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Chapter I 

FROM UNIFICATION TO WORLD WAR I 

Italy was one of the last countries in Europe to attain 

political unification. It was during the mid-nineteenth 

century, in the period known as the Risorgimento, that Italy, 

a land which had been desired, fought over, and possessed 

by many rulers and countries, was finally welded together into 

a unified kingdom. Mazzinl, who made the liberation of Italy 

the one objective in his life, inspired the Italians with the 

desire for national 1ndependence and un1ty. But other equally 

determined and courageous men, such as Cavour, Victor Emmanuel 

and Garibaldi aided the cause. These men, completely differ­

ent in character, temperament, methods, and abilities, were 

united in the common cause. 

After a long and bitter struggle, the goal was achieved 

in 1810. During the next thirty years, the new kingdom of 

Italy, sought to find itself. Many difficult domestic prob­

lems prevented her from achieving the 1nternal unity which 

she desired. The seizure of Rome in 1810 had produced a 

tension between church and state which kept the country inter­

nally divided. In the family of nations, Italy was considered 

an intruder. There were leaders abroad who thought that the 

new kingdom would be short-lived. l 

lLuigi Sturzo, Italy and the Coming World, 1-15. 
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Cavour had given to Italy a parl~amentary government tor 

which Italy waa not quite prepared. Too much tIme had elapsed 

since the Roman era tor Italy to be succeasful In governing 

heraelt. This unreadlness waa demonstrated frequently by dis­

orders. distress, and political backwardness ot the sucoess!ve 

::.uin1a tries. Moreover. the European powers were quite dis­

trustful and bItter toward this Patrta luova. Minister 

Agostino Depretia took this situation tor granted but Minister 

Francesco Criap! was to learn it b,. bitter experience. In 

tact, the Fasciats later looked upon Crispi as their dIrect 

predeceasor because he was the first state.man of the lew 

Italy who conceived the idea ot Italy a8 a world power.2 

2Herman Finer, Mussolinl's ItalI, 42. 

Up to 1892, Italian nationalists had visualized Italy as 

a national state with the hope that it would include Italia 

Irredenta. But in 1882, Minister Crispi decided otherwi.e. 

He felt that Italy's expansIon should take other torme. He 

was convinced that Ital,.'. greatest en • .,. was France, not 

Austria, and he claimed tha.t Italy should become an economic 

and imperial power before it could become a un!fIed national 

state. BIdIng on a wave or anti-FrenCh and anti-clerical 

sentiment, he contended that Italy's future destiny wa. in 

the Med! terranean and not towards the Auatro-Hungarian Empire ~ ~ 

~1argot Hentse, Pret&8c!st Itall. the R!se and Fall of the 
Parliamentary Regime, 126-166. 



Crispi approached Bismarck who referred him to Vienna where, 

1n 1882, the Triple Alliance of Germany, Austria-Hungary, 
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and Ital,. was formed. Soon German capital began to pour into 

Italy_ l~om the combination of German capital and Italian 

labor. an era of prosperity for Italy resulted. It was during 

this properous era that Italyts economic leaders brought 

forth the uSacro Ego1smo· with its economic implications. 

In 1680, nepretis had failed to take Tunis which was 

then easily available. It was mostly peopled by emigrants 

of Italian extraction which would have been sufficient reason 

for acquiring it. But the Italian government hesitated and 

France acquired it. To compensate herself for the 10SB ot 

Tunis, Italy sought to obtain a colonial empire in eastern 

Atrica along the Red Sea. 13',. treaties with natiye chiettaina 

and with Oreat Britain and by oommercial and military occu­

pation, ahe acquired, between 1882 and 1890, the sparsely 

peopled tracts of Eritrea and Italian Somaliland, and thence 

set out to subdue the Negro kingdom of Abyssinia (Ethiopia). 

The AbY8siniana, however, routed an Ital1an army so decisIvely 

at Adowa in 1896 that Italy agreed to make peace and respeot 

Abyssinia's independence. 

The small success and the meager returns were discour­

aging for the great expend! tures of monel" made by the Italian 

government to elevate Italy to the pOSition of a Great Power 

and to defray the expenses of maintaining an army and a nayl". 

To avoid bankruptcy the government tmposed a heavy burden ot 



taxation. The economic condition of the mass of peasants 

and urban workingmen was bad and their standard of living 

was low. The population was increasing at a more rapid rate 

than employment could be found to absorb it. These condi­

tions caused considerable unrest. Part of this surplus popu­

lation, however, migrated to foreign countries.4 

4Benedetto Croce, ~ History of Italy. 1871-1915, 27-40. 

The spread of Marxian socialism and revolutionary vio­

lence found fertile ground among the industrial workers in 

the northern cities. A socialist party was founded at Milan 

in 1891 and had become so popular that in 1895 it succeeded 

in electing twelve members to the Chamber of Deputies. 

Anarchism and revolutionary syndicalism also sprang up. They 

would have nothing to do with any parliamentary regime but 

concentrated on the idea of class warfare, organization of 

labor, and acts of violence against emplo7ers and the govern­

ment. As a result of these disturbing conditions, the govern­

ment began to devote more attention to internal reform. In 

1904 the government was forced to callout the army to sup­

press a general strike at Milan. The strike was conducted 

with great violence and with obvious revolutionary purpose. 

Consequent17, between 1904 and 1912, several important reforms 

were adopted, the most tmportant being universal manhood suf­

frage. In the general electlon of 191~, the first under the 

4 



new suffl-age la'll, the Soelalist Party .lnoreased lts member­

shIp ln the Chamber of r~puties from 43 to 78. Giolltti's 

Jllinistry was so weakened by the election that he resigned. 5 

5Carlton J. H. Hayes, A Politloal and Cultural History of 
V.odern Europ!, II, 5'79. 

During this period, Mus.olini was an ardent socialist who 
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had been writing articles attacking the government. In 1911 

he was much interested in starting a world revolutIon. During 

the Turco-ItalIan War, 1911-1912# his article. were con­

sidered 80 unpatriotic that he was sentenced to one year in 

prison.6 

°Oaudens Megaro, ~ussolini In the Maklns, 81-83. 

Nationalism was arIsIng agaIn In Italy. It was stimu­

lated by the concurrent rIse ot 0emocrac,- and by the writIngs 

of a group of intellectuals among whom Gabriele D'Annunzio 

was t~e most prominent. He had developed and propagated • 

seal for the acquiSition of Italla in.denta for which he 

demanded war against AustrIa. This resurgent nationalist 

clamored tor greater armament., a more vigorou. foreign 

poliey, the "redemption" ot Italia irredenta and more colonie •• 

In 1911-1912, Ital,- waged a aucea •• rul •• rwith the Ottoman 

Empira and obtained 1ts African prov1nce. ot Tripol! and 



Cyrenaica and in 1912-1913, she obtained a special position 

in Albanla. '7 The outcome of the 'l'urco-Itallan War aroused 

'Carlton J. H. Hayes, ok!. clt., II, 579-580, 685. 

6 

a new spirit of confidence 1n Italy's power and prestige. It 

was olear now that Italy could fight its own war for its own 

ends. To the Italian people, it was the beginning of their 

career as a world power. 

This new nationalism spread beyond the boundaries of 

party polities. The society, "Dante Aligh!ere,· doubled its 

memberShip between 1905 ana-1914 when it took up the idea of 

irredentism anc became the chief organ tor all Italians 

living beyond the confines of Italy. Another society, "Pro 

Trento e Trieste" was founded to carryon irredentiat propa­

ganda 1n northern Italy. The geographer, Ettore Tolomei, 

developed the theory of Ita11anlty of the Southern Tyrol 

while other scientlsts came to his support with their dis­

covery of Italy's "natural rrontlers. M8 

8Herbert W. Schneider, 'Makins the Fascist State, 3-9. 

'1'0 the nationalist group" World War I was a godsend to 

end the Internal class struggle 'filth whlch the Socialists 

had kept the country In turmoll. ~ussollnl, the edltor of 

a paper The Class Struggle was Dru.ch pleased to hear that Italy 

would rema1n neutral in the event of war between Austria and 



Serbia. ~hen Italy proclaimed her ne~trality on August 2, 

1914, the aeai-official press explained that Austria had 

acted and sent an ultlmatum to Serbla before informing Italy 

and that this waa in vlo1ation of the Trlple Alliance. 

Behind this declaration of neutrality Italy had two purposes. 

The first was to gain time to prepare herself and the second 

was to enter the war on the side which offered the greatest 

"compensation.s. " 

Italy was totally unprepared for war. The Glolittl 

Ministry had left the army deplorably deficient in munition., 

heavy artillery and machine guns. There was no aircraft. 

She waa totally without coal and poorly supplied with iron 

and other raw materials. There was a shortage of Shipping 

tonnage and her ports were Inadequate tor asslstance from her 

aliles. There was much talk ot 1ntervention but the majority 

of the people were opposed to enterlng the war. But, as time 

passed, Italians began to take sldes as to whether Italy 

should or should not enter the conflict. 

The Socialist party had fought endlessly to maintain 

Internattonal solidarity when the rest of the world was In 

the throe. of unbridled nationalism. Eighty deputies con­

demned the war as a war of capt talism. Among the extreme 

left wing socialists was Mussolini, who waa then the editor 

of the ottieial socialist newspaper Avant!l At tirat t he 

praised the Italian government's policy of neutrality. But 

in October 1914 he changed 8idea. ne was ou8ted from the 

7 



Socialist part for desiring participation in the war. He 

atill considered htmself a loyal socialist. At his expul­

sion from the party on November 25, 1914, he said: 

Do not imagine that by tearing up my membership 
card in the Socialist party, you can forbid my 
Socialist faith or prevent me from continuing my work 
for the cause of socialism and of the revolution.9 

9Herbert Schneider, Ope cit., 8. 

To keep hia ideas before the people he started a new paper 

Popolo d'Italia. In it he expounded the theories which later 

became characteristic of Fascism. Musaolini argued that 

Italy would be forced into the war sooner or later, 80 she 

might as well enter it of her own free will and for her own 

interest; that Italy would be isolated and despised after 

the war if she remained out of it; that neutrals never domi-

nated anything and that Germany and Austria must be defeated 

if Italy was to obtain her national boundaries. 

These arguments were echoed by various groups who either 

for material or emotional reasons favored intervention. It 

was these groups who in the name of "Sacred Egoism" brought 

Italy into the war in return for the acquisit10n of certa1n 

territories. A secret treaty Signed by Great Britain, France 

and Russia with Italy at London, April 26, 1915, promised 

Italy a conaiderable extension of territory in Europe, ASia, 

and Africa.10 

lOIbid., 11-12. 

8 



Chapter II ' 

POST-WAR ITALY 

At the close of World War I Italy felt that she had 

truly won the war and waited for the rewards that had been 

promised to her by the Treaty of London. There came instead 

a bitter awakening. The nationalists aptly called it "the 

great humiliation of Versailles." It was at the peace con­

terence that the Italian achievements were minimized and 

Italian imperialism was denounced. President Wilson openly 

opposed secret treaties which in turn caused diplomatic 

embarrassment to the Italian delegates. 

Mussolini wrote in favor of the peace conference because 

he, along with everyone else in Italy, expected that the 

9 

terms of the Pact of London would be fulfilled. But, as he 

saw the drift of events, that Wilson refused to honor the 

secret treaties and had gone over the heads of Orlando and 

Sannino to appeal to the Italian people, Mussol1ni began to 

criticize the peace conference. He contended that Italy had 

won the war but had lost the peace. He blamed Italy's states­

men, calling them a handful of timid, pess1mistlc, and 

degenerate old men who had thrown away what Italy had so 

dearly won. Nitti and his policies were made the special 

objects ot his hatred and invective.ll 

llBenito Mussollni, Ml Autobiography, ?4-?6. 



To make matters worse, four and a half years of war bad 

left Europe prostrate. Among all the Allies Italy was in 

10 

the worst condition. 1~e deplorable economic and social con­

ditions took on explosive forms in 1919 with strikes, mutinies, 

and a terrifying increase in crime. Among the causes which 

contributed to the continual unrest were the discontent among 

the masses, disillusionment at the political results of the 

war, the popular disgust at parliamentary ineptitude, and 

the feeling of national humiliation following the failure of 

Italian ventures in overseas expansion and international 

pol1tics. 12 

12The Fascist Party, 3-8. 

The increasing instabilIty in public affairs threw a 

mass of desperadoes and shady characters into the arena of 

politics. Agitation, strikes, and violence forced the 

Orlando's reSignation of June 19, 1919. He was succeeded 

by ~~ancesco Bavario who personified the anti-war, antl­

national, and anti-Victory party. So low had morale fallen 

in those days, that he granted amnesty to deserters and 

encouraged subversive movements throughout the country.13 

13Roberto j'arlnaeci, 8tor1a del r;'ascismo, 79-92. 

On September 12, 1919, the poet, patriot, and ardent 



nationallst, Gabriele DtAnnunzl0 led an organized band 01.' 

black-shlrted Ardltl (ahock troops during the war) to Flume 

In a chartered boat and took the cltJ by force. He entered 

the capital of the Quarnarc at the head of his legionnaires. 

t~ssollnl declared himselt wholeheartedly tor D'AnnunzI0 and 

opened up a subscrlption tor Flume in hia Popelo d t ltalla. 

