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During the s~enth and seventeenth centuries Eneland was going 

through a serious spiritual crisis. Throughout this critical era t he 

Society of Jesus established in l5Lo played a construotlveltole .. 

The purpose of t bis thesis is to depict the struggle of t he Je-­

auitsto establish themselves in England at the same time t hat they 

were assisting the Catholios and converting the heretics during t he re­

ligious persecution of Queen Elizabeth and King James i. S:j.nce a com­

prehensive ohronological picture of this oonflict undergone by t he Je­

suits While entrenching their Society on the Island has never been writ­

ten, it is the intention of this writer to preoent that pieture , begin­

ning with the offioial entry .of the Sooiety into England in 1580 and 

concludimr. with the fOl"!llation of the Jesuit English Province in 1623. 

A group of religious men intending to expend its energi es for the 

great er good of souls must be well orcanized; hence , t he Jesuit Superi-­

ors desired to form religious houses J commonly called colleges , for their 

members in 15ngland, and eventually to establish an English Provinco. 

The spiritual confusion reigning in England during t his per iod could be 

counteracted only with spiritual order; 'w1th this the Society was well 

equipped. 

The obstaclee facing t he spiritual soldiers o£ St. I m1atius who 

were forming . the spiritual English beaohhead were r.w.nifold. It. barrage 

of diff iculties _de .a vpritable din' (1) there was the initial problem. 

of or~anizing themselves into a well- knit religious unit on the Island; 

( 2) t here was the lack of a Catholic hierarchical orr:anization wi th i.ts 



ally of bishops giving authoritative ~ uniform direotion to the priests 

and their £locks; and 0) there were the penal laws v41th their penetrat­

ingl y eff ective forces of spi,es:' ptll'suivants, fines, prison l ife, torture 

and death. 

The aim of this t he.sis is to oapture for the reader the indomitable 

spirit with which the Jesuits met the powertul politico ... religious opposi ... 

tion of the times and to show also how, in the face of seeming insur­

mountable diffieulties, t hey worked to save souls) to encourage t he Ca­

t holics, to oonvert t he heretics, and to sol18ity t he establishmento! 

t he Society in England .. 

'I'hewthor w1shes to express hel' sincere gr atitude to t he Reverend 

Clarenoo J. Ryan, S.J ., assistant pro.feSSQl" of history , of Marquet te Uni­

versity, tor t he in1 tial inspiration that lead to the develo}:J!lent of 

t his thesi,s. To him she is likewise deeply indebted £01' helpful sug­

gestiot:1s and part1dula.rly tor his kind enaourageroont in seeing the 

workeompleted. 

Sister 1!. Lllian Schmitt, F.S.1' .A. 
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CHAPTER I 

JESUI TS ItJ ENGlAND DURn~G THE Pl1E-lU:;SI OU DAYS 

Into the jaw'S of death, into the mouth of hell rode t he soldiers of 

Christ to bring courage to the faltering" light to the blind_ comfort to 

the sorrowingarui heavily burdened, and peace to t.he hearts 0:( mon. ]!;ven 

more, the soldi ers of Christ braved deat h in order to rescue souls from 

eternal perdition, to save a people of a nation frOOl. completely disin­

heriting its mother, t he Catholic Church. 

The Endish ~overnroent with i ts state<-established r eligion had de-

elored war ~,.reye:~Jed doctrine, t he supernatural life and spiritual au-

t hori ty I' ~specially }ls exemplified in the Catholic Church. Henry VIII iJJ'u 'e 
. Cl.- r\.,4.<lf 

had erred in 1535 wben he had made himself hend of the Church of England, 

t hus severing the Englishman's spiritual allegiance front the head of Chris­

tendom, the Pope of Rome. '!bat war was to ra(',El Llore or less tiercely f or 

nc3l'ly two centuries, a war that the government knew would end in complete 

defeat if aU or most Englishmen were again to accept the spiritual au-

t hority of the Pope. The shot had baen firedl But true to medieval war-

far-e, battles were fought , 11On, or los.t only intel"l!lit tently. 'I'hi s con-

fl i ct proved to be no exception . In approx1l1lately one decade the estab-

lished religion changed four times, naoely, 1547, 1549, 1552 and 1557. 

The successive changes brought about confusion) indiff erence tcmard reli -

gion, and the idea that, in all likelihood, another change would soon oc-

cur. And it did. 

'ro reflecting minds it has alwnY'S ooen a subject of astonishment hm' 

t he Cat hol:lc religion of England lived through and survived the dark ages 



of persecutillln. A glance at the reco1'ds of the accomplishm:e.nts of tr.e 

JeS1,1its in 1i:ngland ai'fOl'cis at I .east a PGl'tial ¢lue to the preservation 

2 

of the .faith under Divine Providenoe. 'l'lley , as a compact body of clergy ... 

men, present m~n of the hi ghoat standard. Of educatiou, lllaIlY ranking EU!¥.)og 

t l'le i'oremostooholars of E.urope j allot them, disciplined by a long ,spir .. 

itual trainin,~ and, /iloting in unison U1'ld~r l Qcal Superiors 'With: one gonet-.ll 

head.,vrore di{3persed into every Qonntyot Englmld and Wales. 

'l'OO f;l& 111en we.l'e bQund t o win against discouraging Odd$ . 'file spi r it 

of t he Society of Jesus was military in ita i nception. St. Ignat1ns, the 

founder Of the Society" W$,$ a Basque nobleman-soldi er" who .. in lS21 had 

his 'leg shatteved by c)'oannon ball during the de!enee· of NavaJ7l."e agaUlst 

the Frenoh.. From a bed o.f pain he rQse like a good sol-diel" to conquer ...... 

hims~l£ . After "it lonely vigil ~brougb t he night befo:re the 'Shrine of Our' 

Lady of Montserrat in nortbeastern Spain, he placed his S!fordat th.e teet 

of the Queen of' Heaven, .8, soldier offering himselt" bea:rt and hand,. to 

the absoltlte service of her Son, Christ.. Thus was concoiVed t he spirit 

on whioh St, Ignatius founded an a:t'm'J of diseiplincd soldiers wbo'Vfere to 

sally .forth to ft.ght t he battles of God, and frOll1 t his $piritsprang a. 

new reU~'iotl$ t';)tder of men. On Septelltber 27, 15110, it waG approved by 

Pope Paul H I. 

For a pa.nor~ of the Jesui .t s ·' ensuin5 struggle in En,..lancl, it is 

neeessair.r t o note briefly the interest i n t he So.ciety matrifested on this 

lsla.nd since 1531 when St. Ignat 5.u, paid 'it a ,short viai.t., 

He CQI!1e to beg tor alms I Cor be Vias then at 
Parls, 1i ving entirely on enari ty. Nor did he come 
in Vain, fer ~, himself has left. it on record t hat be 
"there roeeived more alms t han in all former years," 
t hat 18 to ea:y, more than he had obtained in aU his 
annual begging tours in Flanders. ]. 

1 J ,H.Pollen" S.J., W£he First J e sllita in Great Br itain, " ,ijou,th, 
1903 , l02:647~S2. 



Later, remarks Father Robert Persons, S .J ., St " Ignatius wa s in 

frequent COlmnunication with Cardin<u Pole who assisted him in founding 

t he Gew,au College at Rome, to l!tui.ch . according to the saint' s original 

ideas English.inen should have been admitted, and in fact Viere. He even 
2 

a sked Cardinal Pole to send more . 

3 

2 F. Shroeder, S .J ., pr ir;!Ordia Colle§ii (iermanici, 139, 162, 237, 
cited by J . H.f'ollen, ed. ,Catho1i~ 'Reco~d 1Doc1ety, 21106 n. 

As early as 1553 the Soc lety incorporated epecial pr ayers to bo 

said by its members for the preservation of the faith in England. After 

St . I gnatius' visit, r ecords have it t hat nFathers Salmeron and Brouet 
3 

touched at England on their way to Scotland and Ireland in 1541, 1542 

3 ~onumenta i:listorica Soc. Jesu, fascioulus 116, J . 1l . Pollen, loco 
cit. See also J ~ 1l.'iSol1en, · liThe First Je·suits in Great Bri tain, fI I~ontii'; 
1903 , 102 :647-652 . -

and }l'ather Ribadeneyra was here i n the suite of the Conde de Feria in 
4 

1558." 

4 L. l))lp1a(}e J l' Anrr:le-tette at 
.narty!9 du 13 .. Edmond Campl..on,. e~ n .. 

Credit for the fir st apostolic work done in England by the J e suits 

goes to rat her Roger Bol bet and father Thouas King -

. .. ·ather Nathaniel Southwell , in his cat~o~ 
~rimorum Patrum et Fratrum, p .7, states t hat. t~ 
\ather entered the SOciet y , already a Prl.estJ at 
touvain; t hat he is pr obably the same per son who i s 
called in the touvain Oatalogue f or 1,69, P • Roger 
An~us, rille EnglishmaU} ,}'fcfeot of. the Chijrch and 
00 0SS0r- o f t he Eu5li{ijl, and in 'the following year 



he is notioed as having been sent to lbuay to s tudy 
( Cat al . 1$70) ,; t,Qat he is prob'.ably t he seme who is 
nar.led in t he Ind¢x PersonaX'm of t he Ooncel"tatio 
Anpli cana , 'lao gel" ~bbet, f$ru}s t , ,exi1c, It rOT' he 1'!.'1$ 

CQl'.i!Jr;Qoly so caH ed; t M.t Father Thomas Fi tzherbert 
testifie d t hat . -wnen he was a boy of ten yeareot 
aee (t hat is , about 1562) , he o;ftGu $caw t he same 
~ather i n England , a s eo Priest, . and t hat he was of 
r epute among th~ Catholics 0:£ his t itr.e , a.l1d '-as t hen 
a J esuit, and tJ'>..at hence he (Iritzh{~rbert) I t,hough a 
boy, bor e him f.l. l'3pec i al aft 'ootton , which , ado ::. 
Father Southv/all , lIif it be so, he I)1U"t, needs be r e­
garded 8,8 t.h@ fir s t of t ho So-eicty' 0 rnisstooel'o in 
England. J! 5 

4 

$ H. Foley, S.J ., ad ., Records of t t.e t n;;:lish h'ovince of t he SO­
ciety of Jesus during t he J.6t h 8l"A 17tfl .CGnhlrJ.c s , 7, part 1 :',0=71 and 
parC2 : iG20. 

If Father Bol'bet wa s the first .)l1isrli (;)no!'), tItan Fat oor 'f,homas lii..'lg, 

aecord.i.ne to present records, lVas the second . A nati ve 0·'£ Hales and a 

son of wealt hy p8:reut a , he ent erGd t he pro.f:'es5(;d house of t he Jesuits 

at Rome , ·Jul y $, ' 1$61 , "Then be was about t wenty- seven yeOl'S of age . At 

t hat t i rr<Ei he '\1&S al r eady a p:riest and had obtained hi s master s degr ee 

i':rOlll Ox.:'ord. Before joi ning t he JesuitB he had been oU oTed two eccl e­

e;i.astiaal benefices in Eflgland but '\:,11e se\!'ere perseeutionaolllpellcd hm 

to abandon all. He was r eceived into t be S'ociet y by Father ~:Ver.lrd l!el'­

eurian t hen Provincial of ColoWle. M't.er s.t udying sever al years i n Rome 

he was sent to Bel gium and t'inally to England in 156b in order tG con ... 

sole and adntin:tstar the sacraments in secret to the afflicted Catholics • 

Evidently he did not long remain in EnGland f or it i s r ecorded t~nt he 
6 

died in GermMY' in March 1565 . 

6 ' Ibid., lh37-1i~38 . -



:; 

It is r eadily understandable \'1hy young Catholic EUfdisl:imen nare 

att r acted to the Jesuits . Since the Order was fast coning into vie'\' 

as a protagonist against the adVmlC9cS of Protestantiom, it was sure to 

gain the attention of the English fugitives 'Who were often young Illen in­

cl.ined to the clerical sta:te; furthermore , since the Jeani t Fathers on 

the Continent were conducting ~lchools of hieber l.earning f or laytlen as 

\'lOll a~ directing studies in some sec~senrlnari0s, many a: young Eng­

lishman pllr:luing his education abroad in one of these institutions , de­

cided to adopt the way of life to which his professors were consecrated . 

"By the t ir:l.e of t he last sessions of the COuncil of Tront some thirty or 

forty had been already enro~.led, and a few had completed their religiOUS 

train1nJ! and ".-ere at work; gener ally i!! the oountry in whioh they had 
7 

entered. 1l 

7~ J . II .Pollen, S.J., Englis h Cat holics in t he nei~ of Elizabeth, 
105- 106 .. 

"ather Nathaniel Bacon, S .J ., ~eneraUy knmm o.s Southwell, lists 

brief a.ceounts of nearly 120 English member s wlw entered t he 
8 

the yea.rs 1,~6 to 1590. 

ciot,y frolll 

8 Nathaniel Bacon, S. J ., Catalogus Pr:l.r:lorum Fatruro at Fratrum 50-
ciatat:i.aJe~ ex Anpia, contained iii So. l''oley, op. cit:; 7., parT2'Tirl. 

_. ~, ........ ---

lItlonJ't the earliest recruits . rer e fathers ThOtlla5 Lith. William Good 

and Thonas Darbyshire. Father l.:ith or Ush seems t .o b e the first, but 

he, is rather diffioult to i dent :if-I f''rom the records on account of the 

custom t hen pr-evaillllt; in Ital y to designate students from En!:land by 
9 

t he suroome Inglose . 



9 J .B.Pollen, S. J!, liTho First English Jesuit, " I~onth" 1909, 114= 
428- 431. -----

It so happened t hc'lt t here were v.~'O Thoreanes from En81<md i o IS55 and 

1556 r espcctively* Hence the confusion. Thomas Lith was acWitted to 

t he Societ y in Rome at t he a.ge of nineteen by St., I enatius h:iJllsclf1 
10 

June , 1,,5 .. 

10 Knox , Alien, 33, cited by P. Guilday, _______ p _ ______ _____ _ _ _ 

£Uge~s on t he cOnttnenh 122- 123 • 

. eferrine' to Fat.her Lit h, Cardinal Allen wrote to ChauncYJI pr ior of the 

English carthusians at Cam:brai on August 10 , 1577, "One of ~ich or der 

(Jesuits) being somewhat young but othel"WisEl exceedi ngly eXi;)r cised, \\(o.s 

m..any daes s@me years past in Encland , where he did reooncile oony and 

did l!lU.ch Good; a.nd yet because he was yonge et 'Pi mollibus ves t iebatur 

t o cover his order, ~selfe hard yll spoken of him in En~andj as now 
11 

onrs bo . ,j 

. 11 Col1ecUmea, 463 ; N,., Ba.con, S .J., CaW1o!plsJ(I'imorum Patrum et 
Frat~umt S. J oj l , eited by H .1-'oley~ ilecords of: tile En'1hsh hOv:LnCe or 
tbe~c et;.yof Jes us , 7, part 2 : 14bo;;:.:lliliI . 

Fat her iJilliam Good of Glaotonbury r e ceived valuable Church p:refer-
\ 

ments during the reign of ~lUcen Mary and was a canon of lie11s Cathedral , 

all of which he ro~iB1'lod f or conscience· s scl<e after the accession of 

Queen l!llizaDet h . He retired to Belgi'l.tm and ent e r ed t he Society Qt Tour­

nay, 156 2, at the seeo! t hirty- flv.e. lIJU'ter hi s r e turn f rom Ireland in 

1570, Good was stationed at Louvain, and t her e r econcU ed Robert Persons , 

Fellow and Bursm." of valliel Col18ge I Oxford, t o the Church, Whereupon the 



7 

conver t abandoned his medical studies at Padua. and "I'ron'" to (ton.e to enter 
12 

the Societ y .of Jesus .. " 

12 H. Foley 1 op~ 01 t ., 71 part 1 ~ 307, 572 . S-.';lO also J . Brodrick., 
~,.J ., ~ :r-t'0j:,l'SfS3, or the Jesui ts, 30~ n .. 

Another Jesuit who entered at this early per i od was Fat her Dar~ 

shire of Worcestershire, a nephew of BeIDler, t he eat..~olio Bishop of 

London . 

• ... ·.Aft er ~oeiv.i.llg Holy Orders be beoa..'!!e a 
Doctor of Ca."lOn La".'! ar'..d Divi ni ty . HE; 1£1 as succes­
sively appointed Archdeacon of Essex, Canon of St. 
Paul l 3 , Chancellor of t he Diocese of London, and 
lastly Dean of St , l?aul l s . Upon t he acccssion of 

oen Elizabet h in 1558 , be conspicuous f or his 
constancy in defending t he and net fait h , was in . 
conoequence deprived of all his prefer ments , dig­
nities , and alilple f ortune . Lat~I' he suffered izr.­
prisoDll".ent f or t he fai t h; but eventually he ll§ft 

ngland and entered the Society !-jay 1 ~ 1~63 at the 
a ge of 45 . He , like Father Good , did not return 
to Erw).and t o engage in 1lllsnionary work . 13 

13 H. Foley , <;lp . cit.:! 7, part 1:193 . 

S?1lle noted Jesui ts Yihoeuter ed l ater and 'who in most cases returned 

to England during the era of persecution are ment i oned by Father Persons 

i n his 'memoirs ~ 

And aoe upon T' yeare of ya Jubily v,.eh was 1575 
mett it entered at Rome diverse a.t one tirlle , as by 
name f~ PersonSi , f . HenI"'.{ Gal~nett , f . ;;m ~.eston J f .1, . 
Holt , all Oxford Ill.en & afterward empl oyed in ).e W.s­
s i on of England . F ~ Ths St ephens also" now a pci.n­
full f.;. fruitful labourer i n yeeaot Indies & r:f1." J ohn 
Lane rnr of a.rt of COrpus Xti College 1.'1 Oxford & of 
great expectation, t hat dyed afterwards a t Alcala in 
Spain I It!' Gall op £0110\'1 of mew Colle ;'r,e ye dyed in 
Rome , all weh I sGY,coming a s it were together from 
diverse parts 8t joining in t hat resoluti on to abandon 
ye.wor ld & all hopes t tlereof to f ollOlY out' Lor d Jesus 
in t hat his Sooty , r,avea certain aboadraent to all 



14 
c.a.sO ) 

men of some matter of importance to ensue; &. $0 did 
.f. Campi an l:lX'ite from ?-.cague il:t diver se l et;liers unto 
Fl' Persons in Rome t hat hadadvortised hiul.' of their 
number & entran.ce w gether in yo BocY. 14 

raons , edi by J . ihPollen, S.J ., 

I n a let ter to I<'at hcr Campion, ~JovE..'Illber 28 , 1578, ~athcr Robert 

11'50nS re;joi eas over the numoor of En>tlish J esuito • 

••• • Bael~ in Rome the Englisbe Seoi narie goethe 
f OUl't he well for t hor be a1Jnost bO persons under the 

vernnent of iii of our coL'lpanie . ~:e or hoorat 
Rome noW 24 Ingl1show:m of the S06ietie, wl.'lerof fyve 
hath entered \d thin this monett e one named lir . l~ol 
which was oncl;) of Orinll colledge lll..;l,ster of Art, and 
the other .fower came hythel" from Parisse 1111 excell­
ent towardly yowtl1s and all have endyed the courses 
of philosol'hi a .. i i of them <lX' YOT countI"'"jlilen borne 
in Pater noster row', one named Harwood and t hother 15 
Std t he > lytle dootor Smythe the plwsi tions nevew •• •• 

15 J..ettor s and Itor!lol"i als of Fnt her Robert Persons , edited by L. 
Hicks" S.J. , cn£fiolioReeordSOcictll ' ~9.1-2", 

Tho five who entered ,tdthin the month to ",hoLl Fat her Persons refers 

<ll'O Blos$ed Robert South'l'JeU and ,Matthaw Marshall , October 17; Nicholas 
16 

Smi'l>h and Edward H .. 'U'\lrood , October 29; and Wi lliW'll Holt, november 7. 

Soutmlsll , S .J., C 
citedby' L. UicltS; 

In addition to the Enr,lishr;;en entol'iu,e t he Soci.ety of Josus, the 

Jesuits had another tie t hat bound t hem to EIUtlanti ~ Upon its soil t .here 

had fall en the blood of' Jesuit tn<ll'tyrs priOl ' to the official cOl>ing of 

t he Fatht.'l's in 1580. This first blood was shed by Father ThOlr.a s j';ood-



bOUSE} at Tyburn, June 19; 1573 • 

• • • • ,:i1.liDXl Woodhouse was born of respectable 
arents; was by profession ePriest; ;IUS seized 

while celebrating the Holy Sacri.fice at tho a1tCU" ~ 
in the reicn of Queen EliMootb; cast into prison 
fo'!!' t hat ouuse, and at'fox·.ded for ~avQral yet 31's ~"Uch 
.::m e:"nmplo of pi e tvr and eon3ta.ncy ac to eude&' him­
Gelf to all. He waG infle.med with so gx'oat a love 
for the Soci >ty of Jesus , .:md desire of entering it, 
t hat he YJl"Ote to the Super iOr in PGll'iS, G<ll'tlostly 
entreating him to deien to admit hilti(mw.blc indeed 
to be present in person, thou.gh he Vias so in heart); 
and begeing '(.hat if not ·thou ght wort!)y to j oin t,.1-Je 
body of the Society, he l11.1r;ht y-0t porUeipato in i till 
mer its and indulgences ,- provided the oon~~titutions 
of t he Society ~rmitted it •••• l 

------~----~~~--------------------.--------~----
11 H. Foley , op. cit·., 7, p.art 211257-1260. 

Aceording to the reoor d in the Flee t prison, Fat!ler ,,;oodhouse was 

ine.u'c erated there f;ay h, 1561. flThis ya the namos of all the bishops 

doctors &. prisreB that were prisoneX"s i n the Flytte fo,!, t<.C;lirion Dynse 

the f:vrste yere off t he r ay-gaa of qU011e Elizabeth ano dom. 1558 ••• • a 

9 

po pria-to 61" Thomas ¥fo,odbo'f/s SS s conanyt tyad on It b off r~ 156lU 

BritS-ah r,luseum, Horleian MSS u vol. 360, If.7 and 34 nnd the 
cord Office , cited &.i J "p . V'OIlen, C.rt ~~h , 1:48- 49 I ' 

--------------~----------.~ . 

ciho1.:lse I S t r ial. he had gained fevor with the keeper 

of the prison and hooce .s able to say Mas;; d.aily in his cell .• .e cade 

secret excursions to hb friends by day and in eenera.l was free in t ile 

prison. He used t hose pr i vilcbea to do weh spi ritual rood. .t his 

trial.. however , he VIas c.ondemnod to de:. th for hip.h treason . Ho was 

t hen l oaded nth fe'iite:rs and publioly insulted by t hcboys wbo called 

,." i..?l derision lithe Pri est. /I He 11M 1'10W thru~t into t hat pert of t 

prison set asi de for robbers, a dimn:ll pla<:es. He was vi.sited by the 

heretical preacher1 t he fuan of St. Paul' s , who had boped to lure him 

11 



10 

intO flo t.ho ~~ m."''t1l'i~;loti t..tx1 ox ~out.i..o 1.~V>~~ to 

c 

;7 · « J i ... · .~~ .... ___ ~ 

l~ 7,~. 21'12~F'" 
~ if ' . ' , ~ P . ·. td · t )f!:;) ' I .... ~~ .- ". "'*'- ~~~ 

al!cd. 

tl d&1:Wid tfiJ$ ~tcd. uouw. 

b:rutol. 1'/hUe$tUl qUm"ters 

tel' thl0 thQ quavwJ.'~ t<WlJ, Cil'Ilur.eJ:}d~ ¢!1 too four antes I/) 

tho o1t.v uOO: his hoa.<l 1'~~ unon j.on;..i.On l1.""'idi'1C ,. aooor-dinl1 t o tilo OOV-

a~ 'OOiil """,. "',.. ",.~ ... ", I'>.~ .... ~ 

ro ~.ir~ .... 1. " .. 2~1457-1:2(~., 

",~ $C1oount. of t heroic OOlU'OSSOl" the l'tdth OO~~ to 6ive a 
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detailed insi::t11t into t :18 usucl. treatment of pri ests durtng this f.>eriod 

of 'oersecut ion (l.Dd ",gain est;ahlisoos the f act tlut Queen EU!!':abct b 

t.tr oUllhoui; her entire reir::l"l was p¢'rsecuting the Cat!1ol i C8 for thoir 

faith; und, as evidenced f r ot) tbo ccti on of t he crowd at Father ':;; exe­

cution, she i1aS f a st auee.coding i n unde:nnining "the CathollQ :rel:l~ion in 

her dollUlin. 

".Illbthel"' mart J):' I.ho nay in time be l isted on tl logy 

i n i 'ather Jo!m Nolson who died f or the fait h at Tybur n , :?obr uaF.f ) . 1578 • . 
To dute, i t i s rl.1tr.®r diffic\ll t to state YJl:-'.ethe-r he was actually r ece i ved 

into .the Societ y of Josu" • 

•• • .. At prec)ent nO sllch decided confu'7nator;t 
'ooi5 of tho aQrdssi on of tlD lIlal.'tyr Nelson have . 

beon dis.covored as in the case of Fat her \:1ood.l1ou:;e , 
0'1' of Fat her Rober t JJl dcllet O'n, rnIlr't'ft •• , •• He probably 
kept hi s secret , as Fat her WQodhouse clid, who oovo!' 
r evon.leti ,it uut to hi s O\ill confosoor. :10 sinpl y re .. 
cord and loave t he f act as i t :'s b.opin~ t hat ' f'ul·t,lmr 
:t'escer cn may confil"l'1l. t ile str,tt ement o·r Fat ber Ste-
>benson.s Iltlcien.-"lbl e th~ English Provlnce one day t o 
Olai.~l M ot,her and $0 gl~ions a je<'le l for her dia­
dem . 

'1 r oi d ., luu3. See also Libel' Vitae ~ IJ.001"olog;rr of the Ent';lish 
~Pr..;..o .... v:...;;in ..... ;;,ce~· _0..;;1;.. ..... t ,;;;;ho;;:;., ..;;SO;.,; .. ~o..;;.i'!!-:;r of Jesus -;-17 .. ~ 



QHAPTl£R Il 

CONSIDERATION OF THE EOOLISH JUSSION BY nm; JESUI TS 

iThen t he order was .gi'wm to send the Jesuits to england, April 18 i 

1580, i t was not a bl ind J blundering comliland .. Those who s!1mt . thO!(lnnd 

t hose who went knew that the odcls t · according to natural eval~ation, lYOre 

decidedly against than. The Jesuit Superiors were very hard to convince 

t hat t heir men .should go on thi$ dangEi:)i'Qus vent~e ~ 

To Oarciin.'ll Allen must be, given much credit for getting this enter ... 

prise started.. He tad, hovrevell.\. aocording to records now on. hand. an 

excellent col laborator in Father Robert Persons; S. J ." wbo aided h:iJn i'n 

urging the 'Jesuit apo$.tolat e for Engla.nd~ 'i'he matter bad , been casually 

discussed bofore , but Allen in hiseol.'1i6sponcienee m 1576 broached it to , 

"ather MercurianJi the General of the Society, and Fat her Parsons carried 

the matter stUl further during the ensuing year. 

'!'here is on hand a w$.nted. doew..ent of cardinal Al1.en t s addressed 

to the Jeslrlt Qene.r'al or to one of his chief asaistants ., The approld ... 

reate date of the dooument (1$75 ) 'lIJ.aY be gathered .from the referenoe to 

Campi on's recept.ion as a tlQ'Vice . l'he doc'UlT.ent .sugges ted. memoranda on 

the F;ngl1eh mission to be diacus:i3ed wi th t he Father General and one of . 

the i tems was theobta:i.ning of' Jesuits for England_ On the smcul an­

nexed memor andum .uterest ing comments were added: 

•• ", .The~ are also in your most holy Soeil.ety 
certain '!nen 'Va'P'y .1811 qualified for this function: 
t hey are very skilful and mOot learned-md t hat too 
in t he judgment of t heir own eountrytll(3n, which Counts 
fow lttUCh .• ~ • " 

Two years si nce there was also r eceivad one Ed­
mund Campion) in t he estimate ot 111s 0Wl'l count r ymen 
a most brilliant orator and of the most ready wit •••• 



But what our countrymen of your Order are fit for, 
you yourselves are the best judges; of a truth after 
1OU4' training and ll'.oulding they ought, rdthout a 
doubt, to be quite the best ,eqUipped raen f Qr ti:>..is 
enterprise. But whether any Englishmen may b e ot 
service" f or the conversion ,of other nations, we 
cannot so easily judge; a$~ so far we have had no 
eJqJerienee of that apostolate and have never labour.. 
ad in i t ~ if any there be, they are certainly in 
your Societ,y.. l. 

iueh further we can discuss by word of mout h ., •• 

1 An,glia Hist., i. SB5t cited by L . Hicks, a.R.S .. , 39:62-69. 

1) 

Father Leo Flicks; S.J., indicates that Cardinal AUen prior to 1579 

had written to the Jesuit General" Mercurian, asking hlm to consider 

sending Jesuits into Bn1!.land.. '1'0 tbis letter Father Mercuri,an replied 

January 5. 1579" 

•••• And we, although we see cle~ly that our 
'strene;th is but small, nay is weakness itself, and 
is altogether unequaJ. to wootour posit,ion calls for, 
yet in deflira and in will ViC p;roc1aim ourselves to 100 
so . keen to help aU men and especially your country of 
~ngland, that we great ly Narn for some occasion '00 be 
given us of l.abour.ing for that sorely tried kingdom; 
nor ate .. -e without hope that God will at some tme af­
ford us t his opportunity. Assuredly, in t he meantime, 
we will not cease , by the ,only way "(lIe. can" namely, b: 
our prayers and 1..!ascSes and those of our subje~ts .from 
comendit'll,t this intention to Ou;r Lot'd God . '2 

2 L. Biel!s" I(Cardinal Allen and the Sooiety, lt J..~nth;, 193Z, 160: 
342 ... )53. See also L. Hicks , CaR.S., 39:69 n. 

Father Persons in a letter to Oardinal Allen; Uarch 30, 1579, urged 

him. to come to Rome to settle several matters and then stated that one 

be 

.' ••• t he r i ght illfornrlng also of F ., General of 
t he Society in our English affairs, Vti'lere perPaP(i 
you may induo9 hun t o j oin SQKe of his also (see­
ing God hat h sent so many now of our ru,Ltio;n into t hj3 



Society) with Ollr other priests to go to England, 
$eeing otherl'Iise you and others have written that 
it i s much desired by Catholics t here, and here, I 
en sure , t here wanteth not desire in divers to ad­
venture theu' blood' in that. mission, among whom 1 
dare put IDyllclf' f or one if Holy Obedience emplo-,f 
me therein.3 

3 L. Hicks, HCardina.:l Allen and the Society, U Month, 1932, 160l 
348- 349. 
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arch 19 , 1579, Father Persons wrote a long let t er to Father Good. 

In it he asser ted that "had not tho enemy cast an impediment which 00 

l!lml looked tor,lI his correspondent ""might have been pulled out 01' his 

turs in Suetia, " where he .. .ras accompanying a papal miss i on to the king 

of t hat country. Persons clearly' for es aw the objections t hat would be 

raised against the project of aendine J esuits into England.. In t he srune 

letter he ' added: 

••• • .L OU knOVl what groat diff icUlties are in the 
en'OOl'p:t'ise t/hieh many mon do not con5ide1': unt il 
the.re£ore I might see myself in '!i'iy mttl opinion abl e 
to ;['0501\<03 the same and until a WOi;f oight be l :rld 
down how the Company might begi n and go throll-gh >lith 
the matter to SOlr.e purpose ., I knew there Vias no hope 
to move the matter: But whGn I wa.s somewhat satisf'ied 
in that point I began t he assau.lt, and i t had such 
suocess a.s r t hink you would marvel to unders tand the 
particulm's, wbich 1. dare not here \It'itc t o you. Na\'l 
it is enough for Fr. Darbishire and me ~ if we can keep 
am' Engl.isl~ool1: of. the Company together alld from. otller 
missions . h 

4 L. Hicks, c.n.s .. , 39 :xii. 

This letter clarifies all doubt r espect ing the part Father fersons 

playcd in influencing the procurement of J esuits f or tue English missi on. 

However, before the General of t he Sociot y , Father Everard Uercurian, 

and hi,s counsellors decided to send men of their Company, the problem 
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was carefully weighed, l'he Superiors we.re definitely of the opinion 

that the risk or sacrii'i;ce of life without .some proport1ooa.tc spiritual 

advant age should not be ente:t"tainocl. The document that resulted f rom 

. this deliberation c.ircurnspectly outlined t.he probable consequence of 

such a hazardous venture. In faot, it VI'OUld 'be difficult to find a doc­

Ultleirt in which the practioal prudence , the ability nto deliberate well 

about 1100t is good Oit' sxpedient~ II a characteristic 01' the Soc?-ety, is 

st..1Illped more oll!JarlY'. 

Closely all ied 'I-'lith the s ettling of t.he quest ion of missioners for 

Britain were the s tudent revolts in the English College at Rome. The 

Jesuits had been given an interest in t his coll ege in 1$79 VJhenwo ot 

t hem were asked to act i n the capacity oj procurator and prefect rospec-

tively, and in the following year Father !eazzari WllS appointed first 

r ector. Oardinal .Allen went to Roll.$ and found that one way of recon­

ciling t he factions in t he co1.lere uas to'!' t he Jesuits to tal'..e part in 

t he Englis h mission. As f ar a s the Enelish College was eoncerned it 'Tas 

.,;011 that the Jesui ts accepti;ld the Engllih apostolati9 for t h(;)re would 

have been another stir when two mor'e English students asked to be ad­

mi t t ed into the Soeiet:r. The crux of the matter waS -this . As member s 

of the Society they were not sent back to, .l!lngland to perform the,ir 

priestly duties, but as ordained secUlar priests '!;.hey were . This nat­

urally aroused bitter controversy becaus~ Il'.any a young m<:l.n ordained to 

t he priesthood did not c.'are t o return to his native land where persecu­

t i on "',,1:;3 raging. As a result , there were t hose who felt t ha t the Eng­

lishmen wbo joined t he J esuits were easing themselves out of future dan­

gor and haI'dshiplt However. after t he dec::ision of 1579 s tudents who be ... 

carr.e Jesuits were subject to be ~ent back to their native country an 

share t he l."0sponsibili ty of the priostly ministry wi t o the EngliBh ..... 
5 

ular priests. 
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;; C£. L. Hi cks, "Cardinal AUcn end the Socioty," Month .• 1932, 
l60=3h2-353. R. S:iofson~ Bdinund GaIlliiOn, 136-137. P. hu ghes , ¥One aIL 
the Counter-ReforIlUl.tl.On J.n EDgland, Ho:l81. 

Briefly the pros t hg:t finally. outwei ghed the cona for aoceptinfi; the 

English mission ,";ere as follo.ws' the . necessity and :importunce of the 

project ; the dBsire of the English Catholics to have them; the notable 

eneouragement and help t hey would be to t he s~dn."lry OI' se oular priests, 

not only . to aasist then abroad in t heir studies but at hoz.-,e in their con­

fl i ots ; the i ncre.asing int ensity of t he persecut i on which now :requir ed 

more oen; tho comfort it 1110uld be t o the English C<ltholics to sea reli­

gious men return again, e8 ~lecially such asc.ouldnot pretend' to roeoVQl<4 

<my of the alienated property of the orders; the propriety -of t he Jes­

uits engaeing in the mission sinco ono object of their foundation was to 

oppose the heresies of the d~; t he obligation of preserving the English:'" 

men I s faith rather t han gail'lin{i J.ndians t o thG x'al th.i the reruization 

t hat t here Tlere more Englishmen i n the Sooiet y th$ in all the other ordera 

put together ; the (llontradicti onot exho!'ting the seminary pd ests under 

t hei r diroction to go. f orth bravely into h'ngland while t he Jesuits t hem­

selves refused t o share their dangersj and the possibility of the Society 

meriting the glory of r econverting England. 

In his writings Fathe-r Persons cot'l"ooor.:lted the above mentioned 

r easons f or p.:oing into Britain 

D,r ~ Al1cneo~ing to Rome not 1l1~ mont hs after 
upon ye yeare 1519 made together withf. f'eraons a 
perfect union & correspondence between yO 2 Serrdr~r­
les I how Schollars s.houl d pass .from ye one to the 
other~ ytho shoUld be sent into England and yG like.,.. 

But his speci::il con::;olation was t hat he had. abo­
t. .. :ined of Pope ('_ gory Y.* some o. £ ye English fathers 
of the said SOc t:;- shoula for t:i.!ne to come be sent in-
to EtlIfland togetoo·r ,rl. t h the priests of ye seminaries:, 



for obtaining of web f,oin-'b tM said, not' had laboured 
much and ullea-gad many reasons both to ;r-G af'Qresaid 
Goal lfercUi'ianus, as also to the Po-fie , & yt it \1lOuld 
be a. notable eneo\.ll'agelll t'" help to ye sl:\id pri ests of 
ye Se-.:UIl.a.""Y t o have ' t he sald, religious men of the SoC!{ 
l".ot only to assist thero a.b:road in t heir s tudies and 
institution of life, but also at holI'.e i n this warre 
& ,combat aga.inst sectaries" web WaJ."re growing now' 
more sharp then befor e" had need of more mn &: M si st... 
anee &. t hat it \rould anima:te th~ CaithS in England to 
see religious men begin to return t hither again after 
so long exile &. especially (6 ) such r eU gious men as 
could pretend t he l'SCOV017 of no t emporal pos::;essions 
.from any man &, whose institute was pr oper for t his 
>urpo:se to be s ent in missions & y t Clod had concu.1'red 

wi t h them lli t he;rto in ' ~l other c0untries as well of 
Europe , Asi a and Africa &. y Indies; und finally yt 
this was t he desire of all goodCath of our country •. 6 

6 'the Menioira or Father aobert Pex"flQns, edited by J .M.Poilen, 
() .ii i'S " 2:iI9!i. · 
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I-lavine wei 1i;hs d all the plausible moti vas for taking the leap in'oo 

the dark, t here r emai.ned apparently :insurmount able hurd1es:~ hurdles t hat 

t.'l()uld involve toe many fatalities~ The enterprise would cost t he lives 

of teo many of t he Jesuit!;.. They would be l aboring where t l'.e adver sar­

ies lVe'l'0 Chi"is,ti.:m in name but !ll,O-r,e c.ru~l, hostile alld 1Ti.gilat1t than 

the infidels of the Indies. The English govornment woUld as sur edly de-.­

nounee t hem as political agents and woul d thu.s make t he missionaries 

Qdiou$ and their UCt:LOil O qtrostionable" there 'lucre 'the spiritual perils 

to which the missionar:i.os: themsel ves would be expo$ed~ They wou.;ld be 

obl i ged. a:3 '1 measure of safet y to go about in disguise and t o hido their 

priesthood and tllcir x'e ligious profesSion undel' the glll'b and svragf.,rer of 

soldiers; they wou.ld have to live apa:rt frQln one another end C01160rt with 

doubtful characters. There would be no facilities for renewing t heir 

spiritual fervo~ throu.gh rutreat-sand little opportunity fot' 0 spirit 

of r elieious r ecollection because of their .cverle:stil1g moVing from place 

to place . 'I'PeY)'/ouid 'be hu.nted like game for treason.. Furthennore, 
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t!'.le:re vmuld a.."'ise ocoasion of disputes ,.'rlth other pric:;Jtson !natte.rs 

of a.d!n:iniatration and doctrine that could not 00 ,iOU oottlcd beeo.ua9 

of t he absence of' bishops in ~n:'lund to er..crcioo ecclesiastical juri::;­

dictioo; and at beat. it seerr.ed, difiio;llt to believe tllr'lt so nany priests 

ru'ld reU.gioua could live together in one realm vrHhout jars t:l'lCl. disoords .• 

it •• a.1beit ye sayd Gcnl wth his Asoistants & 
Counscllors found diverse di£ficultics ye llUltter 
in r espect of ye novelty thereof especially about 
their !:.tanner of 1i "'ling in seQular men' 6 houses ' in 
oooW:.lU' apparel , dyet & oomrersation &. the like ;, as 
how a1.so their rules and ordera for conservation of' 
religious spirit might be t here observed, whereof 
t hey bad more care then of ru'r1 eorporo.1 dangers to 
t heir l.odies , weh nothvdthstanding seemed to be very 
gr ant & ,imminent at t hat tiroo. Yet understanding 
afWJi">"lard yt ye Pope was I!lUch incli.'!l.ed to ha.ve t hi.s 
,sui te granted &. the pr iests tt. s cholars of ye' Colle~ 
desiring & ur ging greatly ~ same in ~ manner., yt 
SOllIe of' ;f' said Engl •. father-s might be sent with 
t hem into England" f:iiJ was granted and concluded.,_. 

