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Jedieval nistory is tue nistory of tue union of Jhurch
and State. 1In order to understand sscular aistory one wst
afrmant it to a deproes with the nistory oi tue Punucy. One
must not study tne Papacy in tae lirut of tns pressnt, but
ratiner in ths licut of the past -- under tue circuastances,
ideals and customs of that meneration,

The two most misunderstood popes of ‘iediev:l nistory
are fireyrory V11 and Innocent I[I. Secular iistorians
charge tnem with using every anifting of fertune to in-
cressa tne spiritual authority and the temporul possessions
of tne papacy. They were dinlcmats and opnoriuniats, and
nence did not nesitate to nliv upon selfisih motives, when
tasy could sroure an advantase by so doing. ‘wregory VII,
in nis deeclarations on 2 world theocracy, laid the founda=
tion for world conquest, Innocent III, even beyond the
moat ambitious plans of {(wsmory VII, used tue declarations
of ‘wegory Vil on the relation of state to Church to advance
nis most gelfish desipns andg satisfy als lust for liaitlous
nower,

The writer ig desirous of revealing tie richts and ob=-
lirntions thiat befell botn Church and stats, when the .loly
doman Zmpire was crouted in 800 a.D. de intends to show
taat waen Gregory VII and Innocent IIl excommunicated and
even dancged some temporal rulers during their respective

nontificatas, toney had no other choice -- for tha law of the



shurch and the law of tue kinmdom made the temnoral rulers
either retraot or resret -~ and it was not done with any in-
tention of world conquest. In a word the writer wisiies to
give Gregory VII and Innocent I1II the credit that is their
due, and thereby remove asome of tue misconceptions about

tien,



Yictory of cCuristianity over laginism

“dow, there wus about this time Jesus

a wise man, if it be lawful to ¢-1ll mim
a man, for ne was a doer of wondarful
works, -~ u teashor of such men &9 re~
ceive tae trutin with nleasurs., ue drew
ovar to him both of the Jows, and many
of the tentiles. .e wns {the} Christ;
and wien ilate at tne suigestion of the
nringipal men amonggt us, nad condemned
nim to the cross, thoge taut loved him
at the first did not forsake nim, for he
appearad to thom alive a2muin the tnird
day, 28 the divine prophets nad foretold
tiege and ten thousand other wondarful
toingzs congoraning himg and the tribe of
charistians, so named from him, are not
extinct at tiuis day.,” == Flavius Josephus®

l. Flavius Josephus, untiquities of the Jewa, ~VIiT, cuan.d,

B2, nadil,

Christianity, according to Josephus, owes its origin to
Jesus of .lazaretn, It was de who guve to fils followers new
teachinss and noral nracticas -- the spirit of chaarity, jus-
tice, obedience to law, nurity of morals and sanetity of do-
mestic 1life. <Jhristianity was wredicated on love -~ the love
of 7od and the love of one's neighbor,

“It was a love tuut was to join in one
body tiiose whom suspiojon and prejudice
and pride of race had hitherto kagt A=
part. ‘“here was tnus formed by the new
religion & comuunity of the faithful, =
doly Gmpire, desirmed to gather all men
into its bosom, and standing oprosed to
the manifold polytheisms of the older
world, exactly as the universal sway of
the Jaenarg was contrasied with the in-
numerable kingdoma and oity republies that



4,

had gone before it.,” 2

2, sryoe, Jumes, Tha idoly oman Umpire, chap. 8, n.Ji.