This adventure was signiflcant tor two reasons. Flrst, it 

was a declslve stage in the making of Fascism and secondly, 

it demonstrated that the government was 80 weak that a 

politieal adventurer could aet himselt above the government 

wIthout tear 01.' moleatatlon or punlshment. DfAnnunzlo t • 

legionnaires defied the Italian government tor a )"ear betore 

they were expelled by Itallan troop.. Thi. expulslon 

Infuriated the natIonalists against the government and the 

ministry !n power. l4 

l4Benito Mussollni, op. clt., 123-125. 

The damestic aeene was becomlng progress!vel7 worse. 

11 

Mill10ns 01.' soldiers had been demobilized with no jobs waIting 

for them becauae Industry was demoralised. The few jobs that 

existed had been filled by those who had ata)"ed home. Foreign 

trade and toreign markets were lost or closed. Tourist 

traffic whlch had long been a source ot Inoome waa at a atand­

still. Prices of food roae. Rich trader. continued to make 

exceasive protlts. They were called "presciani" or sharkB 



and it was on these war profiteera that the people vented 

their hatred. lS Ex-soldiers demanded land but there was none 

15The Fascist Partz, 8-12. 

available. So they seized the large estates and unoulti­

vated lands. Mussolini supported their actIon. Soon there 

was ~lch looting of shops and violent conflicts. Concerning 

these aotivities, Mussolln! demanded in his paper: 

Down with the oppre.sors of the poorl The people 
must rise and strike at those Who are starving them.1S 

l6Emilio LU8SU, Road to Exile, 4. 

Glolitti, preoccupied with this dreadful domestic situ­

ation, signed a treaty withdrawing Italian troops from 

12 

Albania except from the island of aasena. The Nationalist. 

cried that this was an additional "Inglorious page of history!" 

Conditions in Italy became 80 bad in 1919 that a vigor­

ous rebirth ot Marxian Soeialism with its lert wing revolu­

tionary ayndioalism appeared. It gained new followera beeauae 

of P!e apparent Buceess of Lenin and hia "dictatorship of the 

proletariat" in RussIa. Theae socla11ata committed sabotage, 

oonduoted strike. and other acta of violence. They appropri­

ated industrial plants and attempted to operate them with 

little or no success. In parliament, the Socialists con­

sistentl,. voted against the measures of' t'he government thus 



'producing a stalemate. Because of th~ generous promises of 

the Socialists, the country veered fast towards radicalism 

and anarchy. During this perIod there was considerable talk 

of a Ifdictatorship of the proletariat" for Italy.17 

l7F'arinacci, op. cit., 144-156. 

The political seene changed in 1919 when the Pope 

13 

removed his veto on Catholic political parties. A new party 

was organised called the CatholiC People's Party or Popular 

Party headed by a Sicilian priest, Luigi Sturzo. He was 

supported by the Catholic intellectuals who wished to counter­

act the hostility of the Liberals and by Catholic peasants 

who were sympathetic towards the party's program of social 

reform. The peasants liked the partyfs plan of distributing 

large landed estates among peasant proprietors. The program 

of the popular party was based on t~e prinCiples of a demo­

cratic government. There was to be liberty not merely for 

the individual but for the natural and historical organisms 

Which preceded the state of Democrazia Christiana. Sturzo 

had an abiding faith in democratic institutions leavened by 

Christian morality.IS ~ew of his t1me were able to command 

laD. A. Blnchey, Church and State in Fasoist Italy, 65. 

such a high degree of personal affection and admiration 

from his supporters and certainly no man was more hated by 



the Fascist leader than was Sturzc. A writer, neither a 

friend of Sturzo, nor an Italian, nor a Catholio describes 

him as follows: 

The very antithesis of Mussolin! in appearanoe, 
character, behavior and thought ••• a radical, social 
reformer, a pacifist, candid, fearless, brilliant and 
above all else an honest man.19 

19Ibid., 65. -
Don Sturzo took the position of aegretario Rolltioo of 

hia new party. He saw it become the second largest party 

14 

in Italy and a r1val tor leadership with the Socialist party. 

Although he maintained that his party was Christian in spirit 

and not sectarian, its membership was ma1nly Catholic. In 

1919, the Popular party captured 101 out of 508 seats in the 

national Chamber of Deputies. Sturzo became a powerful 

figure in the country's politics. No cabinet could be formed 

without consulting him. He came to tho conclusion, Jlowever, 

that his party leaders lacked courage. The Liberals ahowed 

themselves incapable of assuming the responsibilities of 

direeting the government When a coalItIon eabinet rell through 

beeause of the objection ot the Soolalist leader, PhIlip 

Turati. 

With the Popularista on one sIde and the Soeialist. on 

the other and wIth both having fairly detinite programs, the 

middle-claBS lIberal major1ty in parliament could present no 



unIted front. Internal dissension between the two groups 

was aeute just when f'lr:w.n.ess and unity were needed most. 

15 

In 1920, Gioll tti just manago('l to form hIs fourth ministry 

but he was gettlng old and was u..."lable to press for any 1'"8&1 

social reforms or to employ armed foroe against lawlessness 

and disorder. 

Disorders reached a new peak in 1920-21. The Communists 

kidnapped capitalists, set up "revolutionary tribunals," 

armed themselves as "red guards fl while strikes paralyzed the 

metal industries I t 11e raIlways I and even agriculture. r.l'he 

government dId nothing. The workers, however, found it diffi­

cult to carry on without managerial experience, raw materials, 

or a sufficient food supply_ The SOCIalists split among 

themselves. Their representation in the Chamber declined 

rrom 156 to 122. A Communist party appeared with 16 repre­

sentatives.20 

20Farinaccl, on. cit., 150-151, 262-267. 

In 1921, a new nationalIst group, the Fasoists, appeared 

in the Chamber of De~ltles with 35 seats. It was at this 

time that FaSCism, begun as a revolutionary lllovement, put 

itself, more or less openly, at the 8ervice of employers to 

destroy the workers' unions. Glol1ttl welcomed the new party 

as a oounterpolse to Socialism. 

Glo1ltti dissolved Parliament in April 1921 and appealed 
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to the country. Many landlords who w~re much affected by 

incidents 1n the brief reign of radicalIsm, university people, 

and professional men were muoh disgusted at the trend of 

events. 'lbey were looking for a general house cleaning in 

government and the emergence of a strong, and patriotic 

aCn'inistration. The Liberals could offer nothing because 

they hac become a quarrelsome minor!. ty. 

'l'he prE!wlers who followed Giolitti were men of medIocre 

quality. There was stIll time for the Socialists, Populariata, 

and Anti-Faacist Liberals to form a coalition against the 

Fascists and save the democratio state. But the continual 

petty quarreling among these groups in parliament rendered a 

coalition impossIble. Glolittl ' • auccessor Bonomi saw con­

tinued clashes between the Fascists and the various other 

groups. 

Mussolini tried to restrain his Fasoists aa he felt that 

they had gone too tar in their brutallt,.. He tried to get 

closer to the more liberal groups. His financial and military 

supporters stepped in and prevented it. They were determined 

to fight the I1Redaft to the bitter end. They needed Mus.olini, 

tr only to fascinate and hypnotize the masses. Even without 

1;ussollni's help, the industrialiats and agrariana were quite 

pr~pared to abolish the parliamentary system and establish 

a full-fledged :military dictatorship. Mus.olini'. craving 

for pewer urged him to the final step--the complete betrayal 

of the workers' movement.2l 

21Herman Finer, op. cit., 135-138. 



Violence once more dominated the,polltloal lIfe ot the 

oountry. The failure of the It~llan demoo~atle elements to 

lmlte against the Fasoists brought ruin and destruction. The 

strife and turmoil among the Liberals and popularists caused 

the overtlrow of Bonami!s government. Luigi FRcta was tn-
. 22 st,aIled as new minister. 

221J:2!!!., 138 • 

Facta, a provincial lawyer, was known all his life as 

Giolltt:tta f'riend a.nd reliable follower. He represented the 

rullne class ot Italian bot~geolsie whtch at first backed 

17 

the Fascists and whioh later could not get rId of them. In 

I"acta's eyes, GIol1tti was the greatest pollttcal genius in 

Europe. Acoording to his polItical foea, Facta was Glollttl t • 

errand boy. There did exist between Glol1tti and Facta a 

pupil-teaoher relationship. Facta followed in the footstep. 

of Giolittl. ne was a quiet self-controlled man with a 

magnetic voice. He was humble and firmly believed in the 

average man. 

The FaSCists, however, were convinced ot Facta's weak­

ness. Feelins themselves the masters of government, they 

encouraged outbursts of vIolence in various localitIes. In 

S0ptenber and October 1922, MU8so11nl was still willing to 

~form a eOQ,11,tlon government with the understanding that his 

own followers wou.ld be given sufficient representation In the 

government. Again the Soc.lalists and Democrat. hesitated. 



This t1n:.e they lost. Th~y 'JlToltJJi !".eve~ he :;1 ven the o"'lpl)r-

tunity asain. 

In October, at a great congress of Fascist! in Naples, 

~,~u8sol1nl delivered 111.s ttlt'.!l':atum: u!.<:tther the government 

18 

will be given to us or 'We shall seize 1t by marching on Rome.
i3 

23tierman!:<'1ner, 9E. c1,!_, 147 .. 148. 

A. minIsterIal eriais ensued. A tardy att.empt was lr's.de to 

bring t~e Fascist! into t"e ministry by o:!"fering th.ew certain 

}:,ositions. THl Fascist! declined. Instead they began their 

"yrarch on Rome." Over 10,000 F'ascists armed with revolvers 

a.nd cl~lbs arrived in the city.B4 Facta asked t!16 king to 

24£enlto 1:ussolinl, .Qp. el~., 174-17'7. 

(,aclare l'tl9.rtial law. The timid king was afraid to risk his 

crown to proteot the Constitution. He rerused. 25 Upon 

25I£!£., 183. 

l'learing this news, the Fsselsts became bolder in their demands 

anc. came in greater numbers to Horee. Facta's posltion was 

now so untenable ~lat he awaited the reopening of the Cha~ber 

to submit his resignation. Rumors were spreading that Facta 

was secretly wor:!ing for the return of Gioll tti. 21 

26Luigi Sturzo, Italy and Fascism, 80. 



As a result of Facta's ineffectual actions, Fascism was 

allowed to gain control of the government. Carlo Sforza 

was surprised that Gio1itti did not appear on the scene in 

Rome and seize power. When asked about it, Gio1Itti replied 

that he had thought of going, that Facta placed every 

possible excuse in his way, and that he finally decided to 

remain where he was. Gio1itti claimed that Facta had been 

hoodwinked by the promises of a new cabInet in which he would 

be prime minister and Mussolini and other Fascists his 

co11eagues. 27 

27Car10 Sforza, The Makers of Modern Europe, 130. 

Great hopes were centered on the Fascists by their 

backers, the industrialists who had pledged whole-hearted 

support in their paper L'OrS!nizazione Industriale. On Octo­

ber 29, 1922, the king called upon Mussolini to form a new 

ministry. The government which the latter established on 

October 30, was a coalition in which the Fascisti were pre­

dominant. 

The legend of a non-existent Bolshevist danger per­

sisted and the Fascists owed much of their fame as restorers 

of law and order and saviors of Italy to Bolshevism. The 

march on Rome, however, was an offensive act and not an 

act restoring law and order as the Fascists have always 

claimed. 

19 



Mussolini: Background and Early Life 

To understand MU88011ni in his two major careers, the 

one as a Socialist, the other as a Fascist, it is necessary 

now to investigate his early life and career. He was born 

on July 29,1883, at Verano di Costa, a vIllage which over­

looks Dovia in the commune of PreddapI0. He wa~ the oldest 

of three children of Alessandro and Rosa (Maltonl) MU8s01Inl. 

The father was a blacksmith and a socialist labor leader. 

Hia mother was a graduate of Forli Normal School and a 
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teacher In the primary school there. The land where Mussolini 

waa born 1a one of intense feelIngs and polItIcal violence. 

It has been the battleground 01' extreme radIcal ideas and the 

fertile ground for the growth of Jacob1nlsm, Carbonarlsm, 

_ssinian republIcan 1nsurrectionia'Bl, anarchism, and revolu­

tionary aocialism. 

Alessandro Mussolini followed the anarchistic Inter-

nationalists and all too frequently, he, along with all the 

sooialists, anarch1sts, and Internationalists, was looked upon 

a8 a common crImlnal. It was a source 01' pride to Benito 

whIle a SOCialist, to point to hIs own pri80n record and that 

of his father and grandfather.. When hIs father died in 1910, 

Benito was a riery twenty-seven year old edItor of the 

aocialist weekly, La Lotta dl Clasae (~. Class struggle) 01' 

Forli. Concerning his father, he wrote: 

My rather experienced the joys or party work and 
a180 the inevitable bitterness due to the moral petti­
ness of men. He waa a good man and at time. excessively 
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altruistic. He dId good to comra.des and adversaries. 
In many respects he had a tormented existence. Hia 
end waa premature. Of worldly goods he left U8 nothing; 
of 81' ir i tua1 goods he left us a treasure: 'lb.e Idea. 28 

28Megaro, OPe clt., 25. 

Only fragments of Alessandro's writings remain and most 

of these have been distorted by the Faacist writers. But 

the spiritual treasure referred to by Benito was the "Social­

ist Idea." An artlc1e which he wrote in 1891 described his 

enthusiasm tor socialism. He wrote: 

What is Sociallam? The questIon is asked by the 
massea who are ignorant of this noble idea and are 
frightened by the powerful and mysterious word that 
echoes resoundingly fioom one end ot the world to the 
other. SocialiaM, we answer, is open, Violent, and 
moral rebellion against the inhuman order ot things as 
now constituted. It is knowledge and the excelsIor 
that illumines the world. It is reason that supplants 
faith. It is free thought rebelling against prejudice. 
It la free love taking the place of a legal contract. 
It Is a free agreement among all men to live a truly 
decent lIfe. It is true dBstice that reigns as 
sovereign over the earth. 