7 The Memoirs of Fa.ther Hobert Persons" edited by J +H .follEln~ 
c.a.s., 2:194=195 . ·· . 

After t he decision was reached to ac.cept t he Ene-lish mission, Car-

dina! Allen Was most exuberant; poaiti'lfely overjoyed in being able t o 

oall Father Campion back from Prague . He VIl"ote a lotter to Father Car.;­

pion appri~in~ hila of this f act lhceniber 5, 1579~ 

•• •• Our harvest i s. already gre.at in England.: 
ordinary labourers are not. enough; more pracUced 
men are wanted, but chiefly you and otbero of your 
order. The General has yi elded wall our p:' ayer $; 
the Por..e ~ the true father ot our countrj" has consent­
ed, and God, in whOse hands are the issut;ls, h,,'lS at 
last granted t hat our own Campion; with his extraor­
dir.a-y gifts of wisdom and grace , should be restoroo 
to us. Prepare yourself then f or a journey, f or a 
work., for n trial. 0 . • 0 It is not t hut I DXl Pl.-eparing 
for }':()u and yourol'dar the place in .england trul.t 
your soul presages , ?ut it is you, I hope " ';i'lQ W~ll 
proCUl'f3 f or me and mne the power o.t rc~ru..ng . 
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8 . Cited by L. H~cto, IICardinal Allen a..'id '~he Soci et.y, II lI;onth~ 19321 
16(H 350-.351. 

~.~.------------------------------~-------------------------------------.----~--~~-----

After it had been detel"rt1:i.ned to Qend members of too Society toes-

tablisb a sph'1t ual beacl:lhead in Englanc!, special instrtlC'CioXlB .,':ere dru'ii'n 

up for t.he soldiers of Christ~ 'fbeoe i,l'lst ru.ctions .may 00 found today- at 
\ 

Stollyhur~t and in the J\re:hivaa of the Society ar Jesus at RQl.ne .. Fat her 

Per sons., h(meV0r, has laft a. rather detailed account,· of thct'l. A (3Ull)r!lI?.l'y 

of tbom .1111 suff ice to complete t he piot ure of the gl'Oundwork tbi;rt pro­

ceeded t he. oi'ficial embal."katiou .. 

'!'ne instNctions mada cleat" to eaoh J esuit going to England what 

his primary obj ective w()u1d 'be. Ria work was to p:ceserva and rutlTanee in 

the. Catholic 1"011gion all ,Tho Vlere found to be Ca.tholias~ and only' second .... . 

lY to bring }lack the heretics.Sinoe the ta$k was to be perfannoo ~ong 

enemies of Qutstand:Lng sldll., talent and malice". the missioners were to 

arm t hemselves with e~tre;ordinar;f virtue, piety and pru.dence. To keep 

and :strengt hen th.ts virtue. and pi et y and to attain a olosor uni on With 

God, ;fervent reCQtl;rslS was, to b(:l Md to pr ayer and to· t he examination Qf 

.QonaeieIlce~ In additio;p flo t hiGI, th~y )'{et'e to q.'bsolW. the l:'ulcs o;C t he 

Sooiety 60S tar as· the condition:? would allow and since cOlllfmmity lUe was 

ilI~P08Siblo , they .-{ere at least to visit one anot her uS often as possible 

to obt~ advice and moriil;;}.uppor-t+ 

Rules were laid down to guide t.hem in t lile practice of prudenee in 

t his arduous .mi.a si.on" They '¥ere tol d to be temperate i n food:; they were 

to av~id~ as ft1.X' as posaible. eonvivial gatherines and v,'ere usually to 

take their meals in private exoept when t he guest $ were SUQh t hat t here 

was clearly no danger to be feared.. Their dress was. of necessity to 'be. 

that of l aynlen. yet it was to .~ or a modest and sober kind, and w ~ to 

give no appearance of l eVity and vanity~ They were: not to have. in t heir 
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posneseion t he cl othes ousto!'ll.9.X"'J in the· Society, unles-a it uas per.f'ectly 

safe· and, in that ~aae ~. tht.W were to 00 trorn only fo'1' holding services, 

ooarin!! confessions and other sinilar duties .. 

The instructions included t'Iinc pl"Q.coo'.lres to be used in. cOlIllIIUnicat-

in" wi to t he Cont.inent .. 

1.. 

They will l et us knOl1 the safest wo;y rIe ca.'"! use 
for senQine letter s , giving llS the names of the per­
sons a,."Ul places to whom they vrouJ.d h~ve them a,ddre8&­
ad; and f or this pUl'pose ciphers ·a.re usoi'u1 ~ and they 
wUl be ~upplied hora f or use lUben ne.ce ssary. 9 

----~--~--~~~~~~~----------------------------------~---------------,---

Advice vms !liven recordin!]; i ntercoU!'ce with str':.nz0rs.. Here they 

were to associate at firs.t with the upper ' classes r at her than with the 

common people" both on account of the grenter fruit to, be gathered and 

because the £Ql-mer would be better able to prote.ct t hem against Viol ence. 

They l'rare to enlist the aid of the laymen in instructing the schismatics 

end heretics who, after t heY'l'rere :ready t oO hear the trut h , were then to 

GOntact t he Fathers for fuller instruction. The Fathers were , however~ 

to r emain incognito. They were to becarei'ul abQutengaging in contro­

versy but when controver sY could n()t be avoided they were t o refl'ain frolll 

S::Il"CIlSm, prefer ing solid argu1ilents to sharp repartee • 

. he Fathel'S ~lr;)re admoniShed to be on thoir against creating 

the impression t lJat they \'I\3re seeking alms (}r l egacies . When it became 

n{:JcessiU"lJ to accept gifts or money, it was sug(1,Gsted t hat these things 

be received from one or two loyal and t riad: men, They were not to carrl 

about anytbing tor,b:idden by t he penal lmvs.,. or anyth.i.ng which migllt cO!l1-

promise t hem, such as letters" onq only- f or the gravest reasons .. eve 

t hey to let it be KnoVlIl t hat t hey wer e J esuits, or ev(,n pri~~:J't.s . 
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'Ibe oomplicat ed question of politics inv,olved as it W.:lS vrith tl.&', 

vltal questions of rel1t;lon reeeivod sep rather 1"o1"1$on:O l 

memoirs 1"eeount in no uncertahl tOrll'lS tll..1:t tho Josuits were l'lot in any 

manner to entangle themselves in tbe a£fair~, of state" to recoUl.'lt news 

aboutpolitioal matters' in the letter s ) to enijage inauy adverse oriti-
, 10 

C2.Sll'l 01' QUeen El1ea.beth uor allow anyone e:Lse to do SQ .. 

10 Ibid' .. , 319- 321 . -
" 

'I'hs only political action allowed them" if it can be so termed~ was 

t o ask tJ:~ Pope for 00 explanati on of the declaration of ,Pius V against 

El ba'beth. Catholics h.<;l.d at t his tilno no clear uncierotanding of ti1ejr 

rel.attonshi p and duty to the Queen; Thos6o't .. ion of the bull 0:£ ex:com­

l;r.llrr1eation t hat needed olarificat i on read as i'olloosG tlThet it s hou..ld 

all"ia;YS, bind her €U1d the he,retie~'H but t hat. it should in no way bind the 

Catholicsl whUe tldl168 r emaitl as they a:ro$ but only 1;.110n 'IIInen public. 
11 

exeeution of theeaid bull shall be possible ,. J! 

11 R. Simpson, 9p., c:l,t,., lilO-14l. 

1'000 Pius had excomIfdlllica1Jed not only El i mabeth and her abettors, 

but :also aU who obeyed her and her laws . As a result; the Catholics 

1iOre Ca;uf{ht bettmen Scylla and Chtar"i bdis; hanged if they did not obew 

and our sed if 'theY did ,. Campion on his :fi!l:~st arrival in Rome :iJl 1572 

had been con31J.1te:d on this question,,, Ue had d~clared. that tbe b\,1llo'f 

exeolWlunicatl<m had worked &tea t evils f o11' the .catholics _ Cardinal. (Ie ... 

sauld! then told him that it mi ght Without doubt be $0 mitigated as , to 

aUOVI the Cat holics to (l;Clknowloo.ge the Queen as t empor l',.l rulJi!l' without 

censure . And now, before going to England. Ca.m;pibn asked w":ld obtained 
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only t his concession" probably not because 1 t ,was all he thought use!'Ul 

but because it 'tlaS about the only allevia.tion ho could hope to receive 

for the present. This decision allotr.ing the Cathol i cs t o acknmvl~d 

Elizabet.h as temporal rul er should haw l'01eased the tencion oxisting 

bet ween t he Catholics end Elizabeth.. 'l'ho resul ta, s sball be 

Been later, 1trerc t he opposite.. Norc penal ImV's and proclama.tions l'rore 

pcssed against the Cat holic Chu:rob and her f ollcmers. 

12 Ibid,., 1l~141 . --



CHAPTER III 

OBSTACLES TO THE JESUI'l' APOSTOU TIi 

In an eff ort to save the rapidly vanishing spiritual heritageoi: the 

traditJ.onallyCat holic Engli shman, t he. Jesuits of!'icially began toolJ." 

missionary invasion of Engl and on April 18 , 1580, and cX'O$$ed the English 

C~l to Dover the following June _ They did not enter the country as 

an a:t1Jr.{ in ba.ttle arra:y;they numbered only two Jesuit Fathers and a lay 

brother, but they were truly marching intQ the embrace of death. 

The memorable event is recorded in the annual letters of the English 

College, 

On April 18, 'We sent forth to the English !!ission 
t he following students of this Oollege: the Rev. Ed­
ward Risht on, R..<J.lph Sherwin (aftcrvlllrds mar tyred) , Luke 
Kirby (martyr), John Pascal, and 'f"no.mas Bruce. Having 
reQoived from His Holiness his blessing and funds for 
their journey, t hey \'fere moat gra;iouRly allowe~ to de­
part in tbe cOmpany of the Rev ~ Fathers Robert IJersons 
and Edmund Campion, the first ot the Society of Jesus 
whom, at the persuasion of the Most Rev. 'if .. Allen, Hia 
Holiness sent to England for the oonversion of heretics 
and the assistance of Catholio$~ 1 

1 H. 1<"oley, OP e cit., 6.69. 

~npartU1"e for the missi on VIas OM thing; but to make II safe port 

entry and saO'\h.-re a beachhead for spiri tual maneUv:el~S was another. m 

spit e of keeping seoret the fact t hat the Jesuits were to enter England, 

the enemy was omnipresent and on t he alert. ,~pios in government and 

private employ \'16re on duty. 'l'hey wer e mal<"..ing their living in t his neVi 

profession. 
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A brie£" desc:riptton Of the perils of thG first group '0,£ loissioners 

was giv:en by one ot Campionfs biographers. 

' ••• Oanrpion, Persons,. and Ralph ~rson went" on 
June 6, to St . Olnerj where waD a fair College of the 
Or'der • They had to travel through a CQuntry .filled 
rlith soldiers,. pex-iloml to any one f ,alling into t heir 
hatlds ••• • 'When they reached the residence .Qf' st, Orue r , 
the Flemish 1i'athel'S tMllght their safe ,coming thith­
erto be mira~u.lous, a:."ld tried to dissuade tl'llaln f rom, 
carryhlg out their undertSlk :Lng :f':urtnel'<t; It would be 
tempting Frondence to dare sU(lh an QQcu.'1lUlation of 
De1.V dangers ••• ~ The Queen and the Clauncil had been in ..... 
fOt'tlled of their conting, and wel'$ muCh exaspe:ra~d. 
Several spies who, lroew alltheir names, l'lho had lived 
with them in Rome, and could describe thoU< per ,sons 
and habits, had fUrnished ' particular' W'ormationto 
the Coul:lcil". whO in turn hod given it to th,.~st!larch­
e1"S and O£'.fieers o£ all the ports, so t hat it was 
impossible toar.l't;er without being aeUed., Nay , their 
very pGl"tra1 t6 had-been taken and were sent to ' the . 
ot't'1cers to holp in identii'y:ing them. 2 

2 R. Simpson,. E.dlnund GampiOlh 120 .. 

Father Persons in his memoirs descrlbedtbe entry ''lith its attend-

ing jeopardy'. Sinee he was the appointe9- Supel'ior of t he missio.n he felt 

in honor bound to goovc'r fir:?t. Dressed in tne flab;!.. t and professioll 0:1' 

a oapt~ retu..""l)ed from the Im:r cQun~iee, he left Oalais and arrived at 

Dover., There,!i!:s he llad promised e~p:ionJ he woUld infom the, s earoher 

that he had a friend, a dealer ,in jewel~, who would. be crossing oV'er' 

,soon,. In fact, 00 had a lett er .sent to. campion to make haste beMuse the 

prospect s for ~sal:e were good.. Hav1ng managed t bis adroitly he made his 

way to Gravesend., and in t he evening embarked in a tilt-..boat tor I,ondon. 

'The jour~y was encompassed ,Vi t h ~ danger of d:l:.scoveq, for he i'o1;Uld 

hirnseli' in the midst of a OOJllpany of gentlemen of t he lQrls of Oourt; and 

seemi ngly some of 'tihe QUeftn( $ hQu:;>ehold, and musicia.nswho werel returning 

fro~n a celebr~tion :in Kent~ Father Persons '«as" hOWfWer , taking no chanCf.;s 

with theJl1, so early the next morning before t he res t were awake he took 
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the oppor't.uni ty to transfer himself and his sl?rvant to a w'nerry which 

landed him safely at Southwark about foin- 0 t oloQk. 

NOVi a new difficulty presented itself ~ He waa unable to f ind a 

lodging in the whole of Southvtark partly because he had broueht no horse 

wit h him and also by reason of the new procla.ttlS.tions and rumors against 

suspicious people who were to' come", Henec,every inn to whiCh he went 

wa 19 afraid to ttiV6 him lodgiIlg. Arter walking the streota all morning, 

which was in itself enough to draw attention" he finally went to t he Mtlr.,. 

sbalsea and i nquired f or Mr. 'Thomas round , Esqui~, who ,for many year's, 

had been in t his, as well as other prisons becauae of his religion. 

ound received him nth great j oy and told him t hat he and the other pris­

on'<lJ!'s h~td heard of the JeSl.uts·comina and had. prayed for their safe ar­

rival. 

Attar dinner a, certain Mr ., Bn'1Okesby who happened. also to be pa;,ving 

Mr. PQund a visit, took l.I'a.thfl}TPerSQUs to his hOme in t he oity.There 

Father Persons f ound priests, and other gentlemen. among thetl, Geo~ee Gil­

bert, whom he had already met in Rome and who, vIas to prove bis inseparable 

oompanion COr t h(. greater part of his stay in England. Persons soon left 

his host to engage himself in t he best llJanner he could in order to bring 

comfort to t he oatholi~. 

Cam-pionl:J entrance traS not quite 80 smooth. He oI'06<;ed to Dover on 

the night of Juno' 25., In the abort interval ·sinoe Persona' arrival , mol'e 

str:i..ngent o11'OOrs had come trom the Council to the searclwit' "to look more 

diligently to his charge with some oheck and roprehens'i on also for him 

and the mayor of the town; for tb."l.t it had OOen undsl'stood that certain 

priests had come that way into :England of late da.ys ." In addition to all 

this, Campion 's descrip.tion coincided with Gabriel Allen' 6, brother of 

Cardinal ,Allen, for whom the government wason t he alert . Campion was 

arl'ectec.", ~·.l't f{)r some lmknOl'm reason was finally released. It may be 
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that Oa.mpion showed Persons f let tel' 'to the searoher ~ Oampion like Pe!l'!­

sons had nll i dea tthere he should go when he arrived in London~ \»..1 t be ... 

'cause of the excellent desoriptiOn Persons left of Oampion and to the , 

~l stature of Ralph Emer$onj his companion; a thomas Jl3lll0srecogl:u.zed 

~m a.t the boatal1d presttmabl:r took them 'to tl'le hQlJl¢ of' Edw&rd BrooKesby , 
:3 

