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ettEFA" 

Dostoevsky i s widely quoted in rnod.ern books on the 

problem of the existenee of God, but there has not been a 

r eally comprehensive study of bi.approach to the problem. 

His struMl •• with God are often referred to, as are 

ortlons of his anewars; but there ia no detailed. presenta­

t i on ot bie arguments against the .. :.ld,stenee of Ood, alon 

with ". detailed, preaentat10n of hi8 attempt to ,answer those 

,arguments. 

This thesis i s a respect-Iul 8,ttempt to pre.ent. in 

detail, Doatoevsky". arsumentagalnst the existence of God 

on t he grounds of phYsical and moral nil, and hi s answer 

to tho •• arguments . 

i l1 



The problem of a'the18l"J , for Dostoevsky, 1s .. mucb 

deeper and more comp11oat.e4 issue tban the 5118p10 quest.ion of 

wtlether or not. one int.ellectually a·c·cepts. or <leni Gatll... ex ... 

enc. 0'1 God. For 1'I1Ul, ath:e1sm 18 a matter OI th'& heart., a 

ohoice made in 't.he depth.ot' a un'. personality. 

I t .1ntalleatual assent ,to tbe exlatence of God is 

do thecrlteJ:'lon of 8ttlei_. t hen all of DO$toev,sk)" a arch 

athei sts are at be.t only agnostics, tor each of them, at one 

t ime or anothar"ei,th,or openly as,.$%"tI. or at least i 't is 

plied, that they dO' accept t be Q,x1stence or aod.; and yet, 

there i8 no que8tion tllat t hey are atheista . 

In The Brgtheres !tar_lOY, Ivan. j.n hiG d1acuss1on 

Wit.h ,Alyoaha.openly atatea that he acceptl the existence of 

Godi1 and yet Alyoaha t.ellG his brother t.hat be, 1 S(p1 

athel st . 2 When Smerdya'koy 1iolla XVan that he 'ki lled his fa ... 

ther, he mentions that there 1" a third person presen.t wit 

them, and when Ivan .,eka who it. is. he answers. ftThatt.h1rd 

God IUmself, Providence. e is the 'third be.ide us 110W. " 

But he aMa. "Only don't lo.ok for him. you wontt :r1nd him. '" 

lPyodor Dostoevsky" tbeBtS'lloefi' ~Iraie'ov. Tl"an,-, 
lated by Constanoe Garnett (riew lor :an?om'us.,19~O). 
p. 279. 

2!'2!4 •• 
3'b~d. , 
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Later, I van asks h1m it be, now believe. ~n Cod, nnd Smerdy .... 

ItOY an.ere, -rio. , 1 don't be1le:ve. -4 The o'rand Inquisitor 

speak. a. t bougb hll intoll.,ec,tually ••• ent" to t~M tNth ~bat 

Ch;r18t 18 Oedt BAnd wba~ use 1.$ i t Eoi"' me to hido anytbi 

from Thee? Don ft 1 know 'to 'tih'Of.:'l 1 am aptJliking? all t hat I 

call say 1s known to Thoe already. lfS HOMe'tel', Alyosha says. 

that tbe only oeeret the Ol'and Inqul,s1tor haa i s atheism.6 

n OrM;e and t;ml!bm!Qt, when PQr".flry aake R,uJko1ni ... 

kov it be believe. 1n God, 

in prison,the other conv1Q~. sbout at 'ha, "You' re an inti .... 
d 

del . lou aon't bel ieye in Ood. 
f'l 

In A, 'M" Xi'lt!l. Ver.Uov saY' that , he lov •• God: 

2 

but Hikol ay ,S-.yonov1:tc.h wrote to Dolgoru~y that Versilov 1S 

1thout any sortor rellg1on;,lO a,n4Doltoe.aky atat •• llP­

qUlvooal ly 1nTbe PiMa,o! I WtUdll"' t hat Verailov is an 

'.t he1st .. l1 

41bi d. i p. 71;/7. 

SI2!t. , p. lOS . 

'Ibid. . p. ).10. 

1'Yod,Gr DO$'tofvalq". Cri.J1«t~ld fJm~'bmM ' Translated 
by Con_.noe Carnett. (London~ Lana. Ol'"Oug ~e.t1on. 

il!'l:1t~ . 1914), 1.) . 221. 
8 llU4l- t p. 444. 

'Fyodor Do.to ... ky, tilt- , loe~). Translat.ed by 0 0 1'1,­
st-ance Garnett with _ intro~uc:t,{on y l»I'n,aet J . S1Jambns 
(New York:, nell ' uoliebing Co. , Inc. ,1.9.'9).p. SJ 

l O , " , lW. , IJ . 

..r.ns .... 
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In 'rile Idiot., Ippo11t. says be will admit fntU%"o lit 

and Providence; 12 but L1savGtft Prokotyevna 0811& him tUli 

atheist.!: 

tn All! ,'OffS!!sg, K1~111ov UtI h$ hail no, higbar 

3 

idea than disbo11ef in 00d;14 but Pyatt Stepanovitrcb says 

tb3t he probably believes more thoNugbly than anY' prieet . 15 

_ta'Vl"Ogin d.clares that he 1~ ,an atneiat;16 but he als¢ aays 

that he was not lying w.hen he $poke •• though be had faith . 11 

I t l)e~ome.$ obvious. 'tl'U\Ul, that Do at.O--ev $ky is treat1t'lm, 

the probl em or atheism on 

'Which 1t 1s usuall.y 'treated. 

Une 4 •• per Uhtn t he one c.n 

He d •• ls "11th flhe t~adlt1of1.1 probl ema or physical 

, ... ndmorel evil. 'rhe athel,.$t oontencla that beeaus. of the o X' .. 

lst.nee of physical and. moralwU, there C .• MOt bQ • God. 

ostoevlkY enowath,et it ther.e, ls no God; phy.ical evil be­

omea intolerable tt) the poi.nt ot deaundlng au1ctde; and he 

'LOWS' t.h4tt mo~al ev1,l can also be a proot&!E, t he existeno. 

o! Ood. UO.S1'.oevaky 18 •• 11 ao1>$1;0 counter each of the 

atl:ud.at1c accusation.$, .boW1ng tbat 'it th.e etheiat eoneidera 

t he ,proposition ffGodexlat.stt •• ~ absurd. Tlbe p:ropo.ait1on "God 

12 " d n . c·· Fyo or voatoovaky, ABe I~1 ... 1; 
ance Garnett (London ; WiUam n.? ~ . . 

l',b14. "p. 27'1h 

14-Pyoc1or Dostoevsky, th! t§Ilefaee' Translated trom 
the Ru •• tall by' Con.tme. aarnett :~e", ~or=, The Mode 
Library, 19)6). p. 628. 

l'Ib14 •• -- p. 264. 

,1.6,b1d. 17!W. 



does no~ sx1etff le. at least. equally abeurd; aU of \fh1eh 

1nd1catan that sinee tho «nce of God eann.ot really be 

conolusively proved or d1eproved by rational -argwnent;; tho 

baa1c pl'Qb~em 11tUlel$l9where. f)ostowa1(y 'then 08",,1 .. 8 t.be 

.vrob1em into. the rulm of the hum.an heart where he diacloee 

ther!fjl problem which is tMt ot a choice against GQd" and 

not an intell.ectual conv,ict1on that Mo does no:t tmist . 

That faith itl primarily a matter of ohoice is 

brou~bt ou.t exp1101.tly a number of t 

"'¥'.Ilti'lAZOV; Dosto$vakY, apeak' ye. 

4 

I t i .8 not. m1raeleotbat d1apo •• r •• 118t to belief" • the 
gen~1.n·. rea11ot~ it he 1. an unbeliever" will a1'ways 
tind atrongth and ab111tyto diobe11wCt in themirac1.l'" 
10118., and if 11, 18 ¢ontronte4 \11th • mlr.cle as an 11'­
ret\ltable tact he would l"a,t hcr d1.8\)e118"'e niB OWQ aim.as 
tn.n: .dmit the tact. ivGIl 1£ be admita it , he adm1t'$ it 

!tl. a rIot or nat~e till tb4n unrecognuelt by him. 
'.1th<1oea not, in tne 1" ... lift J apr1~ from t,be ;n1racl 
butthellirae.le. from tQlth. .' 

Ivan ' 5 1Iid.ev U" teUs bim ~bat 

1(%'0010 are no belp to beUeving, ..,peci.Uymater!al 
proof". Thom •• believed" :not Gecause be 'aW OhrilSt 1 
ria.tt l but bec.us. hewant,&d ftc) bel.ieve, before he aaw • . 

l<11tya, unoover. the b •• 10 attitu4e of ttl. atbe.iat:2.0 epea.ktn. 

01 the theology s~dent, aaklt.in, WM doe. tlot believe. he 

says. ·'nd .Rek1.tln doe. cUslike God. Ouah' doesn't be dis­

like H1ml 'ft".at ; :0 the sore point with aUot them.Sut th 

ll!noatoevakYJ TM li}W1;!IJ"1 I-DilIOY, p. 25 . 

74. 

• 



conceal it. T11e1 teU 11el!. they pretend. f.~l 

It is iJoatoev.eky' $ rea1.1t:atiQl'l ~hat ta1th1u a 

choice. and not pr1trtar11yan intf)lleetualool'lviotl.on,t.bat 

akel hitt ahow all of hi$. non ... belicvero. at. one ' t1t1c OT an ... 

other. speald.l'1g as thGugb they had ta1t.h. It:ls, :lIse · this 

l·ealizat1on 'that eXJllalna thaparticular t~etlc t,liat he t.akes 

in hi$> arguluMt tor tho exietenec ot God; for h1$ teal arml .... 

,t ends up being the live$ ana pet.onalit 1~. or M.e, be­

lievers. 

One hlay pose the queat1on~ (thow ckrea t.he existence 

of l'Jarkel . ;\110$00 * Or' Zou:sima l and thei r experiences J eon .. 

t1tutt IlnY l1I'gument. !nueb ,1.QI$ ' proof· fQr 'the ex1etenee f)! 

God?" The P$lHtf' l iea in the fact tbat Doctooevsky kue\>l full 

lItell that a man 1s. not convinced ult.~tely by logic; ,taith 

oome8 .about t.hrough a conv'sra1on involving the 

whole pora¢n. i!Secauae of thie,. h. attempted to inTolv'. t h_ 

oo,le l)errson 1n an expcr 1an4 0 of Chrlat.1ani ty througb the 

~'V'i41um ot hi $ art . It 18 t. 

of 'tin recna,11tie" ot 

which does not originate 

very 'beauty .nd ruoaniMful,n 

beliovers;, a beauty and 

t.he.msel ves, but ( ,rom. the myst; .. 

erio\!$ fa1'ttb which moves t.hem, that con«IJtit.uteD his ar~ent . 

It is, in other word., in their v.alut 118 .... itnesses" t.~t 

,ell" power U.,a. 

o4toevsk.Y has o~y one starting poi.nt tor bis argu­

ment, e4 that 16 t he valu.e of l ite it.elf. Life 1. good 

andw_tever lost,.rl l.~te 18 goo(H 'wblat.vlr c.u. ••• duth anet 

lDeat6QvRY. !h~ iDe!DK8 ltVW12v, p- 717. 



destructiOrt 1s $Vil. Then he proeeode to eno .. tba.t Qtne11i14, 

{)t' t ·hecho1ce ag.:1nI~ God .. 40e.s " in f.~t" loadon11 to des'-

6 

pa ll". 4.8.truet,ion and deat.b; while 't h.: cbo1,o~ tor God eS\l$es 

joy an4 U.te. IIoatoevsky attempt$tQ (U.l.lp~sea person to. 

make: 'tbe choice .tor God; 'but 1t is up to t hat person, in ith 

mY3tery of hi3 freedom" to choose hi.$ own destiny. 



CHAP1'~;R I 

steAL EVIt 

Ippo11t,1 B yuun 

of con$Ulllption. Hear1ugthllt he .has only 

arB old" is d'1i 

fortn1eht to 

live, he wr1tea «'Explanet,ion" tor thfJ suioide whiob. he 

plans ~o oommi t. The tact th~t tho suicide, attem.,t; i 

borttve one 1s i rrelevant to the part 'tchat Ippoli t playa ae 

pokeaman tot' the denial of God 'bec$U:OG ot thG cruelty of 

. ture. the physical UniYel"Slh 

In b1ttem.~aa, be reflects up.on Holbein" paintin. 

or the deed Christ, n 'pa1t1t1ng wh1eh :4yshkin bad1\oted 

ar11$r could make, a man. lQG~ hi., f,a1th. 2 The pioture aparea 

no details of the 1'>'lut11a:t1ng torture and auffer1nlt 1f111<:b 

Je8u·, bad undergone, so much so t hat Ippo11t wonders how any ... 

one could be'l:1evethat death lfould be OVC-COtle lUld the 

Chr1.st .ould ria8 again. ,Look1ng at th1ap1cture, nature ap-

earl t.o h "J1.mmonae, l1\&roU .• 811, dumb beast, It' 07: as 

n.. huge macn1ne ot tbe ~O$t modQnl r;:ona.truct1Qt1 which,. .dull 

and In'sena 1ble, he. aimle.as11 el\.1tched , ¢l"U$b.d and s",.llowe(l 

un a great priceless '.!ni, a Being worth ul nature and 1.ts 

lawa, 'Wort.h thewbolo eanb. wblon wa.'I cr • • ted pettMpa aolely 

2,00 st.o ev sky , TAli Idiot. p . au. 



~or tl'1e sake ot tbe advent cO' , In his del.irium, 

ne S8138 th4t "dark. 1nsolent, unreasoning and et'erA31 FOlie!"t. 

ume the incredible 8bapu 0,1 "a hug 

spider" nit' The utter sen 

to acoept a 

haloed to brl~g i\bout 

eeling of repulsion ~ a.nd, 

him to tho fwal momenta 

he fact. that. I'. 

8vlovak Park tor 

d 1rony 't.h,at he t 

il 

11:tation, and the lnabilit 

shape, of a ~pider, 

deo1e1on 'to kill him s·elt • A 

uonvic,t1on. bt"O\l&ht 

.at1on.§ 

br1nga Ippollt to beautif'ul 

. n Oul.Y ne1g1l'tins tho b1tternea 

,t" SOIJd. is all this bClauty ~ thi 

nelleaa teDtiv 

,ginning, excluliied 1"r, 

B for aertaill that, 

t by-tno lau,)wled .. , 

'rom the 

01 his 

0" " • Evon tbe 'tiny fly" bUlziug 1n th.-

unl.1P'.ht " • " hap it-a Ghar 

OWl ita pl.ee, lov 

alone irs an outoaat . ' 

t he banquet and thechol'\1s, 

dis happy, .... ft 'Wbile he 

Ippolit. will aclmlt £uture lUe, and bas been unabla 

to, cone,aive of there being no Providence, in spite of hi' 

dee ire to do OQ.
7 nut L1aa:vet$ Ptokot yovna calls h1m .n 

athelst ; e Ql)d rightly so, tor tie bQ'LJ no falth tn tho Ohris, ... 

"" 3tb,tel. ; Ih 400. 

41! 1i. , p . l.tQl. The sJ1)'ider i .a an !mag •• blcb J',eours 
often . 8 a I)ymbol. at ev11 in Do,stoevtkY' a \jorks: see 'rile 
fQfI! el s!Q, p. S3;~116:;Ct~e Ed '!urQ!Wep!, p. 24).-

5tbid ~ ;, 1)p. 402'"'40) . 

I~. , p . 40.4; 

p. t .• ~79. 



tlan (Jod. He will accQPt thdt perbalH; higher p'n~el'ff h ' 

doomod h111l for some purpOSfh Ruwill aocept h.is. being dR'", 

vDured. but ne r etu.aes to pralee what devout's him. He, can­

not imagine t~t there is reall.y SomebodY Who would be u.pset 

h.:ls not fin1ablM out. his t ortni,ght.: he does not believ 

t .. t f!cre t han likely ell t hat 1$ needed 1s hi$ "wcrthltHfe 

life,,. the 111'0. of an atorn, 't,v <i;omplete SQIl1~ univere.'lhar .... 

mony; tor f,lome $O,rt of pl us tt,ne. minu,$, t or t he sako of Bome 

oct. of cOAtras't" and '30 co.. just QEi the l i f e of m11U.cms of 

creaturua is needed overy day' os G sacr1tie~,. as \t1t hout 

th.eir 4..,.tb, the rest of' tho world CQuldntt gO' 01l . tt9 He 

". &<Dn1't that 1:t 1s uecosuary t.o t hG aJ."ra.stger.lont of tll 

01'14 to bavo 'thio continual devouring. and w.1l1 

that he cannot undo.l"stand anything abouttllat, arrangmnent ,. 

But t he one thing that. he knOWI3 rot" certain 1s that. one 

haYing beon llllo\~ed to be consc ious of nia eXiatencQ , i t 

<1005 not matt.e:r to b1m that t here are mistakes in t ho CQ'll· ... 

tructian of tho world, and ~hat ~1~bou~ them it eunnot ~o 

on. I ppol it cries out that> it is 1ronia and unjust . and 1, 

he bad had the power not t o 'be born; he would have ref\;usod, 

....:.,X:'l,stenOf). u j.}Qn condi t i ons t.h$.t areauch a tlQckory " But 11 

~t1ll. han tho lH)W&r to die, although t he days ho ,g1,ves haek 

-re nwnbere4. It may be It small mutiny, 'but" as he urs, tta 

rot$$t i s somot,mes no sl1lAll ~ct1Qn" • • . .. 10 He 4nakes it 

vory clear tfhat he i s not kU.Uns bimself becll~.e he WQul<t 

9 ' . • .bld., p. J..,OS . 

lO -b A I\, l.2U. , P . 4"10 .. 

9 
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not be able to' bea,f" t.lle t'ewweeke left hit!l.ll It 1s def­

:1nttely, prot.eet, .adene' wbich ht eU1tns be would haiV'~ ma4e 

,ven it t ,b1s consumption had not turned up.l' 

t.h1stherne in 

elaborates on 

article which he calls "'rhe Verdict"'. It i 

11kewlae 't.he l •• t , testimony of who eommit$ mtl.C bA-

cau •• be oannot ondurethestupid and humil1at1ne comedy to 

wbieh nature 10 subjecting Mm. r~n, the only bolng a:roated 

'Wlth: coneci.c>u,sness t :La also the one who is AWal"O tbat 

nature 18 'p.rocl.miny-so: Ol"t ot "harmony of tbewbole" in 

whi ch be neit.ber can, nor eVer ellall .. ,at'tic '1p~te# nol' will 

he ever compreh~~d what it means. t , ho i s forced to submit . 

base h1nu3:elr, and for the sake or the MrrtlOny of the whole 

accep't his e,utter1.'"lg I)l'td eonaeut to livG. lJ But j or QQurs~, 
there 1. no conceiyabl.e, reason whY' he ,$hou14 consent to 11v~ 

under ,$u.cb hwat 11atlng elr¢tUnstan(h1th 

on itould be because it i.s plf.'(!sul"abl.eJ but then, lifo 115 not 

pleasurable. Til. only p$Oplo who are happy 1n ;bls wOl:"ld and 

who aonaetlt 'to 11ve a4"8 those 'who Me 

aki,n to animals ~d come n~a:rest to thair species by . rea­
D ot tbeir limitedd"elopJluJn't and cOlli$clou.neas. 'rhea. 

readily eonae.nt to l ive but on the epeelfic cond1tlon 
ha,t they 11ve8$ antmala. 1, . e •• ,.t..<lr'ink. <alee,;, build 

tbeir neat and bring up ebildren.J4 

U lOiS • • p . 406. 12l.214_ ~ p. 290. 
1" . ..I~ost!,)4yakY, '1'h~.l,ll;U~.g,t _A Wr:tter, p. 471. 

14ibid• In .Mote .. £'1:0 the Un . ro »Tbe "Under-
round i4arl J c,.me to reaiie t -at: terect,,'he inevitable, 

d the l eg1t.i.!l)ate resu t of 001\8010u.$\&8$ is to make all 
_ ~t10l\ lmpo •• ible. or - to put it. (Unerently "'con'lolousne$;i 
l.eads t.o t humb-twiddl ing. tf (p .• 122) liien of aetion lire 
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But what 1s the uao of ' 11vinc if one bas already CO.n ­

ceiv,ed the idea "'that. tor mut'l to livo like an anuMl is, d1s­

gunt1ngt abnonr.al an.d 1naufflC1ent1tt1, Tho only other ra&leon 

,uld be tot' t.he sake of the pres 

if he could be sure of th€l JfDr'e 

arhaps this coul d oonstitute 

thia planet not. etornal and 

tian of the species: and 

opec!.66 

But he lcno'Wt1 t,nat. 

1-6 von lG8.s so. Th 

~e inert lnws of nature that doCl."Il individual 11vaa wUl 

,ventually reduce mankil1d, t.o the eame zoroj and faced with 

'to"':'101"row' 8 tero" what do-en it mat.tor11. 7 

The tinal insult; t,hQ mQat unbaoroble one of all ., 1 

that t h&ro· 15 no ono. tIu11ty. no enG to bl.:amc" 18 It 18 simpl 

the \1orkings ot that trdull J dark dumb force, tt crushing and 

.nn1hl1flti lle consoiousness nds horr U'iod and una:bl~ 

to aocept suoh an nbsurd eoxld1t1<m. The only truly logical 

CQnclusion tlo such a r$a11z11tion is ~lO;ide. It ;ta aleo t h 

<mly one befitting the dignity al a CQuso1cu$ balng in tho 

face ot "the L'luteness ot thQ surrouJlcU,ng 1nertie ~ ,,19 

actlv'f> because, (ill« to tbe fact otttarr •• t.e4 f4ent.aldevelop ... 
ent tney l1'iatske the nearo.st Qnd .ooeonda:ry 04be08 t01" pri­
.ry caU$e •• n4 1n t.tu.a wa)l' porll'Ua<is t .hemeelv!ea muCdl mor 

3.s11y and quickly than other people ttmt they have found 
tim hasis for wbatevur ~u.$ineos they bave tn hand • .. • tt 
(p., 122) . 

l'lb1d. ~ p. 540. -16. .' Ibid.. I p . ,.7 ~ .. 

1'1Jb14;, t p . 540. 
l tl 1$ t 

118. 
.;$ ,. _1.00 found 1.1) NOS!' 



12 

Kir1U,Qv. a e,bttra4t"er in 'tn' PO!I,0Ilft!4'i 20 cafT1Q$ 

t"n1$ pb110sQPby • stoep tlWtbor. He has tHaen convi.uQed by ttle 

btu'tali ty of natur$ t:hGt God cannot possibly exist . H1a pro'" 

fOU1'\d 4dtn.tre1tlon tOl: J ·QIJU,$ QaU,HS. him toangulsh o.ver 'the 

tt'agtady otahi'isti Who sa1d \With $Ueb t.i tb to the tb1er I Wfo-

thou shalt be with me: 1n Paradi..... and yet 41e<1,t1ndl · 

neither Paradis. nor ree\U'rGot;1.on. It 1.8 partly $ueb reVer ... 

ence for Obr1at tbatcaus'eah1$ utt ... de.pat r, tor 

1£ the la •• ot nan" d1d not .p.r. "'en Him, b.ave n(Jt 
.spared even t.heir m1racle _4 _de Uia ,).1v,. in a l ie and 
di. to.71' • l ie" then all, t il. p1 __ 1$ ., lie and . re •• Ott 
a lie sftdon mook~r.y . Sq then. 'he •• 1"1 11l1. of the 
pl .net arG e 1~e' an4 the v.lAd~vil1. ot devi la. What 1s 
there to 11ve for?~l 

XtrUloy ,anlv.. at the conolxud.on that all this 

falsity eem.ea tr~l1# bell:et 1.» God,22 and tiult God. 1nrea11ty. 
! 

20ln .. lett., to. A,lIN. l>".a:1kow, Oct . 9/21, 1670, 
Dostoevsky i ap,taking 01 the mi.rt'a4'le tn at 11 LUkIj ' e G<)apel c:on ... 
oern,it\6 thedev11a ct,erl»; luto tt ... berd of awln.,. _,I; 

"SxttQtll the same h •• :u.ppene<i, w1tb ualn Ruaa1a. Tbe , 
devil. went; out of the" au.1J.ian and .nter$,d, !nt-a. herd of 
awine, .... into t.he aechayev.; Semo-Soleviovi c.h •• , eto., 
l terror1a'ba ) • The.. are 4rowMd ' .A4 w111 ~dro"'ne4. and 
t he' h •• l ed men, from .hom t~e devil. had been ea. out, 
1s.1tt.1n, at the r •• t et J~,jUa. So 1.t ought .tchappen. 
flu.au baa .pew" out t he abowina;tl onQ'D "Mehalle be. 
beanaurteited,and cert.*1ol.y not;h1ng Ru •• ian ••• lett in 
t.ho.. spewed-out acoundrfila. And. obaerve t.hla I my deal" 
tr1endt be who lQ$8. h1. , eople 'and nat,ion.a11tY:I lo" •• 
also t hebe11erol ht . I.th_, anet GQ4. WeUl it you 
.ant to . .know, - tb1 • . 1:.pf'eC1$e1.t~tbe. . tn._ or ~7 nc)'vel. 
I~ 1,8 caUed the Peve' ( c~led . te iO"!f,e4 in the: ex; ... 
ilJt1ng Eng11a tr.n,,7t1c:.m) t and t,~" . eacr1pt1on of 
how tb ••• deVils tm~.·r~ into . ' h~ ot nine. " 

''LOder Dol.t2e;'I:! ~t:ft "RI!i11\§'CJflf' , tr~,lated E-ro: 
t.. e this.Iany . • " t' : 0 . ·flIl .. _ . and ' .• . '. ,' eton J&lnT (New 
torkt Alfred A. Kt'lo,r, 1923 ) . pp. 92'..'9) . 

2 1,Do stoev sky $ Iht PSISSlllA. P . 62~lI 

2Ib!d. 
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1s only the pain Ql tboturo£ deatb Qnd muo't J)e eon ... 

quere.d. a:; He 10 dQtH:J~lH.d not. tio b. aif'a1d 01 death arul so 

lUi$ dec1d04. to kill himselt. 24 Althougnthez-e havt1 b.en 

ny SQtc1{h~$,. they b,e'Ve aJ.waY6 betln eomf1tlt1Hld 'with terror., 

and not fo,l.· th~ .specific pUl"poae 'Of kl.l11ng tear. He in· 

s1sts t.btt the flIln 'tb'Q ¢$Jl kill bitn •• lf only ~ok1l1 teat' 

wUl him.ell become God a1:l oncEh2' 

Lat..-, juat before he t.kea his <>"'1 11le,. betel1~ 

Pyotr ,Stepanovlteh tllato he haG n~ underat-tJod bow an 

"theiat CQuldkooW. tMlJ tbere 18 nQ God .nd not i,m(!cUately 

k1.11 him.elf. "1orecogn:1_,e tbta't th... 1, nQ GOG and not to 

rae,osnt •• eb the .. me ltt$Qnt that one is God. one •• lf i$ an 

ab.surd1t1. e1a.e, one 1Ifouid cmainly kl11on ••• lf .• n26 fie 

:reatcnatbl\t if there 1$, .Ood. then eveJ"ythtng 18 Hi, \fill. 

Mdno one e.ne.cap. t~m I1'I$w111. But 11 there 14\< IlQ G04,. 

then all. 1$ truan t,s w~U. an4 _ft 1$ b()wdto aht* "Glt-.W111. a1 

lte ha4 ,8earohed t1f>#, 'hl-et year. 'beto:re l>ftl1a1ng that, the 

.tt·r1b&lte of hi. &-odb,.ac.t 1& "ll .. wUl. 'bUto.llee b~ d.1<1. be 

.as led \0 the lft1lWlta,bl e ~:onc.lutd,()n tbat ~ show the b.lJmi" 

.tG. 1911t 01 ,c ... U ... w111 "wUb. '0 ld.l1 him.flU .i'th, hie own 

hanel's . 28 1'01' ke haa no hlglter 1dt),a tban dlttt)(*11,~d.· 'ill 'G04" 

rm4 fiO is boWlet to show hie d1.b,e!S.et. b'1an halal. •• y. 1n ... 

'vented God $Oa8 !to go on liviDg ~d not. kill himself. ~tcw" 

IU~:i.llQV w,lU b. the first one_bo w1ll re.fuue to 1n'V':fm.t God. 

2.3 Th'l '" 1,1 1-~ • • p. · ...... 11 

2SI _iS'IP, ;U,5 p 

21!!W!. , p. 627. 

24~. I' P, 381. 

2611&4. , P· 6"'7. 

a8'b1~ . , p. 62v. 
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nd by his suicide will become the new 

r8;1.le by ,p~~v1ng that he h:1.ms$lt 1~Go4. It 1$ neeese&" 

that someone; some first., per$On. ot.tel' h1ruself as AS-Qcri­

rioo" .. Monne b~ll&ves will transform the earth ~nd %'n .... 

