hi m no t to 

,'Pprove the choioe of the !:i o1)'l .. ans. 

''' }3nt sJlOuld. you' , he wen t on to say . 
'deuy T7IJ p!"ayG!, I pel; to annuro you tha t 
~ shall most Gertalnly not a llew your scan­
(ill-loas fmd notorions l'ly.ce,:Jsos to f:'() un-

, " h d I II h . d ' d' 'd h DUlllS.8 • ••• • . ave l.n ee . , sal e , 
... been elGetod b,rv the noonle. 0,, u t , ~;U lllst 

• , 1 I 'd t J h" 11 . my ';'yl J_..... . ,wou ... , no ~, ~\'fOv9r , a ow my-
self to os tm:occd to take priest 'a orders 
nuh 1 my r.;leotion should have boen r at ified 
by t h" kinR,' and priBO(lO of Germuny . ' n 14 

---"""--,----_. 
14. Alzo~. Qj . Qit., II . p .482 j 483. 

Henry IV was so ':'l leased Illith th is rnanuor t h.a t h e ordr~red tho 

co.nse(~ration 'to f~O on, which was ~,)9rformod on the feast of 

t he Purifioa tion" 10?4 .. ~1his i s the l a ot iu§tMce of a napa l 

eleation bying L~ti.,t'Uj:l.J~ GermAll kina....~ru1 _IDa;peror-olect . 

(lr,!3gory 'ill gave Henry IV thE) pnrnona l pri vi lege to. con" 

sent to his elevat ion to. the papaoy '1'"- for tha t was the only 

ri. r;ht the kin,~ possessed under the .w.n.JLQ.U..~ing .£Hp~ll :nec .... 

li2a p~omlllg'a ted by Pope rUcholas II in 1059 -- and in turn 

receivsd t he kin;:r'a approba tion . IEhu,s (lregory VII entered · 

ilis pontifica.te a t peaco with the world." ~'hls.was not to 

l as t , for Gregory belie'Voct h i s posi tion demanded of h ira, like 
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the pr ophet Ezeki e l of old, t o --

"~ry a loud, do l:lO t caas'e., as a trumps t 
lift up :rour VOl ce , and announce to my 
peopl e taeir s i ns . ' 15 

Gi bb , Eleanor , Qll . qit. , p . 5b? 

mha firs t s tap i n his rOfOrll1 was to obta i n freedom of the 

Church . fful s could onl y be done by fre e ing' t he member s -­

primar i ly tho eler gy -- from dependence on princes and f rom 

so licl tud e f or the t.hin({s of tho world. 

ul n wha tov(~r direction one tur ns hheyes -­
to the '.Ies t , t o t he North or to tho South -­
everywhere are to be found bishops who have 
obt ained the api.sconal office in an irregu­
l ar way; vmose lives and conversation are 
ou t 01 narmony wi th their aa lling_ who go 
thr~ur.h t heir duties , not , from love of . 
Chrl st , but f rom Iilohv8S of vlorldly aJnbl­
h on . There are no l ongor princes now who 
set God 's honor before their Oi,ID selfi sh 
ends . or who a llow JUStiCA to stand ill t he 
way of their arlbi tion . n 16 

16 . Al~og, SijJ . cit •. , 11 . 1' . 484 . 

If he waD to cor r ect t ll i s evil , t he clergy must be r eformed . 

In t he f irs t Lenten synod a t Home in 1074. Gregory revi ved 

t he .2lA daCr(H~S agains t incontinency for th is was t he only 

means of r os torinr; and pro serTing the moral puri t y of life 

wh i ch the s t a te of the elergy demanded . In the second Lenten 

synod 1J? 1075 s imony was as sa iled f.or it Via s closel y 30nnoc­

ted with tho sin of incontinenoy . /fo eradica to simony , the 

r actioe of l ay i nves ti turs was condemned in t hes e word ... . 

1!If any person shoul d accept a bishopr ic 
or an abbaoy from t ne hands of a l ayman, 
auoh ona shoul d not be r egarded as a bishop 
or an abbot. nor should he enter t he Church 
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until he had. given up_ the pl aco thU.,9 il­
ler:ally obtalnl':!d •• •• tho samE) rule shou l d 
app ly, to tho lower offi c~1!I of the ChllI'ch, 
ana tha t any 'Porson, eveil i f ho were em .... 
peror or kinr;. who should confer an inv Els ­
titure in conneotion ",i th any ecelesiasticl::ll 
offica, should be eut (} f f from. tIle uommun­
ion of the Church . 1i 17 

l'r . AlzoB'. 0V e oit., II , p . 487 . 

Gregory VII firmly believed that reform must work f r om t he 

"en tor to the oircumferenoe of tho Christi an 1101' Id . Decrees. 

of sy.nods are doad lotters , unless t he di oeoean oQunoils 

wou ld enforce thom . If the bishops refused to hold these 

councils . papal legates v/ould be sent to convene the oounoil 

and oall a ll those suspected of simony before . them. '£he Ger­

~an bishops opposod this poliey, and openly deolared that 

((r~)~oryts runbition was one of world conquest , not of roform . 

&ver sinoe Gr egory 'VI I had been raised to the papa<..'Y XL 

lad s tri van t o dove lop in Henry IV a sense of responsi hi 1i t y • 

and to promote the harmonious working of the spiri tunl and 

t emporal po\ver s - each of which could work bost when en­

joy i ng complete fre edom -- for the benefit of 1.ll.::lnkind . · Henry 

IV nevertho less cont inued to keep about hirn as advisors those 

orthless favori tea \'1h o Were excommunicated by I>ope Alexander 

II . i¥hen the ~axons had {;i van rlenry IV a se tbaok. he \'Iro te 

to Gregory VII and voluntarily agreed t o mend his ways and 

asked , ;for the Pope ' 9 forgi venoss . ',':ln other word s he sought 

t he friendsh ip of the Popa i n time of ad ver sity . 

"The pope though t tha t not a 1ittlo had 
been done tvhen Henry professed sorrow for 
the simony of which he ha d been guilty , 
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and soup;h t and obta ined abno lution fro fll 
the rrol1era l censure :.~ pr(>llounced against 
a ll suoh as were p,Ltilty of tha t sin . Be­
sides, he promised to remedy certain ubu­
ses. ut once and professed . the p.tmost de­
votlon to dIe Pope •••• The f act was that, 
so far a s persona l, or , i ndoed , any other 
kind of real reforms were ooncern.ed, Henry 
wa;:! not in earnest . UiB ~iorthloss coun- . 
sellors. or ra ther comT)aniOIlS of his base 
p la a.::3urt~s , were n.sU. dism.issed. nor were 
any serious efforts made by him to be just, 
either towards the Churoh or towards the 

!l 18 .!1.xons . . 

18. Mann , iloraoa K., The [,1 yes of the l'onesin.. the Midd 1e 
~, VII . p . 75- 6 . .. 

A t the Lanten 6'ynod in 1075 (trogory VII excomuunieated 

t' i ve ,of Henry'9 councilors for advising the King to 13011 

cllUrob, offices . Gregory thoreupon"wrotel1enry a latter in-

form ing him of tho exoommunication of five oounoilors , and 

tho decree prohibi ting l ay .. i nvesti t'Ure . 

l:iO'i'leVer los t this decree should appeCl! to 
y ou un. duty sovero . we 1.18.Ve instructed th e- se 
of your subjects tfho ar a here (fidelqs . ty,1) 
to bop: you not to a llow the change 01 a hEl d 
mstom 'to disturb you , but to send to us 
some of the ~ood and wise men of your coun-
try. If they can show how~ wl.'thout saori­
ficing God ' s honour, or ennanger ing our 
soul's sa lTa tion we oan modi~y the' deoree 
of the l~athars .. ;rliah has been promulgated , 
we will wi llingly £0110111 their o~inions. 

nd even if \ve had not made you \;h1s friend ­
ly offer , it would have been proper Ii bofore· 
you viola ted the anost olic deoree.s , to have 
sho\1i1l us in what WQ had aggr~eve~ you or 
detraoted from tho honour Whl<ID 1S your due . 
But your af t er oonduct proclaimod how muoh 
you oare for our admoni Uo:ns, or for the 
obsorvance of justiCf.) . " 19 

19 • .l:.b.U.. vn . p .80 . 

Before this lettor and priva te embassy reachod l'ieury , the 

33 . 



pope found that his \vorst fear's 'nere well- grounded ... - that 

tHmry was indifferent to reform ~d" , to tno Ohurch ' c intorest . 

:~very l etter to Henry from (trogory had cont ained an urgent 

exhortation that no shimld reform the aqusos of Milan . 'l'h& 

ar chbishon of iHlnn di d not want r oform, so l oaned to tne 

temporal overlord, the king of Germany . In 1067 Henry IV hAd 

vested a nlan of h i s OWli choioe, a certa in (}odfrey , wi tIl the 

archbishop's ring and staff. In 1075 with the r egularly alac" 

ted arohbishop, At to , in exile at Rome, Henry wa~~ di sploased 

wi th the inabili tics of Godfrey, so di areearding bo th , he norJ' 

invested Todald in 

''''0 4 • 

"an extraord inarY, pro, ce, edin~~and . one, alto," 
.-.ether tmhea rd of , that a , C1 WlllCh has 
'One bi shop el ect , and a secon . oonSfHlrated . 
should ha.ve 11 thu'd bestowaduDon i t . 1! 20 

l4a,nn, H. K., Op t gj.t ., VII , p .S3 . 

arly in January , 1076, Henry received t he papa l l ettor 

urging him to chani:;e his course of life, and threatening him 

wi th s:xconURnnioa tion by reason of his persona l crimes if he 

did not. iianry had just humbled his enemies a t hom.e , and the 

nobles had promised to e lect his son Conrad as h i s successor 

when this unexpec ted op position came from :~ ome . On January 

24, 1076, Ranry oa lled a. diet of the bishops and abbots on 

whom he. cOltld rely a t '}iorms, and forthwith deola.red f~regory 
ft, 

den os:ed'. He di spatched a messenger to the Pope with a l et-

t er addrossod in ouch terma , 

"Heno. ~inff by the f7ao~ of God and not 
hy the 'lull Ot man , . 1;0 U1ldebrWl~, no 
lonE:er Pope , but a fals9 monk.' . 1. 

21. Alzog, QP i ai t ., II . ,p . 496 . 

34. 



Gregory had just opened the [lenten b'ynod on It'eb:rl.l1~ry 14, 1076 , 

when the 'flless!:Jnr,er al"'ri ved . Gr egory remained calm, in t he 

nids t of the tumult tha t the letter created. an.d, on the 

fo llowing- day pronounced Henry axcollUmmieat od and incompe­

tent to govern either in a-or many or Italy, and released his 

sub jects from their oath of foal ty. 

'" 

If'llhrour;h thy (St . Pa tor 's ) favour I have 
recei veri f r'om God the power of binding 
and of lOOtling in hea ven and in earth . ':~ e­
ly,ing onihis f'~r the honour ,and d ~fol1cEl 
ot thy . churcfl , . 1n the name of the F'a tht1r. 
t he Son,. and the Holy (}hoa t , and b1 thy 
pOl'TSr and authority , I fo~bld to [ l n g Henry , 
who through unexampl.ed nrlde has re boIled 
al~ainst thy 1101y Church, the gover IUilent of 
the whole r ealm of Garnlall1 00ld of Italy- I 
absolve a l l Christians from the oaths wtich 
they havo taken or 1tl!iY t.~ke to ~im; . an~ I 
decr~e ~ha t . no one snal ,l ,obey 111m as klnp,', 
f or It is fltting that he, who has Gndea­
vourod to diminish the honour of' thy Ohta'oh , 
should himaelf 10:3e that honour wh ioh he 
seoms to ha ve . And bocause he has scorned 
the obedienoe of a Christian, r efusing to 
r e turn to the Lord , whom he nad dri von from 
him by h is communion wi th the oxcommuni cate. 
h;y snurning, as thou knowest . the admon i .. 
hons given by me for h is own safety's sake . 
and by sever ing himse lf from ~hy Church in 
the a ttcmpt to di vide 1 tt I, In thy steud, 
bind him wi th the bond or anathema. thus 
actine in conf idence on thee, that the 
na tioU{3 1llay know and a cknowledge that thou 
a~t . Pe t er ~ tha.t upt?n thl rock tho ::Jon of the 
11 vlng Goa ha ttl bu 11 thIS Ohuroh. and tha t 
the eates of hell sha l l not pr evail agai nst 
it fI ( j t . Ma t t . x vi , 18 ) . 22 

22. Mann., H. K., Op t cit •.• VII, p .lbO ... l. 
-I. ~I 

rrhenews of jjenry ' s excornrl1unication and ~uspension of 

exercise of r oyal authority created a P,'l'efl.t cOIillnoticm in Ger­

rumy . Henry and h is oolt."tlci lars -- seoala r and spiri tual 

\faro a voi ded by the people. On Octobar 16, 1076, the p,r eat 

tI . 



ones of the Qmpiro nel d ;~ di et at 'l'r i bur . fJlhey deci ded to 

ha.ve Gregory VII hold a diet in GQ~an.1 . as ouly lie Gould 

judee Henr y . on F1ebruary 2 , 107'7 a t Augsburg. If Henry Vias 

sti ll under the ban of excommunica tion, on tho unnivoroary duy 

of the ban , he wa'.J to l ose hi s di gni ty forever f or the anc ient 

law of the empire forbade further a.dministration to those who 

had been e-xcorrummica tod f or better t han a yeaX' . 

Henry . aft er a vain at tempt a t c.onoiliation, feared that 

th ings migh t iI:O worsa with him i f' he 'Hai ted f or the diet to 

decide h i s f a te. He hast ily set out f or Italy. and thereby 

anticipa ted Gr egory's arr ival in Germany , to obtain absolu­

tion from h i s exoo~nwlicut ion a t any cos t bofore the expira­

tion 0,£ tb9 y ero: of gr ace . In wha t .lmd no ~-{ beoome a r aoe for 

<,.16 ... , . 

'. is orown, Henry crossed the Al ps in the bi t t er wint er Vloa tl1er . 

and a ocosted the POp9 a t Cunossa . (}r ei~ory VII fiag suspicious 

of uonry' s good faith , so for three days Henry - .. having laid 

as ide his roya l insignia - waited, f as Hnrt, i n the snow­

coverod inner court . At l ast (tr agory was moved ... .,. partly by 

tho King' s humiliation -- by the a ssuranoes of his friends . 