29~., 2'7. 

Alessandro MussolInI was poor and hIs livIng conditIons 

were of the crudest. He felt great sympathY' for the peasants 

who had le.8 than he. He also felt deeply about those who 

had to emIgrate to earn their dally bread. The third Italy, 

a8 he called the middle class and the Catholics, were 
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constantly attacked by him. He was an ardent anti-Catholic 

and an atheIst. He had no use for the Catholic priests whom 

he referred to aa the "Black Sect." 

Atter the above incIdent, Alessandro waa not as active. 

He continued to write and attacked the evil practices of the 

perIod. He wrote about the inoreasing poverty ot the workers 

and their need tor employment. When Alessandro Muasol1nl 

dIed at the age of fIf'ty-aix, he was remembered and esteemed 

by his comrades as the "father of PreCl.appio 8001a118111."30 

30IbId., 23-3~. -
Benito's mother was a pious Catholl~who was not 

interested in 80cla1 and economic questions. Because they 

were poor ahe taught school to increase their meager income. 

Aleasandro was inclined to be too generoua to hIs needy and 

per.ecuted companions tor whom hi. home was a frequent refuge 

and gathering place. 

Education 

About his early boyhood, Mussoltni relates some 

intere8tlng faots such as learning to read between the agea 

of f'OUl" and five. He attended hi8 mother'. school from the 

8ixth to the ninth year. Then he attended school taught by 

Silvio Marani, the chief elementary schoolteacher at Predappio. 

When Benito was nine, he was sent to a Catholic school tor 



b07a conducted by the Salesian Fathep. at Faenza. His 

fathep was opposed to a Catholic school or college but his 

mother inaisted and to make hep happy he consented. Benito 

hated the idea as he felt that college and prison were 

identical.3l 

31 
Megaro~ op. cIt., 42. 
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During hia ata7 of two yeara In college, Benito 

remembered three things well. Fipat, he recalled the 80clal 

discriminatIon that existed among the students; secondly 

his briet stay, and thirdly hi. expulsion from the college. 

He was already at that age responding to hla fatherts 

teachings concerning socIal and economic inequalitIes. In 

thIs achool tor various reasoDs, the students were divided 

into three classes with the result that BenIto, a chIld ot an 

extremely poor tamily had to dIne at the third cla88 table.32 

32!bId., 43. 

A claasmate Insulted him and Benito did not hesitate 

to stab him wIth a penknU"e. He a180 got into 80 m8ll7 other 

scrapea that he acquIred the reputatIon ot a Htough"' boy. 

He became so dir:rlcul t to handle that the Salealan F'a there 

were forced to expel him. 

Hla parents, then, .ent him to the Royal Normal School 

of Forllmpopoll Where he completed hia hlgh achool trainIng 
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1n 1898 and normal sohool In 1901. H*!J:-e, too, he was regaJ-ded 

as a 1iyely fellow. During hi. last yeu at school he was 

agaIn suspended for ten days from aChool.33 

33 !ill., 40-45. 

When Mussolini was about seventeen years old, he 

delivered an apologia for regicide. In this article he ex­

pressed his admiration for the anarchist, Gaetano Bresci, Who 

had assassinated King Humbert of Italy, July 29, 1900, at 

Monza. In this aJ:-tlcle he defended at great length the need 

fOJ:- vIolence In politIcal action. As early as 1901 he was 

mentioned In the Socialist paper Avanti. From these tacts 

we may conclude that he was known as a SocIalist to his co=­

radea In hIs teens. 

In 1901 he obtained a post teaching In $n elementary 

sehool in the Commune ot GualtIerI EmIlia. He did little in 

the way of Socialist activIties there. After an unsatis­

factory school year, he borrowed forty-fIve llres fl"om hi. 

mother and lett tor SwItzerland in Jut,. 1902. 

During his stay t~ere he tound comfort, assistance, and 

an audience among the Swiss and expatriate Italian Socialiste. 

He managed to attend some ot the coupses at Lausanne Uni­

versity. Muasolini'a main work in Switzerland was neither 

"manual" labor or "university" work. For the moet part he 

was a labor organizer and SOCialist. pl"opagandiat, and 



journalist. His associates in Switze~land thought of him 

as an active revolutionist. 

In 1903, he organized the stoneworker's strike in Bern 

and was expelled from the canton for his efforts. In 1904, 

he was expelled from Geneva because of a falsification in 
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his passport. He had ignored the call of the Italian army 

and was listed as a Renitente de Leva or Refractaire 

(deserter). But,.during 1904, an amnesty was granted to all 

such deserters. This gave him an opportunity to return to 

Italy. He reported for military service and was immediately, 

inducted into service with the :seraaglierl. 

His time in the army was cut short because of the death 

of his mother. For the next three years, 1906-1909, he 

engaged in teaching. He did not like it and kept getting 

into trouble beeause of his Soeialist actIvities. 

In 1909, he gave up teaching and gave hi. time to 

Socialist aotivities exclusively. He went to Austrian Tren­

tino and there he directed the affairs of the Secretariat of 

Labor and edited ita weekly, L'Avvenire. He put great seal 

into hi. work. He hagan to write rop 11 Popolo. of which he 

became managing editor becaue8 it. edItor, Batti8ti, wanted 

more time for hia scientific geographical studieB. 

Mussolini was 800n expelled trom Trentino beeauee of 

having participated in a plan to begin an armed irredentist 

movement. Being an Ita11an and an outspoken writer, he came 

under suspIcIon ot the authorities. Circumstantial ev1a.nce 



that MU8so1inl was contemplating t"'te use of dynamite against 

the Austrian authorities was found at his lodgings.34 
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34Piner, op. cit., 46-47. 

He returned to ForI! where his father was running a 

tavern. Helping him was a widow, Anna Agostini Guido, whose 

daughter Rachel. later became Benito's wife. Mussoitni 

lived at home for three years. He was asked to publish a 

paper of hi. own. So he became here, at Forli, what he wa. 

later to be, In the Italian Socialist and Fascist movement-­

the dominant leader, the duee. 

Although edItIng this paper was an uphill fight, the 

struggle between the socialists and the republicans ... vio­

lent and it appealed to all parts of his belligerent nature. 

He named the paper La Lotta di Classe (The Class Struggle). 

It was filled with valuable articles giving Mussolini's 

extreme vi.ws on all subjects such as patriotlsm, militarlsm, 

religion, etc. 

Here he was imprlsoned in 1911 durlng the Itala-Turkish 

war, on numerous counts such as rlots, hamperlng war work, 

interfering with recruiting, etc. Between the years 1910 

and 1912, he kept his readers informed or socialist act1T1-

ties in Italy and other countries. 

He read a great deal about revolutlonary movements, 

methods and objectives in periodical lIterature. Then he 
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ran in his paper ~ Lotta dl Class~ a, series of articles, 

sketches, essays on such thlnkers or agitators as Thomas More, 

Babeux, Fourier, Robert Owen, Banqul, and Kotoku (the Japanes8 

anarch.lat who was executed by the Japanese government in 1911). 

Some ot these articles were reprinted from other papers; 

others were written by Musso1lni. His education was thus con­

tinued and broadened. He, a1ao provided in lils columna .. 

cultural program tor the educatlon of his oo~~ades.35 

35Megaro, op. oit., 142-180. 

Through his wrltings ·h:usso1inl became a national flgure. 

When the Italian Socialist Congress convened at Reggio Emilia 

in 1912, he was eleoted ('irector of the Socialist Party and 

editor of the top SOCialist organ Avant!. ~hile edito~ he 
I 

contlnued his anti-capitalist and anti-clerical writings. He 

wrote a book on John Huss in which he attacked the Church in 

the preface. He also wrote an anti-clerlcal historical novel 

entitled, "The Cardinal'. Mistress. u 

From the years 1912 to 1914 he was the Due., the dominant 

personalit7 in the natIonalist. soela1 movement. ~rhen the 

menace of Intervention in ~"orld 'i,;'e.r I appeared, in .Tune 1914, 

he led the mob to Cathedral Square in Milano in an unsuccess­

ful attempt to seize the munICipal buildings during "Red 

~:eek Revolution. ff In August 1914, he fought intervention. 

At the SOCialist Congress ot September 9, 1914, the polic7 



established by the Socialists was neutrality at all costs. 

Mus.olini began to waver and his attitude towards non­

intervention changed. It was much more In keeping with hI. 

belligerent nature to demand intervention and aetion. He 
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had declared before that neutrals wIn nothing. So he changed 

81des In October~ 1914. lIe became an interventionist and a 

nationalist. For th.1s he was expelled from the Socialist 

part,.. 

Re atarted a new paper Popolo d'Italia in November, 1914, 

which came out immediately tor Italy's entrance into the war 

on the aide ot the Allies. Three other men, d'Annunsio, 

Battisti, and Corradlni helped Musaolini to organize this 

mo,,·ement. 

In April 1915 Nussol1nl was arrested tor organizing the 

interventIonists. On May 24, 1915, Italy declared war on 

Germany and AustrIa. 

Musso11ni was called to arms with the 10th Bersaglierl. 

He was tifteen months at the front when he was wounded by a 

bomb. In August 1917, he was discharged trom turther ml1i­

t&r7 aervice. He returned to hIs paper Popala d'Ita.lIa, and 

continued to praise and help the war effort.36 

36Finer, Op. cit., 100-103, 106. 
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Ideas of Mussol1nl 

As to tracing h1s Ideas and impulses, it has not been 

easy beeause of the many legends his followers have developed 

about him. After his ascent as the ~'a.cist Duee, many ot 

the recorda of his former llfe have been de.troyed or are 

unavailable. Even with all that, some of his earl1' ldeas, 

can be indicated. He always desired to be oonsidered a 

leader. The oause, he f'ought tor, was always secondary to his 

love of leadersh1p. He was def'lnltel'1 antl-milltaristic when 

he waa a sooialiat. He publici.ed his status as a refrac­

taire (deserter) and h.ls anti-militariatic stand b7 means of 

his articles. 

He came back later and served his term in the Italian 

Army but it did not change his hatred or militarism. Re 

still preached a general strIke and cIvil strI.fe during the 

war of 1911. 

It muat be remembered that Mussolhi came from the 

lower claas.d. The chief leaders of the pre-war Italian 

Socialist movement, TuratI, Blslolatl, Treve., and othera 

came from the comfortable bourgeona claaa. Mussolini waa the 

son of a poor blackam1th who knew poverty and whose socialist 

father had reared him on Bocialist idea •• 

Although prominent for his ideas and Circulating the 

1deas or others, he became known to hi. oomrades as a man or 
action. The record of his career, whether fascist or SOCialist, 



is that of e. gifted revolutionary man· of aetion.37 

~ Megaro, op. cit., 111. 

!i:ussolini was a man who was der1ni tel,. quite indivIdu­

alistic. His rebell10us 1mpulses found in the soeial move­

~ent one well adapted to give full scope to them. Hia 
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father Alessandro had the first profound 1nrluenee on his 

ideas. Benito read extenslvely but onl,. lIterature of revolu­

tion, or that which he could use for selt-advancement as a 

man of action. His sole preocoupation was himselt. 

He thought the masses were cowardly and he eared nothing 

for them. max Stirner's book, The ESo and Hia Own, appealed 

to MU8so11ni ao strongly that he said about It: 

the Gospel of individualism Is the greatest poem t~Bt 
has eyer been sung to the glory ot man become god. . 

3S}~egaro, t>l? el,~., 319. 

Another author from whom he selected what he liked was Wil-

fredo Pareto. Musso1ini, among the other revolutionists, 

popularized the Paretan theory of the "elite,· whIch states: 

hi.torr is a reoord of the successIon of the dominant 
minorIties (or aristocracl •• ) yarying in theIr composi­
tion and ideology throughout the course o:f human 
experience. An organised minority alwa7. constItute. 
the ruling class o:t a given people. Since the con­
temporary European bourgeoia elite or ari.tocrac7 was 
proving ver7 disapPOinting to Pareto, he began to 



view aympa.thetlcally the rIse of ,a new elIte or a.ri8-
tocraer trom the proletarian class. thua ingratiating 
htmaelt with many revolutionary wrlters.39 

39Ib1d., 115. 

So Mussolini placed his faith in the actIon of small 

groups of audacious proletarian elite with himself always at 

the head of them. He had a magnetic voice and a clever 

faculty in making it appear that he waa completely absorbed 

by zealous devotIon to a cauae. It was this faculty that 

was one ot the great sources of hi. strength as a PQlitlcal 

agItator and leader. 

He never truated anyone but him.elf. He derived a keen 

pleasure in pla;y1ng on the emotions ot a crowd. He seemed 

outwardly excited but was always inwardly quite calm. While 

alw.7. appealing to and exciting the emotions and passion. 

ot his audiences he, himselt, was never carried away by his 

emotional display_ Be waa a genuine ftblaguer" (braggart) 

uttering amall, staccato sentencea, declaiming instead ot 

arguing, dictating with a threatening tone, instead at per­

suading. 

He had a personal magnetism that made most people 
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believe anything. He was t~e past maater in the art ot 

political deception. He was completely lacking in generOSity. 