(:r~tG tbe next gener.ation physically; nfor With his p,reaont 

-,bys1oal naturenulln ~al'1't. get on Without hiG form~r God .. n29 

' . , all he ha$ t.Q otfer aa "lav1ortt 18 the revelation of t.he 

se'cret. (jff' t.he decevt.lon; ''Thor. il'no freedom beyond; that 

is all ,. and thwe 1$ nothing beyond. ,,)0 

tti,t :Ulov1a a man wbo could. not c()lQpromisew1th an 

idea.'l Onoe be haa deoided 't#Mt tbere "'., no God, be 1'01 ... 

lowed tbat1d.ea out 'to- it-a loSt-03l eonelua,ton, and in 80 do ... 

inS?; bee.~., 1ncreaa.1ngl.y in •• ne, Hi. itt •• nit)" baeo:m •• more 

and 'more fileS.at. •• the mcment for the wpreme ma.n1t~u't.t1on 

ot his godbead .ppro.ch.~h Rtt $but. hims.U up ln a roo. 

while Pyotr 8tepanovitoh .w"it, t.he aboth Arter' ton l'td.l'1'Uto8. 

heari.l\g n.oth1ng, PyGt,r Stepano\rl,tcb Q.ut,iouslV opeft$ 't',,b 

door~ bult -Dmetbing utt.red Ii r~ and hahed at h1Q- 'with 

aI-vag" tu~.32 Py,otrSte:pu(),v1tcb .alam.the dOQ:' and ",.t,ts 

a ill II 
. / . . . 
But tearing tm.t he 'will not gO through w1.th it, and 

t hG e.andle UmO$t, oU'tt h •• pproachea the door witb aJOlJvol ... 

"e-r. rllAg1ng it op&n. he d1seover$ th.room seed.ngly 

,pty. Upon cloaer;1nvQ(ltigat.1on. however .• he' tinda 

1rtllov et$nd:1Ug in a V01,"Y st,range, _.Y 'in tne CO~Gr fome4 

by ea, cupboard and the 1Iall-

291~1d • • p. 

)l~ • • p . 

'3v. 

86. 

)0 , lW. , p. 116. 

,2ib1d. , p. 633 , 
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• . • • motionless, perfectly crect~ with his arms held 
stUtl,at his &1des" bi$ bead rai.,oed and pressed; 
t1{:!;htlr bACk an.met thG waU in the very comer .he 
seemed to be trying to t;onceol and el'face himself". 
It'V'~hlng seemed tOflbow that h., WilD hidin,_ yet At:\Mn ... 

OW it, 'Waa not easy to be,l ,1eveit . 33 

otr Step4nOV1tcb is 5truck by tbe w~ ... 11ke t1@.tr'G, the un­

,turt\l PGllor and the strengo, tUed eyeaataring at {5 

Qint 1n the diPance. One gots the l.mpressiou that K11"illov 

Q$somebowd1ed bofore haying the chance to kill h1lnsel,t . 

ut as be touche. him. sO ._4eoua nappens: 

Ue ba4 hat'<lly tou.ched lirlUov whfln the l.atter bent 
dowa quickly and w;.th his Qe.d knoek~t1 the candl,e out of 
Pyot,r Stepanovttr.,ch.,. band; t.he oandl . .. ,.td,ek fell _1tb a 
,clang on th$ ground and the., candle V tnt. out . At tb 
aue moment he we. con.c1oua of • tearful pai.n in the 
little finger or bi's lett haRd. ae ot'i.c;dol.lt, "Mall 
t.Qt he coulcl r'8lUlYlber 1Jaatbat, b.aldt h1Jtuielt bet bit 
ou't; "1th $11 hil might and ~ruck tbre& blows wIt.h the 
1"'8'!f.o1Y8r on the 0 .. 4 of 11"1":111,(1" , who had bent down to 
"h111l Ind had b1tt.fJn his flngEJr . At last he tore .tta1 his 
fin"," auf! rueb.o he.dlong, to g,et 0\1" of t11. hou,., teel • 
. ing bis W,fl, in thf), dark. tie "'a., pursued by terri'!:>l. 
about • .t):Om the room. )4 

As Pyotr Steplno"l'tch ,ran tt"Onl. 't.he bowse, bli l'ulart'1a 

loud uOt, and.. return1.ng to th. roOOl, tound the dead body 

01 liriUovwbo had blown out bi. own bra:bUJ ond thus had 

achieved the higheat ,oilnt ot self-wID." 

,,\1 ... i. no dign1t1 1n tb141 death. Doatoeveky not 

only asa.ne that ftwithout faitb 10 one ' . soul and it. 

_,rtali'ty . man ' I ex1-stanoe 18 Wlnat.ul"lllj> un'thlnka,ble" 1IWo 

,nthle, .,6 but be al80 eXJ>Oee. the £latan1e prid.e l'$sultin.'" 

'rom ,athel_ as ."sent-1ally pit1ful .nd r1cUculoue. Without 

3);b1Sl. , p . 63~. 34~ • • p . 6),. 

3'Ib1d. , pp. 6)5-0)6. 
,6Do.stoevSkY .lhe nian: 2[ • !ritlE, p . ,,8. 
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God. man bocomQ$ grotesqt1$ and, absurd,and, eventually ends 

in s.lr .... t1eetructlon .. 

In tt$olt this 18 no absolute proot tor tba .mist­

ence of God or tor p\lt'elonal ;i.llllnot'talit)" (wh1cb he aaw ,as 0ne 

,nd t.he same ... lien ident.ieal idea. It )37 Sut for Dostoevsky 

i't, conat1tuteB Ii st,rong argument . flc1enee NUt mode i t clear 

tbat Pevory 81ngltl ()1i!'g-aniOCIlGlCtstc on oarth but to live ... 

ot tio annihilate i taolt .. n:;e But he .ew cl.eax-ly that hUtllan .. 

ity cannot, and (Should not, log1e~llY, .. film it$ Qwnex1.t .. 

noe it thore is no G04. So, if th.,e in in tact no God, 

then one comes t.o the abllU.t"d conoluaion tha.t nature has pro­

duc.ed an organ1sm (tIaf.lkind) which 1s not ~bj.etto tbe 'Wl:i-
• 

versal law of self .. pre,aervation,. but. i!d,est1n$d t.o destroy 

itsalt.J9 IE then, 

Fa11;h in imoM.alit1 1. eo ,essent 1.1 to man t 4 ftXi$tOllCv" 
it 1. theretore a nor:mal. cond11;icn of the bWn~ ra.ce 
and , this beln.g ao. tbe Umlorttl1ty 1t,.lt Qf the buqn 
soul uiat8 ur.den1a\)ly" In a word, the ide. 01 itnmor .... 
t .ality i& lite itaelf ",,'ll:ve 11t •• ' ,ttl, ul.timate i'omulJl, 
the .. in.pring or tNth aud ,Ju&,tQ~n.ciou.n"8 for h"tlll'!!." ... 
kind. 1.0 

lie argue. turther that it o.n. retleet.8 on the "l­

wb1cb c • . a ira., .11 'Chi.$, the ttID wh1eb ,Randa abo-ve end 

ju(Jge •• lloth$r 'tbln,sf· onerQal~ .... th$t th., -111 i~ 

not only liberat.ed from ibbe .arthly pi.oms, the eartl1l 
law., but. ba$ 1t.s 0"1\ 14'W, wbJ,ch tranaconda the earthl::i1I' 

p. 234.. 

p.. 542. 
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tlow, whence come$ that law? C,erta1n.ly not . fr<).tt1 $af'th 
'Wh«~. aU reacb •• 11>$ 1sSUQ, and V1Ul1#b.e 'ey'otu:l reeail. 
1$ tblS no in;cU.cat1on f.)t p~ .. aon.l 1aorta11'Gy74l 

U' tJiere is noper$onal immonalit,y .ould O.ne be WQ,rmng 

about, it and $$nJ:"eb1ugSQ for an ans •• ,..? Be &tf)~e$tbat on"" 

e,annot get J"id ot ono '$: "I" whlah nWill no~ subject i tself 

t.c earthly eonditionsJ,but seeks for to_hing whi/lib. 1;.r.n8"" 

eendsQartn, . .and. to' \<fb1ell i1'. te.el.$ i.t.elfaUn. tt4;2 

Ro:weV'fll';, tbe apa O.f h1$ I,rgument fer t.ile ex1.teooe 

0,£ GQd in the lace Qf pbys10al evil llea pr-eeiflel.y u 'the 

taot that O:1'll.y in tf!:tm{b; ' of anict o.t £.1")1 lnOod <and H1$ 

i ovelatlonean ,Qf:Ul! g1ve m.e1!lrrtng tQ, life, aBd oome to terms 

w.1th theeonstant de&tr-uctit)n tbat on~ 8*1, • ., :in Nature. I,t 

'One make., 'the c.b.o1Q.Q tG't'God. t,b~'u .~ '01100 ., 4ea,tbtalc., on III 

totally d!fforent meani.nl!t -Ver ily I ¥ ' .. Uy if I 811,. unto lou, 

e>.tcept a earn or wheat tall into the gro_nAi and diot it 

ab1det ll ,1~n'fu 'but ,U ' it 41*h 1tbi>1nge~h. tort'lh tN.Db trult.rt43 

Dea:t.h beoQmea 'eben, n.ot anelld .. but a beginning. .And nat:ure 

is transformed from tbe appearan(,H!I, of an unr •• p:nt~, eN_h ... 

ing, dark po'We:t to the 'very myftter-1ou8 and beaU'titul . gent 

of' lU'e ant!. reb1~b.-

4, &oodeMmple of th,1Q ,caee 1. 10 lite 1m.1J t 8 Qlder 

brottu!tr, lflAl'pl, in tbe 'Brothe(,Al Ka:-awtaov, who, died att1'le 

234. ... 2)'. 



age of S6venteon o.t conauwption _44 It is 1ntecesting to 

note 'that nil is or th$ same age and dying ot the same d1 ... 

1 

.aease Ippcl it. t'.brkel is pr-eE'tonted , at t11"ct , as en Ull-

boliever, hav1ng fallen in with a trae-th:tnking 1)01i1:.10a1 

axile-and scholAr. But his r&act.1<m to ltntuintmt. death i 

tota,lly d1.ftcrent. H ins t.o f:.o t o Church, at f11""at .. i ,a 

.ordor to plaQ'$6 hl~, m()th~r, but by Easter t. ime a marvel-lou 

p.fUU)$S over Idtlh 4., lUs eplrlt . 1$ transformed ~nd l:1t 

~ 'pp(J.n:r,' to hit'll flS slad and Joyful. H., bee,ames lond of S.yin~h 

"Ufe is paradise; and we t.i't'a all in par;.ld1s$, bUt. we won tt 

i t; 

day . "46 
if we would , should have heaven on 9t,\rth tll, 

Hh11.e before h~ was of NUft,y and irr1t.able, tem 

ext 

t'S'" 

ment, he beQOOl(l8. swoet.uti gantle;3 bright and j€>ytu.l. HQ be­

came, .ware 0.1 other .peopl., amazM and; humbled tha:tthey 

bould l ove him.. and <ieai'rO\11.$ t o be a sarvant of thnser .. 

vants. He 18 eo pai nfully aware t.hat. ev()ry()n~il rel!'J)0f:1s1-

ble to all. trUID , for .11 roen J t or everything, that he cannot 

canee!v'. , how b,e u t.o be angry und ~rrel. t.rring to ®'l'._ 

44noat"oe"eky,; ~h'i£2t~t Jar_,oYI: 91' .. )40, .)4.2. 

4'GostoevlkY' do •• not give 8flY expl anati on tor t 
change 1ft Mat-kel from disbelief' to bel ieI'. }folffWel", in t.h 
cae.. of' t he otbel" significant conver.ion$ "" At)"olJha,. 

0881ma .",d ltaekolnlkov' (alt'O Miba11 ) .. h.e gl:ve., • . " tl!ie in-
'luenolng element. bO'toh tbe . ttaacram'.nttlU .. tytt ot lOme pel"tJon 

and the power of 'the 't"/ord of' God. Tbel'e ill One Qtb~r in .. , 
tenet of aconvert.t1Qn. that 01 141t'Y. ' • .I".rna.ov, 'Wblob em .... 

ployee ttle .lmnent of the "S4cl"alnenta11t y'I'J ot ·a,nother pQ'r$on. 
but not of the Wordot GoG. R<Jwevor. 11k$A.lyosha,. • d,r; " 
18 used It. a mantt'estatlon 01 the opt.1on. tot' fl.od: .ad 8; 'meana 
ot a d •• pe,. 1nt.grat,1onot hi$ taith. 

46Uoato$VliK:Y,. tnt. Brot.l'ar. ·larlmalo,v:l p . .343 . 
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snine others and ka~pi: 1"-Z"UQgG$. l,.ooking out of tbe windo\ll 

and seaing t UG \forkG of nature be is overoome by tn<!a:i,r 

beduty ; but, unlike Ippol.it, he leuls very mueh a part of 1,t. 

all. In .fact he foels aet.oough he 1s in beaven and bis 

'oblem i.e that. be doe$ }''lot know how to l ove enQugh. 41 

Ono of the main differences b$t't$en 'kel and 

Ippol it is t.hat Ippolit f eal! veryrnuch sinned Gga1n$t, and 

':lnrkel is ~erY mu,ch QWAre tbat although h(lv1ng sinned again3t 

,vcryth1ng bo baa boen comlllotely for.B:1:v~"1 . This aWQrEffUul 

brings about I n overwb\'Jl mlng teeling. ot grat l tudi.'!J which 

ev~rllow$ 1n joy and happine(l$ UP to the moment ot his. death •. 

. 6 dies tbe: third week aiter Ea.ster,. havinlt made a profound 

~nd lastitli 1mp'reas:1on upon Z,o$Blma whicb, remaining 1n h1~ 

beart, \fould be nr-eadl to rise \I 

came ... 48 

The e11mat1oexample 'Or 8, iaitb :1n~erpz-etnt1on of 

_ death hO\tev~r) 113 that which ~volved from the orie1e of 

fai:th 8:rw-erienoed by Alyosna at tbe de.th and $u'bs(tquont pre­

matur~ cQrruption 0,£ hio o$love4 elder ~ ':ath~r ZOGsima.. 'he. 

of thQexperienee is foretold 

dent shortly after toea:1m$ died. :ther .PS1iS},. re-mer.lbari; 

that he bad nat Been A1YQ~h& s ince the pre"'ious n.13ht, 

notices that he 10 tsi 'tting an the ·tombstone of a monk: who 

,.ud been .famous for his ea1ntline$o long ago,.49 The monk 

"hOISQ tomb be ~aa s1tt 'ing had. been llpeB uJob. "'O Anti. 

A.711b1d p 344-.. . , . .' . 4~l!?!sl P 34.' . If;, . • 

49Ibtd P 395 '. " 't., . '. . • 
SO . 
~. , p . In,. 
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Aly,osba was w\loping bitterly . S1 

Uow 'there had been, in th10 histo:ryo£ the monastery, 

monks who had lived ,a saintly and I)sce'tlc lite andtthose 

bodios. upon dyin~, d resistod corruption. '1'b1s fact we 

consIdered by all atJ a blass1ng and promise trom God of still 

reator marvels to be eX'f.>setecl trom their tombs in the fu- , 

ture. 52 Father Zosalma hEld had an extraordinary veputatiQ 

tor bo11neas in his l ifot1.me and wae reve,red by almost all 

a6 a great ,sa,tnt . .\a tno news o£ hi a, doath reached the town, 

reat e%"owds of people began floCking to t he monastery, 

bI'1ntt,in~ thei r a1ok, and tully pQt'sua<1etS that t he body of t he 

Ider would havo n power ot healing.S) 

But t hat ,after noon , " terrible seandalt'ook place. 

0881~a nad not been dead eV$1'l t wenty' .. !'our houra when t.ne 

amell ot deconposit1on bC8tW to come tZOOM hi,S c<>ftin.54 The 

news ot tMs phe:nemenonawl ftly reached. all the monkls and 

v i sitors, thr{)wing th.em 1nta ama~(jment, ,, and finally spread 

to tn. town , exc1t1."1g everyone in it . S,5 Tbere "ere many who 

had been jealo.u,aot the eltlet'" s salntl1ne •• who wo.re &X.­

tr-emely delighted, by tbe sm.ell of deClOlllpoa1.t1cm, and there 

were others who had been devoted. to bim, who were almost mor­

tified and personally affronted by 1t. Sw And some r~Jo1oed 
i~ply because "men love the do~nfall and d1sgrace ot the 

l l llig., p. 

' )IQ1d., u . 

"~b1d.t • 

,",. 

• 

• 

52.1>1d, •• 

S4,jj;b1d. 

564b1$\ . t 

• 397. 

• J 9u • 



rlgntaous . n,)7 

eo'Ol& b"gan t:o.1l1ing out or curiosi ty 4 11d t i1ex:oe f;SS 

much maU ,oious whi$pering and cr1ti.<;i$l%) of th~ ronnel.'" t48YS 

nd teachings. of the older. Some of t he fLtonka took up th­

on inion that it was a sign from he9Ven j for if the decomJ>o", 

ition hEld beon natural, it. would onl ve baeO.Me apparent 

.l 

ftel" twenty- four hours. But in th1 ,s Case it shtfas in ex.co$6 

01' natur.e, n and therefore wau meant 48 a s:tgn}8 In :re-

.... pons$ t o t bi s . Father 1'816ay wbo was readi ng the Ooepel over 

thecotfin ori ad ou'c ., nIt. t o not tor man. to ju.dge but lor God. 

Peril-flps we aee hera 8 'aign' \ih1oh n():i:thQr you, nor I , nor 

ny one ot' U$ l uable 'to comprohend. ",5-9 

Alyosha . oeein .. 

~r ler~ without $eeki4 

this. l eaves t he hermitage in 

l essing, and without evan earL~g 

to be. r espectful t o Pathar Pa i sey t.owhom nia elder had con­

ided h1f1't a8 he lay dying.60 .ft.ll thE! l ove ·that Al yoeha had. 

in al.5 you~g heart had bs'en ooneent ·rs_ted ~':)n 

and he could not b.esl' to see t hat hol y man ~xpo$6d totfie 

eero-i:ng Ilnd spiteful moekel:'yot & lr'1,:~rolou:& crowd. vl I t lila 

not mir acl es per sa that he needod; bU.t "t-he higher jue.tic 

had been outral(ed, and i t wac iuovi tabl e that. the 'tJusti· .... u 

looked tor by Alyasha would take t.he form 01 t.he miracles 

which everyone in t he monastery expected, even tho;&G wnO'se 

intell ect s 4-1Y08h. revered . 62 But hi8 ,neal't cri ed out tM.t, 

7 5t! Ibid., p . 397 . ~., pp . 399-401. -9 '. .' 6°. 0 '$1 4.06 I bid • • p. 403. . 1, 'I . p. .- • -61 62I bid., p . ~O8. Ibid • • pp. 407-408 . -
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even ha.d thol"$ bee,n nQ miraoletl ..... why tili S l.nd1g .... 
ni:t y, why this humi.l1at:i.on, why this prematu.re dacay, 
'in excess of.' n,'ltlu"e 1 ' as the. spiteful taoake said? • t .. 

here is the f1nger of Providene-.? Why did Provi dence 
hide its facE) tat the fllost (tritical ;motllent t (eo Alyoabti 
thOugnt :it.) 'i as though voluntarily $\.1tnn1t.t.lng to th . 
bl ind t (tumn" pit11ees laVH~ of na.tu%'O?' 

Latar, Ra:K..tt 1n comelS upon Alyosha and beglnz t 

t easo him about being in a ter~p~r \fIlth his God, t"ubelllrl 

because He had not dQne 'SOrn&thUlg speci al to 

honor his elder. AlyoSM l ooked tor along t i me at Rnicitin , 

nd 

there 'Was Al. sudden gleam :in hi G 91&1) • • • btl-t not ot 
allger wit.h Rakit in. "I a.m no';' r.bel11ng a gaillat ,fJJY God; 
1. simply 'don't accept His world . ff' Alyo!.lha suddenly 
aml1ede fct'cedsmile.64 

!"bose are, 1;)£ onursG, th.& fatAOu.s wordaof Ivan whtcb will be 

taken up later. 

Alyoalla i a not loalng hiS latta :tn Qod, or, for that 

tter,j his lova, but he 10 mur~1'llJring a&&1.:0.6t jib.!;, 0;, ,and ex­

reasea his mutiny Qut\tardly by eatiue t .he a8UBafite t.hat 

·'Lf.ddtln otters hiw. &.sking for vodka and c,ouueuting 1:.0 gO 

wi th him to Gru,shenka . (. 

fJrualuw.ka 1$ delighted to a'it& Alyosha and sits on 

slap. Uut. nl.S 

in hit:! afeelin£c of ttl.s me 

thout any oJ.' the dread Wi! 

her . 07 She telle h1m t ba't 

did have "ely d&£L.",. 

)~b1~ . 
6Sflbid,. , p . ,40:7 . 

., 

. 7Ibid. 1 pp. 419-420. 

&t¥'O:ag th"t thi:a ()nly arouses 

tense and purest in~ere8t and 

had tormally felt tor 

love flQ although ane 

e alao love a <l1i .. 

6,.~b1g. , p. 410. 

66Ibld .. .. pp. 41'0"41 ... . 
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f eront l ooking urion h i m a9 her oonse1eno~. 6 '"hen 

Rakitin t411.s Or usnonka t.h.at Alyosh& 15 rebel l ing at!atnat 

ent10ns t hat ZO~Sl~ _sy • UilOt~ hesr 

that ; ahe jumpo oft hie knee in dismay. oroasi ng herself, a 

she h.ad not he.u-d Q!" Zoos t e8th. 1 is d~Elpl 

moved by t his and S~Y6, 

• • • do you G~e how sho has pity on me? 1 came her 
t o f ind a wicked soul - I felt dr.tln too ,ev;il becau.se 1 

u bas$ an,d evil mY~H~l.f ~ and ! tv~ f-o'U.'1d 
hay. rouncl a "r'a.our. -a loving beart. She had pity 

on tn t:) just now. • • .. AgraCena Al 8A:andr ovna, l am speatr-
i,ng of you. lou've rai ,aati my soul. from the dept-ha. 69 

then Oru8fl:enka tells A1108o. th.e stQry of tile 01'£1081' 

no bad wrc:mgjjld her ¥(Ulra -SO, bu'twbG 1. "lOW com1Ui tor her •. 

l y,osha ie cOIIplete1y overwhelmed by her read1ne,atQ forgive 

tha~ man. humbled by tbe grot love 'Wbich she has. , 0 And abe 

in tum 1& overcome by Alyoaha'a love .andacc.ptance of 

r . " 

(Ii returns to :the monaet.ery and enters into the 

ldort s cel.l. ae kneels and hegins :to pray . 1 •• 11ng aneat­

esa 1n hie heart . He notices that they had o'Pened 'the w1n­

d'n~: Seo the ctmellmust have become stronger.7~ Bu.t the 

ugbt of the smell. of corrup-~ion 1"10 l ,ongeX" till 

i sary or indigna't.ion. Q".. 'l'ller. was re1 g lnbis 

u.l "'I~ae 

"aat lit 

bOJtlu.fl tol.iste 

e ...... ,.. · II 

'·'OIb14· » 

b1tH I ............... 

t he whQli,Jne-8~ o£ thinglJ - ,8ometning at.QQ­

.. an<l lle wae altare of .it bimself. 1l He 

~atae~ f ais6,Y reading the GoSpel . ?) It 
,+ _. 

p. 421. 
• 

69I'b;i..d. JI p. 422. 

p . 421 . 11Ib1.si • • v . C+4i.Jlf' . . .. ..} .... , - .l.bid . JI p. 433 • -
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is the, etory of the V.rl~lage in Can • • ef1eot1.fig upon tb1 

£1r3t m1:racle whicb ,Cbr'lat worked .ila order to "belp men -s 

ladneas." he £8,11;0 ;into a k1,11d ot aleep iJ and oeK11'18 to 

dream. '1'he room begins t.o grow wider .. • • 

"' . • .. it ' 8 'the ,nmrriage., the we4d1ng • • • yea, of 
course. Here are the gU$&toa. bere are t.he young -coupl 
sitting. and the mflrry crowd and . . • Wbere 1$ the wia 
gover.aor of the teast"iBut.who 18th!$? Who1Aga1n 
tho ".lls are receding.. .' • Who 1a g-ett1ng up ther 
trom the great t,ble? What.i . ' . • lie Aer-8, too? But 
he' . in theeottin • .. • but :he f • bere, too. He has 
stood up, he aees me., be 18 coln1ng here .. " • God. ft • • " 

Yea, be Gam,. up 'to h1m, to him, ,he, the little, thin, 
old man t witb tlny wrinkle. on hi. face, joyful iJnd 
laughing 8Ottly .. The .. e .... no coffin now. and he WaG In 
t.h ... me · dress as be had worn yesterday 31tt1ngw.ith tll 
when the Visitors bad gathered about iUm. His lace waS 
uncovered, hla ey., werQ. ahinlng. How •• 8 this tben, h .... , 
too, had been caUed to the, teaat. . a.,. too" at tbG mar .... 
r l age or Cana in Oalilee. •• • 

-Yes, my dear ... I 8m oalled tOt),: called and bidden",tl 
he be •. rd _ 80tt v'oi.ee.ay1ng over him. ~by have, 1'ou 

', h1c1d.en yoursel.£berfh out 0'£ sight.? You eome and join 
u.a too."74 

tells Alyeaba that be 18 dr1nk1:ng t.he new w:Lne of greet 

gladness 'beQaue. he "'gave an onion toa beggar",'" 15 and tl1llt 

7l+.bld• " pp. 434-43' . 

75.rb18 :relers to a .tory wb1cbGrusbenq had, told 
Alyoal'uu 

· Once upon a tiJne there ....... p .... at woman. and a very 
wicted woman abe •••• And ahe died and did not lea.. .. 
a1nslesood deed behind. The devils o:8ugbt. her and 
plunged ber into t"l\e lake of fire . io her ,guardian anael 
atood and 1itOnderg what good d..ed of ne.l'"a he could ,r&-
amber to tell t.o Ooel;-eheonce pulled up an onion in 

her larden~' .aid be, 'and gaVQ 1~ toabegsar woman.' 
And Ood an.swerecb 'lou take tbatollion then,. hold 1.\ out 
to her in the lake, and let. her take hold and be pulled 
out . And it you can pull b,,,r ~ o\lt of t.ho lake, let bel'" 
come to "al'ad1se... but ,i t' tn. onion break.) then t11El woman 

at stay where she 11).' "'be angel ran to 'the wornen and 
u,l.dout tb. onion ,toller; . Oom.t t aaid be~ 'catcb hold 

lIBel 1 '11 :pull you out.' And he began cautlou.s.ly pullin 
her out.. He had Just pulled: her r iGht ou~ ,' when tb 
other a1nners in t.he lake .. , see1.ng holt sho wa$ being drawn 

• 
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-ftY thm-e had given only onion .. ch - jUS'tone small 

()nion each. He t ell$ Alyooha to begirt bis work It anatna,t, 

Jesus is unceasinaly chang1ng the \tater into. w1n& "that th~ 

.la.dnes8 of the guest.s ma:,. not be out ahort . It 76 

oUNlth1ng glowed in Alyosha's heatt. something 111100 
it till it acheo.. tears of rapture t'Oae trom. h1a soul. 
•• • ii.s stretchea O\,\t his hand.. uttered aor-y and 
waked. up. "'?? 

' He g:e'te up and q1:11<:k1y goeaOV'er ' t ·o tb~ coffin. 

Oaa1ng a.t tbe dead mall ly th.ere, he ceA 810.111 bear tbe 

vOice ~r the resurrected Zoss1ma r1ng'1ng in his eat's. 78 

lYOsha runaoutside, and OV$rcwme with the beauty and the 

,ysteryof tb,e earth, tlUlgs him.elf upon it, 

ki81Un6 It . 

d 

He cO\:.t,ltl not have told w111110 long_dlo 1rre.itJt 1bly to 
!ld.8. it" ~o kiae. it all.. But be kissed it 'W6tep1ng . 
$o\)t»ir.g and wate.t'1nfi it "ith his teare, and. vetted pe""" 
8~ollatel.y to love it, ·to love, it forever and ever. 7 

longs to forglv0 evaryone and to beg torglv·eness for all 

n a.nd tor everytbing. aome idea bee '8nte,red 11rmly and 

out, began 'Cat.china bold 'Ot her- 80 &S to be pu3.1edout 
'Witb her.. But she ••• a. ve17 '.i,ekeel weman S.nd. lb. began 
,kicking them. ' I tm, to be pul.led out. not you. It t" my 
onion J not foura . t Aa '.001'1 a8 abe sal4 that, the onion 
broke. And th. "'o_n fell into ~ho 1.k8 and iShe i. 

, :burning 'ehere to this dty. So. the: angel wept and: went. 
away.- . 

('rbe Brothttl KltAMJOY, pp. 42.3 -4la4., ) 

POI 435. 