#hen Christ perceived that :ls eartily mission was draw-
ing to a close, de wis desirous of perpstuating iis work by
appointing someone to be the visible head of ils Churci., .me
of dis apostles, Peter, after making a profession of fuith in
the Divine Hature of Christ, was cnosen to be Jhrist's snc-
cegaor, as Jhrist thus addressed him --

“Blegsed art thou simon, Bar-Jona; because
fleah and blocd hath not revealed it to
thee, but my Father wiho is in heaven. .nd

I say to thee:; That thou art Peter; and up~
on inis rock 1 will build my churcﬁ, and

the gates of nell shall not nrevuil agninsti
it, and 1 will give to tliee the koys to

the kingdom of neaven, and whatscevsr thou
shalt bind on sarth it shall be bound also
in heaven; snd whatsceyrr thou ghalt looge
on sartin, it shall bs loosed also in ,
neaven,” == {Jdatt. iV, 17-19; John X1,15-17)

These words convey only one amsaning, numely that Peter, and
in him his successors, was to be the head of the Christian
Chureh,

"Potar is to be to the Church wiat ths foun-
dation is in regurd to a houge. :ie is to

be the nrinciple of unity, of atability, und
of incrsase, :e is the princinle of unity,
gince what is not joined to that foundation
is no part of the Church; of stability, sinoce
it is the firmness of this foundation in vir-
tue of which the Jhurch remains unshaken by
the storms which buffet her; ef incresus, tor
if she grows, it is because new siones are
laid on this foundation....Thes only m:nner

in which o man ecan stand in such a relation
to any corporate body is bﬁ possessing author=-
ity over it, ‘The suqramo ead of n body, in
dependence on whom 2ll subordinate authori-
ties hold their vower, and he alone, can be
gaid to be the princinle of stabili%y, unity



and increase.' 3

3. catholic lnoyolopedia, rope, X1I, p.26l.

The Catholio Jhurch at its inception wag wheolly Jewish =--

her Divine Mfounder was a Jew, the ipostles and discivles wnre
Jews, the first converts were alsc Jews, IThe anostles rejard~
od the Jews as the cnildren of od, 7The three thousand per=~

sons whom Jt. Peter baptized at Jerusalem on the feast of

Pentacost were Jows of the dispersion. 4

4. 1} Those Jews wino remained in foreign countries :ifter tne
roturn of their conntrymen from the 3Sabylonian captivity.
.!) The scattersd sommunitiss of Jewish emigrants in coun~
tries outside of Fzlestine.

St. Petor addresgsed Jews exclusively when he said,

"Therefore let all the house of larael know
most certiainly that God hath made both .ord
and Christ, this same Jesus, whom you have
orucified.,” == (Acts II, 6]

The Jews did not wish to closa the doors to the gentiles,
Hather, those mentiles who desired to accept Christianity,
were allowad to do so by at the same time accepting to a de-
frea the same rijghts and duties as the Israelites by birth.

"In a word, withoul denying to anyone the

right to adore witd her the true wd, la-

rusl expescted each worshipper fo raveive

from her, in some way, the investiture, to

becorne a Jew in more or less measure, ac~
cording to the rizht he wished to enﬁoy.” b

5. Kurth, Godfrey, The Charch at the Tmrning leinta of
uiatory

» Dedl,

"The Jews §aw in the Church a synagogue of
superior order to which God had revealed
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the obascure meaning of the prophecies, but

a synagosue nevertheless into whioh no one
could enter without being a member either
?y bi{t% gr by adoption of the people of
AraEdl,

6. Mo. p.32.

Christianity was atill a national religion, and seemed doomed
to be nothing else. It was at tais moment that an eventful
scene took place, which is minutely preserved in the jatg of
.m' _‘w .t_lﬂ.ﬂ »*

There was in the ciiy of (Caesarea in Palestine, a cen=~
turion of the Homan army, named Cornelius, iHe was a just man
and God~fearimg. Ons day an angel appeared to him saying
that his prayers had been agreeable to the Lord, and that he
wi3 to send for one Simon Peter who was tinen living at Jopps,
in the house of & tanmer by the seaside, Cornelius obeyed
and despatoned three men to the apostle,

"and on ithe next day whilat they were
geing on their {onrney and drawing nigh
to the city, Peler went up to the higher

arts of the house to pray about the sixth
our.