'1here soon ,I;l number Qf young and eagerCa.tholi cGOSI116 t o vrelcoow them. 

~~~ ... -----~---.~----~--~--~--~~--~--~~----~----~--~--~----~--~--~-----

3 Cf. J . H. Pollen, q .R .S ~ J 2 ;200 and T •• , Hi¢ks j C ~R .S '!I' 39::xv-xvL 
. . . 

~.~ .• ~~---~--. -~--"-.--~-.~--- " ' ~ "'"'- .-,---'--- '"----~-- -- ~---'--- .'- --~ - ~'-'-' ----' --~-

'!'he proble:nt of erQssing the Gnoone1, of escaping t he 11H?-aI'cher s at 

the ports and $£ finding a place o,r abode did nQt become easi er wi th time . 

In, 1584 Fat~r Persol1$~ "mo had retu.rned to theCo~lt::tnel'lt ahortly attar 

t he oapture of Camp-ion in 1581, explai:ne<1 t ha-t he took his l"dgii:lg at 

Rauen, a tcmn near to tbe sea. rrom this va:n:t.age point trips oould be 

made t .Q t he coast to' arran~ for boats to 03:'OS$ thecmmnel .. f or it was 

simply impossible- -to uS.a pubH,c. blOats or t he olld1n~ porta,. He turther 

e:A.+pl aioodthat from Rouen he M.d to smuggle into ~ngland spi'ri tulll books 

~i'ld l.1:ont,r¢lvel"s1al ~tter mth whitth ealumni.es and heresies had to be met.) 

Furthe:rmore~ t here VIera holy oils , ,c.hillees, ves'tments and Bibles to be 

,$OutovElrand nla.ny other 51el'Vice6 rend.e~d from Rauen to th~ laboring 
h 

on the island. 

_ 4 Ci'. L .. Hieks" lOp. ai'ti., 39;236 10 

in 1$68- .Father.a: John Gerard tmd Ed'tval'dOldco:rne continued t he st,r1;lg­

,;le With embarkation diffieult.ie$~ Fatber fJerard has lOf'tadetacr'1ption 

ot their experlonces. He wrete that iUt$r eul111g along the a,cast for 

tbree days; Father OldCO-rne saw a convenient, .sPQt for lsr.4i ng.. l 'hey 

ordered t he sbip to M Ono!!' oft that point 'Until dark, and in, the first 
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awn they ,,-ere put ashQre and lcftthorc, whereupon t he ship :Lnreedia:tel$ 

set sail and departed.. Tw; know t hey had to move farther inland before 

dawn, but the night was dark and cloudY and as they moved in they <l:l"ousai 

t ho dOf:!s who started barking; $0 they £l ed to a forest '\1here they soU[:ht 

rest and found none because of the rain and eold" 

At daml they cast lots as to who should firs t l eave the woods. The 

lot fell to Father Oldcorno who, o.fter they had made an equal divisi on of' 

\'That money t hey bad and after emoX'aeing and receiving one f r om the other 

a ~essing, wont along t he seashore to a neighboring town, \111ore he fell 

in wi. th eol'lle 'sail ors who 'Were t hi nking of going to London . In t he eom­

pany of these noisy s-ailors Fathor 01dooroo made his way to :London un,o. 

"oleated al t houmh .mtchers were on guard in every tori'll titttough which he 

passed.. Fat her Gerar-(l, ~g 'OOlieve he was searohing f(:lr his lo~t fal ... 

C01.1, :t'iina:lly arrived at an ~, G. lllost "vrolcome plac~ ~ HGrebe refreshed 

himself .t'or he wa.s soaked vr.Lth l"a1n and exhausted "ilith hunger and fatigue . 

Father ' Geral'd found his hos,t V(~ry agreeable because he had e"Pl"essed a. 

desire tQ buy t he poIV in h:i$ stabl o. Foot.-passengers Tlere i'roquent1y 

l ooked upon aa vagranta and very liable to arrest, henoe i'o~' t his :reason 
< 5 

and f or greater safety and speed he p~hasoc1 the pony. 

S Cf . J . Gel'ard, S.J ., Autobio&Fap&, of Father John Gerard, 11...,14. 

February 23, 1594, the lilarl of Huntington wrot e to Lord Burghl.~y 

promis ing greater care in the guarding of t he coasts. 

~diatelle uppon t he takeinge of WALPOIE the 
Jesuit. and them tMt 'CaDle 'With him, I did take oX"Jer 
all nloPnCC the coaste fl"Om Bu:nber to 'fweedc f or care 
to 00 had of the persons t hat ,ohould CQme 1n Or de­
sire to p.::l.Sse f tu'tohe of the raallne ~ But nowe appan 
thee letters and instl;'Uecions reoegve4 from my Lords, 
I shdD give ootter dire<Jcior.s ..... 
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6 Hnrleian MSS., 6996, f. 12, oited b"-r J.H.:Pollen, O. lL.S., 5; 240-241. ., " 

"'~ven t tlough t he reign of Jamee l was ant4cipat ed by both E~lish 

Catholics and the J~suita as one more £av'Orable to. catholio activity, 

all their hopes wer e destined to be cruahed . Early '~ the reign of 

James I the Jaoobean OaLh was added to make ingress and egress It)tlre Qit ... 

£icult after the year 1606. Power was ~iven to the Lord ;;arden of the 

Oinqus f~t4 a:ndotbers to ta.dminister the <!lath to PQDsengers before 

leaving England. 

Provided also aJild be 1 t enaeted ..... 'l'hat whe~ 
any person •• ,sball. go or pass out of t he Cinque Ports 
or any member the:reo1' to arr:! ~ts beyond the Seas to 
serve any foreign pr1nce , state, or potent-ate. that 
in every such ease t-ho Lord Warden of the Cin~ Ports 
tor t he time being,. or a.rry Jl';l,r ,son tr.f him in t hat be­
half' appointed or to be appointed, shall have full 

.rer and El,utbori ty by virt~ ~reof to take the bond 
~ minister the' oa.th t o such ;wssengel"S as is a.Oo'Vc 
ment ioned.,? 

7 3 &: h dac . I, 0..4: statutes oi" the Realm, 4:1071. 

Yet theabs·tooles' lYhJ.cb 'I1lere encountered at the coast line of Eng..­

land formed onlyo!ile of the )!J.'ljOI' problems that .faced the valiant J·es­

uit who pl~d the s¢.ritual conquest Qf En&land,. Once he had safely 

landed on English soil hi-s difUcul tie,!) increased., As rr cdiotecl: by his 

Superiors, he was a hated and marked man; the gQwrntlent wa;s prePll'ed to 

move mountiUns t o destroy bi m .and his work .. 

Shortly after m prisoning Father Campion in 1581, all possible ma,... 

chinery 'Was set into motion to terrify the Catholics and th¢ J esuits. 

Many tlweat~ were eir cidatcd by llJOmlS of lampoons; libelS and SOrlnonS,t 

N'en the poet Elderton published a book ent1tled ItA gentle Jerk for a. 



Jesuit, It which contained many thinga in disl'cwagement of Jesuits and 

Catholic la;ymen. Father Persona in August , 1581, made t he f ollot"r.i.ng 

obs&rvations on these 'lti tuperations .• 

Th~:re is 'b:'ooondou~ t ill here of Jesuits" and 
mor-e fable.s. perhaps arEl told about them t llM were 
told of old abOut monsters. For as to t he origin 
of these ll'.en" their Vfay of life., their institute, 
their mora,1.s · and teaching, their plans and actions, 
st.ories of all so~ts are. spread. a'broat:11 not only in 
private conversat~ons but also III publ:i.C se:rtl!ons 
and printed books,. and theso contradict ona another 
and have a striking resGIi1hlance to' drealus w. This, 
howeve~j is the main indiotment; that they, as well 
as all t be other priests. have been sent b<J the Su ... 
preme Pontif,fto investigar oondi ti.ons and to 00-
t 1:'ay and overtbro\v states. 

8 L .. llicks, OR- 4t. , 39 ':xxix. 
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In a letter seemingly addressed to Wi lli Bl'll ·Cecil, Elizabetbt ,g chief 

secrotary, much COnOC1'11 vras .expressed about the Jesuits • 

..... The Jesuits, pri.ests,! and traito). .. s of' lSng­
land, by Par'sona' appointment, have disWi\JUted them­
selves in too ,chief towns' of ChrS.stcndom, to ploi;; 
mischie1' and eorrespo.nd better« This cursed crew is 
like Cel?ber'U$1 tho, three.-hea.ded dog 'Of heU, the 
haa.· ~ being lin Do'Wli'h Rcr.lOO, ~. · in Sp.:Un, but. t he 
heart in Englarld.. In Flanders are 600 or 700, half' 
priests, scholars, ete~ 'l'be rest laymen, pensioners 
and lifold:Lers; 1 enolosea l1st;., T~ most d.angerous 

. are Dr·. Horthington,; Presidento!' lJc:;Juay College, ''fhe 
libels Queen and Coimcilt and the Catholio prlest~ 
01' Eoeland , whQ have app¢alfud from the .Archpciestts 
authority; Hugh ~1en. counsell or t o the Hing of SI~ 
and the Atohduke; Baldwin, a. J $suit, at Bru.ssels.,. who 
gives. them daily intelligence. f rOlil ~1ngl.andJ sifts all 
that c~s o'ler J and tries _et~r ther be . sure to' 
tn@ Kine of Spajn and the Jesuit ,s; Der by's.tlj,t"e" pr i or to 
the Carthusians at Malines; and WirightJ dean of achuroh 
near Ghent~ ehamplotlS' to the King ,ot Spainl s .f action,. 
and bitter enol'llies ot the countrary side; Fat her Hunger­
f ord, placed at PunkiJ'k to convert to tile Y.ing ot SpailJ. 
the Eng1.$.ah b:toughttM:t.her taken a.t sea) Parsons' bra-. 
t her George at ~t. Qner, to G'lersee· the English youths 
in the college.)' 
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9 Calendar of State Paper s , fumestie ' Sorles, Reigns of Elizabeth 
and James, GIz;::ars. 

~Cil'8 wr a.th and v~nemous hat red oS: Jesuits is evident in his cor-

r espondence witbJames I where he speaks of Uem as a genera.tion of vi­

per s who mGlce no more Plt'dinary merchandise of any tt..ling than of the 

blood and crowns oJ: princes" "I am 'so t arr;f'rom r.m:yeomp3.EHli,o.n, as I 

r ather look to receaue comandmcnt froJJl you to abstainc t hen prosecut e. II 

And J ames I seemed to have rociprocatod LYl sentiment. 

~ ••• and as for the distinction of t ha.:J.r rankia,. 
I OOeIl betm.st the i esui tes" l yke uenumid uaspos and 
fyre brandis of sedition,. 1lr6 farl'e more intoller-

. able '!:;hen 'the o'i;.heraorWi that aellll:ile to, profease 
l oyal tie; yett is thairQSo plausible profession 
tne mere to be d1strusted t hat lyke maried uoman . 
or minQ~S, quhose uow'QS aro eU~l'subioct to the 
oon1:.r<l1ment of thaira· hllsbandis and tutoris , thaiI'o 
conac1ences lrJllOt eue:l" be comandit and ouc:n:-eulid by 
t ha:iro rondshe god ~ . i t ple~~ h:J.m to alloYfe or 
reuQke thaire concl\l.sions •• ,., 

l$n,_ I 

Sir Robert Napper, ohief' baron, Wl)'i ting September .31, 1593" OOfllpared 

the Jesuits to VUltll.l'eS 

..... who as PU nie writeth were' so suttal of 
smell t hat the smell blood threo daies before the 
bataille & would. be .3 daies be£ore at the place 
of bataille '; he alSO oompared t hel!1 to t he Harpies. 
in Virgil, that were ptl3l'lt ed like Virgins but de­
vourers of .men .z & SO JeSU:i.J:is under simplicitie 
bring men to perdition. , , ..•• 

II JQUI"Da.l of Sir Roeor WiJbraham, CGlmden Societ.;y, IV 3rd S. 8-9. 
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The apprehension as well as the amazing credull tyof official minds 

is reflected in a repOJi't made by one of thfi) Queen I s career diplomats 

that the Jesuits were even in league .r.ltn a plan to ldll the Scottish 

Ki.ng~ "T'nere '\'1as a plot l aide by ~ain JeSUiks and preistes to UllU"­

del' or poison the Scottish ldnge, as it is c-onfessed by some t hat are 
12 

taken. II 

-- .. __ ............... . __ • "', 0 ' 

The government ' s propaganda had become so ef£~oti ve by the time the 

Gunpowder Plot was eJq)o$-Eld t hat many were trilling to pUt f un credence in 

t he rumor t r..at no one but Jesuits coul d be the maswrs of i t. Father 

Garnett, S.J ., f elt . this very keenly and made r~ference to it in a. letter~, 

AU were desper ate;. diverse Catholi~s o.re or­
£ended .. dth Jesu;itss they sG3'JQ$uits doe impUQrlG 
and binder all £ero.ibleenterpr!zel\l~ 1 d.ore not 
infO'ntle myse]£ of their afi"air(!)S; OOcauSG er pro­
hibition of ~\ General fer meddling in such af­
;fairs·. l ) 

13 J •. LingfWd a.nd H~ Bellee# iI,ts 't.ox:;.:; .0£ EnRJ ana, 7 :54. 

'l'hm g$ ,cama to suet a ~ss t hat when praotLi;ally any fat'eat cl'me VIas 

CO!llIllitted, tl~ b~ Vias laid automat j.cally on a Jooui t. 'l'he a.ttempted 

and a()tual l'Jll11>dar Qf Henry IV ef F1.ranee was no excepti on t o the Il' evail­

i ng f alse publ io opinion,. .And t bi$ hatl'cd., lil~ loes placed on a bum­

ina fire~ kept 'Lhe n ames roaring" In 1614 the English Jesuits writing 

to Rome en'Qll!.eratecl SOIne, of the 0pP1>"0br-iou~ accusatlon3 vlith w.hich they 

~re c:redi ted.", 

eare called the Pope; S janiss<U'ie !S; the fa,.. 
volll'ite brood of Antichrist,; tM ,srrorn slaves of 
t;be Popel the reser-ve corps of the CathOlic Church, 



the moot dan[;-erom; enCinias' of the King and country; 
the most bigoted advooates for Popery •• hthat Hell 
bas sent us fortli fully eq:lipped with learning and 
othe.X- V-fts • •• • l 

lL n .. Foley} ~2" . (dt!.~ 7. !)..'U't 2=1059-1060, W66 . 

The F..n~lish also made capital of the: misin~rp!'eted. teachings of 

Suaro~thet had beel1 ,eOl:"u1eruned iJ.'l F.rancGl~a Gat holic countrb 

. . And now you Papists? , l ook at your 8uare2l , this 
sh:uu.ng Span1:sh and ·J esuJ.'t star. It ",. seE) him branded 
w:ith 1nttll'lJY, not f ot' his (mn personal. convictions, 
but for vhat he holds in common yrlth the· rest of his 
Jesuit qrew., ... Now t hat ~uaee how t he Frenc)l, who 
are 4s good catholics as your.selves have treated 
this a."ld the like teachings J 1; am certain t hat you 
will no longer allOW thereputat10n of those men 
h~va for 1ea..~in(it prudenttej and ~ecl.l'! ' •• • make you 
forget your duty to your King and country ...... . I s 
it possible that t:l:>.is Societ~;r, after .50 many sean.­
cmJ.~# despi t e the awocioQ,s ormes i t M;Sr:', oommitted 
~ .... oan yet Peso estee:med in Enrrland7 .Ii.;) 

15 H..- Fole1 , 100. cit. 
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DoCUlllcnt upon document can 'be !Qtind on record rUled with abuse and 

opprobriWil for the Society of Jesus . These calu:mlies and slanders played 

no small' part ir: the hindrance of their work and \'tere r esponsible fGr 

many severe proclamatioJil$ and pen.1l. laws pas.sed again$t the Jesuit.s, sec­

ular priests and Catholics in general .. 

The penal 1a'l'16 and proclamations during t.11.e reign of Elizabeth read 

like a litaxw" 'l'heae began in 1578,tW'O years before the Je.suits ever 

entered England. The fOllowing seleoti<:lrl$ give the teno,!' of vlhat they 

~mbodied . lYal tel' mlday introduced a b ill i n TImeh he described Persons 

and Campion &s "sort of hypoOl"itos l . n.:mt:ing t he!!lS{:lv0s ,Jesuits, a r abble 

of vag;rant friars, \1hose principal errand was to creep into the houses 

of men of behaviour and reputation, to corrupt the realm. into false 
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doetrcine , and under t hut pretence to sti r up sedition. II I t U"<.lS during 

t he dabates Qf this bill that Fa.ther For sons \7ao spoken of as tc'.e nhow-

10:,,; wul£ ~ U and Fat her Oampiol;i as the ''''ro.nde:ring vcgrcnt," The result 

of t his bill was a. proclamation commanding under the seyer eot penc.lties 

t ha.t no one should receive Jesuits into his b OUSe} nor allow ohildren or 

kinsi'olk to go and study in their schools :md scnincries &bl.'ooo. 

In 1585 a. statute ordered that all Jesuits and priosts ordained 

since ber raajeot y·s roign rrereto leave wIthin i',erty days ~ter the end 

of t he parliament then in SGssion~ a.Y1d t hat they lmre prohibi ted from 

entering t he ;rea.:l1:1 after 'tiOe$O f orty dt:lys . Lord Burgbley a.ddressed a 

letter to the bishops in 1587 asking them to enforce all laws and to 

wa.tch those \rllO might be harbo~ing Jesuits and oth~r priests. 

L"l 1593 the Lo:.t'd E.a.yor of' Loudon waserlmonished to enforce tho l aws 

more CCL1"6fully and. "to watch andretort~o sominaries & Jesuits , & oow Seo­

·t.ariea t hat refUse to come to Oh1.U'ch ' which lurke in london as the end­

lesso, la.bel'inth of England, f or l.:argenes & blind corners. II 

A statute enacted in 1598 had a claus<a asldng the person in ques­

tion whether he be a Jesuit, oo.lllinar'.r or massing pries t and if he did 

not reply t hat he be eoromitted to prison wi thout bail until he shall 

''make d:i.reatand truG ~I'" 11 

Sinoo t~ former procl<al1lation seemingly did not produce the desired 

r esults, t he government issued anotha!' in 1602 o:t'derinf! the Jesuits and 

secuL:r priests to leave thtil realm or t ake the consequeaces. Father 

Rivers , S.J .~> nows in his letter t hat t he oonsequences of this procla­

mation Ylould hav~ s tamped out the Catholic r eligion had it not been for 
16 . 

the w aco and proteotion of God. 

16 cr. J. Robinson, cd., D*EtesJournal, 285 : Journal of Sir Roger 
Will~arnL Camden Soci ety, lV, 3rd s., ?; 35 Elizabeth 0 .. 2. statutC~ Qrthe 
ReaL'n, 1.:843-8hh} and H. Foley, on_ ~t .. , l: l.a . 
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1\$ remarked before ;"hen J anes I began t~ l"u..l.e England in 1603, t he 

hopes of C:lt hoUos bl'ightenod. But they T.sere dampened in the next, yeaa.~ 

as a result of a proclamati on calling t~ ope--r OX£lcutie:n 'Of all 

roar la\ys against 1~eCU6ants. This pr'Ocl~u:lati'On was 'Occasioned by the 

tid<:') o£ co!!VEWsi'Ons to Catholici t '::.eeus.;l.'1ts W6X'e given a d:;;v to re-

pair to t.fIeir Oim d:~lli!lgs, and ord · to c to the court .. 'Or 

'wi t hiY\ ten oilcs . '0,£. Ipndon wi th'Ou't special licontJe t hcreD.f.'ter ; and r ur­

t harmore , "t~1a.t all Priosts and J csu..1.t s shall depart the ID..nd 'by ~, 

net ll'£lX'C to r-aturn into the realm: and for the miniswring 'Of the o~tb 

of allegianco accordin~ to tho l •. w:. II 

A£'te.r the Gun::?ffi7der Plot penal leeislation multiplied. In 1606 

la'lJ'S 'i(~ aea.in passed against e:nyono harboring or SUP?oriing in any way 

a Je::mit or .seminal".{ p:l."iest, 'I'his was dono beca~Gc t he govornpent Q.soort­

cd t hat the Jesni ts or s<:')min~ Pl'iest~ wm.'o 1'Ji thdrawi.ns tho people's ul'" 

le l.dance from the lung e.nd cal:lsin ~·opl(J to leave the roaln 11 to serve 

a forei gn poy/er1t ; hence all wore obliged t o take the Jacobean oat h be-
17 

fore 1eaviru! En{~land under penalty of felony. 

17 1 &. 2 J ac . I , c . 4; Stat utes of the Realm, XV, 1020-1021; and 
3 & 4 Jac. I , c .• 4 ~ Statutes of. tlii itOa!i'ii, IV 1 1071-1077. 

In 1610 c another proclamation asking all non-resi dents of LQndon 

to i'eturn to their homos ;;u'l\l all Jesuits and seminary prieot a to quit t he 

r ealtn. Failure to comply Would merit f or t hose c aught the treatment 1'e ... 

served £01' trait ors.. From 1610 to 1621 t here s-eemed to be a little lull 

in legislation; a gainst Jesuits in partioul.ar and others :in gener al.. In 

1621,. hO'J'/ever .• t he Commons petitionod James I for the better enforcement 

of the 1m-IS on !"Ccord. The Ust .of their grievances adds up to several 

pages" The: nat ure of theoa grie.vances mJJ' be ga t hered from t he follor/-

ing excel'Pts 1 



Most gracious nnd drea.d Sowr~i?11 . ... by reason 
t/hereef your ill,..aff ected subjeots at hOlll!a , t he Popish 
:reCllSmlts ~. l'k"l.ve taken too mucncnCO'Ul·.:J.geoent 4!.nd are 
d..-mgerously increased in t heir number and in the in-
501011oies; Tie cannot ,but be sensibl e thcl"€lof , '3l1d there­
fore hu,.'l1bly represent VI"hat 'We conceive to be the causes 
of so. great and gt'ovd.ng m.tschiefs, ;::rtd 1'that be too reme-
dies. ' 

1 . The vi gilaney and amb:i,.tion of tho Pope of r.ome, 
and his dearest son; the ' 000 aiming at as large a teLl-
Qre.1 monarchy as the other at aspidtual suprCi;;n.cy . 

2" The dm.lish poei tiona and doctl"iP..cs whereon Popery 
is bull t and taught with authQl'"i ty to their tollarrors 
f or the ad"V'anc·ement of their temporal ends •• t ~9 ,. Their 
open and usua.L 1"es!):rt to. 'the houses., and Which 1s 'Ii/or so, 
to the ehaPEJIs f er f oreign ambassadors .,.,. . ll . The edu­
cation of their chilm'an in J4<:il1.y 5eV6:;."a1 semina'ries .and 
houses of .their re.1ie;ien in foreign parts appropriated 
to t he EuZlish i'ttgitives • .,p13. The licentious printing 
and dis persing of Popish and sedit ious books, ev en in 
the ti'!lEl of PalClioment. 14., 1ho sval:'lJlS of priests and 
Jeau:i..ts ) t he COUi!UOp inoendiruries of all ~~$tel1dOlil, 
disper sed in all pa:t'ts of your killrrdo:m...... . 

18 Rushworth, !.1~orica1Collo.ctio~, 1 :ho-u3, 1659. 

After havinR recounted the sprecding evils and their causes, the 

House et Comono set ferth too remedies that should be put in'Co e)OOcu­

t i on-all the while, hoV/over , impl yine t.hat 80111e'ood7 was neglecting his 

duties o.n' the is:;ues up f er complaint. J ames I di d not receive this pe­

ti ticm toO rri-aciously, but by 1624 both Houses' IflerG quite relieved when 

, he did not carry through the eontemplated marriage of his SOIl to t he 

Spanish Infanta. w'h:teh would bave allied England with a Catholic nation­

a t hing abhorred by non ... eatholle Englishmen smee they foresaw t hat eon­

cessions to catholics wQuld ne,cessari1,y foll01.1 . As too marriage did not 

t ake place, the House of Lol:"Us and Coo.n:cno again demanded the better e:xe-- . 
cution of tho lat'1~ aga.inst IlJesuits , sell"dllat7 priests, and all other s 

hav ing t aken orders by au't,hority derived .from the See of Rome , a...'1d gen-
19 

crally against all Popish recusants • •• • tI 
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_._---
19 Lords' Journalc , rn,298 • ... . ~ 

.~----------------------

The reasons for t he monifold proclrlIL~tions and penal lan$ f oisted 

upon th() Cat holics .!l.nd their clergymen on aocoun'l; of t.lleit' N liglous be­

lief 'Wel'e 'iTariod. After a. fe;v weeks of experience ill t.he mission i'ield 

Vather Persons wrote to the rector at Rome Nowmber 17, IS50, arld e:}l;-, . 

pl.ained the onstine o'Ondi tiona in Engla.11.d aY!d 'tho pOssible moti vea be­

hind the severe per{leCU liOn breaking loose particularly after the ar­

rival of the .:first Jesuits. He stat,ed t hat tl'le violence of theperse­

Qution inflicted on all Catholics t hroughout t he kingdom ;~as intense and 

the most severo s j.nce the aonversion of England to Chr·istianit~v . 

Everywhere thtwe are being dl'agged 1.,0 Pl'ison, . 
noblemen and those of bumble bi rth , men., women , and 
even children; t bey are bound :in. c.hc.ins of i:ron; 
robbedo! thoir possessions, deprived of light, and 
i~ proclOliJ.:l.tions o.s well as in discO'..lrooS a'ld seI'­
LlOns t..l-}ey are :made infamous in the eyes~f the peOple 
unde~ the Th~nc of traitors and rcb~s . 

20 L. Hicks, op . cit •. , 39 :5t). 

The cause s for 'chis pe~eeution VJ.et'{) not SO evident, but he enumer ­

ated a fm1" the ill-success of the English in Ireland a ga.i.nst t he orrrlY 

Of the Supreme F()ntifi' (as they called it) j the fem!' of tbo otti sh 

king~ UOI' grown up , possibly inol-inins to ~holici5111; end the 'coming 

O.t" the Josuits to the Island, which was resulting in w-1.de-sp.read con-

versions to Catholicism- These develop;-uents, liat her Persons said~ r...ad 

fUled tho heretics lnth such YIonder 'and a.:.azemcnt that they were 'speech­

less . 21 

21 L. Hicks J lac. cit .• 

-------.-----~--~--~------.-----~------~-------------~------.------~------------
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lt, 's'wad to reason t hat if r el;i.!don whlch '[:;1 h<id d,,"-

tel'lilin~ to wipe out wu.s gaining ne\l vitality instead, ruthlei36 mea.su;res 

would have t() be halt it. But the group t hat i'as waging '\1, 

.gainst Ca't.holiai no-\:' always ilisb to admit they Vl<nlf) hunting do-.. ~." 

:.i..mr.lrisoning and kUling Catholics ve·llause of the!r re11t?;l.on. !lJrd &ol::l'gh­

ley in many WX'itten t..""acta supported the conte.lllticn that tM pcrsel;lution 

Vfas o'llfing to the treasons of t,he Catllolics" not to the bigotry of the" 

rotestanta $ and he puts the act:i:lle 11l0asurOS of the Popes., eS}X'.lcially 't.he 

Irish expedi'li.1on, as oauses fOr tile I'Q.press1ve 1l'£as u:tec .:l.gainnt Jesuits 

and seminal'Y priests~ 

,t thel'e wer'S:;!ofJ..'e polHical plot s afoot iLi: which ~thQlies were 

involved is historically true . l:!Qwevcl.'j.it is alaO true that '1ahereas 

there YJere atl;imes $ fsveCa.thoJioa in poUt:teal ~pide:t' 'rrebs, by and 

large (in spiteo£ the persecution against them) the CathQlics were' con-. 

sistently loyal to Queen lilli.",~bcth and King James I asi;.ell};poral l"Ulers w 

The proelama tian again~rt seminary priests and Jeaui ts of Apr;i.l 1 j 

1582 WaS typical and remained a pattern fQil." fUture lagisla:bioil .. 

Wheras s i thence Whioh tine, SOl1lia eJ{8l>lpl e having 
been taade lov the c(>ndign ~sbl1lent 0$ such as ~e 
contemptuously bl'Qken her htchness exp:r(;'lSS co~d­
meut , in that behalf given by the said pl!'oclamati on; 
and Borne of the sa:i..d traitorous persons , namely £d­
mund Campion" j.esuit, Ralph Shorwin, and John BriJa.."1t, 
seminary Fr-lest.s;, having disguisedly and YfYCY $ec~'et­
ly yra!ldered in the rem, e..nd at length been .appl~e,.. 
hended, rmd so thel"eupon justly, lavTfu11y, publicly, 
und ord.~rly endicted, atrr~igncd " and condemned, and 
alt'_ ented f or divers treasons; and some others their 
complicas having been likevfise j usUy and lawfully 
contlemued for t he li~e crime$) her tuajesty finding, 
what thro~h the Qb8til~ ood malic'=l of :SOI~, and 
the wil.ful i gnor ance Qfm!.'lJ\V others,. t taat neit her 
the said prool.:J.lnat.ion" nor the :scrld eJm:mple~1 p..ave 
wrought such ~£,fect of r efOI'Hlation, ala, upotl good 
hOt~conceived of t his her fS>~·eY.rarniZl€ " her highness 
haa expected end desired... 22 
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3th cited by iHA.?ierncy, Church llisto/Y of 

- 4 

Tho /authors 01: the proclamati on then stated that t be"J wished no one 

tQ remain ignQrant of t..l:.e la"-.'{s nor tho reason f or such stringent meaS'lUi"es .. 

In tbe preclanl<ltion, thorefore, they defended the P,O'lTermnent 's actions 

wit h a aeries of £)xplanationa: !i!Uoh printed matter hBd been falsely) 

seditiously, and trait..orously been given out and the offenders ex~cuteds 

tho soodnary priests and Jesuits directed by the PolXl were respOnsible 

for the Irish rebellion; the object of the Jesu:i.ts and sCI1:inary priests 

in England .naG to alienate the Queen' s subjects and to deprive her o£ h~r 

li.t'e, C1'017'O and di¢ty; all Jesuits aM seL1ina'!'y Mill who came secretly 

into England we:e€) to be taken £O"ftrai to7:'S; and all who attar t.1:lis pro ... 

clamation shall mttinr,1y or mt;r.ittingly receive , harbor, aid, Qomfort;J 

l"el:level or tnnintain arw Jesuit or Se:lU.nar:-i men should be dealt with as 

eGml'ldtting high ... troasan tQ her l1'.ajQst y f s parson; and if any one nOtl har­

borinp.! any Jes uit or seminary priest does not apprize the authorities 
2. 

ther eoi' -nll be treated for t reason . 

~ --
°3 St l"ype, 100 . cit_ 

Thl t t hese laws were not; only on record but put into offect is ob­

vious . T'fle Jesuits alone had ele~en of their t:.on put to death during 

the, rei gn of Elizabeth aoo five diU"ine the kingship of Jallles 1. These 

siltteen Jesuits are listed today as martyrs for the faith . urthermot'e, 

severe~ of the Je$uits \'1ere alWI"..;)'-s to be found suffering the hurds:hi.p$ 

of the prisons. 'I'hece men 11ill 00 tre.;lted Of in a later chaptor. 

There are plenty of recOrus ' indicating t hat taonoy pla,yed o. POl't in 



helping to bring about the banishment of Jesuits. For example f 

!l'o '\'fU11am Bowll one of the ordinary yeomen of 
her ~e8ty' s chamber and Anthony Hall citizen and 
s1d..tme:r of London l,lpon the Counedl' s .varrant dated 
at Somerset House ultO Feb. 158hbeingappointed 
and authorized by the Lord, Qf her Majesty's privy 
Council to have the charge of oonducting and trane­
porting of certain Jesuits and . s@~ar.y ~iests out 
of this r ealm into the parts of NQrmandy in France 
:in consideration of their charges and travail in 
t hat service-xli . 

To ,John Hart of I.loVer in the county of Kent 
lrlU"iner upon a warrant signed byMr" Vioeohamber­
lain and .Secretary Walsingham dated at Greerrdch 
xv JUlii 1585 for his pains being eJIlployed as pilot 
in the Trooswrting OWl' Of such J asui ts, Seminar­
ies and Mass pricl'lte: as ".rare banished and: sent over 
under the charge of William Bowll one of the yeomen 
of t he gtl?I'd, and Anthony H .. "l.ll t he spaee of Jdj days 
_,us e, 24 

24 Rot. 67 ~h and b . oited by J .H.Pollen, C .. R.S., 5;lOh~ -
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After the assass inat ion ot the Prince of Orange, July 10, 1~8h, a 

notable change OnmEl over the na.ture of the persecution . The crime was 

disastrous not only to Spain \Jeoause of her port in it but also to Spainls 

co-religionists, especially to the English Catholics,., Immediately the 

cry vrent forth that Elizabeth's l:U'e must be protected} hence"more legis­

lation was passed in the 21th year of Elizabeth. s ;reign, making it high 

treason for priests ordained by jurisdiction deriv,ed from Rome to enter 

England, and assessing proportionate pI.Ulishrllents ~or all v/hoentertnined 

them. T'nl.$ legislation marked the hi gbest pitch or cruelty roo.ehed by 

t he persecution, Banishment was ordered for the priests) and :U' t hey re­

turned proceedings under the new act Vlould be taken against them.. Soon 

after Januar'y 15, 1585" twenty priests, were banished. Among them lVere 

John Hart and Thomas stephenson, (who later became Jesuits) and t he Jes­

uits Father Jasper Heywood and James Bosgrave.. Eleven of t he .so exiles 

Were taken from the 'rower and dismissed on variou!;l dates Y1ith ];Ia31IDents 



25 
recorded for the tronsport of priests by Privy Council warrants. 

!Jj 

25 Of. Record Office, nom. Eliz., cbxy, 0.38; holograph and De­
elnredAceounts, Pipe Ofticef ;Li2,oHed by J .!hPollen; 0.11 •. 13 ., .5 :102-10) . 

In the Reoord Qffice f or January-, l S8 ? • ~ be found this unique en­

try 1'E'bor,. Lo~fey executed tor rec~itlg of Jesuit s and ts had lands 

and leasee." 

26 J ,H. pollt::m, c: .a~ s .. , 5:134 .. 

Anexeerpt. · or UrJO \rlll also illustrate t hat after 1584 the prisons 

were ove:r£lO\rl.ngand new onElS had to be provi ded to, t at;;e eave of the 

great numbers convicted f or so-called high U'eaaon. Hi gh treason, how­

ever, was interpreted Var.iously: re~in6 to assist at the state estab­

lished ohurch services} assisting at l\'aS& 1 prO'riding!or or housing a 

priestj leavi ng England for sundry purposes; reconeilibg .souls to thQ 

Catholic onurch$ administering t he aacraments; implication in a politi.­

cal plot t o di~pt ·the government' s s~~tus qUo~ 

An Englismi1en writing in 1592 to Richard llov/lands, e poet then re­

si ding in Holland, described the lot of prisonel?s: nIn prisoo, if they 

have not relief, or be notable to pay, they are used like dogs., thrown 

into dungeons.. 1£ they be able to MY, they must pay 'what price the 
27 

keeper \rl11 , o1' e1se t hey are most pi t ituUy used,," 

~7 U. A.Tierney" op . cit., .3 '96, 105·106. 

Fat her Garnett" 54,1 .. , in a report· wrote that to r ecei ve 'the :Ullllanse 

number Qf persons oontinually oNered into custody, six addit ional pri-
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sons 't'T9I>e opened during the early PlU't of the ,YOM l592-t'\10 at' YQ:rk ~ one 

at Sheriff Hutton, one in f.nareDborough castl e,) onc :in tho Qollege of 
28 

Rotherham, and one ;in Bransby castle. 

28 M. A.Tierney, loc ~ cit. 

In a note addressed to Sir John Pu.ekering in October 1$93, Att orney­

General Coke reminded him that the Jesuits could 'be oonvicted under Stat­

ute 25 Eliz., cap .. 3.,~ for adherin:g to the Queen' s enemies, and for com­

pasning the QVCrthrow of the St ate , . alQo f or eonfor ting and abettin~ tr<li­

tor~ beyond the $€la , as Dallen" & Go~" .and also upon the late Statute a­

gainst Jesuits. Then he completed t he not e by adding IIAnnias and Laton 

tor high treasoncompassoo. beyonclsea.. Those at Dorsetshire for having, 

as Cornelius the priGst coofes13ed, been at, Mass* which is treason, and 
29 

having received priests, 'Ilhicn is feloIJ,y'." 

29 Calendal' of State ))a~rs , Porn. E1iz~) and James I , 32, ~ited by 
U.A.Ti.erney , bp",eit., 3 %356 .. : -

l'"ines 'Were another method employed to enforce the penal laws against 

Catholics • . These fines brought in a large sum of money for the govern­

ment, James I stated t hat from the f ines of reousants he received yearly 

"six-and.-thirty thousand pounds of good rent, in En~d and Ireland." 

In connection with t he f ines it should be mentioned t hat pursuivants vrere 

also being paid ~oy:a.lly £or tracking dc:nm recusants orpriests~ In 1608 t 

however, a cert~ pursu1vant , Udall, complained to the earl of Sali sbury 

t hat he was not reoeiVincg his just compensa.tion .. 

Since midsummer term lastJ OY lord 1 s grace (of 
Canterbury) al1d l,lly lord of london have received, by 

, my endeavours only., eight ~ weditious books" 



two suite of ch\lreh-:-stu.rC, with some, silver plate, 
and one of those jesqi ts who gave .£ 50 to make· an 
escape. The pursuivant, who, upon my direction, 
performed t hese servioes, l'las oltered four-score 
pounds~ to have over slippe4, and not delivered 
t hese t hings ••• Most honourable lord, deign to con­
sider this heavy and grievous ease of mine... Shall 
I not, 00 able tQ live' by mine· 0W'l1 endea.'VOUl·s '? .. _. 
~~t poOl:' ~lbjeo.t,spending bis poor wife's por­
tion, hath, upon his own cost ond travw, wit hin 
these f our years, delivered. five several presses 
tor printing, caused above ten thousand books to 
be in~roepted, and caused above thre.e hundred 
pounds' tlQrth of probib.ited wa:re~ to be tah.-en and 
paid into t he exchequer. beairlessundryother par­
ticular servioes Qf ,import; fOr all which I never 
moei ved any penny in recompena9 •••• 30 

4 

30 ReQusant ,Pllpers", No. 140 , ci~ed by ),hA'Il 'i1erney,~:p. oit-.. 4:1'7.5. 

b purlJUivants bec.ame a general ,nuisance to aU, but to Cntholios , 

in particular., In .tact .. their buainess be~ a; .middle man prof'ession. 

for this era of po:r!l6cution~. Oonte:mpor~ies have left descriptions of 

their activities. One observed that Catholics were bougbt and sold like 

calves in the market; and it theY.Fe in pr!.:son the bost "fray to get out 

Was "to seek to 00 the pennyworth ot some oatcbpole pu:rsuivant who; 

tor a ,l'Eh'1a.l'd ot his, service, is otten pe1"l!1t.tted to have t he sale of some 

prisoner' .s liberty. It 

In a letter evidontlywritten by a Jesuit in 1$92 to Richard Row­

lands; it is stated, that the searches of the punuivants were very many 

ane! severe. The best times for t heir raids he said wore on SWldays, 

holidays lilte Easter, Chris~ and other church feast days. They would 

make their appearance at niebt, 9al'ly morni.ng, or at dinner t!me. They 

liked to come to the homes when there 'Wer e lew at home to resist. them. . . . 

Thi s gave tham an opportunity to rifle coffers and do as they pleased. 

~y would lock up the aerv:ants" the mistress of t~ house CIllo. Whole 
, 

family $ld then likelorcls at the dQm.ain go thrOUGh the dwelling. ThoU-
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manner of attaoki ng a hone vexiod. . orten. they ifouJ:.d (1) me wi tb a: troop 

Qf men as t houe;h' :tor battle" 'riley then w"Uld place guards on every side 

of tho hou.Ga . rush in and ra11sack every corner, "eVGn women I s beds and 

bosoms, with sueh insolent behav:l.our, that their viB.anies in this kind 

are half a martyrdom. n 'l'hey would COll11il3nd the :men to stand and keep 

t heir plaecs t'lhi1e they helped themselves to jewels, plate , llloney, Md 

the 1:ilie "under the pret,ence of papist.l'Y. II Qrtentilnes t hey broke ¥I'alls , 

untiled houses~ and picked up boards f'ro~ t.lte floor much naturally en­

tailed Q great 106S for the ovmcl"" There are' ewn records on hadd ~tat,... 

in!; that these pursuivants asked the O1'llWr t o pay them for the trouble 

they Md in searching his house " 

Even pregnant women became an object of search so much , so that they 

had to hide 'themselveS. at the birth of: their children to keen t hem ll."Om 

being 'baptil?led in the sta:lJe religi on., ~ a wonum gave birth to a child 

~-ematul'ely because of the ,lIvioil.Gnt frights ot pursuivants who, like pit-. 

lless fUries, rat)19 eve17 ..mere alike, without comp~sion , or care of the 
31 

diseased .. " 

31 Of. U.A.Tierney J.. op. cit.; 3:81, 91-92. 

After King James I began his regime the 19.\iG v;ere executed with 

eater rigor. Referring to 1605, even the Angll.can Bishop Goodman, a 

close friend of Jamesa ~kedJ 

.H ~now their ca.se \1ll$ tar worse than it was in 
the timeoi Queen Elizabeth; for then they did live 
in some hope t hat af'ter the .old woman I s life they 
mtght :have some ndtigation, •• but now they a aw tbt1 
t_.ssetUed, having 00 hope for hetterdays; but 

.e~t:tng t hat the uttermost. rigour of the law 
should be executed. 32 

32 Bishop G .. Goodman, The Co'l.lI't of ~James the First, h!lOO. 
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falter H .. Fr ere; apeaking of' ·the position. .of Erlglish Catholics SIll;)... 

sequent to the enaotment of the 1606 lEmal code, con'oborates Bishop 

Goodman. s opinion on the porzcaution of tho catholics; '''fhei;r cup was 

indeed 'now full: beyond three :;m.aall additions to the30 penal l~,fS in 

1612 and 1628, lTotestq,nt i ngenuity had nc mol'le t hat it could devise 
33 

against ,its unfo:rtU,.'late viotims. U 

., 

33 The ~gli\i!ll, Cl:ru.rch under Eli~abethand James I ; 330 . 

letter dated llay 6, 1610 and sent from Engl.:md by the Jesuits 

stated t hat five Jesuits vrere canfi ned in several London prisons", tlxroe 

otnGrs taken sine~ Father Walpole, and '!:.hat 'all bad r efused the oath 'ai to 

great co\Wage" whiCh t he "Nl"iter added was genera.lly theeaoo ' withall the. 
34 

laity and clol"gyt.lult f ell into tho hands Of tile heretical bi~bops. 

34 H.FoleYJ' 0p. cit., 7, paIt 2=lOO9 .. 

This situatiOn oi' suffering continued to the end of the reign of 

James 1. It was a ootter for a.erlou$ de,ba.tes in the H~$e of Lords for 

April and May 162h.Jesu:t tf;l{Uld pr;ies't~ Yfer,e singled out"W 'be i ncen .. , 

dUu7es.. Tboir or;ne books $OO:fle yt~ theit' Qrroe reU gion Qonfesse t he 

Jesuitee to be 50 .... " A day was again seton l'rhich all J(3suit~ Were to 

be banished or to be' hanged by law:. 

The Wordes-viperous brood-to, be taken Ef!9ay I 
and to s :ifpresse t hat TS .gyve warning uppon ravourto 
Py g<>n by a d~. ~U l<:tfrns against ".Fieotcs and Jhes ... 
'Uites being sharpe, to have ' a dayc, to begone •••• 35 

35 S.R .GaJ;'d.iner , ed . , ~1otos of .the l:I¢bates in the House of 1.prdc.1 