January 28, 1077, the pope gr~nted h im absolution requiring 

au a condition 'Precedent 

Hthat he sn.ol;lld appear before ~he pfollosed 
assefil~~ . Y~lch yms tobt p~eludad 8yer bJz 
tije }l0pY' Wiere an opnorunlty woul be 
g l ven 11 m to reply to the oharges ?f h is op­
ponents ' tha t ut'0n the issu.e of tllls oourt 
should depend h1s righ t to r', the kingdom, and 
that in the raeantirllo he should obsor ve no 
stab] , retain no mark of dignity , and should 
e¥"arC1Se no acts of r ,egal l' t? l(ler . Should he 
vlola te any of these cond1tlons., he would 
again incur all his former eccle s i as tical 
penal ties . <, 23 

23 . Alzog, 212 . cit ., II , p. 501 ... 2 ~ 



Unfortunately. Henry was seduQed by the f l nthriss, Dro­

Jill ses , and t hroa.ts of the Lombard's . , and disregarded the ebU-

,ations of h i s oa th . 'l'ho princes wera irritated a t iienryts 

fai thlessness , and dute:rmined to meet a t 1,'orohhe i m, ncar Ham­

ber e on Ha.reh 13, 1077, with tho intenti on of electing dlldol! _ 

of Suabi a kiUfr and asked the IJOPO to be present at it . 

"BUt if it \las (}r egory 'a earnest wiih to 
proside (.'l,t li'orohoim, 'it was not roally that 
eitQer of :~udolf or nomjr . 'l'he f o:paor, . 
amaolts anparently to oe elected klnf~ hlITtSelf, 
di d ~ot de~ire the p~osence eit~er or. an im­
'p;':H'~l'a l j,udgo or a rlva l . nor did tho l a tter 
aoslre tEla t the good underst.and ing be t ween 
the .Pone and the nrin,}os should be strenE;th­
ened. ' Uenoe he would nei ther fI'O t o the diet 
himself nor [~i va the Popa asa~e oonduct . u 24 

24. ~nn,. H. K., 0.1''> - oit., VII . p.125- 6. 

In api to of the remons tran ce of Gregory . the a ssembly chose 

-- udolf of SU ~l.bia as king, afte r exaotinr; from him a promise 

to g'Q.arantea tht~ f re e election Q.f bishops and not to make 

the kingdom heredi tary. On Harch 26 , 1077. liudolf was crov'ill­

od kill{~ in thaca t hadra l of l!.lr'l inz . 

"Henry , af t er tlklS tily ar r an{{inf; matters in 
Ita ly , retUJtned to Germany, ana ViaS shortly 
surrounded by all h is f ormer adherents ; . 
while .Rudolph .. on t he cont rary , !fffW shame ... 
fully cieser tea by the very per sons vTho had 
been most prominent in havin{{ hbl e locted . 
Gregory mainta ined an a t ti t udo of neutr~lli ty 
toward bo th COnl'p'B ti tors f ,or the orown. It 
was his des ire to decide 'otwoen them in 
cOl?-junct ion wi th t ho sllirJ.tua.l !IDa, 1 tal!l'pora l 
prlnoes of l~~r.m:ulY , f.J;Ua , as both parhos 
oounted OIl hlS support , tho)! mutual~y agreed 
to r,uar antee him a safe-conduct comlng to 
tmd returning from Ger,many. fI 25 . 

25 . li b~og, op . cit ., II , p. 503 . 
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A fieroe eivil wai.' ensued. }3e~ause of the Ullusaully com~li'" 

(;nted a f fa i rs in Gernlany and tho rb~rao partisan feeling, 

Gri3gory VII SOUf~ht to eoraprom.ise affa irs -- always advocating 

a concilia tory policy , be11. eving that a poacef~b le nd justment 

of the di f'f iouity was still possible . 

"r:l'akil1g thi.n."-;,s a ll in all. Gre.gory felt t . .hHt 
he could no l onger rema in an inactive spec-
tator of evonts. and that there was now a 
call a~)on h im. t o i nterpose his authori ty . 
nccordlngly , til a 1.!umel~ou81yCf1 t t ended synod , 
held at Homo In 1080, Gregory renowed the 

01 eX00Ii1111Wlloation a.nd de _,.u 
against ·lisnfy,-Uio-au-{hor--6r-so-- many--and 
so grea t avila, abso lvod his subjects from 
the obligation~ of the~r oath of allegiance, 
and declared~ln uneqtllvooa l ternls , that 
Hudolph was the true and -only King of the 
Germans . lf 26 . . 

26 • .Alzog', Ope cit., n, p .506 . 

Honry Teta liated 'on tllci fOflstof Pentecost, 1080, by decla­

ring GreffQry was doposed and expe lled from his see. The 

council of Br i xen then alec tad an all. ti -:pope in OI-amant I II , 

who then excol!ll1lunioated King Rudolph . 

Henry and Rudolph met in th,o battle on the Eh3tar on 

Oo tober 15, 1080. J udolph, although victoricus, died from 

a mortal wound . Henry '''hen be li6ved he coald sub ju{o~a to 

Italy . .After a three :rear sieR'e Rome fell . 

"Gragory retired to the castle of St • .ti.ngelo . 
where Ihl rema. ined shut up, and repellod 
every advance of Henry looking to u reoon­
cilia tion, until the l atter should ha,V6 made 
amends for his past conduct. H.enry offered 
to recognize hint as lawful Pope, and to 
surronder Guibert into his ·hands for pun-
i~hmantJ' if (}regory would 90nsent to crown 
h 1111 em1)erOT. Gregory rep 11 ed tha t he would 
never abaol va. Hanry. _ or plflce the crown upon 
his head. untIl he should have made the IllOSt 
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BIDnle satisfaction for the insults and out­
r ar,;es he had offer'ed to .God and · His Ohuroh . 
nH~ Po'Oe added : ' 1Iero '1 ' wi 11 inP.' to turn a'" 
s id.e fi'om the path of jqijtice , "I m.ightob­
taiI! :from }lem'Y greater oonoossions tha.n ware 
tfvar ?,Tun t~d to any of my predeces?ors! .But 
I have no fear of' the thrflats of wlcked men. 
and am prepared to die , rather than oonsent 
t o what my conscience can not approvo. " 27 

27. Alzog, QP. cit ., II , p.507 • 
. _-------_._-----------------------

an ~1areh 21, 1084, after Henry WtHJ a ssured that (}r egory 

would not brook a reoonciliation; Henry pr esent ed Clement I II 

t o the people as .h.ia pope . On l~as tar Stlnday Henry recoi ved 

the imperi a l crown from tho hands of Clement III . 

Finally Hobert Guiscard , the }~orrna.n ruler of th e Ki np,doill 

of th~ Two Sicilies. reoalled his ' ~ leclee of fealty to tho 

pope . .He marched on Home nl'ld liberated f}rogory VII • . Aftor 

much oarnage and bloodshed . the Hormans withdrew to Sa lerno, 

taking Oregory VII with thom. '1\hare on MEl,y i.~5 , 1085, havi ng 

lovod jU9 t ice , he di~d in exile . 

ffThough he died heartbroken •. he was suc· 
cossful in thfJ task that he had undertaken 
and. comple'tGd the work !hich he, had begun. 
In the great soone of hlS work i t can be 
seen. how he made' victory for the. Papa~y 
p?s~l ble in t he naw s truggl es WhlC~l h lS pon­
t l f lcate evoked •••• If he left to h19 suc-
co S90r a the her it age of a bi t ter s trU{;gl o, 
unforeseen but neverth@less partl}" provoked 
by hi.m, ho' left, to them a l so a reforme~ 
Papaoy. a Churcll purgod of its abuses . ,j 28 

28 . Gibb., Eleanor , oPe 01$ ., p . 56S;'9 . 
/ 
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OHfJ)TEB rv .. 
c ' . 

'fhe Reign of Innocent III 

" would the. t I mi ght have the hap'Dinf3ss of 
Boeing before I die , the r8sto~~tion of 
tha t Giorious ar.:e of the Ohurch when the 
Auostles cas t ou.t th.eir nets , not in 
searoh of s ilver and ~old . but to make 
haul s of pr ecious souls . H 

-- St. Bernard of Cl airvaux 
---------------_. __ ._._--........ -----
1 . Migue, ;jar', La t. !J.I 182, p .. 430. 

Ttl/) one grerit mission in the life of Gregory Vii seemed 

to be to t hrow off the yoke of' feudal f~ervi tud. e v,hich bound 

the ·Ghurcll ... - r eg1l in tht>. liberty ot' the Chur ch, seCl~.re the 

freed om of ecclesiastica l olections :' Dud tho full axol:'cise of 
I 

eecles i as tica l f unotions. Although' he was una.ble to accom-

plish this ond, Gregory VI! sueceodod in. focusinf; the a. t ten­

tion of all upon tho ca.n(!ar ous growth wi thin. the Ohurch. it 

was left to hi s 8tlOG~SSors to cui; out these evils . 

In 1095 the Council of Clermont sought to establish be­

t ween bi shops and secular princes the f,'enera l dUtiAS of sn.b­

jacts and ru.hJrs . {li th this as their Qbjeetlvo .• the Oouncil 

forbade the bishops to take the W2mAE;i u,m or oa. th of fe alty to 

either the king or the feuda l lord . 

HI t was ~jrgued th~ t the It.QJU,}p'twn )'{as) dW1£'Or­
.Q.J.'IJi to the liberhes of thQ Uurch. lnas'" mucn as the b!~igl~t~ere pl aced by it in a 
oondition of .!. , det)8ndence on the 
feuda l l ord, anf bOWld t.o t ·ender h im. servi ce 
under a ll Clrcamstancos . If they obJec ted 
to the perf ormance of these feuda l du ties 
from even .r~li€d.Qu.6 moti vos. their refuaa.l 
1'1ould be ref~ardad a ij a violation of the ~ 
ciwn. and viewed in the light of a f'e lony:"2 

w . A1zog, QP ' cit ., II , p . 514 . 



This 8aJlltl cO:l.U(;il gave birth to a new mov·e:ll911 t tha t "i1'aS 

touuite the disinterested forces ·Gf Ghri:3tian nations, and 

41. 

by tho COl.mnon bond of f~lith arlP;ap;e in the greut strugg'le aga inst 

the enemies of the Chu.:rch an.d their raO$. It was a t t h is 

counoil that Pope Urban II proclaimed the f irst crusade - a 

movemen t r olieious in orig i.n and religious in its il im. 

fl She (the Church) had suoceeded in inapir'" 
inn tht! {,len . of every rallk and wa.lk of lifa 
with n truly Chr iatiafi spirit . bbe had . 
taught tht::!~l to E:I;~t a higher value on the un­
Been blessing of Heaven than on the fleat­
inr;POsBe!;'{~Jion of ear.th. and , in the ner'" 
for l~lanc~ of thoir duty., · t ~ act frOfll the dic­
ta t es Ci~ all uJ)rif~ht c?nsc~onc~ 1J and pot by 
COIllpulslOIl and rostralnt . And so fal thful 
ware they to the ir lesoon$. and so enthu-
siastic fn ~aI'ryiI}g out h.&1' te&chings, !hat 
a t. her blddlnp, prl.noes and .· p!, ople, aelzln~ 
arrau , ruohed 3£;l one man t6 the conquest of 
that hmd hallowed by the"· nresenC9 of our 
Bavior . and the oonsUnnnation of the work of 
' ·; ·1 t' If 3 t'iGtl Omp lOll . .. 

• .1 . Al zog; Yp . 9it •• II. p . 518. 
--~----------

The contest nbout lay .. i nvesti ture in (}ermany was set­

tled af ter nearly fifty yoar!l by the Ooncorda t of iiormo on 

September 2~1 . 112~2 . The l;lI'tieles of the oOllcordat were con­

firmed by the Ninth Eoumenical Oouncil in 1123 , and were sub­

stan tially as follows -- 1) Emperor sllrrenderea the right to 

invest the bishops wi th rim~ and crosier; instead he would 

invest· the bishops with their fiofs _M with the royal prero­

gat iv..,s and priv11G>ges attauhad to tli1:eIa. -- by the SQ~ptef sbr 

months, af t er their 61ection . If it was u G~rmall bishop , he 

was to be 111ves ted with the temporalities of his see befoffl 

his conseoration . ~1hile the Burgundian and Itali<).n binhoJ)s 



could only be i:u ve dt~ld wi til th>} tonmoraHtiBs of thi3ir sees 

. aft er tho ir eonseoration. .2) ~rj1p0ror [{ran ted full est rree-

dom in t11e cl~o '~ ioll and G01H3Boi'a th1n of b i3tlO'pS as the Church 

l aw r equ ire s ; but he !'O;'H31:'Ved f or himself the rir:-ht to have 

t I l t' t ' ., " . . 1.1 0 e 00 ' lons aKe p.ua.ee l.n. iLlS presence . ':< ) ~l'[n"'"'' 1f' Q r ~" }l q J 1 ..J J..L~ t."; _ ~ " ~l t: ... . ' 

r Gs t oto to the. Ohu.rah all the possessions and regalia of ~ t . 

1)e tel" . 4) Bis1top:s prorrd::::lod fidelHy to the emperor. and 5} 

i ll case an elacti.oT.l bt~ contes ted th,'€ OlT1THn'o r would abi de by 
~ If 

the judf~l!1en t of. a pro<J'ino :i. a l synod . 

tiThe Conoorda t therefore gstati.lished n vi a 
media , mal'ked out a mi dd le cour ~j e , t'lhifJh 
s a tisfi ed both parties. It gave to Church 
and St l'l te wha t :r i gh tfully be longed to eaoh, 
and refllscJ t o each Villa t "Wi9 not justly it l 
dua. But . i n doin~ so 1'Il:~d~ , it di d .more ; II 
sowed the seeds oJ: mutual' cfll struQt Da t wgen 
QbQrclli...!~J;ll'l Stgio. }JJ),d_ nY1'mtua l"J,y brought ~­
pout tho ir, EH?tnU1f'~Hne.A) . j ' 4, _ ....... _---_.-----_. -' -, .. --------------------

4 • .A lzog . op. gj t.; I I . 'P . 537 . 

In 1125 j~othair WritS eleoted enrporor . P'~ar ing tha t the 

electi on of bi shops mi ght not be perfectlY froe if conducted 

in h is pr eseucQ, he flbQli@lied the ';llractiQ~. He a lso dernand-

ad of the bi shops aft!;u' theirconsacl'a ti on an oa til gi £1ge1-

.i.U ins tea d of the hQuW::iWl1 . Under t he tw~l va 'yoar rei gn of' 

r~tha ir ha nnonioU£l rela ti ons existed hetween the emnire and 

t he 'pl'lpaQY • 
.. 
IJp:~:n the (h~ath of Lotha ir, Cq,n.t"~d nI. Duke of Suabi a , . .,~~ 

wa s elected. ,'lith him begins a ne~r dyn~2J ty. namely the 

f t:unily of Huherta t llulan or t h e [lo. i bUng. because of t he prox­

i mity of the , fi:rst ~H~a t of t he fmuily to t ho village of i;a i b­

lil1P,en . :Be ing of an ar i stocra tic t orrper ament it W"d S but 

4:2 . 



natural tha t Com'ad III plan an expadi Han ttl Rome whioh 

would fQstora lIiilat h(~ thought ,.nn·o · ~f.11.,)fjd.al r ights and p:re­

rogati vos. ,ihat h i sl.lJ1{}la had olauried, Prederick 3arbarossa. 

cal'ri ed out . !lenc(:I for thA llOXt o ell tury H struggl e ensues 

be t ween the Papaey fmd the 0f11[J l3ror . 