7 .... 1bid. , p . 4..,;/ .... . 7 • 43v. 
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unahakably into his soul and woaid remain to~evet'. ttlie had 

fallen on tbee.rtb a weak boy,. but be t'O$e· up • reJolutG! 

ohampion. and he knew and felt it suddenly ,at. t he 'Yf¥t'Y m.~-

ntl 0:'1 h1eec8taey."SO 

~nyone CQuld $ee the dead body of Chr i st. mutila~od 

beyond belief'; but it. tak$B ftd.t.h to see the resurrect-ad 

Christ . Anyone ccbuld amell. t he "ten'lb of eOf'ru.,t1ottcomlng 

~rom tbe elder' 8, cotfin; but only 10,118 Gospel oan pl. • . ut a seed 

f tal'tn i:n .a man's 8oult.batg1vea lUm the naion to' $e$ t il. 

rosurrected Z08a1ma . It .:La a new SpirIt that ~ke$ A.lyotlb.a 

able to look upon a deoay1ng \)o4,y and hear a living vo!e 

atiUr1ng1ng ~tn bi'G' ears. It ls the hear1ng ot t he Word 

d the • . coeptance of tbe truth or that WoN. that gives a man 

a v1s10n of lite and nature that D1$k.8 it pose1-ble not only 

o t1n:4 Ilr •• ·tjoy and happiness ln th1a earthlyex1stence; 

but ind •• d it 14 a cond:lt1Qntor the choi ce ot life itself. 

t 1·8 the only fBI'swar to t.he problem poe.ed by Ippol1t end 

1rillov. but 'tn. annal' cannot be liven in ~erma of lo~ic 

or act.-ntlltc proot. One ean O.arry "he argulnent ju..st 8(1 tar 

. .ntellectwslly. a. f)oatoevaky did, to the polnt where one 

e·en ••• tbe neeGasi', tor God or .in;lruo,na11ty 48 a eo.n4itl oA 

tor 11te itself. Bu~ bow one come. to the peracrtal be11ef 

and aceeptaace. ef tni·$ God is • tfiyfrt; .• ry which will aever b 

.. ly rational or ldlo.lly comprehen.U~u. to man's intellecv; 

tor fait.b 1.8 rooted tn the m,yst_ry o.t God.- =- grace end elee .. 

t l on .• and is chosen bY , freedom in the: core of Ii, manta person ... 

37. 
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.lit}" which is not-totally QCH~$ss:lble t.o t.ho conaclous mind. 

there 1.e .an irrat1Qnal alQmont in man's tl"$ed<l1J whioh has .its 

I'll in the choieea man tnGkes. 81 

It 1sp~eelt1ely, t.hen , to !ho.e man, end not 

just to hiG :tnt .el1eot t .bat. OostOf)vsky di:rects bis ffll"gtJment . tt 

,nd he does thl.o through the med Df h1$ art $0 that. one 

a.Y be drawn into ane!}?er.1tpc! of the be.8lJ'ty and meaning 

:1ven to lilA by the Christian pe1"8pectl ve. $2 

8l:rhjji po1J:lt1e breJU,£h'e out aaa1n and again by 
Doa't. evaKy' s uau of dreams (or naUuo1nations ) to i llutdnate 
!he unoonaciou$ elem.&nta of t he er:imary option tor Qr ag,a1nst 

d . . In t.his Cale the hoal."'1ng or . tbeGoJpelatory of th 
.. hanging or the watel' into wineeUc1ta from the very depth 

ot Alyo.ha ; s soul an act of taitb 1n th.e vision ot l"e:al:1.ty 
'Wbich tho l'lord is presentitlg. the unconscious element of toll 
option 11 roanlte.t.ctd in the dl"'93I1l#Gnd Uyo$ba .awakons to an 

;per1e:nC8 of ta1Ulwbiuhnas stood tbe teat of reality and 
has '· been lntegrat4d and eyntbe,1s"d. on a deeper level. H1& 
ren&wed faith 10 a I"fulv.lt()£ "ne encoun;ter w1tbGod throu 
Orushenka and tbo bearing of tn. GQSpel t and not a result-of 
t.he dr.am. The dr.am i8 a manifeatat.i,on of ,hie optl 0.n and a 

~:ana of a dectper i.ntegr.a:t.1.Qn of h1a fa,1th. but not tb. ,¢QUS 
,of i t . 

.In a letter too Konatan'tin Petrovich f .'bi,edonoa •• v .. 
ug. Z4 , l 879; l)<uJt<>ev$ky stl.ttes. tbi s obj0f3ct1ve 01 anhGrln 

in an "indirect" way "in an art.i:lt.1c picture. - (Doftoeval'I: 
~GlrhGd Rliln!eg~n2er·t Tran$l.atect by S.8, Kot el>analivand 
.J . if d~ .t.Otl~n t p •. j 1.) AlthauS'll 1n th1a lett • . ,. ... wbioh 
'will be fll10ted 1ntuU lata!" - he w:-1teo 8~ec1t108UY of th~ 
Sixtb Book, "The Uue.tan l-bnkft :in .tt. ko!i~!£1 'MfifalCv, 1~ 
wwlt! Ge~ that, th!.u 13 suttic1ent d1cat1on 0 ' .. a 'tentlon 
$0 t hat. it may be broadened 't.o lncl~4 •. other port,lone of hi 
novels. 



CHApteR 1 

''[ORAL EVIL 

S§cta:on+i . ~:the Den" l 

The a.econd acr{;Utllent apin6t the e4t1steno~ of Ged, 

which Postoevsky attempts to anewerj iQ the' one from the 

1$tenCQ of morel evil. How Call one believe in a Ood, wno 

creates .men who not on'll' .find tllGmsolves unable to actively 

love their ne1g.hbo.r. 'but who alao are well awa:re that men 

1"e capable of the moat cruel and outrageous brut alit' 

against even frl<')$t ooent or creation, chil.dren~ 

V.rs1l:ov, speaking to flolgoruky on .love of ne,1ghbor_ 

aert.$ that it 1s impossible to love people they are. 

The onlyposa.1ble way to do t .llem good i$by overooming one' 8 

lings. ftholdin., your .110$8 and shutting your eyes (tb 

latter" •• ssen~lal) _ .,.1 He. 'tel.l .s bim not to be taken in by 

an'a goodtless beoau t o.tt.en \th~"'l tbey are ~ood that 

they are m.ost b.se. tte knot/s about tbis la,st .tact by judg"­

ina:: fr·OtB himsell. Any man who is the le.-at bit 1ntel113~nlt 

will not 'be ~ble to l.:l.V$ without deapit1ng bimself. 4u'\d to 

1·0V8 one' a neigbbor without despising h1l:l is impossible. 

'Ver .• .uo ..... believe. that ltlan has bun c.re.t .. d phY$1cally in ... 

capable ot loving his Qe1gil.bor. The cmly filove tor numanJ.t bH 

l,OoatoevskY, t\ MlI! Hi,,,!!:!', . .. ~4.2 . 
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tbat one lUlght b.,vEa 1m -love tor that hUJ1141lo1ty t'd11ch yOU 

have. YO\lX"self Qr"ftte4 t n fOur SQul (inoth~r words,.. you have 

or-eated YouTself and yOUt' love 10 tor- yours~lt) - and 'Which, 

'ther~roret never w111 be in reality . .. 2 

Ivan , too, feels 'that "' ,1 st-~iko love for :WAn is a 

1racle wbich though posei ble for Christ who .as aod~ is not 

sible ro~ us who are not gods. 

ot man t S in.bUity r,o aClmJ:t Qflot.her" s Butterlng, not fro, 

lice but simplY' beu8use tbe $utt,e.rer ha. a ,af.upid fane or 

smells unple,Q,sant, or aome other sue.b idioti c reasc>n . 3 He 

sug,g •• tie tbat be~.t"G tihOul.d never ask tor charity i n person., 

but $'houldadvertiae in tihe' newspapers. to.r '''one can love 

onet e neighbor·s in 'the abstract, or even at a, di~,anoe, bu~ 

at c)..ose quarto&l"1il It ' II $l.mos;t imPOSS1blth .. 4 Po •• tbly if be.Ii!' ''' 

gars WQuld come on as on 

tattered lace, be&g1ng tor G 

e. we&l".ing silken rags and 

and dancing gracefully. Ofl 

1mll't like lOClJk1ng at theft!.. but. even then one would not It'l,ve 

thOiD. 5 He ment1on$ the incident of • Mint. who took a hun~ 

in hi,s lU"n3.Gond 

and l.oat 

lome diGoase. Ivan tolls Alyo9ha that be is oon'V 

Clouldonly have done UUit. from tt selt .. lacerat iQn. "or as a 

enanee. aot from rQal lovef tor to l()ve Ii manna must. be 

bid. 

3:0 I-ostoev sA3 # 

q.lbl~ . . P. 28a.· 

SIb ... u, . 

• Sl. 
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bidden, and love CGasus tho moment he sbowe hit) lace ... 6 

ladame HOhlakov. speakin~ o.f her doubt$ of faith to 

father Zosaima., 8.dmits that she feels. she could never en.d.ur 

Ute of t\ctive love unl.eos 

teme of ~ratitude ,and pra J.se. 7 

~,tory of the doctor 'Who "loved 

livinF:: ~nthe Game roo 

e recoived tlpayment tl in 

d ~Q 18 her th 

h but was 1ncaonbl e Q 

twent.y ... rour 

hours. By that time be would begin to hato the best of 

boca:use be t a too long over his dinnet' .• fl or fthas a cold and 

koeps blowing his nose,n8 

I t is tbin ex 

own 1neb11 ity to. love, or 

purel y. wh:1ch ~n ca.UGO a Q.!ln 

st men. of tne1r 

t their iu.b111ty to l oy 

t .hat· it makQ'" 

t here is no God , or even rebel 

Usuch is His crea.tiotl. 

.. 0W&Vo:-, t.he realcri of' faith eomes in truly tac-

.01'1 only oue's bl11ty t.o lOVG_ but m(lllk1.nd t s c~-

ctive . hat rod of such a ,U.abollcal. nature that. 

I'vantell" 

cre-ated h 

tbat t ho devil doee not 

Q v~", ... ~ ... . 

sometimes or boatial cruelty. but t" 0 Ii great. inju8t1ci~ 

400 1nrmlt to tbo oQaut; a l)oaGt CQn uev er be &0 ·oruel IG a 

n. so art1it 1caUy cruel. 

or1mes Qr t he Turks and 

6,bid. , p. 281 

8Xb1d., p . 64-, 

t .o1lu Alyoslla aboutth$ 

: 

7l.W. , p. O.H 

9nw!_, p . 283 . 
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The •• Turks ~Qoka pl$asure 1n torturing children, too, 
cutting the unborn chUd from "the mother't ~s womb~ Qud 
toasing babies ~p 1nt~e a1:r . and ¢a.tch1ng them on t.he 
omt. Qf th~1r bayonet.s bt;ltore their mot her's eyes. 

Doing it bafore th. mother' a eyes was what gave seat to 
tbe amus$Cent . U$re is anotiber acene, that I thougbt ver~' 
inter-eat-ing. l mag1nea. trembl.i.ng mother with bet" baby :i 
her arms# .. 011"=1& or lllvading turk. at'Qund. her. 1'hey'v 
planned .. d1;vers1on; they pet. the baby, laugb t.o make it 
laugh. They succeed. the baby laugh.. At that . moment a 
Turk :po1nta a pistol toUX" inches .from the b.'bY'sface. 
The baby laughs _:i.th glee, nolda oub it.a little handl to 
elle pistol, 811.d he pulls the triger in the baby ' stao.e 
$nd blow. out its bz-alul. Art1at1c. 'Waen't :l.t? By to 
'Way # Turks ere .particularly fondot 6weet ~h1ng$. t hey 
8.,. 10 

Iv.n then turns to tbe Mott. aophlat:ieatea cruelty ot 

t he .Eu~p.an. and relat.. a story .bout • murderer, lUcbard,. 

Who v.. executed in Gftlleva.. R1chard had been raised l ike an 

anitJIal by lOme ahapberde who did not bother to clothe or 

ee4 hUh n. we. beaten Mben, he stole from the maen g1v·$O t 'o 

the pi.8th He grew up to become .8 thief an4 ended by ldllln 

rut robbing an old man. lie wae· tried and lenten:ced to ,death , 

bile 1n pr14iOn,. he v •• sulTOQnded by "1>I&tCN* members of 

Chr1ati..anbrothel"noo4a, philtU'1th~P1C ladies and the like" 

'WhO taught bim to .I.'ead and wr1te .lid pr •• ehed. the Go.,elto 

". ae we.1 converted and aU Geneva floaked to the pri.son, 

kissing .nd Eimbrac1ng him, while, fUobaJ"d could do nt)tb1n£ but 

wee;p with emotion. Howev ... , since be bad. -ahed blood." b. 

~ust 41.; 80 en t.he laat day they all foll owed Richard to tb 

'scaffold crying. "Ole, brotber, die in the t.ord. for even 

thou hast found grace' " Oovered w1tb. the:!:- kiSlea. Richard 

i s taken to the gu1Uot 1ue aru.t 1ft chopped otf bis bea"d 

101b14• AU ot theae :!tories are, taken trom real 
11te. nooto.v.leY relates these and other storiel told of the 
Turks in Ib, nun .. of I Wt'ltl£, p. 751. 
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brotherly fashion, beoause 11e had found grace. t.l1 

Finally. l vanape.ks ot the peculiarly nU$s!an tar; 

0,1' cruelty wiU.ch is tno"d,lrect satlef.ct1on ot W11eti~ 

pain." He e.1"te& Nekraasov'a de~orlption o£tho lhissian 

peaaant. lashing a feeble li.tt-l.e nag on :Lts eyes, 14 and t.he 

case of a well .. e4ucetod gentleman and his \1;1£$ who ,beat t,he1t.' 

child with a b:ir~n"'.rod un,,!.l i t wa'. almQst dead. loJ When tbe 

nand w1£. were broUght into o:OU:rt., they were aoqu.:i,t.ted on 

the grounds tbatthis wal osuch. 4imple thing, ••• an 

veryday domeet1c .vent. "tather correct a b.i8 cMld. "' 

Th.$re wae another ca •• of • five ,ear old little ,girl who we 

so oNeUy beaten 'by bel" parent. that bel" bo.ely was one bruise. 

lief' tIOthe.. and ,fat nell' 

ahut ber up all niaht in tbe eo14 and :h'oat 1.n • privy • 
,nd beeauaeshe d1dn't 18k tQ be take'll up at night tae 

though a child 'Ot f1v8 slee:p1ng ita ange.lie. 80und alee: 
rould be tralnedto \fake .nd e,.), they smeared. b.er rae 

.nd filled ber mouth with u .creme:nt f and it was her 
ther, her mother did, this . And that mother cQuld 

.le.p, b ••. ring the pOOl" c;hUd,IS ere.nell; 

La.tiy, Ivan tella Al.yoaba the. story of the ,eneral 

who bad ..erf-boy ot . 'lgbt who had thrOWn a atone. acoidentl 

hurting the Pe- 'Of ~h.e general'. favorite 40g. 'the next morn .... 

ing. the ,general bad ~be oh11d etr1pp'.d naked and forced t . . 

run. fle tben .et the whole pack 01 bounds en hiln tearin: 

to piec.. be.t'or., his snotlu!lr' $ 6.ye8. 'rhe general .81 later 

de,clare<l 1ncapabl,e of .dm1nltitra't1ng hie oata:t ••• l i 

.. llllWl.jI pp. 2SIt.Z6S . 12ll2!J! •• p . 28, . 

l3l1U&:l. # JI. a86., Th18 actual a... i8 brought up, in 
aetaU, In-mi, Pita '0,( 1~11'~ter" p. 211. 

14Ib14 • • Jh 286. 15nw •• p. 267. 



Speaking of tn iychol ogy of t bis love of tOrtUl~in 

f.)%'lildren . lv,Qn. 8a1.$ that ,1,t 18 

, tUft their defon:.Jelesoneao that 'tempts the tormentOJ;' , 
.just the 4ngel.;L,e confidence at the cbild who na's no 1'61£'" 
uge $tld n0 8Ppeal.. that sete his vUe blood en t iro. In 
cvst")" man, of co\U"se. • dem<)'%l lie. hidden ... the dGlr.(on of 
rage. the dfWon of lUGtEul be8t at, the screarctG ot the 
tortured victim. t he dfJmonot lavlesoueatS let ott th~ 
allain, the damn ot d1@cQ$el$ t .hat ;follow on vice,. gout, 
kidney disease, and SO on. 11 

I'van s.aY$ his , ro'blemis. not tbe exis;ence of God: 

'lm~e he 'h •• an nEuclidun earthly mlnd." and no faoulty t-or' 

,tling qu •• t 1.oruJ 1#bat are not 0-£ tbl. "or14, he ba. ~6'" 

solved to acoept God aimply. But he . :baolut.ely refusee to 

acoept this .orld.1$ K& knows t.ll,at there 'Will come a day 

'hen "tbe crown ot knowledge WiU be rMche4and all will b 

40 ~188r, It when t.l\e mot.h.z" wiU embrace the :f'1end wbo $st 

his ~g. on bel" ehl1d,l.i7 'Wb~'l, "$Ome~b1ng so preo1o'UQ will 

ome t.o pae. that it w111$&1£10e tor all hearts, tor t he eol'!l­

· ot"t.ing 'Of all. restmtmeJltG, tor the $t.oncent of' all t h 

~1me. or hwl.ian1'ty. of all the blood tbeY've • . hed, tba,t it 

will make it not onl ypoeaible to torgi.,. but to, just1ty all 

thAt has happened with men; q but he will not aceept SUCh a 

harmony .... 0 And he refuse$ to aoc.ept that be;rmony be,cauBe it 

$ not wOl'tb th.e tea.r:; of that "one tortul"e4ah11d who b"at 

i t,elton. the o&,"eaet wi t b ,tts 1.1t't.le Ilst. and pr,8yed in it,~· 

it J,n'k1ng outhouse, w1th :1t.s unup:1at4td tears to td'ear. kind. 
'>- ~_ n ' 11 · . 2 

161P1~. ; p. a64. 17i b1d. , p. 281. 

18lliJ . 219 , f, p I! • 19k\lld.;I p .• 290, 

20l.lUS P 26 " . " • ·v. 
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God -, ft21Thilre 1$ no way in whioh thole t Gars can 'be et.oned., 

To avenge' tbGm in: bell would slttW1f mean mOlr'e .u:tteJ"ltn~u and 

o$s1dea what good is hell $1nce those children have already 

been tortured?22 It' tbere is e bell . tbere is no llarmony. 

-vim does not want venltaanoe; he wanta to forgi ve, but it 

will not IGl"givethe Etutterh, of those ohi ldren. 

I don't want 'the mot,hel" to embrae. tbe oppressor who 
'threw h-eraon to the dO'g$' She dare not forgive bim. 
Let her f<trgive. him tor hGl"tle1f j it she w111~ 1.t hel' 
forgi1'. t.he torturer tOl" the !J.IIltHlaeurable wttertng of 
her .other". h.al1i,. But the autter1nga of ner tortured 
child she baa no right. to torgive., ,he dare not forgive 
the torturer ,even it tb$ cbildwere to forgive h1ml 2') 

Of oout',., if they dare not torlive, tb.e~e is no hat' .... 

,ouy; but be doea not want hanco.ny.. Beeause otttlove 01 btl ... 

" .. 1ty'" he would rather be lett with hi,a unavenge.d .utle:l1'ln' 

and lkla.tiafl&d 1nd1gnation,uta 11 he .!!.ere.rotlm. 24 He 

doe .• not .eveJl "want to try 1:.0 \.meier.tand: 

w.antto stick t.o. t.he tact . I _de U,p my mind long ago 
not to understand. It 1 'try to" llncl.ratand anything, I ' 
hall be lalse bG the tact and I have detentine4 to &t1ck 

t .Q tbefact .. 2' 
18 ahaldthat perhaps it be live. t .o ••• tbe wOlrl~(l'. 

fwle . OJ" :ri,se • . again toee. it, be might al80 ory aloud, 

"'Phour art just" 0 Lord'" But b. de •• not vant to. cry th$t 

then, and 18 determined to prot.eet ba •• lf trom. that possi­

bil l ty while on -.rth. 2• 

21tb1d • • p. 290. 22 . ,111151.. pp. 29Q.291. 
2) . 2411>,1.4-Ild,d.. p. 291. -
-'I'hl<l.. Jh Z89 t 26th 'd 90 . 1 . , P . 2 ' II 



And 80 I ha.ten to give back my entranCfJ 'ticket, and 1,1 
am an honest man I am bOW1dt>c:> g:iveit 'back as soon as 
pOlSsible. And ~hat. 1 am doing, It's not. God 't.t'aatl I 
don 't acc&pt " Alyo.ba;. only I most resp$otfully ret urn 
11m t he t1cket . 2,', 

, Do st; o $ 'V sky I in a letter to Kons'tantin Pet,rov.:l.ch 

5 

.. -obiGdonos,zev,. 'J..~ay 19, l e79, 8tate,sthat t-he theme of this 

oak, "Pro ami Contra," 1s a "denial 0/ 000. .",,8 He goes on 

to say, 

,~he denial I desoribed just; 8* I felt. it myself and 
rtalised it atrongest., t.bat i s, just a. it 18 QQ., 'talc1nl 
place in our Russia ill neer11 the wbole 'upper atra'tum of 
society, .nd above all w1th tbe young generation. 
ane, t he ,scientific and philosophical refutation of the 
xietence ot GOd has been given up, it no lotlger oocupies 

at ,11 sOQial18ts ot todaY (ae 1~ occupied 'them through­
out 'the whole 0.£ 1:.he last cemtumand the til"st balt of 
the present ona); :!:n,stead. mon are denying w:1tb ,9,11 tileir 

19bt and main the divine creat1O'n .• the whole, world 01 
God and its mean ln,g. ~,hese are the only 'h1.nn:a wh1.eh 
modern civilization linda utter nonaenae. 29 

! 

In Poatoevaky t 8 mind., then, t be deni.let Co.d ' 8 world is 

81.mply another form of atheip, and t his conviction 1. ex.­

preeeed .1'. thtt end of l vanfs argument 'by Alyosh.a'e 8orrolf:ful 

retort: It Yo tot don.t believe in God . tt30 

,~~--------~ .. --~~~----.. ~~--~~ .. ~--------~------~----~~~~----,-----
l'ranalated 

by 

42. 

°Uostoevsky" 'l',h • . Brot~er'-,,KI:r'!lllov. p. 311. 



," t ~)n. der.liea tne axis/cenoe ·01 God beoaua~ 'Of ICcu"sl 

'lilt t he queat1011 'then becomestupon wh.'lt baals ca 

ltbe'tter, til or more moral, .(Jocil'otty be eon~truoted? One must; 

a,ttempt to rlnd GOt:tlO W$:1 of deaU ru: 'With t he p£'Qbl . 17 &vi1 . 

oeto,nfeky examinces three pos$ibl e 801\lt10tltU The ftCryetal 

'" alae." ("PalaaeQ! Class\!), t he vi ew t.hat. science and reQSon 

... i l1 eventuall l!olvfI t.he problem; the ,R abel. n tll 

socla11tJtl.c theory. preval.ent. at the time " 'bbat 1£ man knOllllS 

thoJ"& is no .fttu"·U,te .. he' ~111 ot l\~llls.l.l naturally COH .. 

reJ:'U·ot and even be,.,t.r l i t. out ok 10 •• of ~an,'ltf : and t n.. 
"t~.n .... g:Q4f Jt tbe denial ot e-"I11 .s de;tined by 004. anat 

divllni •• tton. ot t he wi l l of ~.nf· rea\llt1ng in t he an&m that 

-11 'th1ilga are lawful. ft 

l1,)o.toev.ky .tt..mpte t .Q show that all thribl 01' tu.,.,e 

lteolut1on." limply cannot 'work 1I.n4 w:1U only end 1n deetrue .. 

tion .• ;l 

he Crys~.l P'alac 

The diecu8(J1on of t hlt :ftCryat.al Palacolf takes place 

largely '-n • eho.:rti st.ory, Slot" ~9!i 'tb! .t1n4,ersrgund.. Th .• 

Itllndern-ound ~Dnh argu, ••. ag;81n$ thistftha:ory" 'Which pro ... 

08es the idea that man bebaV8$ bad.!y only 'bee.us.e be 40es 

ot know h1a (Jwn in't01"eate: but once, he Clan be '''In that. t o 

bebav.,bonorably 1. beat tor hiJl'l.. t,hen bft will beC'o.me auto-

3l Tb"r 
<. _ .. _1".1 l). ~ubae, 
Yor k: 'lbe Wo'rld. 
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nt lcal.ly good because nno rna r 1mow" . ota tu!a iost 

h:ts Qwn interests« 11) 2 Tn.e ttUndel'£l'Ollnd ~~nnn 'Orin. 

qucs'\;iO.l .... hen , to bsg.1n wit.h" in the c(·urs,e 0 

thQu,s.~nds or years ,hal) tl'la n. ev "''''· _cCQ:-daaoti with bi 

own intlereste,?n.» Thor 'n , 

tully kllOlt 'thei r own iftteros'te, wUltull Clob$tinatflly 

.oi.ng, at t imos. Wbat most ~Q the1c Qla.d~anta~e. And it 

aems t-ha:t _:o's ult i mate adva:r1't.4g& aolrUtto in.HJQ COll s1Qta in 

aom,Gt.h1ng that 18 llarmf'ul to him. TtIet". .re 8ft 

ldl1ch o.nn~ pos51bl:y b. calculated .,.0' fitt~d in any cl.assi -

1'1eat.1cn • .I4 

dYocates ot tb0 "Qrystal r •. laee- have draiil1. up en 

tire l1IJt of poelt-tv. hu~anv.lue8 by takcing the AlVGl"ages 

01- 8tattatical t lg\lTee ,. ·n<i rely 

1e formul... . the 1.1$t incluCi.$ 't,he obvious valu,esot ~8.eQtl ~ 

acs. tree4ot'tl " pl"oeper1ty ~ wealth" etc . It. would •• em that 

,nyone who.auld &ocont~a't'y 'to t be ,,'bele Qf t bat U.at would 

b ,<1 yet I _very man baa had the uDe-t'1enee of 

1ntetding to ae:1\:. i n aoc;ord • .nce wi'tb the 11'119$ ot t.J'Uth and 

t'aa,son; .. nd then "wi t hout wddel'l or external Qause but 

uat beuau.seo£aoftl'., inner l""pul .'$ 'Wh1eb i s $tro:n£el" 'tHll!ltl 

any of hi. inte~st8, he w11 _tbing qui t e difterent, 

t.hat i s to bY, be w:111 do, e01:tethin,g exaotly c.ontrarY to • • 
is _ iier - ~ _ ~ ~ . ~ __ .. ~-">. _ ~. __ ~ .• <.o._~~ ~~->~.--~------~---- -~ - ~-... ~- .~ 

• 125 ... 12...,. • 126. 



t.ho law. of r-e~ 

l eta another 

dearer 1}O cst 

bleb he 1tii willi. 

lQ.\'t~ . 

~ereatsl in atiO~, 

• ,,):5 ,And he will do t his becauGG tlutl'"e 

which iG boin~ overlooked, that ,I.;) 

th groat.last good , a.nd tor 

'0 ltive u Gt"~b.i. aLl 

'~ut t ho .'lQvoeatos of this thoory respond t h4t. as 

6 

con aO o-otlll-'non fl~noe and GQ.1ance h&vecomplotell 1"e-odueated 

human ,nature and direct.ed i t alotl& the 1"Oi·(1 of normal be-

.v iC)'". 11 will Ce411Q mak1: li'bGrate m18t;ak~s and will 

ef'use to allow bis w1J..l to act contrary-to hi 

terC$ts. ":.ol"fJover~ eciclDc.e 'Wi ll tQQch :that- '0$ postJe •• es 

nei!t b"r v111 nor \l.noo.ntroll.a'bl sire. anG ney.x- IUU,; an 

that "11 no'thin,g r.Joro t ·· ort Qtupiano-ka,y" Ot' ftorg-an ... 

top . " stnatGver he do. he do.GS aeeordins; to eert..aifl· laws 

f)t natou.rol a.nd as.o(m . s. thS$G 1.1:\'18 aJ'e ,<11 , an w11l. 

lonR.r have to .11;)"g, ct10;lU .. ; f Then. all l'1uma 

t10us tlUl be eOJllputeld. according 'to t tl.so lQt}o. and every· 

thi~ult _ill bs oaleult;t,.ed And $P"c1tled. 80 exactl)" tb.at th.or 

Wl 11 be n,e) tloro independent act1ono or advonturos in the 

world .. H'ew GQonofl'lio relat.ions w'111 beelttlo.Uu.;.l)ed, eal.cula ... 

.. ed with math~t1tnl ~aGtitud~. and all r o,ad,y tor U:~.tW . 

,·~ady·made solut i ons nill be providctd tor ellsot"ts Q£ pr-oo ' 

l erna so that tila pr ob16lns will vtmi=sh in an 1nstnnt.3~ "It 

is th&'t1 that t ho Cr ystal Palace wi ll be built. Tbon - why t 

• 
_bid . , p . 121. )\1,bid. 

Il'l1d .. I ., . 1.2~ . 381~1S. " p... 13",. 



3, 

in faot , the OQ14en , '-"11 V~ da\mad In. nJ ' 

'l'he, "'Ond.-arground 

'ven than one 1:1.111 r.O't 

on that 

:ual~antota t.hat poopl.e \J1U 

nQt be bOl"@Q to t~ra; whQ.t\ tf;.V iG so calcula'ted and 

tabulated. t here wi ll. b \.h~._ 

b",~"ed, all e.ort sof 3tran.ge 1do$s en.tel' 1ntQ tllelt' head$ . 