1624 i'J'ld 1626" camden Society"~r;:" M .s., ,. ~E-56, 62:>6j. 
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The nous~ oJ; eormons~ i1'1 1625, tJaa moo aJ..~d OVGr the inCt'oase I 

ot prac'ticing Catholics end diseus sod 1"l.ti\)r.S e.nd 'menns for better 1a"".'S and 

execution thereof. Sir Thotl.as . Hohy rode a repOi't Qn 1;.00 inQrease of Pa-

pists. . In Yorkshire h~ declared tlthey are doubled if not trebled. In 

t he North ltiding ther.e were 12QO eonvictod fiva yeuros s:i.nQo, no,; · 2hoo." 

And 11,.-" !.!ore l!ade <l r eport eto.t~g t.~t there '~re ~33 for L>m.cashire , 

.'a;nd in fower parishes bOO reformed by xij d.. a Sonday, and 80 li 001-
36 ' 

looted. for the poore .. 11 

36 Cf . S.R.Gardiner# ad. , Debates. in the- House of Conlrnons in 1625 , 
Can1d~ Sooiety , VI N.S . ,25 • 

One oause· alleead by the House of COmnons for the 1ncroa$e of Catho­

lios to t he faith was the education of their children on t~ Continent 

nthe nomber or W:bioh seminaryes have bene !¥oat1:r multiplyed in this late 

tyme, ,ihenCe hath issued the great 8Wa:l'l1le of Priests and Jesuits, seduc­

ers of his Majestic's ' su~jectes, dbpersed over all partes of t his KiJli:-
37 

dome,. i'. " . '\1 

37 Ibid., 18,. 24. 
~ 

From the efforts made h-;r the gove:rrunent to onfo:rce the penal laws 

a.gainst the Jesuits and the peopl e with and for. wbomthe Jesuits were 

'fOrking, it. becOlllesclear tha.t the task the Jesuits had on hand to ~-

OOl'VO ODd :revitaliZe the Catholic faith was a super human r.U.stlion.,. 

As soon sa the Jesuitss&t foot, on Engli$h soU pursuivants, spics. 

and ini"o:t'Jl1E)X's swarrned: to oapt1.J1'e t.hai:n for tb;; government. Father 'fe;:sons 

i n his memoirs speaks of some Of the pursuivE!nts and t he· s py system .. , 

And as fOr spye.s" true, it i s, and yt as God 1$ 
\'tOlli;. in his works to let contraries rise together , s .O 

~ 
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rrth t his mission of them that desired to &el~Q him, 
he peIi'Id:~ted t hat diverse, Ul...d.ispoa;ed persons at :;e 
very smne1nstant r~pilied into England fll'om RO!'!le &. 
other places t hat meant to be spye.s in Eogld tf$ 
t4mdo.y~ Sledd, John 11licholls & ot hers.38 

38 T~ t1'eqoit'ij, gf father ~obe:r't P<$'r'so~~,; edited bf J .H. F'oUen, 
C.H.S. , 2~20o., . - . . . 

l!6 

~~ .. ~~~~~~~--~----~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~--~~--~~~~~~--~~-.--~~--~~ 
P~oplsc Ttho be~e spies "I'le:re Gf~n t.oo$'e l.east suape¢ted.., John 

lI1.iohoUS of whom Father 1'e1'S006 $poke @:iZ'ves as o.m e~ple.., 'le( "\llas a. 

Protestant minister Tfho lfQluntarUy abjured h0l'esy a.nd. then thrQueh the 

kindne 13 E!. of t he Pope attended the Bngli$l: COl1e,ge at ROn1e. He was, how­

ever, not a fit aubject £.Ql" the priesthoOd .. md henGe ;re'tnnlQd to t ngltWd 

where the perseootion a!!ainst the ,C$tOOlios wa$ ;raging~ glill~ediatelJt 

apostatized @d off ered h1mseU to the, ~,retles to eapt~~ f or them Je$­

Ul. t~ and pr1eat$ whQ he.d latel.y arrived tram Qe., l'oo he:ratl c$ wel .. 

;oomed his SUFI/ioo and sent. lrlm as a p:t"Ei'l':.0ttded, prisoner to t he. 'to)'fer to 

get iPlol"tllat:1,on £i"Ol'li tl:le r;,riaolIt»."·s, Here Lieutenant HGpton" lteeper of 

tOO Tower" p,i:ll'8Uaded h1m t(>. %T i tes hook 9'spE)c:1.a:11y against Jesuits. It 

lias oU:'oulated t~t be VI~a learnaGlJel$ut,1 now "'nV19rwd. to t.he e';.1~ 

liallad ,state chw'eh.This caused: '11 great sensati on-a Jesuit tun>.efi ~onl'"' 

vertl lfl'ot/l$& went to the Tower to hear i;hJ.Q cGmterlEiu JO$Uit preach, but 

only to tb~ir eha¢n be¢a:uae lae was tflt"lllyan igDorant man. He left litng­

land and see-sGL'l'1ed on religion, hut e'?entua).ly ret'll:l"OO.d .. HoptGn used h:ltn 

as a spy 1n London wneI'c b<) l aW bewa:yed F'athG!!r Antbony TYrell to too 
.39 

gove;nnnent .. , 

39 Ibid.:.; 4=7. _., 
At t his Gar,,0 t::llne Sledd alao engaged himsel.!7 as a spy ,,, He ba-d been 
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Dr. Sanderson' s sorv;al'lt :in Roi'!'£ of ",mom Father Pe:t' oons wrote . t o FatIlOr 

Agazzari, rector of the English College, June 16, 1581! 

Sledd is 011 our .. tl"ook oore trum. o't."lers, for he 
has authO'd ty from the Royal Council to Oreat..: into 
all men t a houses as he vrl.ll and to ee~ch all places, 
vtbieh 00 does diligently.. Wherever there is a gleam 
or hope o.f booty " It is incmdible how llluch '\"to arc 
harassed tr.r t hese traitors. . 

40 Thid~,J 4:9 -
To! Father ~azzari he also. wrote about a spy .named caddy Who. at the 

tir:.e of Canpion' B trial was knO'v'lU by such names as Caddocl,. and Craddock. 

ThiliJ Caddy bad 'boon oocpelled from the English College ill .Rolnc on account 

oi bad conduct. 

Ifdp 

'Lawrence ,Cadcl.y,,~,llav:lng ~; here to wndon, 
went h:i.In~l.fto the bishop ~ and f1"'001y renounced thO 
:OathOl1~ t~th 1- vlhioh pleaa.cd the heretics much, and 
t~1 dete:r"ll:tiMd to make capHal Ollt or this a.postasy. 
30 .it was ordered t hat the prElaelwr whQ tias to pre&!)} 
on the following f east at the most oelobrated pulp! t 
in London, namely, at St ... Pau.l'·s Cress, s..'1ould take 
bim VIi th hhI to deolare publioly the things t hey 
should suggest against the Pope and. the Rotlan religion. 

Being a very coarse-looking fellow. he did this !il 
\'1i th such bad graqo that they \1Q;t'e all Q$hamed of him. · 

41 Ibid. ) 4&9. 

Trusted cOl:tl'panionsalso turnod spi€!s" l?"lathor Peraons had that ex­

perience wi til one called Robert Al£:Leld. Wb.e."l Father Campion was eat: 

tured, Fat Persons retired to ,Q house which oWed in a rorest very 

nc~ to the public. road al.on~ 1mioh Father Campion would be taken to 

London~Not wishing to ta.lw '1;;00 wmeoessa.I7 .rl.sk of speaking to tUm 

per:sonally» Fether Persons sent his servant R.oberl Alfied who atter:Nard.s 

turned. traitor. Persons had accepted AJ.£ie1i 9,:3 bis mis3io~J companion 



because t,ho latter had been :rcc~nded to him b.l nono other tJlall "ieldl .s 
42 

mm b.."Ot hcr, a priest , nbo felt he ho.d convorted hi.T. fom his o'li-il wo,ys . 

42 Ibid., 4:19, 29,31--.. ~--~--~--~--------.. ~----~--------~--~~~~~--~------~~--~----~---------------~---~ 

Recourse was clso h:ld to deception end trlckoI"J to enonare the 

pI"iest~h For e~ple a co.rtain Jv,stice Young and other magistrates in­

veigled a Fo.thel' TiTrel to say Mass J hear aonf'eesion:a and administer the 

sacrament s and then adl'oitly found out to WDO!ll he m:lnistercd these spir­

itual servicG~ . The purpose behind it all W<1S to entrap those concorned 

and m.ake them pey the penalties. 'ftlere are aleo on reeord t.he names 0:£ 

Burden, BalmX' and Vachel who pretended to 'be Catholics at the behest of 

the government. They would asaist at Mass, go to confession 'and receive 

tbe sacraments ~rith othor Ca'i;,holics~ only to betray them later . P.nother 

i ndividual .ront so .far as to pretend reconciliation to t he Catholic faith 

through a priest in the Wisbeach prison just to entrap him; t he priest 

was e,pp1"ehended insta1'1tly~ These vtel'e lilOt isolated cases of d®eeptiol'lj 

th~y were the oOramon practice.. Some men did not even besi t.. .. te to go to 

Europe to enter the semil'l<U'ie~ on too ·texto£ ~tudying fOr the priest-

hood :in ot"der that t hey mtght be better able to identify 'theu comr ades 
43 

when they returned to England .. 

43 M.A.'r1erney, ~t .. , 3179., 

From the quoted data it is evident t.lJ.at the gowrnment did itS ut;... 

most to dostroyt.he Cathollol'eligion.. As a result it 'l'laZ virtually :lJn­

possible for -lite Jesuit.s tAl attain their full ~piritual objeotive, namely, 

to preserve t he Catholic faith in England~ Tilis active !o!oV01'Il1Jlental in.-­

terference was binclrancecnough to n sp;i.:dtual a postolate but added to 



h9 

this \iilS' t.:1El lack of 'll.'lii'ied aotion 8.llOl'lP; the; . C::-tho1ic c lcrQ1lllcD in i3nz-

lc:nd, 'i'hC".l wore left vii thout n bishop fr~ 1559 162h .. !hen ~" William 

B:ishop was consc~ated to tho ·Zoe of C'nalcodon in partibus infidaUum and 

appointee! Vicar Apoetolicowr En{;land and Scotland. The result of tl'd s 

non-hierarchical juriediction mado it irlpoGsible for tho clGl'gy( secular 

and religious) to b.:1;,.re well-def':U.ed directives especially to th~momCl)-o! 

tous questions t ha:t, f-rould necessarily aii'isain a land Q.f religious per­

secution" One major p:roblelll that $cer.1ed to haw arisen £'rom this oondi-

twn Was the poli tical- reUgioua J).ppel1ant eat Corrtro-rol."sy ''l'lth its 

attending qU.3X"1"Cls among the secular priest.s thctmClvcs, as well e.s SOnJe 

of the seculars witb the Jesuits... Ui'ldm' nonn,31 circumstanoes" it llOUld 

be expecting too ,~ fm; a. woup of seculm' priGsts ~l1d religi<Y.l;J","ordcr 

men never to ha,~ any points of serious d1i'.ferel}Cos ~ong t.hem.selves in 

theit' v:;?"$"l;, apcstoUc .fiald> let alope ~ t his co.mplex period.: 

In 1580,. Fat.her Pel'$ons, ~hortly ai'ter his arrival in tngland; ws,"ot e 

that there was cxtre..'l1e need for a bishop t.o take. interest :L'l the comon 

callse and to supply the holy oilQ for 'baptism and extreme unction. 

The problems that 1mm~Aiiately loomed up after Father Person~ and 

Father c.w.piono''ltered England wuld sol:"'\1'e 'to iU.ustrate what is meant 

by a cler gy vtithout a bishop. Fa.th()'r !Person$ reali2ed t hat the sooner 

they left Londcm to CM"ry on their spit"i tua). ministra.tions the better., 

But ooforedoing thia he Vlished t.o present h±:nsel .t to the eoclesias t ical 

<:iu.thoritie~ and the olGrgy of the pla.eG .. . That act {}f' deierenoe and res­

pect 'Was the usual pre1iminar7 to a .Jesu;i:t wss.iop. ·and in this case it 

was a.1so very :impot"tant to: ens:U1"'e unifomi ty in working with the .a't.her 

~ell'&.. But since the~ \'las ~o cler~ a:l:. liborty wi t.1. cccleoiasticcl 

Tank, he asired the Ql der pl."'iests to meet :in a poorman's house by t he 

riverside neat' St. 'Y Oyerias. At this me~ting" knO'Wl1 today as the 
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Southt'tm'k S"jnod of July 1580, tlere prosent the two Jesuits and Fatr.et 

George Blaclm"i;);ll, later Archpriest" a.'1d sOlSie ot'f:-...er Pl~stS . 

Th@ ~efJtions brou~bt up ,1.'or diOCllSSio,n at thin Synod v:ere cbarac­

tel'ist ic of the situation ~'tilieh c.onfronted the m::;siorll.l.I'ies. 1l'athel" per-

os l ed discussions.. He firGt read thG in$'l:.ruc"tiono 'i.L.'1de;r will-Ell). 

too Je~'Uit raissionari es lvere VTo;rking., $!aphasizlng the pJ."ohi bition of po-

lit-ieal aetion und deela..~ on oath his ignorance :l until hie arrival at 

' ''eims, of Dr. Sander' s e~itiQn into ~eland;o Ravine; cla:d . .fiod the 

JOStJ:it posi t i on in England, the, next vital question agenda was 

the rule governing tho laymen"s attel.ldanco at Protastantoorviees~ Ii 

con1mi t ~e of theComlcil 0, ",nt had given a deoision but tMl"e had 

been no official pro.mulgation of it~ Father Pe~$ons, hOl7Cver, following 

the decision of the Council of Ttent~ pron¢tm~dan absolute prohibition. 

T'rds placed outside of 'the C:ltholio ehlWch ,anyone obsewirm the law to 

attend Frote::rtant s~rvioast 'lh¢ wo~ds that ~Ul00 the matter read;· 

So public, l:Ll'l aot as is go:i,ng to churCh,. 1iharo 
pt'{lfes$1.on is made t o !l:;lPUgn that-ruth and to deface, 
Uieoote and bring i nto hatred Ohrist"sOatholic 
Chtirch " is t he highe~t iniqu:ity that can be c'OOlIilit-
.... ~ ,-'I U4 -
~. . -

6; eiW b-,r J .H.I)ollen, 
331.- 3'36. 

$0 ;£.t wascWcided t hat t his would be the sum tot:a1 of ~ihat .ul the 

olerftS would teach their catholic ~. The next question for debate 

vIas eeele,siastical and t ypical 'Of England at t hat time. It had to do 

with the Sarumand RoIlU'Ulr.i te.. The Sarum rite had been observed in Eng ... 

l..and but now nQ 1':10re Sarum ootllks Y<ere printed and t he priests arriVing 

froI!l a.b~ad were all trained in the i~ rite . The qucs.t ion, for €J\:­

ample! of !',Et6:ting under the Sal-um 'rit() lfas more 0001;"00$ tban the Romen. 

Naturally i .twouJ,d raise dil'.t'ieu1tie~. It was di$cl,lsaed and .a Q0n set"V'a-



tive decision given. 

Nothing Shall be altel'ed in the mattJer of fast .... 
ing fl'<Wl the old ensto1lls> but in "!'That shire so over 
of England(!or all had not one Q\l'stOOl, bUt the ChUl~ch 
of YC4)wk some~ oodClratlterbul'Y and ! ,omi"ol} othel."s) the 
Catholics could r~ber that the. Fridays, 0):' any" 
other day or vigil VIas faste.d~ the swe to be kept 
'and continued no .. ';, sud the pt'iests always to be. ~he 
.first and. most forward to put it j ,n e~oution. b 

45 Ib:i.du 236 . 
~. -----"-----.-.. -----~-'-. -~~- ----.~--- -~. --.--~---""-------.---' 

,o·t..J.wr topic for oonsideration Was one W.at embraced no seri-ous 

$1 

principlo but which was clH'f:lcult to set;tle. It had reference to the 

diotdbutine of tho incominS pric8ts ~ong the diffc1"entcountio$;J to\lDS,. 

and houses ofCathoU.cs.. It V!'aS a oojor point of discipline but no de-. 

finito plan "las or could be formulat~d tU"lttl the <!lerro! could hGtve ,a 

bishop of their own and this 41d not bappen until 1624. Even if the 

clergy had decided to hold il'equent llleet::l.ngs to b~ing about unified ac­

tion~ it would not have ooerl p.."'U:dent . Tbi$ SQ.uthw'ark Synod proved how 

hazardou,s such gatherings could be . 

The end of the S;rnop ~ame suddenly {II One ChQ:l"les 
Sledd had ooen a servant 1n wme to Dr.. Sanderson or 
'Dr. Morton, and bad t her,e come to knw many Catholics. 
Jaw he had · turned traitorf; and began to arrest his 
i'ormo;r a.cquaintallces., He seized Robart Johnson, 
pl"iest nnd af'tavw~s mar'Oy;r~ and Mr,.. Henr;y OJ,'tonf 
who tmS at that time actually-on his way to t he hoUSe 
where the Jesuit ~'atber$ werej S.o t hat :i..£ Sledd had 
had. the pat5.enee to f oUow his q~ home,. he might 
havo seized the 'whole band of l'ili~8ional1:ies at ona 
$Voop~ After such a werning it was no \ronder that 
the assembly broke up i ii t,nall convenient speed.. To 
have met at all 'I'm,s a brave CCinception~ and shows how 
deep~y I?Jv;ery one felt . the ,1,leed for Gomeso;",t o£oe-
cleSlastlcal government. UP . 

46 Ib~ " 337 ... 339. 
_o _ _ _ ~ ___ o. . . __ . ~._ ._ . ______ - __ ., __________ • _______ .... 
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The last major obstacle with "shieh the Jesuits had to e ope during 

their apoatolate between 1580 to 1623 was the Jacobean Oath of 11.110-

glance.,. Tbis oath caused ser+ous trouble fOr the Catholic cler gy and 

laymen,. Since t here '~faa no bishop ill England to promulgate the answer 

to t he question Whether t:l. Catholieeould tal~e the· oatb without compro­

mis ing his faith,; confusion reigned among the olergy and the Cat holio 

laymen. 

The Jesuits were f oretlo$t in a pposing the efforts of James l. to 

impose the oath. Ironically this oath was drawn up ~J an apostate e:x:­

Jesuit, Christopher Perkins, and was so 'lorded as. to give the appear­

ance of QrthQdoxy", 'i'heoath, however, obta.inod one objeeti'ItG, namely, 

it split the ranks '0£ Oatholic:? into two bit ter factions ,. Blacl.. .. well , 

t he Arohpriest" approved t he oath, Jlany of the seoular pri ests under 

his direotion refused to adopt hi s oeci810n. Father Hol tby, 8 .J . ~ t.he 

Super i or of t he Soc1ety in Engl.and, 1If~ned his 1'0110\1 Jesuits to make no 

pronouncement on it until the Holy Father h.;1Q given his decision. I'Ope 

Paul V :m 1606 £\)rbade· Catholics 'to W(e the oath and d;1reete4 Fat her 

Persons and Robert Be11.ax'llline~ S.J ., to send earnest exhortations to 

Blaokwe.)..l to instruct t he Olel'gy t hat :it was tnornlly impossible to t ake 

t he oath. Blaok\vell.. of course, was notsubtnissivc o. He ke.pt his clergy 

ignorant of the Fope's pl!'On0l1nCement and. want so .far as to take the oath 

and in 1607, to vtt'ite a pUblic letter adVia.ing Catholios to 1'0110-.1' his 
47 

examplE!. 

47 Of. :M .P.Harney, f3.J ... The Jesui~ :in History, t he Society of 
Jesus through Four HOonturie~J' 189. . .. . . 

Father Blount, S .J., 'writing to Father P~rsons December 7" 1606, 

made this comment, 



I '\'IOuld t.o God the cuotomer (.:1r.chpr1est) ",ould 
inform of all~uoh matters as belong to him: £01' his 
,silence doth ar-gue a kind o.f neglect of the points; 
an4 our information mal"..etb~ u.::;l 001'0 hated ot the es­
tate and secular r.ri.eots. 4(j 
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48 11 .. 1 •• Tiorr~y, o£_ cit., 4: appendix, CY'.liv-cxlv. 
) . 

Father Holtby in the Jesuit .A:nnu<:u I.etter oi 1607 described the 

havoc caused by tbo oa:th. Spaaking of the people in YorkshiJr'c and in 

the northern part of E.'lgland he said they were tre.uted most cruelly .• 

Their cattle are driven arra;y* their houses ran­
sacked, -..valls are broken dow'll, chests and seoret 
drawers are foroGd and searched,. •. , •• ,We may now see 
what a grievouS' p.erooout1on has been ocoasioned by 
th1~ oath which George Blackwell <}efendsj despite 
the intreaties o~ his i'X'iends and

4 
the letter of 

Ca.rdirull Bell~, and others. 5) 

49 H.FOley, op. Cit" 7, part 2:981·982 . 

He added tha t as far as the Jesuits were c~ed they did not con--­

s ider -the oath la1nUl but t hat there 'Were tnany who follcr.vod tho liX'chpriest 

a"lli approved the course he had ta}:::en, while lJlDl:lY more disapproved it and 

'rightly considered submission Q;6 denial of their religion. uNothing in 

all these thirt.y ;}-"6aI'Sl of tersecu'l:.ion has clone 6\.l.ch injury to religion as 

this ,scand2J..oua example of the Archprle~t, ,'lhose vary vir~f) haVQ helped 

to le~"ld many .astraYI! God grant that he may at length come tQ a bette;r 
50 

mind,." 

50 H. Foley , tOR!, <::1 t. 

The Annual Jesuit lett ers £or 1610 continued to speak of tho effects 

Of the oath. The connivance Qf some of t he priests in the matter of the 
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oath lessened the resoluti on of SOh'1O'of the weak GathoUc~_ One letter 

mentioned that a. Father Andrew ll';riar .. 0 VIes at l i ber ty, doclared it 

his opinion t l:l.a.t.tho oath CQuld be taken'; t hat Blackwell was angry with, 
, 

one of: his companions in pri$on beca.use he refused t o take it; and that 
. 51 

Heburlle . an appellant priest., '1'.'8.$ f urious aga.inst thoso -who refused it. 

51 IPid.,7, part 2:1018. 

-,'\rOO t he Protestant.S were ooncerned about the division betwoen . t he 

clergy, for they were afr.aid it would ~ or gre.at peril to the state , 

lias l1lUeh as the disoonwnt of the common }l(;\ople against the gentry. But 

God def&nd and continue Hi,s poa¢e, which the Pope desires to violate by 
52 

ins:tigating the papists torefusc the oatb of allegiance .It • 

52 Journal of Sir ROier Wilbl'aham) Camden Society, IV, 3rd S., 96. 

Several of the Jesuit rathel'S "''ere seflt to prison for refusing to 

t-ake the oath.. Ip. 1607 Father Wi lliam Wright Was' tran~£erred f;oIli thG 

LondQn to the iihi te Lion P;rison where he gained £rui t by instruct ing all 

in the true CQ.thoUe doctrine and giving the correct mWl"'pli"Ctat ion to 

the oath 1n opposition to the inte~tat1Qn of the Arohpriest . A'11ong 

t hose vlho. al.t hough great hiends of the1i.l"chp:riest, refused hisdecisiQn . . . 

on t .he oat,h vrere ToWs l!Iattbe\l$,. son ot the Archbishop of York sod t hree 

members of the Gage family, T:Jho subsequen tly were made prisoners foX' re ... 

f using the oat h", Later five JesuitD ,·/ere conf:lneQ. in se'\rcral london uri-
53 

sana because they refused to ~ the oath. 

53 HOi Foley, ~)~ ~d.~ .. ,f part 2uOOh, l009~ 
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According to the di;:u-y of Yongc", the Holy Father Pn1.ll . V~in 1612 

tlsent an i nhibition to all his catholics in Eng1::uld that they should not 

take the o.a t h of suprnmaoy; vhcreupon all \wre St'fOm .Me·\,:" and many re-
54 

fused. II 

54 Di& of \'f~ter Yonia, Camden Society, V:41 O.S., 23 . 

By 1614 t he pope· a interpretation of t he oatb wQ.o still not accepted: 

by all of the. el(}rgy* This as \18.3 expluincd in t he Annual J estU'f; wtter 

for .l614caused untold trouble. for all aff ected by it .. 

The enen;r of souls secus tms year to h~ put 
forth all his craft and ,rues utterly to ruin such 
cathoUcs as wavored in. this matter j nor are t here 
\'l'ant inc those wboso office it is to guide others 
sooowho maintain tho lawfuJ..nee:J of this oath in . 
view of the i'ornlidable consequences of re'fusing it ... " 
NQ'bdthstsl1ding' its condemnation iDtwo Apostolic 
Briefs and the letter addressed to him by the Most 
nlus~ious Cardi..'1al Bell~, he continued to de­
fend it lv word and writing . OUr Fathers ha.ve stood 
in t he breach. and have brawly opposed Bl~ckl'Jell and 
his adherents. Neither the tears and aff ection ot OUJ;Y 

bent Mends among the GatholicSt t he open throat!] of 
heretics, and the secretly prOffered bribes and pro.;. 
oises of certain partieo it 1;/0 would be but little 
less outepoken, nOl" t he prQspGqto£ SOIOO ruJ.oviation 
of tho present Qa,larntiGt;l t haw avnilcd t o turn one 
of ouv· Fathers from thec.onstant defence of the 
truth.. Way,mo1"0~ with t hia hel p of God' Sgx'tlQ,0, not 
only have th~ kept their penit.cnt4J steadi"ast, but 
they haYoraioodsamo nho bad t all en, eon:fil1OOd 
waverers, and, both in private conferences and in 
publlsb...'-'d works , have wonf'uted ~ 1'Jeak and OIJ!Pty 
sophisms of tho opposite pal'ty,. 55 

J5 H. Fol ey, oP.c1t"1 1. part 2&1059. 
;~ < 
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FQPJIA'rION OF . 'lUE ENGLISH .VROV1NGE FROM . ],580 T9 1623 

~8pite the taetthat the Jesuits 'lmre being eonatantly bU£f'eted by 

the tides of opposition, $\loh as the diffi. e-ulty of ge·tting intQ England 

and remaining active. hatred for the Society a.ssucll, Wnal laws with 

their B,ccom~g proclamations tor enforcement,. and the unfort-unate 

quas:i,...aoephal.ous situation eJdsting among the Catholic elergy, the Jes­

uit Mission steadily progressed and took form. 

In 1580 two Jesuit Father's and a. Brother oomprised t he total man 

pcmer ot the Society in Bngland. Thill! number steadily grew 'in api te of 

the losses sustained byperseoution. By 16'24 the English masion, now 

raised to tbe dj;~ty of the English Province; had 152 members working 

in the aposto1ate. Of this number 148 were priestl3, one a scholastic 
1 

and throe, temporal OOacljut01"s, l ay brother s with religious V~'fS. 

1 H .. Foley ,. 0E. oit. , 7, part 2 ;1100. 

To understand what is meant by the r aising of the English Mission 

to the status of an English Province, it must be recalled that a OoneraJ. 

of t he Order residing a.t ~. governs. t he world-wide Soeiety of Jesus .. 

He , like the Pope, is elected to his office for life. But sa 'wi despread 

is the Society, ., pmaerous i ts members,. SO varied its en~rprise.s tJ'lat 

the GeneraJ. cann6t govern alone. To carry on administrative 'aftair!3 

with greater efticieo,ov., the Society is divided geographically i nto 

various regions called Provinces. ThaProvinoes befQre being raised to 

t hat posi tiOR are usuall y Vice-hovinees . 
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Father J~per He:filood; 1531 ... 1,84j Fatoor tJilUam Weston) 158h ... l$"87s 

Father Henry Garnett" 1587-1e06;Father tiona;d HOltby', 1006 ... 1609,; and 
4 

Father P.obert .J'onea, 1609 ... 1615,~ 

u teia.., 7~ part l=lx, 

, ., 

------~--------------------~----------------.--------------------

The records are not-cleat' as t el> wl19$UCeeeded to. the office from 

1615 .. 16rr a.f~l' Father Jop..es J death. At this ti.rlle the last ViC€/,..Prefeet 

'.'lea appointed; nameJ;y", Fa.-tl1$l' UChard I31<>unt", Before his a.ppointment 

in l.617 Foley' $ Reeorqa ~e(;)m to indica.te that J''a;t heX' Mieb&<i,ll Vtalp¢1e . 5 4 

held th€ po$itiQn~ 

:) :0,1,4-, 4'32. 

Since a pe~nt r~~:Ldenee for a Jesui t was. mo~t :t.mpraot:Loo'ble it 

h~ we;re to ~IIJCQ.~. the unju.st la;ws,it becomes rather diffieult to ~­

stand h01'l ,the Sllperiol' ~ged. to EJetll his .fellow-aDorers and h<i1\Y he 

called them toeet.her folt spe.cial meetings t oqb.eok on theirte:mporaJ. and 

:Spiritual progress; but itwas(ionG and with plentYQ£ baz~ds. The 

Superiors S'.lc~edfld in malntalnil"g a noua€l tor .gtin&lfal resort in Dr near 

London~ BetON a.'1d ~t tbe tillle ot'theOunpowder .Plot, 1605"1606,. f'a.ther 

Henry Garnett., then Su;perio:r, hoo. leased a. place fQ~ general ne:adquarters; 

qalled tIt'ihite Webb$." It was located u,pon l!:ntieldOlw..s~ ~ Tbis house 

:I;}la,yed its part in t he trials of iathel;~S Garnett ~d Oldeorne ", 

Fat.her 01dc()rne., in ~lexatlli:nation in the '.PGY>Ylill't 
t!orcb :5,,1606, says t bat hew as mttJi Father Q:lI'Uett at 
\<1hi'te \'Tebbs in w.(l~.JJnaa term, 1604, a.t 1"ihi~b time 
there were Fathe:ra Blount a:nd: Lister;, t bere; with 
GUoort" Gerard, ~Otbel'SI t6 the number of Wn 
.... rtth Uimseli' •• 'AI '. In. $'lotr..ere~at1oti being asked 
t be ;reasOl.l of tneir meeting so 9£ten at White Webbs ... 
bo anSlifflred : 'iTh<:l cause Qr their meetingwa.e, that 
tlY1.ce a ye.a:r,' or once at leas,t, they well". , by their 



ru.lee , to give an account pf 'I:.hcir· conscienoe to 
their Superior, and to renew their v6\ve, and for 
doing thereof t he'.! were SllovlSd three &lys, and 
oame thither eommonly on tbel'lllU::;;da.y, but too 
other til/o days they made t,hemselves l'eady for the 
Sunday; and he ''Tao t here at. least six ti.'11eS befoge 
,e knaw the name of the house to be White Yiebbs. 

6 Ibid . ~ H74--89 ~ -
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As alre ady indicated or.-oing t .Q t he great inoreas e of t he &glish 

members of the Society, the QeneI'M ,li:lutius Vitellesohi !raised the Eng­

lish lJission to the state Qf· a Vice-.Province and Appointed Father Rich­

ard Blount_ Vice-Provincial. This Vice.-Prov:i..nee t ook in t he territory 

of Belgium and England. Fatb.er Blount by 1620 ll.'ld _~~red throughout 

?ngland 109 llleltlberi? in the f ollowing numbers ~ distriots;' 

7 ;I.bid., 1=74--89'. - , 

London distri.e'h .. ~ •• 19 
iteicestershire." . ... . 12 
Walos ....... . I ' • t ' ••••• 11 
0 . ..... ..,.011" ,\:I ~I , A~~~ ••• ~ •••• ~. U 

Lineol."l.wre .. ", .••• '''''' 6 
Hatnpshire •.• • ' • •• " '" .. it . 8 
Yor kshire .' • ~' • ' .' •• • •• 7 
Staffordshire •• •• •• • 10 
North.."Ullptonsh:i.re •• • • ll 
Laneashire •• ~ • ••• ••• 12 
"[ 01. " ' 1 · ~ '7 ... orCQij~rs l :l.l"e,'! .. . . •• ;) I 

The districts into which the EnGlish Mission was dinded were des­

i~ted b<.! such titlos as Collages, or quasi-collegos and: &esidenees. 

Superiors ar>Ji a proportionate number of Jesuit menil:>ors 'liors attached to 

ea.oh. The toDdon dis.trict, kn(j1'li:l as the COllege of St. Ignatius, had 

its 1leadq'l~'tera, in or neal" London. In 1622 the Jesuits held t he first 

V'iae- Prov1ne:l.:a1 Col'lgteeation_ This mee ting took pl ace .in lPndon at, the 

residenoeot the French axnbassador in Dlacki'rtars. The ambassadors· 



60 

houses afforded 5000 w.eQSUrc of secu..."'ity becau<3e of t.'le, lega.1 capacity 

ot these officials.. llov/owl' , evon hem pu1~S'J.ivants did not hastitate to 

intl"ude. The reason for hold:i;ng this asaembl.T at BJ,aekt'ric:rs may have 

been that t here was no Londonl'osidencc· after the breaki ng up of tbe White 
B 

ebbs in 1606. 

8 lbid .~ 1:74-79. -
In the Almual Jesuit ~tters trom the Vice ... PrOVince for 1619--1620 

t he l atter surmitJ€l ia not subs t.a.ntiatcd", The corrospondoot. here spoke 

of having 41.ken a. bouse in London that was very retir ed and private. He 

the~l interestinGly related hm'l the ho:u.~e was used until the purst;livan.ts 

caught up on the Jesuits. 

< ••• <tHi ther our members us'ed to come to' con~t 
to~ther t and to ,mako rotroats . A.1 tar staf f a.."ld 
other t hings for t heir use were kopt thero. 'i'hc 
t hi-ng could not be kept so secret but that t hese 
bloodhounda h.:'1.d scent of it~.,. . because Holy neek 
wns oo.or and they ;ml:'E$ SUt\)!lloned to different places 
or else to avoid the danger of iopending tumult , all 
l eft t he house oxcept. one , who .'niB sick in bod~ re ... 
moving their 1Gtters and books elsewhere • 

• • • • they (pursuivanta,) force the ,sick Father to 
rise , a.'1d carrjins him off" t'li th tVJo, servants of thE:! 
house , :first to t heir own dwel ling, while some search.­
ed and plundered the house , others 'vero on the watch 
if any of t he Fathers ignorant of what had ocourred, 
miebt ohnnce tOCO.ll'.e and be caucht ; and $0 i t f ell 
out thG.t 000.1 who could not be forewarned of it, came 
and vrascaught, and carried off t o prison.9 

9 Ibid~J ,:99"" 4 

'l'he wrttereoncluded tJ'lis api-sode by stating t hat the· tenant and 

O\'/11er of t his home were f'i~d and imprl.sQned., but t hat the Vice"'Provin-

cial who had. beep the prize object of ~ir scarch fGl:' many years had 

again es~aped the frustrated purS'ltivants. 
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In the yelilX 1623, ;in @l$eQ.uenee of tlw, ' still ra,pid increase of 

members to the Soeiety of Je,sus, the, ~ne?ru. of the Ordert Vitel1esehi, 

raised the Englisb Vice- fTQvinoo to the s tat\UJ or a Province. Father 

Blount's allthority was alao raised to that af a l'J.>011incial.. J!a;ther 

Blount in turn appointed , Fatb.e:t" JiUohard Banke the firs,t nectar or Super-. 

i or of the newly founded College of St. l~tiua already !Spoken 'Of ~ This 

Colle~ was oll'iginally.called the House 01.' Pr<.ibation (or' ~vitiate) ot 

St. Ignatius, "lith tlrle Mission 'Of ~t1don. ~s 1£i58ioo of Landem :1,.tlclud­

ed the , counties 'Of Middlesex" SurrG"J, Kent j Berkl1lhit-e; and Hert.fordshire 

wbiqh territ ory ila,s usu.ally :t'oi'er1V€ld to as -W~ tol'ldon, District., ItI'G­

tailled the narr.eof a I;iovittate until 1773, but ceased t(ll be used fo:t' that 
10 

)?W;'flCse after the famousj}01el"k~nvfell eearchfl in Yal'ch , 1628., 

10 IQid", 7 -; pax't 1 ::xii ~ 
~ 

In the Annual wtter f or 162l:t.~ written shoriU;r af'tel' t.he foundation 

an.dQrganizat.ion of the PrOV:Ln<;e, Ii :rnthe:role.el~ perspea-tive of the set,.. 

up was outlined . 

We have noo' established i.n variou.$ counties of 
England houseso.f the Sooiety~. t hat are very $onven­
:Lent forcondueting the business of t he ittssion, al)'d 
serve as pJ.Acee of roetreat for the Fathers who hnvcp 
beenengagad inll.EU"d Work~, Tha lDndQn ~lQV;it1ate is 
a!':POinted ftt¥: one of tl'ldse houses, al;ld ts Pl'Oduc~ive 
ot tb:e .gr~ate;;3t good.. 'i"ne ~oit,.ant.s ~ oceupJ.ed 
in all kinds or ~ 1~rksamonG the novi~es ~ld 
in the study 0:£ the Constituti.ons of the Society., 
Those who enter the Soeietr . hell'8 area.lready in 
Holy Order~t and oee,asionally also ,are of a , .mature 
ate, and collSeqU'E.)ht17 of great we.igbt 't1.ith theu' 
£~llO\r-nov;tees; neveMoheles,s* suoh is their simpU ... 
city and attention to the lninutest %lod of SUperiors, 
that the,- seem almost. to ~asa t hose younger than 
t~1em~lves.Some of the veter~ missi.oners attaehed 
to t his district occasionally meat together j ten or 
twelve tl.t a ~'1 ' · 'to~ t~ Spiritual Bxereise~ , 
wbicll I!U'e attended with good: resulta both in rec~w.t­
ing the'ir OVil'1 exhausted bodily st:rea)gth and in a reno­
vation of fervour of spirit, as also in affording an 

~ 



0d:li'ying oxnt':lple -1;,0 tho nov-ices . And it is truly de­
liehttul -to vrl't',U~ss these ancient athlotes after en­
during t he sufferingG of pr:i.so!ls" fetwl'S" <Uld long 
and arduous toils in t he vineyard or Christ; emulat­
ing no""ie~s in Vllbli:J acts of humility " obedience, 
e..nd self-conquest. . 

11 Ibid ... ) i', part 2=1101.,..1102. -
.' 
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This l~tter .f'ul"ther explains t hat the l-esidfimt Father ·s in t hi$ pal:"­

ticular district devO'wd themselves especial ly t o preaching and expound­

ing the Christian doctrine and that as a res:ult there was a change Qf 

moral standards . "iany of the people were aroused to const.nnoy in the do­

fence of their faith end. others to the use of the s acran:tents and t t.e prac­

tice of the higher duties of Christian pi ety. Tho writer ,specific..'tiJ.y 

mentions. that t here ;;rcre twenty ~nera1 eonfessions and s:ixty ... flve eon-
12 

versions from heresy. 

12 l;bid., 7 ~ PaJr't 2 :)~Ol-1,102 . -
Peter Gullday commented very favorably on the organhation o,f the 

})~ngl1sh Province .0,' 

., • • It is not surprising that.,. with suoh a splen,.. 
did system of controlling the vfork done in England ] 
the SOciety; should be 'so r;i.oh in vwations. These 
colleges, in start,ling cont ra- distinction to t ho quasi­
acepbalClus ,condiUon. of the Secular Olergy., present to 
u~ Gornp.:!-ot bodies of Qatholic clergymen at the hichest 
~tandard of educati()n~ the majority of them Pl'ofessed 
Fathers J ranking in the Church as LbctoI's of Divinity" 
and all of them subjeoted to a long spiri ttlal training, 
acting in unison under local Superiors \U th one general 
head. dispersed in ~very county of England t'Jld Wale s • .!3 

13 J? GuUday , The Engliah Catholic Rcfug?e.s on the Cont:iJlent , 
14&-148. , ... . 
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To Guil~ it Was refi'e.$hing to meet this r e·gularly Qrganir&ed b~ 

of oon in <l country where. the (lGlculal'" clergy W!are .scattered !Us a 

flock wit hout a shepherd~ the :!iricU.ns oi a goven~nt trllich found them 

easy to ~raeeute t and the 1nhedwrs ofa (lpre.sbyter1an" form of hier­

~cbical jurisdiction. wl.'dch hjn~d and prevented them frQm .torki ng 

i11th the elaeticity of y,mrpose whieh a. re.gui.& ecclesiastioal organize..-
14 . 

tion aff Q!l."as" 

14 Thid., Ih6-14iL -
--------------~--.~~~~-.------.--;~.--------------~---. 

l1it;h the f ormation of the English Proviuce went the trag:ic Blacl(:~ 

friars' accident Called the Do:leful E;ven...Soag:,. Hardly had Father Rici:ltaa'cl 

Danks been appoint ed Hect ol" when he bad to bear the b\wd(:}n of tlli.s cala­

mity,~ The aooi.dent took plaeo October 26., 1623, at the residence of the 

French Ah1bassador; CoUTlt de 1'11110r, ill ol d Blackfrlars. 'I'he pIaqe WaS 

oa.ll(~ Hunsdon llo11se because it was ,so named i'I'ma t ho ,tord Ohwllbe:rlain, 

Henry ~y and Baron Hunsdon, COttsin to Queen EU'ZoClbeth. 

Father llobel't Dr1.u7, S. J .,;: was preaching in a large upper room to 

an 3sscrubly of about three hundred pe.r~onf$ ", The n oor .suddenly gave "'7ay 

mld crashed. ttwough t he lovre~ ~tories, killing about ninety l:>erSons in­

eluding Father 0rU..ry and Father '\'1illiam Whittingham, S .J. 

'1lhe accident ma.de fine headline$ beoause o£ the· political and 1'e .. 

U giousaniP.lQ.si tyo.:f the ,tiilne.. A quaint and secmingly correet account of 

it nas' gi von in a small a."1<l rare book called the Doleful J;'ven ... :JonJl; . A 
_ u , 

copy of this was bound up 'l'dth Ii'athor John Floyd'$ fJOrd, o~Co:nsolation. 

The f .ollowing e~rpt described t hO scene and the public's Jl?eaction .• 

The heretics, dead to all feoling of huz\lani ty ~. 
insulted and assailed those \7110 had beou dragged 
i.'orth ~om the ruil!!., not only with GUJ.'S0 .S, but also 
with lllUd and stones 1 t t1l!ough t he l:rt'l;-ccts.1 · and a.u-



guroo t hat this a.ecid.~l1t was a manifest judgellient 
of God upon <>-u:t" holy faith. On the other hand, t he 
Catholics conDoled theID8elveo '~;i'tb t he as~su:red hope . 
of the salvation ~ happiness of the deceased, 
mosto£ 'whom on that very' day had been toeonfesaion 
and Holy Communion. ' The ~e1.~$ were also l~Q1ieved 
'b-f the pi ety of the 'I;.hl'ee, Ambassadors of the catholic 
Kings . who ~l3ed the obseq'Q,ies to be oelabl'ated wi ttl: 
a ceootaphl a 1'uneral sermon, and the distribution of 
large ~1ni~~ Lc.stly, a learned :-ook was published by 
Father J ohn Floyd, entitled,. It, Word ot Consolation, 
which tended both to vtipe ;!J.'1a;! thei.:r tears and to . 
counter act t he calumnies of ' t he oovcrsarieD, pravlug 
t hat aeeidcnt3 of this ki..l1d ·are not all't-ayS i ndica ... 
t ions of angel' and vongeaneo, but frequsn tly of grooe 
and favour . Nevertheless, t his event appeared to 
ma.ny as a presa.ge of future cMmnities,. and of the 
ruin of that hope which Catholics had i.~bibed from 
the proposed mC.J.Tiag§ of Prince Ciharles '?lith a 
daughter ot Spain. I;' 

. t . 4 -

15 H. Foley, oJ?- ¢it., 1:74-89. 
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'ro got a perspective of the growth of t llG muaoor of Jesuit mission­

ers in England fronl 1580 to 1625, a kind of chronological tabulation is 

here subm1 tted. '£his tabulat ion is not set forth as being complete in 

detail but to indic.ate the almQut impercept i blo growth of mi.ssi.oners in 

Great Britain. 

1580~ Fathe1's Robert persons; Edmund Campion and Br other Ralpb Em-

arson ;trent over • 

1581 ·: Fat hers William Holt and Jasper Heywood went to England, but 

Cai'.lpion was pt'lt to death and Persons l eft for the Continent. Holt even­

tually l eft for Scotland and was later joined by Salph Emel."scn 'Who had 

fl-ed to Franco. 

1584, Father Wi lliam Yeaton was sent. over to xeplace Heywood as 

·· ti~dor. Ralph Emer son accompanied him but .;as arrc:>ted and los t tract 

of . Hey;.'Ood returned to the Contil'1.ent. 

1586 , Fathers Henry Gar nett and Rooox:'t. SouthWell made t heu- entry. 
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1588 ~ F<lthers John ard ~d Edward OldcQr oo err'ived in England . 

Oered ",;rote that the on1::lr Jesuits 110 f ound were Garnett and $out llW'ell 

o.t liberty and ';icston at 17isbeach prison. 

1589: Father Richard Holtby r eached England. 

1593= Records for this yom: lis t ed seven Jesuits in England, namely, 
\ . 

"'homan Darbischire, Riclla...1"'ii Holtby-" Wi lliam Weston, Henry Garnett, Robert 

Sout mJ'ell. John Gerard , and Edward Oldcorne. 

l598~ For t his year t he Josuits for th¢ English M.'lsOiOfi we.re r e-