Hf~lwl'J,v s dO=ilirous of 8Ug1110!l tinIJ t lH1 influ­
'<Hlc9 of h i ~ fa~ily by poworfu.1. ~11iaJwe9 . 
ht~ \ Freder lok }}a~'l)m'os sa ) h~d 1119 St?n, 
Henry VI. m~rr~ed .~o the 1)rlr~cos9. lJonshmce 
( dt:l,ugh t(~.,r . ?:t ~(:mgH OP'I·.~r I) . who ~ O~t ,the 
death of Aillllltll LIhel" uncia ), t'nt.l1out 
i~s~et becrif!lO qi~ so e hei.r!H'I.~l to the ftW? 
;JiOlhes. By tillS un~on~the I'opo lo~t 1us 
stronGest ana alOst f t:t). thtul ally . ann the 
hOllse of Hohanstaufen., now ill DOSs8ssion of 
aOIl th9rn Italy, wouJ.d .. if the imperiI:i.l and 
Sicilian crowns were worn by one person. 
hDO OIDO prea ominan t over the whol!l peninsula. IT 5 

5 . AlioK, .QJlL.Qi1., II . P .,569- 70 . 
---------_. __ •. _--_._------

In 1169 lhnlrv VI W'i:H1 on hi :) WilY to t Bko nossension of " .. 
t h" il ,~O ;::l l' .... ~ l { "S ,.,1-. i" ·h =,,'" "\ r\ "'1'U 1 l· £1'''£ 

, \,;1 4" )."J U.t. J.. ,. u: • V"".:-1 .... " J .. rIa ..... I. ... , !t-·~.V \..;. \..j . \~;h ' ~'n Ill' '" "'i r '" Con-.01 ..... ~\.;.c.4... .. . , ... 'OJ 

stailua had irilieri toJ . vvilan i1.on1'] VI heard of tho dea th of h is 

fath~r . who wa~l drowned wh ile on a (jru~~de . Hm ... u-y's policy 

as ruler wus one of !J;i tre!lle cruelty SlJ.'1c1 tyr~:umy , and h i s 

trea tl11en t of the f'apacy foreboded a SeElBOn of unu.sua l danf~er 

and t r i a l . He had just succeeded in having his three year 

old s(m. ll'roder iek II 1;"]110 was [l Ull unbaptized , elected as 

lis Sllooessor to the (rorman orown. when iIenry VI died sudden-

lJT in l~\:n . 'Ph is rema tura dea tn Q.l th@ emperor-threw Ger -. ~ 

many hia sta te of' unrest , .,yh ioh ultima tely culminated in 

oi vi l l,var . How that tho emp i r e wa s deprived of its omnoror , 

the pope wal:! l ookod upon to gu i do tho empi:re tbrouf'4'h this 

perilous stnte until a successor was elected. Just a s the 
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eIllp il'o mourned the dea th of l::knrr VI, t:r~e Oatho!.ic Church, a 

lew on A+ '" 1"' ;' AY' . ~", .l ;:) '~ !4 .• ~J~ • To " ~. d ·th ,r' th !~ t l ... , "t , "" " . ,', . , f : · .:lOl.'~ ne . ,-0 " d~a " 0., .• 6 ( .. 6 O!",(-,narl t.1.L , . ope 

Celestino I II . 

_~ ftlJr the intet'J1Ant of Celestino In on January [1, 119.-" 

the eardinals3 met in~H.1Cret c oncli3. vo '.mel unanimmulJ.y olected 

t he thirty-s'.3V8:1 ye:,u' old Card inaJ. La tha ire the Head of tho 

Universal Crml' cw . Irna eom~hwe woald ilQt listrom to his tear-

ful objeotions, but; pl aced the pon tifical man tle on his Bhoul-

dar "ID rI .~<, l'" " l'r'" + h ,.... Yl"""' (~ r,i! I' n"'o('en t T -1 J • ' ... ~ L\. .t 1-JUtU ~ ~u. to·,.. .. ... ; ;:',""",.:I I.i. .1 v .... ~ .... j,. J ·· V 1 ' .• A t the time of 

.h is electi on Inno(:ollt III was only n. d fHH.lOfi. ~lO he wa itod un-

til tht) .':.la turda)' of (;mbc1r r:ee k - ... vlhich was O~lO of the uSllla l 

days f or conferring holy Ordbl"S ... - hofore he '~ms ordcoinod to 

the pri,es thoot't . ;}n the lo11owinfC aay. Febrn21':y ?E, 1198, he 
.~ ,- , ,., 

iVas consecrn t ed bisnoTJ. [Jtd thereupon was proo l E;.l.l1ted ch i ef 

bishop and univ8I':5al pope . 

-_._-'-,-

ttHis f h :f..l t t huuph ts wore 
w"o;rm.a tiDn 21' U~~ r ili -
tJ;or~ t, 9n. .... QJ the 'Q o~e'!j t!h'li~noral fJ QW1l'; 
he (l h vrrraneo of taly from the ru e of 

tho strOllf'9r; the seoaration of the Two 
Sieili.os :rrol~ Gcrman~f. vlhich ~a r~g~rded 
as Hn essen 'hal OOl1Ql nor! to "i.he lnClepen"" 
dence ()f the Church; and to ID@kinc the in­
fluenoe of t he Head cf tl!o Church •••• felt 
throughout the length and breadth of ' 
'''I ' ' t ·d fI ': · .... lrlsell om . u 

6. Alzog, 01" cit •• II . p . 5'74 . 

Innooent In begoll hin Don t i:fidato with uboliflning the 

a buses that, had crept j nt o the Roman GOl1rt. He forthwi th 

restored the Papa l suprol!l£L "J in homo by personally eonfer­

ring invesU ~ur6 011' ~ i Hipsrial prf.ileot. flftHr first demand-

im; an oa tIl of obod.ie:1C0 :from him . 
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, ;h~1D. Iu1t()(1cnt II J assl.lll10cl tho pajK, l 0!'O V'JJl , 110 'iJEl,i3 rlOt 

cont(mt 1'7i th b'J .i.ng tlO vt:l'siF;rt of :'kmlEt 1md of tlH:J i'atr irnony of 

at. Pc t Ar" as far au he con trollecl i t. ;iuther ho WclS de ter­

mined to reqoy),':C a.l l of th0 lO ~lt l~if;h tn of t.he Papacy . 

!f ~nnoc ex:-t ~Jta,hH~ ve-::y plainly the reaaou of 
h18 an:nety t o recover control ovor t he 

'7 . Liann, 

P~~l t:C~~lOIW , of th8 Ohu,X"(;h •. ' The li lH1r:'Y of , 
tno t.iIlurch ' 11e wrote. 'lS best Dl'OVlaed for 
WheTf) the ~h~U"0h of :r:o'J\li} ha3 f ull povi'9r in 
tompcr a l s a s well a s in sp irituals ( t hi s re-
fern mere ly to the Papal Btat es) . Por . 
since tuo 'apostolic deo i~ the Uothor and 
~~i ~ltl'IJ33 of a l l. Ui.e churehG3 i n proportiul1 
as it "tlOre firmly reutr a iu::I th03'g sub j9tlt 
~ .,.. t 1 ,. . .. , , 
' .. u ;t -. 13 (lI;lJ;)Qra pO ~I(,) :r lrom .\.nJu.r 1.~g C11llrotl.eS 
and ocele:ua s tiGs , 1..110 mOI"!l doos 1 t re­
dound t o its pl:e judi ce and to thtl,t of, all 
the churches 1f 1 t preserve not tuo cnu:r ~b.l)s 
in , i t s own ~'e, t,rimoll:Y in their l)r one:t eondi-
tion of li berty . ,It 7 ' 

.' t \' 1 , on QPI 01 _, A , p , ~J . 

ifhe Lombard oi tios , upon the dea'th of Henry VI threw 

off t,he yoke of (}erman oppression, a.Tld, seeing that submis ... 

sion to Innocent II! brough t t.~eiil prosparity . th~y s O~lgh t 

his proteotion . He ooncluded an fllliance wi th the Tusoan 

cities, whereby the pope'i3 90ve.roi~ty over the Ua tildan in'" 

heri tanoo wa s recognized . Through t his alliance the rl'usoan 

01 tieg were subordinatod to papal au,thori ty, and thereby pro ... 

vidod f.or their own freed OIl, and the defenso of the Churoh a, ... 

gainst tho g{;gremJion of the Emperor. 

ijaving regi::d ned mO$t 01 the. 'Possessi ons '\'Jhioh had been 
" 

wrested f rom the Chur ch by Henty 11 ... V.lnocarnt ttlIIled his at-

tention 'to thf! Kiufrd om of tho '1tv10 ;Jioiliea, which Henry VI 

had held l;l.S a vassal to t he pope . Accordiu§{ to the wi ll of 

If' 
".It ,). 
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H"n"'" 'lrI ("l' - ' ~<>""" .:I1~· t.I~t l· O~ A41 t1'1~' k'i llrr!'}"M ".,.,~ '" 1"'''' '''' -t n tl'}e Dr' .... e ,,"o.!!.J ~ .I.· t :.) 'I. .tJ1.. U (,l, \;., u ...... ~~~ __ J J.l, \ /....;, i ~; e:/· ... . f.,I;. ·'f/ I;.., ... " . 1\j'J.. \. v ' . .l \,/t.J • 

1,'"/ay Wifo t th~ tllllnreS3 , 'and my :lO:111 t li'rGder-
1ck, S~!i 1 g l ve to, the ,lord po~e " and the 
Bom.an ~)I.I.llrch all tn3 rlght;; ;'IlhlGh these wore 
wont to reoeive from the kings of Sicily. 
and they shall g i 'fie soou.ri ty to tz"l0 l ord 
pope, just as the kings of bicill wore flC '" 
·custOlllOd. to ;~i ve to the junre71l9 .;Jont1,f:f 
an.d to th6 Homan Ohurch . If perchance my 
fj:t'o.t'olr\oa tlonod wife :'l1ould dio first, let 
L.1Y son hold his.rig~tful pos~ tioIl, and if 
m:r ;"j on should dle i!ll thou t he l.t' le t t:'1C 
kiW;do,:n of t1 icily devol"o upon the H~KlaJ:t 
Church . Ii howevor (}LU'son should d 10 
fix'st , ouZ' bo lo"Vod connort shal l retain the 
k,. l' n·,,.r1 '"\"', ,1 " . ,4 : >:'.D.' l'i OV' 11' +' c\ + ~ Til· 0 <.>"'d <:. itt:> r' '!oln~ t .. t..\\.. UJ, U.U.L .1. .1;"'0 ... . .... ,_ ..... tJo' I\t ... ,.. • {->I .. U , "......... \:1_ ... ' ,.j./O, 

dea t h the Kingdom of Sici b,? aha ll revert 
,t' ',; -~ · \h~· , '. I' (' . .. 

(.I -liO 1. ,OI"an ". Ul Cu. u 

.--------.-----,- -... ~ ...... - .. -... -.-- ... - -------_. 
8 . Ma thews, .3hai lor f :'Q.l§iJtt MtHli,e v;il.l DQm.w~, p.105. 

Upon tl:H~ .requos t of the trll1pres~ . Im.\o(}Emt J1 I {Joniirmed 

t" h ' , . . , ., f .. \., {'II ~. • • l' . ' ,1 '0 a1' allU !lor son tile Kll1g(,OIll 0 ' L i~e J.,wo ~,l Cl loS S ill bovem-

bar 1198 . 

"But bo.forG he consant.ed to do 90 he in3is'" 
~ed on the emprClHJfiJ 's l.~fl'nouncing the excep'" 
titmill acelesiastical prl v~le(!,~s which. ilad­
:,t°hn IV' had D013n oO:l'mellod t o iJoncedo. In .. 
nooel1t jUQtly 41aintainad tha.t they were in-
007laistAut w1 th ~r()per ooclasiastloal free­
dom. . . ,i)espilte al.l her efforts , for the great 
Norman lady wa~ very loa the to loae any of 
the p1'1 vile!~9s olljQyod by he!' urede.ol3~sors .. 
Oonstanoe was cOl'l"pel19d 'to y ield. :Preedom 
of 0.t>i~(wp::1 1 ~ le.ctionwa.Sl once mo~a r~stored 
to SICll}",. anel tile POpEl . ret;1U1Iled lns rl ~;l'ht 
tOiJencl legates ther e a.t lu s pleasure . 1 9 

9 . 144nn. Q,p _ ail., XI . p.130 . 

Shortly th~r oaf'ter on NOV9111be:r 27, 119£3 , Constance diad . 

'I'he high rOi{cu'd in which 91113 ho l t.l hmocent III h3 reflected 

by the f:ra !~t (}ol1fid:a.nUI3 91113 :ruposBd ill him oy mJ~killj,; him the 

guardian of her young sou. 



,,. 

lfI£he ability disQlayt:td by Innocent , in tho 
administration of the gQvernment of Sicily 
d~ing the minori ty ?f F'rederick and. the' 
palns he was nt , to p;l VG the YOlmg pr l1lCe 
an eduoa tion suited t o his h if~h deilt iny , 
fully justified the trust pl aoed i n hi m by 
Oonstance. 1t 10 

10. AlzOR, au. olt . , p. 576 . 

fter ha was assurod of his posi tion at home, Innocent 

I II notified the Ohr i s tian world that he had been eleva ted 

to the Papacy . }Ir anoe was one of the f irs t to be i nformed , 

nd Innocent warned Phi lip Augustus that i f he woul d continue 

to disregar d t he l aws of the Church, a break ~'1as bound to 

occur . 

;,. ....... ·-'1· " Innocent' s determination not to allow 
li f e or death or the favor of anyone wholll­
soever , t o separate him from the observance 
of striot justine, and his regret that he 
could not fie evervwhere at once and do 
eyerything,: himsol!' . sprang ,from t he convic'" 
bon that 1 t was IllS to reform the wor ld 
through the par amount power of t ho Ohurch •••• 
He was set ovor 'peoples and kinp,doms' be­
cause he \vas the }i'at her of all Chri s tians , 
ang gecause kiDgs and princes we~e his , 
Splrl tual sons . Hence he felt tha t he had 
a f'aUler' s righ t and power to correot 
wrongdoinf.~ in his family . if tha t wrong 
were done evan by the most distinguished 
of his sons . But i f he believed tha t t he 
tpaterna potestas ' ovor kings and peoples 
was his na tural and aoknowledged right , he 
wis~ad to exerc~se his l?arenta~ authorl~Y 
r a.tlonally and ln aooorCianoe wlth the dlC­
tatos not merely of justice but of mercy . 
lie was , theref ore, rAost oareful not to ex­
ercise his reprassl ve powers wi thout real 
reason, and to forbid h, fs ." subordina tos to 
exercise t he power of excommunioation with­
out t:ood and sufficient c~luse . " 11 

11. Mann, U. K., aD . cit ., XI , p . 58-9 • 

. At the sudden death of Henry VI in 1197. two claimants 
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arose for tho kbtffSh i p of (}ermany . One was Philips the bro'" 

thor of the deoea sod kinG, HudSOlt .of ~rederiek I . 'rhe other 

was Otto , duke of Brunswick. Frederick II , although olectod 

when a child of thrt)c VlU2 now disregdrded because there was 

a nead of a mature and !3trong ru l er , and many wore .wU da­

s,ir(iu9 of maki ng the kinr~ship heredi. tary . Both aspirants wore 

aware ,of the advantages tha t f low from the formation of an 

a U iance wi th one or 'more of the crowned heads of Bilrope . 