Friendship was not in him. With the exception ot his immediate­

family, Jus80lini had never loved or trusted anyone. He had 



rarely shown any like for people. His, only trusted confi­

dant was his brother Arnaldo who died in 1931. Otherwise, 

in neither socialist or fascist movement, dId he have a 

trusted and intimate friend. His selfishness enabled him to 

act unhampered by any sentimental considerations. He would 

rather be feared than loved. He was the coldest judge of 
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men and he had a thorough knowledge of all that was weak and 

bad in human nature. He used this knowledge for his own ends 

at all times. He enjoyed a sadistic satisfaction in degrading 

men and in bringing out their worst qualities. He strove to 

humble, not to elevate, WAn. He destroyed individuals by 

the most pitiless methods. Therefore he could be called a 

great corrupter of men. 40 He had very little respect for 

40Galeazzo Ciano, The Ciano Diaries. 1939-1943. XXVIII, 185. 

the socialists in the postwar period because they talked too 

much about revolution without resorting to the weapon of 

violence. Ideas did not count for htm; but power did--power 

through violence. Only one fundamental idea never changed 

and that was the seizure and maintenance of power. 

He always had a flair for whatever would impress the 

masses to use them and their emotions to gain h1s own ends. 

The confidence in himself never failed. He said on one 

oecasion: 

I am a leader who leads! not a leader who follows. 
Besides and above all, 1 go against the current; I 
will never yield and I will always be on the watch, 
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especially When the changing winQ awella the salls of 
my destiny. • • • Yes, I'm possessed by this mania. 
It inf'lames, gnaws, and consumes me, like III physical 
malady. I want to make a mark on.ilstory with my 
wIll, lIke a lIon with hIs claws. 

~egaro, o~. cit., 327. 

Concerning his opinions, he veered trom one extreme to 

the other. He was most Inconsiatent makIng use todaY' ot 
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ideas and people whom he quickly discarded when they had 

served their purpose. Mussollnl never f'elt bound by an,r 

orthodoxies, not even those which he imposed on his followers. 

He approached his problems InstinctIvely rather than intel­

lectuallY'. Be preferred to rely on his own subtle under­

standing of Italian psychology rather ~~an On following a 

set doctrine. 

With his break trom the Socialist party over the inter­

vention1st 1ssue, the development of 'Mus.olin! the Fascist 

began. He conveyed his ideas to the people through his paper 

II Popolo d·ltal!'!._ Charges were l1".ad8 that ainee Mus80lini 

was penniless he received a "loan" trom the French Government. 

These charges. however, have been c1sproved by some authors, 

among them Megaro.42 Sinee no proof can be round to aub-

42Megaro, op. eiF-, 191. 

stantiate it, it is more probable that the money might have 



come tram landowners, bankers and industrialists as Finer 

malnta1ns. 43 Being a man ot actIon, he was 1n the thlck of 

43Ftner, op. clt." 101. 

the f1ght with hls new paper. He expla1ned: 

It 1s necessary to act, move" flght, and it need be, 
to die • • •• Neutrals have never dominated 
eventa. They have always succumbed to them. It i. 
blood which gives movement to the wheels ot history.44 

44H• L. J¥~atthew8, The Fruits of Fasci •• , 40. 
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In religion, he was an athelat. Any religious beliet 

was incompatlble to a true belier in 8001all.m. He wrote 

pamphlets and even a novel with anti-clerioallsm as Its 

theme. He felt that science was disproving all ~~t religion 

taught. He otten quoted Marx's dictum that "Religion la the 

opium ot the people." He felt that religion wa_ 1mmoral and 

tha tit was a dlsease. 45 

45 Megaro, op. clt., 94-97. 



Chapter III 

THE THEORY OF FASCISM 

Action was the keynote to the origin of Faseiam. It 

was the deflnite negatIon of other doctrines. It was an 

antlparty. With the passing of tIme and under the pressure 

ot conditions, a doctrine was urgently needed. 

Fascism was not premeditated as action was ~ussollni's 

creed in the beglnning. The thoughts and ideas whiCh guided 

his actions were drawn from many sources. When the doctrine 

became necessary, he incorporated into It Ideas drawn tram 

Sorel, Peguy, Largardelle In the mouvement Soeiallste and 

the Trades-Union movement. 4S 

4f5a,nito }tussollni, PolItIcal and SocIal Doctrine ot Fase1sm. 
International ConeI1Iat!on, 5. 10. 306. 
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There was a tuslon of two main ideas, which was peculiarly 

an Italian phenomenon, the un10n of syndicalist theory and 

the doctrine of Italian nat1onalism. There were many formu­

lat10ns by secondary figures in the Fascist world, profe.sors, 

journalists, and ministers. All of them had written a great 

deal about the doctr1ne of Fasclsm. Following in the foot­

steps ot his leader, Rocco, Minister ot .rust1ce, declared 

that fascism was aboYe all action and sent1ment and so it 

muat continue to be.4' Another leader in fasciam, Gentlle, 

4'Alfredo Rocco, The Political Doctrine or Fascism. Inter­
national Concil!a~ion, 1926, No. 223, 15. 



who became the first Minister of Educatio~ in his speeches 

tried to explain that fascism was thought and action. Later 

he stated that fascism was not to be analysed as a group 
48 

polItIcal formula. The most authorItative statement was 

48Gloftnnl GentIle, tt'l'he PhIlosophIcal Basis of Fascism, tt 
Forelgp AffaIrs, 6:290-304, 1928~ 290. 

the one published In the Encic10pedla I~allana In 1932 and 

wrItten by Musso1tnl. The following i8 a summary of the 

maIn Ideas explaIned In hIs essay. 
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FascIsm was to the ItalIan a way of life. The IndIvidual 

man represented a nation whIle the moral law bound him to 

the tradition of generatIons with one mission and Ideal. Duty 

was the hIgher a1m In 11te. The Indlvidual had to suppress 

hIs own interests, desIres, and even death itseU, to attain 

this spirItual Ideal to which he owed hls value .a a man. 

Fasclam was a revolt against the materialistIc positIvism 

of the eIghteenth century. Any doctrine that plac.d the 

center of lIfe outside of man hlms.lf, and that, with his own 

free wIll he could create hIs own world, was not to be 

tolerated. Fascism wanted an aetiY., courageous, physioally 

fit man. The Fascist's lite was to be seriOUS, austere and 

religious. Fasciam was an ethical and relIgious concept of 

llte. It was a system ot thought as well as a system ot 

government. Man was the result ot past generatIons and 

hIstory. ~lthout his environment man was nothing. Fascism 
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was against all individual abstractions, utopias, and Jacobin 

innovations. Perfect happiness was the result of wishful 

thinking of the economic literature of the seventeenth 

century which Fascism denied. It denied all theological con­

cepts by which In a certain historical period the human race 

would be systematized. 

Fascism aimed at being politically a realistic doctrine. 

It intended to solve only those problems which presented them­

selves of their own accord and suggested their own solution. 

Therefore, it was necessary to enter the process of reality 

and to master the forces in actual operation. 

The Rights of the State and the Individual 

Fascism was interested In the State and was only inter­

ested in the individual when it was to the greater benefit of 

t~e State. The true reality of the individual was the atate. 

The only true freedom was t~e freedom of the State. For 

the Fascist nothing had value or existed outside of the State. 

The Fascist State was the ultimate unit of value and 

therefore it was totalitarian. It interpreted, developed, 

and controlled the entire life of the people. It tolerated 

no group outs1de of the Fascist State. An1 historical 

movement such as Socialism which ignored the unity of the 

State 'fias destroyed. However, Fascism did not ignore the 

needs which brought into existence the Socialist and Syndical­

ist movements. It wished to recognise these needs and then 



to use them in the Corporative state under the rule of the 

state Order. 

FascisM classified individuals according to the~ 

interests. Syndicates were to be developed according to the 

economic interests and supervised by the state. Quality not 

quantity was desired. It wanted to mold the character and 

religion of man. It wanted man to believe and obey without 

question. The personality of the nation was formed by the 

State, not the people. It gave the State moral unity, a 
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will, and an effective existence. The right of independence 

developed from the active consciouaness, from the political 

will in aotion, and willingness to demonstrate its proper 

authority abroad. The fascist state was the spiritual a8 well 

as the material foree W111ch controlled the entire individual. 

In summarizing, fascism was not only the giver of laws 

and the founder of institutions but the educator and promoter 

of spiritual life a8 well. It wanted to reform the mind, 

character and soul of man. This was t~. end for which it 

wanted discipline and authority to rule unquestioned the 

spiritual realm. 

The polItical and social doctrine ot fascism hated 

pacifism. It hated cowardice or an unwillingness to fight. 

It dId not believe in peace. It claimed that only war brought 

human energies to a peak and stamped nobility on the people 

who had the courage to tight. All other trials were inaigniti-~ 

cant to this one because it placed man in front of a decision 



between life and death. This belligerent spirit fasclam 

emphasized even in the lives of the individuals. 

Fascism loved life and helieved in duty and conquest. 

It had only oontempt for suicides. Lite was to be active 

and flourishing. It was to be lived for others as well as 

for oneself. 
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The fascist believed in the love of one's neighbor but 

not a universal brotherhood. He watched the other nations 

with vigilant and suspicious e-yes. He did not allow himselt 

to be fooled by other nations' ohanging and pretentious 

appearanoea. 

Marxian socialism believed in historical matel"lalisJD ot 

human society. It believed in struggle of interests in vari­

ous groups. changes of means and instruments of production, 

and new methods of work. For Faseism this was not enough. 

It belIeved in holiness and heroism, where no !1'lS.terial sel­

fishness was involved. It did not believe that social progl"ess 

was obtained through class struggle. Fascism denied the con­

cept of max1J:m.url ll18.terial happiness which. in the socialist 

ideal would be achieved at a certain moment during the evolu­

tion of its economio system. 

The Fascist ooncept ot the state was that it was abso­

lute. It was an ethical state because it had its own thought 

and its own wl11. It was the custodian ot the spiritual as 

well as the material sphere. It transcended the lIm1ts of 

individual life and represented the conscience of the nation. 

It was the state which educated the citlze~ pointed out hi. 
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mission in life, and made him a part of the state itself. 

The state respected, defended, and protected religion. 

The state did not create lts own God but respected God, saints, 

and heroes of the Church. The Roman Catholic religion was a 

part of the state. 

A part of the important fascist doctrine was its beliet 

in violence. Mussollni believed in the most rigid discipline 

for all of his rollowers. He felt he could not demand such 

discipline from the x'est of the nation unless he could have 

it in his own followers. Then, and only then, would Italy 

become powerful enough to make herself ~ortant in the e7e. 

of the other nations. This discipline had to be accepted, 

willingly; if not, then it had to be imposed by foree. 49 

49Uenlto MU8sol1ni, The Doctrine of.' Fascism. Encio1opedia 
Italiana di Seien.e, tettere ed Art!, XIV, 847-851. 

In their doctrine war was essential. They even had the 

motto, ftMe ne trego· (I don't care!" of the Squadristi written 

on the bandages of the wounded. It was an act of phIlo80ph7~ 

not a display of stolcism.50 It was an education to know how 

SOban! to Mussolini, Fascism. I)octrine. and Instl tutio~8, 19. 

to fight, acceptIng the risks involved. and therepy buIlding a 

new life for Italy. That th!s doctrIne was a living thing and 

that this fai th was powerful 1.n the minds of men was ably 



demonstrated b7 those who suffered and died for it.51 

51 I:ienlto Plussollni, The Poll tical and SocIal Doctrine ot 
Fascism8 InternatIonal ConcIliation, 16-1'. 

}I'ascisIIl was fact and action. According to it, hidden 

forces in labor and capital were the ca.uses of' war between 

classes. To enforoe its system violence was used when neoes­

sa~. In an article publ1shed 1n 1923, ent1tled "Porce and 

Conaent," Mussolini stated that every aystem of' government 

used force and no government could do w1thout it. There was 

always a mInorIty WhIch was dissatIaf'led. So that this dis­

aatisfaction would not spread and endanger tbe state, force 

was to be necessa.ry to deal with the disgruntled mInority.52 

52Por the article aee Herbert Schneider. MakinS the Fascist 
state, 341-342. 
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Mussollni was not unnecessarily brutal. He developed 

rules to govern the use of force. lIe had ruled that it should 

be chivalrous and not ravengerul. It should be tImely, pro­

portioned to its obJeot. and ot direct value. The lesson of 

violence was the easiest and quickeat to teach and learn. 

lJussollnl intended that violenoe be ueed only as the last 

resort. Pacts bear witness, however, to a campaign of terror 

known a8 "equadrlsm. If 53 

531>'ar1nao01, op. cit., 216-221. 



1[,ussol1nl had no use for the rule of the masses. He 

claimed that a small group of gifted elite of a nation was 

the cause behind na.tional progress l!Uld not mass movement. 

or theories or latent Torcea. This new system of things 

brought about order Instead of equality, work instead of fra­

ternity, and a aenseof duty and sacrifioe for the country 

instead of freedom. 
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Chapter IV 

ORGANIZATION OF THE l i'ASCI8T PARTY 

The interventionists used every type of appeal, even 

violence to get Italy into the war. By creating the appear­

ance of forcing Italy into war against the will of Parlia­

ment, the interventionists prepared the way for Fascism. 80 

the ground work, the method, and the program of fascism were 

all tried out in the years 1914-1915. The results were en­

couraging. 

Although not as important as dlAnnunsio and the other 

nationalists, kusso11ni was the most vociferous and active. 