corded as f o\ll'tccnPl'iosts aoti ve, tv;o priests in prisoo , and "lJ;/O Bro-

there in pr i son . 

rnm t his record~ incomplete as it. ~ be, i t i s obv:tou~ that rare­

ly at any given time were there more t.han a dOzen Jaauitc i n England 
16 

during t he reign of Elizabeth. 

16 Of. H. Foley, ,cEo ci:t., h:UO-Ll; 7, part. 1~lxVi ... lxviii5 J~ ~r­
ard, Autobiogz;q:ogy 'of J 0 )11 Gerard, 21. 

During the reign of James I more Jesuits entered the realm <md man­

aged to remain at liberty and this despite the .fact t hat 'the penal. laws 

weree.nfol'oed with aU rigor . The £ollmving is tin index to t.11G munber 

o.f J esuits under J al'les !fa regi me. 

1606: About forty Jesuits were in Endand. 

1607: Forty- t..l1ree manl:lers of t he Soci e t y were living in England, 

namely; forty-two priests and one Brother,. 

1608: 'rho number h..."l:d risen to £ortY-iSeven . 

1610: '£tecords ha-.re f1£ty ... two pries ts listed 

1614, 'l'he mission had .fii'ty-e1gbt priests and. om B-.t'other •. 

1615 : In the courSe of t.Jw year ten reel'S priests were added, l1lak-

ine sixty-eight priests and one ther. 
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1619: In this VSal' t. to a Vico-Prmrince .-ihieh 

included Belg " _1 number for the Vice-Province ~1a~ 212 of 'Jhich 

102 were priests 1$o001'1ng in h.ngk'Uld and the racoNs indicate this did 

not im;lude .any Brothers. 

1621,: For thi s yeas.' 'the figures had risen t o 106 . Of t his nlh1l00r 

twonty .. .fcmr priost s atld one Brcther ?rere attnched to 't.he st. I gnatius 

Collef,'0 or London District. 

1622:' gland bad 116 Jesuit Fathers .. 

1623. The Mission was raised f roTa a Vice-Province to a Provinco , in-

eludi ng England $1d Btllgit1l!lt The t otal for t be y)''Ovince was 218~ \'l.ith 

112 in England p;t'oper and or tbis number tho St. Ip,;p.atius College or t on.­

don District had t~nty;OoQne Fathers and one Brother . 

1625 : Total fOr the English Province 'Was 267 of whioh 152 were la-
17 

boring :In England. 

t_~ 

17 Cf. H. Foley,- op.o:tt~, .! 7, part llClxvill, 1.x:iX- L'OCV; 7, part 2; 
978, 98JJ,) 103311074. . . 



CHAPTER V 

NATURE OF THE JESUITAPOSl'OLATE 

In the midst of this perseoution madee£fective by a volley of penal 

l a1'l8 and proclamations executed through spies, pursuivant s, and traitors 

f'arevG?:, on the hunt fOr supposedly- crminal human beings, the Jesuits. 

moved, never knowing when a fellaw-tnem'ber would be placed on t he bloody 

gallows or be confined to prison torture. As exPlained in the previous 

chapter, the Jesui t Qrgani~at1on proved ~ astonishing structure of' spir­

i tual efficiency and a veri table revolution 1n spir1 tual techniqUe. This 

effective unity helped the Igna,tian soldier in England to ke'ep, to return, 

or to brlng90uls to his Captnin,Christ; while at theS$lle time he was in 

constant perU and hie comrades were valiantly falling in the struggle. 

This was a strange struggle tor the salVation of souls-a paradox_ 

this world.ng nth and through a civilized people who, under the guise of 

patriotism, savagely per.seouted 1 ta fellow Christians for their religious 

bellefs., 

In chapter three it was poiotedout how the Jesuit ~po&tles embarked. 

trom the Continent and landed on the English shores in disguise. After 

casting anohor, the Jesuits faced the handicap ot . obtaining safe lodging, 

remaining at Uberty and ~1nging spiritual aid to souls without being 

detected by those who were constantly on their trail. 

Betore considering part1culal" places, of' residence" a ,survey 0:£ the 

general modes ot living followed by the missionary Fathers in the days 

of open persecution will h~lp to clarity ho'll the missioners existed. 

Father He~ Jiore, the historian,. has lett on record lilt Stony-hurst 



an account of how the Jesuits lived. .As he indicates in his writ.­

ine:, it was difficult to find. lodging because not onl y the priests but 

t hose who housed them were subject to the penal laws. 

Toomemoors of the Society who h1the~to have 
laboured in England for the ooru;Jolation of Catholics, 
and the conversion0f heretics, pending better times, 
ha<i three modes of llving. Some led an entirely pri-­
Va.te life at home 3 others wel'e constantly lllovmZ about 
through various localiti es; while ~. were me either 
to confer at home with those who wished; or to vizit 
others out of <;loors. ' 

For, as by the law, capital punisbment hung e­
qually O'V'er the Pl"iests and over those who harboured 
them in the4' houses, SO when a;rr;y .se<IUlal" lIlasterof a 
tamils" was raised above the fear of the laws J either 
by 'nature, or grace,. Or too 'circumstanoesof the 
times or: of the persons amotlg WhOm he lived, he would 
adopt a Pri$st, who, in one of the three modes indi­
cated, served the .family and admini$tered the Sacra­
ments. And, as among all (llas.a.Els of men t he distri­
bution of th~ gifts of W\tureand of grace differs, 
80 among all ranks were to be found those who were 
more free, and tOOse, 1Ibo 1IIII!Z'e D)re sparing in adOpt... 
ing ,Priests. .'l'he tnost opulent and pcnverf'ul acted more 
cautious.ly than the middle or lower class, as having 
more to lOae, and being more eXpOsed to env-,r; neither 
did they rely upon their ovtn power; so long as they 
were eonIJe.iou3 not ~ of be1.ng subject to those who 
were still more powerful, but aJ.so of being exposed 
to danger from the. Wormer. But Tlhat God had given 
to · the m.iddl.~ and lower cla,sf;ileseven, for their mod-

, aratA>, sustenance t lY~ as dear to them, as was to the 
PQwerlul tn.e.t which He had given to thetn for their 
abundan~e; and, " 80 t feeling tl:'>.at they had less means 
ot eo .• ,nten, ding., ag~tthe, .mall .. , . ,ce . of the ene1!t1, they 
otten bec~ .. like the man -al1;.hy, cautious a.nd 
timid in admitting the serviQe of Priests. l 

1 H. FOley, Opt cit" 2tJ..6. 
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Father More, hcmever, then added that hom t..h$ commencement of the 

schism there were never' wanting priests to expose themselves to the dan­

ger of capital punishment tor the sakEI of defending the Fai tn, or good 

Catholio laymen to risk theu" Uves and fortunes, that they might not 

be deprived 0:£ the helps to p:Lety whioh the Sacraments offered them • 

• 
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Those Jesuits who led an entirely private Ufe at home hud their 

roop :in the uppal' stories or attics of the hoases as remote as possible 

trom the observat ion of the domestios and visitors • . This room. usually 

contained an altar, a table and a bed. Great care vas 'exercised respect­

ing the windows. By day they nere openecl cautiously so thatpasaer&-by 

might not notice that some one lived in that eC'tor of t he house; by , 

niECht they were soot with greater care to- prevent the light from. betray­

ing the inhabitant.. Walking in tboroom bad to be very llghtly done or 

oautiously made along soma beam; at certain hours all movement was pro­

hiM.ted in order that no noise would be heard either 1n the roam adjoin­

in~ or the one beneath. As a rUle,thse Jesuits were not permitted to 

go about the house except to a neighboring room, und only then va th pru­

dence.. Ira father wished to leaw the house for the sake elf oharity, 

f or his health Oli' his own business, he had to go out late at nigbt and 

return e1 thar when the servants were at supper or else had retired to 

rest. 

• ••• For there wero haret~os amongst theso; and 
al though the master of the house did. not whol ly dis­
trus,t them. since they were his servants, and under 
~obligations to him, yet he did not so far trust 
them as to feel sure that they mi.ght not attest they 
had seen; or at least knew a Priest to be in the 
house. tfur did he consider toot ewn Catllolic ser-, 
vante shOulcl be too lI'IQoh trusted~ Whence it hap­
pened that in a very IlUI:llElJrQUS tamlly of sixty or 
eighty persons, a Priest spent almost entire days, 
weeke, and months, alone; for eXCQPt the hour of 
Mass at l'dlich some at least were aiw3¥s present by 
turns, and a short space of time before and after 
Mass, the rest of the day eaoh one spent 10 his mm 
or other's businese,Qr in different oountry recrea ... 
tions. A female servant brought in his dinner and 
supper,. and then inunediately left", He ate· and took 
l"eoll'ea:tion $lone" unle~s the se·rvaot happened to re­
turn after the meal .• bringing pel'hap.s oneol the boys 
or girl'S of tho .faIIiUy-ior t.he lady of the house 
might look in to itP91ogi~e for not. having been able to 
PB3" him a rls! t sooner. 2 
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2 Ibid., 2:3 ... 4 • ................ 

It remain$ tOt the reader to conjure how oppresaive this oonsta.'tt 

solitude must i'.a.ve been to mell aecus·tomed to habits of conversation "lith 

their bre,thrcn). to the cQl'l$olations ~£ frequent confess:i..on and a. varie ty 

of oMu~tions.. tln.'tess their Superior vis:iu>d them, t hcy rarely say. one 

of the Society, or .any other pr-ies t in too houoo, for they 'were _ldOla ' 

allowed to go out of doot's and thert onlyatter Q;n intenalof lllOntIl$" " 

'The tl"avel!ng missionaries in conttast W$rE1 ,always striking tent~, 

They were _n living in the saddle for themo~t part. ,~thQir itiner--

ary they assd.~ved Catholi¢.sor GrOU,ght the wande:J:"ers back to the FaUll_ 

For tt),e most part they had at least one h(lltlse to which they ooulct retire 

lor a few days to r eCl"'"tlit themselves", Tili,s, in turn, enabled Ute. surround­

ine: Catholics to C~ ~ Ulem tor t he adn'tini$tre.tion ,of t.he Sacraments, 

especially Baptism and Extl'eme Unotion. Tho: r¢lst. of the tlB!e they 'I"Ier~ 

perpetually ,moving . about, v-lsiting .and bring;ing e(msol~tion to SQuls,o: 

In the ,evening afterdinncr the t:t'(1veling missionary usually enter ... 

cd the houSe. el,tber openlY' or pd.:~~ately,; depenqmg upon litlr~tanees 

and departed the neJrtl day. Through the' sld.U"ul uSS ()ta cr..a.nge ,of llames., 

dres~tdireotion j,n, vfu:1.oh they Viera gQitlg, and other schemes they llJal'I­

aged to deoeivB:, ~ometimes fOr a l.ong pet"iod ot" a1.1 tilE! time, t hose whose, 

nQticeth.ey had to escape. It 'Was to them that the chief part of t he 

spiritual harvest feU. They th\:u3 met with aDd seized ewtryopportuni ty 

ot 'diss~ating , t~th and implanting virt~ ~eotly or tndirectly 

througp. the aid ot the lay apostle. Their' work, of n&aess±ty, en­

tailed grave dangers,. They were compensated, however" for this hal'dship 

by the;i.t mol'f) treqttentoWOrtun.1tic$ ot meeting their Superior nnd Qth.el'S' 
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of the Society w..d by reaping at once the fruit of t heir labors. These 

very distractions tended to increase the:;ix piety, for afte1;" communica­

tion .. d th others" they returned to their r ecollection all the more , , :3 
eager to draw interior fruit for t bemselves. 

3 Ct. Ibid., 2:j .... u. 

The third 'modo of living;, allooed to a f w , providod t he Jesuits 

r.ith llluoh liberty, Ti'..is consisted i n leading quite a free lif,c under 

the roof of the hos t . In such inlltanccs 1 t he mastel' of "4he bouse ¢i t het' 

bv his or.ll virtue or ttle good esteem of his neighbors was s'Jperior:i as 

it "!,'lcro, to the action of the laws. iTudence was not cast to the winds; 

it was ~rcised by the head of the ho'Us'$<lS Yl'Cll a s by the 'Jesuit har­

bored there but with t.biG differBnce , they did, not live in extreme ser­

vile fear of losing their freedom. In t hese ~es the ~~ter ~r the 

house tried to engage Gatholio 'sel"Va.nts "rho did ever-jtmng within t he 

house in a Catholie spirit . mwn his place 'became an object of suspi ­

cion he was gellwally "tipped-of1' ,.11 'l'hi$ gave .3utl'icient time to put 

things in order, n.w:nely; to conceal the priest and all articles neces­

sary f or the Saerifiee of· the, Mass ; or to have the pr j,eataboont l'.;imself 

[or a t:ime. After the storm 'blew over everything again Teturned to nor­

mal~ In ~uch homes; the SUperior 'oomtfionly Uvedso as to be at liberty 

to visit the members of trJ> Society as well as to receive ther<l a.t this 

permanent abode .. Those ~o were pri;nleged to carry on the apostol-ate 

under these lnOl"e favorable eircUIllstanccs naturally also reaped grea t 

spiritw..l harrresta .. 

In the Annual J esuit wtter for 1616 the correspondent explained 

that sUoh !r'(3,lddences had pract10ally vaniohed. 



But the face of affairs i~ novr enti r ely changed. 
Scarcely OD¢ in the whole ld.'1g'JolIl i s ' found who can 
furnish t he meanfJ of living after this third lllOde, 
though t hey \'reI'8 forma,rly numel 'OU$ enough. Those 
who go forth to nssi~t others in diff erent places 
are f orced to s pend their nights travelling, and 
their d(j.ys in belpiriB; the Cathol i cs at home , Many 
are reduced t Q t he f ill'st ruodG of II villg, they I $i t 
like sparrows upon the honae top , expecting t he 
QaPPy dai¥"~ and the advent of the glory of t he great 
God,' for~ hUI!lI.'.n1y .speaking, very little i s hoped 
f or, l1hic{lever s ide of the conflicting 'Part ies 
prevail s .. 4 

"'------.,-

4 lbid'i 21)...6 . - ' 
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After the death of Father Robert Jones." sixth Superior of t he En,,­

lisb Mission, a brief account ot hiel ard.uous missionar-J work was related 

in t he Annual Letter for the year 1616. This accoUnt graphiQally explains 

t he life of one Jesuit who ,spent twenty years in bringing spiri t ual minis-­

trations particularly t o t he BritonsJ the ancient inhabitants of Wales, 

a mountainous and not verry :fertile part of t he country. 

He had led a lite f ull of toil and peril j 
amongst a people whioh sti ll clings to t.he old r e­
ligi on. The summer heats, the ~nter blasts, made 
no difference to Father J ones . I t often happened 
to him after having j ourneyed through the deep snow, 
to find t hat t here were Frotestants in t he house he 
oame to vis! t.. ln, order to prevent disoovery, he 
would wait outside for hours together in the fros t 
and cold; he t hereby contracted several. ailments, 
a thing which often ta ppens to our missioners when 
oall ed to administer tl~ saoraments at some Catholic 
house. They frequently have to remain exposed to 
the weather until a later hour, waiting for t he 
household to r et.ire that they may fulfill their min­
istry in safety. Man7. of them have thus caught 
various fevers " rheumatism, and the like maladies . 
But not content with ~~se hardships incidental to 
his mission, Fat her Jones added sever al bodily aUG­
terities., suoh as frequent fastil'1gs, disoiplines" 
watchitlgs, spare diet, sleeping on t he grqund, 
whereby he greatly injured his health .... 5 

5 Ibid., 7, part 211077-1079. - ' 
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Father Jones' death soems to have beenca~$ed through leg injurie~ , 

received when hurrying in the dark to baptize a baby. Foley cites an 

item r ef .erring to Father Jones', that shows l:)ow t he government tried to 

keep itself informed on the activities of t he Jesuits.> 

CJ;'he Commission) is U kew'lse informed that in 
a place called Darren" in the (!.onfines of the coun­
ties of Hereford and Monmouth, Mass is weekly said 
by two JesUits , J ones and Powell , with grea t resort 
unto t hem of persons of good quality. 6 

6 Ibid~, 7, part 2:627-628. 

Places of tempornxy or more or l ess permanent l odging varied with 

t he times. Persons wrote that upon his return to LOndon, after s peal<:ing 

to Campion YTho 'Went norlhl'lard, he found lodging sometimes in. Bridewell, 

SOnietimes in the surrounding villages , and sometime a even i n one of t he 

cen' s palaces. In a letter dated November 17, 1580, to Father Agazgari 

at Rome, he illustrated a missioner' 3 perpetual movement . 

For t hough I bave many pl aces in London where 
I can stay, yet in none do I remain beyond t wo days, 
OI'ring to the extremely caref ul searches that have 
~en 11Illde to capture mEl . I think , however , that by 
God I S favour I am suff iciently safe from th~ owing 
to the precaution I take and am going to take of 
being in different place.s from mo~g till late at 
night. 7 

7 L .. Hicks, G.R.S . , 39l XA'Vi. 

La:OOr on Father Persons felt ho could no longer r ely exclusively on 

finding a lodgin,g in the homes of Cathol i cs, so he prepared a house on 

the banks of t he Thame.l3 at Bridewell, a central place of x'efuge for him-

sel£ and others. Here he stored vestments J 'books , cr ucifixes , rosaries 

and the like. No doubt, her e he also met t hose who came often from long 
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distanoes to consul t him. Al'ld it .res h;9;re at ti.."lles priests would gather 

£Ol,' a night for a 11 ttle relaxation. It was in this house that Bleosed 

P..alph Shel'\vin chatted w"lth Persons and others the nir)lt before he was 
8 

captured. 

8 Ibid., 39::rivL -
Referring to tho .fir st sUlmncr ' s aotivity Persons states that he 

'''Torked in the shires of Northa:mpton~ D;u-by, Worcester" Glooester 1 and 

Hereford ; that he nas accompanied by a young man, Geor ge Gilbert, and at 

Michael.mas day they r eturned and mot Campion at UxbridRc where the latter 

took directions to write t he book on the Ten Heasone . 

9 J.H. Pollen, O.R.S. , 2:27. 

After the Queen' 5 Council knmv of the Jesuits' depart ure from 1on-

don, purauivants were scnt to every county with warrants to arrest them. 

Per sons described in detail t his first apost olic wor l-c in the counties. 

Ref er r ing t o the pur.suivants he says: 

They lont t heir la.bour , I:nld we had t hree or 
four months free to f ollow ~ busineso, in which 
~riod", by the help and the direction of the youn 
gentlemen t t>..at went vdth UBI we passed through the 
most part of the shires of England, preaching and 
administering the sacraments in almost everJ gentle­
man' s and noble."f.ru1' s house t hat we pas oed by" l'The­
t her he was a Catholic or not, provided that he had 
any 0atholics i n his house to hear us. \'Ic ontered 
tor the most part as acquaintance or kinsfolk ot 
some ~rsons that lived within the houae, and when 
that failed us, as passengorlJ or lriends ot some 
gentlemen 'Itho accompanied US) and after ordinary 
salutatians we had our lodgings by procurements of 
the Catholics within the house , in some part re­
tir ed :trom. the rest, where puttine ourselves in 
priests i apparel ~d fUrniture) which \1e always 
carried with US~ we had seoret oonference with the 
Catholics that were t here, or such of them as Dlight 



conveniently come, whom we ever cau:~ed to be ready 
for t hat night late, to pr epare themselves fQI' the 
s'<lCcra11lent ofoonfessioo; and the next morning, ~ry 
early, we had "Mass and the blessed Sacrament l"€udy 
for l?uch a s could communj;ea.te , and after t hat tan 
exhortation; and then we Il'.ade ourselves ready to 
depart agaiJ.! . And this '.>fas the manner of prooeeding 
wbt:m we stayed le.ast; but when ther e was longer and 
more libe,...al stay J. then t hese exercises were more 
frequent .. 10 
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10 Cited by E. L,Taunton,. The Hist ory; of the Jesuits in rIDgland" 64. 

Persons also ha$ left an a oeount ot some ot t he t rringa 110 bad to do 

as a missionary. He says t,bat the Qhie:f duties were ansvlering questions 

of conscience I. sending priest a to tJuj. tabl e places , ;r;econciling comrerts, 

vTr:iting letter $ to tile· wavering, begging alms fol' pri$uners and help:ing 

theJll with the alms for which they ilnplored him da:i,ly. He quickly add!> 

in this l etter that it was discouraging to see sa ~ thin~s yet. to be 

done but that the c,cnsolation of rseeing the joy with \'l'hich the priest.s 

were received in these provinces was greater than the labor of mind and 

bo~ eould be .. 

:ather .John Go:rard, who went OVGr to England in 1583" had this to 

say about his journeys in t he t~ol'th of England t' 

At ;t:irst I used to carry with ID.e on these jour­
neys my altar furnitllI'eJ which \Tas' llleagt'EI but deQent,. 
and so contrived that., it could be easil y, carried, a­
long \!lith several other necessaX'Y articles, by him 
who acted as my oerv&nt. In this way I used to say 
Mass in the morning in every place where I lodged, 
not however before 1 had looked :i,nto every c'orner 
around, that there might be 00 one peeping in 
through the chinks. · I brought my own thin&S mainly 
on account of certain Catholics myentel"tainera 
not having yet what was neces sary fQ.l' the Holy Sac­
rifice ~ But after /;lome years tbis c.ause was remov­
ed; .for :in neaxJ.y eveTy pla.ce, that l ~~. i@ they 
had got ready too sacred ves_uta beforehand. More­
over ~ had so many friends t o visit on t he '\'lay, und 
t hese a~ such distanceS from one; another, that it 
was hardl y ever nec~asa:ry fot' me to l~ at ~inn 



on a journey of one hundred and fifty miles ; and at 
l ast I hardly slept at an inn once in two Years. 11 

Fathar EdYrard Oldcorne, ttho ent.ered Englond ,·r.i.th Gerard bad what 

may be termed a permanent residence in the Henlip House located in t he 

country neaX' Worcester.. Here resided forsixteon years end ,'lith 
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Father Henry C..a:r<nett and Brothers Owen and Ashley was discovered and 

capt.ured after a search of eight days at the tilte of the Ow1pom:ler Plot, 

1605. This house or castle belonged to Thomas Babington I9r Iwindon} 

who suffered six ye.ars' :lIt:prisorunent in the '.i'or~l' for his ao::listing in 

the at,tempt to relea3e Mary queen of Scot~. \'1lrlle residing here Father 

Oldcorne converted Abindon is heretic sister and by his sucoessful labors 

in 1Vorcester and tb.e neighboring counties he \von mn.ny to tho Faith, 

strengthened the wo.vering,t restored the f <lilen" and helped to station 

priosts in strategi c pl a co:> . To hin was gi ven much praine f or his pru-

dent zeal. 

This it was that made several apply to him 
",nat St. Jerome writes: or st.> John, that he founded 
and governed all the ch\J:rches in those Pm't~; c.nd 
10 good sooth all .looked up to bim as to their £a~ 
thel"~ Such was his prudence, that he f ully satis"", 
fied all; such his diligence and endurance of toil , 
t hat he never failed any one in the hour of need ; 
and his alms supplied the wants of many poor Ca­
t holics. In fact his house .night have been one 
o£ our residences in a Catholic oountr<J., such was 
the n~~ber of Catholics flOcking t here to the Sac­
raments; to hear his sermons, and to take advice in 
the.ir doubt . His helpnate we.s Father Th$S Lister.12 

12 lbid~, 50-52. 

After Father Ger ard bad arrived :in England and met his Super l or, he 



;returned to llor wich and 1".here lI7e,rwne~l with a , gentleIt'.an to whon he )'lras 

led by Providance when he :first. landed on the northe);"-D shor es. 

1 returned then to my friend in the county 
vih.cre l ''laS f'il'st 'Set as!:lore • • • • '.thus it happened 
t hat 1 r~ned i'or s i x Or eight months , wi th S'Ollle 
profit t o souls, :in t he frunily of my first friend 
and host;; during 17lU.ch time , he t ook me with him to 
nearly every {tautleman.l s hou.se in the county • . Be­
f ore the eight mOnths W"6J'e passed, I gained over and 
converted many to tbc Church: among \"[hom were one 0 

t hf;l brother s of my host ;, his WO ai-stet's, <1,l1d later 
,n his brother .. in ... l .aw: .. , One of these siswrs~ •• was 

my friend t s . ho,:sekeeP5:~ I and bail. been all along a 
red-hot.-Calv.iuJ.st. ••• * 

13 :£bi d., 22-27 , 

Referring to another fine Catholi.c whon he had helped to a better 

~ of lUe he Vfri tea I 
t 

When t he house had been t~G oottled, I found 
time. both for study end f or mssltonary eXCUl'l'$i ons. 
1 t ool!: care that all in the house shouldappr oaoh 
the Sacraments frequentl,y~; which none bef ore, save 
the good w;idO'i.', U$od to do Oftener than foUl" times 
a yeu'!/ Now they came eve.ry week~ Oa feast days, 
and often on Sunday6~ I preached in the chapel; 
lllo~over I shol1ca t hose, .tbo had l eisUre t he way to 
me'ditata by t hemselves, <l.."1d t,aught ;:,111 hovi to ex­
andne t i1eir conscience if I also br ought in the eus­
tom of r eading pioua books, which we did even at 
meals" when t here \'i'ere no strangers t her e j £ 0 '!1 a t 
t hat time we priest~ sat wi tb the rest, even vlith 
our gmme on. I had a cassock besides ' 11 biretta, 
but . t he SUpEn'~t would not have us use these execp 
in the ehapel. 

l il Ibi d. , 37. 
~ 
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On another occas i on" J!!at her Gerard with a fdend rented a house in 

London,. b'..lt .men this gent l eman was imprisoned, ],~ather Ger ard wa.s 0bliged 

to seek a new abode. '1'h18 t m e he was cleterrn:ined t o live in a Musso! 

one not known to be a catholic.. His novel e~r1enoe or plan is told by' 



hims~lt ,. 

• • _ • I managed that this ne'.7 house should 'be 
hired by a nepha:.'l' of Master Roger Lao 1 vlhQm wit: 
hiG wife I bOO r econciled to Uw Gatbolie Ohw'ch; 
and as he wa s not known to be a Catholic, 'the h OUDC 
was ent :b:'ely free f r om all suspioion. I had the usa 
of this house fpr three years , and du:ririg that t:Lme 
it was not once seal.'ched i nor, even before t he QUeen's 
death " though there vrore mallY eeneral searohcs made , 
and t he prll.aons vrel'G choked Wi th ~athoUcs; di d t hey 
ever come to this house . 

I had a man to keep the houae 'Who was a Gchis­
~i!atic, but othe!l?\rlse an honest and upright person. 
~hen I was in residence, thi,s man provided me with 
necessaries; and wben I " was <P5ay ~ he rMm.a~d any 
bus1nes$ fo;t" me according to my wr itten dir ections. 
In all a,ppoarance he wss the servant of the gentle­
man who owned t he house , and GO he wa:l esteGll2led and 
cal.:4ed by t r..e nei ghbours; and since a,s a schismatic 
he frequented t hei'!' churches" t hey entertained no 
suspicion of him" nor of the house.. Fo;r J!lji'"self , 
when r c:ai!le.. to town, I alw<;iysente:red the house 
after dark , and i n I.!n:u:nmer time ,scarce went out while 
I remained t here, But my: friencls would come to vl:sit 
tno by ones and tvTO$ on different days, t hat no spe­
cialattention might be drawn to too house fiL"Ol!l the 
hUmbel'" of vi$i tors~ lio:!;, did t hey ever brine ar.y 
sen-ants with them, t hougfl aome were of very hi f'A 
t'ank ~ and u5Ually Trent about with a larQ';e number of 
attendants. By t hese means I provided better f or 
t hem ~d f or myself , aad wMable to continue 10n", 
in t his way of l ife. 1> 

is Ibid., 219- 224. 
~.-
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In their apos.toUc ~eal, t .he va..>"ious J esuit missionaries" livi ng 

under t he most trying ~d dangerous condi tioruh madeewry effort to 

minister to souls . R:lohard Holtby~, Super ior froVl 1606 to 1609, made one 

of his headquarters about the :',l'Gar l593 at 'l'hornby, t he seat of John 

TroUope,t. Esquire, where he was sought by the pursuiva.nts~ Bel escaped, 

hoWever,. and in about 1602 he was at Ue'bourne three miles from New­

castle in the home of Air. Hodglllon. Three year. l ater he was at Holton, 

l'JorthUIllber'land~ t he seat of Launcelot carnaby,and in 1612 he seel".l$ to, 
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have lived in London. 

Richard Blc)1:.u!'t, who later oocamo ProVincial , had h;l.rnseli' established 

for seven Or eight years at !'.Ir _ Dar'ell's house i n Sussex, about fo)."'ty-six 

lIJiles from London.. While he 'Was there" 159701' 1598,. the pla.ee \Vas 

searched twioe. 

A n.arrow escape from capture is rela:red of Michael Vlalpo1e who, as 

Superior from 1615 to 1617, sought t o make his residence at Dona Luisa t S.J 

a Spanish lady not bound by the English 1ml. 'rhe Qffieials, b(WI6Ver, 

were ~usI>1oious,and Spanish or not, her place was not immun~ to se.arch. 

Atter llc::.1pole hAd resided t here for about two months, the place \'1as sud­

denly surrounded at an early hour by a posse. of armed l.Il£lll who made their 

entrance after forcitlg six or seven doo!'s. 14h11e this 'W'aB going on, the 

Ambassador of Pril'looAlbert o£ Austria appeared on. the seene .and tlrough 

his eourteoU$' address so~ewhatoa1mcd thaover...eager officials·. RedO.£?;­

nizing Fat har Walpole W'fho stoOd nearby bareheaded, shabbily clothed,. and 

discuised as a. servant , ho devised a means of saving him frOm his, peril­

ous situation. In an ;i,mJ1Crious tone and speaking Spanish Tlhic;h the Jes­

uit understood1 he ordered hila to take IlJeSsagEU~ to i))na Luisa who had 

retired to her, room" 'il'hen he returned several times with an answer, 

tlile ofi':Loers 8upposedhim to be a Spaniard. Having genUy rid himself of' 

the constabl es, the Ambassado1!' made a sign to Vlalpc}l e to accompany tdm 

to his residence., 

".nglishmen often lost their lives :in theii' e1'forb$ to protect 

pr-iests. 1h-s. Anne Line was hanged. at 'I'yburn in 1602 for housing priests. 

On the dalf she 'Was capt ured Father Fl'a.ncia Pa,ge had said Mass in her 

hcxn.e ~ butsome,.hciw mad$ his esoape .o< In 1611 .Mrs . 'i1a~ was put .into the 

Fleet prison i"ollowing the capt ure in ~ house of the 1:;m:) Jesuits, Jobn 
16 

~ 'er(Y,f and Hieolas Hart. 



16 cr. ll. F'()ley, op . c i t. , 3 t 3-16, 481- lIB8; 7, part 211026, 1051-
1052. . 

In 1610, five years after the Gunp<mde l.' .Plot , Father l'ollarq gave 

an aocount of his rode of I.llssionary lire in northeast Englnnd , and of 

t he const ancy and t.'1o heroic spirit of the <1"ltholics • 

• • .• • The number also of catholics in theDe parts 
is so grea.t ( as may appe# also by t oo many ;and great 
sums of tloney granted by the k:L."lg to divers Scots and 
pages, to be levied out of their goods), thai,. among 
my friends and acquaintance , the J:!ost of them, i f ppt 
.all , bein~ gentlemen of gooo. aecount, I can travel 
f r om t his Lincoln to York , and $0 thirty mile t a:t:ther, 
l'rhich is above eighty mil o. and, within every six ndle , 
come to a cathoHo house , and" for the most , ni th:ln 
three mil e; all, or the most of them., gentlemen I s or 
.. cntlew~n' 5 houses of good account: and, for .a11 
this ~ I will not, in all t hat way, go six lnile out, Of 
the ready and ni ghest Vlay ~ Such is the resolution 
and conetan.oyo£ the) oatho:,Li.es in :!:ihose parts , that, 
noiArlthstand:1ng all these t r oubles o..'I1d 'tTeY...:ltions , 
t hey have l'ather inoreased than deoayed, God be pl."a:;i.sed 
for it. The number of t hose uho aro eondemned t o per­
petual prison,. and losses of all goods and lands , for 
refusing the l ate oath, I t hi..ll1c is greater in York 
prison than in all the prisons of Englapd beside •• ". 

In tho house where I lived, we were continually 
two priests, ono to serve and. order the house at hone" 
another to help t hose who 'Were abroad, Who especially 
in any s i cknes s or fo~ of death, would .oontinual ly 
oond to uS' for help, that thoy rai t;ht die in the estate 
of God IS cmu-ch. :L7 

17 M.A.Tiel'ney, op. oit." 4:178- 179 . 
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AJ.thout'.h the Jesuits were engaged in missionary wo1'k that required 

them to be thinkini! constantly of their physical and t empora.! weUare , 

their spiritual and mental wal£ana Vlas not neglectcd ~ ·at her Persons re-

leI'S to t his matter when discussing ,t ings in his letter of November 17, -

l l)eo. eX'ein be states t Man the S'Ul:'Jller 'Was over they lrri.thdrcw to 

London and assembled i n places agreed upon, Hand as soon as we had car-
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:c1ed out the duties (jmnual !'etreat , general c~ni'e$stQn and so for th] 

which t he Sociat v imposes we neparated a!';Un, end yesterday ii'r . J!:dmun.d 
18 

set out with Rudolph for the countie lJ aaSir'lled t o h.iI!l . U 

18 L. Hicks, C.R .$,,. , 39 :59. 

At one point in his <lutobio~aphv' Father Gerexd alsocotmllents on 

t hese meet ings. He 'writes that he visited hi s SUl.lerior and t ouud these 

gatherings very rejuvenating. 

r used tovisi t 1IrJ Superior several times a 
yom' when I wished to consult him on matters of io- , 
por tance, Not only I , but all of us, used to resort 
t o h:iJu t)rF.ice a year to give our half- yearly account 
of' consoience arid renew the of f ering of our vows to 
our .Lord Je sus. I alw'ays r emarked t hat the otherS 
drew great profit frOlll this ho1.y custom of our 30-. 
ciety . As for myself, to epeak my mind hlUlkly, r 
never f ou.oo anything do me mo~ good, or stir up my 
cOUl"aGe more to fulfil all the du'tiea which belong 
to our institute,. and are requir0d of the worl~ 
'ho t i l.l t.he lDrd I s v:incyard in t hat eowat ry. 1 

19 J . Garard, 02 .. cit" h6-1.l.7. 

The \'Jl'iter of the Annual letter for the year 1615 stat es that t he 

Jesuits were s cattered t hroughout the country each.by himself except in 

aro cases when t here were means and convonicncos for J::e .two to-

-ttler .. lIe further mentions t hat in compliance Ydth the orders of the 

Father General liquaviYa, tr..e missi onaries Vlere so placed t hat one might 

help and r elievo the other • 

• • • • !."l eve!"! c9unt y a nan experienced in spirt t­
uali ty and tbe discipline of the Society is appointed 
prefeot, of spirit ., to hear t he six-monthly oonfessions 
a.'"ld. take account of ~onscience II by cami.ss:i.on f r om the 
Superi or , _ ,'Iho is s et <Nor nll l'lith the porroro of a 
Provincial. ITo likewise visits the several houses; 
and tal<~,s account of thaD? r.J.inistr.i.cs of income a"ld 



expenditures.. Thus in the midst of ru1 enemyt s coun­
try our Jnst,i tu'::,e is kopt, up es far as is fca.sibl e . 
![e have on these matt ers seve.ral GilOOellent regala­
t.ions made by t he late General concerning the obser­
vation of -the rule, the renovation of ours in spirit, 
t ho precautions to be t aken in dealing 'Wit h Catholics 
and Protestan:ts~ 1'I'hic.eh a.l'6 road .at th3 meetings f or 
tho si..-r-monthly confossions.,20 

'20 HSoley, 0p. cito_, 7, part 2=1077 . 

Generallv speaking the foregoing explanation covers the mod:es of 

2 

living for the Jesuit missioners and the three u$Ual pl aces of resi dence .. 

There t'laS , ho .. -ever Ii a f ourthono t hat plaJ>'ed a great part i n the J eaui t 

apostolate, t he pri son. l.!embcrs of the Society were always to be found 

in the prisons ,. and since t hese plactDS .,rere filled wit.h Catholics COtl-

ined f or 'hbe Faitht there were Ift.any souls to be (}ared for • . Before cit­

ing particular Jesuits 1'tbo ,rere ::inprisoned or describing prison life in 

general, i t will be well to c!msider t ho names of tho prisons in and 

around London. 

A number of prisons ':/ere located s out h of tho Thru:;c~s river :in an 

area knO'\?U as Southwark. 'l'he Kingi s Boncb, under tho court of t hat 

name, was north of the Junction of N~gt;on G..1.UsSI'ray Yli th Doroueh Road. 

Further up Bor ough Rond to the south of thO Mormaid Court stood Th~ Mar ... 

shalsaa, under the j urisdiction of t he ]&arehal of the Royal Household. 

ClQse to it was the small White Lion prison . On the Sallie road neer the 

junction with Sout In'fark, stood t he Counter . Fart her north '\Val:! the Clink 

prison, originally part of the Bisbop of Winchester ' s palace . 

En de:.Jell prison was located :immediately to the left of the present 

Blackfriars Bridge . Today Bridewell :police Station stands on part of 

its site . On the right of t he prosent Farringdon Street and past Illd­

gate Hill was locat ed the Fleet prison . .Along the pl'nsent Old Bailey -
to the east was t he site of Nev1e;te andfarthe%' d?Ul". t oo ro.ad was the 
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Poultry. In each of the last named there was a Counter prison attached 

to the Counter or CompteI' Court of the LOrd Mayor. These prisons as the 

name implies were intended for debtors. 'The Gatehouse prison was in the 

old city gate near Westminster Abbey which faced the two western towers 
21 

of the churoh .. 

21 Cf. J .R. Pollen , C.R.S., 1:47-48. 

Prison life and treatment varied with the times, t he gaolers and the 

place. In a letter of 1.581, Persons comments on the fate of ThOMS Pound, 

a prisoner for the Faith, who was most strictly guarded in a gloomy lon­

don castle. Here his bed was the cellar ground and the use of light was 

denied him. He was loaded with enormous iron fetters but de,spi t e all 

thi s he sent out jovial lett ers as, t hough he were living in luxury. At 

Pound's request Persons directed a certain prie,st to CfJrry the H()ly Eu-

charlst to the prisoner. The priest was instructed to gain access to 

the prison by following the method of the one who had transferred the 

letters . Be f ailed, however; to observe all the details for his journey 
22 

and admittance, was taken prisoner, though attorwards set free. 

22 . L~Hieks, OP e cit . , 39 :87. 

Two years later, in another letter, Persons expressed his satis­

faction over the milder treatment priests nare receiving in the prisons~ 

He said that priests were no longer racked or put to death but just kept 

ptisonera, l<and hence the number of priest prisoners had vastly increased . 

In the prison at Hull ther e 'IJere thirty priests while in' the Marshalsea 

at ~l~ t here were t,venty-six. And he adds the comment that all of 

t hese , by aome ruse or other, managed to say 1.1ass. 23 
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23 ~, 39;179 ... 180. 

IIri ting from his station of exile in Flanders) Cardinal Allen gavo 

practically t he same version as Father Persons about prison life in 158,3. 

He received his information from his brother Gabriel who had recently re­

turned from England. Gabriel had spent much of his time in visiting the 