And being nungry, he was desirous to
taste something, and as they ware pre~
p?réng, there came upon him an eestacy of
mind;

and he was the hoavens Opened, and a
sreat vessel descending, as it were &
great linen sheet lat down by the four cor-
ners from heaven to the eartn,

therein were all manner of fourfooted
beasts, and oreeping things of the earth,
and fowls of the air. .

And there came 2 voice to him: Ariae,
Poter, kill, and eat.

But Peter said: Far be it from me; for
I never did eat anything that is common and
unclean. |

and the woice gpoks to nim apain the
seoond time: That whioh God hath cleansed
do not thou eall common,



dnd this was dons thrice: and presently
the vessel was taken up into heaven,

Now whilst Peter was doubting within
nimgelf what the vision tbat he had seen
should mean; bshold the men who were sent
from Cornslius inquiring for Simon's house
stood at the gate.

and when they had called, they asked, if
vimon, who is surnamed Petisr, were lodgnﬁ there?

~ 4And a® Poter was thinking of the vismion,
tge Spirit said to him: Behold three men sesk
an,
_Arise, therefore, get thee down, and go
with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent
them," =~ (4ots X, 9-20)

Peter went tc Uassarsa, and baptized Jornelius und ais
family., They were the first Gentiles {o enter the Church who
did not first nass throush the synagogue. The other apostles
followsd the sxamnle of Peter and they were thereby

"overthrowing the whole hierarchical order
in the relations among nations; tney were
abolishing the privileps of Israel, and
compelling the people of God to mingle
henceforth with ths crowd of newcomers of
ovary desoent who were about to invade

the Churoh,” 7

7. Kurth, Godfrey, op. gif., ».39.

all the outraged feelings of patriotism, all the pas-
sions of self-love, and, perhaps, also of sslf-~interest were
let loose apainst tails innovation., a4t the Oouneil of Jeru-
salem (52 A.D.) the momentous question was discussed, The
Council flung open the doors of the Church to the nations
with these words,
"It bath seemed good to the Holy Ghest and
to us, to lay ne farther burden upon you
than the pnecessary things.”
The Council of Jerusalem had sawved Christianity at the

sacrifice of Judajsm., It had killed the national pretensions



8.

of the Jewish poople. The Church

"had just separated her cause from the
precarious deatiny of a nation, OGhs had
raefused to espouse the cause of the petty
gontingenciss of history se as not to fail
in her universal aission, Feter's bark
had out the rope that bound it {o port,
and was gaining the high asas whers, with~
out doubt, thers awaited it storms, but
also miraonlous draughts of fishes,” 8

8. Kl.u"th, {}Odfrﬂ}" M&t. pi4.3o

About 42 A,D, Home was nmade the center of the Church by
Petor becauss it was then the canter of the kunown world.
Rome thereby was not only the povernmental centor of Lhe
Homan Imrire, but also of the Church,

It was inevitable that Ohristianity was to arcuse pop=
ular sentiment agmainst it in the Homan Zmpnire, OSince the
astablished ways of society -~ trude interestuy, family lifs,
popular amusements and the aoccented reliplous obssrvanceg =«
were perme:ted with idolatry, immorality and frivelity, the
Christians held themselvesm aloof from them. The new relision
seemed o threaten indefinite disturbances,

"This popular feeling naad beoome stroen
long before the soverument, although |

nad decided to treat obstinate Christians
a9 outside the laws, had yet ascquired an
impression that they wers dangerous cutlaws,
or tuat the c¢ase recuired any veary seri~
ous or systematic treatament, .dd to all
this that tne repular worship of the gods
was thought to guarantee_ the dtats against
calamities, and that neglect of it night
bring disaster unon the whols community,
For, indeed, the public religion was the
consecration of the Stats, and in a manner
the bagis of it. ind the Christians, not
contonted with quietly disbelieving, must
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orenly renudiate it," 9