He saY'D ,that ho 'WOuld not b all 11 w1tliov.:t. t.h 

sli,shteat poaGlblEt r 

rather a rcac:tlenan 

mid all t llat fut ur ' 

ipp,lu£ hie 

~.ll, ·Well, ltl 

" a.~ of ,tmoblE1 01" 

vorN,l • cdiYfUi6 an4, 

1s ba,n<1$" W9'r'e to, sa1 to u. 

, what abcu.t g1v1ng all t l'li.U QQMon 

sense ti, :ht y kick and l.et.t.1ng i t scatter in t.he cJuot b 

e 

'ore '. our teet flt mply t o ,send. all t h080 l Qg.arit hms t.o th' 

devil $0 t hat we can ag~1n liva ac:oord!:ul'! 'to (lUI" f~H)11.h 

will .' " »40 And it $.e und,oubtQbl\l that t his ftgentl«n~"1" would 

followers becell$o men vre/$r .. abOYC)' all, to do as tbGY 

};H).o 8 • .t ! ntl h~ reasQncr advanta" 

di,ctat.s', . 

One ' sewn t~ee and unt~tte~d ehoioe·, enc. $: OW11 whims 
w~.ef' wild." one' . O'ft-n ranc1. ovenr,oughtthOl.1&b i t 

semet imets ~y bb to t be PQint of m.adnens - that 1$ tba~ 
•• me ~8t ,dttelr.b1e good which •• overlooked and. which 
doe1J not ti.'t int.o any classit1eatton, and a{;4:d.not which 
ell t.heorl e$ and eyst., anco.nt :inuall,,, wrecked.. And 
lI1'1.Y on Gen..}} do all those $llg(lS lUUJUlliO t.hat ~u nt'Uet 
need. at.rive aft.r some n~,.rmal , -.her.om. ratlonall 
desirable good? All ltian wanta ia til absolutely It 
choice, however cI.ar that treed om may Qoat. him. and 
'hel"eYcr i t t!r~1 1(Jad hi m to . 41 

1.\ ' fl"O~ cho1eo j and en 

- Ibid _. °l!2.td', ' 4, . , 
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day it will <U,$covor the f ormula 0.1 all 'OUr' desit"o$ and 

wbima •. 4r2 'When that happens, an 0'1l11gb~.1'lf14 and Jiientally de ... 

velopo<1 nl~n .. the (4Ei!1 of the fut11 '-'b10 desire 

ttgood. ttl.) Tb'-pomothing wnioh 16 :'lO'~ a r 

'an" agree3. CUOGiit in on Q t whQ!1 "ll1911 can 

del..1.'barate.ly and oonso1ousl'y dea1ro soaetb:1ng that 18 in ... 

,.uriolla.. st.\ipf .... , 

~ant412 ~ 

''1 U61)1' stupid, Just b$e-:tu~, he 

aire tor himaol!$v~!1 what. i 

very e-t.upid and not to be bound bt an obligat ion to dosire 

onJ.)" 'Wnat is al;i1ns-ible. ,,44 This whim of OUl:"i!S nuty r~all.y 

.cC:O\lnte~ .t b 

~cause 

tent to us t namely, our p 

f Clan wer~ showel"ed tilth. 

elee on 4tu'tb# 

is tuost rtt"·ae1ou$i)nd alO~ ir,rpor" 

sonalitY' azul our 1nd1:vidua11tv,,1f4!j 

11 earthly ble$aing$M he would 

,1.1 (.)t t hem tor 'the sake ot' praY'! .ng to h.im.,elf t .hat 

i8. • mAn tin4 not "keys of' 4 piano on 'Wbich the laws' of nih' 

tour. ~r. Indaed play'ing l1.ny tun1) they 11ke. w 

were mIltlUWl'!8t.1oally prov~ to him thet he i 

!ven 1.f' it 

k.y, be woul.d p'etuGo to accopt it,,, .-ad would "ork deatru¢ .. 

~1on and cl\e,03' to carry his point.. And if 

tf'UO·ti.Clft and chao$ could b4 c&leulate4 by atie~ "so 

that tho Mer(', poes1billty of caleul.tin~ i.t all betoreh~n4 

would stoP it all and:r<lt!sot':l would triumph. ':in the 9nd - . 

:~. 

'1014- f I" 13-... 

4"ll>&~ . '~W4. ,I>. 1",0. 
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well , 1.£ t.hat were t.o happen man would .go purpo/Jely mad in 

order to rid. hmselt ot raa:son and 081",1"1 his. point , tt47 For 

the whole mean.:ing of bwnan l i fe conei,ats in ma.n 's pl"Ov1n 

to himself, at every installt., that :ta 1s a man and. not an 

organ"'stop.48 

eaide., perhaps man will neve" give up destruction 

and chaos j ust because he. is instl ctivel)' • . Craid ot reach .... 

ing tbe goal and eompl ,et1ng the building he 14 er~ct1ng . 

el"baps he only lovelthe buil d,1ng from a diatance, or loves 

buildirut it, but not living in it . Per haplthe who,le a.im of 

man simply l ies in this inee.sant proce,! ot achievement, or 

in lite 1taelf, and not in the atta.1nment. ot any goal . lttan 

is paasionate in his que,at, but, to re.lly di acover 'What he 

is looking fer 18 tearful to Mm. It be tlnda i t, there 

will be nothing more for wbioh to look, nothing more to do.49 

Soci ety wUl never be rati onalised. becaus&tbere 1s 

an irrational pr inciple in i t , th.~ is., the indi vidualist ic 

'rinclple which will not. tolerate the yoke ot reason nor of 

an obl igatory weltare.,50 

It. then, i f.c would be 1mpo .•• 1ble t !o establi8b a 

society b.sedupon reason l one i s atUl confronted with t be 

ques'tion. of bo)! to han(lle t he problem. of evil . It reaSQn 

41l])1d. 481b.1d• 

491b19", .1 pp ", 1)a-ll9. This t b_e is alao round in 
TbEl Igiot, p" 386, and inTbe P&,ry 01. • Writ,r, p .• 19;) . 

SOtU cholaa ael'd,aev, postQ.v~~. Transl,te4 Of Donald 
Attwater (New York: 'J.lbe \<;or1d Pu'6tl0 :~ g Company, 1957.), 
pp ~ 54>~55 ,~ 
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and Ic1enQecannot 8\)lv8 the prol>lem) t.ben one Jauat attentt)t 

to ttndanotbor 801u.t1(.)n..~1 
i '_ 1 • ! - . I ' ~ !I ' is l£ ~ ) it'!! - !!i 

'l.ooS'toevalq1nClUded the, poaalb111ty of t.il. 
uG:ryatl,al Palace* th«ery wo.rkl1lg 1n tlt. artie,le, ft'lhe Vft ... d1ct , It 
in Th! "11M of a~it.et" ., "And, ' 1na>1Y, .. et1; ".re one to pro.sum. tbe poas1b111t. 

of t.hat tal •• bout manf. ultimate, att.ai.'tlment ola 
ration.l end .c1~nt11i.c ()rs.ni •• t1o~ of liC. on •• .nil .­
•• ~. on.~o bal." ••.• this tale .and the future n.pp1n."s 0 

aD, the ttbGU&b~ it.aU tb$t, b.cau •• . ot 80lne inert laws, 
llltur.tound 1" ~1.0'."'ry to tQrtor., 'tb$fA t,bou •• nd •• nd 
tnouqud. ot y •• re belo",. grl:l'ltlng them that l1app1ne8$ '" 
tihia tbou&ht 1t •• l! iaunbea.rabl)' repulsive. lU'l4 if you 
dd to r.Ms t.het tbis v.1"Y na\ur. wh1<:b,.fina.lly /I had ad· ... 

Ir.littU man tONJpineso 'w111,fol' lOme ~ .. aon:l' t/Ot'lJ.QrN'i!! 
find. it nec.sAt"Y to 0011'111"\ all tM.s into zero deepite 
• . 11 the .uttering wlth which man1d.n4 bas pa1d lor ttlt 
~pp1n •• 8 and .. w:natt,. tUGS; 1mpol"tant ,. witbout eye: 
both.71ftlJ to cOllc.al th1.a from my consc1otutn,e.'lt 6. it 
4i,d coneila). It . tl"Olll the cow ... wil17-n111y" the~e arla~. 

at am:l.uJ1na. but ,aleo unbeuably oad, . t hougbt,: f\'ihat i, 
'-an baa b •• a plaeedon e.rth to.t' .!XIe impudent aperlment­
.. Ju.t EOf' tbe purpo.. olaacerta1n1ng whetber 0,," {'lot 
'tM.. cnature is &oinS t ,o .~1Y. on .arth? t 'rbe prin­
cipl ..dn ••• of tb1. thought. 1. 1n t be facti thab bere,. 

tain., there 1. no pi1t-1one, noon. haa condu,cted. th 
oxper.1Ul4nt ,; tbe.re i.. no one "Q, 4a.mn, ei.n¢8 every-tbi.n 
simply cam. to p •• , a. 8 rtulult of the inert law. of na­
t~., wb:i.cb 1 ~o' not Wlderatanct at all., and with wh1c.b 
9Qnac10\l$neu 1, al'ogetbtll" ull.bie to r.eonu11.U~at1f'. ft 
(p. 47~. ) 



be Tower- of' Sabel 

The 1dBa o,f 't 11-. "'Tower of aabel" 18 dGft~ibed in .$ 

kind of · p1et.1U'&·t imagined, by VersuovJ 

4) 

I picture t o my.elf • ,. .. that w ... 1. at. "an enfi and 
strife ~ .. ceo.ed, Att_r cur ••• t pel:t:1ngwlth Jftua. M4, 

••• s, ,has ¢omt,t s, lull, and men. .Fe l.eft, alon •• a,ccoro­
itl~ to their de,ire; . t he ~t i d_ .ot eld baa left ~bem, 
the great source of atrwGth that t iUthen bad nourlsbe ' 
and toate,reel them lIt.$ -v8n1a.lling l ike tbe maj.,et1esun 
(Se1[',t1ng i n Claude Lo~a1n.t is plctu.re,. but, it Was IS01!Ui)1:1' 
t;,lle l.art. 4410t bum.an.lt-1" atl.d men sudcltnly, uu(htrbtood that 
t hey .... l. a quit.e alone .. , and at onCQ felt "'erribl 
forlorn . I tutv'. never .... 'been abl,tto p1t;t ure men un­
gr4.'.1'ul "and VOMll tJ'tup1d.. l.e.en left forlorn woul d belin 
toQ d,.a.. tog.tll .. ,more c10.e11.114 $OFe lovin.ly; the' 
would c),utch one another's handa, reali-'zing thttt th~ . 
were, 1111 tha~ ••• lett tor one .nother' Tbe $l' •• t. i dea 
<;)1 i_Ol"ta11~1 wou.14 bave van1abd and 'Ubey 'WGuldhav 
~o till :ita pl ·aQe,.;and aU t he ••• ith ot lov., l,avtehed II) 

·ol.d \lpon HUl. whO w .. a ~rt:.l, 1Itolald. be turned upon the. 
whole ot .natu.r-e, on t ho world. on men" on evv-,' bladG ot 
~ •••• They would 1nov1t.bly !t~" to .love t lul •• nba 
11£e .a t hey &raduaUy b.'cQllJe .ware 01' t heir own tl'.ne­
i tory end t 1nl"t t nature .. an4 witb • special love, nota. 
ot old , t .ney lIoule beg1n 'to ob •• ne ail<l would d,iacov.r i 
~at\.l'" phenomena and aeQX'et ,. wh1cbtb.,y bad not. euapected 
b.lor., .tor they would look on, nature w1t.h new .y •• , as ' 
10vU' lookS-a, on bia bel:oved. Oi"awakeniJ\g they w~ul4 
na.ten '0-0 k;tes one ano-tner, eager t.o lov., lmo,dng that 
tho Mya .• l"e obort. an4 'that 1:. • . 11 that 1a lett. them. 
1'hey "~ld wo~k tf:j~ on. aaot.her. and ea~h, llould g1ye U, 
all 'that be had to aU" and by that 'onl y tfoul:d.ba h 
iV,art ,ebl1d would tno. and ("Gel ,~t •• ,., one on ~ 

waato'1l him 1.1lce . ' r.tber 'Jf\dmotb~r. t!ro ... moltrow may b 
~y 1*_ ii"" t ... c;:b on. would 1ih1rdit". looJting at 'h. sett 

l\m;twt no _toter" I an.11 4J..7 but all t hey wi ll ra-
.lnand. an ... ~h_ 'their cbi ldren,.' and tllat tbOuaht that 

t.b" y w111 rem.tn, I.lvays .t lQvll\& and aa ~1o\t$ eve,. 
•• ch oth ... , .auld I"eplae. the thou~t of 1U.&t1~ b"1'0l1d 
1>be tomb., Oh. thq \tould be in he .. e to loVe, to' atitle 
the sre., M~W !nth.1r' hearts. 1h.1 tfouiet '. b!$: Pt'OU 
:nd ~J'.ve, ,tortnemsel •• I$" butt woul.:4 VOV t1m1d tot' on • 

• netherJ ••• ry .ne would t.remble tot' t be lUe aA4 happi .... 
n.sa 01 .a~bJ t.hey would aot he •• ~ed ot i t.a now,. and 
'WOuld l). cfll"e •• 1ng aa !f:b11dren. U •• t ing, they "oul.d. l ook 
at 0". an.th~ w1tb de'e:p aad 'tbou&}ltful .1... and f- · 
thel r .,.ee wott1d be love and fJf;)ft'Oth ••• 52 

i ' l[ u • kI . . i!:ti t . ~ 

'':DostoevIlCz Ii @ ' W"" ... "' ..... ·rl 
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O$toevs~, .in commentin 

bis Qlf.n artiele, nth. Vox-di ut," (t.amln$$ the poa:d.bil.lt.y 

0/ l.iving 1n order t .O 'Work l'cr the fu\j\u~e ba,ptt1nestiS of man ... 

kind. He :utys tb 

or uu/£er1ngf" but 

nimoue thought and one tl.Ul 

. t his 4:ream 'Were at:c..alnable. t.h 

61n311t an90ue r.ea,l l.znt ion t~t, after .u~u,r.1n£ 00 mu.eb ,for 

the nt.ta.Ult'1'HIlnt of tbat dr~am" fMnki.nditaelf woul<l flvontu-

ally be .Mih11.~ed wen kills in one t.h5:t very love, 0 ," 

•• a n k1.nd. ·~U,ra114rly i t has be-an cibsl.n"ed 1n3.tlY a t ime that 

i n a t~Ml'l.Y dy1nt from atarv,at1on, latb.r and mother - Y1lh 

at. length the G'uUering of tbol z- child.ten gr'.$w 1ntol.era,'ble ... 

b 

b He 

aS4\.ltta that the very rea11 •• t.ionthat ofte 1& unable to at ... 

levie;t'eth. wtter1ns,s of maMinC ftme qenvm l!! Wf'l 

!At1l:!Uf'Slr mlPrlt1a4 .wa .I, bUr@Q st., a ... 54 DOO'toovolq 

oncl.u4es t hat '10'10 of menklnd 

out t.ith in the lmmo~.llty of ,' II loul." 

oesible w1th ... 

'!OreG •• 1" f contrary 'to tne, ide. ~ha' 'la1th 111 , i ,.or'" 

t.1Uw dilu', •• a. matl f • love tor, and 1ntorG.'~ in,,. , tb1e 11t9. 

it i.s t.he pNlrJlaQ of .t.~n.l lit. tllJlt ~i •• It Illan all tbe 

or.atpon81y teo •• rt". 

e,.. ,\b.re 18, a o.~ .. ln8 oontra41(1)ionc 11 tb.~. 14 80 
rueb Itt .... tha~ 1 •• t l in .. d41tion to earthly exietenee 

'ther. i. :In immort.l one .... wby ahotlldone 1). tl"e,Ulurln, 

-40~'41 • 
• 

p . ,'41 . 
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o llighly his eartbl.y life' Arul yet., the contrary is 
t.rue, .inoa only w1th faith in hi$ l'mmo(l"t,al1by does 081\ 
cGmprehend the full mean1ngot hie f',at.1onal deat.1n,atlon 
of earth. However,. without the faith ttl , hi. 1~ol"t4l1ty* 
an's ties witb Garth are severed., they grow t.h1.rl!lHt" and 

more put;l'.schlnt>. wlt11Ell the 1()88 ·0,£ tohe tfubllm,t m~.ntn: 
f lite (felt. at lit.at in tbe fo.rm of uno.OO$ctOllS an .. 
ish) inevitably le.ads 'to $uiaide. '; 

,af''t. a: com'Ultt~ t:toela11et, Who. cam$ to reali.e that. 

the "'ld •• ttutt st.u.tiline« me:,i haa utt.erly gQfl$," eom.itted 

UlOid_,S? pd tvan; w.b.o «u?1es that he doea not want his body, 

With i~., lUtt.r1nBsa.n~ its shOl"tcounga t to ,8sn_ 8UlplY .a 

aura to.r' tne .fUture· barmony j , ••• tbat 'tbe only a.ltematJ; 

18 to QGm1t au-icide. Right now b1e yout,band hi. 1r,-.tiona­

love of 11te 18 Sf;) $trQlli that it w1Unot peJ"l'ilit tt't bLit b 

the. ~m. he 18 thirty, b. figtlr •• he .111 be :re,dy to ttlflav. 

the cuP. It~ 

oliO~kY • ape.kina to a&-rQupof young ftadicals, 

Ol'l.ruus Up other o,bjfletlone. to this p" •• ,poe11ti,on that men. 

wlt.bout Clod,. will choose 'to love on. anotoner-: 

nG wh, &hould 1 b.. 'bound to loye my nelghbour,. or YOt1r 
tutu ... humanitv whien 1 .hall l'UW'.1'" ••• , .hioh will never' 
know anytbtq about .m., and w)U.ob wl11 ttl its tum 01-­
.;pp •• r and leave· n-o . trace (time count. tor notbtns in 
trdll). "hen the ~rt.b in .:1trs ~urn 1fill be chanttecl intO' 
ie.b.!"g, .and will fl.y ott into tbe vo1.<1 with an infinite 

lt1,tu(ht, c;t.otber .1mUat' iceberga, it ' " ttl. moet •• nae ... 
1 ••• tlUng one could; poaeibly 1~gin.. 'hat ' e: your 
teachina. Tell me wby ! ~ bound to' be 80 noble, ~.­
pecially it l :t ell 1 ... ,. only' tet" • 'momentt59 

says that th.ere ill nothing tlor, difficult than to an ..... r 

':6Xh1d• . PP. '41-'--

S7nolltio4lvskY, It AIM IOUP}:I. Pl". 66, 181 . 

,e1)Olitoev8ty. i'he llF2theri,K'h!!Ieoy, , . 214. 

59no,stoevskY • A +11- !PM):b, p. 18. 



tne qt., honourabl.?ff60 Be had 

ri6'nd 1:n $chuol~ LQl!tbel"b,. who honestl y leltt.hat, it, would. 

t v$' bUt ttl'04t 8at.1efs<:t,1on to eat tao.to sad bread wh1.1e t b 

'01' t he poor to1~rG G)"ing of flt.nation . t>o.13oruky 

"sIts them how ~lG: i G to flxpla1n, to b.n 'l!by he $hol:.},ld 

hO-UJ)rabl... What p08$i.ble reason t:Quld ",h,ty Q·,rer toraet! 

in one waY if the of1VOlite were more e.o hie l ,dvantas_?61 

Do.to'.'¥'~ky PI).,. the, $ qu._"tom in It letter t" 

tt • L. Oarddo't', '.b., 1879, it there ia no Qod or personal. 

, .... ortal1ty,. whY 10 CH10to 11'1. deoentlJ _tt ~ goo4" if one 

disc ir:re"ooabl1 bel"e b~Qw? 

app-Olntedday" and let, tile r.~ ' 

not cimply live eat one ' 

It one 1. clever 

ItlOur,n net 't o ba c.ug1\", by the law, whY not kl11", ro:b,. atea,l. 

"ot' at 8'11y rat. live $1, tbe e~o..'1$. or otb.-r.? For I ohal1 
, , I 

di e" and all tbe reet wl11 (ti e ~mcl uttel"ly va,~l~. fJ 

r ,he.r .. 1s .. ot ceu.:ree,. .. , p.:rtu;m«t1a ,$cltAiotl it men re .. 

fuse to voluntarily e$tabll$h tb~ ft48rtta l".d15«. ~h$y 

9,0; Ql'U~1on to wili_, 

SbJ.galoY al'l'lves,. tle 1$ $omewnat, perpl~ed b,y b1$ O\~n dat. 

and oy tha tact that bia eonelu:d.on 1. a d.1ruct (fontrndl.o'" 

t. l rm of the orig1nal j,dea from '" ,. be :stal'"'t edl ""Start ing 

t7!om. uIll.tm1t~d tr'GHldol'!:;; t a~1vo 4t \U),lltn1ted diil$t;rOti Bm. lt 

lthougf) be ad:mlts 'that h been :-edu.ced to despn11' , he 

" ~:#!z~d. ~ p . 7'7. h~. 

·62 
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is eonvlncedthat there 1s ne o1;ber eoluu1Qn to the $Ot;i,a,l 

~l."Qbl.em . .... ) lie svggest,. tha~ maalt1n~ be divided into twc; un ... 

-qual parts. 

lete power () 

absolute 11ba.rty 

bs, who would .' 

Com. 

't.h~ other 

ive UP all i tuUV1dual1ty • .rid l)eQoml a h~rd., Tl\rQ\1gh bound ... 

loas S'ul:)m,1ssion., and. by a &el"1&Q or t"ctsenerat1ul)o,. tbey 

would attain pr1maoval. lnnt)conQo, SOJ;1tthlng 11k~ 1ih. tta,r4 

of lild.n. go"ever, they would nave to 'wor'k. 6lt Ue pr()po~ a 

... tem fitr ,spying as. mG~n3 tor d.riv'tu'l tl\~ot the1.r tree ... 

dom and tranetorrnlng tnom ir.to a h9rd. ery m~mber or the 

IJoci.(!ty 'Would spy on t.bb others, and ttwoul<l be h't.a duty. ~o 

1ntorm agaln-tlt '~hem. Al ,l ~ou1d b~ .taV8$f but they wou14 be 

qual 1n theSr 81«V&171 end although jn~xtr«ne daa's slentL 

,aud Mder wbuld Dt:t ativ<>cRted, 'tone ut it would 

be ~h. eC}Uall ty'. It 'W()uld bo l'lEHlel;J1)t')' J of eO',Jra~ f to l~\fet' 

the level of eduoat.1oll, Icten~e, 4md ".len1Hh A bigh level. 

.ot .d.ue.t1<rn and ,eienee .i.e f.!P.l.y pO$$1ble tor ~he great in-

toll.cta, t.he: SG'aiety t 'c nt. r id of t • 
Great in'tellQcta ha:1V<J' always d.bne, mQr$ herm 'tn4t:l g<>-od ta8 they 

1n6Yit.ably 8&1.9 power and become ~ 

to be bsnieh.ed or put to tJeat.b.6 
"bey wouldbav 

fjleero will have hie to,njUG out cut I Copend.tnus wj,ll , bave 
hi. ey.. put out., Shak,speal'$ 'W::tll be fton9d ... tbat t • 
h1ga,lov1d. 81..,,,0,& are bQund to ~ee-~.l. Tb.~l!'o he. 

'Q.ever be.n .itbe,r .freedam Qr et},u&li'ty 'Witb()u.t dospotism, 
but in the herd there 1$ bound, ~() be .qualitYI and tba,t' ~ 
$h!sel oviem,66 

~ '~'! 'n . $! !(." - fijI" -!I!P" _ . p :--"X . L. - - ) . , . 

63f)OGtOGV$~, 1ft ~~.sae!§~,d" p. 409 .. 
,q.;bi4 • • pp. 410-411. 65ib~d •• p. 424,. 

66~ • • pp . 424..,,42$ . 



Tb!) one tbing t hat. is nOQQoaary in t he world 1s dis ... 

o1p110e. Culture. 11, t 1.($$ OJ' lov. a1mply i1~01.llU' the de .. 

ire lor proP$rt.y t and too lUst bt) dest1,i'Qyed. In 

~der to that, USG would bo m.ade of drunkenness, ¢is!", 

.na, and 1net''Id1bl"S of):"tupt1on,. Every ll:(i$t'\luB would b 

l&d in. ltu Wane1, and e.vet"fone would be reduced too a 

common (1(;111 l,nre wou14 b. abaolut ~ J) ... 

olut. · loss ot individuality; but 

woul.d haY_ hook, and begin Bat to a eer ... 

tQ1n pob\t ,simply e 

OoatQevaky Baw -. 

that denied Ood or 

lenOG and alavory. I 

oX'tal1,ty .ft 

,t to btl11d " ~oc141, syet. - ." 

in Vin ... 

ca-nwO-.'1t. inlt o. 

the So·c1s11.st leadertJ ot the day ~ 11e84)"0: 

i t all tibese m04~tl . sublime teaahV3 'be ,.f.-VUlt (Il'itpl.e op­
portunity t o 4eatroy the old aooej,et:y and 'tobui14 1t up 
.new. t h(ire weu.ld rf)eult $Iell a 4(l1"klu).sa, auch ehao,9~ 
lOlltet.b1ng so coarse, .$0 blinc,. CM) inbuman,thltt.he en ... 

t 1\,". ed1f1ce would. orumblQ ta~,.y to t'tie 4cccompanitUbt of 
the maled1etion's of' tlank1nd, ~V9li \,lefor. 1t. would tinal1:1 
bave been cone'tl'Uete<i. 1bo htwen mlnd" O,no.e havi~, . 
j ected Ot.rlet , tlay a'tt.1n ext.r,aord1na~y r·o.u-ltB. ~ 

lloeto .... nky .1~':O sew t he possibilitY' of an ttV 

torribl. form of the ".cr'tbly .... one whicb would not 

onl, en.":l • . .-e nuen phY81c&11y, but wou14, in Christ' D name .• 

de.priVE} tbem of t.hat wr..1cn eon~1tut-e. them man, lljml)ly, 

their :t'l"tted.OUl of eonecl.uee., He t~ltthat the Roman Church 

'7 Ibid . f p .. 425. 

6tll)Qstoevsr;y J '" U~ -n""",l.. ·-A= , •• my"'. 
b • $ ~ ,~ . . @ 

• lS1. 



a ~tt inA. to do t 

Qb€)l bu1lt in t be 

or tho Or 

6':1 "'n4 bis vi," 

\i t;I$llS Cbrl $t ie dCDcr1b 

ltor. 

lIne Grtm4 In(ll)i ui.t or, ut r.!v1nn for perfooti.on h:t.m"" 

~' 

elf, camoo ~o reali l e that the majorit y of kif: k 

ould nGVut' b(t ubliIt to tre(t.rimlJ; i n lilt'der 

to co:~pl and att~ln the ttt'eot idoal of ham()n 

tOl:" tilQlli<:ind. lfe oeea that "nothing 'but t h(, advion of the 

.t drea4 rolt. ,could build up any toldat'Bbl(J sort of 11 -

tor th~ teoble f unruly; i ncor"pl.e1;o .. ompirielil creatUi"e6 

.t.e-d 1u jost.n70 And 30 , he turns back nnd ou.t 'Or "love. 

C~;)tQ lYi~ 

t heir QOUit OZ't • 

t.o 

in ora 

ee:a t hnt 

'hriat ~"e tit • 

o enS-Ul! 

\\"1 'IJUl 

ir . Fr"eedom 0111:1 br1n,g'l" 

f Cau.s1ng t !'.em t ,o rebel and diQA .. 

tr$e thou.t;ht ,l\d $oie'U.ce. \dll. 

lead them into .,u,oh strai t-G 4nd will br'lM -them t'ace t o tace 

1nevlta,~1 

net to' 

'Wlth$:uch t.14"(l1$ Ind 1nsQl.~'bll ecr1es, that aonto 0' t ne., •• 

the r1ero~ and 1'41001110\1::', ~d.U '<.t Ot:lt roy ttlmnliJtU.v·ee, others 

.rebelliou8 'but weak, will destroy O:lO ,another., \,lh11e the 

:t .. will orawl fawning t-o our feet &n4 

'Whine to • ' ttG "oti alon. ,0$8 •• 5 141 

,t ; snd aom. back t o f C>U. qve UCl from ou.r·selvGel flt?l 

09- )11; 'lh _ 

slty f ~ _".A-"'" · tt"'~' '-'''"~V:: Itt e:'tJ.,l·", .. JQ .... ,..,. r-
"',," !dliIIIi , $'" _.. .. 

• .110. 
7'1 . f'V!.. 
l~~d •• pp. ',~·307. 



t!'! 

t hat !.t "­

that ma" 

:v an ~ainS't t 

r uulldo t 

l")t 

') 

t 101 . , .£11y 

.r~GeaQ:e au 

O'\l 

f'1I11ow bl indly. 

t, 

bel iew"J t4a.t bucauoe i t ni ll them. ot t ho 

tb • 

t10nfl tu t ,hu p,r oblom of ov.il Gnd'$ in co:n ... 

l ettily dest or moau1ng t hat man 

If .In tact it level QS: t ho f'ant 

he Grand InqU~Q1tOl· 1u .at heism, 15 

Uoatoev ulor iloQld load t o not,h!n{t 01B&. 