He was effective in swaying the masses including some of 
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the proletariat. F'a8ci d' Azione had been organized a8 early 

as October, 1914, by young men of action eager to have Italy 

join the allied powers in the war. Over a hundred fasci .ere 

organized and vigorous methods of propaganda had been used to 

win the country to the interventionist viewpOint. 

Nusso1ini was at the head of the Milan Fascia and hi. 

Popolo d'Italia was the faSCist organ. The creation of the 

fascist revolutionary party as such took place in January 

1915. Its doctrine, similar to the interventionist movement, 

was actIve, violent, full of faith and courage. 

essentials stated by Mus.olini were: 

Ita main 

Only by forming this agile, free powerful organIzation 
shall we be able to act when the time oomes. It i. 
useless to enumerate all the ref'orms, postulate all the 
problems, set f'orth all solutions, if tlle means ot 
agitation and achievement are lacking. This is the 



purpose of the Pascl • • •• l·'asciam is a movement 
from preconceptions. Some fall to understand that 
Fasciam ceases to be such as soon aa it ties itaelt 
down to a given preconceived notion. The tasoi are 
not, do not, wish to be, cannot become a party. The 
1"asc1 are a provisional organization of all those 
Who accept certain solutions of certain actual 
problems. Fasciam Is anti-academic. It does not go 
in for Pg11tlcs. It has neither statutes nor regu­
lations. 

54!re Fascist Party, 12. 

The interventionists and fascists won their point. On 

May 24, 1915, Italy entered the war against the Central 

Powers. }'~usso11nl enllated In the army and served well. He 

was wounded on February 23, 1917. That ended his military 

career and he went back to the edItorship of Popglo d'Italia. 

In this position he was able to take advantage of the chaos 

that followed. 
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When the war ended In 1919, Italy was on the verge ot 

eXhaustion. Millions of men had to be demobili.ed. Italy'S 

industries were demoralized and many closed. So, the returning 

veterans could not find jobs _ They could not emigrate owIng 

to lack of funda at home and the restrictIve legislation of 

foreign countries. The price of food roae quickly_ Currency 

inf'lation added to the other problema. '!'he Socialists had 

captured 156 seats in the elections o~ 1919. This created a 

parliamentary stalemate. Soon riot., strIkes, and other 

violence broke I)ut.. The authorities seemed unable, or were 

unwilling to do anything about it. SoeiallsD:! spread rapidly 



45 

and radlcali8~ grew stronger. Shouts o~ "Down with the KIngl fl 

and "Long live Lenin! ff were often heard on the streets in 

those days.55 

55Walter Con,uela Langsam, !he World a1nce 1914, 332-271. 

Even the f~rmQtion of a new, political party, The estho­

lIe People's Pary failed to stop tne ~~ocialists and the Rs.di­

cals. The Nationalists ano the ex-soldiers were angry and 

worried that the result 'of their participat10n 1n the war 

might be an anarchlc Italy. On the 1nternat10nal fran th1ngs 

were faring just as badly. None of the promlses to Italy had 

been kept. Italy felt as though ahe were a conquered country 

instead of a victorious ally_ 

In his newspaper Mussolin1 wrote on 4anuary 16, 1919, 

that the people of Italy should spontaneously and generously 

go towards the returning soldiers. It had been proclaimed 

for three years that a new "soclal or4erll would be necessar,. 

to recompense the masses that defended the nation and to t1e 

them to the :future. The 80ldiers returned with only the 

sattsfactlon of having done their duty. They began to look 

for work. There was none. TheY' must be provided for. Mey 

were liv1ng 1n the most squa11d clrcumatances.56 

56 FarInaoci, op. Cit., 54-57. 
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So the fascists felt that a new revolutionary act was 

needed to win the peace from parliament. As an added sign to 

the coming tempest, the Ardlti (shock troops during the war) 

began to unite into an association begun at Rome and soon 

spread throughout Italy. They proclaimed in January 1919 

that "the black flames" were going to restore the national 

life and to represent all that was young, courageous, and 

bold. They were united in order to protect theIr country and 

its future against the threats of her internal enemies. 

March 2, 1919, Popalo ~'Italia issued an invitation to 

all its rollowers, servicemen, ex-service men, citizens and 

representatIves of U1.e i'ascists of the Hew Italy and the rest 

or the nation to attend a private meeting to be held at Milano 

on the evening of' the 23rd or March. The purpose or the invi­

tation was to be the formation of the Fasei di Combattimento. 

Before the meeting !lu8so11ni received many letters 

praising his movement. In Piazza San Sepolcro 1n the loeal. 

of the Alleanza Industrial. e Commercial. the meetIng took 
57 place. At this meeting there was much talk against Bolahe-

57 Ibid., 55-56. 

vism. There was much said against the government and how It 

had neglected the return1ng servicemen. Then Mussollni 

brought out the reason for establishing the fasei by saying: 



Siamo noi che abblamo dirltto alla 8ueessione per ehe 
fumlno noi ahe spinge~eI1 paeae alIa gueM"a e 10 oon­
duoemmo alIa vlttorla. 

58Ibid ., 59. "We have t~e right to suooeed (the present 
g"OV"ernment) because we pushed the oountry into the war and 
we led her to victory.fl 
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Thus started t1.Ht fasc1st revolution aga1nst the ru11ng 

class and the "old regime;' '!'he persona who a ttended the 

meeting were the unemployed, the ex-service men, younger sone 

of business men and merchants, property holders, disoontented 

profess1onal men and stUdents. As to the number that attended 

there are no f1gures that oan be ohecked. Men were present 

that later beoame famous In the fascist party and 1ts aotlvl-

ties, such as Eoberto FArinacoi, Fl. 'F. Marlnetti, tHchel. 

Blguohi, General G. Doubet, and r."assimo Rocca. 

In the beginning fascism was not the same party it was 

later on. Then, it had a certain idealistic passion t'or 

renovation and change. Among the various changes it demanded 

were: a statement of war aims, opposition to t~e imperia11sm 

of other nations at Italy's expense, and the acquls1tion ot' 

both Dalmatia and Flume for Italy. In the internal situation, 

the fascists almed to prevent the candidacy of the neutralIsts 

of every party. The national1st group eOlllUlented favorabl,. on 

this new revolutionary group_ The others dId n.ot comment, or 

if they did, it was to ridicule them and call them impotent 

and rabid patriots. 



It can be said that fascism was multiple in its origin 

and aims so it eould not be expected to start out with a con­

sistent and permanent program. That it tinally achieved a 

unIted and national organization was due dIrectly to the 

determined efforts or Mussolini to secure control over the 

party.59 

. 591larlan IrIsh, Paseisnt in Twentieth Century Political 
Xhought, 87-88. 

A hIerarchy of officials was established as soon as 

possible after the first formal session of March 23, 1919. 

A secretary general, assistant general, and provincial secre­

taries with important powers 'were created. Then a number of 

missionariea or confidential agents (fiducla.rl) as they have 

been named were sent out to those provInces where fascism w.s 

just begInning and where such new units could be brought 

under control of the Milano unit.SO 

60Herbert Schneider, Maklng the Fasciat State, 69-'10. 
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Among the e~rly organizers were Umberto Paaella, Lulgl 

FreddI, Alessandro Melchiorri, and Francesco Glunta. The.e 

men were Mussol1nI's trustIes, men or medIocre abIlity whom 

~·"ussollni could control and who represented his point ot vIe •• 

These men worked in two definite plans: first, they gave 

what local organizatlon they found a politieal form. Then 



they incorporated them into the gener~l party scheme. Where 

the local leaders were too prominent they tried to wrest the 

control from them and focus all attention on Mussol1ni. 

Seconfly, they tried to win the lower class of people. Much 

friction was engendered during this period but the opponents 

made little headway because the rich mena' sons and the 

middle class dominated the fascio. 

There were ll'lany signs of struggle going on 'within the 

party for supremacy. MusBolini, all this While, was becoming 

eloquent on the subject of discipline and hierarchy, a gospel 

preached for t. i 1e Italian natlon but inte.ndcd mostly for t.he 

too independent faBcl. 6l 

61Ibid ., 70-71. 

----------------------------------------------"--------------------------------------------------

Mussolini's amb1tions were given a new impetus when 

Gio1itt1 suddenly decided in Apr!l, 1921, to dissolve Parlia­

ment and call for new elections. ~hl1e this crisis was golng 

on in the government, the number of fasc! was increaslng 

rapidly. But no anti-party, no mere movement, eould hope to 

get very far In polIt1cs or to take advantage of the present 

situat10n without a better organized party. So the Fascist 

deputies met in Milano September 7, 1921: and suggested that 

a National Congress meet to achieve the domination of the 

62 Italian government. 

62 Matthew., Ope clt., 85-88. 
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The Congress, known as the Thlrd.Natlona1 Congress, met 

in Rome, November 7, 1921, and there the Partito Nazional~ 

Fascista was created.63 From t~e handfUl of fascists that 

631;arion Irish, Fascism. Twentieth Centurl Political Thought, 
85. 

met in 1919, the party had grown to 310,000 members and 

2,200 rasc1. Most ot these represented the northern part ot 

Italy. There were very few representatives from southern 

Italy. In Rome, the people were indifferent or hostile to 
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the fasciats. All during the time the Congress was in session 

there were acenes of violence with the aquadrista and national­

ists fighting the workers and the anti-fascists. A general 

strike occurred at this time and the fascists proclaimed that 

it the government dId n.ot break the strike peace.fully, they 

would do so with violence. 

It was a technique they were later going to use frequently 

'to gain power. 'They felt that they were supporting law and 

order by using violence to stop v101ence. 

In the Congress, kussolin1 wanted to develop a colleotive 

responsibility. It was naturally out ot the question that 

Mussolini should leave the helm or the party. Mussolini and 

Faso1sm were synon)'moWl. So the fasc1st party received a 

structure and program 1n whiCh the party was at ~us8011nlts 

service and the program was 1ncidental.54 

64Benito Mus8011n1, VI AutobiOgraphy, 143-144. 



When the 8quadristi had been organIzed into a militia 

it became the milItary organization of a political party. It 

was something new that .faaciam introduoed into modern govern­

ment. This was organized ohle.fly by Italo Balbo, De Bono, 
65 and De Vecohi. 

65 Matthew., 0E. ci~., 89-90. 
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The fascist party had its own rules and regulations 

adopted in 1921 by the National Directory with which it became 

a politlcal assooiation. In 1926, the Grand Council adopted 

the second statute which made fascism a definIte party. The 

law of December 9, 1928, the Grand Council which \"Ja8 the 

governing body of the .fascist party was changed into a Consti­

tutional organ of the state.66 Then the Grand Council of 

66}'or tl"\e text of the law see }flchael Oake.hott" The Social 
and Political Doctrines of Contemporarz I:!.Uro2!, 181-183 •.. 

1929 made provisions for promulgations of futupe party 

statutea by royal deeree .following the deliberation of the 

Grand Council and the Council of ld.nisters. 

There was no s1og1e enactment incorporating the party aa 

a whole into the state, but a series or acta had given to 

the organa of the party definite functions in the government. 

The highest official in the part,. was II Due. and, by 



royal decree, he was also, t'l-te head of the government. The 

Fascist Grand Council was to be consulted in advance of the 

enactment of legislation of a. constitutional character. It 

prepared t~e national list upon whieh elections to the Chamber 

of Deputies took place under the electoral law of 1928. It 

was a function which was tantamount to the appointment of the 

Cham-bel' of Deputies. It was to the Grand Council that the 

king must turn for advice in regard to a successor, in the 

event, that the oftiee of the bead of the ,govermr.ent was 

vacated.67 

67The l<'a'!,cist PartI, 67. 

The Secretary of the Party was, under t~e decree-law 
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o!' 1937, a member of the Couneil or Ministers and, as a 

minister he occupied the governrrent bench in the Senate and 

the Chamber of Deputies. Genuine pow.rs of substantive legis­

lation were devolved upon the part1' under the r01'al decree­

law of October 5, 1936, which gave to the central price com­

mittee of the Party and to the provincial intepsyndical com­

m1ttee the authorIty to establish the Wholesale and rEtail 

prices for commodities 801d in the ItalIan market. 

The Party was given an official 'VoIce in the functioning 

of various state organtzatlons. Among those organs was the 

Giunta. It was the most important administratIve agency in 

the provInces. The party was included in the council ot each 

of the twenty-two eategory corporations created in 1934. The 
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party took part in the work of the Central Commission for 

local finance. The seoretary of the pa.rty was an ex-offioio 

member of the following organs of the atate as, the Supreme 

Defense Council, the Council on HIgher Education, and the 

CorporatIve Central Committee. The party representations had 

to make SUl"e that all the deoiaions taken by the above men­

tioned organs were in acoordance wIth the polioies and instruc-

i 68 tons of the party high command. 

68Arthur Steiner, Government in Fascist Ital!, 39-40. 

Representatives from other organs of the state partici­

pated in the work of the party institutions, such as, the 

Fascist Grand Council which included the ministers and the 

heads of the other state organs and the National Directory or 

the party which inoluded representatives of the ministries of· 

the Interior and Corpora tIona. 69 

69I$onlto :Mus8ol1ni, F'aaciam. Dof?trine and InstItutIon, 194-
195. 