48 . 

"'hi lip was elected 011 Mar ch 8 , 1198, and orowned king of Ger­

many on ~eptO'!nber 8, 1198 a t Mainz by Arohbishop of fl'arantaise . 

He i mmed.iBtaly made an a llianc e with Phi lip II , ki ng of ~l"ance . 

This a lliance was born from the ftiendly r elf.ltions tha t ex­

istad between thfJ pr euent king's (ather and brother -- Fr"' · 

der iok I, and Henry VI . Otto, luke of Brunswiok, wag elected 

king June 8 , 1198, and crowned on July 12, '1198 a t Aachen 

by the Ar ohbishop of Cologne . AlthQugh Otto Vias elected by 

few prirtoeJl, he was orowned at the right pl ace b:J the Arch­

bishop ~vho trad i tio.nally pl aced the CrO\fIl 011 t he head .of the 

king- elect . I t was only four years l ater (1202) that ho a l ­

lied hi mse lf wi th hi s uncle, John of Nng1and , 

:!for the p urpose of guarding ~nd de,f and-
1nft hi s (Otto's) empire and h lS riRhts 
and of f,{i ving h1m fai thr·ul oounse l and 
aid in main t i.tining hio rights . " 12 

12 . Tlfat'Cher and McNeal , A Source Book for Medieval HistQO, 
p.228 . . , 

Prior to this time, the l a te King Riohard II of Engl and , the 

brother ()f th,e present :English king" wrote Innocent III in 

July and August 1198 - .. a faw months after the election of 



Otto -- aski ng' tho Pope t o recognize Otto as emperor-elect . 

The untimely deat h of Rinffii Richar-q the follo wi ng April (1199 ) 

deprivod Otto of th i s persistent advocate before the papal 

COQrt . These allianoes besides addinv, groater prost i ffe to 

the cla i m.s of each, a lso secured lor them an advoca to bei·or e 

tho papa l court , s il1oc~ the rccogni Hon of oi thor one by the 

pope as ] oman king would uutomatically cause that candi da.te 

to be a petitioner for the impor i al crown . 

The hvo king ly claimants sough t t he purple top;a of the 

Roman king. Both knew that the reco~i t ion by the pope would 

make their cause successful . Therefore both wero de termined 

t o ~vin t hi s reco~~iti on by takin~ oaths which woul d qualify 

t hem as defenders of the Church , p~otector of' ri[~h t and jus­

t i ce .· Ot to of Brunswick took his 'ow at Nauss (known as tne 

Oa th of Hauas) as early as .Tune 10, 1201. Being a member of 

the {leifia minority, one i s not surprised at some of the or o­

mi ses made by Otto, name ly - 1) the r etaining and dofending 

of Sicily for the pope. 2 ) the r estora tion of peace between 

Otto and Philip of l" ranoG, and 3) to follow the advice of the 

one concerning the affai rs of the 1J.luscan and Lombard League . 

1'hese promi ses wili be proper t o Ot to, beoause these were 

L19 . 

some of the ref orms he would inUJ:oduoa oontrt:lry to tho nation­

a l polioy of his predeoessors . Ot to then vows to proteo t and 

preserTe all the possessions, hon.~rs and ri gh t s of the tioman 

Ohuroh to the bes t of his power . Me thon deal s at h"t'eat 

lengtll as t o t ho extant of those posnessions" as woll as those 

whi oh he s ought to restore . Thi s axpression of fealty would 

be borne out by other acts of obodience and honor which he 



would show t o t ho pope . lihat ia Tllors. he promi sed to a i d 

the pope in defraying' h is !l)XptHlSles' ,"~~f he beeama involved i n 

a i/ar for hi s sake. In view of the fi delity of Otto and that 

of his house to the Church. as proclai med hy his oath, l nno-

ant In recognized otto July 3. 1201 . 

Upon hearin~ tha t Innocent III, throur~h lis papa l l egat e, 

the bishop of J?r a.enes te, ha.d recognized Otto as kine of Ger­

many a numher of the adherents of Philip of 8uabi a sent a 

let ter to Innocent quest ioning his right to so inter f ore -

'
11fuere di d you 0 Sovereign Pontiff. ever 
read! wher o di~ you 0 holy f a t hers , the car­
dina s of the unl versal Church. ever hear 
that your predecossors or' t he ir envoys med­
dled with the el ec tions ~().f the Roman Kings 
by either actinr-; as electors themsel ves or 
by exruninin{~ as, ,judges the vt:lue of' 'u ohoice 
already 1lV<Jda . it e do notbolHwe t ha t you 
oan furnish a sinGle instance .... ¥lith sor .... 
row therefore we tho whole. body of the a­
bove mUllad urinces reveal to :you that the 
Bishop of ~raenes~e aga inst all, l egal order 
intruded hlrnself lu t o the electlon of the 
Boman King. 
~ No~ a~e \ve ~bla to see in wllat ,?apaci ty 
he umn t hnftly lInagos to act. . He 81 thar 
acts as e lector or as judge. If as eleotor, 
why did he look f or a chance in t he absence 
of wi tnesaos to overturn veracity by lying 
and virtue ~Y cr irlle,? HOV1 coul d, by a'si n­
gul ar act of iniushoa , that part of tho 
princes - wh iCh f orms tho Dk'l jori ty and 
excels in dignity ..... be disregardon.? If 
as a judge, he could not have tha t capacity . 
If the election of a Boman kin?, is divided, 
t here is no higher judge , by vorhoao ver dict 
i t oan bo made unanlmous. it must be amended 
bI t he vo1untllry aotionof the voters • •• • Rut 
if you wish to pose as f.l 'j~dge . there is 
no excuse for you . We c~n ' draw your own 
sword against YOIl, beoause in tho ab~ance 
of the other party a judge's 'Verdiot has 110 
f orce . " 13 -

13. Be~. Imp. No. 61; m.L. 216, 1063 ff . 
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!Sow that the pod Hon of Innocent III was questioned . 

he f'orthwi t h drafted ::* reply , nVanf)rt~b ilom fra tre rll nos t rum" . 

Innocent III do~.H'l not address t he wi tars i n cormnon, nor the 

bishops whom he must consider the TIIOst guilty in this unwar .,. 

r antable r eaction agains t his decision, nor the King of Bohe­

mia, who had received his title from the excOllUllunicated Philip . 

He addresses it to the next named secular prince , the Duke 

of Zahring,:m. who it seams from the conolusion of' this l et tel' .. -

in spi te of hi s joinin?; in tho protest of the princes -- had 

SllOwn himself disinclined towards. Philip . 

"Among otlwr thil1[,;s intimated to us in 
that letter, they insist-ell on the asser'" 
tion tha t our venerable bl"other, the n isho 
of P.r aeneste, legate of ·the Apostolic See" 
acted oi ther · as elector 'or as ;Udf!,9 : ... - ir 
as elector. he applied his sickle ' to u crop 
no~ his own, and by med l ling wi th the ala-
etlon he detracted from the tlOnor of the 
prince~l' if as judg'El , ho tlvidontlyprooeeded 
un1:l\'nu 1y in the absence of one of the 
parties, which he had no ri~ht to declare 
oontumacious, because it baa not beon sum­
moned . .But we " who are by the duty otOIl! 
apostolical.ofI~ee t he debtors of a ll in 
mat ters of Jushes have, no des iro to 
usurp the rights at the prinoes , as little 
as we wi sh our Qwn righ t .s to be usurped by 
othera. It 14 

14. Beg. Imp. tIo. 62, M. I,. 216, 1066 ff . 

Innooent III thon makes it clear in wha.t rela tion he oonsi­

ders· the empi re to stand to tho papacy . 1) The German princes 

have ,the right t o elect their kiug" who i s aftor wards to be­

nomE! emperor . 2} Th i s privilege was given them by the Apos­

tolio Sea when i f transf orred thE) imperia l di gni ty from the 
, 

Greeks to the Germans i n the person of Charlomagne . 3) 1'110 



right to invostigate and deoide whether a king thus elec t ed 

is worthy of tho imperial di f,li ty, belongs t o the Pope alone J 

whose of fioo it i s to "anoint, consecrate and crown him" as 

emperor; other wise it migh t happon that tho Popo woul d be ob ... 

lig'ed t o rlanoin t , con~ecratc and crownH as emperor one who 

\laS excommunicat od. , a tyr an t . a heretic or a pav,an. 4) Si nce 

the Churoh stands in need of a pa tron and dofender , the prin­

ces should elect one upon whom the Pope can bastof' the im­

peria l digni ty . 5) In case of a double el ecti on. the Pope 

must e.xhort the pr i ncos to come to an agreement . If aftor 

\Yarning and long wai ting they have not reaclled an agroement , 

t hey must ask the Pope to arbitrate, who by hi s own accord 
,': 

and by vir tue of his office decide in favor of one of t he 

claimants . The Pope ts deci sion need not be based on the 

gr ea ter or less leCfc1li ty of 01 thaI' election, but on the Qua­

lifications of the clai mant . 

Therefore the Bi shop of Praeneste. the 199ata of the 

~ostolio See did not act as judge or as elector . 

flHe aotod, howevor , as J)roclainuu· . He pro­
cla.imed th~ person of tue du.ke unw9rth:y, 
and proclalmod the person of the klne,lao 
.ned beoause Innooent In -had reoog'lllzed 
h ill as king of Germany) fitted for the 
imper i al d+fJ.;nity . His verdict was based 
on tho mer lts of those elected, more t han 
on the efforts of the electors. !! 15 

15. It8g~ Imp . No . 62; M. L. 216, lO~5 ff. 

~----------------~.------. ----.~, --------------------~----
Th'ereforo i n the choioe of their king the German nation 

was not restricted. The pope , though; was prevented by ,t he 

di r;ni ty and importance of the imperia l crown from bestowing 
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it upon any oandidate who, even though elected by the C-er­

rxmns , lacked the necessary quali:r.ioation~l. 

[)3 . 

Within the nexth'lO years , Ot to fa power spr ead rapidlJ • 

but_ throllg'h his own imprudenoe and blperiotlsness he lost many 

of his followers . Il1hese joinod the banner of Philip and OIlce 

illora Philip hold the bal anoe of power . Still an Qx(}ommunicated 

man , h~ once more apptHllad f or raoorrn itioll . ~e o damonstrat 

his changa of hef-iri. he took an 08 th in 1205, i'lhinh resulted 

in the lifting of t he ban of t'lxoommlL'lioation and again pl ac­

i ng hhl in a favor a ble liRht . Philip promised to give satis'" 

f action to God and to the Ohurch for his offenses { satisfac­

tion a.s commandod by the pope) , even to the ex ten t of p,o ing 

on a ol"usado . If God should favorably look ttpon the oru.sade 

by h.ivine him roturn victoriot1s over the (}reeks to .suoh an 

oxtent tha t 11<3 or his brother- in-law shou.ld come in control 

of the Greek empire . then the Greek Ohurch ~/ill be made sub­

servient to the HOIUM Ohurch by him . Ph ilip then boldly 

struck at tho oanCeliOUS f~owth which afflicted the Church in 

Germany . lie woald a,banuon tho policy of hi s fJrecioaessors in 

opposing the pope lcn' the sake of poli Hea l expedienoy . In'" 

stead he oou.ld actually work for tht!taradica tiol1 of these e­

vils which Sp l'lUl.P, up from lay"'iuvsstitlU1 Q. and 811110UY -- 1) 

He !',ould not pr aotice t he former abt1se, like the holding of 

the land of a daceHuod a hbot or bi.Ib.(iPt so that he could re-
o _.~ , 

oaiva the ravenu(~g . 2 ) He vwuld allow the ~lactions to be 

held in a, canonical 'my . 3) lie would a id the pope in having 

the indepenaent lllonasteriea becom.e rerrular , and 4} he would 

compe 1 tho clerf(V to l ead a decorous life, proper to the ir 



calling. Phili}; roadily acknowleoged the suprenlacy of the 

popa in sp i r i tual IiltJ. t tars. He also, appre ciat ed th<'lt the 

Chu.roh had to h9 i ndopendent in its p-O£lsosnions , so he vowed 

to :t'Ci3to:,,-e to the Churches an t118 possem~lions whioh wero un­

justly seizod or held, and at the sam a time promi sed to no 

loneel' disturh them in their possessions . He would decree 

54. 

that anyone Ol" 8,11 of his sub jects who ¥";Quld be excommunica ted 

by the pope w'Ould be under the ban of the eUlp i ro . Philip be .... 

sought the pope to look upon hi1\1 a s a fai thful and devoted 

SOIl and defm.,dar of the HOM.a.n Church . '10 coman t f ort)ver 

this league of pe;).ua ~nd friendship bob-mon himself and the 

pope , PhiHp was willing to p,i va menbers of h is f amily ill 

lllarriaRo to that of th(~ pope'a fa.r.a!ly. 

It is well to digress for a few moments in order to eval­

uate the oaths taken by Otto and Philip . Irer clar ity i t is 

i"mll to agai n reprm t that Otto was a r:elf, and therefore 

f riendly to the) pl ang of extending the })apal authori ty. Philip 

""as a Hohenstaufen and il Ghihelline, and ther efore opposod 

to any thing that would run noun tel" to the imperi a l power . It 

is therefore obvious that Philip's oa th should be more oom­

prehensive . and less specific than. tha t of Otto . Philip 

though repeato(l the essential prOMises of Ot to . One mir;ht s ay 

tha t Otto renewed some of h is \" elfic promises, (:13 a prefaoe 

to tbose promises wher eby he $oug~t to e:ain the ti tla of 

ndef'onder of the Church , proteotor 91 right and justice" . 

Ph ilip, an excommunicatod prince , pref'aced h is oath wi th a 

p lea of forgi vone;3S . 'Thon he vowed to f orsako the h06 ti 16 

at titude of his honsa (Hohellstaufen) a[1,a.inst the Ohurch and 



,... .-
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to g i ve Up certain abuses practicod by fangr ru.ltu·s ill con-

neotion wi th the deeth of prelates •. ', lith tho new str ongth 

tha t om.m'3S to s prodiea1 aon Philip declares that he a lways 

V7antB to retain tho peace and f riendship of the pope, since 

tllOSf.l are the fruits thut arise f rom hein;'~ !J dovoted and fai th­

ful son . 