prisons and nearly all of theconi'essors, except those in t.he tower whom 

he dared not approach. He reported that in the Harshalsea as well as in 

the other prisons , Masses were said daily with the consent, or at least 

the connivance of the gaolers" who were· sither bribed or favorable to 

relid on. He said t hat visitors vmre aQmitted to the priests either for 

conversation 'C)r for confession and communion. And at this time also , t he 

priests-were allOtted to lea.ve their prisons daily in order to go to var­

ious places in t he city to minister to the Spiritual necessities of the 

Catholios. The privilege was granted with the understanding t hat they 

return into custody at nightfall.. Cardinal Allen, however , referring to 

theee lenisnt praotices, ends by observing that t his kind treatment was 

a ruse. Although the of'ficialf;! bestowed much olemency on many coni'essorl3, 

t here were priests, for example, in the LOndon Tower who were severely 

handled. He believed t hat the intention 'Was to turn Catholios from t heir 

Faith and holy resolutions I some were to be turned by pains and threats, 2u 
others, by kind oonsideration and flattery. 

2U cr. J.B.Pollen, C.R.S., 4:77. 

That these acta of leniency and corruption were practiced in the 

prisons is amply substantiated through the investigations made in 1588. 

Varioua aCcoWlts are to be fOWld in the Record Office . Bribery 1'/<10 the 
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order of the day. Many waiters and servants of' tbe prison, Ueutenants 

as well as others who wor ked about the institution vror e engaged in de-

livoring messages and letters , and giving other services. Keys'tmre ob­

tained f or locks SO thnt prisoners could visit each other. !!aSs was 

said dallv , so it was stated, and there l'lllS plent-y of evidence ;for this 
25 

f ound in the stock ves'bllents and other necessaries for the Ma.ss. 

25 Of. 11 .0 . Domestic El1zabeth,ocxvii, n .. 61 and colxv, n.135, 
cited by J .H.FOrren, C.~ .S •• 21:193-196. 

But there were other forms of treatment Y~ich oounter balanced the 

kindness s hown in certilin prisons.. Accordin~ to a letter to Richard 

Rowlands , alias Verstegan, there was no limit to what pursni!ant.s could 

do to pr iests and Catholics, unless they were of great r enown., From 

pries ts, they eoul d t ake ewrything whether purse . horse~ apparel or 

books.. The writer of the above mentioned letter has l eft an a ppalling 

account of the barbarities pract ioed at the direction or the handa of 

Topcliffe, a most cruel gaoler: 

'l'hemanner of imprisonment of priests is; t hat 
first they are kept in Topcliff eis house, or sorne 
other catehpqle j 8" Topolit'fe eVer ueeth to torture 
t hem by his private authorit y; before thejr part out 
of his doors, and keepeth their t aldng 80 secret, 
t hat SC>IDetimes it is l ong ere 1 t 00 knovm where the 
party apprehended is" l est the rumour of his tortur­
ing should be I pread abroad. From Topollffe t s house 
he is carr-led to Bridmvell. There he is hanged up 
by t he hands , in manacles, and examined upon all 
hateful and odiou8 points" and used with such extre ... 
mity ,. t hat his death is far less misery than his 
bloody usage in this place. 1f they find him con­
stant" he is carriod to some- other priso.n, and there 
kept close prisQner, with a8 hard usage as may be •••• 

They whip priests naked, as they did r,n0. Beseley 
and Lbr. Jones ••• in suoh eruel sort, that the perse­
cutors tbemselves said that tl:ley had charms , t,oen­
dura 80 patiently such tortures. 

Topcill£e useth t o keep thOltl fr()m s leep, by 
waub!ng tho:!! till they are a,lnost past their senses, 



and ha.1.1.' beside themSli)1ves,j and. then. be~eth ~ ex ... 
ami ne them afresh, in that impotent mode., 26 

26 M, A. 'fierney, OP e cit., 3:117. 
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Brother Nicholas Orren also !maim as Little John of tho Society, was 

one pax-son 80 barbarously treated t hat he died from the ef fects. In his 

autobiography Father Oerard tells how Brother Cvfe.n .:Tas shocldngl,y tor­

tured upon the terrible Topcliffe rack and how ~ at the same time. enox-­

mOllS Vleight~ were atta.ched to his feet so that after hours of this treat­

ment, frequently repeated, "his bowels gushed out with his life. 1I To 

cleax- the .authorities of this bru.tal murder,. it was reported that he had 
27 

committed suiQide. 

27 or. J. Get'ard, OP e cit~, 257,271. 

In .some instances, prisoners starved to death. Father Pollard, in 

1610 i speaks Of the destitute prisoners in York and the difficulty he had 

in bring;lng them much, if any, rolief since that particular shire had 

been so oppressed by the government that the people had nothing to give 
28 

in charity. 

28 Cf OF IhA .'l'ierney , OP e cit.,. 4:167 and J. Gerard, OP e cit,., 5-7. 

The J\nnllal Letter f Or 1611 contains a vivid picture of the prison 

life experienced by Thomas Strange or He was first lodged in the Y.i.ngt s 

Bench ",here he spent three months heavily" fettered. From there he was 

taken to the Tower and east into a gloomy dungeon where no ray of light 

penetrated and the dampness of the cell put out his candle. He lay in 
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this place for ~(,hirty-t\"I'O days ldthout a bed, ldthout even straw on the 

grou.'1d, a comfort not denied to the most atrocious crilllina1s . His $Ole 

companions were the frogs. His diet was a stinted portion of bread and 

water. Notioing that his health Ylas failing fast and f earing lest t he 

squalor ,stench and hardships of the prison might t lnvart the officials' 

scheme of further torturing him for information, the lieutenant hod him 

removed to a room and appointed him a guard. Here for t he follmving 

three days Father Strange was thrice put to the torture for 1.,1'10 bours 

at a time. These long and r epeated inflictions caused S\'1ellings in his 

hands and feet and the violence of the pain made him insensible to suf­

fering. Even though he was wholly unable to mO'V'e, they sti ll heavily 

ironed him ; t his abuse, too, he no longer felt" He remained in this 

condition £01" t hree months. After an itnpdsorunent of five years he was 
29 

banished-a rnarl broken in health and nearly blind from bis suff erings . 

29 cr. H_ Foley , OPe cit., 7, part 211024-1028. 

Another Jesuit, Father Weston, had yet other IX'ison experiences . He 

was inoorcerateu foJ!' seventeen years .. Most of that time he was in tl~e 

famous j"Jisbeach Cast le , beginning hie term there in 1588. 'tbis prison, 

known as the Iltanb of Catholics, It rlasa. dungeon located in a pestilen­

tial marsh. Treatment meted out hare was at first severe, but after 1592 

a great deal of liber ty was allowed. It was durine this t:ilne that a ma­

jori t,y of the priests with Father We s ton at thei r heed adopted a sort of 

college life· in prison . Toe minority, however, strongly opposed this , 

causing a division to develop in1;-o the well- known IIWisheach Stirs. II Of 

oourse, the place llassubject to s\ll1>ri se inspeotions to SGe whether any 

incr:iminating data or material could be found on t he prisoners. Father 

1eston tells how carefully tMy always put awa::r the chalice and vest-



menta in utmost secrecY after daily use and service . After seventeen 

years of pri son solitude <1-1'ld sufferinglJ! he, too,. "TUS released, broken 
,30 

in health and practically blind. 

)0 Of. J .:f1..l?Qllen 1 O.R.S .; 1 :72-78 . 
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A summary of John Gerard' s e~rienees . may serve as a conclusion to 

this SUbjoct. He h..1.d the distinction of sertiug two prisOl'!. tew.s" The 

first term 1f'hiOh l asted . • aore than a year was intlieted upon him because, 

as a lay student, he bad made a.tl attempt . to l ea'V'e i£ngland without pl'oper 

permi ssion;, a thing difiieult to obtain., He farad quite well in the Ma:r;-­

fShalsea_ Resays t beir oells ~re ,searched for cburen..stuff and t.hat on 

one occasion they were bet:rsycd by a man who feigned Cathollei ty ~ He 

told the fl,u:t hori'tiea about the stOrEld S'aored objects and catholio boolj:s 

,,,hioh, lrhtm. taken ~, fille.d a cart to capacity.. In Gel'ard's can 

:were found nearly all 'tile requi8ites for MallS. His ne:xrt door occupant 

Was a priest and between theil" Q'eUs they .!:)ad discovered a secret way 
31 

ot OpeZling the cieor8() that 'they had :Mass nearly eveI"'-J mollfling .• 

31 J • Oerard" 0i" .cit ., , 5 .. "(. 

Father Gerard 's second :incarceration took place after several years 

of missionary work as a Jesuit.. This time he first was COnfined in the 

miserable and uncomi"ortable Counter ~ "'-"'om tbeCou~l'ter he was tranf3.­

ferred to the Olink where he sldl£ully organiz.eda. prison parish from 

among the, ll'.any Catholics Vlho V'I$I'C held there. lli$ spiritual apostolate 

was so gr;oatif'ying that he preferred it to be:ing at Uberty_ Instea.d of 

the lerld songs and blasphemies as at the ·Counter, prayers arose in the 

room next to his. The prisoners soon came to his door and showed him 



89 

h0\7 to open a freer communication nith t hem,. ,This VIUS, at first, t hrough 

a hole in -the 1'lall covered 1:u.th a. pict1.l.l'e ,. Through i t they SOOll suppUed 

h:w "l'rlth letters from his friends and 'with 'l'lriting material. 'rhrough it 

he also received HoLv Communion. This did not last l ong f or t ho Catho­

lics contri ved ·t o f'aat>.ion a key that opened his door. :tlo'\'{ they could 

tal{e hi m to another part of t he prison lmere he said Haos and a dminis­

tered the Sacraoonts, fbr ,all ' the prisOnc!Ii'B had obtained. keys to t heir 

eelis. 

Father Gerard ,said that h£j had as neighbors j'lWt t hose whom he 

~rou1d have selected had the privilege Of choosing been hi3.. ~$ next 

door cell neigbbor was Brother Ralph ];:merson, S. J .. , apprehended i n 1,8h. 

The latter was eventually s ent to Uisbeach where he rIllS attacked with 

palsy and par-tial paralysis. Arter t\mnty yoareof oOnfinenrent; ·Ralph 

Emerson was banished 3l'lddicd SOon after. Abow Germ'd1 S oell was Fat her 

John T:.illy" and round about him good men, all true to t he Faith. In t 

beginning, he spoke to persons only throu:rh the hol e in mscoll Viall . 

Later he received a. more tolerant gaoler ' IDom he managed at \Vill by coax.,.. 

inc; and by bribes .. He persuaded t he gaoler to visit him only ats~ei­

fied times w"hen he would ba in hi::: cell. Thi.s gave him liberty to go 

out to hoc.r copfossions and to reconcile In&':ly to t he Church • 

.- •• Some of these were heretics , but t.."lc grea ter 
number \'Jere only sol'>..ismatias, as I oou.ld deal more 
f'rooly \"dth thoso than 'wi t h the others. I t \'IUS on]y 
atter long aoquaintance , and on the reeanmenci.ation 
of trllSty !riendsl . that 1 would let any heretics 
know how little restraint ... au put upon me . 1 do not 
remember above eight or ~n oonverts from l'1..eresy, of 
whom four entered religi01l.. Two joined our Sooiety, 
.and the othel" two "i/'ent to other Orders . AB for 
scbismatics I brought back a goodly number of them 
to t he boam of t he Ol'nu'ch.Some beCQll1e :religious; 
and other'S gave them.selvG$ to good 1f'orks in England 
during t heperseeution. Of t hese last, was Mr . John 
Rigby, aften'1ards martyred . .... 

During my stay in the prison, I f ound neans t o 
give the Spiritual Exercises. The gaoler did as I 
wished him to do; he never oame to me without being 



\7l.shea hiin to do 3 he nGver ca.>ne to me vo. t hou'!;. boin 
called, and never went into my neigiibors I rooms at 
all . So wei'itted an upper chanber to serve as a 
chapel, 'where six or seven made the Exeroises, all 
of ,"mom r es olved to .follon' the counsel s of Christ 
our I.Q~d, and ootone of them flinohed from his pur-
pose. ) , 

32 Ibid., 93~99. -
C-eX'ard went 60 fex as to prooure for himself t he habit of the So.-

ciety which he continued 'bo wear , evon in t he face of all london when 

was lead forth fi'om pri son f or the various examinations or trials. On 

90 

these occasions people crowded to see a Jesu:Lt in his b.abit3 but the 
33 

preachers "rarE.') exas-porated at what they termed open defiance of t hen. 

33 ],bid., ilhl 13 · -
The zeal of Gerard extended beyond his prison parish . Priests en-

toring England were oft en at a loss f or directions as h~1 to f ind t heir 

fellow-Iaborors, but'l'rith Father Ger ard in a fixed abode" instructions 

were given them t o contact him for adVice and needed info~Uon. Since 

he could not always bavesafe places to, which be might send them, he 

managed to rent a hoose and garden and furn:Lshed 1 t wi t h necessities 

through t he alms ot fl:'1enda. 

,~ .... I maintained t hem there , till I had supplied 
them, through t he aid ot eert.ain Mends, with clothes 
and neqessaries, sometime$ even wHo a residence, or 
with a horse to SO to their friends and kinsn:en in 
t he country . I covered aLl the expenses of this 
house nth the alms that \'iSl'e besto. red on ~. 1. did 
not, receive alms from many peTf:1ons, still l ess from 
all that came to ~e me; indeed,. both out of prison 
and in pri.son, I often refused sllch off ers . I was 
afraid that if I alw~s accepted what was offered, I 
might scare trom me s ouls t hat w1.shed to treat with 



me, on t he busine ss Of their salvation; or r eceive 
.gift.s J;rom those that could eitJl!~r i ll afford i'ti l 

or would aftenr.lrds repent of it. I l!lacle i t q rule 
t llere£ore , never' to take aJ..m$ except f r om a small 
Otl.Uiber of pernons, \'rl)on! Ikne'VI weU . }lQst ot what 
I got vias from those devoted . .friends) ,,'tho oUe:rood 
tlle not only t heir money but themsel ves t and 190kcd 
upon it as a f avour ,,"hen I t ook their ofter.34 

34 Ibid. , 93 .... 9.9 . 

Eventually Father Gerard was taken to the, 'rewer where he went 

through t ne Tepelif'£e tortures (one wr iter Gays l'ourteen t ilntls) t hat 

left his arms and handSSeo$el&B.a and useless i'O,r months . Wi th the 

aid of friends , he .esc.aped tv.rough a Tower window and, lef t England 

f or the Continent. 

91 
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SURV1:."'Y OF THE SPUITUALIWiVEST 

'I'broughout this 'liurbulent period the Je~t8 saw themselves attain­

ing their o~jeQtives. to bX:'ing cOlU'age to the tal tering, com!ort to the 

sorrowing and heu1f'lly burdened. an<1 peaoe to the hearts of men; to l"eScue 

souls fi"0ltl eternal pardi t;i.oo; and: to save, the people of a nationfrOO1 

totally abandoning the Catholic .faith that had \)een brought to '~he Is­

land in the' early centuries of OllristendQll; The suff erings they ondured 

while engag~d in thei.rs:pir:1tualconq1.lests and the blood s bed by their . 
fellO'l'(-Jesui'tis watered the 1,3011 from which sprang the spiritual harvest. 

The rust Jesuit missionaries found varying degx-ees of faith aIllong 

t he persecuted c"tbolics tn England. Pc,roons,. s.tter a five month so­

j ourn, wrote November 17 t 1580, that wi thin the past few months l'lll!l.nY a 

~ntleman of nigh rank;. wealtliand tnfluence had been imprisoned for the 

Faj, th,., He .further added that not only the old Wisons but 'the llUl.IlY new­

ly O.ons4'uet.ed ones were s pilling over wi th Catbolics willing to suffer 

for their religious eonv:\.etions and that the pUl"suivanta, though s t ill 

on t he hunt for mQre, we.re in truth wearying of the great numbers . F,:e 

also 'stated t ba·t in the previous month, it; had been l"eportod, that 

$0, 000 names had been recei"\<ed oftbose ref"using to a ttend the churches 
1 

oi' the ileretics. 

1 GfO' letter,s and Melnor:La1.s of Fath~r, aobartPerson131 S.J . , edited 
by L. Hicks, e~R ... ~~", 39;58.. . . . ... 
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In August of' the .same yeqX Fa.ther Persons had given a more detR.iled 

and personalized acc.ount of the religious forvor of the peopl e .. 

To be br ief, t here is a vast f i eld here in vnlich 
to labour vr.!. th fruit, if only there were enough men 
.of our company. So that be.f orEl all things cloe Vie 
must beg you to send UB, a.s soon as possibl e, a good 
number of efficient men. '1'1'1e duty which falls t o U $ 

is of the greatest moment, not only for the r sputa-
iOn of the Socioty, but also for the rocover:v of 

this kingdom, and for tlle cor:mon cause of the Catho­
lic Church ..... 

Then, while our Lord leaves us troe, the hOpe 
of fruit. is very great, £or .,'0 ore $0 l'Ielcomed, 00 
occupied, that both time ~d strength fail us.. I 
am obliged da:i1y duri ng my j OtL.-nElY t o malee too 0 1;' 

three discourses to gentlefolk, who are sO affected 
b'.f the Spirit ot God t hat t heyllre ready for eny en­
terprise " h O'lleV'er signal__ On alm.ost all occasions 
they" of f er themselves and all tb9ir pro:perty, and 
their 'zeal and .fervour is wonderful, especially in 
three respects .. 

First in hearing Kass, at wbi¢l they assist with 
such sighs and !requent sobs that, dry t hough I am. 
it moves me totear~ despi t e myself. The BCcond is 
their reverence and seal. tow..?r4s t. he Holy ll'a.'i;h. er .. 
For" greatly as they shoul~aoappreciate his 
authority, t his is not so, great as their low. Henoe 
it comes t hat as soon as they hear these words: ' Let 
us prq for OUX" Pontiff Gregor'J, t in the litany, they 
raise their hands andvoicas to heaven with an unani­
mi ty that is wonderful. Too third is their "\'IonderM 
fortitude of mind and ~adiness to Imf'ter any travail 
on account of religion. 

2 Cited by J .~H .,Follen, 'lhe Engl,l:m ~atholics in ~t,hc Reign of p;J..iz-
abeth, 362-365 . -_ . 

Edmund Campion corroborates Fel!'~s' expedenecs of t he eagerness 

with wl::dch the people welcomed Opirl tual leader-ship and their readiness 

to follow. 

'£hey ~ar w:i. th exoeedinggreedine ss, and very 
often reQei ve the SaerlilllCnts, for the ministration 
whereof 'ife are ever well assisted. by pt'iesta, wbom 
we find in £;ver"y place., 't'lhere'by bow the peopl e is, 
well served and "Ile muoh eased in our charge. 'I'b& 
priests of our cOWltry; themselves being most ex­
c&llent for virtue and learning, yet have ra:Lsed SO 



great ar:tQpinion fO!'Dur Society t.hat r de.1-c SC<lrce ... 
l y tDuch the exceeding great reverence all Catholics 
do unto ua.3 

3 Ibid., 369~37l. - -

9h 

Further on in his letter, Father Ca1l'ipion also pleads for laborers 

in the vineY-Slod. Wr:j. ting about the con...+'UsiDn in tOO l"'d.nks ot l1eretics 

who already had c.eased to boast of a tew apostates and mart;yl's to thei:r 

cause" he stated by comparison, 

... • • i6 have Bishops, Lor ds, Y.nights, the old 
nobility, patterns of learning, pi et y and prudence, 
the amre!' Df YDUth, noble matrons; and of too in­
ferior sort innumerable , either martyred at once, Dr 
by consuminr; 1Jt.prisonment dying dally. .At the very 
writing bereof the persecution rageth most cruel ly. 
The hOU$6 "tncre I run is sad; no other t aLI( but Df • 
death, flight, prison or spoil 01' their t'riends. 
Newrthe less they proc0ed wit h c ouraga • 

Very many, even at thi s pre-sent, bema restored 
to the Church; new soldiers give up their ni'"ll1les, 
while the old of fer up thelr blood. By Whicb holy 
hosts GIld oblations Clod will pe pl eased; a nd we shall, 
no question, by Hj,m overcome.4 

4 Ibid.; 369~371. 

In bis attempt to make clear the Object of the Jesuit Jliission Campion 

wrcrri;e what is known as The Ohall~nsc which ~ addrossed to the Lordo 01 

Her Majesty's Privy Council. This d.al'ing e.xplanation h..1.d a heartening 

effect on the oppressed Catholics. llitherlo, for at least the past gen­

eration, the Catholics had not a. singleoxternal. success to cheer them 

in their painful IUld l'lumiliat1.ng $truggle against an overpowerl.nl,. -ever ... 

p.rescent enemy., It was true" there Ylero· e:x;amplosof pationce , of finn.­

ness and other virtues" but these were insignificant in comparison vdth 

the vast &upe:dori ty of t..l)eir enemies' forc;es I the saddening remembrance 
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of many f alls , and the ever-disappointed hope ,of help to corne. The con-

trove,t'sy tv.'elve years befor e , no doubt" choorcd t hou but since tben 

ere was little that had given them hem-t or courage .. But "ri th campion 

had come the challenge !lte all and cvelyt of the enemy ":md t he IltOS'C 

principal that may be found . n Ito spirited enthusiMm, its inof£ensive-

-·~s , ond the recollect ion of Campion' s academic triumps , caused it t o be , 5 
l'aOO avidl,y by Catholic and Protestant alike. 

5 Cf. ide , ---- 353. 

A few excerpts from 'Ehe Orul.llenge will Ulustr~tc its force and in-

fluanoa. 

b"y charge is, of free cost to proach the Gospel, 
to m:L."1ister the Sac:ra.ments, to instruct the simple, 
to ).oefor:mG si nner s , to confute errors--in brief 1- t o 
erie a.larn.'<1 spiritual against foul vice and proud ig.­
norance wherewith many r;;ry de4U' Co14"ltrymen are abused. 

I never had mind, and am strictly forbidden by 
our Father t hat sent rue, to deal in any :t'espElct \-.'ith 
matter of s t ate or Policy of this renlmJ a(l thitl£ 
wtrl.ch apperta:i:.:n not to rrr.r vocation, and from tThich I 
do gladly reatrain and sequester .nf.I thoughts • 

••• • Many innocent hands are l ifted up to heaven 
for you daily by those English students, whose pcs­
tertia shall never die~ which beyond seas, gather-
ing vilrtue and sufficient lmowledgo .for the purpose; 
are determined na~;r to give you over" but either to 
win you heaven, or to die. upon your pikes .. And touch­
ine OUI' 3001etie be it knoun to you that we have made 
a league-all the Jesuits in the world l whose succes­
sion and multitude must overreach all the practices 
of England..-ohe:er!'ully to carry the cr oss you l ay 
upon '\1$, and never w despail' YOUli' recovery , while 
'WQ haw a rn.,m left to enjoy your Tyburn,or to be 
racked wi th your torments, or consumed wi t h your pri­
sons. 'rhe expense is x'eckoncd, t he enterprise is be­
gun; it is of Go<i, i t cannot be withstood • . So the 
faith was planted, 80 it must be r estor ed. 6 

6 Ibid., 350-352. 
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Oamp-ion.s zeal i:nfffl nQ hounds and s oul s vrere anxious to avail t hem­

sol ves of his spiritual ministrations~ In his .first two days in London, 
7 

forty or more came to him for the Saorament of Penance, 

7 Ct .. 1. flicks, C.R.S., 39 1xvi. 

With the advent of t he Jesuits and the establishment otseminari es 

on t he Continent , the ~otestants hope of ridding England of Papi s try and 

t he Marian priests. tailed. An ardent Protestant, Fleetwood, who \'1~ a 

Justice of the Peaoein Lancashire,hearing of the arrival of t he aerrr­

inary priest; k'lurence Johnson, a future martyr; exclaimed; "Nay , we 

strive in vain. We hoped t hat thesel'a,pisticaJ. priests dying, all Pa­

viatn'" 8houla have died and ended ,d til tbeln, but this b.rood \ti 1 ] never be 

rooted out; it is ~possibleever to bend ot them, llQr to extirpate the 
a 

Papistical rei ttl out of the 1and~" 

8 Ibid •. , 39 'xxvii. 
~" 

The general e.steem in v/hich the JesuitS Vl'ere held: by both. the Catho­

liC cle~gyTIlSn apd la;r people helped Jl'ltleh to bring about a renaissa.nceot 

spiritual ·confidenQEl. Persons in his letter .of Nwember 17, 1580, to 

the General of the Order made this observation; 

Webave lilany most generol,l$ hEilpers. The secular 
eleriris everywhe1'e at one nth us. Nay, with every 
demonstrationoi affection, it defers tQ us., so that 
it ~e8 one anxious about living up to t he reputati on 
of the SocietY', which is everywnereso bight whil e vre 
feel QUI'selve$ so far fi'am that degree of vi:rtue which 
they reverently look tor in Ufh So much the more i 
then, do we need your prayere.9 

9 Gited by J .H.Pollen.I TheEl;lgli~h Catholics in the Rej,gn of El1z-. 
abeth 369. ... . . ---' . 
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Father Birkhead) Superior of t~ seCUlar Ql.ergy, in his letter of 

158h to Father Agazzari residing in Rome, was most appreciative of the 

fine work the Jesuits were dOing in England and begged that the Order 

oontinue to send more of i tsman • 

• • • • I \nsh to t hank repeatedly both your Iever­
'enee and your Order, for the benefits conferred not 
on nw;sel! only ••• but also for those which you bestorr 
on your nation above others constantly sending sueh 
eminently prudent and holy men to convert it •••• The 
.membersof yOUI' Society.tho .t'irstcame to US; ad­
vanced the cause of religion sowell-Father Oampion 
by his glorious death, Father Robert by his labours, 
prudence and industry, both of them by holy living, 
constant preaching, exhortations., printing books and 
other numt:l.rQUS works of the same class-that all the 
Catholics in the country earnestly ask, beg, yearn 
for other men of the same Order to be sent to us as 
soon as possible ••• 1 earnestly entreat you in the 
name of my fellow priests and of all other Catholics 
to assist by your pet! t10ning and ~orking the accom­
pl1shm~mt of the end desired ..... l 

10 Father Persons' Memoirs, edited by J .H.PoUen, C.R~S., h:152-15.3. 

0n:lJ' a year after Persons and Campion had made their entrance into 

England, CaTdinal Allen wrote to Father Agaszari about the work Persons 

was aocompl ishing ., 

.« • • He preaches .continually, he resolves cases 
of conscience . The Oatholics in the midst of perse­
cutions have less scrupulous consciences than any­
where else that I knO\v ot, and have an opinion of the 
Father that they will not aoquiesce in the judgeIOOnt 
of any common priest unless it is confirmed by Father 
Robert •••• He is cQntinually .;a.ppoaled to u.f gentlemen 
and by some of the, CouncU for necessary- advice •• ~it 
is supposed there are tWfity-thousand more catholics 
this year t han the last. 

11 State :J;:rsf J)mest1c, Ellzabeth, 1h9*no .• 51, cited by B.1 . 
Taunton, The Risto 0 the JesUl.ts !Ii Eriii@md, 75. 
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When Rober t Southwell enter ed En gland in 1586 in company with Henry 

Ga.:rnott t he peop~el3 1 depr ession of spirit ag€lin heartened., At this time 

probably the only Jesuit in England was Y;e~rt()n, and because of that fact , 

t be OathOlics telt t hey were bems abandoned b-,r the Jesuits. Father 

Southwell remarked t his in a letter to t he General ,Aquaviv&, JUly 25, 

1586,. 

Our arrival here had wonde;rtully cbee:r:'ed ' and in­
sp:1.riteQ the eatholic$~ for they had p'eviG'~s:q been 
COltl'plaining that t hey were pl"acti:eaU y abandoned by 
the Society, Mc:1 were ' full 0.£ misgiving, thinking 
that the~ pasta,rst di~d by diff iculties" .. EWe 
abandoning the ilO~ t hat never stood ' iD greater need 
of tl~eir care •••• 1 

" . . 

12 "Unpublished lhQuments Relating to t he Etlglish Martyrs, II edited 
by J .H. PQllen, C.R. (3,o, 5009. 

c. • 

Individual testilnony of the respect in v1hieh the. Jesuits were hel d 

is t o be found in state papers recortling t ho trials of those }iIe!t'8ecuted 

tor t he Faith. A certain .John Fyneh. was a:;Jked "ifhether he in d ever spo­

ken with asem1nary priest or l'dth a ,Jesuit. Ho replied: "l have bene 

conversant with some seminan" priests, but not with tIDy Jesuit:, for 
13 

which I ;;une sorry." 

13 l,bid., 5·.85. -
.Anthony Rivers, $.J.J in soma of M$ (lol"li'0spondence for March 9, 

160), speaking about tbe Rev. William l\ichilrdson4:s ~ial. related hovt 

t he Chief Justice asked the martyr vgihcthor he was' a Jesuit. To t his he 

replied, Uno .. i , then' the Chief Justi.ee asked him 'what he thought of' t he 

Jesuits. He allB"I'ior ed, "The,- are g-ood and religiou$ men.1I 
14 
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Ih H. Foley, op., oit., 1 :56. 

Much as the Englis.'1 Parliament mnbers hated ttlC Jesuits they ad­

mitted their rel:i.gious zeal . In a l ettel'" August 1581, t o Father Age.­

zur:L, fursol1s mentioned the faot t hat he and Campi.on l"R-'1.'C ~poken of as 

'a lurking 'Woli',' and. 'an interfering and ubiquitous Je$uit.' Members 

of Parliament lmew that 'both priests were very busy pre~hing nearly 

every day, beginning t he fhst thing in the morning; then they lvrote, 

and after dinner they usually changed the~ quarters , and while riding 

to t he next place meditated on what they were to preach t he next day~ 

After supper", so it was said, they heard oonfessions or sGttled cases of 

oonse1ence~, In other words, Parliament \,/as weU informed of-'their ~-
15 

tivities. 

15 Cf. L. H1cks,C .R.S. , :39:83~ 

AtJ ind1eated in earlier chapters religious vooations were many in 

thi!!J land ofspiri t ual ,confusion. Young laymen, inspired by the heroio 

apostolate of the Jesuit.s, nocke'd to join not only the Society of Jesus 

but other Orders and Congregations, as wel.l as the secular priesthood. 

'rhus new apostl es were being constantly trained who would l ater r eplace 

or increase the ranks of those who labored t o keep the flickering lamp 

of faith 'burning in England. 

The direct ef fect of the Soc:letyt s network of mission;;lry activity 

brought it into contact vi. til Inany of t he people of the hi ghest class. 

As a result, t here were vocations to the Order from a number of the old 

English Catholic families. For exampl e the Petres had eleven sons in 

the SOciety; the Plowdens, nine; the Poles" ten; the Pultons , sixteen; 
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t he Bedinf!.fie1ds, t he stourtons, the Keynes , the Tichbournea , the Mos ... 

twa, too 91i£fo~ds, the Talbots;: the Gerards l , the Walpoles , the lre-
16 

lands , and many other families eave numerous sons to the Order. 

16 Of ,., Peter Ouilday , The .1,fJIl~lish Catholic Refu:f£ees on the Conti-
nent" 1148 . ' . ....--.. 

In 1;;82 Persons 'Wrot$ of his success of aending a priest, ostensibly 

a.s a lay scholar, to the Universi tyof Cambridge.. The result was that 

,-Ii thin a few months sewn young men of great promise and talent ,"~re sent 
17 

to the seminary at Rheims and othtlcI'S 'oere ex;pected. 

17 Cf. L. Hi oks , O.l1 .S., 39 ~'108. 

Oardinal Allen on All.g\lst 8, 1583 , wrote to Aea~ari the Hector of 

the Roman Seminary, th,a,t ruty you.'1e men had a~rived to study in the 
. 18 

seminal..., at liheima. 

18 Cf. 
4n15 · 

Father Per-sops' l;1emoir~ , edited. by J . i1 .Po11en, O-.R.S., 
. , 

John Gerard, '\'tho had gone to labor in Enaland in 1588, Wl'ote in bis 

a'J.tobioe:raphy With some detail abo"at f our young men entering the Society 

and t hen returning as apostles to their homeland. One of these men was 

Father Strange who suffered imprisonment in the Tower of London \'1oore, he 

underwent many grievous tortures and a. l ong ~olitary cOnfinement . Before 

Father Strange had entered t he Society he bad resi tWd with Father Oarnett 

for two years. WhUe with Garnett h-a arranged to tLspooo of biG property, ~ 

for he wished not to be enOUXl1'ber ed with any ot his worldly possessions 

ldlen he entered the Soci~ty.. Before he had left for the Continent he 
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brour,ht to Gerard a friend of bis, Hart by namo , a. man of great '\1ur ldly 

substance and an only son. Not long after meeting Father Gerarc:, he , too, 

decided to dedica.te his life to the sc~"ice of Christ. in the Jesuit Order. 

The third eent.lenum to whom Father Gerard referred wac Tbomuo Smith, a 

wel1 ... educ~ted schismatic.. He found it difficult to beccne a Oat.~olic , 

but onee conver~d he aleo joined the SOciety. The i'our·th young ttlan vias 
19 

a Rof.!GJ:' Lee. 

19 Of ~ John Ger ardi :Ql2;. ci:t~, 219-224. 

~,--~--.. ~--------~--~--~~~--~--------~~-------~------------.--------~--------
Campion's martyrdom in 1581, along 'with Alexend'3r Bpiant, S .J .~ and 

Ralph Sher,Yin, a secuk'U' priest I had a soul stirring influEmce on Env­

land. In the Annual Letter to Rome for 1581 detailed observations were 

recorded rela.t ive to this trio of martyrs. 

A notable r esult of this m~ be scen in the re­
coneiU.at:;l.on of no less tb.<:ln ten thousand who have 
been received t h.is -y'eEJX' into the Oh:ureh, t hough, as 
we are aware, a grea.t, not to say the greater part 
of this abundant harve-st is. under God" to be ascrib­
ed to the bl essed martyrs, Campion, Briant) and Sher­
win. Their pl·~cious deaths, thJa iniquity of which 
is confessed by many even of the hereties, have borne 
so muoh fruit, t hat both Catholics and their adver-. 
saries affirm that i: had t hey lived a hundred years, 
t heir l ives eould never haV'e availed: so much n s their 
briei" but glorious d$ath,for. of the herotiC$ nearly 
.fom;'" thousa.nd have been r econe:Uted to the Ohurch.; and 
IilaI.JY nOW' ~3't.and fox'th boldly and undauntedly. Number-a , 
too ~ take -such d:eliPJlt ;in bonds and ~rsecuti<m as 
t£I aPpear .:'l..nsensible to .sufferinG; nay, 00 great is 
the renewed fervour or t.~ Catholics, that since the 
beginning of the persecution Masses have never been 
.so frequently and fervently celebrD.ted~ nor so num­
erously attended, as t hey are at present, in every 
quarter of wndon. No one seems to shri.'1k from dan­
ger, and if d~sturbed by the officers of justice , 
tbaysea.reely care to do more than p!Qss to the next 
door., where the MaSfl ~s r9SU1!led.. In tact, the dama.e,.> 
vth10h this execution has dbne to the Protesta:nt ca.use 
is f,uch that they despair of ever recovering their 
losses. 

Th,i 0 glorious tl'io of martyrs ll.la:Y be, lilroned t o 
three flov:rers culled from t he seed .. plots o.f martyr-



dom,. t~e Society 0foJesus, the Seminary of Rhcims, 
and this College . 

20 H. Foley , 0E- c~t." 6:78. 
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A year later Persons \'1l"ot.e to Fathe-r Agazzari. that Ylalsingham had 

declared that it Vlould have been better for the Queen to have spent 

40 ,000 gold pieOG1s than to kill t hose priests publicly. 'Y Protes-

tents, especially the mor e 1110der ate ones; favored the Catholic position 

and had a good opinion of it on account of the uncompromising attitude 

of the martyrs and other Jesuits "lith whom they discussed doctrinal sub-

jects.. After elaborating on the conversions , and the renewal of f ervor 

and good will among the Protestants, Father Pers.ons concluded t hat be­

cause of this :spirl t ual rejuvenat ion the persecutcr s were almost burst-
21 

l ng with indignation and wrath. 

~·._ . __ ._r •. _~ ~··· . ~~ _ ___ '--- _ .~_~ __ ~ 

21 Of. L .. Hicks" C.R .. S., .3~H133. 
J 

The success' of t he mission of Blessed Edmund Campion ie an out,.... 

standing marvel of English :religious his,tory. He d.efi ni tely hal ted the 

full tide of Victo).~ioue ProteS't.antism. Pete,r Guilday wrote, U . ~ • 'there 

is no other page in the: English Counter- Reformation oqual in glor y to. 
22 

t hato£ Gampion 18 holy warfare in t he name of Christ~fI 

~------- -.. ----- ----~--~-~--.............~ 

22 On. cit., 121. 

The Regius 11,"0£08so1' of Divinity at Oxford summed up the c£fGcts of 

:a,.l'!lpi on f a dea.th as follows : 

This I can say wi t h truth that tho ghost of' 
t he dead Campion has given me 1001'e troubl e t han the 



Rationes of the llving,-not only beca.use he has 
Io?t fiio poison behind him, like the fabled Bona~"1li:), 
":rhich in its flight burns up its pursuersW'ith its 
droppings , but much more because his friends dig J'l.im 
up from his grav~, defend his cause, and vr.ri te his 
epitaph in English, French, and Latin. It used to 
be said, t~ad men bite not;~ and yet Campion dead 
bites _nth his £riends't teeth.-a notable m1ra,ole .~ 
accerding to all experience., and to the old proverb j 
for as fresh heads grow on the hydra when the old 
arc cut off, an uavc succeeds 1'1aVe , as a harvest of 
nOi'l Illen rose from the seed of the dra.gonl s teeth, so 
on8 labour of ours only beeets another, and still 
another; and in the plnce of tho single Campion" 
cbampions u~~m ohompions have Sl'ra.."'!'!led to keep us 
cnv:aEred. • ... 3 

23 Cited by Richard Simpson, Edmund .c~ion, 461 .. 

10.3 

A notable oonversion at Cronpion1 s nartyrdOlIl W3.S that of, a Frotestant, 

Henry Walpole ~ who later joined. tbe Society and in 1595 also received 

the palm of martyrdOm. He was standing beeide the block where Campion 

"VTaS being <rot into quarters t As the hangman threw the quarters into the 

cauldron of boi1.ing water a. drop or the bloody mixt'l.ll"G splashed upon WaJ.­

pole's clothes lI He af'tcrward told .Ignatius Basselier! S.J . , that at 
24 

that moment he felt that he JilUst bccorae a Catholic. 

24 Ibid. J 454" -
Fathers lIol t and HeyWood who wnt to England in 1581 alao had ro-

markable success w.itb conversions_ Dr" H~nshawe, a seminary priest,. in 

compony rrith the two Jesuits stated in a letter t hat wi thin a space of 

three months spent in Staffordshire they had converted 228 persona to 
25 

the Oatholic faith. 

25 Of. H. Foley, OR. cit ... , 1;389-390. 
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In bis autobiography" Father Ocrard recounted ma.'1y a feature item 

on his spiri v-lal labors .. eae ~ today; aid a. reader to understand hO\' 

the white harvest was gathered. 0!:l'J cOIl'tloroion that be related was 

brourht about through the efficacy of tho last sacr.::w:tents~ p..."U"tioular­

ly I:rlreme Unction. A rather determined Protestant husband of a 'Wife 

converted to Ca.~nolicism had m:.:.de her enduro much on o,ccount of her ro-

ligious oonvictions. lilian she was at the point of death he allolved her 

to receive the last rites because of his great love rol' her • 

\ 

• _ •• Having ma.de her confession and been anointed 
she reeeived t he Holy Viaticum; and, behold, in half' 
an hour's time she so far recovered, as to bo wholly 
out Q£. danger; the disea.se and its cause had Vanished, 