The Italian courts, partIcularly those concerned with 

the interpretation of adminIstrative law in its application 

to public offioers, have taken judicial cognizanoe of the 

position of the party. Political pronouncements, acts of 

legislation, and judicial opinions thus concurred in giving 

to the party a speCial and unique place in the legal and 
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constitutional structure of the state. For this reason the 

Fascist ~;tate was :rr,ore than the form which the Italian State 

~lad assumed under i'asoist auspices. It was the state into 

whie'1 the Fa.soiat party had been merged as an integral element, 

and t',e state wh.lch was led, pushed, and pulled as the party 

desired and willed.70 

70 Sohneider, OPe cit., 68. 

'!'he political party in the one-party totalitarian state 

was def'1n1tely a closed organization. It was confined to an 

elite, dues paying, semI-professional membership. The princi­

ple, steadily applied in the communist party was not enforced 

at first in Italy. Mussolini was of the i(1ea that the party 

should include all good and loyal ItalIans. Rewards of 

party membership 1n terms of politioal and economic prefer­

ment became apparent. '111e party was then swamped by member­

ship applioations from nereons anxious to partiCipate in the 

spoils. 

So, in 192'7, the membershIp to the pal"ty was c108ed to 

all but graduates of the youth organization, then the 

AvaMuardIa, who became full members at the age of eighteen. 

In 1930, the Young Fasoist OrganizationtFaaoi Giavanili d1 

Combltt.iment.9} was formed to receive, at the age of eighteen, 

recruits from the ~vanSH!!d1~.71 After a three year probatIonary 

71Den l to Mussol1ni , };"aaciam Doctrine and lnati tutiona, 2'70-
2'71. 



period, the ;,{oung Fascists acquired senior status at the 

age of twenty-one, on the oocasion of the annual F!ascist 

levy. r:'his occurred annually on May 24. It was conducted 

by the secretary of the party. So it can be said t~lat in 

1931 there was one party member for 12.5 registered voters 

and one member for every 5.5 voters in 1935.72 

72~chnelder, Ope cit., 68-70. 
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Once admitted into the party not all members were 

placed on th.e same footing. There was a special aristocracy 

in tee party ranks and they took precedence over all others. 

'rhey were t l 16 few Burv! ving members ot the original meeting 

in Piazza San Sepolcro. Also included were the members who 

participated in the work of the party before the march on 

Home. Among others were those who, it injured for the cause, 

received financial compensation. 

There was no rormal period. of probation except that 

served by young reoruits during their three years in the Young 

Fascist Organization. A member of the party was strictly held 

to the observanee of disciplinary regulations, particularly 

these arising rrom his oath: 

In the name ef Ged anc ef Italy I swear to' carry out 
without discussion the orders of the Duee and to serve 
the Cause of the Jt1aseiat Hevolu~lon wIth all my might 
and it necessary with my lIte." 3 

73benito MU8solini, Fascism. Dectrine and Institutions, 208. 



He was expected to be a model of good b'!havior and if he 

failed, he was subJected to various penalties. These penal­

ties ranged from reprimand to expulsion from the party. 

Exnulsion from the ~arty mean exclusion from all forma 

of public activity. It was reserved for traitors to the 

party or hardened criminals. Only the Duee eould readmIt a 

person t~at had been excluded. 

The organisation of the party hierarchy was formed on 
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a pyramid idea with the Duce at its apex. Ris election or 

appointl"'lent had never been defined. The party statute of 

1929 listed him first among the hierarchy but the statute of 

1932 deliberately removed him from, and placed him above, the 

hierarchy. He was its dire~tor and leader .ccountable to no 

one. Then, under him came trle party hierarchy which included 

those wno carried out t~e Duce', wishea, and finally oame the 

rank and fIle, whose exclusIve party privIlege was that of 

obeying th~ principles set down by the Duce an~ following the 

directions laid down by the hierarchy.7. 

'14For the texts of the Laws see Beni to l:usaollnl, li'aaclsm, 
Doctrine and Institutiona, 194-200. 

The Party Statute recognized five hierarch1cal level., 

based on the broad strat,un of local officialdom and buIlding 

to a one-man apex--the party secretary. The secretary was 

appOinted by royal decree on the proposal of II Duce. He was 

t~e direct representative in supervising and maintainIng the 



party orfices, services, and functions:. He was accountable 

to t'le Fascist Grand .... ouneil of which he wa.s also the 3001"8-

tary. 

Then the next or second ll'vel was roade up of the menlbers 

of t.he National Directorate. '1'111s was a council of eleven 
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1're!r!bers appointed by the Duce on tlle proposal of' the Secretary. 

They were removable at any time. There were three vice­

secretaries, the administrative secretary and seven regular 

members. This body viet ror the purpose ot advising the hIgher 

authorities and to serve as an agency of party legislatIon. 

When II Vuce presided, its membership Included the ministers 

of Interior and L:orporations, and tb.s Commandant General of 

the lUlitla-Volontaria per la Sicurezza Nazionale; whon the 

Secretar:r took the chair, the W1dersecretaries of state for 

Interior and Corpor.ations and the Uhlef' of the General Staff' 

of the Militia Volontaria per 1& Slcurezza Nasionale partlci­

pated.75 

75oenito Mussolinl. F~sei8m, Doctrine a~d Institutlon~, 201-
202. 

UntIl 1936, a single vice-secretary assisted the secre-

tary and substituted 1n the event of his absence. Later 

there were three viee-secretaries to help with the work. The 

bulk of the routIne work vias done by the aflmlnistratlve 

secretary. He employed and supervised the personnel in party 

service but also prepared the budget for the national organization 



and approved t~e budgst for the natlo~al organization and 

anproved the budgets cf the provlnc1.al fed.st"'. ti?ns. 76 

---~- ,~--~.- ... ,.-------------
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'76Benlto Mussolinl, F>~"~1s~l?~?trine ~a!24. Instltut1ons, 203-
204. 

---_. __ . -.,.-.-.- .. -. . -.. --~- -.. --.~.------

On the third hierarchical level were found the most 

import~nt officers in the provincial organizations, the 

federal secretaries and commanders of the Young Fascists. 

'The federal secretaries met from time to tIme at the call of 

the National Secretary. This organ was known as the National 

i.:ouneil of the Party. rj:hls Counell f" purpose was to stumnon 

the -"Iederal secretaries to ·h.ome to report personally upon 

their activities and receive the orders of the secretary_ 

f.l'he fourth level in the hierarchy included the notable 

members of the federal directories, the .eoretaries or the 

provincial fascist university groups and the officers second 

ln cotmr.and ln the Young f'aeclat groups. 

'I~le last group comprised the :u:ajor officers of the local 

fasci, mostly political secretaries and members of the local 

directories. 7"! 

'77Benjto T:.tl.ss01lnl, Ea~cism, Doctrine and. Institutions, 205-
207. . 

.------.-----. .. ._-------------
So around this struoture the party was built. Two 

Important prinelples were outstanding in this structure. One 

was that each hierarch dominated and controlled all the 
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h.lerarc'-:s on the lower levels. Secondly, where several :"'!ier-

arc:!.1s 'Nere I'cmn(1 on t,'Ie same level the 3up')t'lor one among 

t':e:m cO':ltro11ed ";her;'! :!tIl. In none of tile steps were th~n'e 

any orovlsto:-1B 1"lade f'or t~"le e1ectlon (')f 'l;erarc1-ul. All powers 

of ~o:1trol ft':1d removal were exercised by sunorior hierarchs.78 
'" 4 

78~., 211. 

The local units were oo~posed of Faaei di Combattimento 

10h were grouped in a federation of 1'&,801 di Uombattimento. 

In the large 01 ties the ba.sic 1"a80io was divid.ed into regional 

groups, the communal fascio remained t.he basi s of the party 

organlza tion in t 11.6 small towns. 'i'hese local units were made 

up of squadristi or fighting groups. Twenty lnembers made up 

a session. Several sessions made up the provincial federation. 

'fhese federations were to receiVe their financial support ;from 

t1':>.e session that composed it. 

T~e provincial federation elected t~e provincial committee 

and the secretary. ':l'heir business was to supervise the action 

of all the sessions in the area. The provincial secretaries 

together with the regional representatIves in the Central 

Councl1,t constltuted a directing Committee of the regional 

federation. 

'1'bere were approximately 7,300 100a1 units. There were 

ninety-four provincial federatIons. Each one was in charge 

of a secretary, who was also the secretary of the local fascio 
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in the provincial capltal.79 

79 Schneider. op. cit., 72-79. 

The :F'esclst pa.rty maintained an establishYc ent oomparable 

in size and function to any re;sular government department In 

t'rle Palazzo del Littorio, the headquarters of the party. 

The party of'f'lce s were under the joInt direction of the party 

secretary and the nat'cnal directory for the management and 

control of the Senior ~'a.l?o~ 41 Combattimento.l and t~.e federa­

tions and all other fasoist organizations. They had national 

jurisdiotion, each maintaining direct contact with comparable 

offices organized on a local scale and attached to the local 

fasci. There were six suoh offices. ~he first was the politi­

cal secretariat assisted by a seoretary who maintained politi­

oal contaot with the leaders ot the looal rasol and provincial 

federations; second, the administrative secretary who was in 

charge ot the central files and recorda relating to party 

membership and tinane~. It employed the personnel attaohed to 

party offices and aoted as a service agency for all party 

offices. Third, the Press and. Propaganda Office, 1'I'i1ich was 

responsible tor party's publication program and prepared the 

Pogli d'Ordlni, the official bulletin of the party. Fourth, 

was the Historical Office and fifth, the Archives Office whose 

functions their titles so adequately explain. The sixth. otfice~ 

was the Pprmanent Price Control Committee. It not only fixed 

wholesale and. retail prices but also acted as an economic 
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general staff for the party and the l'J.,nlstry of Corporati.ons. 

In addition the six offices t~'ere was a private secretariat 

(or gabinetto) w~ieh rendered personal assistance to the 

Secretary.SO 

80}l;atthe..,sll 9P.- cit. II 49-77 

The party agencies whieh maintaIned control over the 

party organizations besides the Senior Fasei who had a 

strictly poll tical eharacter were: the ,r'asci Glovanili di 

Combattimento or young fascists; t~e F'a.sclst UnIverSity 
, 

groups made up of students in institutions of hIgher learning; 

the senior women t.8 auxiliary (F'eminine ji'nsel); the young 

fascist woments groups from which the women's auxiliary 

recruited their members; the maasale rurali, an organization 

of rural women.al 

81Stelner, oE- cit., 52-53. 

'rhen there were functional Associations sponsored by 

the party. These associations had a compulsory membership 

drawn :from persons orei ther sex engaged in \"arious forms of 

public act1v1ty. There were ~ive of them: first, the Fascist 

School Assooiation, in which the educators were organized in 

separate aeotton. as (&.) elementary sohools, (b) middle 

schools, (0) university professors, (d) university assistants, 
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and (e) institutions of fine arts and ,lIbraries; second, the 

Fascist Association of Public Employeea combined professional 

administrators not included in 80me other association; third, 

the Fascist Association of Postelegrafonlci, that is, of postal., 

telegraph, and telephone workers; fourth, the Fascist Associ­

a.t1.on of Hsilway 'I;orkers; an0 fifth, the :f;'asclst Association 

of workers in the ~;'tate Enterprises. 82 

B2Steiner, op. ci,!;., 53. 

F'ascism replaced the horizontal conception of democracy 

by a vertical conception which, as in all organizations of 

an authoritarian oharaoter, was a pledge of success and vic­

tory. The main oharacteristics of the program in 1921 ware: 

that they were definitely antiparty and the Liberal State; 

that they were a movement without being bound to a precon­

ceived doctrine; and the fairly spontaneous rise of local 

groups.83 ~u8sol1ni declared that ~i8 party contained 

83Finar. OPe cit., 309-310. 

three planks at that tiJrle. '1'116Y were; to uphold the moral 

and rraterial claims of the associations of those who !'ought; 

to oppose imperialism of any country that was damaging to 

Italy; and to fight with all their means the candidates of 

1 84 the opposlt on. 

84L1enito Mussol1ni, It1 Autoblog;:a.plq, 71-72. 



Then the political situation ehanged and it became 

imperatlve to have a definite program. So a program was 

developed and initiated as we know it now. From this pro­

b'?am it was possible to follow the three cardinal prinoiples 

of Order, Discipline, and Hierarchy. The theory by which 

Fascism justified its private army, and through which it 

seized power, was developed to ita final form. The first 

manifests of the directorate ot the party de.ted November 21, 

1921, said: 

We are a voluntary militia, placed at the serv1ce ot 
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the nation. We wlll be with the ~tate and for the state 
every tlme that it shows itself a Jealous custodian, 
defender, and propagator of the national tradition, the 
national sentiment, the national 11'111, capable of 
imposing its authority at all costs. ~e wl11 substi­
tute ouraelves ror the state ever,.. time that it shows 
itself Incapable, of facing and fighting wlthout 
lamentable indulgence, the causes and elementa leading 
to internal disintegration ot the prinoiples of 
national solidarity. We 11'111 arra7 ourselvea against 
the State whenever it gives eVl.d.ence of falling into 
the hands of 8~):'lose 11'",0 t}'\.reaten and attack the life of 
the country. 

85Herbert J.atthew8, The l''ruita of Fascism, 90-91. 

The b'ascist party proclaImed at that time that their maln 

objectIves were to seize and govern the country b7 force. 