9. Rainy, Hebert, Xhe dncient Catholic Church, p.ll.

It was just a matisr of time before the government decided
to act, The reougnance and irritation in many was sufficient
to disnose un hostile action by the uwagistrates. ‘They un-
aarthed old laws -= which were no longzer in use, but were not
repealed == to justify their acts of death sentences for
hristians wio obstinately nersisted in the offense apgainst
anthority and before the tribunal. The masiastrate treated
Christianity us bsing beyond the protscticn and permission of
the law, when ue considered it -=

“first, as a perturbing social influence

agt to spread, secondly, as intsrfering

with the religious sanctions on which the

gystom of the empirs rested {and even with

outward deference for tnem)}, and, tinirdly,

as creating an obstinancy o} temper wiaic

refuged to pive ey to admonition or to
nunighment,” 10

10, Hainy, Hobert, gp. ¢it., n.l3,

The government was very determined to put an end to tiis
new fancy which aiaed at the very roots of the imperial power
by opanly repudiating the nmublic religion. 3But to no avzil,
The major persecutions found Christianity, not destroyed, but
rapidly increasing, having been purged in the crucible of mar=-
tyrs' blood, seeing that thelr afforts wers to no avail, the
eunerorsa deciaed upon less drastic action, Trajan, for oxample,
maintained that {the specific aocousers of the Christiaung had te |
appear aguinst them beiors tney could be ssnienced to the

deatu penalty.



'That the Church should remain for an{
length of time in o hostile attitude to-
wards those nations amoung which she had asuc~
ceedod in eslablishing herself, and where
she was daily growing in imnoritance and in-
sreasing in number, is a suprosition that
would be at variance witn evary slement of
ner naturs, and anta%onistic to tae renius
of her 1aa{itutions.‘ 11

11. alzog's Undvarsal Church uistery, I, p.463.

The peacoful settlement came in 313 ..D. when Conatantine
publishad at ¥ilun an edict, giving to tne Christians the un-
rastricted right te practice thelr relipion throughout the
Homan empire. Constantine prssumed that Christianity and
Pagranism could sxist amicably side by side. This ulone is
sufficient to siow that Uonstantine did not aﬁpreciate the
true relations betwsen Paganism and Christianity. GS5till his
polioy left Christianity at liberty to spread,

"Christianity, which had so long endured
all the avils of bloody and relentless
persecution, required n¢ more than the 2uat
toleration of an equitable emperor and the
prohibition of all violent interference with
divine worship, to thoroughly permeste every
order of socie from the lowes{ to the
higheat, and to finally recommend its clainms
at the throns of royalty of waioh ii{ after~
wards beoame tho firmest supnort,” 12

12. {)LIZOE.‘:. wc. I. p.%ﬁ.

i0,
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Gradual Growth of the Papacy to the Holy 4lliance

"The Church during her seojourn on earth,
oalls tomether caildren from all nations,
aud forms a scgisty of nilprims esbrae-

ing men of every tonsme., ohe takes noheed
of diversity of customs, laws and inatitu-
tions, since these ars necossary for the es~
tablishment and sscurity of the peace of
the world. Instead of changing or abolish-
ing these, sne, on the contrary, preserves
and adopts tinem; for although dlversities
ma{ exist among different peonls, these
will always tend to the generazl good and

peace of the world, provided only fﬂiﬁﬂ?‘ﬁ
[ 1 SHCh 8 caaraciar -
3 bo that ralizion 1n walch we are

ht to worsh p the one omnipotent God.," 1

Le 3t. aumgustine, Je Civitate Dei, XIX, 17,

Aver since the time of Petsr, the Church has aimed
faithfully to comnly with his precsept "Hear (God, honor the
King" (1 Peter II, 17). Peter theraby recognized tae sxis-
tonce of two perfact societisn, the Chursh and the State.