"he t~n ... eod 

,here it; one more pO$s1bl$ :ltaulution" to t he prob-

1_ of enl. t ,hat, i $" t o' deny tn. el€1a'enee ot ev11 and di .. 

ytnt". tho ... i ll or .man.. reeult1ng in the . "t10t4, °all ~}l1n, ' 

r e, lawful . tt TbeJ'e .• '1'. !'CiUr ma,jor cbaracters who ta,ke th;t-

:1;;&0'0$ anl1 att.~pt to l1v.out i ta 1mplicat1ot1aU 

_tlvroftin# ,Raakol ntkov ~ and Ivan. 

73!bi de, • 30!l" 74;t b1d,. t p . 30qe 

.. 310 .. 

1rUlo'v, 



1"'1.11 0 oltoecth ~ 
76 ott uddenl 

raal i 2les t hat evorvthir :ood . it 

1ec of hunger Qr if a~yone lnsult$ ~ftd ¢u~rage$ 

l i ttle girl., is that also good? It:1r:\.11ov answer$, 

Yest 

t;ell, $t:avrog1n th.lt he prays to, .ve~fthi , v t o 'th 

.pld.ar cr,awling Gn t tle lfsll. fl~ look. at i t a lld t.luudtait 

tor I'Z:!!'Aw11 
~~ 

,." 

Stn,(:& t.he Q ,0,£ Klr111oy, " alt'eady been 

J it 1$ neoQ,:;qry t-o reatot.G ,"I 

br1.~l.y '.h.l'eth1a pbil !os'ophy lad hUh Uej-eoting GotJjJ be 

51 

not only 4.n108 tb.~ ,.x13t.ence of evil tlnd l\\oralitYiJ but OGtae$ 

to ~h. conolua1.on 'that h. hlmulJ' l aGcxI. n. ae •• hi •• talf 

•• the Man- god whe> JllIUat teaob that aU are good and 10 .md 

the "01."1",. u. intend. to b.coote to.e ... 10,1" 'oftbe l\uu. 

race by the .. or1£lc. of h14 own 111... tlr.n$l()I"li.1in& 'tb • 

• art.h and ","'c1"'e,t lng the next generation phY,I J.aaU y . R 

8cblev. t bis •• lvatlof.li byoomm1\t104 wield •• 

"1r1110"" 1$ th. moat extrcne 0 ••• et the r .. n ... god 

tyo.. and the abSUl'dit.y of hie position i a evidenced by the 

conelu.abm t o wbich h:e eame. 

St.atl1rogin 10 " man who i s rIOt tak.n in b1 the ide, 

76Doetoev 

77 ~ • • p. 240. 
78I b1d. , p. 241. ............... 

';l 
~. 

'7911314 . , p . 241 .. 
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that. e1'Y11iltlt1on could be tounded on t he pr tnc1ples of 

loi.noe and X'cuuson; nor does hB bel i e.ve that atheistiC:: so ... · 

c1a118lU. which inti:llda to ~atab11$h lteti£ fmolus4,vel.YQil ~b 

eJ.el1'i4nta ofac:i&nc(t and reason, CQul4 ev ... work.oO Hut h . 

has flO Go4.and so haa lost t he distinction bet •• en good ani 

N11:Q
). "I have neit her t h\1 t.Gllng nOl" t.he kMiitl.eclge of 

.oQd an.ct eVil , and, not onl y hav$ I lost t~le:uu~ ot gt')od and 

Vi I, but good and evil really do t.tot .nat (and thls pleased 

e) and are buts prft;Judice; I be 11'.' ot aU preJud.1ce ... 1# 

bu1' at the va, cbleva t~t treaclo &~ll 

r1sh . .. Q.a aecauee Qf 'tid.s , he becom •• unabl e to make a ~ 

deoi sion ci ther £or good or tor ev11. ~eryth1ng he does 

t.end. to l). lukewarm and r id1cllloue. ae fin4e· equal beaut, 

iQ good and !nevU. U} .and at t he am. t. .1Jl1:Q a. he 1.adoln.,., 

Vile thinss, he. :itt .e.r1eualy engaged in the etuQy of t he .... 

ology ~ 64 Shatov a"cu.e.. StaYrogin o.f eowia8 t .be ••• da of QOd 

in his h •• rt;wbil e ." the same time he lit •• WeC't1 

i t b tbe tal.e." ~" whlCb bl"O'U~h't ' 'to bu_ci ty 

and oventually &Ui c.ide. Shatov 4eelar.. to S'tavl'Ogl 

i r l 11ev 1. hi. own creati on; anll yet at tone aame time it 1& 

zttavroe:l n who i s 'the flither of ShatOY'. tatth. 8S· Sbatov 

asks b1Jn it he i s an ath.lot, and StavI'Og1n .,tf,Wer. -yes." 

8ay:1ng t.bat b. we. an athei st at tn. t .1m. lle Was it1et.1111n 

~l;08e, 1d .... ~nto Slua:tov' $ . bea4. bu.t;al,o •• y .• 1:1., waa not 11i 

,,-. 801bW. , .p . 

21b14 • • 

-4ab1d • • 

• 71 .. ", 

• 70/+ ... 1 • 

-lib,&d. " p. 2'1. 

j i,!lid. . P . !:1 ,. 

$t Jald. , p. 251 • 



when he though be had faitb .. 

l"otired Bishop" 

Tibon. wttn e. full writ-tenconte·es1on .conceming a I 1ttl 

1"'1 he bad 'V101at,d Qnd driv~n to sa1oid(h 

:3 

llot tb,. worse he (;Oll11"lti:t t. 

crime, although he 

;87 bu~ he 1s :s 

' 11uQ,:tnat1one of the devil, \lib1ch 1e: only h~" 

it i ~ 

fro: 

variou.-

to.nne. " 

He wanta to publish the Qonte.a1Qu out of a need: for 

ishmen,t and publiC chast1a .nt. u9 Howwer". t1bon tl"'i 

to dissuade hit':1; tor &ltlloUgb Stavt'Qg1n se to 'Went to ap-

~eal to. t h. jttdgtnent 0,1 'h~ tloo1.e Cbu.rch.. h~l do.. not be ... 

liove in the Church, ud it 1$ 8$ though be is alreadY 

hating and deslJi&lng in advance .ell those who "Ul roead what 

he nilG 'UI'lttfln .. ben 1.n b:tn 1ntentJ.ol'1 

to publl.b 1t. !!bona,de. bia 1t h$ w:ill be able ttl oe4r ,not 

only peopl e '. I hatred, buttholt' laugh~ •. r . ,,1 Sta'ft'og1n ia 

taken ab.ck by t bia although be tutti .. forebodiag tbat 11bcL 

would tind him r1.dleulou., "- H, aaka T1hon what 

r141cul.Olle toblag about hi8 confession, and T1bon antfWCl"a: 
-, ! " ' . ' 11 

'1l!!!l., p. a,2. 
7"b1d .. ", Jh 11', . 

~ . 1l1A. , p.. 696.. U'HJtQev,s1cy did notaoc4ljtt .he g ... 
1st.noe 0 - • n11s. ptr me,1 ••• l'he ,IUna -'itt _ • Wr;ltet, p. 191. 

'D!4. , ]i) .. 101. 

901bl\$l It , p .. '120\. 

!1J:blrd . .. Ih "{i .. . 

921 bid" 



lhQ ~gl.1ne$$ of it. w11l 1>..-111 , it. • • • I t i s a trul~ 
unbeaut;.li'ul er1me. Cr imoa, no rr<8.tt·er wMt they $I'e . are 
the U10St i.w,POG111S1 tbe mor!!) ,p1ctureequ$., 00 to ' opGa:k, t he 

re 'blood, the IltOl"enorror tbe~. la:, bu~tbeN are truly 
.".ful., di sgraceful cri JnGs wh.t,eh are not redeemod by 

horror .. • . 9} 

T1hcn &'lumeeteanotb.eJ> penen,eefor $tavro&if,lC 

... QUare poe •• etum by ed.air. tot' 1 , 
sacrifice; Gvercome 't bis deSire" t OQ, put asi de the 
abeote a..'"l4 YOW" inttnt i .ou, . nd then JOU ",ill overcome 
ev_ryt.h1ng.. You wJ.ll put to $hamEt you:.r pride and your,. 
demon. to~ will end ae , v1~torf' tnll aeb1e"' • . freedom. 

n. 8,sKe St&Vl"()gin if h.e WOl)l ct beeom, novioe ,e0'''' 

cretly" too a .a.intly old berndt monkto'r f ive Qr seven yeara .. 

as lo.ng 8a he would lu:t4iid . At t hi8 auoestiQn, Stavt'oS1n 

toelll htm1n • ,(llagu$ted v010e to "qui~ it" and he r1$e8 t o 

leave. 7
' 1'1llOn rle1t8" too, and ata,nd1na before h1m, .xclai 

wit.b, tnte •• &l"ief 'and tear, 

• • • nner j poor l:o.~ loutb. _va you .-too4 ne-a:r.r to a 
new anet more ".rt'1ble. <:l"Une t.nan at tb1s moment . • • • 
• day" an hour perhaps, betOJNJ t he gJ', • • t st." you w111 
plunge into :a new erime al$, . , •• Y w'C,. and )'QU 'W.111 cotnnllt 
i t eo1.11 to 8;vold.the . publ ication ot th ••• antets, UPQ~ " 

Sta:vro 

cb YOU now inat.t . l
, 

te ' .. a r, 1 ... _ l .• t-tor wr1t.t e~ to fJarya Pavlo 

saYs 0,' himsel.ft 

, , 

t am at.il.l capable, IIs .1 alway. wa.,Qf desiring to 
do aometbJ..ng &004, .rut of f •• line pl •• eure trorn i t.; at 
t.be .. tnt time I de.ire .'Vil and f.el. pl •• slIre froIn tb4 
too . But both, t.uLna_ .Jr. al way. too petty. and.~. 
never ... ry str'OU8' ~ d •• ires . ,.. too weak'; ' til.,. are 
RQt QIlough to gu14e m.. On a 101 'One, may 01'0# •• riv. ,1' 
but not, on ,. obip. • •• 

Aa .1:".,8 1 'blame no one. I ·v·. t.rt ec1 'tbe, depth. 01 
deb_cbGry and wasted my stl'engt;h over I t . 8tJ.t 140ft t \ 
like 'f.ice find 1, d.1dn f t;. "ant it ~ 
• • 01 ...... " . ..... .. ..... ' ..... " • " ... .. 

One me, .rgut; about e\t8t7thit'lg odl ••• 1Y~ but ~m. 
\otb1ltg hi" come 'bu.t negation. wi:ttl no ar •• tu... of 
soul ,. no torce . EVen negation h •• not e01H from mu • 

• :ryt,h1ng haa always b.en pe~ty and . p1r1tl:.... lU: . .r111ov t 



'~owev(:Jl', la'ter 1.. 

Pavlovna fo' 

$Olt. a. let 

8tavroBiA 

not.e 

tile t 

ante • ry, ... 

t ho 1 

.,. ffNo did i : 

ec. '0£ soap,a.."id. an e~.r. nai l , in caD. of ne·ed.· The col"d 

uJ)on '· whloh he had bun 

:verY'hing .1ndieatetl t­

had been con$._ 

,\1,10140 bad b 

r-ed w1tb eO~'h 

.. r~eddat~; 

t he in ... 

quest. tbe Qoct.ors absQlrutely and fWpbatlaaU, rejected all 

ld.ea o.e 1nsanity. 98 

!,askGln1kov &1$0 haa rejected the "Crlatal. Pal. e .... tr 

and the uT·ower ot Sab'l.It; 

• • • 11'£'8 is only given to Ule once and, I ahaU. never 
have it again: 1 don It. _ant to "a1t tor .the ~pp1n. 
of .11". I "'ant to l tve _ m,aall, or el •• bott.er not 1.1V 
.~ .11. I 81mpl,. couldn't 11. •• 8 by _yt.QO'ther '-an1,,, 

IW.., 
');r'J;lt4. , 

• r .. v . 

p. 72:1. 

~. , l?P. 68p .. 686. 

" :0$0. 

• ... ,2vIf 



ttlli10 I wa1t ed t or th 

li<J 'eftM.& to be atlbivalent od; 

'Or atone' point. he tell$ ft,()1":t1.ry t.bat. he btll1Wes in God. 

tbe ifew Jerusalem, and L.a~aTtU~t rt&lng from the daa4. 1vv and 

y.t ho tell. Sv.tdr~gtl11ovthat l1e 40 •• not. b$11~ve a 
future l.ife" At cn.e t im(l he_peake of eall.l~ Ot\ P",OV'lc'" 

den·e~, l ... ~ but be 1\.1,,,,8\8 to Sonia that tnero might uot; b~ a 

God at 811. 10" However, Sonia 'know, that he doe. not-

11.1'e,104. . JuS. when he is in pr1aoltl' altMu8h be bad never 

tal.k.- ~o the prLfJOtu,ra abOUt! God or hi. belie.r J and he took 

tbe .aorament and went-to Ohuroh "itb t.ae othe·J>s: th. pr ·, 

on~ra .boutvd at h:i.w, infidel. 'foudon '~ be11GV 

in (lod • " . ... l P 

• wadO.J.n1kov t~1. wlththe IlOt1on t llat the idea of' 

evi l 1. " .1mply a preJ,ud1oe: ~t it fGan 15 not ;"64111 a 

cOWldrel. man, in leneral.. I ·meAn" the .hele race of mankind 

"" then 81-1 'tb$ r.st 1a prejudice, simply artifl cial terrors, 

anti 'her •• .,.. no '0'4"1.1'8 .nd i t t iii .U •• 1\abou.ld be. ,,1 

a. com.. to tbe CQficluo.1ou that all ll\etlare d.1 vide 

:1nto 1;1\. ·ol"cU"n.ary'" anti tn. ·~r.o.r41nary." AR, "~raor­

'dlnarytt man, baa an iilner right t o .4t-01de in bie ownconscl enc .• 

99,Do$totWakY .. 9E!m&.!9d ,'~n1"t!ttt p 

lOO:!l!.a. t pl' '' 220-%21. 10l:Ws! • • 

l021P19. t 1>.232. 1O)1;b14_ I 

104 10' · . ,I'b~·!l. , p" 27) . .1!!4i .. , 
1061~·U • • 11* ;cff) " 

.. 231"'~l)2. 

.. 24~. 

p. 26", . 

.. 444,. 



to commit a c 

t ial for the Pl'· 

01 

~d to traIL 

t bat all "rQ.~ 
ou_ i .. ,,I 

s th.e law if it is oEilsen-

1<1 aa I 'tfhiCh could 
107 

" 

.__ vr even men ,1; a littl 

Qtne 

~ 

'rd~ mU$.t,; 01 t.be:tr ver,y natUl'G, b. more or le,$ crlnlinal,lJ 

It. i • f cou;:':le. t hat him to 

... ur(lot' the old Ie tr ..... t hat 

" __ nd to .ofller 18 at 

,va n. 

... t ,~ co' into vower only 1f he will dare t o stoo 

pi.¢klt \lp; be llU!.G 1lI!:!. Tben. tor the t i ret t j.m6in hi. 

lUoan id •• took ahapG, in hie mind 1fb.14b h. telt no on._~ 

"el' thought ct bet01'1h ;io (>ue had ........ hacttbectAJr1ne to 
~, 1 n:...· 41 _ • , > t!) 

l07t.bid:~. " , lVlJlbld • • pp ot 219 ... 2.2-0. 
1 
~" ,- • U 0'1 lo.\o.·ot '" ~ J. . ~' # p. ", ... 5 . 



11 aond it t:.o t he devilt Ko 

w t1m;~. and t n(lt is why .nGt 

out it bo \-'ISS "4 l.Qua~ 11l 

or ,.n to 

<Nor barl'i ers or not., wb.eth 

01' not . wheth~r he 'Was a: ;;'1" ~· 

t o 

dr~aturb or wh~th~ 
112 t hG r ight to k.ill. 

uo. 

p:l.G¢t;:Ii;J. 

iVlm borere bo act.uQ,lly commi tted tbl~ devil bl s r>t'R"" 

th w eh i4aasW/lfl 41'iv1n.g hUn t o 111tH)·85. it ~ 

d:'el~ troC! ove.ryone~ :aoH'tlmes not. even 

1Dl i n toll' 

After the w:\lrdu~ • 

yS1call 
he 

'tQ 

a •• ld •• hU bcn.tt. ctd.el1..-1wa ·and. feVv.he beg1Jus 

't o b. awan Cf.t .-&10 .,tta.tton or a80,il1.1og, eY.n~lla$tln, · · 

.,:o,m in b.le 4lOul.U5 He hA'w 

na tof.(!l "an Ulmo(l:sul"&ble, almo&t. pllyslu,al. rowlsi 

tor everything wn-ounditlfi biIll, an obct.llu,ta. mal.ignant 1 •• 1. 

~~ of hatred. ,,116 Even his moth .... and.1stV' 'whom, heha4 

,Ul.J;b!Sl_ 

1131bid t 
~ 

~' 

11StbiJ . "". 

112lb1dt • , . )46. 
~, 

U4,D.!!!_, p . 2)1. 

2 . 1161b,~d . II p. 71;1. 



loved him. He fe$le an o~mo 

by,e1Gal hat:'l."ed for th~ and cannot bear t.o 
U1 1m,. 

10 comea t-Q x-eal1to t.hat did not just rnurderthe 

old wcmll ... - . WWL·U,Uroo. hUtlG<:I~t; Inca.nabl 

U' tact , he us 3.e Q 

t onQ point he thinks Q.£ nd baa a hard 

IU: 

ki U~ hi mi;119 but fin all' ~~d 00:'1-

to 1'.b 

louse J..1lte 

hi: 

. that ther 

dat 

120 ol.1co. 

l ' ~1 

e~. BalJl(oJ.nllr:oV do.as not con ... 

1" tbat he is weak,121. a 

convinced 

h God ~ or 

Xl !nay not o'Yer • 

3.1.11 1,().,~rGtt 

·!an- god . 

",,~ol.Jltkovt 0 sto·;ry is a 

Qcsteovsky spoUt! out th.e conQ~us·1on to ·w,. 

woUld htav., 0 t ne ~d not ntuall tVerted. H 

:ari'bfts t.hat O()~ racter at SY1.dri~ailov 

who 18 a kind ot al~er-eso. 'l'_t Doa'boG'V~y lnt-onds tor 

lv1dri".U.oy, to be an alt.er ... Qg3 1s lndle$ted in a uW'llbe.r' Q 

.. 1aceJl: tv " ~ .t.r8; a.akf)1n1koY 

sleep .;ad dr~L,.M. awakens t.o t1nd Sv 1<1riga1).Qv Glttin, 

11711:>14 . , p . 2)2. , ... . 231. 

11'''' T~~A L" ~., p . ~"". • 1.35 . 
1211b14. , pp. ~2;, ~J . p • .;,..., •. 



ther$. but 1e not" 81;lre 41'. first, i f it 18 etj,ll II part. a 

draa,lfl. l2,) Sv idr1gailov says that there 1s somethiq 1n CQ,m ... 

04 bet,ween tbel!~" that when, he oam,$ tn an.d 

,a,sl, •• }), he said "here f $ t.be man . ,,124 SVidrJ .. , 

t l(oV' 

Fanqyina t 

him; 12 

out. ftaekoln1kov tha .. ~ 1e lik_ 

lat 8,skoln1kOv $ke Uh ",W 

rhtailoy. onv1o\u,ly tearing 'that SV.idrigailov tQ only 

his own ballU0:1nat10l).1«.u ne 't-h1nlce abo\{' all "he, 

time, :La? and 18 obl!l$se&d witn tne tho\ltbt that SVldrinilov 

dOI".r.1ng bil) IbO't$teps . l " 

A.ltbough Sv1driga11Gv tell.o llounls thl!l<'t he ha, tb-

eame theory .. , 

wnat theyeould 

lntkO'v # 127 RM\koln.1kQV cannot 

ommon. 1JO ite oan eEl' no 81 

betw!!ten thei :l'" evil- d,oinga. I1nd feels that S' .i t iov i 

d 

prayed. undoubtedly e.UfL,"i'1n 

a11gnant . u1ll 

vidr1'l!a11ov !! depraved. He h.,.d outl"a.g.d • l ittle 

1r1, driving ber to 

v • .nt "0 suiei de .,ll' 

uie1d& .• l.:lA end had: also driven. I eel"'" 

e meet .l ikely ,killed his wU"e:114 fl:ld 

l ie he 1~ tJ"yl1'lg to eedu<)·e Dounia # be ts rom.rteln~ wi.th 

d 

very yowllit girls. 1J1 He 1& alsQ vulgar., In his fil"st conver .. 

lju I1U,g . , liP" 

125,\}.i~, . I .~ . 

12'7lb1g., p. 

129II?;d. it 

131!'b!4. 
• 

~. , ,iI . 

, ....... ~;;; , 

" 
1. 

• 

1. 



satlon 'With RaakolnikDv be $ays: 

w. alwaYG im.agine s,tof'nity as 80metbing beyond out' eGO'" 
tion, sometb1ng vast ~ v.st. . But. whY mU$t it be V;fu~t, 

loot.ad of all that) what. if' it 's one 11t,t'le roo",. 11k 
a bath hOlilae in tho countl7" black and grimy and spider 
h'l ••• 17 comer, and 'that ' a all e,ternity 191 I Some"" 
timee faney it. like, ~h.at . l 

1 

H.e adds that be woul.d ¢enainly h4ve .ade it t.hat. Tot u 

~~nd8 a cold <:hl11 through naekolnikov. but uilmedlately ,a£te~ 

that, SVidr11.11ov makeat,ne comment that, they at-e, "birds 0 , 

teat ,her. ,,137 

In..1:" l •• rning ,ab(Ult Rsekolnikov f'l'Jc:riro..,13! 

Vidri&a:tlov wsn't. 'to to' •• eape, but only on COn"" 

d.l;ta,on that t)ounia live 1:.n 'to h:1:lIl. 'When ahe l"et'uu.e. h. ,roes'" 

••• that .ba 'Would nav..- be ' i abl~ ~ love b1m; and this l"a ... 

dueef" him to 4 •• p.ei,. ~ 1 

t n1£ht ne bas • dream ebotlt a five year 0,1«1 

hillS. lie find" a littl .• girl, .et 8;ld n'W'lib with cold. flDt1 ... 

dled in the oorridor. Ue brings, her in to h1.8 bed, undress. 

and cove ... her. litO Later he ,oe$ tQ ••• ; it' she 1.' asleep; 

and wb11e b.., is looking at hal",. 

1,;, "'Ib;d. , 

13?ibi:d .• 

1391b1d• , 

« 
_ ... , 

• 400. 

• l;)w~. . p . 24) . 

13g'P'1d. . p. 40; . 

140"'liid, t D'. 41, . 
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tace of a 1reJaoh harlot. :low both eyes opened wide; t hey 
urned a glow1nt;. shamel •• $ glance upon him; ~hey 

lau,sbed, .invited him" ••• 'rhel"CI wa. some'th1ng intin­
_t8l)' h!deou$and ahooJd.n..~ in, that l'U$h~ in thOse -eye,a. 
n INch naotine:as tn th~ r.oo of a chi l.d. It\1hat. at f'1v$ 

roars old?~ Sv1dr1gs11ov mutt-orsd ·in genuine bor~or. 
ttWhat dOGS it wean?tt And. now she turned 'to him, bel' 
l ittle taeo all aglow. holdulg O\l't her arms ... ,. • 

Accursed child, tl Sv1drigaU.o'Y cl':leCi, ra18i,ng his band 
to 6t..ike bet'. but ·at. t ba.t UlOJtlent he -woke up.141 . 

He leave. 11.1s :room end. walking along the St.,F.~'t~ 

comee 'to. bt, bo\uJ. With. a tOl'fef'. '01,41$1"., with a Q'Qp.pal" 

chilIes heltnet on his head, i s lean1:ns aga'inet ·the gat", 

:.widr1gaUov ttares at tor awbll. until. ! ctlillft8 asks 

bim what he van'ta. 8v1d.rigailoy a!'l:lw.rs,-nothirlB;bro",her# 

God tnOminlih" th~ traJ/ge; pathetlc II 

funny dialo i the soldie.r beg1ns: 

wrtd.a i1SU tt the pla,ce •. Q 

"1 ru"t coinS to t'oreien porte, brotber~ft 
~ro ,for~ti.gn part .1W 

"To Mer1 
"AfIl.rlea?" 
Sv1df'1gailov 'took o.ut t he revolver and c()ciked: 1t. 

-ell·Ul •• ra1.ed his eyebrowe. 
81 say, this 1$ not t he place .tor such Jokes! 
" Wb;r .houldn''t i t be t he place'" 
Wheeause it isn ' t . " 

ell; brother,,, 1 don ' t ldud that . It". good 
laoe. When yoa are {Inked, you juet 89y ne was 

•• 1d, to Amer1.ca. tt 
·put t he l"~'Vol v~t" t o bi~ . 

-lou can't do it here, 1t t e not tn.e: pi_o.," o1"1ed, 
oh11l$s. rous,irlg himself, hhi eyeD growin.R.: btAmer and 

bt"_1'. 
Svidr1gal1ov pulled tl'1e ~r1 .. 

Latera w1cide note 'Was foun4 wbich stated tl'-.at he 

'Was i n f ull 'D(H)sellsl0 

to blat:& for hie 4eat h.14 

l.41i l;!id. , 

lJrJp,1d. ~ 

p. u ..... 
• AtJ4. 

faculties and the· one 'WilS 

1~2llisl • • l'h 4.1,., . 



6 

~v1dr1gal1ov i cA~1on ot tb& ~h.orY ot 

aa}(olnikov carri'Eid to ~R,tur1t , . LO$ing the d:t$'t inot1on &$ ... 

t.~um ,good and &vil, h. fiee' .. latelY tor,.up~,e.d; and 

t he dream is a manifestation and aelt .. rnelat1on of t n. 

dept.h,. to wlUc,h he bad fallen . lie end8 in the same <.lepra .. 

vity, de'lpair .rid. eel.t-destruct lon as did Stavrog,1xh 

va.n also reaabed the conclu.$j.on that naIl tbl 

rE! lawfu.llt .It&t' 0:4 and 'he idea Qfat-u ... 

tur1i baJ'1nODY . t .he ltd,8v.11* who 1s ntb. 1ncarnatt on: .... () 

une side" of b1m •• lf, 144 r.em1ntla bttn ot t he intellectual 

•• by whicb he • to this com:lu,alotu t on 

t:1me hoped tor " fUtu.ra Inwhion In.,n il denyiM the &X-1.st.enc,. 

01' QCid and the old moral.i t y.l 'Would. un1te to t"ake trom u ,t · 
II it oan glv'8. but only tot:' t.be •• ke of JOY an 

in 'the p,r •• flnt world. The t4an- goQ 'Would appear, tilled wi t 

t.he 9'DiJ"ttcf dlvine Tit.an,io pr,ide, and by "e.x1atndlnn: his 

onquest 0'£ natur "" int'tel y by h1s w111 Ilnd hie ac1.no"", 

would teel a JOY t lm;t "ou14, make U1) lor aU his old dJ"fl 

at the J.01. ot 1:\,,:'1-"'. ae 1ifould know t.n.t h,e 1e mortal, and - ' 

uld aoc.p't de.th"proudly :od. ii' 

would lo:ve hi. 'brother lIithout be.,. or need for a re •• rd: 

__ d tbt "'tll'Y ocmeelouanesl of t oment,.,.:Lnea8 of lit. 

ld lntens11'y i ts tire, whioh wou,14 no looser be .tva'" 

t, .n dreams of et,e,m.al l.ov ' ond the 8,raY • • 

ion.. " .. "1s1t poS$1bl 

144nOIl1U)eV sky , but Prsrbtttr$, il£l!I·lo,Jr. ~ p . 17 J .. 

~. t p .. 1r:ilil. 



t.hat suen lod will ever oome 1.t i.t doe$Com~, t,uen 

v&ryth~ng would bo detell'm,1ned and ,ilW1l$n.lty would be.et"tled 

fQrever. However, oWing to man' $ inve~er.te stupidS-ty.. ttl1 

1"'10<1 would not· COlne about to:('at l •• at. .a tihou.aand years; so 

anyon~ wbo recop1atld tbe tl"Uth now would be able to order 

life on the n~ prtnc1~les. 

11, that sense, • all th1nga are law;tul' tor h1m:. t;ha~ • 
ore, aven. 1f tld.$ p.1'1od rUIl!¥'er come. to lit..-,", sillee 

there 18 anyway no Ood and D.O' irllmortallty t the new r 
8)" 'Well beGome the ma:n, ... "od~ ."8(11£ be 18 thQonly 
,n the Woo.16 world, and. proraoted :to hie new poait,lon.. b 

may lj,gbtbear't·ad.ly overstep· all ~U. b'.r'l"1e.r0 o,t the old, 
Dral.ity of thll old alave-man, i f neo.saIU·Y.. 'Then 1 

1 ••. tor G04. 1Jhel'e Dod atancis, tbe ,placet!; holy • 
.. here X ij1H.lnd "111 be at one .• tbe loremolt plaoe • _ II! 