Innocent III sought to bring ab0ut a truce. and then se'" 

eure a sottlament throaah n~~{~ot iatiolla between the alaimal1ts 

and their part ios. In the midst ()f , ~hese negotiations ..... wbila 

at the $8tl9 time plans '~'lare bain[,.; formlliatod f01:' a last and 

decisive appeal to ar}1Uj .- Philip tNas s l ai n .. the viotim of 

ona of h is p:riva,te war~ . Otto was then recognizod by the 
. 

who le oountry" He went to Roms to receive tho imnerial crown • . : ~ 

'ljefore he Was crowned by tho pope " "!'la again took a so lemn 

oath . He TBp&atsd the 3Yl0rn pro!!1ises of former days. to 

guar antee to the Church freodom of eecleahl:!ltical elocti ons. 

f reodoul o.r appeals to :1ome , and fr$edom. of management of all 

spiri tua l afiairlJ . Purt,hornore he wonld ai d the Chu!'(~h in 

maintai ning or rog,;:.d_ninf~ tho Patrimony of Dt. Peter. and Vl ould 

respeot the r irrhts of tho Sicilian child. Fr ederick, in 

Sioily . Otto WW3 then crowned llinperor of the Holy Homan I.'m­

pira of the Gofl:Ulll Nation ~n Ootober .1-. 1209. Ottt) speedily 

broke his promi oos to the l'ope , and procCleded to 1'001a1r.1 tne 

terri torie:l that hud 'bolonf~ed: to fiati lda. and the rip,h ts he had 

foresworn. In. 1211 billocont III proncunlled excol1jJ1llJ_lllcation 

ap;a.ins t Ot to IV.. '1lhis di d not stay Ot to ill h i s e-~deavor to 

join Sici ly wi tll the German kingd01~, uo at the Die t i ll riUl"em­

bur~ 0tto \'tas deposed ill 1:'~12 - the princes and barons were 



t~b80 1ve d. ;fr0Jl the ir o'ith of allBgiano~ t v the mrtp~ror'. Otto 

\Vas dBposed, :not bi3C8.u.se Innocent' I I I 'iva s ::lesi:cou3 of remov'" 

i ng' this u:ngr~toful son frl)Jil Dower . bu t becau.se the t:x.!'wient 

VHf of tll .~ !:7i1lj)lrA fOl:,bade anyoue to oontla~~te in the adminis-

tra tion of aft(4.i:cS {J.f $tat!~ , if' he had bean under the ban of 

t);lconrraunication fer netts:i:' thun a year. otto wa.s aV(f.u~e of 

tids law" ~ild 8ou!~ht no t to stay its effe(d: - . h i s 108s of 

d. i g·h.i ty tOT'0V~r .... ..., by ha:~i!1g' the han of e;womlItuuioa t ion lift­

e.d . In1l0i3e !1~ III had no otller ehoice. i)ut to dec l ara that 

tho il1[)01"'ial th;rone l.vas V8.0ant . Ybo Gonaan prineea n01.7 turned 

to P'-J7~der'ick II. kili{: of Sioily, who now 'V"dS twenty years old . 

"fHleriok II took th0 uaunl Oi:1:th ...... navel' to uni tt3 the king­

doms of Gert~any l)nd the Two Sioilies .... - and then was supplied 

with the rH:t0~sz,::.,:cy fUllds by his t;ltardian, Innocent III . Pred-

erick II wald m"ownerl king 011 July 5, 1215 at Aachon, the tra­

di tional tllnce of coronat ion .. 

ral€H.l Innocent III began. hi s pOl1ti;fi(~ute . Phili p Augus tus 

of Fral1c~ had OtHHl living in adultery fo.r two yearu.. In 119:" 

tho day after the IJi.irrirlge ; he put aBi do hi s lawful wi fa , 

!ngaborr~, and SOUP,,11 t to havEj t he marri ~~f~e declar ed void be­

causa he had mn:cried a :t'l8.!lr rel at ion (the gr eat- Grandfather of 

Philip Auguetus, was brother to a ::.J&nish pr incess who was an 

anoflstreso of Ingeborg) . b1 inally in June 1196. he atteJnp t~d 

. ., marriage wi th Ap,nes of !l1oran. On 11itJ.Y 17, 1198 Innocent III 

sa.nt h im a strong letter telling him to oonsu.lt hi s honor and 

h i s etornal sal,,&t i(m, and take back hig wife . J ince the 

king persisted in his evil ways on January 12, 1200. th.e pa­

pal i n t erdiot y!as solemnly pronounced . Ou 8ept€Jmber 7. 1200, 

h6' v • 



Philip ;\UgUBtU8 put away the adnl troB3, and took b:wk nis 

'; i.H)AU, wh nreunoll. tho ediot MJ.S rt~m-ovn tl ~ Ins tond of tro& tin~ 

Ingeborg he h5.~j qunel1 l1ud fristre £3!.J , 11B k~~pt her prat~ tically a 

pTi,JorH:n~ • u ./~, "u' ,·".~u .. f.t~; 
. ~ -, ) ~ 

''''](0 4,.'''' 8 ~ -1"lt~~ l:::l=' .'(f"11 ~S (l -t a ;) J..'> _ , (,i J, • ..l~.'4 .t ( . ,.hJ J.~hl t1 • J. o u .t ":ad Phi-

liut.urO'\,.lStns. lMd ~ho 
~ J 

Jh i ldrnn lIn had by hel.' declnrnd l egi ti-

mato hv Innocent lI~. w 

"':1h"" 'V7,;) 'i,3 1"-' r~ Q llb· t'· J 1,.,., i: i'l.e ( J·:'Ji.\·i l;..,.... IUfJ'iU· S '~"('<) ,.., ,q J V of- ,,3 _ ... v 4 ' . ~4. .. l ... t, ... " , ' .L..l __ .... u "..1. f J "~ .. ,,, 

profi ted by everl turn ~f politics ~to::ut 
·QrA ~J ~.,lU e {ill th~J Y(1)(~. x)lo'WlodGE1 of tIns 
line of ac tion on the kine' 8 par t had its 
e~fnet on Innocent. It renap.i~fHl £1:1.11 CUU­
tious in. the uncoasinp: efforts whieh he 
cUJlle on lUGe :')ol'g? s behalf; tllo11gh it lILUB t 
be borne in mind tha t since ?hi lip W1S no 
OT!gcn~ l.i V':!.ug in adu l lery . the :?ope was not 

i n the SHme Dosi tion tO i~(lt as vigorously 
against him a~:~ hEi Im!l been before. It 16 

16. Mann, ll~K •• Opt ill. , XII, 1' .100 . 

Philip again Ll:·~de Illgoborf; ¢1 pri~)onp.r. and for t Il{} next 

hrel va years IH~j Hsed eVtlry JlleanS to seDur~ a divorce . Dur ­

ing thi~l ti'rae th3 Wf1nX')} f;-ame WUl1t on . 

"Ou the one ~lidG FIe see Innoeent cO"~ltinu­
ing t o console the outraR8d l ady. and 1'0-
r"ul" rn' -1 O-'l·tc. l,..\I:;' . .... O'l·~· l· "·a' ,.1 1 ~f·1.' nllltl·""<:l . IA. ... _.I.n , "'. 80<;>( , .;, ,,~'" ) )., I. I, JUl. v.~. 'v .. "' .... 

to a llow himself to be btlilied into grant­
iUf{ tl il i vorce~ and 011 tl.e athol.' side W(j 
see Philip enue8voring to put every kind 
of D1'6:3fm:ro 011 the 1'o})e i n. order to f oroe 
him' to gr unt the divorce -- promising for 
i nst.ance , to marry the datlghtar of: tho 
lFil1d!-vav~) of Thtlrin~ia if he f}ould make 
the Pone free him from IUp,'eborg . II 17 

17 . lRid. , XII , p .105. 

In 1213 ?hilip fiJlally aocorded to her t ne r i r;;h ts t hat \Vcr 

UE)rs ooth DS a queen 3nd a s f.1. wife . In this strugr~le with 

:?hilip, IllliCJcemt III suc0eeJed as f l r as he could . tie re-

57 . 



fused to p:rant ~l!l illc~~...l l and di:5honoBt 01 V(lr(;:~, but by means 

n t ' . t 1 • , ,. d~' '1· · ' . T I . • 0"'; no l!l GrC,le t I01'\..!I'3" '('!l:t. 19 to l:.·eoOf:r..l.U;~ .. nr;uOOl'g B,3 iliS 

hm:lul ~.vi fG. Mo;ce than that In.n(Jc~nt Gould not do ~- ho eouid 

~ , ~, . . l' "l • • " 'i ' r> l ' tl no.; COt";lDZll l' Hl lP l.O ... 1 '13 Wi 'Ll n ' 8 Wl..1. t~ .. Vi" if". Vi} J.13i~ i":lOi4 0 ~ Ian ,, -'" ., ( .. 

tllu neca"s3o.riGs O' "1' • 
. II e . 

Philip ... iUf;ust:.l3, ;Jur3;'l iuf: the pol icy of h is }JredtH~essorli , 

SOUgllt to conquer the i~:ngli.sh P03s63si ons an t:i113 corrti:.lEmt . 

·. ihen ~1 ichdrd thi3 i.lioahB[~r ted diad , he W':iS :~u.j(Jooded by John 

Inckl""Hl' ;·'fr,.", ..j';·~7.u "' ·~'"'d· "n()}'l~f' r.f All J'OU "; ,l~ l'nn .... · .. ·,·1 rPOl''''''''l'n''' .lJC1 ..... C...LU~ . .1..u.,. \.1 .. ';;)f)· .:) \t 'U ' ""J. .., ",.-.;:J oJ ' J.A .' . .. ~a ..t. .. ~ ~l..1..1_ _ ........ (,,:;4 . ,L 'G 

aSj1ou30d tne causa of .d1"'tnur , th8 $011 of Geoffrey (John IS el-

dor broth~r j It L:l on uprising i:1 r ei toa, Arthur was captured 

by Joh.n, Hnd thero io 1i ttle douht tiuat .he died at the hunds 

of his uncIa , bain{; drowned in the Sai lle If In 1~:IlJ3 Philip 

SUUlilioned John as 11is v{.4ss~l to anpeal.· before his court in 

11\r&'11c5 . John rof r!.Ded , iln.d !10 wag dec l ored f;ui 1 ty of treason 

and felony , and c{mdemned j~o forrei t his lands in Prance . 

John. was also , li.ke Philip, 'iuvolvlHl in matrim.onial 

d 'rf " . 't" l~ leUL lea . In .1.ueust 1139 he married Irmbel .of $Ioucestor" 

a cousin ~'li thin. the third degro .) , ,;l'i thout disponsation . l.d'-

tor eleven year;;) of married life , Isabel of A·ngouleme took 

hi8 fancy .. So l)'c i'orthwi til had his first marriage decreed a 

nullity Ilnd took IDabo l B.:J 1 is wif-tl . although she was aI -

reaC1Y espoused to Hugh Lusignan, one of John '8 vassals. 

n~'rCf.i L~02-6 he (John) co!urtani ly iuour-
r od Innocent's dlsuleasure, and received 
l!t!JIY le t tars urging him not to in.t$riere 
wi tn tho liborties of the Churoh, and 
tllrea teuing- him with 0110 ki nd or Eleele"" 
siastinl.l,l censure or another for h i s • • •• 
'ill-treatment of cle:ric$t . ll 18 

18 . Mann, H.K ., 01) , cit ., XII . 11 . 122 . 
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In 1205. W:J..~'h1 : """"" Ij' ,j l;..,llf' r> I' i 1,' t} "'~, {~ ;-.,'1" (';:" t.'"· t' h Py·'~ ·11' :d ...... ...i. \.o.! ..... , ~L~ ... J. V je) .It .... ,_ L;J _ V . I t ,,/~ ~ .. li \J ,..... V!..d. .l '".1 •. 1 \. .• , 

.Joh~ calUC lI'i1;o O,;)en ct\!li'liut 1/i '1l1' hmOO'3 (lt II I.. T1~e '}rOllnP!.'·fH~ 
.JO .- • ... • 

~, '"' ~ co! .:. , "';'"'" ~T ~ " .,4. " ·· ....... -"1 ·l -n t ~:)~..;·,~~,... :!I:""t.~~t!_ I!.) l· ' . s. ~.l l~ 1""X"~ ~ ld r <""( rh.; :t~{ ... j 1.0 tJI'~, 'if ,-,~A r. r0) c.> . ~~ .. ~ t. ._ .!.. ,.' _ (,..:. .. V .J . _, f;lI-, i, _, It .. ~/'J ,Ln.,. c:'I ~ 

n '\",h ;"h l' ·~i'('".; ;'1' n~Y"~ ';~ll1j" , .. r~ ,l <it -'li-;·; 'l-\. 
t".4~v.!..a;u "'~vi"" .l. \riA. ... -.""' .. ''''..... ~ ..u. ..... ( ./. · ... l).L·... • 

.... .., "). .. 't ~ 'I 4-1 
~~ll"f ·it;l.h' "I OHn O.Cll ~.te\l " Ie 

el~c bon of .fo~n de [}.c.t;lY t and tlle older monks co~pli '~d rOJ.'· 

the sake oJ p,:;aoB. .Goth parties app~1a lo.j to ~~o:ne . and both 

abbots WBTfi •• ,;\ J' I"> r. f· ,~ 'd' , ... l.: . v't"jl 0 .\..1 -- "; """'I'l' """" 1:> 4-. lOUt-') J.a..i.,A;. - ;...4 '-eCa~t3t) lla Wtt8 i rr~;';'t'l.lb:r ly 

61,:\ C t, "'d'· , ,,,~ , ~ r~ ~.1 r1-,~ t:l7 
\..I 1;} » t.k!..4U ",,'("I ... .l .... (~J 

~ _. ., io''' ("j , .- _~ " . . f"t J0C.;:.olt.;..C ..... 1" 71ft;;. .... n 1 . • .• delef;aiion of' 

-"1' f' t''''-en ""'/"'-11". -f'",o·..,.. i'h''<''~ ,·.f", ..!.. 0' ! t tv.« ~\.-=:.; _ "'" .,"l \"..:u.b v \!o 
'q" " ..,...,,"1' v";'.lou"Ao '.,.J • • 

lutJ...O"'l· -;:. ,-j to ,)··t' l··~ .- 1.1...J" L.I',J~ ,\_ .. U _ .t.l. t }le 

l1aI1l13 of trid 'i'll'iolG ccmunu,i'11 ty , watt to Rome und u)on the ra­

oO;<JJIlanUa ti on of hmocon t I II 013(; ted Cardi:w,l iJtepnell lAngton, 

archbishop of O:.m terbury . 0n J'J.ly 17, ]2 06 tile pope himself 

aonsscz'a ted the rt ima tG"'cloHt of ]1ll~Wlhl. John :refused to 

a llow L:.llll;tQll to en tel" ::ngl;:w.d , so lunocen t thraate:ned. to I'm t 

the coun'&ry under interdict. He ~'1ai ted two yoars longer be .... 

fore f Ol~mally euttillg John off f rom the cOIllL1Unioll of tho 

Church i n 1210 . 