"The State exists to help man to temporal
happinsas, the Jhurch, te etermal., Of
these two nurpcses the latisr i3 more ulti-
muts, man's greater pood, while the former
is not necessary for the accuisition of the
iatter, The dominating groximata purpogse
of man must bs to earn hls title to eternal
saivation; for that, if neceds be, he musat
rationally smcrifice his temporal happinesa,
It is clear, therefors, that the purpose of
the Ohurch is hiﬁhag in the order of Divine
frovidence and of ripghteons human endeavor
than that of the otafe. Hence, in case of
direot ocllision of the two, CGod's will and
man's neead require that the guardian of the
lowar purmose shonld yisld.” 2

2. Qatholldc Jincyolopedia, State and Chureh, XIV, p.2bl,

11,



gtill the problem of Chureh and dtate did not arise,
until the decree of toleration by Constantins., Up to that
time the old religion of llome was nayer more than a depart~
mont of the State. Constantine saw that Christianity

"wasz zomething that could realize the re=
1igious side of the Rmpire in & nobler
ferm than Aupustus or dadrian had ever
dreamed of == a universal Church that
could siand beside {he univerasl impire
and worthily support its labors for the

. peace and welfere of the world, Iut for
this Eurpoae unity was essential. If the
Chureh wos divided againat Itzelf, it
could not helg the Eapire. .orgse than
this; it conld hardly be divided apgainst
itself without beinp alse divided against
tihe dapire, C(ne ci the partiez was likely
to agpaal to the emperor; and then he
world have to decide between tiem and make
an _ensmy ©0f the defsated party; and if he
iried to eniorce his decision, they wers
likely tc resist him as astubboraly as the
whole Ohureh bad resisted ths heathen em-
parors.” 3

iigto A }., pllll

He sou7ht to have unity in the Church, ith the consent of
the Pone ns therefore called an ecumenical couneil at Kicaea,
His one objsct was to moke an end of division, so whatever
pleased the bishops plessed hinm, is had thereby eatablished
formal relations with thoe Church, whioh culminsted in the de-
crae of Theodosius in 3972, which forbade the practice of ob-
solete paganism and which recogmized the Church as the stute
ralizion.

"As =moon aa liberiy of conselsacs was es~

tablished the Homan world in its entirat

asked for admigsjon inte ths communion o

the faithful, and bsfore the fourta centur{
had drawm to a closs the papuns gssw themselves

1z,



reduced to the state of u discourared minor-
1§y. Christi.anity bad become the religion

of the euperora, the religion of the pro=-
vinces; its limits wera co-extonsive with
those of Lline 3Smnire.” 4

4. Rurth, Godfray, 9p. git., p.45.

The Church by demanding a more ri-id uniformity in doe~
trine and orranization apd in making more and more vital the
nction of 2 visible body of worshipners united by narticina-
tion in the same georaments, maintained znd revived the doc-
trine of unity, which was being lost hecauss of the division
of the Imnirs. It is a3 siranpe coincidence that Theodosius,
who recogpized the Chureh as the state religion, wis the last
to rule over tue whole lloman Zmnire, Later on the onensss of
the bmpire existed in name only, siuce tha emneror ruled in
Jonstantinonle ever since Jonstantine movad tae seat of pov—
srnnsnt there from Home,

The conception however of the Homan Smpire was that it
#as eternal, because its dominion was universal. “ith the
decline of the Imnirs, ths Church kept nlive the idea of a
universal gpovernment,

“iitn the triumph of Chriastiasnity this be=-
lief had found 4 new basis. Por as the im-
pire nad decayed, tane Church had grown
stronger: and now while the one, trembling
at the upproacn of the destroyer, saw pro-
vince after provinoce torn away, the other,
rising in stately youtu, prepared te fill
hor place and povern in her name, and in
doing so, to adopt and sanctify and propa=-

gate anew the notion of a nniversal and
unending atate,” b

5; Bryﬂa' Jaﬂeﬂ, Mi_t-, pozlo

13,
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