• All t.h1ng& are lewftl.l' end tba' t. the endo.t ' it 11 

I van knowotbere i .. notllJ..ng in the wor14 to 

l oy'. 'beir ne.1ghbol"s. that thera 16 no, 1.. ot nature accol'd .. 

lum tiQ "biob man ahOuld love one another; and it there 

-ny l"\e at all" it 1 ~.n 'beU.·ned in JH1t'SGnal 

!mort a11 t.y. He knowa that it onG w.~. to deltl"O 

l ief in lJM'tortaltty ,.erf living toree ma1nt • ..c.u.M~l!i 

or the· 'World would 4ry up. rliot'eover. tor anYQne who <t09., 

,.ot. bel.ieve in God. egolam., ...... to ~l"1tU." bw().om •• not. 0 

1a;vtul but "en the 1n9v1'abu., t he A1O.$t. ra\lional. the :moat 
'I .... 

onorableoutcome of hi. 

J'lcntever, Ivan cannot 11v. wi th. the prac-tical con ..... 

ccord1nt; " 0 lda pb.iloGopl'ly. he 

.,,,,,,at admi' t)!at, .bi. tatheurls 1dolUs are "r1gbt fJnou&b, U< but 

'}.b!d. 

14'1~ • • • 



he desPises h1s rat.her and t.hlnka of him 4S a 

~ner the old man 1s m'tU"<ler~" and I Yan atill thinks rUt-ya 

di4 i t, · ne hatas .1i.tya tn.o1"f!anj m.o"..vel"J day II jQ-St 'becau 

was tbe murderer 01 h1$,r.thv. tt149 

6; 

hen l.~ tlna,l..ly i s faced 'Witb tobe 'trut.h ·tba~ 

,mard,.koy ld11,,4 b~, tat her , which mean·a tn.' IVan . 1u" 2. 

sense. the 1:' .. 1 Murciot'ed" ltsome'thing ••• med to glv,.., way in 

his brain, and he .buddered all OYo·r w1tha cold ahiver . .. 1'o 
merdyakov. v.tohin,S 'b!m "tvemble, mat •• th~ comment, "'JGu 

we~ bold «$ugh theil., You said •• V6J:")"tb1ng was l.a • .tul, J; ctnd 

how frigbtened you are now •• 151 

lie toll.: IVilll tn.t although he m\;lf'dert4 the 014 man, 

be waa only I v.n t ,s 1netrwiutnt;lSa and Ivan re<:ogni aea, 

Smerdyakov at an extenalo hi. own. p.:r.on.l1ty t,e, th_ 

Qint w.here ne uYI$, ftJ)o ytlt\ tn.ow, I all • . trattl that. YOU 811' 

,~ dr-.m,; a phantom 81tie·1og b • .tor~ f;Ja . ·.,l 

wmel"d¥akov oan no more .11ve with th. r<an ... ltod Ph1l.0A.­

opby than can Iy-.n. ife •• k.etv&n, to 'take the money be' had 

tolen .from fJodor ,Pavlovl to:h; alld when I,.an •• ke wby .. 

e.rdyakov aaY8 h. do •• not "'ant i t ,anymore. 

I d14 bave an 149. of 'b.,1M1ng • new lit. with tb.tt, 
n., In ~ .• CQW or, better still, abroa4. 1 did d.rill~~ 

of .it. ehl.tly bec,Au •• ".11 'tb1ag •• te l"wtul. ' f hat 
waa quite r1tght what you t.U8nt me, :t01" you talked 
lot to me _bout tn..to. ror. i.t tb.~.f . no . verla.tin, 
Go<l, tbere'. lloauoh tblng a,& virtu., and t1h.~.'$ no 

14ulid '4.2' 1~~ · 1 • ., pp. 41.1 " , ..... 

15
01}1d. i t,) . 7'". 

l',2e~id . ~. pp. 1'6 J 762 . 

149I!W!. , p . 154. 

15~. '. p . 160'. 

1;.0.011 bt-d • • • 1SS~ 



need. of 1t . leu 'Were ~i&ht tb~re. &0 that f a hOW 
1001(,64 at. it. . Nl'4 

I van, Aakl him it' he ~,ame to all & by h'1maelf, and Sm..riys ... 

kGV ansvar-s, "Wl'th. 1ou~ guldanee. fI Tben he aaka 6meJ'4yakov 

1£ l\1$i:iY1t'l 

I yan tell. S: 

court and a1ve ev1denc 

, be now bel1vClH$ wQed_ 

int.o 

, but Smerdyuov 

lis h.1lil b. will nover '<1,0 I t. tis. ho 18 t.oo tntere.t.$d in his 

wn flund1atur'b.a eomf'ct"t" to take such a di~grac. '. tuse1-i'. 

He t hen sheeks I Van by 4801.t\ -You are like Fyodor 

l avlovltch, you, are t.lClii'e like h1m than any c.t his cbSldreo J 

Y$U ' v. 'b. I •• e, soul •• , be Dad. -).'1 

Ivan i.e,vi... 1ntant.upon cont •• 'ion t b\I,t 'tb., deo,ida8 

that. tnstead of going d1r,.ctly t,.o the proeecutor" h. would 

ait Wlt .i l to-Drro1f. 158 on: 

ot.h: 11ke a touch of 1e8 0, 

.v.atM. en the l,)·r1nk ot -bra 

w1tb t ne"d4WiltJ who taunts b 

'I rOOll, ha reell1 

i a 11 •• , • .• .! 1.S 

~~18 ·$lCOt.l.'11i.r 

1th w.n~1n, to perto n 

ae'to,t virtuewh.e he doe. n~ bel 1 •• 1 itt " i rtv, • • 

1'''1'914. , p . " 
156 . . ...• J;bl d . , p . 767. 

1.5,$,214 .. , Pl'. 770-711. 

$.11 v.1rtue. 

lSS,lW. , p~ fW,, _ 

lS71'~.A . p . 767. 
~, 

lS9I,*d., p - 791. 



yo~ sao~1rleQ is 'Of no use to any one? Beoause you 
lion't know, yourself wby yO\1 so l .oll" you'd gi1V's a great 
deal to know yaur.ell \ib,y you ,go' And Ct;ln you ba~4 mad, 
up your mtnd? You've not made up YOllX' mind. ~ou'U s1t 
all night doliberat1ng whether to go or not . aut you 
will eo; you know you ' ll go. You. len,c)w "hat. wbiohever wa 
you. deelde. the decision does not depend on you. YouJ'll 
o b.cause you won ' t dare not to ge. Why won "~ you, <lare? 

lou wutgueS9 that ror yourself. That. ,. e a rid.dle tor 
Y0\:1. 160 

He eal.lelvan ,a cow,lrd., anciaa1s,"It is ntJt tot' such 8ag1. 
,16:1 to ,soar.QQve tbe earth. It · Ivan i8 beginnin.g 'tflloee nita ... 

1£ •• he, really i$~ not fa ,god" but like hls1'at.h .. 'WhO, 

de$pl&~, like Snl&r4yakoy whom h. loath .... 162 In4 lj.,ke tbl 

devil" whom heaee. :as I'ftrtvlalft and "trighttully stuviu. ft16) 

van: is being tot'n apart b)" tne.aouy ots~11 .. Jmow"'" 

le4J:te, and by 1nn." 01v1$10, PGod in W.~, 

is tNth ware !alning mastery over hi. heart) whioh $till , 

"efuaOd t.o aubm1t _.,lu... itowever. it 1. d1tt1oult to know 

t;ly wbat eventually happene, to I van. He do~uJ c4lnt •• a. t>uu 

doe8 it; 'W·ith I , great deal. of (lont.apt tor h.1.m$eU 4Ul4 

1 165 ' ' -,VGl'"1one •• e. " tiatuvally, no one b.li.v$~ hi. atory; and 

be had to be taken .tQre,ably fro 

nit solft.thin 
l~~ 

nc.oberent. 

HO •• ver.. XVan" 8 ft instrument," Smardyalcoy), hanged b1r.t .. 

. al/. lea,ving a no~e wb.1ch said. lI1 d .. otl"OY my 11te of 

own wUl. and dQlSlro, 'ow no blame on ene. ,u161 
? .•. fu _ - L . 

• 195., 161tbid• 

pp. 315. 740. 16',bi4. t pp. 79~ ... 193 . 
.' 16; p. 796 . 'j~id. ,. pp. f6J .. - o.,;,;, . 

p. 6,6. 1671\,:d4_ J p . 191. 
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'nee in .. tb0 ~onel'Us'" n ... god 1Th 1s 

s'el.t-dcstru-¢tlOn. Thls do as n()t prove the (;)x,,"&t&ncG 01 God, 

but it do ,dicate that this philo~p.hy 

,blelX! Q£ evil. 

thus: 

nQ flllSW&r to the 

up th8' .oorado,x 

'rhe $am~ !Mil wbo 60 violently 'tl)ok the 1)a,rt of 1tUl.f.1cen"" ... " 
who 'trembled, at. the sutferini of .. chl ld, ••• trcJll 1b 

ent t hat he r .ejecte d1Vine <;ob.er~noo oudtrtee to 
d1sco'V,Gl" h1$own Nl.,. oE lite" t'.cC)ijni~ee ttu~ le,g1tima" 
otmurd.~. I van t'ebela attainlt a mura&-rQult 0.04; but 
trom t he CIom"nt that .he 'b.glnoto rat1ona111e his reb$l ... 
lion, he deduces th.e 1.1\'4 of ~d.r. If ell l u pemit'ttld., 
he can kill hie tath~r or at 10.'\ allow him ~Q be k1lled. 
,Long l"eflection on the eond1tioll ot mankind (\. peopl 
sentenced to d •• thonly 1 •• " to the juatlfioat1on of 
.crime. l v,an a1:rmJl't&neousl;y bete. "tbe ·4,eath p~:a.l,t' • , .. 
and condonea crime, in principle. tvtlry indulilEutC$ is 
.Uowed t.bemurderer, none 1$ all $wed ~ne 6X.,CU'b1aoer. 16 

Ivan , c'.light betw.en ttunjtuJ't1t1able virtue .and Ufiae0 ept-abl(' 

ol"ll'11&, eotl$ll1Uod. with: pity and incap.tbl. 0,' love,1t 1$ t1naU 

driven 1nsane by cOl1'trad1ction.169 

Ine . , 
16 $ Al 'bel't oa.mus., .. 'e.... ,~. '!Y' •• -

19, 6 ), p. 58. . ... , 

1 :..., T'T'l'.b(( ",,,,co 
~., p . ,,,;7-

ltre<i ~\. opf'S 



lloatoev$ky "'.,s uamincd 'thr •• poas.:tbl. po a1t l 'ons , aU 

tbe-1atic, tbat crnG' may take regarding thQ problem ofev1,lj 

and-no one of t.hem has "t"ov.ad, to be an adequat~ aolution to 

the f;froblem. AltMlUlh. this dO$,. not. in It.eeli\ prove t.~ 

• it <ioN 1nl1ieat, !vU 

.be ine just . ,s acute \fithout God as 'it (foe 

burcten 01' proof now lalle on the. believer. in faith. 

1lionot lit. which 0- ,va, meaning ~o the existence of 

,vil, an4at the same t '1me,make po •• i.ble tn. sc'ceptMce of 

,vi 1 t."l .\loh a way that 9ne is not ul'1lnately d.et"yu by lt~, 

but in tact :1$ led through it to a ,gr.at..r gotJd? The answer 

t..Q the fir It part of th1$ qu •• tI.1o,n14, -oddly enough" glv~ ~ .. 

iI. van : bim.,lt; but b" oannot. .tollow it through to Ute ace.p~­

ano'. 0:1 8v11 b.caus~, .lthou&-h he \lIlli.-stand. the aI\.e\ter, 

,1ven by tait.h" h9 does not personal.ly have faith. A$ Jot1tYa 

ys. Ivan hQ8 fin .14elh but not, II o.od. l.i ' 

Ria annwer. however, 1. prcbabl,J one or the mos't, 

" .t'Gtoun4' :r4eor4ed in. humal\ history" an4 i t 113 g1vlnt 1n h1$ 

. oem;." "The Orand. Inquisitor." 

'Tbie $to,ry t$.ke.a pl$:ce tn the ."lttenth cent.ury, in 

$e.,i:11_, Spain. (luring tbe mest terribl. t lm.e. 01 t.he tnqui­

Itlt.ion. 171 'It coneenll'J • ahort epp •• I".nCi9 of Jews amoni 

the oeoDle and His e&ptU'r8 by th1.' G·ra.:l4 InquiSitor, ttl 

. inety' year ~ld Card1nal \tho bad long e1n.ce tr • . nsferred hi 
fit~ ~ , : -$ f · 1:.f 

170uo,etoev$ky" '~~e !tot;ru'J:' "'£I!I'i!X., p .. 121. 

17~b&~., Pill. 292, 294-a9S. 
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ee from Ohr.1et to' Satan.11... Ouring tlle nigbt,. t,b'" 

Grand Inq,u;' 

wbat; 

in Drieol!l and ep,eake op,enly of 

,,&nt in a11ence tor all tbeee Y'04r$.113 

e aeouo:ea Jeau$ of being the caU$ ' k.ltld. ' 

,vil an<l std"te.'t"in ;f~.o, 

ght bave b 

PPy· 

f.l,Qne 

his accusation in te of the tempet""" 

d.8~rt, end tIl -0& ", J.SUG t.o thtul. 

1;'3mptat1one. 'The ttW1fh' and dread, spirit J the 8p1rj:t ot ·self' ... 

destructiotl and aon-exietencetf put tbN& pO"'6ib:11i:t1~ts b .... 

re Je8U... 'the acceptanoQof 'Whidb woul(l 

nht:edom, andCOJlsequent 1:,. t,heend ·ot 

%"intI. Jm:t JeS\1a re3eettd. ill thre. alt.d 1n 60 ,dOins deB-

'tine'Cl , eC>n.i'Ueion, .nel mieel.-Y . 

InttuJ flrat 'LRmn' 

:oins into tb. world ld: 

flU. that· He 

,pty he.nd$" ',*i..t,h • 1)1'011\1.8 01 

r~$dotn whieh not unOeretll11d ... do. not want .. tjl'ld wouJ,.,d 

,at b. aole ~o live, .tOf' 

o~abl'. tot- 8 ' 

• ever b$en. more 111-

.oc1et,. than ,t:ree1!om. "174 

'\lId turn thestonea 

.~tt.~ Him: like a nock of en\te" it 

en t!lQuld 

tul 

bod1~t" t hough tJlwafs tearful that a.would Ce.&.e 

"t Cb1"l~ reJectM tnte temptation because it. 

ould b.,.. depr1ved ma of freedom., and .. ",batt ts that. t~ . ... 

(lorn wort'h . 1! &b.d1encela b?ugl}t with bread:?"11; T'h. Grona 

• 10 • 11.J . .l!W!. " • 2t;7. 

" • ~ . 



11 

Illqu1.eltor tells Ohr1at. that men wi1.1 never be able to s. 

&8$11 tbelr bread ,doth ono tln~th$r ., norwtll th.y evel" 0 

;Ole 'to be really froe tor th~y are fttIIeak, vicious. wo~tble$$ 

d rebellious. n176 TbflY will como to bate Cbr~,s~ tor aski 

i£ t.hetll what 'theY ea!lnot !t;ivG .• , and w11~ GIld 'br ranounc1~~" 
beir i"'6edom tot' 'thG $aku of that. ea~hl, br~Qd~ 

f Chriat hndchosen n'brQ3d" Ite would a.lso ha"tf: 9!lu'" 

is:f1e<1 'he univet'~al ct"aViJIg to find ,o,meth:tng to lfOl"'3n 

wh.ich would · be b~yond 4$ fJ})Ulte JI ,$otthtn:~ (fv.r'.1on~ ",ould agI', 

t owor:lb,1p 'tOgether., 1·1en teel tbis need or c 

tronllly tMt.ltars havu be~ foulSht tor the :sake of 'i'b; bu" 

Chl"t:st i"ejected th-e one intaU1bla banner which WliS otfered 

to Him" to ~.Qk" all men how down ,to n1m.al one; 14the bannar of 

1"tbly' bread • .,.l· 

'he Grand In.qu1(d .. tor aecrusel ~Un of' goin 

~her: Chr1st knew that men, neod not O'nly to 11ve# but to tulve 

so.tnothlng to liv~ rOf", eo :m.loh $0 that th9Y will quickly hand 

over ~h~1r treed to aptl13BSe t.heir eon­

t1rtltouncSati.Qu tor ,,,ott.ing 1notead of g,1 vi 

ali rest.. l.i.lU"l$t ehoae ali that v:aa 4titc{tp'" 

t i on.al , vag'Ult, and cn1~.t1c; and. L-usteadQf ~uk1n 

Inqu.1..1tter , 

, 1fe lnCrrnlSGd itt burdonlIlg the opiritual 

nd with 1'ti3 Gufter1ngQ f 'ovevcr. The O'J"tUil 

-01.,.)0$. 
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"-~ue d..1dst. d~$irQ man ' s tr4lG ,loyti,. that be $h.Qul.d, t011a 
•• freely. ent1eedand to.ken captive by 'hee.. In 

pl*ce of t.he l"isidanQlent l,w, man m\lut h.re~:ttQl' w:ttb. 
tr •• heart. decide for himaolf 'What 1$ good and what i 
,f!\I'11;l having only 'thY 1r:Ul rtO b~t~o b1m QG bis. gulde.11g 

nd 1~v, ~.'lal1Y rej oct .ruan:eand H 1 s truth if 

is 'Wtd.gl'lf~d dow with th~ reM1 bUrGGn cl".o1ce 

h1eh he8 po.sed. so many tuwuliHi!.ra,ble problit 

conru.ton end suffG1"'icx .. • d ~t, 'thou tori 

d luoh 

n nreter, 

aeft, and even death. to freedom. of cnQie4f in the knowled.J!.ie 

of !:too. and eVl17,,179 In the d.esert. Satan hadoftere<:l' 

J $8\18 tbe mEume of eonqu6l"lng and cs»'tur1ntl! man" e com~e:1 

forevet"t '. 1:)OWI\)~ of' m1ro~1., myat.ry' a: • aut 

\IIh ~o .iunn" trom: t il; 

J.UrUJ~l. of the t~l,e.Tb 1m t 

in retu$1ng to a.k tor a cd .. racl e; but t 

$ak, unruly ra,coot men ar#) not .gl!\ds. They' would n~er be 

ble '0 tile 

hat th r · 

mm'¥I"-I9.'t1on. " of man suoh, 

11 ,..,. 

their 11t~, t he me-menta .of thai.!' de.pe.st, lUost a eonu in, 

~p1rltual d1t~1,eultie$.t 

l.ao . . th.e b(9,u"t ?il . 'f11., cried ()ut too Him to oOtn<J down from th, 
ytj ~, I! • . ;0 $ 'r ~ . !L ( ~ , ' , ~ lI!t 

.. 

l S°t,bJ-d .• , 1'1" )0'. 



eros,s: but He would not coree down be(:$_ 

slave man by a mlraeleand 

bas$don miraole. 

,ted ta1~b a,tl. freely" not 

ft.. t-ella JO$Ue that. m~n v5.11 come t-o recogni~. 'tthat 

He wb,o ol"ftt.ed them rebvla wst 

tbeIl:! : .nd t h!,. bl.$eph.,. wUl o1'llY Call$, 

fer1nA~ "if'or man t $ nature CGMot 'boAr b1aspb 

,nd ,ltt.yes ttVcn.£$$ 1ft on Stselt .. .,,1 __ 

t,o mock at 

t'ur't}her aut ... 

_nd !n the 

'Tbe Grand ~nqtd.$1.ter- aales }f why II& .r~Jeet$d tne 

1) 

last cOWls.l of tbo mighty oplrit .. 

'he kins4otn8 of t ;he earth, fte would 

It Ue had a,ec,epteda~l 

ave .fulf1lled t'b. thir4 

nd la.~ anguish of men, to be unitM aU 1n 01\$ ttu,ua,nilllOua 

,t, ... heap. ",18) He oO\11,d have founded: tbe uni ... 

state and given universal peace; -to,r lfb,Q ean rule 

men if not h .. who hol:ds 'thei r con$41enoe and tlu)il" bread ill 
'lOJ. 

ia hran4-$'" 

"!IAn lf111 01'111 be happy, whon tohtfy ltl v a'Slv.s :in 

oomplete: tnltnusalon:. bu't C,bt'1at l ilted. them up and. taught. 

'hem to be proQd. "~e Grand. Inq'U1$1,~ot' .in1j;.ndu t-o correct 

lalt'b~~. ,p_ 30'H 

193IM~d. I pp • .105 .. ,06 ... -
liS::al'ba~ .. ,p. 30~, . 

1~Ib1d. , r> . 306. 



work, and show th 

but that 

at thCiY lti.t'ul eld,ldl'Q-rl., 

'Of Qll. 

lthour~h tho Gr4l\d lnqui not bol1evG tber 

V~. no &3Y$ it t 

in t ,be other l1orld" it wou14 n<ft.be tot' such 06 thOYl if 

hrist does rQturn in victol'7, He will come with only tn. 
o live H1s t::ramtom. Then 

tho thousand millions of 

no ~in , and GaY , "Jul1E!C) U$ it 

ThoU ¢anat and dBr 

Orto:rr'O\1 11 1 soo that ob 

ient flock ftbJ 

I 0:1"411 bu 

Ut'l t he bQt c1nt1~rs al>Qu.t the I'll 

hal ever dee 

to anewtr 11lm • 

• 
• 7 ... 30r.l> • 

187a;~td, ., p . 30,.,. 

'or 1£ Qny one 

is 1htG_,,161 Ifnett he waite 

lOOtlirtd• j J . 308. 



not at all , n~var, l'lit1VQrt t And h~ let ill.th out lnt() t ne 
dark alle,ys ot tho town. fhe P1"180Aer 'weat «",., . 18 

That ld. Qld man t $ heart, bu't~ be ttd-

htU",cs tQ hi .. dQS :atl<l 80 de ,101:'" Iv • 

remendou~ depth beQSus 

of ~b und.~atand1n~~ Ther_ eyi:il bA ... 

iUfi)B tber 

would b 

but i f thel" no fr t he1"e 

roan .. 'ld.tbout 

i t-her. nor any PQss1b111tlf or ~oodnEu,s,. 

auld be w.r~t the Grand Inquitli.tor 

to boeorllo n.ucb~1ii;. fl sla'Voff with 

nt') intrinsic value or mean " j,owevor;; the tact tl1ali tner , 

G itv!l in tne wGrl(.t., Qnd that men can make the di et.1.nctlon 

11. d t~el tb.1r elt.ots. ,proves t he ex­

l otonQ. ot tr$cdom. ! ~ ~. - lthotutb. th. oodBtel'lCe {) 

,.vl 1 basalwa)"s been ustd a 

tune. of " ~ Oato",sky 8 that it can 

tor the ex14tenoe of a • rdYG t ent 

lor the wd.~'no·t' of G04 1 iee1 fQrtH 

Th 

Chrl ot rnaIt~ tlGn f"roe becau has an '1.m_ 

eGl')'Got tor hi.:.'I& . 

fl.y o",n only bo 

trot:) Ui 1.Ol '3:ltai lu, t.b 

• 11. 

anla 'ttQ11~'f in him. Du~ 

in Chri st: tor turni.n .... 

t.ruct lon o~ £raadOtll itool.t ,191 

• 1 ... 1 

1 -rdy.ev, pofitS;tvskY, ~ . • 



eotruot;1.0n. 0 la.t'l 

1n t he 11 vee of uen li.: 
Klrill cv I Stavrosin. 11'likov I and rV~,Ull 

Iva~ knows t r,j,s; he lmows that. ,reJ aetinI.~ Cbr:i,.lSt, tiL 

0:1.1 t 

~Jfl to 

tMrty 

I v'an alsl) knows, unl o 

01 1f.lth 

.dure 1$ t 

;ft¢h 

ink il.lto d.abauon-

110 

tbat 

b 

c't ion on the 

qU1Sltor r&j~cted. Chr1.nt, 'b\tt ~1 

B«!UG. !'h~ Ot'and .... ... 

'!lasod h.1a 1n 1·~'ply . The 

0:1;' God 18 not Ju :r tho " el act" of which th 

Ora.nd I nquisitor speaks; !t .1s eV$n for t he Grand Inquisitor 

h1."JseU", it no would hav~ i t. 

of who to; aoceptable to God. 

,.ovi .. tt ot faitb th~ 1'01"&1 von _, 

'~1l"$. ttt 

ladov" 

.s _ S9 . ilIW- fi - )P 5ij • 

191f~t~. , p. 7v. 

b0aut1l\tl and 

aCClOJ)tanca 0 

.sk~ .Uhere 1.$ t 
If conwmpt'i v 

t hu t ilth; 

ti , 

d by hia bO~H~'tl1-
have alr •• d.y 

1920oRoevsky, 11;4 13rotllet"! l$grlntl\!~'" p. ) 12 . 



,f) tQr'tux,'ecl 

the cll11drln wi ll t'~P 'l)Ut allY, b~ forgiven: but, tlwuGi~ Gill'1st. 

"'c)l,"g1ves thvhljl 

DOGtOBV ~"l 

bl 

b '. ,ffreOGnt.(l " 

be does no' 

in faitb. 

n 'W111 not. 

Bl10W:t that no athelst 10 answer to til 

However, alt~ 

1a of course tile nt' 

,,t'obleu, and 

Qf t.he tn~tln-

),a5i'0 elemen 

..t 16 t tl the...1, that. ma'kos l'l.nRA ~ _he loap t"rQ~ 

JenOWln.llt \QllOut tIl 

n ",0 tllQt 

,tb 

.t:J abL 

tht actual 

'to ~" 

wi th ·<tlm thro'Ult11 i t to a 

a one b ivu, 

$lOn to. • P1!l"#Onal £, 

Onee 

Him: and in re to t 

n "v.", ... 

··f thi, c.onvtars1QIl ! & an 

i '<iG.l., lov'~ ,and aCe"8Pted by 

lev. and ee, one 1 
_ .. ~ J! - . It tl iN _ ) . " : .Ill ~ .e . _ ~ 

.. 24 ... 2,' .• 



'1 

'nabled to ad:tn1't Olle' a guilt and to .fot'S! ve one' s eeU. Thi 

$,aper1 en~e ot God \l8W111)' come. tl'u"<n.tgh thCi hearing of tbe 

VOt'd. of Goci, and the ~&acra: ality" of .not/ber hUtten be1n&. 

(and 'IJomet1mea al~o through tll$ "stleramentallty" of nat\l~~) ~ 

The eoftvereion of fiaskolnikQ'V 1$ en excellefit ex ... 

11G o£ thi,s . 'fbe silds ,C),£ ~ b 

hear1ttg the Oospel ,reading of J llSUS tlaiainSI Laaarua from tl 

84,194 and S{)n1a 's Olu!-tat-l ike aoceptance. at h1m. 'when h 

tells her ~bat he ktlltft! the pa,wnbrok.~ end Lt •• veta . 

hat have you done ... .bllt hay. you don. to your ... 
eel t,ft abe •• .1d irl ,d:eepa1'r, and. Jums;1ng up, all. tlUl'l:j 
be,. .. l.t on b1. n&ek. 'thrw her ams roun4 h1m,1 and held 
h1m tlgh~1y . 

Raakolnikov drew back and lOQked at her 'Witb '6 UlOw-n­
U1 emU.,e . '''loa,. ... ast.range glJ"l .. &>nla ... you kia, me: 

and. hug m. when I tell you .'be"t 'that. 'l.' • You Don '1;, 
,blnk what you ar.. doin,. ff19S 

• r ld,$O 18 niscent of Je", • • reply to. t he 08- . 

ti'lyal of 1iob.e G ... nd IrlquisitoX" wbo do •• not. however" .Uo' 

~B.lf to ..... pond t.o it. , a.skol nik". on the other hand. 

,06a no~ r •• ist, and h.l' .ce.p~c. 1 ••••• it.. merIt. 

f .. l1ns long unt_l11,a:r to him fiooded hi. h6art and 
.Qtte'llIItd :1t at on c.'.' He dtd ll4ilt ~ru"l •• 6a1nat tt . 
fwot.,eu4it ~ start,*, tnto his ., •• anri htmgon. hi •• y ..... 
lash ••• l 

ben 30nta tell. hlm that he must · 

toe c:ros .... ro.d.. bow down. an4 itl-fls the •• rt.h whic,b he has 

bow 40wn to all theworldan4 MY to all 

Ia.n aloudtbat he is II llturderer. She "1a that. when ~. 400.' 

thl0, God will send bim life aga1n.197 Al,hougb b ,akol-

"01;<1. , 

196!W,~ 

• . .. 13 .. 2 • 
19, 

" ". 
1971.WA.'J p . 347. 



'- ikovt ,scounrsion is only In 

as Ghe #.y;,. 

. " 
Aab.Jd.sse&t.he o$J1'.1'1 with ''''ra-pt-ure 

79 

ft t 

pl. _"und begin to .rr.akeo tun of' him. "These Gx-elamation 

skoln1kov. end the: words; '1. am 9 mur­

d,erer', which were pO.J"h4\ps on tbe point: of dropping from hip. 