.?nd she had only to mcover hoI' st:oucth. The husbcnd 
seeing his wife thus snatohed from t he, jaws of death, 
mshed t o know- "tho reason. i:e told hia tlUlt it Wa G 
t he ef feo-ts of the holy Sacrament of EA-trcme Unction 
that it restored bodil.:r health ub.en Divine YiisdOIn. . 
foresaw t hat _ it was expedient for the ~od of tug 
soul. This l.'faS t ho cause of his conversion . ~ .. 2 

26 Joh.n Gel'ard. OF • . cit, ._, 22-27. 

DuriJlg the early peri od of his public apostolate Gerard wrote that 

he had reconciled more than twenty fathers and mothers of families of 

great rank but1 for tho safety of the families , he could not reveal 

their names. Of p<;!l"sons not so blest 1nt.h the goods of this world and 

servants, he comrerted or reconciled .:3.0 many that he could. not remember 

t he exact number. He , too, had the good fortune to confirm many weak 

and. pus-i 11 atli!:!Ous souls and to bear numerous rencl."al confessions. aur­

ing t his same period he wrote t hat lr,,,lUY souls recoived the inspiration 

to a mOl'e perfect lifo, auong then he mentioned l~d\vard \'Je1.pole, S.J . 27 

....,...--=-------- .- -.~~--~~~-- -_. 
7 10e. cit. 
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By giving the SpL"'"itual EJrorcioc3 to secular priests, Father Gerard 

indirectly ·~ed for the groater spirituality il.'lllong Oatholics" bot2 

._- 'ies;ts and lay persons ~e -told of a priest who -;;onb throue.;h the Spir-

itual Exercises rr.ith much profit and iroquent17 declared thcreofter that 

until he hnd mado them be kne':l not. 'what was the duty oi' c p:Piest . This 

aWful priest had a. dee:? attachment to Father Oerruxl and when the lat­

ter was in ?ri son aided him vt.i. th his chari ties. He continued to c ollsul t 

ather GBrnrd in his doubts and .diffioulties tmd confided to him that 
28 

through his help ho was now gaining thrice as many souls as before. 

28 Ibid., 30. -
Unnsked and unexpected a very young man, the grandson of an Earl, 

CalOO to Ge:r."ard to ask lrhether he could make tlw Spiritual Exe:-cises. 

The Jesuit inqt d what 'mpted him to ma.l{e such a request .. The 

youhg man explained t..l:lat in a book put forth against the Society t he 

enemies m~lltioned that he had been induced tbrou!".h the Spiritual Exer­

cises to embrace tho relid.ous life .e.nd 11M thus wheedled out of his 

immense wealt h. Since -the :Earl knew that. the s t.ory uus false and that 

a great ng had been done to the Society he said that he calOO to make 

good wlJat the enemy ha.d falsely stnted* He made t h.e Exerei-ses "with muoh 

fervor mld later asked tlmt he penni ttad to have a priest live inca 

nito in his home from \7hich the priest could operate to spread the king­

dom of Christ_ In connection -with this episode Gerard oenti onod thc.t he 
29 

had converted t wo heretical ministers, one of mot!. became a priest. 

29 Ibid. , 248-250. 



106 

\1h.i1e in prison Father ' C0ra:rd converted one of the gaolcrs~ This 

man :immediately gave up his position, 30ld t.. .. to 

religious. 

Later retUl't'lOO d rold soon found himSE)l.f in the very priGC'" 
30 

whero ho had t"'Cen gaole",-. 

30 r~id., 122-12). _.-
Father Gerard pointed out very dc!'initoly that the faith of the Ca­

tholics in pome ooetions of the oountry was stronger than in otncr sec-

tiona. In the places t'there many of t.'1e common peoplo wero olics <:4'1d 

almost all inClined to the Catholic faitb, hring 11:;C- in-

to' the ~~ch and to to the sel~ons--pcrtio-

ularly vIas this true of I..ancashire county where wOl~ present for the 

1ta~8 ond acnnon. TIe added" howover~ that these very Saffi~ people ,sca:t ... 

tered easiiy Wilen the storm o£ persecution dreu near, and came back again 

when the ala..T'111 nas over. In SOmG parts of the country" catholics were 

fevr in nu:mber . lie gave one illustration, raD".arkin2 that 

lie population was sparse , ~~e converts VJerc usucl.ly _ of 

1'13 -tho Catho-

hil!her 

olassEl'S uho could afford to Pa::! the fines for non-.coni'ol'TJi ty or who had. 

enough prestige soft:ly to disregard the 1 In the c-

tions J aocording to Gerard" a missionary gain the gentry 

and then the serrCl.l1:ts, 
31 

Catholio serva.nts~ 

,thalia mastel'S eould not. get along without 

31 Ibid. , 37-38. 
~. 

Hilliam Baldwin. S.J. , \'tho bad been taken by pirates and committed 

to the Brideuell prison brought peace of soul to a distraught young man. 
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\':'hon Father hcd been takon prisonor he passed h:ll1oo1f off for un ! -(,aJj.an 

'7he could speak no Bngliah . It wc!;s dit'fiC".ll t f or hir.;l. to l:ocp his di .... '-

gui~c for he was ca.ref'ul1Y';1tltchcd. In the pris.on he fou:nd a Catholic 

.,y outh h.,')1f despairing betm;c:1 rcIi.orsc for ecr't,ain false accusations a-

:ainst othc::."'s" which hrui been 'lmIDg from him IT.f torture , und. fCal.9 t hat 

he might be racked to. death if he retrac:wd. Fe:l$er Baldl¥in found it 

difficl.11:t not to 00 of help,. Fina1.ly ohari ty prevailed. \1hi le the 

Protestant fellow ... prisoners W6l"e asleep, he manaced to hear the. youth' s 

confossion and r,;i..ve him comfort,. Not l ong atter the young man lIas again 

put through the tort~s und~ tfhich no coll apsed end died yJitbout again 

f ailipg in fortitude. tel' about a yOa1: Father . Balm-fin, in 1595, ob-
32 

tained his own release from prison. 

Me 

32 Of -. IiUnpublished DocU1:ients Relating to the English lb~t:r.r's ~ 11 

edi ted by J toH "Pollen~ Q!!~_~_.? $t287 .. 

In Sir John Ptlokering t s papal's are accounts of two moo who " ai'ter 

being oomrerted t hrough the J esuits, wero nlade to suffer for tho Fai th, 

:9 was Hugo Moore who was condc.r:mcd and exeouted f'or being roconoiled. 

to the See of Rome by Thomas stevenson., S.J. The other WCLS Ht.mry l!'OX ... 

well r1ho~ although later pardoned, was also condemned for being reoon .... 
. D 
dIed '00 Rome. Foxwell was a. COl1vert. of :Fa.ther DeJ.dwin ~ 

~ ~ " J I I , ; n L- . I -, , . . !t C _ 

33 or, :Ibid., :;:158 • ............... -

Ricllard Hol tby; SUperior of t he English rassion from 1606 to 1609,1 

in the .Annual 1st ter for the yeer 1607, gave 011 a.ccount of the aposto­

... 0:00 after the !iitorr..n of too ~'fder Plot and tIle new lavf r especting 

the tDking of the Jecoboal'l oath~ Tote that the Catholics availed 
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themselvos of every oPpol"tunit7 to fo::.>tify t,ho.':!oolves lnth the sacre-

l..:Jl1tO aGci.!urt tho sto!":.us of persecution; that t he] received a lm'i!P num-

1'''''1'' of general confessions; "{,11o:(. many t~de the 3piri tu and 

t.i1at thcl'C \lere l:laDY ease'S of fordveness of injuries, of l'estitution 

of UGurious gains, a11d of volunttir-J c:)trtributions lor the relief oS: 

t!lOSO ill nrison for the Fv.1 th o;f' 'I'rhorll overy prisOn co.rrku,t'lS a eor~in 

nt1l"Jbcr. . 

spiri tuill guides , Father HoI tiT.! ooid ttlCir chief dllty "roD to 

ro,:ach and prepare the people to OO::U:- "lith patience the r'l'Oilinl~ eVilo of 

the t:L.":leS" prepare ti.1Cl:l to suffer o~!'ything for Ollriot and HIs Ghw."ci 

&1d to foro cas t, tho a ssaul ts and afflict.iou t.hoY vera 1'e-

pcatedl:r Visited, so that ·t.hey night be firrJ.y cstabliehed in the 011:\"-

nose of suffering and dying f o!' their' relir:ious convi~tion5 • . 

He f"tn·the.r added that in t:1e midst of these alarns and vexations 

many returned to tile Church und some entered religion; a certain number ~ 

0 , ware '0$11 affected by -trw Faith but deferred conver sion. He ro­

oountcd tho following insrlx'll'lce of a deferred conversion. 

Among these is a Protestent D.ir>~otor, a !bet 
of' Di,,"...nl. ty of mature ace t 3tld one o£ the Queen' G 
chaplc.in's, who after a. conference with Father \;right , 
was convinced of the truth. ne lJehold vii th s atis­
faction the oonvex'sion of his eldest son" his vi::'e a 
Catholicit but for the sake of the children., of vlhor..l 
he h8.$ Seven~ he heoi ta:tos to EOve.. Ho paid fro­
quent vie.'i ts to our Father in prioon~. was genorous 
in his gifts) counoelled his CDCapo, declaring that 
the very next S'tmday" either in per son" or by de-

t:r, r.e would o,)'int;:dn the 1atrfulness of his oscapQ , 
at st. Paul l s CrOS$", iO • ~ Ten metlbers of Qne femily 
:lave refused t:le oath; l:lUll\V others have done the 
S,'JlOO.. !.funy who had fallen away hc.".Re been restorQd" 

d heXV'i; girded themselves anew to tlle con!lict. 3a 

34 H ~ Foleyy OF- eit., 7, part 2'982- 983 . 

In the Annual tetter for the j~a:r: 1614" t h rrespoudont stated 
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that it. 'uould be neither ~arc nor prudent to rave a detailed aCOQunt of 

tho ministil."':Y' of the Societ~y ·or its result.s , but ~1.e of 

ailed to gather nany sheavos to the Lord t s gm'l1G1" . In 

f~ct , throur:hout tho ono: reconcj 1:: ~tions '.'."Ol.'O mon-· 

tioncdL~ general. .e famou3 convert, hOi.7CVOr, i1a,S pointed ou.t in 

JXl.l"t:tcular. 'l'his lltao Bcnj anin Carrier ~ W110 o.tt..or ·tal~iug t.ho, doctor's 

cay of dit-"ir-tity, was appointed chaplain and preacher t, <;;i.ne Je.JIlElS I , 
35 

wnooo cop..fidrult bo baca:me as a result of his virtuos O1ld lean>.1ne-

-
35 cr. ib~g.-, .~ "" part 2:1054 u.nd 1:623-

In. allerther let for the yet:tr 1614, the lVri'te 

tho~ not of tho Faith bore towu.rds the Society,. noting, hortt~V'el' I that 

theil' malignant craft profited t: nothing,. .gain seven now candidates 

Imd been a.dmi U;,cd into the O:rdel" and ronnY' mo::;'c vJere da.Uy o£feriilg then1-

selves. 'l'OOn, too" those Catholics who could not be provided with a Jes­

uit ohaplain)) sought the :Fathers in order to tako cotmool COnCell'p..ing 

t heir more, importnnt spiritual af'fairs+ This vras the practice part.icu-

larly of those 't1bo 'W:anted adVice oonoernillg their religious voca:t1on .and 

those 1mo wanted to make a general cOnI'ession in order 1,Q enter into a 

'oloser union with God. In i'act~ the. Jusuits \191"3 al~ 1..11 demand in 

every vioissitude and their decision W.$'S souglrt in many graver s p:;i.ritual 

and w.mporal mntt.el~s", The poople deeply &Ppreeiat~d t hoir help and 

presence; and when posoible showed their trp.t1tude ~y oharitable dona-
. ~ 

tiona that the Jesuits in tlll'i1 used in the promotion or the apostolate .. 

.36 or . ibid .• ,. 1, part2H070" 

--------------------------~----------------------------~~,-------------



.iJ.!j 

is not the illto~t::.C of thio rC:J~rll"'O!l _r'n.pc~" '0 Cl·Oa.~00 ~-'!.A .. j,. v ..... __ _ ..: 

precsi~n that all credit fo!" the rem::iss • .r..co of the Catholic fci"t.n ~U!~-

-::, the ;,'Ca's of rclieious revo2ution in E..'1g1and is to cl"odit,CG 

-tl:c lcc.gcr tor the Jesuits; h0>78Ver" it "':O'.3S rct'..3.:!.n a fe.et tl1ut 1..:.l"1C.Y 

so cd o.,s a stroug s~d_.ritu.::U forco 1..'1 O'J.staining the Pa:Lth " ,. 
1 t,.iiC OO'~-

u:!..c.r prIests ~ ~lc11 e.s th.at o~ t:!~ .,., 

heroic faith 17C1'O zalll.fcstud in 2nd out of prison and even on the gullows. 

micrnoy ,citing tr 

1614, .... ;rotc th:l t thCl'O 

the 3tc.te Pc-por Office for the yezr 

in <rL1stody .~ o cetropoli t2!.1 pris..,m,; 

of Ne,'laa'te .. tho Clink, and the .cs.S t:la:fl thirtY-5:br: priests, 

forty-soven laymen Clld s" tal. . '.uuls 

confined fer their reliGion. Again I, in 162 in-

torccssion of CoUl1t Oond of 3~"l, t.!19 <kttholics mpris .;l'!cd 

under tho penal laws .. pnrt.icularly the Ja.cobean oath, S03:le 4,000 pcr-
37 

sons of t7hor.l 400 'rmre priests ~ obtained their liberty. 

37 Cf .. lJ . A.'J.'iorney, 0E. ci~., 4;17B- 179. 

As tho years "ront on tho fervor and zeul or the Jesuit Fcthers c-on-

tinued. In 162,3 special ;rr...en tion wa-s iI!l.adc /illiam W11i t t-

j..ngham wilo had met his death in t.he Blacld'riar incidont _ 'his prifJs 

had en confined in Nowga £01" a lon!> ut tho '-, could not 

p hiIa fr ca 

ciling heretics to 

end instruotmg Ule 

hurch.. In one year he had 

the thol1c Church" He lJas COllimonly known <13 

38 
ospecially poor children. 

,38 Of,. H. Foley, 0E- cit." 7" part 2 :1099 

r 

de 150 convert,s to 

-lest of the poor , 
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In 162] t "tnc y-e~ ice-iI'ovince was raised to 0.. Pro-

ince, the Jesuits in .Gngland had gained 2,.630 .convw;"s i'rmu Del'esy. 

'The zeal of Fathe~ Percy in propagating the Faith was' greatly extol l ed. 

His long imprisonment in London drety muoh attention on the par-t or tho 

Catholics and Protostants a1.ilfe",. l'"'our Oalvinistie lUinis"t::.ers visitea 

111m in prison, and a£terseveralconterences were ~onvorted to t ' 

Catholic Churoh.. Am.oug others wh.o renounced heresy at tius time was 

Viscount 'Purbeck, son of the Countess of Buckingllain,. and IDa.Yly sons of 

barons" im:Lghts, andes.qnires, many or them desoondants f'!'Q."1! ancient 

fa.miliE:s", And when the illustrious Oountess of Buckingham \v~lted to 

change her religion and the King he.ord of it, he wished a religious 

disputation t~ be conduct~d for the purpose of inducing her not to 

yield.. Father PerC'! wa.s asked to defend the Catholic cause.. !francis 

mrl. te,. who had preetigo among ·the Protestant miniSU(;ll'S , waschOS~ll by 

t he King to oppose the Catholic cause. The King, how'ever, to avoid em­

barrussmcnt changed the oral d£ba'OO to Q. m-it-ten one. Ho proposed to 

Pere'lJ nine questions in wi ting u];lOn th0 points Qf greatest controversy 

between Catholics and Protestants.. Fa~r John Floyd, hOt'Je'Ver for rea­

sons not clear, furnished the aIl$Wel:'S instGnd of PeI'CY., and as the ef .... 

fect of these ,me espee1ally feared;t Francia White ''lrote an insolent 

and prolix book upon tlle sane subject. 

much learning by Father Fl~~. 

'his Wd.S, hmmVW' .r refuted m th 

Thus t he Fathen of the Society i Il6very possi bl e way defended the 

doctrines and teach:in~s of Chr·i st and enaoted the role of Good Shepherds 
.39 

t o scatterodJ r:rl,GdirGetcd and pe:rSOCtlted flockS of the told. 

39 Cf.. ~bi4 ., 7, pert 211098-1099 . 

./ 



C:1APTER VII 

JESUIT Mll;.~(ms 0::<' TI-!E EArtLY APOSTOI.A.Tg 

'oughout this treatise references have been made directly or in­

directly to the ·Jesuit martyrs. Only God morfs the l.'lUlnOol' of those who 

actually suffered martyrdom durillg the persecution; hOffever.~ from GU:10n(7 

':'::;e number of those Tffio ~ave up their lives for the Faith, oiJ.:tccn m'C 

'''''0 generally spoken o£ as rnartyrs: cleven ?lho died under the &"lizaooth­

an rule, and five under Ja-roos I .. 

S:moe these heroic .men ccmt,tibuted so much tlu~ough their v:ork# suf­

fering and death to the apostola:teait i s only fitting to cl imax the ear ... 

ly hiota: f the Jesu;lt stru!?:cles to gain a. spiritucl beachhead in hng-

.:ma with a brief identification biography of each. 'l'l'....ccc mn will bo 

troc.ted here chrono1o;rically depending uPO:l the year of tr.cir Jl'I.art~-rdom . 

Sevcral of t.hese sixteen Iiw.rtyrs !la.ve been alludod to in previous 

cnapters and otherD roceiv<;ld detciled a.ttention. 'l'hG 11£0 and death of 

'athers Thom::.s noodhouse and John l~lson wero treated in chapter ono. 

~4'athor ltloodhouse in 1573, ood l<'atber llclson 111 1570, constitute the Eng­

l i§b proto-rnartyrG for the Socioty. 

pprox:i.zrultely a yoar after the Society .0£ Jesus af'ficially sent its 

first missionaries into .c.'ng18l'ld". Edmund Campion"'" .exandor Br:k11lt 

earned the mart-yr' s palm, l):;!eombcr 1, 1~81, at the Tyburn ealiows, um­

don. Since Father Campion t s heroic life and death hare ooen -r.ull po 

larized no more need be vr.ritten nere.. 1'ho first martyr tt .. 3n to be hon­

ored with a brief bioflTaphy wIll be Alexander Briant. 



11 

Alexander Bl'iant, born at Soncrsotshirc in 1551 or lS'3~studied at 

Q:.r.fOl'd .. rhero he 'wan a pupil of .dobort Persona who k.u[;ht there before he 

bCCDlile (l Jesl.lit. Having been converted to Catholiei3lll, left i:or 

"mbus whore he W'f.ts ordained a secular priest in 1578 and sent back to 

tho English Mission 1519 with tvmnty other priests of' vihoI:l tom' became 

martyrs the ae.~ year. He reconciled the fa.tber of' Robert Persons to 

"lJhe Catholic chu:cch . His miSSioner-I career 'fIe.$ brief. lot party o.r pur-

~uivant.s, in search 01' Father Persons" carried Briant off April 28 , 1581, 

to the pteI' prison, London. From r..ere he was trensi'el"l'Od to t i'.e 'l'ow-

r where he W:l5 most inhunanly tor tlJI'erl besides be5.ng brought near to 

dea.th through hunger and cold.. Noodles nere thrust und.Cl" his nails and 

his body r;as diSjointed aY1d torn l::>y the raek. Two years previously he 

had entertained the desire to become a. JOSHi 1:. but found it impossible 

owin~ to his missionary occupations. Now in prison, he wrote to tne 

Fathers in England asking and receiving the privi10ee of bctn!3 admitted 

to the Societ.y. He was convicted for high treason under a statute 

pas$cd in the 'tTi6nty-seventh year oJ: Elizabeth) s reign, and suffered 

death at TybUJ.'Il" Decerwer I, 1581" lnth Cmnpion a.Y1d the secular priest 
1 

ph <'l... .,,4 .... 01 ;len, ...... ~" 

J. H. Foley,2,P. cit., '7, part V84. 

Thol1k1.S Cottam was bol"n in Laneastar county in 1$49 .. F..e received IDs 

A.B. deP'l'ee from Oxford in 1$68 .. , After his convc;rsioll through too in-

strumentali ty of Thomas Pound lJ:aost (T1tlO 1 suit) he 

entered Dcmay College \'fhieh he le£t aftel"BOl<l9 years because he ardently 

desired to go to t.he East Indian Misaions. lie VJcn"t 

permission to join the SOOiety, April 13; 1579. Six months later" during 

his novitiate , he ooc&,."'1e ill 811d the doctors :recommended tha.t he return 



to his native cl imat e. On his .,.'lay ba.ck t o England he 'vas ordained 

priest at ahems. Be arrived at Dover, June 15 or 18 , 1580, and was 

shortly after arrested. Eventually he was committed to the Marsbal-

sea. prison" June 27., 1580, where he was brutally tortured and t hen re­

moved December 251 1580, to t he Tower vlhere he underwent t he excruci­

ating suffering oS the rack and the "Sca.venger's Daughter. tf After being 

condemned for his priestly character and f or being a Jesuit, he was 

draE:<!ed ona hurdle from Nel1gate to Tyburn with his blessed companions, 

the Rev,; William Filbie, luke Kirby and Lawrence Richardson. and was 
2 

hanged, May 13, 1582. 

2 Ibid.., 7, part 1:17h. 

John Cornelius born at Cornwall in 1557, entered Qxtord but not 

liking the "new religion,lI he went toRhe1ms . After sonw time, April I .. 

1580, he entered the English Col lege, Rome, for' his advanced .studies and 

theology. . Having been ordained a priest, he left for England in 1583. 

After laboring with great spiritual profit for a few years, he was seized 

at Chideock Castle, Dorset, where he was chaplain to Lady Arundell l t he 

widmv of Sir John who bad been his .financial pa.tron while attending Ox­

ford. Sunday, April 14. 1594, he was taken to London £ran where he ';las 

remanded to Dorchester for trial. Vlhile he VIas in pr1 under cond,em--

nation of dea.th" he asked admittance and waS received into the SOciety. 

He WaJI executed at Ibrchester 'on JUly U, 1594, wi th his three fellQW 

captives, Thomas Bosjrave, Esquire,. a relative of the Arundel ls and p:r<:Nit­

ably brother of James Bosgrave, S ... J.,John Oa.rey and Patrick Sallnon, 
. ~lf..l j servants o·f CiU-.ueook. 

3 Ibid~, 7" part 1 :170. 

~ ¢ . 
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Robert Southwell was born at Horsham" tlorfolk eounty in 1560 or 

1$61. He made his early studies at Douay College and Paris and then en­

tered the Sooiety in Rome, October 17, 1578, where he finished his high­

er studies with great honors. After r64eiving Holy Orders he vras made 

Prefect of studies at 'the English College, Rome. In company with Henry 

Garnett, S.J., he left f or England, Uay 8" 1586. After a fruitful ll"ds­

sion of six years spent in dangers and sufferlngs, he was betr~d at 

the house of Mr., Be11a.my~ Ux.endol1 Hall, Harrow-on-the-l:Iill, on Sunday 

morning July 5, 1592. He was seized by Topcli:ffe, t he brutal priest-

hunter, who took him to lds home Where he tortured him as he pleased. 

Tortures ?Tere also applied to him, in the 'rower where he was confined for 

about two and a half ~a.rs. On February 18" 1595, he Vias moved to Nei1-

gate (the la,st stae;e to Tyburn) and thrust into the horrible ' SUbterra­

nean dungeon called Limbo. On February 20, be was tried by the lord 

Chie! Justice Popham and other judges. He made a. brilliant defence but 

'vas found gull ty of high treason because of his priestly character. Con-
4 

demned to die, he met a glorious martyrdom February 21, 1595. 

4 cr. ibid., 7t part 2=72:5-726, 

Henry Walpole, who attributed his conversion to the witneSSing of 

the death of CDlllpion, Vias born a.t Docking, Norfolk, 1558 or lS59~ He 

arrived in 1582 at the Englisb College, then at RheiIns. He entered t 

Society at St., Anwew's Rome, Fe~ary 4, 1584, and Via,S ordained at 

Paris, December 17, 1588. 'l'bG day after he entered England, December 

$, 1593, he v/as, seieed, was conveyed to the Tower of London and there 

tortured no less than fourteen t:Lmes upon the rack. As a resUlt of this 

cruelty, he lost the use of his fingers. Later he was tried at York and 

condemned for bigh treason because of his priesthood.. He surfered the 



5 
u.sual brutal. death April 7, 1595, at York • 

.5 Cf. ibid", 7~ part 2:808. -
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Roger Filcock was a native of SimCh:lichf Kent.. He macta his early 

.studies at Douay College (then at Rhe:unsJ . For .his hi gl1...er courses and 

theology he was sentte the English College of the Soo1ety in Vall a.dolid, 

September 29,. 1.590. After his ordination he went to England.. He bad 

long desired to en tor the Society of Jesus, but Father Henry Garnstt for 

some reason of' prudence delayed until the young priest had struggled . 

with the dangers Qf the mission for two years~ Father Garnett had ar­

ranged to send him t o Belgj.um for his novitiate but he was ,arrested and 

confined in the Newgate Pl'ison where be made a brief . probation of a fml 

months instead. He i'las brouftht to trial in Februnry 1601, and found 

guilty aecordin.g to the 27th Statuoo qf Elizabeth.. Contrary w nll la'l'f l 

be was convicted With no vdtness against him, upon a conjecture or sus­

picion of his rn;-iestly character.. He suffered death February 27', 1601" 

at Tyburn with his noble fellow-martyrs Mrs. Anile Line, his worthy hoat-. 

ess" and Father Mar~ Ba):"kw6rth" O.S .B., whose death he had to witness 00-
6 

fore his own took place. 

6 Ibid .. , 7, part 1 :-254. -
Robert lAiddleton born JS71;r was a native of the dioceseot York, 

prooapl,y of 'the o.ld Yo.rkQhire fam.ily of t hat name., He 'Was educated at 

t he English Jesuit Col tegeat Seville and then sent to the Englisb col­

lege at Rome . JUthough it i$ not definitely knm.ill vlhen he, was. ordained, 

it is conjectured to. have been early in 1598, f or he was ~ent to the 

English Mission,April 20, 1598. He applied to Father HeI'lrY' Garnett; 
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Soon afwr his arrival, for o.dmission '00 t hc Sooiety. This is eVident 

from a. letter dat€:d ·Juno 30, 1599, ttritten by Father Garnett to the Gen­

cral of the Order, Vitelles(}hl, asking that Fathor tliddleton 00 £ranted 

the permission. He was admitted in'to the Soc·iety while in a London pris­

on before he ·Vlas remanded to toncaBte~ for trial and exeeut i on in Uarch, 

1601. Like his fellO".'l,-Jeouit martyrs he was convicted on aceount of his 
7 

iesthoOd which accQrding to law wascompGlrnble to being a traitor. 

7 Ibid. II 7, part 2:·962-963. -
Francis Page ''las the last Jesuit· to be nartyred unde:t Queen Eli~a.­

beth. His birtbplace is not definite; it tlSy have been Harro-~1-On-the­

Hill, county Middlesex or more probably Antvrerp_ At first he wok up 

the study of law in London, but after maldng a retreat under Fathcr John 

Gerard \'1ho was then a prisoner in the Olink, he resolved to become a 

priest. His studies for the priesthood completed. he was ordained and 

seot to Ene;land where he labored ·principally in London;> On Candlemas 

Day, 1601, when he was about to say Mass in the house of his penitent 

the venerable wido., lfrs . Anne Line ~ who "laS shortly after put to death 

for harboring priests, he had a marvellous escape fr·om arrest . Soon 

after this event hQ l'mS accepted into the Society by Father Henry Gar­

nett but was seized by t he pursuivants before he o::>uld leave England 

for his novitiate . He was tried and condemned and then hanged, drawn 

and quartered at Tyburn, April 20, 1602, wi th the CtlStoma.-y barbarities. 

He made and signed the simple verNS of religion on his passage to the 
£3 . 

law-cUe on which be was dra.gged to Tyburn. 

8 Ibid,,;, 7 i part 1 :563 .... 564. 
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Foul" or the five Jesuit martyrs during the reign of Jo.mes I, suf­

fered prinoipally as victims of the Gunpowder episode.. They \'lore Fathers 

Edrmrd Oldcorne a.1'1d Henry Gm:nett, and Brothers Ralph Ashley and Ni.cholas 

Otmn, ~ho were arrested at Hinlip C~stle and executed in 1606. The 

fir-Gil, Thomas Garnett, was condemned primarily beca"use he trould not com­

proraise the Fa.ith by taking the Jacoooan. Qa.th oX' oa.th of supr.emacy .. 

Ed',7ard Oldeorn..o of York "'tas born 1561. He studied his humanities 

at the English College, Ibuay (then a.t Uheime) 1/ For his advanced studies 

he entered the English Colloge$ Ro1!le , April, 1582, wheTS he was ordainod 

Aumlst, 1587. A fm'1 days after his ordination he 1fo.a received into the 

Society With John Gerard, by the General of the Society, Aquaviva. In 

company: \'lith Fa.ther Gerard, he landed at Norfolk" England, 1588.. He d.i..d 

the bo.st be could about completing his noviceship on the t;JisGions" His 

suocessful apostolate centered around Yloreestahire. Be was seized at 

the llirJ.i p Castle; n.ear Worcester, in the winter of l605, during the 

GunpO\vder Plot disturbances., Eventually he ''la.5 placed in the London 

Tower" tortured upon the rack ''tUh more than pagan brutality for five 

hours on four or fiV'e ~s. TItan he was returned to the Worcester Goal " 

tried at the lent Assizes, 1606, 'conde.'!lned. t(! death with Br other Ralph 

Asbley,and eX'3cuted upon the gallows at Red Hill, near Worcester, April 
9 

7, 1606. 

9 Ibid., 7, part 1:558-559. 

Henry Garnett was born at Nottingham, 1555. His early education 

'as obtained at Winchester College and before he was ready t 0 enter Ox ... 

ford he embra.eed t he Catholic fei th .. renounced his bright earthly pros­

pects; crossed over to Spain, and frOll1 t here v.tent to Rome where he en­

tered the Novitiate ot St~ Andrew, September 11, 1575. In his higber 
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studies in t .. Dman Colleg' t ho distinction Df haV~lg had for 

his teachers such famous Jes~;.it.s as St.J.orez and Bellarrnine" For awhile 

taught at the Rooan College . W"ith his fellOw-martyr art Sout h-

'Tell, he left Rome, May 3, 1506, and arrived in England, July 7. H 

succeeded William ~.eston in the office of Superior of the English Lis-

ion because Father Neston had :n placed in t.he WisbGach prison in 

1587 . He held this office £01." eighteen years passing 'OUgh constant 

a number of aliases and disguises . J~-

t he ugh closely pursued, he 1lever actually fell into. the hands of the 

enemy until his arres t , in 1605 at Hi nli p Ca.stle!> He \1c;rJ;J. prefessod of the 

feur ~lS, lZay 8, 1598.. On t,he basis of available evidence he was false­

ly chargpd with eomp1ici'c-j in the Gunpo ... 'ider Plo'c and was seized with Fa­

t her Edward Oldcorne and Bro.thersCNJen and Ashley at Hinlip Cast l e, the 

seat ef the Abington family; near lio.rcester . He >'las taken to the I..on­

don TOWer and after much delay and tTrenty ... thr ee examinat;ions " was in­

dicted f or hl gh treason, convIcted, condemned to death, and executed in 
10 

st. Paull s Churchyard, May :3 f 1606. 

10 Ibid .. , 7, part 1:2 - • 

Brother l1alph Ashley,. known also as George Chamber,. was a temporal 

coadjutor of the Society.. ThQra is no. rocord of his birth o.r bi rthplace. 

In the · Demay Dia:t"':{there i:;l a note statine that ho had been a cook at the 

Douay Cel lege ,,{hieh he l eft April 28,i 1590. Very probably from her e he 

·ent. to Valladel::td ~ere he entered t he Societ y at the English Colle • 

Beca.use of bad health he left the CoUege and in the oompany of Father 

Tcsimond, who l ikewise was ill, returned to Bngla11d, ch 9, 1,98 . Bro-

ther l~ph was sent to. assist Father Oldco.rne wt~ r eSided at lfinlip. 
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.. uter serving bin f or eight Yoar; ,e was arrosted yri. th BrotL.91' Hic;101ao 

O;.'Jen, at IIinlip, Jal''lua...ry- 2J" 1606. PJ.ong 'l'li th Brother nichol as (T.lcn and 

".,thera Om-nctt and O.ldeorno, who l'lCre approhondcd a £0l7 dc.ys 1~1,ter,l ~c 

was tal:en too London T(r.mr <i HaVing been cruelly tortured on the rack, 

.S was sent back to ~~orC$stel" with Father Oldoorne and trie d und conviot-

cd ,-lith hir:l at Worcester , during tho 

couted togetJ: at Red Hill, outside t 

II lbid., 7" p~t 2 -=19- 20 • 

,1606. l;kytll were ax­
il 

oi t y. llonday f ll..vcll 7 ~ 1606 .. 

. -~-.~~-~---------~,,,~~,,~----~--~,-~~~~~----------~--~--~~----~--~--~~~----,, 

Brother Nicho1a.s o."/Cn, alias Li ttlo John, was also a. temporal coad-

juter of the Society. Thora i:J no l'Dcord of bis birth, place ot birt.ll, 

or the date of his entranco into the Society .. 

fore joining the Soeicty he aided tho Jcs'Cits as 0. trusty servant in 

their missionary labors. It is quite certain tllat he entered t he Society 

before 1580~ and Father UCnrJ" '0 listed him among the earliost English 

tcI;1poral coadjutors of tho Society. He is knmm particularlY for eon ... 

structing hiding places which" in o;roder to secure seer'soy, he al.i'Jays 

made himse As a result of this work, saved the lives of nULler-

oua priests I thus essential ly contributing to the preservatie:r. of the 

Faith in England1l' Finally he was arrested vdth Father llenry Garnett , 

at Hinlip Castle , in the winter of 1606,- and placed in the Yarshalsea 

prison from \"/hich ho 'WaG afterwards removed to the Tower . He 'Was shock­

ingly tortured upon the Topel iffe rack, and in addition had enorrnus 

'\:-'eight.s attnched to his foot. After frequent repetition of t hi.s cruelty, 

nature eave way and, to usc the \'lords of John Gerard,; uhi,s OOvlels gushed 

out with his life. JI This judicial murder took plaee in tho presence of 

the rack master and commissioners appointed to examine him) but ,not a 

word of evidence crossed. his ~ips that vmuld in any way serVtl as a clue 
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to arrest or incrimina.te othol's. The date of his deat,.~ is not cort::dn. 

One examination took plc.ce ~ch 1, 1606~ C4"'ld Fathor Garnett in his 

letter of &ren J, 1606" apol;;c of h:in as 1i villi;;. Some place his de!t'~h 

as late a.s November 12, 1606. ?he PriVj~ Council~ asha!:ed of too r;:oral 

effect of t:1Cir hrutcl feroei ty prac·ticed on Brother Oi:yen~ stated and 

s-J.bornoo rfitncosos to f4~c that he cO£!Oi'ttcd suicide 'Vc.th a knife . 

This cal'UmtlY' did not benefit them any, for it !us beon 8..'1lply refuted 
12 

by Father John Gerard in his narro.tive 

12 It:id", 7. par'l; 1 ~561 .. 

'homas :-nott, born i n Lonaon, 1574, ".'fas a nephew' to i:"ather Henry 

Garnett. He madG his hunwties at St. Qaorf s College and :110 hieher 

st'..ldies at the recently founded English CoUE.'!g'C at Vallc.dolid. Having 

ooenordained a. secular priest ho nent to England i..Yl conpany "lith Father 

kt.7ort. rtcr ol>out six years of bone..: 

£icial m:isGion~ .-rork he to the Sooi of JaDus by rio 

uncle fuptamber 29, 16Ok. Lfr...e I:l~y others of his fe11cm-ma.-tyrs. __ , 

"fas captured at the port when he at~pted to return to tho Contil~ 

to mako hiD norl.tiate. He was eon.:.J'ined in the Gatehouse pricon, 'ilcst­

'1in.Gtor, and then in the T01"1Cl".. Fortw.atcly, he was banished in 1606 

along with forty-six other priests from variou:; prisons. lie ontered the 

!~ovitiate of St .. John, Louv;;dn, in Fo1.Jru.cry ~ 1607.- He oode his novi-

tiate under Fathor Thomas TaJ.bot. Because of his long IDLr:'sonmont his 

probation .... IaS curtailo-ci. Arter having made his simple s July 2,1607 , 

'10 returned to England, 1700re he wao soon betrayed by Rouse ". an apostate 

priest, \'Iho kne-.. ; him ,\vell. A.eain he found himself in his old 00000; the 

Gatehouse p:dson .. Hio first exar.u.nation took place before the Bishop of 



U:>lldon, lJovembex- 17, 1607. Aftor more ex.aminations and efforts to in­

duoo h.im to take the Jacobeoo oath, he was indicted for treason, tried, 

and condemned a.t -,he Old Bailey Sessions for his priesthood, and hanged 
13 

at Tyburn, June 2J, 1608. 

13 Ibid. , 7, part 1:289. - , 



INCJ~USIQ! 

E~lGLISH PROVINCS OF 19LB 

'l'ha Ignatian sol(iiel"'s who started the ride intO the vall()y of da,ath 

in 1580 had by 1623 formed an impregnable beaohhead rJith the i'onltation 

of all English Province" Courageous17 they rode and li'rell,. for :in th 

nglisb Provlllce 01: today there are not two Jesuit Fatool"s and a lay 

brother unfurling t he Standard of Oh!"ist but approximately 900 members. 

The valiant cOl:1i'liots from 1580 to' 1623 can only be measured in the 

light of history. The spiritual battles, as has been seen, left theil' 

dead and wounded in martyrs and confessors ;for the Faith" The Engl ish 

government ~eft no stone unturned to defeat t hese heroic ~en and to frus­

trate their objectives v/hich 'flare to preser.re and advance in the Catholic 

religion all who Vle;re found to be Catholios, and seoondly to bring ba.c. 

the heretics. 

It took a mll-disciplined battalion to keep England frot! becoming 

a completely Protestant nation. Since the soldier s were to observe dis­

cipline and con--elJpond with their leaders and follow-soldiers they could 

not be skirmishers and vedettes constantly a.cting alone far in advance 

of their base. To, avoid thiS. disaster t hat .... fOuld ul t::imately follO'Gl 

from such disorganization the Sooiety strove to gain a base, the l!!nglish 

Province.. \'lith thQ establishment of this Province there oame the 

strength and encouragement t hat derives frOID corporate action. 

The foundation ot this Province proved more ,costly in lives and 

trials and more discouraging than had been generally foreseen . At 
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ti::;.~es whon the clash of conflict wao most devast.ating t.JIDTC w.:!..s loft on 

the field but a lone JoS'..u.t. The ene-illY wac not oJxrays fro!n vuthout, tl.S 

hus been proven" but sometir.les ·f'rOP l'flthin tho Jesuit Socioty itsclf. 

This trbJ became SOI!1C1J'lu!.t disconcerting when occasionally tJ.. felloti 

Jesuit turnod traitor end informer in fa'l..ro!" of the p!e:r:socutine $!OVcrn-

.ct. HO:7evcrj. l1hen once tho co~d had ooen eivon the soldiers callied 

forth undalll1ted and when necessary made tho SUprCn'110 oa.orifice for the 

salvation of souls and the nation. 

Bn 8rOOr the f oundation of the Province had boon laid it continued 

to be difficult to hold throughout the sevonteenth and eishtcanth cen­

turies . D>Jl~in~ the reign of Charles I, :in 1628, only onc Jesuit. Blessed 

Edmund J\rrcr;vsmith, was put to death. This nutioor was c·:msic:orablv au<"r­

montcd dm."ing the CrOtI".JOlliafl days. 'ren J emU ts were slain or died. in' 

priDon because of brutal treatment. P\:n-theZ' losses wore sllsta:ined usa 

consequenca of the frenzied lr.,{storia crea.ted. by the Oates Flot of 1679 

l':hcn eight more Fathers r;:.et their do-ath on tho soaffold ondl:,hirtccn as 

c3ult of prison conrinemcnv~ 

U7t,cr 1700 tho persecution \7as not O::1G of blood but of rcrrcGsion. 

Ewry noons wes employed to l"endcr impossible any notable adVa.r.ecrr.cnt in 

behalf of the Catholi c cause. By 17 Society had 274 members 

in the iDee. of' whom 140 ~.;rere resident in England, it ha.d to endure 

another vita.l blO"~I-its suppression.. With its restoration in 1814 the 

Josui ts beg.:m slO\'rly to reg<'1...l.n their foothold in Englend~ d todHY the 

1i~ht or its Rlorious resurgence is casting its wan'l il'l...f'luGuce over t!lO 

world. 

J. the English Province is radiated primarily tllI'O"\lgll 

the eleven oolleges, all of which have an c.xce1lent reputation Ln edu­

cational circles; th!'ougll the four retrea.t houses for lay people; throu" 
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Government Documents; 

BlBUOORJUlHt 

mn1ARY SOURCES 

Printed MaterieJ.s 

Calender of Patent Rol le preserved in the Public Record Office 
... m~aoo£li, t6ridon, H.ll.Stat::i.onery africa, 1939. 

Anto-dates the burden of the t1iaesia .. 
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JOUl"nals of the House of' CoImllOns, 1547-188" 1.4D vols. in 142, .1AIn-
CIon, 1803. - - . . -

Volume 1 has excellent government documents Ort Jesuits) 
tho persecution of Catholics and penal l aw-a. 

Journals of the Rouse of 1J.>rds, 1$09-1881, 113 vols,. in US, London, 
---xr.---u.-~~~- -~~~~-~ 

The first 3 volumes pertain to oatter being covered .. 
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Statutos <If the Roalm, 1101-1714,t 9 vols. in 10, IDndon, 1810-1822. 
Volume 4, part 1 and 2 contain tho proclamations and penal 
laws against the Catholics, priest.s and Jeaui ts that per­
tain to the subject of the thesis. 

Reports anu Records: 

Bacon, Sir Nathaniel, The Official papers of Sir llathaniel Bacon 