They further stated: 

The prestige of tlJe National State wl1l be restored • • 
• • The liberty of the citizens will be doubly limited; 
In the lIberty of other jurldical persons and in the 
sovereign rIght of the natIon to llve and develop • • • 
Fasciam does not believe In the vItalIty or the principles 
wl-tich aspire the so-called League of Nations. There 1a 
to be an 'organic plan of Public Works' to compete and 
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reorgan1ze railway linea, electrifIcatIon, roads, and 
maritime communications. In education there must be 
frigid State control of curricula, the choice of teachers 
and their work.' Schools were to be 'rigorously 
national' institutions. Obligatory military service and 
remilitary instructions 'from the earliest years· Is 
demanded. At this time even the Corporative ~tate was 
in outline form in this program. 'The state should 
invest the organizatlons'w~th the capacity and responsi­
bility, conferring on the professional and economic 
corporations the right to be elected to the national 
technioaloouncila. t The State is sovereign and the 
corporations a.re to be directed toward nat10nal ends.8S 

86I bid., 91. 

lJ.'hey :made s~1ort work of f'arliament by just stating that the 

powers and functions of' tJ..·ua.t body be limited. Wherever they 

eould not gain their ends with persuasion, they used violence 

and foroe. So the essentials were rapidly ooming forward 

although it was slightly oonfused with remnants of liberal and 

sooialist leanings of Mussolint's past sympathIes. 

'1"h.e outstanding trend was towards the all-absorbing state 

with the idea of tho fascist party governing the country and 

substituting itself for the state. Mussolinl never had any 

use for t'lle masses of people. He was essentia.lly an indi­

vidualist and had an overpowering desire for personal dimlna­

tion. In April, 1926, ~!iussollni definitely stated the import­

ance of the party to t'lle ~tate,when he said: 

The party Is the politioal and sp1ritual reserve of 
the Regime. • •• The party must make the nation, 
a Fasoist Nation from top to bottom and from bottom to 



to top, and lastly, the Ilart'1 lTlu.,t give the nation a 
}i'ascist governing class. cs'1 

8'1The Fascist Party, 63. 

By the statutes of 1925, the party was radically 

reformed; elections were abolished and appointments were made 

by 11 Duee, who was reoognized as the supreme authority.8S 
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88benlamlno de Ri tis, Alma" and Polioies of the Fasoist Regime 
in Ital~, International voncllIatlon, 193E, 306, 20. 



Chapter V 

THE MATIJ:'EO'fTI CASE 

~ne final step in the process of militarization through 

which the Fascist Party had bee~ passing was in January 1923, 

when IJussolini rounded the }i'a.scist Militia (~ali tia Volon­

tar!a per 1& 3icurezza Nasiona1e). The non-socialist groups 

had shown good will towards ftlussollnl when he first took up 

the reins but soon turned against him. The expectation of 

peace after ,Mussolini t s advent to power did not materialize. 

Opposition persistea despite all eff'orts of the Fascists to 
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crush it with arms and cruelty_ So cruel had they become 

that to avenge t"e death of one r'ascist they murdered twenty-
89 

tr.o workmen in Torino in a single day in December 192? 

89Sa l v6mlnl, The Fascist Dictatorship in rtalz, 122-129. 

'l'he police did not dare to raise a hand to protect the 

workers. The leader of the murderers was neither arrested 

nor punished. In fact, he was publicly acolaimed and a 

telegram of congratulations was sent to the Fascio of Torino 

by De Vecch!, then Under-secretary of State tor Pensions.90 

90Ebenstein, op_ oi!., 36. Finer, :526. 

The campaign against the Socialist and Catholic Democratic 



organtzatlons and newspapers was reclOl.,,:bled. ~!'hen. it became 

apparent that fascists were going to keep things in disorder 

all the p~ople hecame worried. The populace began to resent 

and hate the Fascist methods. The Liberals, the People's 

Party, and other non-Socialist groups joined the opposition 

in 1923. 

Mussolinl now tried to weaken or suppress opposition. 

He found t):e Chamber of Deputies di frioul t to wanage 80 he 

ordered ne'¥'l elect10ns for April 1924. The purpose was to 
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obtein a.n obedient !liajorl ty. Up to now, he had been in favor 

of proportional representation, but now, put into practise the 

systern ?f votin,E; wh:lch guaranteed th .• .£<18801 ats power in advance. 

':-'he system was: t'''''.e party whioh gained the largest number of 

votes--at least one-quarter--W8.8 to receive two-thirds of the 

seats aT.i(' the remainder of the seats were to be divided 

among other parties. 

The esaent1a.l.feature of Mussollni t s system of govern­

rrent was, if oonsent should fatl, there was stlll foroe. It 

was now used as a threat to the opposition. Th,e electoral 

campaign was opened with the murder of the Socialist Candldate 

Piccinini who wa.s kIdnapped before the eyes of his wife and 

thon s~ot. The ml~derers were traced but were treed.91 

91Salveminl, or. cit., 160. 

No chance was given to the opposition to hold meetings 

or to pass out pamphlets. Violenoe was resorted to so that 



t"le people woul:j vote f'or F·~sci,sm. ::'t,111, the oppoal t'l on 

party polled apnroxlmately t'hree m,illion votes while the 

Fascist and the ~ia.t:tonalists using every trick only polled 

four and a half millions. 

Unlim1ted terl''jr had not freed 1~ussol1ni of stubborn 

opposltlon as ;),e had hoped. Guns a.nd bullets dId not suppress 

thee trut", ahol1t t.he "tlethods uset1, to win the election.92 

92'?1.ner, !2E.:.....ill., 233-234, 321-324; Ebenstein., op. cIt., 
38-38. 
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Up to the 1/iatteottl crisis in 1924, ~usso11ni felt that 

the internal situation would take care of itself. Mussolini's 

idea was that the new purified parliament would take up the 

reforms d,ratted by the government and give them a technical 

criticism and detailed examination before they became laws. 

He was rudely shooked when the minority in the liew 

Chamber of Deputies began to proteat the elections, charge 

illegal procedures and violence, criticize t~e Fascist Govern­

ment in general and expound the programs of their respective 

parties. The SOCialists Amendola and Matt.otti were particu­

larly irritating. li'ascist deputIes answered in kInd and the 

atmosphere became heated. 93 

93Benito Mussolinl, La Nuova Politioa in Opere dl Benito 
Mus8ollnl, III, 18'-190. 

The violence of' the election and desperatIon of the 
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oppoai tion now led to t1e tragedy of If;a tteottl. This soclal· 

1st arraigned t18 govern..'TIsnt on May 30, 1924. On June 7, 

Mussol1ni I'splied. fIe clai:ned t 11ti t between Ilebruary 15 and 

Apr!l 22, 19 Fascists ,had been ldlled and 14'7 wounded. He 

offered t")e ~)ocialists co-operation, or if they tried insur­

rection "in 24 hours or 25 minutes all will be overl,,94 

94F!ner, oE- cit., 234. 

Giacomo ::;~atteotti, a Socialist depllty endangered his 

life a~'ld famil:t to reveal the truth. In t'n.e spring oJ: 1924, 

he published a pamphlet w'lie;} was also sent abroad. After 

the elections he continued to denounce the elections and 

met'1.odsof the }?a.soist officials from the parliamentary plat­

form. ~.atteotti knell ;]6 ?las rushing to certain death by 

exposing t 1le 1"Q.seists. He even mentioned t>l1s faot to olose 

friends. 95 

95:r.;a t thews, op. cit... 151-154. 

On June 10 .. 1924, Uatteotti was assaulted in Home in 

broad daylight by a band of l"nsclsta, kidnapped and murdered 

a rew miles outside of the c1tl_ The aaaaasins, had been led 

by An;el~igo Du.."Tllni, w1--0 had been called from Milano for th1s 

purpose. Durnin! was the most infamous of all squadr!sti, 

the founder of' the Tuscan l'flIscl, leader of many punitive 

expeditions and a real killer who confessed in prison to 



70 

having perpetrated twelve political murders on orders. In 

t'>l.is case, it was Cesare Hossi, chlef of the press bureau in 

Rome, who had given the orders, but in a(~dll:;ion to Rossi, 

Durnin! had friends in t1le highest Fascist c1ro1e8. AJ'!"ong 

the assassins was a man named }.'illppelll who, wit:l Plnsi, 

ran the .i-oman F'ascist newspaper J Carriere It!lllano. 

l·'llippelli was allowed to escape in a motor boat and he 

had t}'~e presence of mind to take wl th him a valise fu11 of 

monel. l)uln1ni and the others were arrested and were tried 

in 1926. '}.lheir lawyer, as t:,:ight be guessed, was Roberto 

.Fa.rinacci, who had just served as secretary of' trls Fascist 

Party, a position w. lcb .in..lsaolini had given him in .february 

1925, in order to purify the ranks. 'I~o or tue accused were 

acquitted and thI'ee, including Duminl. were sentenced to 

prison.. Two months 1a tor, the 1;bree were released und.er an 

amnesty cOllvenlently granted by the King on the 25th anni­

versary of his reign. Dum1.nl retired in wealth and quiet to 

Derna on t"<1e Lybian C08.st. 96 

geSchneider, OR- cit~, 27-8; 90-92. 
... ---~.-<---..-,-~--.---"'- ,-,-, ... _---_._----- ---~----~----------.---------. 

'1111is crime stll"red all of' italy as nothing else had 

done. ThIs act showec 9.15 never before. the real character of 

the Fascist lTloverr;ent. It made evident the theory of tlusso11n1 

fllf consent should fall then foroe will prevail .. " Everywhere 

justice was derllanded and the anti-F'aac1st press accused 



J,;·ussol1.nt Jf' ba1.ng t"':e lnat1gat.,r of t'1e plot. 97 

----------------~----------------------------~----------------~----~------.--,-------------
97 Sohno t(~er: op. c...ll., 92. 

Fa!' sIx months after t;"e lrm.rder 1.t lool::ed as t;h'J'..l.gh 

Basels!'1 were on t 11 8 verge nf cOllapse. In t~o8e stirring 

d.ays there was t1te ?o3C'11bUlty t.ltat t l 7.t'I F'asctst reglme might 

""lave collapsed, f'or not only t1,e 'Working classes but also 
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tl-te ::!tddle classes and t1~e conservs·l.,lve rtght ".ad been shakeD 

out of t,1:e1r let'1arsy b JT Vd .. s 8.soasalna t,lon behind wi ilch 

s:pps.re:1tly ~!ill~3011nl l-t.1.mscl:r" stood. A larze seat10n of' the 

po~~.·Plla.tlon wa.s ready to 'Jrf'or resistanoe b 11t indeci31.on or 

c(,,,,ardlce of th~ Soci.allst and Ltberal d.eputles :ma.de fClr lack 

..,r leadership. 

V\1r,.i1e t'"!.t'I Fascists had to resort ever::rwhm"e to & large 

seale terrorism durtng the t\eoond ""'talf' of 1924, the SocialIst 

Deputies were preaching cal1'l"J1eas and tranquil I tty. 'ilh.ey 

reh~.1.rred as agents provocatuers all those who made proposals 

f~r a revolutionary uprising. 

The o!,>poslt'.on, opera.tin~ e!.f;~1er through. tllC masses or 

in oarl1nment cou11 h}l"ITe swept aside the F:lscists in of'f'lce. 

~roughQ1.\t t:he countr:r tho'J.sands stood ready to rebel against 

Fascism. '1"hey were rE'arly to employ arIr.ed force, if' necessary, 

but thE' Social1at leaders wished to avoid civil war at all 

COllltS. Seemlnc1y t'ley still firmly believed that justIce 

would come into its own unaided. The middle olass op!,osltlon 

had not learned the lesson from the King's breach of the 
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Constitution in 1922, they still exp.~ted him to take personal 

control.98 

9SSehne ider, ft.P. eit., 92; Piner, oR- cit., 248-249. 

The opnosltlon acted unwisely. They should have taken 

the initiative anc tried to overthrow the FascIst government 

at least by parliamentary means. Instead, it wIthdrew from 

Parliament in a body condemning Itself to complete inanity 

anc leaving t:-:te Fascists In complete oontrol. 

A hall was hired on the Aventine Hill, where headquarters 

were established and whence t~e campaign ot' words and ink 

against Fascism was oontinued. Mussollnl was seriously 

embarrassed by this move. Unwilling to face the empty seats 

in the House of Parliament, he assembled his faithful rump 

parlIament of about 350 deputies in the nearby Palazzo Venezia 

and explained the sItuation to them as t'ellows: 

As for dissolving the Chamber, I ask you who are 
deputies and who teel yourselves regularly elected by 
the t.talian people, I ask you it you intend to with­
draw, torenounee yOUP delegated office, to hand in 
your reSignations to the antion, I would almost say to 
your own eonsoienoes. It goes without saytng that 
this is no time in whIch to speak or elections and 
that it is an idea as grotesque as it is catastrophic 
to want to plunge the masses ot the nation who need 
quiet, calm and work, back Into an electoral battle, 
which, given the present situatIon, would be of very 
unoertain lssue.99 

99Schnelder, op. cit., 92-93; Benito Fiussollni, La Nucva 
Politica II!, 197-200. 
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Mussolini, when he gave the above. speeoh was still 

willing to oompromise. But by the middle of Jul,., 1924, 

Mussolini's attitude toward the Aventine Secession had changed. 

He saw t~at they were not willing to fight so he began to take 

the offensive and to plan ways of getting rid of the parlia­

mentary nuisanoe once and for all. lOO 

lOOVussolini, La Nuova Polittc. III, 203-4. 

In the meantime, the Aventine movement was not getting 

the desired effect. Some of the best minds and characters 

of Italy were represented. The,. mistakenly thought they 

could anSWf)r the Fascist force with liberal reason and passive 

resistance. The essence of the opposition movement was nega­

tive. TheY' drew up a program of their ideals. ~eT called 

their organization the Unione Ha.ionale whose first ~Ani­

festo declared ·open and decided oppos1tion to Fascl.m."lOl 

lOlli:a t thews, op. c1 t., 156. 