~I'l·om a gOller:.'..l illtal.'diot OVO!' John '8 tsr­
ritorios. the Pope had nroceeded to 'Porson-

1 ' t" ,. ,i ,. 't , · . C o;.:COlUl:lUnlUa lon OJ.. tll(:} lUHjL. l OLU! moniU'Oi.l . 
From t1nr'sona l excommunication ho passed in 
1~~12 to decl.::iri.ng him dE~poead 1'1'0 [11 his ldnr'­
dom e n _ Innocent then wrote to Philin of 
}!lran\.:!c ur'''ing ~'dm to undertake tIle t ask of 
dsnosing :tahn. ;;lnd deolaring thatl if he ex­
pell ed nil'll. he and his heirs should, be kings 
of Erf,'land , ani! tha~ he ,!!Quld r~ake a ~en~ral 
ppeal to t.he fight:i.ng mo.u of Isuro-pe to tlolp 

avene9 the insult which John 'had aast on 
tho uni y0r~al Ohurch' , offerinf'; thea the 
!lame privileges an were offcrea to those 
who fought in the uoly CY..md. I f 19 

_ ___ ~ ___ ., ______ ~ ___ ~, _______ ,_ . _ _ _~ _, _____ , ~_L ____ <_,_ ._, ___ ____ ~ __ ~____ @-

19 . Mann. H.K ., .Q:p. eli •• XI I. n .134. 

;rear nov! overcame John. \'Juan he visioned the great 

09. 
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armament whi(}h Has being f.'athered by the man who had deprived 

him of nearly all his Cont.inenta l nossfSsHions. .iware of the 

4.atred of h is poo·')1.e , he f inally ~:ravm:od . lin asked Innocen t 

to soud a leg';de , throur;h wltom he (Jo1m) vmuld m.ake flHends for 

all the \V'.conr~s he Gonmli t tod a~::a inat tho universal Churetl . Ue 

recei vall Pandv.lph on Hny 13. 1(~13, and ne(lOpted the peaoe for ­

nula . By this John ...... 1) st'lOre to ndmi t the ilrchbiohop of 

Canterhury to his see 2) gnmt~}(1 a free return arid full re n -

toration to all oxile~ and prisoners -- lay Bnd clerical -­

vmo had suffered for tho Church . The pops in turn promis$d to 

lift the inlterdi ct and the excornmunica tion, and to a llow the 

returning bishOl)S to swear again fealty to the killf~ . Thio 

was not all . ~.\vo days lat~r , On ;w,y 15, 1213, Jo1m solemnly 

resi~{lled h is crown and hin realms into the hands of tho papal 

lOff.1 te . He in turn roes! "ted them back a{{ain to be held b.; 

foalty and. hOl!l8r;O an a vassQl of the Pope . John di d this of 

his own froe will in order to save hiz orown from Philip .Aup,­

uatus and wi th the consent of tho barons , vtho saw in ita 

Boans of hum.bling the kingfg insolanee m'l.d pride . ~'he inter­

dict was Ii ftod in ~)ecembcr 121. .. . 

GO. 

John now luade one fina l attellj) t to recover his for mer 

.,Qsnessionn in Prance fli th the he l p of his allies . On July ~2? , 

1~n4, was fou~ht the bat tIe of Bouvines , which was dinustrotl.s 

to John's policy . He roturned to England and seeine the 

barons lear,u ing together against 11i1'1, on J?ebruary 2, 1215 

John ~;ran tad. f reedom of canonioal elect ion and vowed to take 

the Oroas . Deserted by a ll John was forced to s i gn the Ma.gna 



uarta presented by t barons on June H5, 1215. Joth partie s 

t hen app e:'l,led. to the :Pope, as their f oLldal superior .. 

r~Innocont III upon the apTJenl of both par­
tir.s reJeoted the Marrna Oarta beoause the 
barons lw.d defied tho ki nJ; wi til force of 
Brims [:). t a time When John, ha ving promi sed 
to join a Orusade, stood undor .Jhe Truce of 
God . Ellt-1land havlng become a l101 of the 
Holy See. the king could not !':i ve away the 
ri[{hts of the orown wi thout the consent of 
l?-is ~eudal ruperior. .Be9ide~ , the PORo w~s 
ill-in.formed about nffalrs ln Englann anei 
unduly influenced by his le~ates in ":;j~.r 
l and wilO, eained over by John, reporteu 
.:lore favor8b l:y about him t han he tleser 'tled . 
Innocent nromlsod , however, to t flko oare 
that thecl"ol(/n should be contant wi t il its 
just r i g'hts , and the (}largy and the peo-
ple should enjoy their anClont libortien;l 20 

----,~~------~------~------~~-------.------------~--~--~~-~----------,-----------------
<)0 
~j • Guggenborger" A. " .s.rp . git .. I , p . :364 . 

Spa in and Portugal were still busy holdinp,' the Baracens 

in check . Still Innocont III did not hesitate to f orce Al­

phonso IX, King of tJOon, to brea.k off the marriage he had en'" 

tered into with his niece . Pedro II , King' of Aar aGoll, was 

summoned to lloma to recai ve t4e rega l crown, only after he had 
I 

.promised to mako payrnen ts of annufll t ri bu to . Sansho It King 

of Portuf!,f.1 1. '~las nmde to placo his kim:;do1l1 under tho protec­

tion of the Holy See , for fa ilure to pay the annual tribute 

promisod by his father . On July 16, 1212 Alfonso VIII , King 

of Oastile , wi th the aid of the thr(,)9 sovareigns l'let the Bara­

cans at Las Novas de Tolosa , ~mdsuoeeeded in onding Uaracen 

supro,1!l,acy in Spain . }unon.g al l four soveroihUs and the })ope, 

" thars ware t he usua l cases matrinlC(nia 1 
and clerioul , on which he {innocent) had 
to adjudicata , and the ordlnary appeal to 
whioh he had to listel1 . u 21 

<) 1. Mann, iL K., on. cit ., XII , p . 169 . - , 
---- -
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'i1hroughQut his whole pont1fioa te Inno~ent III espou~JQd 

tnn cause of the Crusades. 'tn this r egard Innocent III fol­

lowed the examnle of his predecossors . especially nr b::1.U II , 

who one hundt'cd yoar's beforo had sounded the olaricn call a t 

the Council of Clermon t i ll 1095. when he s3id, 

2'" ..I'''' e, 

tt(l'h is r,oyal cit:;"," {J0ru~alem } situatod a,.t 
tho contor of the ear th itJ now held cap­
ti va by the eneI!lies of ' Christ and is sub ..... 
iected. b:'[ tnose wh~ do, not know nod to 
the \'10rsh lp Qf the . fleutnen . SI)e soefw" 
thareforo , and d GSlren to be Ilb~rated 
and ceases no t to il.tlplore you to come to 
her aid . Prom you esn6cially nIle asks 
succor . beoause as we' have alrt1ady said, 
nod haB conferl1ed uponyoll., above a ll 
othe~> nations, ereat f~ory i n arms . Ao­
cordl~r;ly ul?-de~taka ,.thls jOl,lrney ~aRerly 
for tne remHWlon 01 your Sins. Vll th t he 
~B3ure.nco of the roward of imperishable 
r;lory in the kingdom. of heaven . H 22 

Oge, Fredoriok A." S9u£Pf) J3Q Qk Qf Medieval UistQty, 
p.286 .. 7. 

It was not only a des i re of Innocent III to emulate his pre'" 

dooessors, btl t he vms primari ly anima ted by a Ii vely fa i tn , 

whi ch caused him t o lahar for the success of the Crusades . 

"In the afflicti on of , the tioly fIlnd , which 
the Lord has purchas ed o:y Hi s preci?us 
Blood . w@ are ourselves aeaply afflloted, 
and our grief will be dflily renewed. un­
t il vIe sha ll have learnt tha t it hus been 
restored to it s former liberty . .Al though 
the care of all tbe churohes is unon us 
a t every instant, still our chie'{ anxiety 
and thdt of our orethren is for ti:'1s liber­
ation of the Lord ·s sepulohre, and we are 
for, evor onr;a~ed in exhorting all man to 
assist it . " 2J 

- ; ":l ~'i , . H , • t "XI ' ')~·') ''3 , ~ .... .:) . 46ann. Il . A e, 2p . 01 .. • p .",,)4; 41 
• I :~., 

Innooent III was awarG of the condition that existod in 
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tho Christian. oOI,mtries. 13i t tel' animosi ty existed betvISOJl 

Philip Auguestus and :iichard tmd John of BIlRla nd. whieh 'aould 

prevent either of' them from ~o ing On a Crusade. Germany was 

in the throes of a civil war du,s to' the double olection of 

Philip of ~l1abia and Otto of Brunswiek. so the pop~ had no 

'lope of an m~peror marshallinf~ the forces of ':,urope Hga inst 

the Moslem Turk. Yot undaunted by these difficulties Inno­

cent eontinued to r ush forward the interests of the 0rusades . 

Cardinal Peter of Captw was 'instrumental in having- Phil ip 

liUgustus and Richard of England enter i nto a five year truce. 

Irhree months thereafter Eichard died . r:l'hc let tors nnc1 preach'" 

ers which Innocent had sent out wore instrumonta l in rOLIsinf; 

the people of f!lany l ands . Like the first crusade, this rOl~rtn 

vl'"usade (1201- 5) was under the leadership of the nob iIi ty, 

since none of the kinf~s were desirous of taking the Cross . 

"Contrary to their vows the leaders wont 
to the ass istance of the dethronad enmeror 
at Oonstantinople . It.,.'1other usurpet· , how­
ever. repud i ated the treaty wi th the OX'U­
saders and a t tucked them 'treacherously. 
The crusad~rs with .rpuch ado took the oi ty 
by 's to. m, d.eposed tl1eewsror, and replaced 
the GreeK: by a 'Latin Empire t .u 24 

24 . Bet ten. Rev. l~rancis S. nnd Kaufmann, Hev. Alfred , 
flQdfu:n nQrlcl. p . 265 . 

~- --- -- ~ --- - ~-----

Innocent III was indigna.nt , when he heard of the Crusadors 

seeking- first their own temnoral adV'an t ag-os . fl'he ir con.duct 

had oaused him to fail, just ·.vhare he. had hopod to succeed. 

";id thout havin~ any ~u:risdiction or 
power over the U'reeks ' oried the' Pope , 
'YQU r ashly Vio~atodt~e parity of, y?l1r 
vows;, and, turnlng y~ur arma not, ag''; lr1St 
tho d:lr acens but agalnst the Ohrlstlans, 
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you applied yourselves not to t he r ecov­
ery of J'erusalem ~ bu.t to se i ze CallS tan­
't~nople, preferring earthly to heavenl y 
r l C has . ,» t~5 

_________ • ___________ ___ ___ __ ..... _______ u." __ W_~ ___ _ _ ._ .. ~ .... _ __ ........... 

~5 1~ H K ' °t X'I "",1'17 '"" • .r;:,ann, I . ", .9.1..L .• <11.,..!..., "p • ~b . 
______ ~.-________ ~ ____ ~~~ ____ ~~ ... " w. __ ~~ 

~l t hOl:..gh t he Four th Crusade Wa s s uch a miser at- I e f ai 1-

ure , Innocent id no t lOSe heart " He was encour a::od. in' l;:' l~ 

When Frederick I I, upon be i ng cro,,"med, took t he Cross , as 

well as 'by the Spanish vi c tory ovor t he r,7oors a t Las Hova l? 

de Tolosa . ne ol anned for a second Crusade, which was ap-
~ ~ 

pr oved and endors'ed by toe great ,Lateran Council in l~l.J ' 

but he diec a year before the new Grusade left tbo s hores of 

Burope. 

In the mids t of his relations to the princes of turope 

Innocent III never lost sight of the one great object 1U 

" -lYt . 

iew. Be convoked t he Twelfth ,b;cwneni cal t.:ouncil (IV Later an) 

a t Rome in Noveuibe:r , 1l;:15 , to review all that had boen done , 

as well as lay pl ans f or What st ill had to be performed . 

Although not agreeing f ully wi th what Innocent III had done 

in his relat ions to the princes of turope, the council pas­

sed a vote at' confidence in his policy and thereby placed 

a stamp of approval on his policy, whether in the Ohurch 

or in the ~3tate. 

On h i s \ftfltt t o make peace between. the Ital i an c it ias ; 

"isu and Genoa, so as to interest t -hem. in a Crusade, he con­

tracted a fev e r , and apparently recovered , when t he fever 

afSain l aid h i m low. He diet.. at Genoa on Jul y 16 , 1~16 . 



nSuclf 1J! tis the energy , t ho act iv i ty , ELncl 
the lnfluence of Innocent , that ho Wa S 
a1wBls prepared to C08e to ther~l ief 
of tl1C OPl)r essed , and waS always present, 
~fh en n~eded in any o.uarter ofUlu'lsto~- . 
(lom, (nther personally or by lege.tos,, ·· ~6 

--------~--~. ~----------

'.16: . 1 ~ . . t I I hg ') "" • 13 zog , op . c ~ .. • , .. , p • ..; <.I . 

~-.- - ..... ~ ........ - ~ .- .• ""'--,~ 
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CHfJ?TEH V • 

.!~ v aluat i()n of t hese two Champ ion 

t'Afbe:r the wo rds of the apos tle f if I 
yot pleaset: men, I should n9t be t he ~er­
vont of Christ f (Gal . i~ 10) , we may not 
pu.t as i ue tho law of GO<il. for t he sake of 
nnyonc~ nor for ma1'lt s f avor l eav e the 
pa't h or rectltude. iI 

-- St . Graeory vII. 1 
~~--------~~--~~.----.~--------~~ 

1. Mann , n. K ., .9.11.-. cJl., iT I I J P • '1;G • 

~--~~"'--'~'--~~--.----.--~------.... ---------.-,----~--------------

Try as one may, he can not escape from draw ing the lOfd ­

cal comparison between these two charJpions t Gregory V II anc.. 

Innocent III. Hav ing advanced so far , one must maLe SOI~e 

··val ua tion of them. It i s a fact that such a eOfupar ison can 

nevar be exact because of the incalcul able hunuim element . 

One can neither be certain of th is parson's motivos, nor be 

able to measure the fu~l influence wh ich the other exe rtc~ . 

'i'he chief difficulty in eval uat ing the policy and personal 

qualities of both, is no tloubt the difference in surround­

i ngs, in t he kina of royal or i mper i al power whi ch each had 

t o face . Never t heless, a conclusion. m~lst 'be drawn from the 

ma terial already presented. 

On itpril '=l&::! , 10'73 the Archdeacon Hildebrand was elects ' 

to t he Papacy and he t hereupon took the name of Gregory vII . 

f, t the time of his elee tion, Hildebrand 'wa.s in the earl y 

f ift ies , $ inca he VIas born about 1020 . At an early age he 

was entrusted to his uncle , the abbot of the Church of 0 . 