11p8., (Ued 8.8,. d199 However, he bear. t.he remarks qui e'tln 

_nc:J turn. towantt.he pollee -st..t.io"", 

In Pl'l aon , he. 18 a.rne.sect at the tact that his tellow 

prieonar a ••• m to love anet p1"1,. 11t'a .. _-eh. 2oo Bu'fj ""bat 

. surp:t-i • •• him moat ot all 1$ "tbe terrible 

that 1. , bet"e.. btm ,and aU t he i".n •• 201 

.0.s1b1e , ult 

.eem4t4 t-o be • difterent _paala., and be looked at. 
tl'lem· tnd they.' him .ita d.l.tr\l~ and ftGfttl11ty . ne 
f.U~ ,and kn' .. th. .rU,s.orJa of b1.1so1atlon, 'bu;t would 
never have. .ckdtte4 till thent.~ t~ae reason. were 
"·0 d •• p andst.POM. ZOJ 

lie cannot un4eretand why t hey hat. hUt 80, and call l'ttm. .:n 
infidel; nor can he understand .h1 they love .Sonia eo 

.uci)<. A;;O,3 

tina,ll), . hta 1IO\Ulded pride uri"' •• h1m t.o t he point 

or p~bf'ia1cal i llne"$1 and ht is¢onf1nN to the, hospital t~, .. , 

19ai }:a,&d .• , 

200tb!d. j 

02Ib~4 . 

p .. 431. 

• , .. 43 .. 44lto. 

1.99~* 

p. • 
~ O:',D14. 



'he tdlldle of 'Lent. Wittl arter re.r. 204. III tne 'midst o,f 

lever and delirium, h$' it att'81ll';e dream. It ,concerned. a 

terl"lble ttl I owee,itl.g: a¢l'O in whi<ln $Om" kind 

of m'l-ct"o'bea,endotfed w1t.h intelligence and w111 .. atta;¢ked 

h& 'bQdle,. ot m.en, driv1ng t hem tllI:ld and ftlrio.u$ . But tnG. 

ao 

who wer. attacked aona1del"ed thetrl&elv.". n.'V(ir 80 int.fill(t(/tual 

,01" so completely in POS$.es#1.on ol thl tNth. They 'Were ab ... 

olut.iy conv!nc~d that tboirdecision., their :ac>lent1tic 

eonclue1on.,. t.l'1~ir moral conviction. "ere infall:1ble;. He., ... 

ever, .acb ane Wfl. 111$0 convinced. tl:)8t he alone po 

t :r;outih . 1b.y 'We,re totally incapable .ot unde.rata.n.dlftR 0' 

another; Il,Ol" dldtluly know hOlt to judge or what to ¢oftsid 

.ood or ev11. They cUd not know whom to blame and .hom. ~o 

just tty , eo tb.y be&ank1111ng •• an otber in a sort of aense ... 

le.. spi'.. I vembl1Ut bee.ttle involved; ~n cba,oa ,an4 d . ..... 

t~ct.1on. 
2t) 

Thl. dx-e,p,ot CQUl"ee. rov .. la fl. ,.kolnlko'f't aWt­

COllso10u.<I .... a,11a.tlon Qf~he inev"ti.ble d •• tNctlon to wbich 

hie t beol'7 could enlJ l .acl, and ftalkolfl1k,Gv 1shaUtlt.ed and 

"orrJ.84 by tbe, 1mpre •• 1on of this twerlJh del:2:r1wn. Sbortly 

alt6r nav1ng ,bts ""e.tn, b. looks out ,or 'be · ... indo. Alld, 

ct.,nee_ to «Jae Sona the €SlatanCe. --'She .eemod 'to be 

waiting tor $Otn~ne,. Sotll'etb,ing stabbu hu t,o the h •• JOt at 

that m1nut .. . n206 

204:UUtd • .,pp. 44-2~ ",. 
205 . t , & e;. Iltd •• pp. 44S-~. 
206'1' i.. • .11 t 1.£ . 'W a • • p . ~. 



$1 

When he is tU.$charged t~oDl tbe noop1;t<.l, h. 1s ,sent 

to work on the t'l~lIr bank, .and t.bat. morning Bonig, ¢O~$S and 

slt$ bes1<l., h:Uih 

appened h$ aid not know. But ell ut ene, 
.. ed to $e1:1e bUn .nd f11tll hit» at her .feet. 

1(e •• pt and th:re~ hlaa:ms around . her knHth For tn. 
£1rat :tl'ument sbo W.aa terribly tr1ptetllil1 Ind she turned 
pale. She jUi'llped up .nd looJte4 at hiro trembl1ttg. aut 
a1i the "'ttle moment "he undfl:fatood.and, • light 01 in, .... 
.f1ni~. happiness oP. 1nt.o her .,.". She knew snd hetl 
no doubt tIl.. be 10v04 b$r ~$yoncl Itvel7thing attd tbatttl 
l •• t the moment nadcomo. • • • 

They 1tant.ed 1H) 8pgk_ btlt ~()uld not J t.ar$stOOd j,. 
theu' .yea. They were bOtb ", .. :Ie and thin; but tboa 
s1ck p.le taees were brigbt with the dawn 01 a now f'U.­
tur. .ot A full re,~eet1(Jn lnto a new l1te. '1'11$1 'Were 
t-en .. _d by love: tn., b •• rt . of eacb held infinite oourc 
of 11£$ fQr tbe hee.rt ot ~be ot.her. 207 

Lat.r that da" lteakQl nikov I_noted th:at, ev·en. t -. 

oth&r prisoners now look . t h1m difterently; be had epoken 

t.o tbem • . ad t.bey had .. n ... Fed 1n .tr1QcU,y '''.y. fie r.alised 

,that eYeryt.h!ng wae now bound to be chang.4.~08 

That n1gat be took out the U.w Teat4m$Ut lib.1ch lay 

un4.meath hla p111QM. Th. book hS,d belon,ed to Soni. a:n(l 

was the _m. one ~ ~j.'eheh$hadr .. d the raiaing o.f 

~ •• N.to ll1m. He bad worr1ed tha'tt Son1awouU PQatel" hUt 

.bout re11g10tl, but she never mention" it to hi ,'V'. 

h1m the N.Te,tament onlybecallae he bad •• ked her tor it . 

le bed GeYer opene4 it j. ,and did not open it now; but one 

thOUftht pa.' -Can her convictions not 
.. ()", - er t.elltlge. h,i' •• p1:rat,,1on at 1 .. ~ • • • ,.20 

207'1l?~d • , 

20$1l>1!l . 

20~~b14. , 

. 441. 

__ 448. 



if,; 

This 1. wberQ &loslloevsky end. t he ROt? £It 

koln:Ucov. 1't;1$ only ~b. 'beginnln.6U but 86 h(t nys. 'the 

$toX7ot t be grad.u.al r.nelttal of a man *>ulti be tho $ubjaet: 

ot anotber book.oIf>l 

There 1s anotho.r cont.tiled 1n tbe tuull:x:'" 

the murder of hiat.t.ner . 

!he hearing otthe \1ord. ot Ood 1. mi..liing in 'tn1. CQn ... 

veral on. at0f7, but) th.. .. cram.ntaU.t :y* of ,anoth'ar buman 

.1ng 1. present. tn, GNsh.nka' 8 love tor him. au Mi ty. '$ 

l'u11' • . t1on 'Of thi. fundamental tl'Uth oE .r •• p(,'m!aib11i~y cotae ' 

to him in a drwaw. 

4t 'the end o£ t he prel imi,nary '1n ••• t. ig.~1on, t!1ty, 

ralls a$l.ep and, dre... that be 18 dri vin.g 8omewher. in the 

l'ae ae •• a group of peaaa'nt .emetl, one with 

'b4by in her am.. ,''rhe wOllen al'"e begging. and tbe chtld i .1S 

b1u. v i"Gh cold andol'ylng. Mitya a.ktwhy i t 18 c"1:ns,, 8 lttl 

2U" oatoeYsky. 1n,! aN\hUI XU_lOY, Jh 5'1 • . 



the driver answers. 

tro.en and" clon "t Wa1: 

, 'babo's e.old" its l i tt.le tlotho8 ar 

~1tya ask., (tBut. why 1s it, 

83 

"hy?ft And the dri ver a n SWS1"I. t·~hy f t.hey'roe 

bUl'tlt out . Tbey'va no brftad,. 

theY've b.en burnt Qut. tt21 

" !'Jo, no, 'It r..lItt,a. Q$ it worG. et,1l1 did not, U;t,tter­
s~.nd . "T'.llla. why it is tho •• poor mot,hera 4tand 
thve? Why are pcopl o poor? Vby 18 the babe poo1"1 Wh~ 
18 tb..t..ppa b4rreTl? Why don ' t they bug qctl Qther' and 
is.? 'Why don ' t tbey s1ns aoU!,S of joy? WllY are 'they 

:eo d.rk from bl .<:k zul •• ry1 \ihy' don' t t.bey leed the 
bab.?" 

An4 he telt t.he'_ thwgh b:1squ$iStloa$ '.tU-. uu, .. -
S(h"labl e an4senaele$G, 1et he want«l t ,Q .ax ,juat t bat, 
and he ~d to eu It. just in thet way. 4nd be telt tnat. 
a pas$lon of pity. su.c.b $tlJ b~ bad uev.r Known, 'before. was 
X"18lJl8 in his bean. and be \!Iant.~ \0 en') 'that h. "anted 
to do something for them all. $0' tblt tbe babe should 
weep no more.., at) that 'the dark-raced, dri .. d-up motcher 

hould. not w.ep,* t.haT; no 011$ 3h<N14 .bed teaI'll ai_in f'1'Q 
t1;'1.t mOni~nt, lind, be wa4ted. to do it at onee, at once, 
re:p.rdl o$$ of aU 'Obstacles, with all tbe: recklellan ••• , ot 
th. ta:re.lovs,Uj, 

""'bll. he t . in pf'i,sQtl,. but befor e be is convicted" 

. ttya t"lla Alyoeba that. liew man baa ri.en \lP in him. one 

that WCi)ul ·d hay. .. •• ined b14d.a axe." tor thi. ftblow fFOl, 

h •• ven. ft 8e 1$ no loQ,ger :a.tra!d, tor .. 'en ,tn, pr1toll one may 

... t ! ll liT. and loy,eand, -.tter. It 1. ,o8.1b18 to make 

t:rl enda with anotllar conv1c';, to tha'W and revi •• , 

heart, 'tiO • • it upon anoth~ for 7-an Uli~U 'cme \)rl.nftll, U 

from :the dark deptbe (Jt 'that p.rsoll., lof"t.y $oul. a, r •• ,U.n, 

su.fterl,ng Ci'.a~ure . One might 'create I, hero, Qr br1ng fort 

2124b;d. f P. 615. 

21)!R!!. f pp .• 



tut angel. ",,14-

Ther,e are 60 ' many of th 
all to 'blame to.' them. 
ftntb_' 

._(i'tel'~ after ho ia convicted ot t.hamur,dar 'Which he 

did not commit, he oom~3 to real 1zo t~t 1'10 10 no' r .GSdv tor 

would not b. abl$to gO 'W1~h hie: 

d he WQul4: not. be able to atand i t if a 

1m. n. knows he would probably ldl.l h 

1'<1 would beat 

hot tor 1'"". 

ttl wanted to . t .. "ut' l' ~- - , ~ . -, 
I,ve not 'no ~ to baar it ., .. 211_ 

1"4 speaks to me. 1 

AJ,yosha te,lle him that 

he doe. not. need sucb ,a m.artyrtu croSI 'w-hen b e 

I f he bad muf'dered. hilS tatbor # :it wwl.d Art.",. him it ~1't , 

hould ..... jeot bie pun1sl:wentJ but 1$ inno~Q'1-1tati4 I.u;cb 

Cl"'O t oo mucb tor h1~, 

want · 

would only l"~etllbe't' tha't; ot b 

r 

~.UD ~1tyathat alth.ougb be 

Galt by suttering, ,i f 

11 hi s 11f& ,and 

, ... ty. l".cogl1 •• a t bis . uti agroes 't.o tb., 4.Cl.t,p. plan fJev1ae4 

,21"'l:})j.~ , ,. pp .. 

16Ib1d. ;P., 925 . ...........,., 

n'hb1d. J p . 12:0. 
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as 

ster! • 
t is intorosbing to not~ t ,ne dl£/et'EiD.ce bQtwe 

.it)"., who , titter hie conv~reslon. 1$ abio ~o acc'lJpt h1s 11m ... 

1tat1one. and Stavrog1n who refused to toke 'the '"less.er w'" 

oo:~e$ted b.y T1hon, Qnd ended by d.ltl'Oying himeelt 1nhi­

pride. 

Ra$kol nikov ant! 1~1t. .:ro abl.e to acce'pt t-nd fOl"e5.v" 

t homselves beeausa til tosQmec7tIe who ' 

torlt1ven ~hm. and even ~bough M1tY4 1. not Dtrong 'snouah to 

boaF it yot , hca baa coma to teel responsibilit.y ,f,oJr all 

nd t herefor e 1$ on the road to oomplete forg1vene>ss of all 

en and tbe ~b111ty t o love and sutfer tor aU m~H. 

Soth ot th~.e co1'1Vor'o100 111uetrate , a%'tl1eUy 'bhe 

truth DQ#itoev -46 trying to pre8~t; howe".r, he wrot ­

,nt to be Dis 

lull and complete a.nswer to the atbe:iet i-e pf'Opoeit1ons put 

oX'~h 'by I van In t he \)ook, '"Pro and Cont,ra. ff' Itie th.&. book 

he Clonvera1on 

accept.nee or t his world. and. t 

from that conv.re1on. 

her>rltrte ~t the 

(l"1nc1pl ee wbich J'ielUlt(;d 

On 4u!l:uat 24, 1$79. llosto<fVeky wrote a le-c'tter to 

Pob1edo.no$.EJV, concerning" in ~'I tbie 'boQQ. 

.. .. 



86 

say, in an arti$tie picture. And that' s just what 
worr1es ,rne, that ia, shall 1 be understood and .ball r 
aOhieve even a particle of m1 sl,m. • • • 'f'hfm there are 
the monk's precepts;. at which pe,ople wUl just ahout 
that they are aO/J\WtI , tor they are tooecstatio: cer­
tainly they are absurd in the everyd4Y sense, but in t he 
ot her, t he inner sense , I think they ~re r ight. Anyhow, 

worry much, and I should very J!lUch l ike to have your 
opinion, for ,I value, and respect :it very much. I wrote 
the book with great love. 21$ 

As the book opens. Father Zos.ima is d'y1ntt; but in 

the, £elit hours l~r't, hUrt" he tell.s t he ato;ry of hiLi l ife and 

conver.iofl, giving the principle" wh1c.h be considers to be 

baSic to the Christian life; and which are the, anS1t(Jr to th 

denial ot God pre.ented largely by I van in t he first section 

of'th1a chapter •. 

Z08s1ma =speaks first of his br'C>ther. Markel , and th" 

ue8~ lntluence wh1eh he had upon hi,. l lte,. He::is conVinced 

it' i t bact not been for his brother, he .ou1d never ba'V .. be .. 

come a monk. 2l9 

He then speaks ·of 'the g~eat lntluenc.eot Holy Scr ip­

ture upon h18 .11te. He remembere, ,at eight Y.81"'8 old, his 

mot.her taking him to, l~Sl$on the ~nday bdore Easter. I'C 

W88 the t1l'st t ime that, he conecioualy received theeeed of' 

God ' s Word 1.nto his hea,rt;220 and it occurr'Od while listen ... 

1M to the book ot Job ...... 1 He marvelled at the g;o-eat V11Gtery 

Translated 
by 

p . 40 • 

• 10 ,46 . 
• 

• 347. 



87 

that, at~er suoh tOl"tlCmts', God lao < ,rQi h1~ 

creati on; and Job. tUl'n" pra' tbe ' 

He t.urnG t o l'eC:QUect-1on~ or hi be be .. 

11itar: came I monlt: zocoima ®ent almoct. ~ht, 

cadet school.. in Pe:t.et'sbur e,,t king up so many new habit-a en 

op1n1.oru; t hat!\e liae tranetormed into ,l. c:rue.l, absurd" nl-

4Q81:. savQ8' oreature." He aCQulred a. eurta<:& pol ish or c:our­

h ~he '~ench languag$, but 

~rld on drw'lkeua~~ .. , .biluche,ry lancl devilrol • 

did t ho athOl'" ot.f'1eel'l.}: b'l1~ :Goa 

t the r of t heIl'l for h 

than h1s companions . He Came tnt 

him,Gelf 1nto a l lte Q,t plea.sure. 

"e l ivod t hlt wa 

~ay$ that 

own mon 

or 
~lonable 

:nd threw 

in a tQWn wh~r$ he torm~d an attachment to Q be~ut1ful YQUn 

l ady: but he T>ut of't maJdn 'if' an ottar becau 

w1111nr.: tQ ;pert witb the: allure.mentG 'Of hJf.S "tl"~e end 11~.n;oo 

tiQU$ ba¢helo,r tU·' • • " Thon, all of a sudden, 

ott tef: tW() months t.oo ano~ber d:ietri et . 22.4 

v.a orcS 

married to a 

betrothed to h.1m for 

oft.$ll in bel' noUtH!. 

t 1ced nothing. H'e \fa,s t 

.. .. 
p. ~J:::J . 

'.au. 

the young lady urea4, 

ie learn$f! that SO" had 'boo." 

by cono 

et b 

bad 

ible 

~.) pp. '52-.,::.1,,. . ' 



furY ,ft.', 

Finally hew •• able to insult h1$ -r:1"81ft in publ.1a., 

torcirl$ hien to aek for an explanation and bebav1l.l,S ,&0 Ndel,> 

that he acoep:ted Zo.sima 's cha,Uerute. Tbe du.l was to tak.· 

13e& the next, day; but tbon something happened, mark1ntt t b 

turn1,n,,, point. or bits 1110. 227 

Ue came 11 in • aaVaae and brutal 

ocul, and flew into a rage 'Witil h1s orderly Afanasy, str,11d, 

bim t"ice 1n t be fac.' ,doth all b1s might ,$0 'that it ltaeJ 

co-v.reo ,dtnblood . The.'" he ",ent/to bed, slept for A~I)U 

three hour.;. and wben iI,a ._oke , day ... 'bre.k-1n1'.. 'lhe tiL 

liIaa rie.lng; 1t .a-. "lim and tH~aut1M.nd 'tUl9' bU>da were 
'I ... 228 -' "- -t ' _ .A 1 to-t ... ", t · ttl.. ... ,",~g . "s ue 8 0"", <l() ..... ,~ ou 0 , u. lb,n"Otf. 

to £eel&iOme'tlllng vU e . n4 .iwnetul in M$ h •• ~. ,'or 4"b:U 

i\,e dW not }mOlt what '1t ' •• s; and then" ft44enl, # he r.,l1l.d 

,t wasbeeauae he bad b •• ten At.na.,. t be evening bfi.to'r • • 2'29 

I~ all rose up betore my mind, it all "a ••• 1~ were re­
p.ated 0".1' again; he atQOd bato ... me end 1 .a. beat1q 
.him GnliWt" on. the tace anti be ••• bol d1n& blA :ama 
stiftly down .• ble 1'1 •• 4 .... ct., hi. ey •• ,tixed upon me a. 
thou!bon parad_. Rt atags.red at fWlW'JI blo" and di d, 
not dare t .orai... hll handa t o .P~t.ct Mm •• U . 'Tbat 1$ 
w~t .. . man h. -a be.n brollght to, and tbatwa. • m.8l\ b •• l -
1M • tel1ow' ore.tur.. What a ct'1m.' I)C 

226i!Wl .. t J .. '54,. '.D!S1 •• pp. '5,4-3,:., . 

228thia acene II,Ost l1ke.ly ttirMl up Wl~u:J.naciou. Q1 

oriel of )flU'k.l who had upeJ"1.uO'eci 'lod ., d •• ,ly \broll,gh 
nature; tor in .tev !!1C)tQent s thoae mem.ori •• baqome conecle>u\t 
in h11 mind. 'i'M. "aaerranrentaltty" 0,1 nature 1 •• coo.tant 
thee 1ft UoatoevtJky" $ , ,*o1"k81 ,cmeexpe"'!tlnc •• Qod tllrouah na­
t~.. and one a1 reapond to God by kUct1q tb. earth .;)1' 

apeak1n", Idn.41y to ~h. blrdfh et~hTh1e t. Q;onslet-ent \11th 
his cO!lvl et1on en.tt.o r.ject Go(t,'a WQFld 18 • tormot 
. :t.heism. 

229noa~oevltcy. fht· im».! b£l!Ilex. p . )" . 
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· ~81U.t.la t$lt _a it fI sharp d86ger bad pierced him r 16.ht 

tlhrough. He $toQd aa 1£ bel" 'Wet:"t) attucctdwn'b J ~hil.e t h ' 

. sun. was eb1t'd.ng. the leaves \!I$rel r.~o:U!1n, .n<1 the birds 

wore trilling tho pr.1 •• of G04 ... •• 231 nO' hid n1s face i 

bis han.d... 1.11 on nt& be4 and buret into t-ea.ra. f~hen be 

remGmbol".d hta brot,ber J.~rkel and Vbat; h. had. 81ddto Me 

'nant. " ,8 he lay dying: "11'4' 4eal' on •• ; why do you wIlt. on 
. 2312 

• 'Why ·do 10\1 lov'. me. am, l' .orth yQQ.r' wtl1't1ng on tn. ?" . 

'fb.e .am.. Clueation for'ced: 1~H.t.1l on Zo •• 1Wl; "Am 1 worth it? 

r_eml>~ed. hi$ bl'Qtb.t' r.farkel •• ,.lOS, "it !!> .. tn !trutb W~ 

Greaaell 1"e.,ona:1ble: to .11£0'1" all, 1\ t a only 't-Qat mOil d,on ' t 

nov: 'th~" , If t-hey 1m.wit. tha worl.d ~d be a pa,rad.1e. 

at onQ.~. 2'H 

ao.a1tt1a,$'C1U. tf,.eplng, reaU:led: that perha,. ha wa"" 

than all othe:ra. r ... ~a1ble lor all, til. gr-G.ear :alan$" 

tban all .en in tb.e 'World .. " Th. full tmpact of what 118, wail 

'about to d.o bi' hien he wa .. going te klll a gcod,. ,ole., .... 

'-.ob1. mall, who haddo:a. him no WrQngj, .rut by depriving bi-$ 

wite of a-ppln ••• tor the li"ettol het' lUe, he lIfou14 be 

tortu'1"1nI.nd. k'1l.1.1n8 h.. too. /0[>.,,4 

Sud.denly .. his second ea,ttte 2."\1nA1ng ln, .. ,iq ~h&t 1t 

va. t.ime t.o go. go~ 'knoWing wbat ~o do. lo •• lm. w.ntw1th 

bim to the carr1u;.; but then .aitl be bad to gO back for hie 

2)O;;b,1d .• 

a32*Ri4. ,. p,p. 355-

2)44!a1d. 

.. 

2,1..w,. 
J)~. , p. J$u. 
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urSlh He went &tl'a1gllt 'to Ai"anasyf. room, $tOGd b~tore him 

• . nd .eidt ttl gave YQU two 'blows on the tace y&steriay t tor ... 

,1V~ me. " Alanao)" started a$ though t.!"1gbtened. ,and Zos:s1tla 

,w tbtlt wae not enough, no dropp04 to the t lOQt'. i11 bi,s 

full of tleer' & uniform, and: 'bow ,10 liead to the ground. 

aaylng, "!\ol'g1ve me . '" Af"lInasY Was o.ompletely .gh.,at end 

oried.. -Ycur honour • .. • eir. wha~ you yoU dolng: Am I 

worth it?· into tear. and hid h1s tac. in hi, 

Ilo out to his secftt.t .nCl jump" lnto tbe 

Takln,gpt)sit1Un for the, duel., le'b his "~lV.l.. 

,ave the f1rot shot. wb1cb juat cra.e4. lU. ehe,ek, and ear. 

Tben b. , oried, "TbanltGod • " • no _n haa 'tuum. k111ad, " and 

threw bi. l).1otol tar: inte the wooda. lttlnted1.t.ly he t\U'ned 

to hi. .4vereary and asked hi 

lnt;o a duel in the first placo. 

,· 1 ' 1 1)' pSt.o . 

'fbilS .ott on 

,1 yeoso tor p;rfYfOk1rut h' 

to·rc1ng him to tire,' hi 

-: hi. secoad acouaed hi, 

of 41"gr a,olngthlt N[S.ll:l$nt. and hi"" .dYe"s.rry _a. much .nnQ1e.d. 

ut ZOISS_ ,could only re4pt:Jn4 :n.,pll1l "Look: al:'OUfl.d 'You .t 

the &itt. o£ God. the ~l •• i' .ley. the pur,. a.tr, the t,4ll\der 

ae, tile bird.; nature, 18 bealottUUl mel Sinl.e.s, and 'We. 

11 we, '1'. alntul and fooliah, and .e d.on 't under_anti 

tha.t U f . 1. h •• ven, torw. have only to UAder.tand, that and 

i t "Ul at once 'be tul lUled in all i ta b •• :ut1, .e _hall An't ... 

2;) ~A.b¥! ~ 

2)6tb;3;d . ~ p .• "1 .. 
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'brace each other ~nd weep. «2)7 he said thiS, there WQS 

sucb bliss in hie, heal"t as ho had ne\'er known beto1"e .. 

All the way home, his second upbraided him; and 

later thQre Was much criticism trom his comrade~. But as 

. oon as he told them that he had r .es1gned his c;o1l'l1lisaion and 

lanned to enter a monastery, they burst out lau~hing, lor­

giving him, and beeom~ friendly at once . 23 . 

Tlte 8Oc10t7 of the town. hearing about t be incident. 

began to take an imm<m&einterest in him, and · it was durL 

asoci al gathering that he met Mihall , an off1cial in the 

town . 239 14J1hail and Zossima becQme ~ood friends. and M ba.! l 

finally conteS$edto him tha~ tourt.tl~ years beEore he had 

murdered ,sonUit(me" 240 All t hese years he had been toment·ed 

by s ' d •• 1r:e t o confess his er1ele, but 1t Was only ·after hear­

iIm 0:£ Zoasima and the duel that h~ bald been ·able to make u 

his mind to go through with a COnlasa1on .
2

4.1 

Zossima wae very much moved by t h(J tact that his de­

cision ct)neern1ng tbe duel could have .op-eat an ettoct .. not 

only upon h1rnael,t '. but upcm anQth~ human bemg a$ well; and 

t his ine1den\ immeasurably strengthene4 hi' cQtlv1c.t1onol the 

solidarity of' mankind . 242 

Zoe.1me" atter t his experience with tUhail, left the 

town an4 entered the :mona$tery, 24' 

Zosaima had a deep exper1.enoe r.>t $91.1; but h. waa 

2)'7Ib.!d. ,PI' 358. 2J6I bi d ... ,p. ,,8 .. '-'9. 
239Ib1d. , Jh )60. 240Ik1d, • • p . )64., 

241Ibi d. , p. 368. 2421b14• 
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bN1W'!ht. thro .t to 

conv&:-s1on to 'Ood. 

not fully e~l 

He le the only $bl uM.an to tt 

no other uolutl Qn. It Zo,esl-mlll. 