of Stifkey, Norfolk" 1;BCJ:162l5, eaf€ed by H.Vl~saunaers, tiiiiden, 
XXV! 3m series, Ldndon, 1915 . 

These papers are of value because of Bacon's work in search­
ing for recusants, pp. 166-18,. 

Birch, Thomas , ad. , An Historical View of the Negotiations between 
the Courts of Eiigland, trance! and BrUssels, from ' t he yes,r 
1:592- 1617, LOndon, a.lalleI', 149. 

Extracted chiefly from manuscripts and state papers, but 
is not apropos. 

Catholic Record Society Publications, 39 vols . , Inndon, 1905-1942. 
- TFiese volumes contain :registers and l'eeords of theFai th, 

chiefly personal and genealogical, since the Reformation 
in Engla.nd und 'iJe.1es . 

I: 47- 72,nOfficia1 lAsts of Prisoners for Religion 

72- 85, 

8CJ-92, 

97-117, 

II; 12- 218, 

from 1562-1580. 1I • 

"Conclusion of the Autobiography of Father 
'11111&1 'iiestoD., S.J." 15B9-1603. 1\ 

T'ilis is taken from acontempol'flr'J copy 
in the Archives of the Society of Jesus .. 
'~,xcel1ent account of Weston I ~ experi­
ences, par'ticularly in t he W'iLsbeach 
and London TOlY-er prisons . 

"Letter f rom the Ven. Christopher Robin­
son to the Rev. Richard DudleY, describ­
ing the Uartyrdom of the Ven, Boste , 1594. 11 

Realistic account of the brutal martyr­
dom of Boste . 

liThe Notebook of John Southcate, D .. D. , 
1628 ... 16)6." 

Edited With pemi$sion of the Bishop 
of Southwark from the original in the 
Diocesan Archives. It goes be;;'"Ond the 
period covered in the thesis, there­
fore not ~rtinent. 

UThe lemoirs of Father Robert Persons." 
These memoirs include an autobiography 
of Personsi t reat of the domestic dif­
tioul ties in the English Cat...holic cause 
and the first entrance of Joouits into 
England. T'ney are indispensable source 
mat erial bearing directly on the t ho sis • 
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2l9-289,"The Official Lists of Catholic: Prisoners 
~"ing the Reign of Queen Elizaooth" 
15)$1-1602. " 

289 ... 30'4, tlRecords Relating to Oatho.licism in the 
South Wales Marches ,17th and 18th cen­
tur.ies. tI 

Ma;teriaJ. mostly beyond the period 
covered by the thesis,. 

111:87- 92, IlTw€e letters Relating to too Treatment 
of the Oatho1ic Prisoners in riisbeach 
castle, Catibrldgeshire,. 1615." 

The artioles tln'oughO'ut volume 3 do 
not bear directly on the thesis but 
are excellent for putting it into 
focus~ The above az"tiele is more par-

, t.inent. 
IV U-162, also 223-247 , "Father ?er.sonsl Memoirs, 

(Concluded) .' 

xxn2- 106, 

122-12'1, 

XXI; 

,xcellent materi.al directly related 
to thesis, 

tlSome Correspondence of Cnrdinal Allen, 
1$79-158, . 1 ' 

'artieulnrly good for a. fine picture 
of the cordial relation existi..Ylg be­
ureen Cardinal Allen and the J esuits . 

HProcoodings Again::;t Catholics {or Attend­
ing ltass at the, Spanish &baosy on Palrtl 
Sund.a:.r, 1614. tI 

J\nothel· indisputable aocount of the 
sutferings endured by Catholics beoo.use 
of their relibion. 

tiThe Ven. Phili p Howard, Earl of AI"tllldel, 
1557-1595 ,, " 

A sch()larly volume, heavily authenti­
eated with letters, government records 
and documeIlts. 

XXXIV :1-104, "London Sessions ilecords 1605-1685 it II 
Records of James I , pages , 1-104,the 
rest no t pertinent. 

XXIIX; ll1etters and 1:.e.morials of Father Robert 
Persons . lJ 

The primary source material has been 
gat hered from such places as Stonyhurs t 
and the Jesuit Archives at Rome . It is 
an indispensable volume of source mater- ~ 
iaJ,; it stresses such things as the 
:O.Ul1loar of Jesuits from England, and 
Persons I part in promoting the estab­
lishment of the English Mission. 
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'0 loy , Hcnry" S.J., ed., P..ccords of the f.nglish Prov'.illee of -the 
Society of Jesus during tEie 16th ana f7tfi centuries, 7 1701s. 
in 8.~~ndon, EUrris aria Oates, 1877-1883. 

Gee, 

Invaluable source materi al pertaining to t he historic 
facts i l lustrative of the labors and sufferings of the 
memoors of the SooiEty ~ The umnethodical arrangement of 
the volumes makes research difficult. 

~ ____ ~ _ _ ~ ___ ~ .. . Com-
-~ - ~ar -: - d 1); II -a _9 G:-: - ,a d 'Wi'] II - Joh11 Harcy, ~ -lrlri 

Mar:7ell" Andrew'~ A Seasonable .tb.'gument to Persuade all the Grund 
Juris'S in Englang ~o Ye¥i~~n tor a W§w Par!.taILl€nt;, ' Amsterdam, mn. ' , " . 

Has a list of the Principal. laborers Yho because of their 
. Catholic faith should have been engaged in undermining 
and betr aying their country. 

orris, John, 6.J . , ed. , The Troubles of our C3tholic Forefathers 
Related by themselves, 3 vols~, LOndon, hums ana: Oates, 1872-
f871. .. . 

" ost of the material pertains to the reign of Elizabeth .. .. ~ . a. H ....... Gerard, JOhn? 1'be condi t~ons of Catholics under James 
1, 2nd ad., tondon, 18 2'. 
- Nan:-ative of the Gunpowder Plot .rith valua.ble document9~ 

ReJ.f, Frances Helen, ed", Notes of, the Debate. 1..'"1. the Houseo! Lords, 
Camden, XLVII, 3rdseries; wildon, !~29. 

These notes viera officially taken by Bowyer and l:.lsing, 
.clerks of the Par1:i.ament~, · 1621, 1625, 1628. 

Wilson, . Thoma.s , The State of En,g!and, Anno Dam. 1600, edited tr.r r? J. 
Fisher, Camden, LIl, 3ro . .oeries, London" 1~26,. 

Correspondence: 

Has ,a reference to c~n6arship of' correspondence between 
England and the 'Continent. otherwise not too Valuable. 

Collier, J." Payne, ad., The ~~rton . Pap?rs . A cOll ectiOl? of Public 
and Priv,a.te Documents cfh.ei'lY J.llus'£X'<lt1ve of the tllnes of 
lizaooth and ·James I" Camden, 12, old series, London, 1840. 

liaS latters on the difficulties of enforCing the oath 
of allegiance at1d the religious controversy. 
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Birch, T);xomas , D.D., cd., 'l'he Court and 'r"J.mcsof Ja::.ee I, cont.tin­
ing a series of historica.l and coriHdontiai letters J. revised 
by Robert Fo1kstone ~lillia:::ns" london, H. Colburn, lu49 .. 

'This conoists primarily of newsletters and per sonal cor­
respondence of Sir John Chamberlain and hie friends who 
were engaged in matters of state .. 

Ellis, Slr .Uem'Y, 00., Ori'{inal Letters illustrative of EU!liSp 
HiD tog H ..from auwtfjaPhS in the 'British Uuseum" li vo ' s., 
LOndon" H.oontley, 1.2'5-i'846. 

Volumes 3 and 4 have aome material. 

Halliwell- Phillips, James Orchard , ed. 
England, 2 vola . , L..ondon, Colburn, 

Vol~e 2 contains letters of James 1 and Charles I. 

~rs towards 
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9ina Wl.consln. July 22. 1919, p. 4, obituary. City 
Directory Hatings t 1883-1919 ~ neath ReC!o~...!. Vol. 430 , 
No. 431. 

MALINOWSKI, JOHN. 

Organi.t of St. Adalbert' s. 19171-19201. Otherwise 
unidentified. 

Sources: (Garvey]. pur Story of Fifty Years, n.p. City 
Directory li.tinga, 1917-1920 . 

MALSACK, SnNRY N. 

Organia t of St. Au&ustine' . , 1909-1935. 
Bornt Sb~bo,gan. Wi •• , May 9. 1892. 
Died: Milwaukee, December 3, 1935. 
Taught hi' autc •• aor at St . Augustine 'a. Herbert 

SchUlter. Nothing els8 known. 

Sou rces : Abrah4t1l.Son, Golden Jub U:.!.!. p. 45 • City 
Dir ectory listings, 1909-1935. Death lee~rds. 1936 , 
Doc. 13iO. ~- .-

t.fAllTIN. ROY W. 

Choir director of St. Roman's in 1960. 

Source, ll. Roman, n.p. 

MEI SENHEIMER, NETTIE. 

Oraanlst for the choir a t St. Matthew' , before 1920. 
Otherwise unidentified. 

Source: SOth_Anniver~a ry. St . M:atthe!.' •• p. 19. 

}IETZ ,MARIE C. 

Organist for the choir at St. Agnes' fro~ 1948 to 1. 

Sources : !t. ABn,!!.!._ n.p. Ded ha tion. Saint A.8A!.!.. p. 20. 

MEYER . The na~. of a family in church ma.ie . 

MEYER, HUGO. 

Assisted father at St. Francis' occasionally. Grad-



uated from the Normal School in 1916. Moved to San 
Franc18co. 
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Sources: Fleischmann. St. Francia, po 91. &91den J~!!= 
lee, p. 25. Father'. obituary in the ~tlvaukee Journal, 
June 26, 1950. 1, p. 13. 

MBYER, JOHN JOSEPH. 

Teecher and organlst of si. Francil', 1892-1923, 
organiat unt11 1943. 

Born% Caledonia. Wis., June 3, 1869. 
Died : Milwaukee, June 25, 1950. 
Graduated from tbe Normal School in 1890, teacher 

and organ1.t at BelleVille, Ill., (Cathedral. before 
Lindenberger?) 1890-1892. Compo.er . One son became a 
Capuchin, Pro DOlllinlc; another .on, Hugo, became an 
organi.t; and two daughter. became nun •• 

Source.: Caecili~: aany, aany •• ntlons, Bericht •• etc. 
Se ••• p.clally: XVIII (Feb., 1891) , p . 7. F1e18cbu18nn. 
St. Fr,!ncis,. in pas,81m, upecially p. 47. If.Jlwaukee 
lP~~, June 26. 1950, I, p. 13, obituary. §ouvenir 
!nd !9rel.bueb. p. 42. ~old.n Jub~1 ee , p. 21. peeth . 
Reco~~, 1950, Doc. 84745. 

MEYER. LOUIS. 

Mentioned 8. teacher and organist of Old St. Mary '., 
but not identifiable, unle •• he i8 the Louis Meyer who 
raduatad from the Normal School in 1882. If be vas at 

Old St. Mar y'., datea are completely unknown. 

Sources: Bruce. St. U{LrUt p. 73. Golden Jubilee, p. 21. 

MEYER, OLIVE E. 

Organist of St. Anne'., 1926-1943. Organist of St. 
Francia'. 1943-1952. 

Source.: Associated Compilers, Sketc:.h .Bo.olf,. p. 178. 
Per.onal know1edle. 

MEYE R. WILLIAM J. L. 

OrgaDi.t of St. Patrick'., 18907-19171. Organist of 
old St. Joseph'" 1917'-19251. Cathedral organist, 
19251-1944. 

Born l Darr, Hich., September 27, 1866. 
Died: Milwaukee, September 27, 1944. 
Apparently graduated from the Normal School . date 
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unknown. May have been in Ch icago in late 1880's. Con­
ducted hi. School of Xu.ie fro. 1896 or 1897 until bousht 
by M.U. in 1926. Dean, Hilw . Chaptar, A.G.O., 1926-1928. 
Se. obituery for other mu.ical ac tlvltie. and hi. adu­
cational background. 

Sourca.: Souvenir und Adra •• buch , p. 41. Milwaukee 
Journal , September 28, 1944, II , p. 12. obituary. City 
Directory 11.tint8 from 1890 . Wascher, Who's Who. p. 121. 
Bolton, Centannial pi.tory, p. 108. A.G.O • • Hllv., Yaar­
book and DiractorI, p. 8. Death Recorda. 1944, Doc. 16616. 

MICKLER, WILHBLM C. F. 

Cathedral choirmaster, director of Pale.trlna Soci -
ety, 1876-1885. 

Born : Oarmany, 1824. 
Died: Milwaukee, Juno 8, 1888. 
Studied and taulht In Germany before coming to Mil­

waukee in 1873. Established a CQ~8.rvatory of Music, 
other local unuical 4etlvltiea . 

Sourc •• : O'Hearn, 11ft.! Year~., pp. 215-16. Ca.cll1~. 
1 (May, 1874), p. 10. [Plower], Pisto!! gf Milwaukee, 
p. 592. Milwauke. S~ntin.l. many li.tings, •• e Index 
un4er Mickler aad Pale.trina Mu.ical Soclety. D~ath 
Record!. Vol. 58, No. 289. 

IUM. LOUIS. 

Teacher and oriaais t of Old St. Mary's, 18141-18751. 
ut h. may not have been the organi.t. Por many y •• r. 

w •• in charge of the boy. at the St. John's De.f Mute 
In.titu~., St. Francil, Vi •• 

Sources t Bruce, St. Har,'., p. 13. C •• cilia: I (Jun •• 
1874), p. 10; II (Apr., 1815 ) ., p. 58. Conard, Hiator% 
of Mllwauke~. I , p. 190. Heming, Catholic Church. p. 914. 

MOl>ER.8ltI. WALTER B. 

Organilt of St. Vincent de Paul'. , 19191-1939. 
Born s Milwaukee, January 22, 1894. 
Died: MIlwauk.e, June IS, 1941. 
Had other bu.ine •• interesta, according to City 

Directory li s t lna" 

Sourcea: ~1"aukte Journal. June 18, 1941, 11, p. 4, 
obituary. St. Vincent d. 'aul, p . 34. City Directory 
li.ting •• 1915-1940. D.ath ae cord. , 1941, Doc. 14437. 
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MUDROCH , BATTlE NOWAK. 

Organist of St. John de NepomucJa from about 1916 
until 80metime 8.fter 1927. Exce llent background. 

Source: Walcher. Who'. WbQ. p. 126 . 

'fiiULLEN. The name of a family in church music. 

MULLEN . OBORGB J. 

Organist of St. Jude'., St. Patrick's and St. Ro.e t ., 

in order , f rom late 1930'1 to 1944. Cathedral organtlt 
and choirma.ter, 1944 to 1963. 

Born : OCOU01ll0VOC, Wia., DeQem~er 21, 1918. 
Died : Milwaukee, April 2S, 1963. 
Studied under hi. father. Simon S. Mullen; B. Ch. H. 

degree fr01ll Gregorian Institute. M.Mus., U. of Montreal. 

SOUl'Ce. l Bolton . Centennial aistory. p. 108. Ml,lwaukee 
l!urna~ , April IS , 19S6, VI , p. 18 ; April 26, 1963 , I , 
p. 19 , obituary . Death Re,cord., 1963 , Dot. '4122. 

MULL!N , SIMON S. 

Organl.t of St. Thoma. Aquinas' , 1'25-1960. Other 
pOlitions at unidentified church., in Watertown and 
OQOUO~owoc , Wis. Came from a very . ustcal family. Hi, 
mother, Mary Mulvaney, was an organi. t at Fox Leke , Wi •• 
S.e 1956 }~~~~~ article for ~ther faml1, members and 
education. . 

Sources: M..llw.ult •• Journal. April 1.5. 19S6, VI , p. 18. 
Jobn.on t Blackwell, p. 115. 

MULLEN , MIS. SIMON S. (MAll JOSEPHINE KcCOLLOW) 

OrgentBt of St. Barnard', from 19261-19601. 
Born: Juneau, Wis., December 12, 1884 . 
Died , Milwaukee, Augult 11, 1961. 
Studied .wltb her hUlband. Orlanl.t at Immaculate 

Conoeption , Juneau, Wis. around 1900 , ~rganlst of St. 
Jerome'., Oconomowoc , 1920T-19261. 

Soure •• , J'lUw~k.e Jo,srnal. April 15 , 1956. VI t p. 18; 
AUIU.t 13. 1961 , II, p. 8, obituary • .!Stb Annlverl.rt. 
S.t. Bernard's ,p. 19. Dea!h Rac,grdl" 1967. Doc. 16697. 

MUtLEt, PETER B. 

Taacher and organist of Old St. Mary'. , 1873-1874 . 
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Born : 18'11. 
Dieot St. Lawrenoe, Vl •• ~ November 13, 1874. 
Uo va. the flr.t graduate of the Nor •• l School (1873) 

who aecured a po.ltloD in Milwauk • • , a. far 88 w. know. 

Source. ; 
1875), p. 

~aecil1e: I (Har., 1874) . p. 11 ; II (Jan •• 
U , obituary • 

.H.USKATEVC, LEO. 

OI',.n18t of St. Joba tbe Iven •• Uat t
,. 1937-1943 . 

Oraanlat of St. Hedwig'. , 1943-1. Choir 411'8ctor at 
St. ~ari.rat Mary' ., 19S5-1963. Greduat. of Alvel'no, 
M.Mu •• frota De Paul U. Hucb 3ullcal actlvU:y, int..r­
•• t.d ta eUllce1 thera,y. 

Source. : Sle.a, D1emolul Jubn •• , p. 37. 10.th Anntver­
.ar" St. Mar.aret Ma~y, a .p. 50th Anni.a, •• r!. !~ 
John ,the E.ans,!l!.U. p. 19 . ~.tboUc ilera ld-CU,.t •• n, 
.bruery 5, 1944. p. 13; 'ehruary 12~ 1944 , p. 5. 

lATUS, JOaN C. 

Cholr dir.ctor of St. Il i.ebath ' •• 1902-1903 . 
iorn : Milwaukee. 'ebruary 29. 1870. 
Dl.4: Mll •• uk •• , Dec •• b.r 18 , 1937 . 
We. e t.acber at St. Franci,' from 1894 to 1898. 

Li~t1. 81 •• kBOWA, ••• n Cl ty Directory 11.t1D&. not 
infornatlve. 

sourca. : Blttle. ~ou •• nlr B~ok. p. 71. Bittle , Vunfsis 
lahrad ,r, pp. 23 . 63. City Directory 11.tI8S" 1894-
1937. Death ~.C?.2.!~.!. 1938., Doc. 1428 . 

NEMHIRS t MtCBABL LUt:nIIC. 

teacber aad o%,.al.t of : I •• aculata CODc.ption, 
St. Cloud, Ni nn., 161S-1878; St . G.or,.'., Keno.ha, Wi ••• 
1878-1880 ; St. Hary'., lowe Ctty, Iowa , 1880-1881; St. 
Procop ·., Cle.81anG . Obio, 1881-1883; St. ?hllom.a.· • • 
Pitt.burn. ra., 1883-1885; St. Freacl. ', 1885-1892. 
Oraanil t of St. Boolface'., 1892- 1905 ; Holy lo.ary, 1'05-
1'12 ; Rol, Tr1nlty, 1912-1929. 

Born: St. Donatu., Iowa, Augu. t 30. laSS. 
D1eo: Milw.uk.e, Nova.bar 24 , 1929. , 
Graduated fro~ the lormat Schoo l 1n 187' . tn 1892, 

foundacl tb. M.L. Na • • a:r. Publt.hlnS Co. Compo.er. 

Sourca. , Yll~.rt ~rln!!rung.blitt~. p~ 74, 96. 
F181 scb.anD, § t. Fraaci., p. 47. A Bri8f Reviev. p. 19. 
Bruce . lipl, Irinin. p • .51. He.tiere . ".a.a.ra I

H £:atbo-
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lli Chohlllute_r. XXVIII (Sept., 1942), pp. 112 , 139. 
,Nelilmers, "Nemmers," £!l.ec::1U~, ' LXXXII (July-Aug. , 1955), 
pp. 196-97. 200. Milwaukee J ournal, November 26, 1929, 
I, p. 12, obituary. peath Recor.!!!.. Vol. 568, No. 116. 

NOVAK, JOSEPHINE. 

Organist of St. John the Evangellst 'e, 19361-7 . 

Source ; 50th Anniversary. St . John the Eyanaejlst. p. 19. 

O'CA.ROLL, MR. 

Asslatant Cathedral organist under Arthur Weld, 
1890. Not oth_rv!a. identified. 

Source; O'aearn, Flf~, Yeara, p. 217. 

ODENBRETT. The name of a family in church music. 

WU BRST , HARTHA J. 

Organiat of St. Tholilas Aquinas', 1903-1909. Con­
f use ' City Directory listings . Dt.appears from Directory 
in 1909, but may have married a man named DiFabio, but 
untraceable. 

Source. ; Johnson, ,!lackwel1, p. liS. City Directory 
11atln~., 1891, 1894-1909; 1915-1917 li.tings under 
Dilabio; '1916 li.ting alao under Wuer.t-DIPabl0. See 
Dea th Record., Vol. 402, No. 341, for relationship. 

ODENBRETT, PHILLIP . 

A8sl.tant direc tor of St. Fr,ncl.' around 1870. 
Born: Germany , Harch 20, 1843. 
Died! Milwaukee, June 12, 1916. 
Was an organ builder and storekeeper. See Sentlne~ 

Index and City Directory listings for bUIlnes. intere.t •• 
Grandf ather of Mar tha .J. Vuerat (Dl11'abl0 T) • 

Source.: Ple tachmann t St. Francis , p. 12. Death 
!ecord~t Vol. 382, No. 268 . . 

O'HEAaN; MARY. See entry unde r AYLWARD. 

OLINGER. ANTHONY. 

Led choir at layins of cornera tone of St. George'., 
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September 30, 1917. Not otherwi.e identified. 

So~rce : Aneed, Syrian C~rlst ians t p. 35. 

OLSZEWSKI, ANtON. 

Teacber and organist of St . Stani.laus ', 18111-18737. 
Born: Poland, January 17. 1842. 
Died : Milwaukee, April 14, 1893. 
Thar~ i. doubt that the neath Recor4 and later City 

Directory listings are of the 8ame parson a8 the earlier 
lilting •• 

Sourees : Zloty Jubilausz, n.p. Punda, Pa~ietnlk 
~il.u.zo~~, p. 66. City Directory li.tingl, 1871-
18 13 ; 1877-1893. Death R.cord~. Vol. 106, No. 380. 

OtIS t RAYMOND. 

Organiat of Old St. Nary'a, 194Q-7. 

Source: City Directory 1istinga, from 1940. 

PFE IFER, EURE LIA. 

Choir director of St. Aloysiu. t
, for many years 

af ter 1933. 

Source: !!Jnt Aloys i us. p. 15 . 

POLCZYNSKI. JOHN F. 

Teacher and organis t of St . Casimir's, 16987-19091, 
organiat, 19091-19181 . Gradu ated from the Normal School 
in 1891. Other busineas intere.ta. 

Sources : Golden Jubilee, p. 22. Souven!r und Ad ress ­
,PucDl. p . 44. lh. OJfic1 d Catholi c: DirectorI: 1909, 
p. 87. City Directory l istings. 1898-1917. 

PRAWDZ I K, WIKTOR S. 

Organist of St. Stanislaus ' from 1923 at least to 
t he 1940's. 

Sourees : Zloty Jubileu,z. n.p . Punda, Pamletnlk 
~.Ueu8ZowY f p . 66. 



PRELOZNtK, MRS. HELBN. 

Choi~ director of Holy Trini ty in 1950. 

Source, Centennial Celebration. Holy trlnltz. p. 7. 

RlitER, CONSTANTINE. (RIEBLER) 

teacher and organl.t of 014 St. Jo •• ph'" 18631-
18677. Clty Directory l1.tlng. die away. 
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Source.; Erinnerung.blaett ar St. Jo.eph., p. 80. City 
Directory li.ting., 1863-1879. 

RIES, CONSTANTINE. 

Teacher and oriani.t of: old St. Joseph'., 1857-
1859; Holy trinity, 1859-1860; Old St. Mary'., 1860-
186211. Prof~ •• or at the Sale.ianum, 1862-1865. 
Teacher and organtat of Holy Trinity , 1865-1869. Or­
ganist of St. Francis' from 1$70?? Teacher and or­
gani.t : of St. 'ranci.'. 1872-18 75; Old St. Mary'a, 
1815-1816; noly Trinity, Detroit, 1876- 1877. 

Dorn: Badan, Germany, 1829. 
Died : Milwauke., April 16. l8S7. 
Studied at Karlsruhe and Mannhe im. CaDe to Ameriea 

in 1852 (Detroit?) , to Milwaukee in l857? With the 
exception of the date. for the Sale aianum and the last 
three church.s, all of the above po.iticns are open to 
que.tton. Was activ e in Gultural affaire . wrote articles. 
taught public 8chool, had hi. own bUline •• colle~e. One 
80n b.came a priest, Fr. nenry Riea, and taught at the 
No~mal School. Many obituaries, ll.te~ in th. sourc •• , 
have not b.en examined. 

Source.: rlel.ehmann, !.t. Frallci., !.!....P.a •• '1D:.. e.p. pp. 
12, 42. 45. Wilmer; Erinnerungs blltter, pp. 76-77. 
Bruce, S$. Mary' . , p. 73. Caecl1i~: I (Mar •• 1874). 
p. 10 ; II (Oct., 1875), p . 154; IV (Feb •• 1877) . p. 28; 
XIV (Jun. , 1887) , p. 46. obituary. Many other list ing •• 
~~thoUc Vindicator, April 11, 1812 , p. 3. ~fllwauk. 
Jentlnet, September 21, 1877, p. 8. Jr lnnerunsebl.etter 
St. J08e2hlb p. 80. Bruce, Ho ly trinl tt, p. 19. City 
Directory l1.tlngs, 1858-1860, 1865-1876. 1878-1886. 
Death R.c~!, Vol. 49, No . 24. 

RlTHANICH, HELEN. 

Organist of St. John the Evans.liat', around 1950. 

Source: 50th Anniversary_ St . John Evans~li.t. p. 19. 
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ROE, HORTON. 

Organized St. Boniface', choi r in 1963. Active in 
church mu.ic in Green Bay. Instructor in mu.ic at M. U. 
Composer. 

Source: St. 80niface Pari!!. n.p. 

ROOS, MR. 

Organist of Holy Angel,' . 19141-19181. Otherwi.e 
unidentU teci. 

Source: Souvenir Holy Ansel.'. p. 34. 

ST. VINCENT, AMAND de . 

Called the principal teacher of Wm. A. Jhlman. Not 
known to have actually participated in church mu.ic, was 
tbe editor of the Seeb~te from it. founding in 1851 to 
January, 1854, in which he debated anti-Catholic.. Founder 
of the Catholic: Young Men'. A •• oe lation of Milwaukee. 
Cl ty D.lrectory listings are almos t u.ela... Seem. to bave 
left the city after 1854. No other information. 

Sources: [Plower}. History of t111wau~, pp. 526, 587. 
Milwaukee Sentinel , January 28, 1852. p. 2 ; July 22, 1852, 
p. 2. Oehlerts, Wiscons in Newspap!rs, p. 168. 

SCHAEFER. Tbe name of family in church music. 

Bernard Schaefer settled in Sllnger, WiS., In 1875, 
and began building organl. Ue had fifteen children. 
Three of hi. daughters became nuns, one of whom 1s lilted 
below. After _ reorganization of tbe company in 1913, it 
made a standard .even rank organ which can still be found 
in many Cathol ic churches in Wisconsin. More recently 
the company manufactured a am a l1 unified organ. 

SCHAEFER, CHARLES G. 

Organist of Grand Rapid., Mich ., Cathedral to 1897'. 
Org ani.t in Cleveland, Ohio , 1897 1-18991. Organist at 
Mou nt Calvary, Wi •• , (Capuchin .onastery) , 189"-19041. 
At Lawrence college, Appleton, WiS ., until 19141. Organ­
ist at St. Seba.tian', before 1923. Organ.ist of St. 
Michael's. 1932-1950. 

Born : Bavaria, March 21, 1870 . 
Died; Milwaukee, April 29, 1958. 
Graduated from tbe Normal School 1n 18971. 
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Sources : CascJlia: XXI (Jan., 1894), p. 4 ; XXIV (May, 
1897) , p. 19; XXVII (Feb . , 1900) , p. 8. Milwaukee Jo~~ 
~al, May 1, 1958, II. p. 2 , obituary. City Directory 
li .tings, 1915- on. CLifford, Q£lden Jubilee, p. 33. 
[Hillmann) , J5th Jubile" p. 38. Death Records , 1958 , 
Doc. 13911. !.~9venir und Ad re.8'/:J!lch . 1" 45. 

t 

SCHAEFER , SR. M. CHERUBIM, O.S.F . 

Born: Slinger, Wis., January 11, 1886. 
See text , pp. 46, 82, f or her work . 

Source.: Ellinwood, .!1!~orI , p p . 232-33 . QL~!!, 
LXV ( Aug . , 1936) . p1" 245-80. 

SCHi lDT , GEORGE. 

Li s t e d as t eacher and organt. t of Old St. Mary'. , 
date. unknown [late 1870'.? ] . Otherwise uniden t ified . 

Source , Bruce, St. MarI '~, p. 73. 

SeHllIDt, F. 

Alai.tant organiet of the Cathedr al tn 1880 and tn 
1890. Ma y be t he ma n ident if ied a s one of the l ead ing 
voic • • In tbe Milwaukee HUlical Socie ty. Othe rw i s e un ­
ident i fi e d. 

Sources t O'Hearn, F1fty , earl, pp . 216-17. [F lower]. 
li!!$o~y of Mllwauke~. p. 584. 

SCHM IDT, PETER. 

Listed •• organist and teacher of Old St . Mary's , 
dataa unknown. No t identi f iable. 

Source : Bruce . St: . !I attt..!~ p. 73. 

SCHMITT. FRANK. 

Organist o f St. Robert'. in 196 2. 

Source : Fif ty Ye ars o f Grace , p. 16. 

SCHNEIDERWITH . (H. ) AUGUST. 

Teacher a nd organi8 t of old St. J o • • ph' s, 188 21-1890 . 
Te ache r and organist of St . August1ne 'a~ dates unknown. 



[1898t-19007) 
Born: <;erm8ny, April 7, 1'840 •. 
Dle~; Milwaukee, May 13, 1931. 
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Bt, obituary c1alms he taught at old St. JOI.,h's 
school for thirteen y.ars (IS82-1895)~ was in the insur­
ance busine •• for thirty-three y.ars , fro1l!1 about 1897 to 
1931. 

Source.: Erinnerunssblaatter St. Josephs, p. 80. 
UlI.auk •• Journal, May 14, 1931. ,I, 'p. 5. obituary. 
City Directory li.tings, 1882-1930. Death R.cord., 
1931. Doc. '4198, erroneoualy listed date of death as 
May 14th. 

SCBREIBER, GEORGE. 

Organiet of old St. Joaeph's in 19S4. Later at 
St . Seba8tiad •• Organtlt of St. Tho.a. Aquinas', 1964-
1967. 

Sources: !.!:- ~gS!2b tat p. 79. P.er80na1 knowledge. 

SCRROEDER, JOHN J. (JOSEPH?) 

Lieted ae teacher at St. Byacinth's. (1882?) 1886-
1892. May bave been organist ine tead of K. J. M. Malek, 
although Cae.cUl! .eems to make e point of call1n8 him 
teacher. 

oure.s: Ca.cil~~: IX (May, 1882), p. 39. xxv (Nov., 
1898), p. 50. obltua~y. City Diractory listings, 1886-
1892. 

SCHRUPP, THEO. 

Listed a. te.cher and organist of old St. Joseph 's 
in 1874. but this 1s questionable. Probably ju.t • 
teacher . Otherwise unidentified. 

Source: Q!,e.c ll1,.a, 1 (Apr. t 1814), p. 10. 

SCliUStEll.. HEllBIIil.T. 

Organil' of St. Augustine'. trom 193' to 1. Studied 
unde~ hi. predec •• sor. Henry Mal.ack. 

Source: Abrahaaaon, Golden Jub11e!. . pp. 43-4'. 

SCBWEHER. MRS. EVAN. See entry under CULLEN, CECELIA. 
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SEIDL, MRS. JOSEPH. 

Organist of St. Aloysius' in 1945. 

Source: St. AloysiUS, p. 15 . 

SBALiCKI. RHonA DARLING. 

Oraani.t of St. John the Evangelie t's around 1950. 

Source ; 50 t h Ann:her.ary . $t. John Evapselht, p. 19. 

SINGENBERGER, OtTO A. 

Organis t of St. Paul ' s, Chicago, 1899- 19031. Cboir­
malter of St. Lawrence'_, 1907'-19101. Taught a t the 
Normal School 1903- 1910. Cathedr al cholr.a8t~r , 1913-
1925. Organist at Mundelein, Ill., ,.minary, 1925-1938. 
Milwaukee dioee.an au,le supervilor , 1929-1942. Organ­
iet of St. Gile', and St. Bonaventure'" Chicaao, at t h. 
time of hi. death. 

Born: St. Franeia, Wis • • 1683. 
Died : Chicago, March 30, 1944 . 
Graduated from the Norma l School in 1898. May have 

directed a number of other choirs in Milwaukee area , but 
no definite evidence . Other local mUlical actIvity. 

Source . : Golden Jub!l •• , pp. 14,. 22. Pfarrreaeln, St. 
Laurenttu8. 1909, p. 61. Caecilia: XXVI (Nov. , 1899) , 
p. 48: XXXII (Sept., 1905) . p. 68. Obituarie s : Ml1w.~= 
kee Journal. April 1, 1944, I, p. 3; CaShollc He r ald­
Citl.eu t April 8, 1944, p. 4; Milwaukee Sentinal . April 3, 
1944, I, p. 4. 

SMITH , RAYMOND J. 

Oraanist at Port Wayne, Ind., 1954-1957. Teache r 
and ora8ni.t of St. Jude'. (Wauwatos a) . 1957-1960. 

BQrn : Milwaukee, October 9, 1930. 
Died : Milwaukee. May 14, 1960. 
Active tn local mu.iea1 activities. ae suff ered a 

stroke at the organ con.ola durins Mas •• 

Source. : 
obituary . 

~~lwaukae Jou~. Mey 15 , 1960 , II . p. 10 , 
R.!!...th Re,cQrds •• 1960, Doc. #4754 . 

SMOLIK, LOUISE. 

Organist of St. Margaret Mary ' . alnce 196J. 
Source: 10th Anniyers!.I.%.. n.p. 
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OMHERS t GEORGE WILLIAM. 

Teacher 1n Bellevue, Iowa, in 1875. Li.ted at St. 
John's Deaf Mute Institute in 1879 . Teacher and organ­
Ist of Holy trinity, 1880-1885 . Organiat of St. Boni­
face'., 1889-1890. Organtst of Old St. Kary'., 19091-
1939'l. 

Born: Milwaukee, April 24, 1857. 
Died: Milwaukee, Deee1llDer 14, 1944. 
Graduated fr04ll the Nor.al School in 1874. 

Sourcess Bruce, St. Mary'., p. 73. ! Brief Revie., 
p . 19. Caacllia: II (Apr. , 1875) . p. 58; VI (Sapt •• 
18 79) , p. 142. Catholic R~r.ld-Citlz.n . April 23, 1944, 
p. 23 , obituary. Milwaukea Sentlnal , September 3, 1879, 
p. 8 ; Augu.t 1, 1880, p. 8 ; obituary, December IS, 1944, I, 
p. 4. ~ilwauk •• Journal, Dacembar 14, 1944, I, p. 19, obit­
uary . Death aecprda, 1944, Doc. #8408. 

STECKBL, MISS. 

Dir.ctor of St. Thom •• Aqulna. ' choir ,ometime ba -

tween 1901 and 1903. Otherwise unidentified. 

Source; Johnson, Blackwell, p. 115. 

STE GE. G. 

Organi.t of St. Sebaatian'. before 1923. Otherwi.e 
unldentified. 

Source: (Millmann), 25th Jubilee , p. 38. 

STEMPER. The n.me of & f &ml1y in church lIlusie . 

There were three brothers: two of them, John and 
Thomas , .utered the churcb music field ; and the other. 
Henry T. , became a priest and lubs.que.tty paltor of 
St. »oniface'. Church , Milwaukee . Tbere wae also a 
nephew, Hath. P. 

STEM!»!!, JOHN B. 

Organist of the following church.s for approxia.tely 
t he number of yaara indicated: Sacr.d Heart, St. Franci., 
Wis., three yeara; St. Boniface'. , Chicago •• eve. y.ars1 
Holy Nam. , Sheboygan, Wis., two year., order unknown. 
Organiat of St. Bonif.c.· • • 1911-1936. Organist of St. 
Leo'a , 1936-? Graduated fr om the Normal School in 1899. 
Excellent background. 'amoul for hi. boya' choir and i t. 
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presentation of the "He.siah." 

Source. : A Brief Re~; pp . 29 , 52. Wascher, Who's 
~ho, p. 175. Golden Jubilee, p. 22. 

STImPERt HATU. P. 

Organtat of St. Eltzabeth's, 1926-1960'.. Before 
this conducted the Stemper Scbool of Music in Freeport, 
Ill. 

Sourees: 11 tt l e, Souvenir Book, pp. 34, 71. Roemer, 
~uveni.r Book, pp. 30 , 37, 41 . Personal knowledge. 

STEMPER, THOMAS. 

Teacher and organist of St . Boniface's, 1906-1911. 
Born t Port Washington . Wi •• , December 6, 1883. 
Graduated from the Normal School in 1901. Taught 

.chool . In 1911 took over the European Statuary and 
Art Company. Founded the Milwaukee Church Supply Com­
paay. ~ir.cted tbe Festival Singers In later year •• 

Source.: S9 lden Jubilee , p. 22. A Brief ' Review, pp. 22. 
29. The CH ld.l Catholic: ,l)h'egtory= l~o.!, p. 81. lli 
Official Catholic Dlrecton~ s 1911 , p. 92. ,!lot! 
Jubileu.z : 50 Lat : lazlmlexza, p. 43. Associated Com­
piler. , ~en of,)fllwaukee , p. 255. 

SULLIVAN, LEONARD. 

Organist of St. Stantslaus' in 1959. 

Source: 1959 Yearbook 51:. Stan!alaus, p. 18. 

SWlltRZY. KARL. 

Teacher and organist of St. Stanl. laul', 1877-1895. 
Born: Germany , October 30~ 1850. 
Died: Milwaukee, August 6, 189S . 
No t hing elae known of him. 

Source. ! Zlo tX Jubl1!ua., n.p. Punda, Paaletalk 
Jubi leu.zon. p. 66. City Di rectory listing', 1877-
1895. De U!\ Recorda , Vo l. 132, No . 12. 

TAlLOR, ROCER F. 

Listed as organilt of Immaculate Conception In early 
1930's. 

Born : Milwauk •• , April 17, 1910 . 
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Studied at Pio Nono (t) and under loeal teacher •• 
Accompanied the Dam.ncbor under director Otto Siagea­
berger. Wa. in tbe tavern Bupply bu.ine •• , moved to 
Chicago about 1938. 

Source. : A.,oclated Compiler •• Sketch Book. p. 194 . 
City Directory li.tiaS" 1926-1942. 

THIESSEN. 

Ll.ted a. an early teachar at Holy Trlnlty. The 
Clty Directory record. a Lout, Thei •• who va. a teacher 
from 1811-1879 , but he llved on the la.t aad We.t .1de,. 
Hu.t be coaaiderea uaideatllied. 

Souree: Bruce, Holy Trinlty, p. 19 . 

TOUSSAINT, MRS. FRANK. 

A •• lstaut Cathedral oraanl.t, occasionally filled 
in as director , 1881. Otherv! .e unldentified. 

Source : O'Hearn, Fit!! Yeara, p. 216. 

TRIMBORN , (MATHIAS P.) 

If thi. 1s the Trimhorn Ii. ted as an early teacher 
at Holy Trinity. he i. liteed aa a teacher only in 1867, 
other li.tinga as laborer, peddl er and clerk. 

Sources : Bruce, Holy Trinity, p. 19. City Dirac tory 
li.tlngs, 18S8-1880. Death Recorda , Vol. 11, No. 341. 

ULLRICH, FRANZ XAVIER. 

la.Ghar and o~ganl.t of old St. Joa.ph'a, in 1866 
for certain, poa8ibly from 1862-1861. Very little known. 

Sources: Ertnn&runs.blaetter St. Joa.pb. , p. 80. City 
DitectcTY listing lOT 1866. Milwaukee Santinel, May S, 
1870, p. 1 (1). 

USZLiR. A £a1\'.l11y in church music for three generations. 

Joseph was the grandfather; Loui~ the .econd gaoera­
tion; and of the third genaration, Ann and Ca.imir be­
came oraentata, one daughter bee •• e 4 nun, and otber • 
• eng in choir •• 
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USZLER. ANN. 

Organiet of St. Mary Hagde1ene'. from before 1927 
to ,. Succeeded bel' father at St. JQaaphat·. in 1941, 
to at lea.t the 1950'.. Teacher at tbe Wi.cousin Con­
.ervatoty of Mu.ic. 

Sources: S.ouv.nir Album 5t. J08.aphat_~, pp. $6-57. 
Wa.cher, Wbo'e Jhp, p. 189 . Milwaukee Joulnal, Marcb 7. 
1941, II, p. 8. 

USZLBR, CASIMIR. 

Orsanlet of St. Ada1bert 'a,l920-192S . Or$8018t of 
St. Jo.apbat'., Chicago, iA 1941. 

Sourc.e . [Garvey], Our Story of Fifty Year., n.p. 
!1.llwaukee Journ~. March 7,1941. II , p. 8. 

USZLEIl, JOSBPR. 

Organiet of St. Hedwtg's , 1885-1887? 
i8t in South Milwauk •• or Cudaby. Listed 
lIt in 1899 and 1900, but no church indic 

Born e Poland, March 19, 1834. 

Then organ­
again a. orgaa­
ted. 

Died, Milwaukee , September 6, 1900. 
Apparently moved to vlcialty of the Normal 

but Jo •• pb did not return to live with hi •• on 
dietel" .0 he mu.t have hed 'a job. 

School. 
imme-

Sources , City Directory listings. Death R.c~rd't Vol. 
183, No. 309. 

USZLil, LOUIS. 

Organl.t of St. JOI.phat' •• 1891-1941. 
Born l Biaud. April 21, 1867. 
Died : Milwaukee , March 6 , 1941. 
Graduated from the Normal School in 1891, apparently. 

Famous for hi. choir work, and hi' Polish cultural acti­
vity. 

Sourc •• : Souvenir und Adre$sbuch, p . 51. The Offlcl.~ 
Catholic Directory: 1909, p. 88. The Official Catholic 
~lr .cto!x : 1911, p. 93. Souvenir Album St. Joaaphat'., 
p. 56 . Wa8cher, Wbo's lIho, p. 189 . Milwauk.ee Joul2t!.!.-

areh 7, 1941, It, p. a. obituary . 

ALSH, MISS H. 

A,.istant Cathedral organist from about 1880 to 1887. 
Married in 1887 ; otherwis. unidentified. 

Source: O'He.rn. !.!..Ox Year., p. 216. 
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WANNER. The name of a family in church mulic. 

WANNE~, ALOIS. (ALOYSIUS) 

Organist of St. Anne's. 19351-l940t. Organist of 
St. Leo's, 1940?~1967; al.o organi st at St. Caeeilia'e. 
Thiensville, Wis., ouring this perioo. Organist of St. 
Caecilia's, Thiensville, Wis., linco- 1967. 

Born: Milwaukee, December 18, 1910. 
Worked part-time 10. i.,urance busIness. Plano tuner 

anu re-builder. Had a male choir at St. Leo's. 

Source: Personal knowledg~. 

WANNIR, MAX. 

O~ganl.t of St. Leo'" 1925f~19401. Or~ani.t of old 
St. Jo •• ph's, 19431-19531. 

Born: MilwaUkee, September 6, 1902. 
Be.n 10. inlurance business aince 1919. Two of hi' 

sons, Joseph M. and David M., became priests. Director. 
Milwaukee Musical Society, 1934-1936" 

Sour ce, Personal knowledge. 

WEINMAN, ANTHONY G. 

Teacher at St. Francis Xavier's, Ta08. Mo., In 1880. 
[At Fond du Lac, Wis., In 188111 ] At St. Louis, Mo., 10. 
1881. Cathedral organi.t, 1888-1890. Teacher and organ­
i.t of Old St. Kary'., 1890-1892 . Organist of St. Ro.e'. 

round 189S and 18981. Graduated from the Normal School 
in 1879. Taught at the Normal Schoo l , 1879-1880 (1). 
Worked for variou. Milwaukee music store., 1892-1902. 
Founded A. G. Weinman Piano Co. i n 1903. In 1904 this 
became Ro.a-Schefft-Welnman Plano Co . (417 Broadway). 
Apparently died in 1920 or 1921, but no record or obit­
uary can be foulld. 

Sources, Caec~lia: VII (Dec •• 1880), p. 188; [VIII (Dec., 
1881). p. 156J; XII (Aug •• 1885), p. 63. Colden Jubilee, 
pp . 13, 20. Souvenir und Adreaabueh, p. 52. Bruce, ~ 
H!r% ·~. p. 73. O'Bearn. Fifty Year., p. 217. GoldeD 
Jubilee. St. Ro!., p. 18. Cit, Directory 11otlnga, 1890-
1920. 

WEIS, MRS. JOSEPH. 

Organist for the St. Agne.' choir, 1939-1948. 

Source: St. ASDe., n.p. 



WEISEND, ELIZABETH 

Organi.t for thirty year. of St. John's, South 
Milwaukee. 

Bora: September 6, 1880. 
Died: Cudahy, May 2, 1967. 
Was a public school teacher. 

Sources: 
obituary. 

WiLD. ARTHUR. 

Milwaukee Jouraal. May 4, 1967, II, p. 2, 
neath Racor!!. 1967, Doc. 14173. 

148 

Cathedral choirmaster, 1090-1891. Came from Boston 
to direct the Arion Mu.ical Club. Nothiag ell. known. 

Souree.: O'Hearn, ~ittl Teara, p. 217. City Directory 
listinga, 1891-1893. 

WINKEL, WINAND A. 

Teacher and 
and 1892-1912. 
1912-1914. 

rganilt of Holy Trinity, ' 1874-1880, 
Teacher and organist of St. Micbael'., 

orn : {Madilon, Wis.], AUiust 12, 1857. 
D1ed: Milwaukee. May 19, 1914. 
Graduated from the Normal Scbool in 1874. Served 

f~eQ 1880-1692 in 111ino18, apparently , for hie 80n was 
born in 'Wausau, Ill.' A music teachar a180, he engaged 
In local mu.ical activity. Otto Slngenberger honored 
him .'peclally while at St. L411l'enCe's by naming him an 
honorary member. among the many active Caecilian" at the 
time. 

Source8: Bruce, HolY trinity, pp. 43-44. Caeeilia: 
I (May, 1874) . p. 10; 1 (Dec •• 1874). p. 14. Souvenir 
und Adr ... buch , p. 52. Goldell Jub1l •• , p. 20. lli 
Official Catho l ic Directory: 1909 . p. S8. ffarrre,eln 
St. Laurentius, p. 65. Milwaultae Sentin • .!, Augu.t I, 
1880, p. 8. Bvening Wisconsin, May 19, 1914, p. 9 , obit­
uary. Death Recorda, Vol. 246, ~o. 476, .onl Winand n. 
Death necords, Vol. 353, No . 424. City Directory 1i.t­
inge, 1875-1880. 1892-1913. 

WITTEMAN, REV. FRANK H. 

Directed choir at the church he foundec and va. pae-
tor of, ~rom 1930 to 1937 . 

Born : Milwaukee. August S. 1893. 
Died: Milwaukee, March 18, 1943. 
Source.: ~ Agne., n.p. Death aecord., 1943. 
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Doc. 12999. Milwaukee Journal~ March 19, 1943, II, 
p. 4. obituary. (Obituary 1n 'orror when it 8ays no 
immediate aurvivors , as informant was a Madaline Witt.-
eu (4060 Nor~h 26th Street) . 

WITTEMAN, MARIE. See entry under EICHHOLZ , MRS . CHARLES. 

WRAHG OrSKI , CECELIA. 

Organist of St. Matthew' a, 1920-1924 , for the choir. 
1924-1926. Later married John Rosman. 

Source: 19th Anniversary. St. Hatthew'a, p. 19. 

WROB LEWSII , AUGUST. 

Taacher and organist of St. Stanis laus', 1876-1877. 
Other wia. unidentif ied. 

Sourc •• ; Zloty Jubileuaz, n.p . Puuda, Pamietnik 
JubUeuazow!. p. 66. CHy Directory 1hU'ng f or 1876. 

WUERST, MARTHA J. See entry under ODENBRETT. 

ZABLOCKI. CLEMENT J. 

Organiat of St. Vincent de Paul's, 1932-1948. 
Boru : Milwaukee, November 8, 1912. 
Active in politics: WI.conain state .enator. 1942-

1948. u.s. aepre.entatlve (Wia. 4th) , aince 1948. 

Source. : St. Vincent de Paul, p. 34. Blue Book, 1964, 
p. IS. 

ZEINTZ, LORENZ J. (ZEINZ) 

teacher and oraaniat of old St. Jo.eph ' •• 1860-1863. 
orn: Oberpfalz, Bavaria. 

Died: October 12, 1905, not in Milwaukee. 

Sourc •• : Erlnnerung.b1.etter St. Jo.eph., p. 80. 
Caeeilia , XXXIII (Jan . , 1906). p. a, obituary . City 
Directory lhUnga for 1860-1862, ••• alao p. 16 in 186..2 . 
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