!Jaria £t.ventinense in 110rne , who trained h im i n learning ani 

vi rtue . Here he came in. contact with the famous abbots of 

• 



the motherhoUSe of Cluny, and llare he no doubt laid the fou.n.­

dat ions of those yirtacs and strength of character, which he 

later displayed. so advantageously . It is to be llotea. that 

his education VIaS received in the City of Rom", . 

HHe saw the Paoacy in its degradation and 
Was to part ici~atc.in ev~ry stage of,its 
reCall ery . He reCEn'lea ID l llor oruets \ re­
luctantly, he tells us) and was attache,' 
in some capucity to the service of Gregory 
VI •••• With him he went into exile in l04'l , 
and STant two illlOreSS ionable year~3 in the 
Hhine-district , then the center of the a~­
vanced reform movement of the day, and. it 
v[as YJrQoab ly at tIds t ima that he received 
the fuonastic habit . In 1049 Lao IX, nom­
i!i~t~d F.ope by' Henry: I II! 'IJfis.fil+ing.the 
chlel places In the Papa Curla wlth lean­
ing ~eformeI'e .espacially:from, this , dis~rict; 
on hlS. way to home he t ook WIth hlm the 
young Hi.ldebrand whose life was for the 
future to be dev~ted entirely to liorue and 
the l'apacy . Va til every data'11 of papal 
activity ne was aSBoci~tea in every leau­
~ng inCHlent he pl~yed his J pm;t; his . share 
;n the papal c,?uncl.ls became l!lCl'eas lngly 
lt1pO~~ant . un t 11 a.t last !l~ ~J'as ~ho Ol.lt­
standll'lg f l~re whose qual~f lcat lons for 
the papal tlirone none couin contest • 

.l.:Sy Leo IX he VJas made sub- deacon and 
entrusted with the task of restoring both 
the bu.ilding and the discipline of the m.on­
astery of bt . fanl without the walls . Later 
he was sent to f :rance to deal with heresy 
in the person of Berengar of Tours , whos~ 
v iews he co:ndemned 'but whose nerson he pro­
tected. by Victor II he was given the 1 11-
portant task of enforcing the decrees a­
.J.tinst simony ~nd cler ieal marriage in 
lrI'a~Ce, where I n company with Abbot Jfush 
of vluny he held synods at Lyons una else­
where . ~i' i th Bishop ftnselrn ot' Lucca he was 
sent by t'ope Stephen IX to Mil an , where 
the alliance of r ope and Pataria was for 
the first t i m6 ceman ted; and from M i.lan to 
Germany to obtain the royal aSSGnt to 
f.itephen t s elect ion. He had a share in v in .. 
dicating the indeuendence of papal elections 
aga i nst the turbulence of the l-{oman nobles 
at the election of Nichol as II , and neain 
in the papal Blection Vecree which was de­
signed to establish this independence for 
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the futlAre. iil Nicholas ,he 'lias employed 
iu initiating the negotiations ,(/hiC!l lead 
to the first all ltUlCe of the rapaey ~i th 
the 'Norm.ans in ~outh Italy. in t.t16 smne 
veal' (1059) his appointment as ArchcieDcon of the Lioman Church aave,' hiu an, irn.f>ortant 
s.<irainistrat i v€ pcsi t IOU; shortly aI'ter­
ward.s occu.rred :~he death of G8ruinal Hum.­
b~rt of ~-)ilva Oallctici(1.p and, HilG.e~rB.nci took 
hls place as the leanIng flBure In the 
Papal lJuria . To his energy anti resolution 
was due the v ictory of Alexanuer II Oil' er 
the r ivaI imper i al' nominee , <lUG. ho hela 
t he first place in the pope's councils 
during the twelve years of ~lexan~erts 
papacy- .. 'l'he e z tent 01 his Influence has 
heel!- exaggerate~ by the fla~ta~y of h;s 
aumlrersand by the abuse 01 Ius enemles. 
He was the rif';ht- hnnri mun , not the master , 
of the l'ope; fie influenced, but diu not 
dooinate Ale xander . 1t G 

t:' .• C})ltlbrid.ge ,Mediergl l-liEitory, J:< , p . Y~ . 

In a word Gregory llIl's preparat ion for h is pontificat e con­

Bisted of an oYper ie.nce of a qua,rter of a century durinc~ 

in various important af-

fa irs by his papal predecessors . 

On the other hand Cardinal- deacon Lotha ire was clecte " 

:Pope on January 8 , 1190, oud thereu.pon took the name of 

Innocent III. At the tLl € of his £Jlection to the papacy he 

Was only thirty ... seven years old . Like l}regory Y"II , he also 

receivall his early education at 1'\on16 . 

IIA young man of some llWaILS , Lothal' had 
stuaiec theology at l:'aris' under yater 0 
Corbeil , law at Bologna under Uguccio of 
Ferrara , the most celebratea of Italian 
decretists . He was first actively con­
~qcted wi th t~le Curia dur ing Lhe pon,ti­
f lca~ e of ~UC1US III , thanks , no tiouot , 
to i:t1 S uncl.e , the f~ture ,.Clement 1.11. 
Durlng the short I1lhgn or Gregory \fIll he 
lIaS mad.e si.:b- deacon, and later on in the 
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time of Glement ill Uarcifial .. ·deacon of tiS . 
I::)ergius an(;. J:Sacchus (lltWJ . uelestine Ill's 
elevation brought t .ue Or-suli , (:nenlies of 
the ~cotta , into pr9JJ1inencE1e. and Lqtht:tr ~uf­
:lerea temporary ecllpse •••• ln ~t~e Gurlfl nc , 
ilas probably ttlen the young raCi.lcal who ht.c.. 
to 'be supprcssfHf for fUVOC2. t tug cl{as~ ic 
mf.H:\sure8 as agsuLst tne cautlon or oldeI' 
heads. fI 3 

3. the Gam.b.ridge U:.!;2.di§:rv~l~Hi§tory , \II, p o''' . 
- .. ~--

It \Vas pro"b;;ibly not much before 118'1 that Lothaire returned 

to Home with a compreh.ensive knowledge of law and Holy Scrip­

tures , which was to manifest itself in his every action . In 

contrast to G·;regory VI I, Innocent III' s prop~rotion was a.l­

most exclusively theoretical . 

ljoth G'rseory VIl ~nd Innocent III at the tim.e of their 

elevatioxl to the pupacy Vler e not priests . Neither of them 

sought or even desired the papal tiara . both had exerted 

their utmos t pOYler anu influence to have the Curia bestOii 

the uignity and responsibil i ty of the Pr i macy of Peter on 

another , but to no avail. Illhey both than reluctantly as­

c and el., the chair of Peter , and were then consecrated priest 

and bishop . 
Once se ated on the papal throne Gregory VII began to :I:'e-

form the Church by the reformation of the clergy. 

itI! the Chureh WaS tobe fr ,ee, its members 
must 'be freed -- freed from aependence on 
princes , a!1~ fr~I!l solicitude f?r the th~ngs 
of th,e wor.i.d. S lJ1l<?~Y a..~4 clerlCall1larr lags 
must be w!tolly era(llcat ad •• • • !&en who . oPEtnly 
floute c. the laws of the Ohurcll on thls l1'1-
portant matter of celibacy Viere notlikel 
to be 'Part icula.r about the corrunandments ill 
general . 

iPhe other ~reat evil Ylhich ~ias choking 
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the Church was simonv . 1'he llr inces sold 
bishopr ics and abbacies ~o flny who would. 
Fay . tneir .price for, them., $.nd impo8e~ 
theil:' nOf.llnceG on the Church of ton ~nth­
out allowing the semblsnce of an elect. ion; 
and in turn the bishops •• ,. • sale every ec­
clesiastical office in t he i r powor. hu 4 

---------~-------,----~------------ ,------~~-----

11 n 1'J rr ';t· II ~I 3' <"\ 5 :.: . r;lann, \\ . A. ., 012_,0..1.., vi , I) • .) .. ... . 

t f i rst Gregory VII attdillpt ed. to 1n"ing about t heSE; re-

orms by mutual agreemcnt and negotiation; when t his did. not 

bring the desired results , he acted by decrees , issuing his 

orders and demanding blpl ici t obeu ience. Gregory VII cal led 

upon the l aity t o assist ill the enforcing of the decrees by 

refr a ining from at tending any sarv ices COndv.cteG, by t h'6 (;. is­

obenient elerics -- he thereby lUudG the people ' trle uxecutors , 

to B degree , of his will. 

nregory VII was de t ermined to oorrect the evil of in­

continency on t he par t of' the clergy, and t his could only 1e 

done by erad icat ing simollY. But t o achieve this end it VJaS 

necessary to put an end to the practice of lay- invest iture, 

and thereby wi thllraw, once and for tlll, the power of appoint­

ing IlO!!dnees to spiritual offices. 'rhe second IJenten Synod 

(1075) decreed: 

n' if any Der80n should accept a bishopr ic 
or an abbacy from the hands of a l ayman, 
such one should not be regarded as a bishop 
or , abbot , nor should he enter a church un­
til he ~ad given up the place thus) lleeu1-
ly obbn neo. •••• rfhe sane rule shoulo. apply 
t o the lower offioes of the Church, unci thut 
any person, oven i f he were emperor or king , 
who shoulci confer all iuvestiturf; in connec ... 
t ion wi ~h any ecclesi~i~t ieal o,ff ic~ , shoul _ 
be cut f rom the co:mmmlon of the Cnurch. t If 5 

5. Al zog, John, OP e ci t. , II , p .4b? 
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By this reform Gregory \i I 1 evoked. only a tWbuty-seven year 

strueg1e between It.1rlpire and Papacy which 'Ila ~ only comprOmi S6c. 

I th C' "1" . ]l ··~ a"t e 'ounCl " 01 ;-l onas In .• ~(..I . 

The one gr eat object which Innocent III always kepi "be­

fore his eyes was t h€J reeen0rst ion and reform of bo th the 

laity and clergy of the Church. The clorgy must be better 

thnn the l a ity, and ull must b e obedient to the Apostolic 

;:>ee , whose decrees were inv iola te. 

HBecause Illilocent believed. that bishops 
were set, to rtlle ~ he Ohurch ~f ~O(l , and 
l.' ecc.use ne knew tnat the subJect was 
like the master, one of the chief tasks 
he i mposed upon himself 'cas the elevation 
of the episcopacy. He would ~lve This 
fellow- bishopsf good, and' zealous , llS he 
could. n~ t be. eyeryw~ere hirn.6~lf . It. was 
es:peclHl.ly ¥It tn a V 19W to b€n: .. t: able to 
?orr~ct the luxury of the prelat~s.thfit 
ne udopted that slmple ~le 01 Ilvlng •••• 
Dometimes their luxury, roInetimes the i r 
magnificence , 80metiraes law suits, an,' 
occasionally no dou1)t pe rsonal avarice, 
kept some of them in constant want or 
noney, and their imp ecuni~sity led them 
into simony ruld into inventing devices 
for eluding, the laws that alreaul existed 
aga iust it. _ But Innocent trtl,ckec ther 
to oaJ" th .. h b 

6 . Mann, U. K., .Q.lh. cit., XlI , p . 268 . 

Innocent encour aged the local bishops to correct an 

reform the inferior clergy . He elso strove to check the ac­

cU1!lulatioIl of benefices in the hands of one person, whi ch was 

contrary to the decrees of the Lateran Uouncil . Like hi 

prectecessors he also condemned clerica.l m.arrin~cs . Innocent 

aced a period of monastic decay . so he Bet about to refor 

the monasteries by direct communication with the abbeys , anti 
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b 'f't·, -1' ~ • th " tl . i' Y gl'S 01 money_ ,be \fleW-eo. Wi lavor 10 rlse 0 new or-

401;"8 of a practic<ll n'lturo, wh~ther, ,the clerical or lay ele ... 

t 
., ~ 

1en ' ure~omlnateQ. Innocent af'p roved of the order foundeu {lY 
~ 

St ~ Fn:mcis /J '1ihicb wo'U.ld 'Nin men to 11oci's service thrm.tgn 

their hearts ; that founded by Bt . Dom.inic, 1ib-icn would gr .. in 

Il1en for God's sorvice 'by the i r minds ; ane. th~t foundee.. by ~jt _ 

Clare , which cont~ajned tho unusual favor and. priv ilege of 

novertV. It wag l~fi; to tIle successor of Innocent III to 

issue the fOTr:l.al sanction of all three lof these Clrders. In­

nocer:..t realized th12.t new methods of work \'H~rG needed by the 

Church , and hs did not let pass the .meanS pl ac.ed ;j h is dis­

posal by th0sechre€' advocates of monust ic ism. 

11Th6S6 ideas were n.et nmv ' in the histo:ry 
of the l'apacy. They were as 1l1uch the lUeas 
of ~t. Gr$~ory Ii II as of Ir.noc8nt and as 
much the iUt.1as ()f tst . Gresory 'the Great as 
of Hil<ietrfmd . At work \lv_ring the whole 
lifetime of tho Papacy before the davs of 
In..flocont III, they had from tinw to tim.e , 
in the grip of a strong mUll , or from pre­
disposing circum.stances,1. received~ a more 
extended appl i cation. tInder any cona.itions, 
wi th the leaven of !Juch id6<.t~l at 1io1.'l{, the 
Government of the Church must have becom 
more anti mO!"(i centralised , must 118.V6 d.evol­
Veil more and more into the hands of the 
f'opes. l1ut when they had the.he~d ax:d 
hoe.r't 01 sucb a P1all as Lotharlo Gent l as 
seed- r.round, their grol~th in the directi on 
of centralisation \'las P.lJ,X'Kcd . Innocent 
-as 110 innovator , but he d i d i,lOt forgot 

prececi.(;nts; he exnoundcc. no new theories 
i th rogarci to papal autho!,ity , b,!t he shom -

ec. how the old ones could Dc a~nlled to 
fresh prac~~cAl CEtSE'1S; una., i f lie ,made J;lo . 
ne\'l laws, nl~ ~reat l egal :\{110Wl~ llge ap.a.. hlS 
keon sonse of Justice enab l ed t11m to brlng 
many new cases within the grasp of the ol~ 
enactments . iI 7 

7 ?,1? 1:1 'K • t X''' ·,.. " " 6' ""7 • )1 ann , J . ! . , a p. c 1 , ., 1.1 , p . ~b - • 
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It was inGvitable that through the reform of the abu.ses 

in the Church both Greeory vII ~3nd IllIl.occnl't III should come 

In con!l ic t wi tll the tempered rul(~rs of the ir ap:e.. ljecause 

of this , it has frequently been as serted, th~t the aims of 

bo th 'lHJ re to e£t<~·b lish a unl v,arEal mona:rch~r with the bov ~r-...... *"--- ... ~ .... 

eirsn Pont if f ut its hea.d , and all other ru.lers as his V:;'IQ­

sals . It was -but naturt;11 that each shoulo. h;;lve his own i aea 

and policy 01 the origin of civil fowf.:r. 