• ,Qoain 

t ,good. t.hrou" 

t.h$t. although God, 

) Ii 

or eVi l, and tner- .., 

~~~at I it- i s 0 ..... 1st-ad the aav -,' 

sible to tlee t b. , end1l1g tn mlYtbingbut seU ... dest,nu::t1on 

i n QfHl rorm or another. The .ohoice ~ginGt Hlm btd.nl'!. dAA-

,. 

r and dea~h. One mu~ 

deed, .s lU.tya a 

dov11 are £1~hti 

From tbes 

n 1 ,8 in .. 

it'ound on "bloh God and 'till. 

Q;"~+JjUl on t o s=ive 

oertain basicl)rinelnlc;s of the ... tlan lite wbich 

licitl: net; t Go 

l'obl 

~o1lCffrn the two 

." ~~.r"1ene. o.r h18 OtU1 inabil.ity to lQv\J, 

tor- ao.t1 'V& hats:' 

,d. oruelt,. 

,ZQsaima 115 w811 ~are of tbe 4U1'1eulty In 10v1n., 

,on<f' s nel.ghbQr , 

love and loy 

barth an. dreadful t .h1ng il 

one d.ream. ot lO'ViJl&. 

,arld. wiah.o tOD.rlo, 

e41a'. act to .... , 

dly and !;n the, s1gh\; of .11 .. 

-an would glve hi$ lite U· only t.beord •• l 'would not ~tlst 

hen, 

teo l ong and it ..,eryons "erewatcbing and appll\ld11Ut .a 't.bawd'l 

24libld., p. 314. 244~. , P. 127. 



01'} the 't~e. Howevar, act.ive lov kG$; labor and torti­

tudoand ie, in a a , almost SQiance.2li-; 

c~1ve love 1~ difficult, bu~ not 

tllo"Ugb it takes eol'l~tatlt watohfUlno·i(I.$ 

1ble; a1-

H 

l ittl 01:'1 

When 1'.01340-00 W 

dosJ.)erat e that 

it back. ·If And Suoh til man 

o ~O on 

.1'01" J.on- Ue _YS thBt 

can· ,.tt;ai. 

uabl~or odneeiv 

ruJ,.'10 

14 him that 

1.."1 prison .. be w, o 

<sause 

' 1 t!ght1ngfol' th 
" 

15 capable of holtUnf! out 

cU,ttne\\ .. f.f}t1ni" an 

th6t 

n, "ho 

• gre.~ 

9) 

24'~ 
'~. , . 0.1' love b.1ag • . acience 

., .1..0 taken Uf) 1; • 
i JtoU ... 

:U~'iid:. . Ih '0' • ~""~. , pp. '16",,)71. 



9. 

van bad 0 f ono" s neif.bbor 1$ j.T.'I_ 

Q$s1.bleJ and al~hougll lloetoe'Vsky maintains til , 

of lov love w-ill.. nl)ver be 

chieved in ana ' 3 11te- time .• but. Will b~aedomp11ah.w onl y at 

tn. , 

ceQ 

time. fte s~ 

,d develo~Q11' 

age as a. time Qt Pro ... 

%,9-

flect!ons jotted down in td!3 notebook on A~r!l 16. 1864. 

1. G.enee, of ·8Volu~1on" 10 retl.ecttd in iOBel. t. dr .. of 

the tuture .hen 'the m~st· cortupt 

DnQme<i of hJ.4 r i cb. no will f 1nd 

hie joy onl y in deeda o£ light and aneroy .rut not 1n eN.l 

. 31..,. 



nd onv1aus ~1val 

:1 

tb ChriG~' 8 help. 

,1ro to be th0 SOM/' 

"neli6'\t~ me t.hnt 1t will 

11 

",n$'(f . 1e to 'be tf}und Qnl" 

o 

.r~m~"ima had tnm.'Uu. 

one to 

e ~hey dQ ! ·t 

""~; bu 

out. of oth~4t.. but. \1111 

t SO 

t hfl GPlrltual U.l);~U':' 

,,11 of bh1a woul 

t it woul.d como, but no' 

. ,'b 

!ht, t-h •• ' ot .nolQtlon~· s.. a1eo round tn C£~ • . ar~d 

J'un1thmen.t ~ 

tb.e dayt 

.Wff!b, ,a,a1n8to t.he 8Qc:1allat.. ot 

INtl'Yth1ng w1th thOl'Il 1. "'\lb. ~.t'lc. of en • .r1onm-.t •. " 

s 

. d noth,1n& e18e. 'tl,eir tAVQu.r:t~. phrasef Fr om wMe 
1'011."_ that , U sOc1ety 1. nOrmtk1ly org.rd •• ed, ell cram • 
• . ill c ••.•.• at onc$1 81nqe ther. \ttl1 be no. thins, to. pro., .... 
ten .ce1hs~ an4 .1 men will beeome rigb'ttHn.ls in on. in .... 

t ,ant . P.um.n~"tiur. ia not taktll. ato account, it; 1.8 

0 __ .tJ A )6'1 
~.~ :p . · 04 2,11W;" p . )79. 

.' 



nt i r e co~mun1 t r andclo~er to the end of timo. 

Rut i$ i s '. living P1"OC$Will by the ftoly S}}i.l"it , end 

oannot be f ot'ood by .y &00101 org~ni.Qt.1 ~ 

r this s ense of devolopment :tally exPlains 

o $tO-QV aky t o strong Gmph&G16 UPQ't1 aelt-!'orglven •• s; tor 1n 

the l i£ht or an evolution -~cosu ., an inf'1n.ite amount 01: 

humility and pat.1()noe wit.h one' s f.$elt 1a needed. Self ... t o ..... 

Iv 1s $ portent that 1ihon t •• lla Stavrog1I1 that i t 

beli evos he can forgive. himself., and 1£' he soak. to at-tab 

to that torg1vo..'le$$ in this world by nis $U£tertnc • t hen h 

~. complet~ f':a it.l\. 2'.,. ZQsoima tella Na~Gme Hohla~ov not t o 

be sCQr ntut of b~rsQlt and to avoid t '8ar. ";ltver ~e tr1f(ht .... 

en$d at 10tAr own ta,tnt .-h •• rt9dnG'B ;Ln atta1n1Jtg love. D{Jn 't, 

bet tr1gllttnod over-tl;n.lch even at your •• 11 r.o't1cm •• 2'5 An4,t 

,on biG dea.t.hbed, h • .eounsels an; Gven d,.pel' humil i ty; ttl! 

you ain youreelf and grtey~ evtn unto 4eatb tor your sine or 

,.16 • 

• 6S . 
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for yOUX' wdden sin, t.hG.~ rejoice tOJ:i ot.hel's, rejoie.e lor th 

r1/dlteO\l8 man.. Ji:'&jo.1ce that 1£ YOll bav. air.m.ed,he is r1gbt­

aue and bas not. sUuied. ,,25 

This Id.ad of hUm11it}~ dematui. _ community orlotl:ta:t .t o.f\ 

d solt-forgetfulness that .~ 11ke lvan dO$s not possess; 

$'0,01 cour •• , the reco:gni~lt)n o,f hi. Qwn i :na'bi lit)" to love 

leads him into a kind <>t 0),,111.01 

,·fDr.cticlng Christi anity. 

tne pO'.'1b1l1t 

o etr·ees the need tor patience and htun:ility 1s not 

thereby. t.o encour.ge laxJ,ty . tt. 18 imperat tve that. mall 

stJ"UU..le with all hi$; nt:tgnt t o pt'ac1U.ce ae1l1ve love, for be 

It b •• n given only .one 111'. in which totultlll his clestin7 ' 

only on. 'mOlneAt 1ll whlch he e.u pract1ce "a.ctl",. ).!x&n& lov·e . If 

I t b. reject. t llis moment •. ther~ is no other in wheleh it ma 

b. aocompl i.hed. Zo •• 1m. maintains t.hat hell fi1. t ne auft."" 

1nno£ beirut w'uable to love, - .nd. •• ya that t he tonnent of 

such .peraon who baa iscorned Ilnd raj 8et" th.emom1!Ult. g,1ven 

< Ue. preci •• ly in be1ne able "to 1":1 •• up t o t.be Lord wtth­

out ever hav11Ut lo.,.a; , to be b~\libt C10,.8 to t ho •• · who ltav 

loved wben be h.. 4eep1 . .. their' 10" . . .. 257 For tb,en hii will 

.... c'l •• r1:y £14 will tbi ret to l .ove, but t here w111 be notb­

~l" •• t , no •• crU1ct tn his love, tor b1. .anhly l it. t 

over. :~ though he would gladly giv., h1. l ite fot' other. 

1t a.a never bel ttto,r that 11t. is P ••• ed wbicb can be .aQr~ ... 

t 1e:ed tor let'., and now 1'.ber8 14 a gul f t :b ;edbet",.en 't ,bat 

li,t. aud t bis U1atenc • • •· 

p . )foAI . 2'712,M_, .p. 387. 
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furtb a1ntains in the tae. of doubt 

(:onQem1ngt.he uiatonee of the tutureU.te, thatflltboui~ 

te uiat,elicG cannot 'be PNym. then 1 ... way to l)&Qomeot,m'" 

v!llsred of it . and tbat· 1$ by the •. ~pU'!en{}e of act1ve 10'9:$. 

~'tr1v. to' love yOUl" lle1ghbot- actively and la4etatl.gabl,)' . 
In . '. t ar .a you _«valloe in ].ove you will grow aurar of 
the r •• 11tyof 004 and of t b. immartalt ty otyour soul. 
It you "ttl'.in 'C,Q pertect, aeU"-foraattuln... ill the love 
o£ your ,neighbor, ~ben you w11l baliev. wi thou.t d.oubt ., 
end no cklubt oem pos8,1bly ea,.I" yow,- scul.,2S9 

The •• cand pX"Oblem that I van bad rai sed coneel'rt1 

the· "i.t,mes .. r QQd Was 'tne uper:l.ienoe of' manJd.ncl t Icapae ... 

_,y tOl" acti ve ha\t,%'edand cru.l~J' . .. e v.. completely soan .. 

4&111«1b1, .¥l~ un.J;ble to. forg1v., ~ll. tOl"tiut'G,.e ot' t hl 

,_14r_. 

i6'oaa1ma to.leue up th1e po1nt.~l>11citly andt·ell. b-1 

-el.low lIlOl'lke tl\at i t the evi l dQ1ne otun move. them to !n .. 

di • • 1;,1on, end ovel"- wt",elmiM 41810.1'".81,. or ~au ••• in them • 

de.i.". £Of' ... engeanee" tolley aM ul4 *hun above • .11 thiM 8 that 

fael1.whT.bey should g4 a;t onoe an" •• ek esutt.r1n g lor 

them •• lv..... tboUSb \ htQ" 'We'Fe ,SUllt,. ot tn.' w~.ng., It tile, 

can aocept tbat auf'£ulns and, b •• r :it. 'hei r b •• J"t. " ,ill be 

comforted,,, awl t -hey will com. to Wld • ..,atand that t;hQ' too ar. 

gUilty; tor they 'light ba",e b •• n _ 11£$' t o t be w11-doers. 

I t t he., badb.en .. 111ht, t hey would _ye l ight.ned the- path 

tal" other. 't.oo,. and the evi l .. doer m1 b.en ... 6<1 b: 

their l1pt from kte a1:n,,, .0.8i"* MY' that eyeryone 1s 

reapoue.tbl e ~or a1.1 mon and .tor eve.ryt.hing on earth, "not 
,t " T Y . -, $ ') * t: 

2'91111\<1 . "'Ibi4,. " p.. 6) • 



moraly through 'the gemt.r-al 81nf'ul neaa of cl"ea:tlan, but eAch 

oneper$onal11 fol\' all mankin4 anti $Very i:ndiv1dual man ;261 

. nd i t 1'1 only t hrouGh t his knowledge o£ reepo,nls11;1111t y that 

oneta heart will grew 80tt wit h 1ntiJ11t$-I univerltal" 
262 hauat iblt love. tella tnOOl nev.r t o let t be Itin of 

cGnfou,nd t;!lt ra t nor t ear t hat i t \f1.U weal" aWllY t.hei r \fork a 

hinder' its be1nE llccompl 1ehed. 

D'O ,Qot •• " f Sin $.& mllht l " w1ckedn... 1$ liii.,ghty t IV ,_.~ 
en,vJ.roMlent i s -.r.:i.ng us. ••• Y $ld bindering our ,good 
work tJ"Om being dotus. ' Fly f',rom t.bat, dejectl on# child­
renl The .... 18 only on.o meua otulv.t1on, then take 
au,elt and _ke, 1oura.ltr,oap.ona1ble for all met. &1nliJ, 

tb.t. 1. the tNth , you knott, l:rle.n48, tor •• lioon •• you 
.ine-IF.If make your.eU r.,pon.a1ble tor evv)'tb1ng and t or 
all men, you w111 se. atone. 'bit. It it re.l1y 10, and 
t.hat lOll .1"8 to blame tor .. ery one _d tor ell t hings. 
aut throwinG yo·utQ1Co, 1ndolen~,. ami ilnpot4lt\ce, on othus 
fOu will ,.4 \t, aharj.,ftl the ,"14,. of Satan andmunnuJ"i 
~tnlJt Go4 .~) 

aa tell. t b. lIl 1tortlneber part1,cul$rly tbat t bey Oan ... 

_ot be • Judge of an,yone. 

'or no one c.n j\ld.ge • criminal. \tnt U he t"ficogn1... t hat 
be 1. Juat 8lacb • criminal.. the lDA_n .~.nd1ng ba£or. him, 
ancS to.t, he perh.p~ ia . more \hal1, all men to bl.me tor 'that 
cr1me. 'When, lie un4U"Jltanda that _ h. w;U,l be able . t.o b-. • 
Judga. 't-b01l8b that. sound. a1ltaul"d" it. 1. 'tNe. XI I hld 
been :r~Ku\,. m.y •• lt, p.r_p.~h",.woul.d blve ib •• n no 
crilnlnal .anding b.ta... me. It y,ou can take tl~n YOw:''''' 
•• It tbe OJ-1m.- (Jf 'bh. c:r1DJ.lnll )'O\.ll" b.art ie Judl1t1g, take 
1t .tf; ont., flUtter tor him ,oura.lt" and let .him go wit-h ... 
out reproach. And. Men 1f t he la. it.ell m.lee.you, .hi .• 
Judge, act in the same. .pU";.i.t $0 Ear a. po.sible;; tor h~ 
will .go 8.41 and .cOlldemn hllll •• UiItOr-e b1~t.rly . tban you 
hav. do nil" I t" ."tel" fOur )d •• , h., go.a a"81 Wl~OUCJUld# 
mock1ng at you, d.o n-ot let tbat be .. _umbll ng-hl oc.l!: to 
rou . Itaho". bi."tme hla not y-t come, \)'1411 i t ~11l a-
in cJu. $ur;.e.. An4 ~,f i t come. 'no~, DO' matter; tf nett fl., 
Ibhen.nothet' in hi. , .lao. wU1 un".r8t..,\.d and .utter', and 

~ 2,lb1! . , P . 1.,,",,-

26)l bljl . 
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JWige andoo .. ndemn himself!. a. nd ,tbe t:ruttb will bta t'Ql ... 
f1U$S . i el.leY. that., btl,eve l , tftth9Ut- doubt.; tor 1n 
thlat 11 •• all the hop. and faith ot the sa1nta.afi4> 

H. ,.l,t.them they im.$tr«iu~mb.ev 'tha:t " tb.ltY are 'working fo·r 

the wh~l. anti act1ns for tbe .fu'\#Ut"fh It mar t~ke time,. but 

their light 11111 not41e even wrum 'they at.. 4ead. !6S Aboc'V'fj 

,all, ·th.,y mustbew1111nm &0 lov., _.n even in 'ills 8ifh "for 

that. 1. tb. aembl$nc!$!. o.f IH.v:tne Lova and 1G ~b. b1ghfl.t l..,ve 

on Qarth. ui66 

'1'b1a i . 8 • . '1,,11 wbat ;Ivan refu.e., to de) becau.. h 

h$$ no .en •• of .. olt4atl t.y* ai_h.r in ,8~G •• or 1n evi l . 

fie c'OndeJtnl. the tol"tal"'._ bctQau,.. he 40e, :not e •• that he 1& 

as ba,4 .. • t hey; :lQ·r dQe8 be: t.h1akt Q·f hi-nut.lt •• uan.y w 

tonsi.cte<l.lth~ or reapo.ne1bl. tor. tbat; .. ' ~:JtlnHIt., He do • • 

a~qu1l" • .orne in.tll'" :l11tO htm$elt .. hen be 18 £Oi"e~t. a4mlti, 

that h. '1,. I . "'va .... !' ,and; When b~ ".,1:oa to ... aU •• that he 

is Uk. btl t.t;h,r and Sm'.rdf.~v. .a4 ht. "t~lvl.l. 4 .. 1,1. " . . 

Ho'We'VeJ", .t.b.. out-com. otbh1acr to1' 1. n .... cl.rl .fi.d) bllt 

i t ,1.8 O',",.1n tha~ ,1f' I-VlUl fiOflit not. "v.m \Q God tor t org1 v.~ 

fte •• , .n4 aub •• q;u.:m,l.y come t.c torg!v., bJ.. t.llow ... un, he 

Will end hy " •• troy-tn, h1~$elt out of hatred and ,rtd$. 

It 1. int.r.*,1n~ ~o ~o_. tba~ eaoh of the Cha~.eters 

Whocboo •• agairUJ''t (}od n.a one c_rac~«r18tic in Corllf:IlQXU 

264IIJ,!~ •.• , . la4 • 

" . ... - ; . ~Qi! . • 6~ ~ ~6,: 
in 1'be!y:-2;. • . 'ri,t~r, 

-"'61~~$l . t p . )86 . 

'ih1't}~em. 10 t.k8Q up ill 4eta11 
p . 12 ... 16 .. 
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1r111ov, 261 Stav~o.Sin,26ts 11.$kolnikov (before hie eonve~ .. 
6 ' 270 10",) , 2 9 and Ivan ara oompletely devoid of a san •• of 

sol.idar1ty it ' .ltd bo·ld thaselves alQof' trom. everyon~. On "he 

other ha.'1tt. Zoss1ma i s friendly and lov .. .$ i3'1nu(Jr'Q.271 t lyosba 

ever juClg •• anyoru!,i12 he evenl..ov.s and .ccopts. hiS 

lather. ",1) {tete tully SWat ... that. he i$ .. "K.rl)mazo'V' ... 214 

ut, bur.tbly .coopts Ud.s S'o11dari.t.y in.;1n. 275 

F1n«11y, ~o.$·· 

fOil all otoreAtiou. 

ounae1. lOT., not. only tot' men" but 

Love .. err l.at. every ray of O~c1t. l .. lg'tft . tov. the 
tnimal.a. .10"" tbo plant-." lOY. e"vytblns. If you. lov!. 
Iv.rythlns~ you will perceive tbtl <livinG myatol"Y in 

thing. ,it . On¢e, you perc. 81 .... 1'tt you vlU begin to COmpH'"' 
hend. 1t bett.et' n~ day. Ana: you ,,111 come at last t 
l&YtiJthe. wholewoJ"ld wi~h an aU .... braQ'ins love.216 

o aDoak. of tob.e faot. t.hat. ,hi,. brotb.~ had •• kd 'the b1.t'de tQ 

;forA1" • . him, _4 .. y." tha't» alt.houghtta, .owula •• a •• le.e" 1t 

1'8 .1gbt, t01;' ·.11 is like 4n oc •• n , aU ia tlow:1ng and. blend." 

~.& ; • to~oh in on. plao. aeta \I,m~v_Cl' ., the O1iIherend of 

p . 93 II 

210noat".o .• VakY,. gt",me.lndluoi,btlten.t, pp. ilO, 2'~. 
21lp~Hlto.e;v.YII!l:!! §atlttr, Jahlnl.2V 1 p;p. l), 19" 

'.1
1219:10 . .. p . 29. 271Ib'1t} •• , .. lr. 

214.-._ k ' lid. 21511..14 ' '1..,.0 ",4:", -~., lh ... ",. . .. iI .• , pp. 111,7, 4~i\:.. 

2161 , ..l . ,_btl:u, p. 4Ju. 



"h elle tham to t ... ..nrn::IselvGe on th 

.reb alt,d, Idsl ;l:t.. t.o love t.bo eal"'th with 

·uming love; 1;.0 l .ove all. 

·~;;,.I..I,* W$ 

an eo" bise 

le $uddenl 

e turn.a 

10, 

~com .. 

to 

:l:mds to hi • he $lo~ly ilsnk Iron 

his chair t ·o his kn$es .• 

nd then ftstr.tched OU~ hie arm$ and a 

(UJta.,. prayifll and ki8e1~t~ ground" quiet).)' andjoyMl,. 

ave up hi •• oul to 004. 

~. ; P,P- )82-)Sj. 
216 ..' , lW-. pp. )8)-381+. 
219 
~. , p. )81. 
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Deet.oGVak.yl\ae a:t.-tem.pted t.o anow· t.bat the gistence 

or ~bY.1Q.1. and mC»t'al evil ¢81\ b. jutlf, .$ mu.ch an indicat ion 

o£ ~h. ex:1atuCQ ·of God .$ an indicat.ion ,ot t be non .... XIS .... 

tence of God. fte bAS <lone ttl!. 'by abotJlng that. phYll1c*1 

vl1 18 intolerabl.e tn the face ot a gocll, ••• and meaninll ••• 

un1v....... to'f! the very knowledge of "hi. mean1tl,gl,e •• n$&& 

toml. t.otiri ve a man ~H> att1¢:lde·., But 1t tnt". i ,e no God; or 

futu.re. 1il1'e anemta.:Gt. thtm ccntElnd witb t.he potutib1..11t:y 'that 

nature he. produced all organism 'which .is not phycholog1cell 

equipped to cnoo •• tor, or <18al "1~h, this existence.. a t.ct 

'wbich would be, in·cona1.t_\) 'WlthQ~.I".'. wd,varsal la. o£ 

alt"'pr ...... at1on. 'fh,.le14tenee of God te.e,en.tiel not. 

Onl.y to the 10881b11111.1 of' • producti"e andm •• ningtu} lite, 

, ... ut tlo the v.~; eho1¢e tor 11£0 i:t •• 1E. ~t.tlt't'UlO.t-. ,. 1l'J 

the l1&ht of £.1'h" pby.1CI1, ,evIl b.eome. not. only tolerable 

ut tat •• on .. profcund meaning ,and, purpose. fb,1.o do •• not 

in itself pro .... t.he e.d .• tan4$Qt God, but 1t. do •• tnd1cat" 

11 Ju.,at •• probl.at1c; or more 

0, 't.nt.n .. tbelst..ie one. 

In the: es," 01 ltlor41 $'ti l, !)oat.o.'f~ky tl'1iJd to sbo1ll 

t.h8,t tn.,.. if no adequ.atesolut,1on to the problem o£ flloFal 

U ouiie1deot t aQ promise of a tutur. ,life wb1ch. gives 
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man $Inc! hie tlct;lone . n lntr1tutie 41gn1tY' ,a.nd Illeallinlt'. ,8" 

,xamln.El. t netht'lle .l,tern.t1v~a of "Th~ ' alac'. 01 Glas.,ft 

tfl1'b.e Tower ot Babel,· and ill'b.. ~afi ... ! 041t . nd attW'lpte to a11GW 

t.bat nonfJ of 'theae conGt:.i.tut.es $ workabl.' solution. fhi t n. 

0$$ ~n to show thAt t n, v"J"Y H istence ot mo.J!"al evi l i tself 

would ••• 'Co be an ll'id1cQ'bion of the ex1ateuce '0:£ God rot' 

1frnoral evil d1<1 n.ot ~1($t. tht49 wo~14 tvoul4 be complet4l1y 

ICd. and beneft wGti.lct l,)G God itsflll. HUman treed-ore t. t b 

explaqtion for 'bhe ,u1,at,onC:1f of n11. but blMliU1 treed<m I ,. 

alsocqable 01 chooe:tng t ho Good lor 1$1ch an 1& d,.st1n,.d. 

Il t b ... were no human tr.e4o~ the.r. lIQuld be no ~l, 'but) 

the~8 tfOllld be no po,e.lb1:U.t,y tor the choice of t.he Good 

either. 'urthennore, 11> 1. only the myltez:oy at Gr.c. whic. 

QM brill, about tbe aonv .. ,don or he.n .bl. to tho.torm a 

;qn from tbe depth. 01 • .,lti,hn ••• and eruelty to tM heights 

ot "ncl~l~Y. fhe a idene.e, ot God 01'" I'UtuJ"e 11£. 15 the 

only e)q>1a •• t l on tor" • .fulaol.utlQll to" tbe probletll .of mora,l 

eV.11. On.ce again, this do.. not. .\lao1-.,.l, provetheui<$"" 

t mQ8: 'ot 0041 but. i t. t!Qea eMw t hat. ,.n _t.hei .tic 110.111$00 1s 

nf)t, able tiO oft.,., " b.tter .xl1anat1on or sol,ution to t be 

prol'ilam 01 evl1~ in tact t he problem •• om.to ');,..Qome even 

,.ore, int •••• 

In t -hi,s way l)(ultofN.ky bri.nAa one tea •• t.bat aiSloe 

't he m'Dllcati c;Jne, or .n atheistic poti'b1on. are, J&. le'ft ••. s 

equally problematie a •• 't beit)t1c one, t he primary mctb'. 

behi~4 raith, or the layk of 1t. 1,0 llot 1nteUeetual con­

viction b\lt choic • • 
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In the light '01 t ide, be t)t'oQtJ,eda to give, his, real 

argument, fO'(' the .x:tstenee of God in .'\lah a w,ay $' 11o a:pp-.l 

to man' . htal"t ,t'athe tluln just to hle mtttllect . 1\ncJ Oft 

doe. this through the me,U:utn Q£ hi. art in the oreat.1on of' 

... .raater. 9l'14 a vl et ona 

,ub119 beauty and mea1'ling of 1>h. ChP:la>tian pot'$pect1ve. !U .. S 

'dnNotft: 1"1II101\g t he .same 11398 •• tI.bat given 1:1\ Ser$p'b\1t"e 

Whic:h 1. not in term. of an intell.otw.l syUOgiSM, but 1n 

tertI.ot 'the Wit ne.a of tile gcm to t ,he' Father and ot th 

Holy Spirit to t n. Sen 'tlarouah t he b.u.1e.V1na co~@itywho 

atteat t ,o tbe valu. and. worth of ~b. aevelation :1n Je$'lU l 

:hr1a~ . 

,oon~».&sm 

no,tow.ky', living in the lat. n1n.th •• n~h c.ntury. 

"POllS'" t ,bto.logical ide •• which the ",.at of t he world is 

cUll.y coming to in 1;;he lett-"" twenti.tbcent.ul'7: he lai d 

t~.ng .,ha"la upon the tmportano. 01 Scr1p~u;r.. and upon 

t h. ;au.,aity of hearing t he Word of God i n ori.l' to bulev.: 
hi e lem.e oltbe lncam*t1011tA.a ~11ng ... be, worked constant­

ly :in 'e'rutl of the "'uuratMntaU.'tY* otpv • .,nit and even ot 

",.ature'l hi, saw human nar.ure, under 1),h .. guidanoe ot the Uoly 

Spirtt. not, •• a. at.t1c pb.Q$menon.but a,s Ulvolved in a 

dynamic: Pl"OC.' .... hic.h would c:ulmwte' onl.y at tbe end Qf 

t im.,: 1 hi. und.rGtanding ot faith vent t.,. beyond the ~l"ad ... 
t i onal ut •• of lntel.lectu.al a,jffU~nt " he ... ·and und.r~ood, 

l It 1$ po •• ible ,bat Do $'toeveky ' $ •• n.. of -evolution 
was parti.uy 11Ulp1.t"M b1 'eert.a1n .,peo,. ot the aooia11sm 
wh10h be espoused in Ms •• r11 <lay • • 
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t.be pO$s1bil1:ty of UUflconsc:s'ous faith,. d perco1va4 depths 

Qf .. thOc1$JlI in the ~4 hQartO£ wb~ch 't ,ne oonac1ou ~nd 'WllS 

WlG\tiItJr~. 

emilY well ask ' quOSt1M. how d1d Dostoev$k, 

come to the8'o id~a. Phs antwer I to be very ~ueb 

thrQugh ,hi~9\tfn elq?e~lonce. H1sown eonvor$lOn took pl-alle i 

iean, brolight. aboue by reading t.he· tift reetament 2 and by 

tho "_cr.m~t,a11tyit ot tbe other ,ri.on«t'lh th;.l5toft$k, felt 

that, tn. l\u$$1an eonpc!otutne$s, WI. b ••• don Cbr :1&tian1t1, ) 

_ .. 4 that 1t ,,*. ~hecontact w1t.h. tbis oon:sc.1otu~ness that con ... 

vetted. him .. I t wa$ ~til. tt1t"eot.cofltac~ \f1th tb t t .ll 

brothe,.l y Ulergtr w1tb t.he .in _'lomon m1 .• tOJ"tiUn'h tbe r •• U.· 

at1on ot 'toll. tact that O,ue hal blCO!'f. .ven •• tbflY. tbat onft 

s been made oqu.l to them, and, Gven t o their low.at 

t .. ..• 4 
''''''I.tum • . 

1t 1a untloub~a.ble th3t h18 p,~oto\l.<1W1d.,r.t.ild1l¥ 0.£ 

net atIlI' ex- att"l,UrJ1!l.a. 

Do_;C)evaky' 'W8$ a man t.o~ by 0-04. By h14 owuad.m1fuJiofl 
i _ - 1 . q .. ~ '. il ~i\: - "tt 

2nostoevtkY, The 911a ·91 I Wri~!r, p. 'Ih 

4Do.to.vsky.~b,' nillX o£. wr,ll&r, p . 1,2. H. 81 
ip.n.att.4 strotl~) tb:eGpo""nce of (Li.XdhooQ exper ltnc •• 

tor' the lat . .. to.nnat.1I)tlof the perlJOI" and reo.U. that tbe 
or.aakthrou,p in ll2 .• hoat111'ty toward. bi. f.ll.ow pl"iaone:l"s 
\ta8 the, IntltOry ot anenC()untHtJ" With t.h.P .... aat Maret wh.n 

wa'. onl y a small ch1lo-d, a •• . 1b!Q1a[1 .of • !t:.1t,'r. 
p . 2Q,- 210 . .. . .. 
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he •• 4 acbUd o.f this age¥ . :&. cb114 of uniaith and, Dcept1-

c1am, Q and teared t.hat he WQW.4. !!",e.1l&inao unti l tbe ead of 

his l1te.' Out of his OWl} doubt-iii and, tom.uta, he wrot. 

some of t he moet for-cetul 1lr',&U!!'Hmte U.inat th. e.."t1stence of 

Ood ever dev:tsed.; but., WO,,1O n ugh his, 0111'1 araument.6, h ' 

1,so created ~e .1 tb 

x1a-t()nce 'Of God. Ho says Of b,1t1self: QI't waa n()t a 

child, that I learnt to be11ev. i4l 0111'1et and conteea bia 

faith. bu~st forth. from a huge turnace. of 

doubt . " 

p . 31. 
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