The policy of Gregory VII is admirably SUl;lme(! up in 

these words: 

nSeeing tho \'1Q}.~ ld SU>.lK in VJickc(lneSS anc. 
threat ened vii th impcncUng ruin, and -b e­
lievin>.S that the rOfJ6 alone could save it, 
\frego!'] 90nceivoci. tne vast d~si~I1 9£ ,fqrm­
lng a u:rn v ersa~. th~ocrli~J1y~ "Jt: icE ~l1oulti _ 
embrace every Klngaom ot uhrlstenaOfll, anc. 
of wriose polity the Decalogue should be 
the lundamental principlo. OV(il this com-
monweal~h of ~&rions tUe l'opol1as to PI;O­
Slue • . 'Llhe ~T)lrltual power 1ra8 '1;0 s~an(1 
related to tne tcmpo:rG11 as the Bun t o the 
\lloon, imp~l'ting ~igh~.ana. ?trel).3fh, w i~hout , 
nov/(;ver, tleBtroy111~; it or dCnflt1lng prlnces 
of their sovereignty. n th·~ ot her hanu, 
temrofal princos liiE:rG to be 0 19ou 0 DOW 
'before tho au remacv of liod's law and to 
recof"-.r;}Zi "lrtt B,S . ne BourClil Ol~l' O~'1l" 
"urisulcion .and. OYler . Sliould any prince 
ret use 0 renQE;r lS }.Ioma,q6 he Vlb.S to 
be at on.ce cut off from the body of princes 
('ol1tposi1J.g the theocratic ullihnce, cll:.1nied 
th€ nriviloges at taching t o mem.bership , 
and decla-rse in6apt.b lo of bein~. the repre­
sentative of God aruons the UhrIstian reo-
pIe. ifhllsl. _when elll the trn'ono~ Of tiW 
earth shon d lean upon the Apostol;l.c bee , 
then, end. thCll.Ollly , would juetice harmony, 
peace , anu LUll ty relgn throughout t he ~ror Ill . ft 8 

8. Al zog, J . , op . Sii . , lIt ~.4a9-90. 

Innocent III , on the other hand , was intent u.pon making 
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the influence of the rapacy felt throughout the length and 

breadth of Christenaom. 

Jt!fhe l)apacy has a preemillenc~ over r9ya+ty .. 
The authorIty of the latter IS exerClsed 
on earth and over the bodies of men; that 
of the former in Heaven, and effects their 
so~ls. [i~~s rule o~er particular COUll7 
tr16s t provlnces, anu.lords; but I?ete~ 1S 
superIor to then all In power, ar~Q enJoy 
!he fu.llJ:.less of a¥thoritY'1 inasmuch as he 
IS the Vlcar of HIm who has the supreme 
dominion of the world ••• • For through this 
union is the f ai th propagat ed, , heres¥ ex­
tirpate~ , virtue maueto flourish, Vlces 
rooted out, justice presorveu , inIquity 
held in check~ peace secured persecutIon 
almlishec., ann pagan bar, bari ty subo.ued. 
It insures the prospori ty of -the .t::mpire 
an<l the liberty of the Church is an ear­
nest of bodily security and t~e salvation 
of the soul, and guarante es the rights of 
the clergy and those of the State . Ji 9 

9. Alzog, J ., QP. cit,. , II , p.575 . 

Innocent III , like Gregory VII, looked upon the Papacy 

as the mother of all the churches, and hence he had to exer­

cise unceasing ca:re over ' then . Since he was the Father of 

all Christians he was only lnteresteu in the affairs of kings 

and pr inces as his spiritual sons . 

ttHenc'e he felt that he had eo father's right 
and power to correct wrongdoine in his fami­
ly, 1f that wrong were done even 'by the 
most distinguishea of his sons . But if he 
bel iev·et.. that the 'paterna potastas' over 
kings and peoples was his natural and acknow• 

' ledged right h~ wishe4 ·to exercise ,his 
. pare1'l'tal authorIty ratlonally, and In accord­

ance with the dictates not merely of jus­
tice but of mercy. He was , therefore , most 
-careful ~9t t2 eAercise his repressive . ' 
powers wlthou" real reason, anu to forb l d 
his subordinates to exercise the power of 
excommunication without good and sufficient 
causo. JI 10 

10. Mann, H.K., OP t cit., XI , p . 5~ . 
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~ver since tho grant of land made to the ~overei.an .Pon­

tiff by repin the ~hort in 753, the Patriuony of st. Peter 

had been quite extensive. When Gregory if II was elected pope, 

he had 'no fear for his tem.poral indeFendence. The emperor 

as the proteotor of the Papacy, so he in turn was to see 

that no injury should. 'be inflicted. upon the l'atrimony of st. 
Peter. When Henry IV had felt the bcoul'ge of the papal ana­

thelIUl he marched on Home. Gregory VII knew that the Homans 
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ere loyal to hrm. and would res ist the luv ader • In 1uscany, 

g.e could rely.on the devotion of Countess lJatilda, but against 

this must beset the hostility of the Lombards. GregoryVII 

then appealed to Hobart Guiscard , uuke of Apulia , Calabria , 

and Sicily for protection of the :Patrimony of ~t . feter , and 

the possible need for their assistance . Hobert Guiscard was 

a vassal of the Yope , wl~ in distress could remind him of 

his oath of fealty. Guiscard did aot , although his motive 

seems t o have been self- 4ggrandizement at the expense of th e 

Patrimony of ~t . Peter . 

Innocant III, on the other hand, was a resident in the 

hostile city of ~ome . He did noi even have tha loyalty of 

the t{omans to count on to assist him. }~early all of the 

Patr imony of St . l:'eter had been wrested from the Uhurch by 

Henry VI. Innocent first restored t he Papal supremacy in the 

ci ty of Home, by obt ~ ining the oath of fidelity from the 

iI!lper i al prefect , before he would inv~st him with the powers~ 

of the off i ce of prefect . Innocent then 

"took the Lombard League uncl.er his pro­
tection; concluded an al liance with the 



~~scan cities, which he f ormed into a 
le~gue suborcl~~,la~ed to papal aul;h9ri ty, 
una thus provluea at once fo r thelf own 
freedom~ and the defense of the Uhurch 
against the aggrossion of t he J~mperor. Ii 11 

11. Alzog, J. , OPt cite) II , p. 575. 

Innocent III regarded the separation of the kingdom oJ the 

<lh .. O Sicilies from Garmany as an essential condition to tho 

independence of the Church. This he brought about when the 

,.~mpress Constanco , upon the death of her husband. , Henry VI , 

asked for and obtained from Innocent I II the feudal grant of 

Sicily, Capua and. Apulia. Innocent IiI , therefore, had first 

to secure the ratrirnony of tit . Pe'ter , before he could engage . 
in the reform of the Church, while Gl'egory VII was blest 

with the whole united Patr imony of St . Pot or, and two val­

iant defenders in Mat ilda of Tuscany and. tho N'orman Robert 

Guiscard. 

'~ ~ile Gregory VI I and Innocent III were engaged in the 

reform of the Church, they did not overlook the prot ection 

that should be given to the l aity. In 1074, when Gregory 111 

heard of the trials , hardships , and. sufferings of the pil-

rims who journeyed to the Holy Lund , he was desirous of 

setting on foot a mOVGment to assist the Chr istians who were 

suffering from t he repeated blows of the Sarac~ns . He had 

ddressed e, circular letter to all defenders of the Christ ian. 

fa ith informing them of tho terrible suffer ings inflicted on 

the Christians by the heathen Turks . 

"Wherefore if we love God , and regard 
ourselves as Chr istians, We ought to be 
overwhelmed wi th grief at the misfortune 
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which h&s lBfall~n so ronowned an empire, 
and at the terrible slaughter of Dhrlstian 
~cn . But we ~uct do Illors tIllin gr iev e; 
the oxamgle of OUf Hedeem~r JJlust move us 
to sacri.l.ico our lives for thec. Re our­
self intend to do all in our power to help 
the em~ire. In the nam~ then, of that 
faith In which through Cfrrist we are united 
b~' the adoption of tlle sons of l.~d. we ex­
hort you, and by the authority of !3lesscd 
fetor ? Prince .01' the b.J?o silE;s~ weuriS.e you 
to let the wounds and blook 01 youroreth­
ren, and the dire peril of the empire , stir 
up your sympathy, SQ that you may be ready 
to unciergo the toil of bea.ring help to 
your brethren. Let us know wlthout delay, 
and by reliable ffiessen~erS t whut the acre] 
of Goa shall move you ~o do . " 12 

12. t~ann , H. K., OP e cit., VII, p. 63 . 

r" urope 'Was not ready as yet for a Crusade , so the echo to 

Gregory's call to t-ttake the l:ross" was but very feeble. He 

had to look on with anguish of heart whilo the kastern Uhurch 

dr ifted further from Home , and the l!:astern lSrApi re was headed 

to destruction. 

Like Gregory VII , Innocent III also desired to rescue the 

Holy Land from the degraa.ations of the heathen rfurks. 

uIn the affliction of . the Holy Land, which 
the Lord has pu.rchuscci by His precious 
Blood, we are ourselves deeply afflict.ed. 
and our grief will be daily renewed, untll 
we shall have learnt that It has been re­
stored to its former liberty . Althou.~h the 
care of all the churches is upon us at every 
in8tnnt~ still our chief anxiety anc that 
of our orethron is for the liberation of 
the Lord's sepulchre , and \fa aro for ever 
engaged in exhorting all tlen to assist it . " 13 

13. Mann, H.K., op, cit ., Xl , p . ~32- 3 . 

In the face of countless difficulties Innocent continued to 
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push forward the interests of the Grus~des . He org;;;.nized 

the Fourth Urusacle uncer the leadership of Irinces and nobles . 

The Orusaders forgot their VO'i:S, ~nd sought first their o~n 

temporal advantages by going to the assistauce of the deposed 

emperor at Constantinople. Although this crusade was a fail­

urc Innocent III persev61'ed in his endeavors to free the Holy 

Land from the yoke of the heathen Turk. He was instrumental 

in organizing the l*:uro'pean hosts for another crusade, but 

died before this crusade l eft the shores of Italy. 

tToW' that one bas drawn a compar i son between the out­

standing reforms of laity and clergy and the idea and policy 

of an universal theocracy as expressed in th~ twelve year 

pontifi.aate of Gregory If II with the eight een year pontificate 

of Innocent III, one is in a pos ition to draw a few conclu­

sions as to the character of the respective men. 

Gregory VII was possessed of an indomitable will, un~ 

flinching courage and persistent in a cause once espoused. 

~To r esolute moral courage and strength of 
will he added an unbounded devotion to the 
interests of the Church and intellectual 
gifts of such emilfence that he r~Hl(:l- ily toof 
1n th~ most compl I9ated facts, 'd lvlnea thelr 
Solutlon, and appllea a remedy. He was self­
~eli~nt without being pre~~ptuqus •. Gr ave 
In h lS ut terance and d I gXllf leu ln hlS conduct , 
he was neither vain of his perHona l mer it nor 
proud of his power. His very enemies were 
torced to a cknowle ,lge tha t hIS morals wer 
pure and h is life above reproach •••• t.lregory 
held that love should be tho measure and 
standard of everything. ~irit ing to the 
narE;ruvine, Beatrice tl and her daughter, 
athilda , ne says: ' The love we bear God 

shOUld inspire us to love our nei~hbors , to 
succor the needy, aDd comfort the ~ distressed. 
To act f rom this motive is, in my judGment, of 
greater merit than fasting , watching, and ot her 
good works , be they ever so numerous, because 



trUG love is superior to all other virtues.!l 14 

14. Alzog, J. , 21:, cit ., II , p.491-2. 

Innocent III was a schohtr and fa. high- minded, farseeing 

ruler of men. He wa s a llian of stupendous intellect and in­

domitablo energy. He had Ci natural capacity for ecclesias­

tical governruent, enhanced. by l!is comprohenBlve kno'lYlev.ge of 

law. 

"If Inn.oeentt lik<i G-regorv vlI. ••• to whom 
he was eminently super lor'" in capacity for 
business, and in kno\jleclge of law and theo-
logy, ha~ h~~ a~ occasiQn to,disp+ay his 
t&lents In clfflcult and try. lug CIrcum­
stances he would unauest ionably have 
prove~ hiwself the grealest £opc that sat 
OIl the papal throno from the days of ,~t . 
)~ter t? h~s ovn. And as. ,i t YUH> , no pope 
ever gaineu for the Holy ::)ee a ~reater 
mea9ure.?f influence and authority. Neither 
is It llKely that anl pope has had a deeper 
sense of the rcsponS10lllties , or a more 
exal ted idea of t he off ice of the PUIHl.cy; 
llor.ha~ anY, other pope eve~ shown so deop 
an lnSl~ht luto ~unum affalrs. or an eg,ual 
rasp 01 the manlfold and varied relatIons 

of the world , of human thought , passion, 
ana prejudice . "15 

15. Alzo~ , J ., ~. cit ., II, p.585 . 
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Althoueh their way of accomplish i ng tho ond ti8S dif­

ferent , both Gregory VII and Innocont III held the same views. 

In the eyes of Gregory VII and Innocent III the papacy was the 

only power able to check the insolence of brute force , an 

the violations of human and divine l aws. Civil authority 

uthority should be in accord with the sp iritual, and both 

should cooperate in the defense of the Church. 



; 

«7he Stato is the society of bodies, the 
Uhurch , of souls. 'nle former is the king­
dom of men, tho Is t ter i>h~ Kingdom of Godl 
The Church UDes not. d~cl?ire w~r on the · 
state , she e.>:tends to it the ha.nti 01 friend.­
s11 ip.. If the Stat e helps the (;hurch, sho 
blesses it; if the btate respects ner lib­
erties, she asks nothing more; if the t)tate 

t lacks U,.ese 1 ibel t ief> , she shE/Ucs her 
blood rather than al1o~ it . ror she cannot 
renounce her mission. t:he has received 
charge to teach all nations.. She is res­
ponsiLle to L~d for tn~ salv~tion of human­
lty, and wit.h r<9gard to this duty , every 
man lws the right -to call her La account. h 16 

16. Kurth, G., OPe cit., p.25 . 
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Translation of imnmrtant raed i eval do CUlllents are herein 
given which are not elsewhere translated. ;:)ection 3 
on the struggle 1?etween the ~pire and Papacy was very 
help! al.. App:t;0Xl1J.a t ely aov~nty-sov~n dOCWllel1ts are 
presented" WhlCh are very illu.stratlve of the era as 
well as tne leanings of the reop ec{;ive parties. 

2~ Periodicul articles: 

Gibbs , Eleanor, ,n"w.t I .. ed to Ua..'1.09sa. Tho u.ght , III, 4 (1929) 
p. 552- 69. 

It shows that the reforms advocated by Gregory VII 
were the cause of the conflict between the Papacy and 
Henry IV over the policy of lay- investiture. 

3 . Ca;tholic BncycloEedia , lJew York, Hobert Appleton, 1912. 
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