Some of the leading figure. who signed this National 

Union were Giovanni Amendola, C'tUglielmo Ferrero, Luigi salva­

torelli, Count Srorza, and },'arlo Vinc1guerra. The idea of 

these men was a defense of the ideals or democracY' overthrown 

by F'asciam. They declared: 



Italy wants to belong to the type of Great western 
Democracies which have baaed the conditions for their 
prestige and tt}eir greatness in the world on the insti­
tutions of popular sovereignty.loa 

I02Ibid •• l56-15? 

74 

They had grand ideals but neither they nor the mass or Ita11an 

people were ready to fight for them. In January 1925, the 

issue of the Republican, Critica Politica. smr.med up the 

failure of the Aventine movement in the following words: 

We must recognize in Mussolini that promptness of 
decision and that indIfference towards the means used 
whioh a.re absolutely laeking in his advers~ie8, and 
their weakness consIsts in that • • •• The opposi­
tion ffell for ~u8s011nifs gamet and this was theIr 
error--to have imposed a battle wIthout the decision 
to carry it through to the end, or even without fight­
ing; to have believed and let others believe In their 
own victory without having anything that could g1ve 
them that certa1ntv • • •• Error of method. detect of 
actIon, lack of program ..... 103 

l03Watthewa, 0E. Cit., lG7. 

In th1s 8ituation, there was only one stand lett tor 

the Fasciat8 and that was to bring into existence a clcta­

torial power. 

The "Avent1ne." began to rea11ze that their leaving the 

Chamber of Deputies had not brought the des1red results so 

on January 17, 1926, they tried to return to the Chamber of 

Deput1es. Hum1lIat1ng conditions were impo8ed by }.;usso11ni 



if they wished to return. No one aocepted and that ended the 

last parliament as a liberal parliament. 

The crime and violence of the deed shocked all of Italy. 

ThIs crime coming upon the heels of the promises of the 

Fasoists to preserve law and order, the revelation that the 

party had a secret police, and the fact that it was revealed 

Matteotti was killed so brutally but died so bravely (so 

testified later one of the assassins, Albino Volpi) had a pro­

found effect on the public. 

The Pascist press called t~:ls crime one of t~.ose which 

could be called an error rather than a misdeed. The above 

seemed the style of the distorted historical writing which 
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hlscism introduced into the contemporary world .. 

Museolinits first reactIon was one of' annoyance. He 

stated in the Chamber: 

Only an enemy who for long nights had thought up some­
thing dlaboliQalagainst me could have carried out 
this cr1me.104 

l04Ebensteln, OPe cIt., 155. 

'j'he public was so upset that De Bono waa forced to resign 

his offtce as poliee Chief. '!'he Duce saw the ranks of hi. 

party reduced by the desert10n of the fearful and the cowards. 

A campa1gn of hatred and accuaat10ns had more than halved 

their number by the flight of all the t'H.,..'ards who hid their 

Fascist buttons and eclipsed themeelYes. 
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When at tIle end of the year, Mussol1nl oalled a counoil 

of ministers, tile Roman newspapers prepa.red the banner head­

lines ftGovernment Resigns!" But Fascism was to prove that it 

could not fall by popular lndignation.105 

lO5y,atthe .. s, g,p. clt., 1"55. 

Now the Fascists gathered thatr forces and held import­

ant meetings. They brought Blaok Shlrt legions from Florence 

and l"errara and concentrated, them In Rome to frighten the 

people. Actually, :Mussollni was afraid to use this force. 

The r'ascists took the stand ftkl1l or be killed. It They took 

on all responsibI1lties to de.troy opposition and launch out 

into the unknown. lOS Mussollnl realized that he would have 

106F'iner, op. oit., 323-324. 

to muzzle the press to gain oontrol of the government and to 

clear up the situation whlch threatened him and his party. 

So he grew bold and on July 10, 1924, he issued a decree which 

effectively stopped the press by putting it under praf'ectorial 

supervlsl0n.107 

l07a• A.Borgh.8.~ Goliath, ~he March Marep. of F'asei8!U 271. 

In the meanttme, revolt and weaken1ng of hIs own ranks 

bee~e ev1dent. ~1e opposition demanded that Musso11n1 res1gn, 



that the militia be abolished, and th~t new election on the 

basis of proportional representation be held immediately. 

This revolt spread until ~ussolinl feared most of all the 

withdrawal of the nationalists .. To save husel!", he quick1,. 

reconstru.cted. his cabinet; put Pedersoni, a nationalist in as 

minister of ttl.e Interior; Rocco, a natIonalist, as }I'inlster 

of JustIce, and even placed several nationalist leaders in 

tl-ie G-rand Council of t'1e party itself. He, therefore, held 
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a general housecleaning in t:1e goverrur.ent and appeared before 

Parliament with a new cabinet.10a He promised a tho.rough 

108 Schneider, op. cit., 91-92. 

reorganization of the party anG immediate suporession of vio­

lence. Fe, however, refused point blank to resign his office, 

to touoh the militia, or to call new elections. 

VVhen the oppoaltton deputies left for "Aventine Hill" 

he pleaded moat fervently a return to legality, but he had no 

intention of y-eviving the parliamenta.ry ooalition "normalcy" 

... ~~loh t~e opposition wanted. If, at t~i8 point, there had 

been a man with the foroe of' character of Matteotti to keep 

the opposition groups in Parliament ready' to cooperate, the 

results might have been vastly different. 

The poor leadership of the opposition, their unwise 

aotions gave Mussol1ni what he moat needed, the great 

opportunIty not only to reassert hi. authority but to make it 



greater than anything yet known.109 

l09Schneider, Ope cit., 92-93; Ebenstein, op. clt., 39-42. 

He took full responsibility for the murders and for the 

sins of the party. Then he counterattacked with point and 

vigour. In regard to ~ussolini's part in the assassinatIon, 

It was not absolutely demonstrated but his guilt and knowledge 

of the crime could be believed. These were evident from his 

close collaborators, Cesari, Rossi, Finsi, ~arine1li, and 

the assassin himself, Dumini. Marinelli and Rossi were 

received daily by Mussol1nl and it seemed impossible that 

they would have instigated a murder against the will of Musso­

lini. Mussolini realized these obvious implications. At a 

meeting of the National Council of the Fascist Party on 

August S, 1924, he declared: 

If these men (who co~~itted the Matteotti cri~e) 
had not been in close touch with the government, if 
they had leapt from obscurity into the heart of the 
party, it would have made but a feeble impression. 
On the oontrary, however, the men whom I had to 
penalize were fairly close to me and about this 
intimacy miserable speculations could have been 
made. 110 

ll~~enstein, Ope cit., 39-40. 

Until the political situation was under control, Musso­

lini wanted no more publicIty on the Yntteotti affair. Rossi 

and Marinelli were granted an amnesty to avoid giving public 
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evidence w'ileh might m.ake ma tters wors~. So the prooeedings 

aga.Inst t l1 e assassins themselves were held two years later 
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in a slrlflll provincIal town. It was quIetly held like a well 

produceC'. play. The judge, jury, and convictIons had all been 

settled well beforehand. Th~ee of the murderers were con­

demned to six years imprisonment but they were set tree two 

months later. Th.unini was sentenced to prison but was later 

realeased under an amnesty. 

1'1 ussolinl challenged the oppoal tion to bring a charge 

against him under Article 47 of the ItalIan Constitution. 

The Senate passed a vote of eonfldenee In !f1ussollnl on June 

24, 1924. The cfp!'osltion. had been un1f1l1In.g to charse Ml.\3:JO­

lini with guIlt. r/us8ol1nl became bolder and when the 

"aventine deputiEH,tt. wa.nted to return on January 1'7, 1926, he 

imposed suoh ht~~illatine oonditions that they never returned. lll 

.--.---,~-~-----------.---------.-.-- -----.---.. -.----.,---.--.~--~----

lll:tliatthewa, 012- cl~., 158. 

So for }':u88011ni a bad deed turned into a. golden opportunl ty 

to make Italy a dictatorship .. 



Chapter VI 

THE FASCIST STATE 

The Fascist movement was aimed at strengthening the 
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state. It was intended as a national movement although the 

members were few at first. It was to be a popular movement 

because it addressed 1 tael.f to all classes. Being a national 

movement it aDpealed to the sound forces and lofty traditions 

of the country. But Ylith great disagreement among the members, 

in the beginning, only one man kept th.e Fascists together-... 

~ussolini. All were loyal to him. 

The progress of the Fascist party was slow. It can be 

said that Mus8011nI's tactics during theae early years betore 

the March on Home contributed greatly to the success of 

Fascism. He had a rough and ready solution tor problems and 

an Intuitive comprehension of the Italians. He gradually 

penetrated t lle Italian admlnlatratlve and political machinery. 

He organized his followers into voluntary enlergency groupe, 

who, in times of strIke, kept essential industries running. 

All t},es. met~lod8 llu8Bollni used to make the party 1rn,portant 

and powerful. These gradual, methodical, revolutIonary tac­

tios eventually brought the .F"aaoist party into national 

promInence. 

'1."he party organlzation was developed with ita concentra­

tion of authorIty and its hierarohic membership through & 

group of auxiliary organlzations. Concentration of member­

ship implied that all party activity centered 1n the handa 
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of IV'1..lsso1ini. 
112 tI'he wl11 of the leader Drevailed in all eases. . ,~. 

112Erwin von Beokerath# nfascism~ Enclclopedia of the Sooial 
Sciences, Vol. 6, 136. 

The supreme head, the higheat authority, and founder of 

t'fle party was Jt;iu880Iini. All authority came from him and all 

disciplIne was referred to him. He waS a polItical institu­

tion, not only as the head of the government, but also, aa an 

aetive# representative of the revolutIon. To understand the 

value of the Duce, we have to understand the personalIty of 

11 Duce In relation to the ItalIan State. The direction of 

the Italian policy was centralized in him and eould not be 

otherwise. 

lJHthout dlminish1.ng the value of the monarchy, which 

was defined in the high functions of the Crown, 11 Duca, was 

the funC'amental, effeotual, dynamio, and regulating faotor 

of' the life of the ::'tate.113 

l13The r.a~cist Partz, 73-76. 

With the law of' December 24, 1925, t~e office of the 

T:1ead of the Government was orea ted which was more in keeping 

wlt~ the Fascist idea. 114 This was substituted for the 

114Flor the text of the La .. see Benito Mussolinl, FaSCiSM, 
Doctrine and Institutions, 177-180. 



position of parliamentary pr1me m1nist~r who was responsible 

to parliament. The Head of the Government was made respons1-

ble to the king alone, while t"';e other ministers were made 

responsible to both the Head of the Government and to the 

king. The k1ng had the authority to appoint and remove the 

Bead of the governrr,ent and on the lattert s advice the other 

mlnlsters. 

At the top of the hierarchy in the F'asclst Party organ­

ization was placed t'he F'ascist Grand Council. It was headed 

by Mussolini as II Duce--the Leader. Its position and powers 

were defined by law. ~1i8 law stated: 

Art. I: The Grand Council is the supreme organ which 
coordinates and integrates all the activities of the 
Regime issued from the Revolution ot October, 1922. The 
~ouncil haa deliberative functions in cases established 
by law, but may give its advice upon all other politi­
cal, economic and social questions of national interest, 
when called upon to do so by the head of the government. 

Art. II: The Head of the Government is the president of 
the Grand Council of Fascism. The meetings are called 
by the Head of the Government whenever he thinks it 
necessary_ 

Art. III: The General ~;ecretary of the National Bascist 
Party I. the Secretary of the Grand CounCil. 
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Art. IV: Members of the Grand lJ ouncil for an indefinite 
period { life) are the quandrumvirate of the March on Rome. 
(They were Italo Balbo, )ilche1e Bianchi t Emilio de Bono, 
and Conte C. ~:. de Vecchi di Val Clsmon) 

Art. VI: 'I'he appointment of members of the Grand Council 
Is made by Royal Decree upon proposal of the Head Of 
the Government. Same procedure to revoke members.1 5 

115}jeni to Jfu8so1inl, l"ascis.mJ Do~trine and Ins ti tutions, 194-
197. 



Italy became a one party state. ,The executive power ot 

the state became so strong that it overshadowed completely 

the legislative and passed it on to the newly created "capo 

del governo." 
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There had to be some d.efinite arrangement to insure the 

perpetuity of chiefs of government and duces of the F'aaeiat 

party. He had to be one and the same man. The Grand \o.Iouncil 

of FasciSM sustained and gave the Head of the government advice 

and authority it was his status and prestige w11ieh 1n turn 

gave lt its weight. It was this organ in which all the 

important decisions regarding State and Party were planned. 

This introduced a single-chamber sTstem in w'hlch the 

Council was the only chamber and the Duce waa legally and 

actually the only ruling power. The functions of this body 

could be described a8 deliberative in the cases laid down by 

law. It. furthermore, gave its views on every other que.tion 

that the Chief of Government might present, be it political, 

economiC, or social. The 8hief of the Government was it. 

president. He summoned it when he considered it necessary 

and also decided what it was to disouss. He had the power 

of order and discipline over it. 

The members of this body were divided into three classe8. 

'111ey were: fir8t, the Secretary of the Nattonal F'asclst Party, 

and the Q,uadrumvirs of the ~~aroh on Rome wIthout any limit 

of time; and secondly, ex-orrioio, for the ~uration of their 

functions, the presidents of the Senate and the Chamber of 

r~putie.; the min1sters for Foreign Affairs, the Interior, 



Justice, 1"1nan08, 'Education, Agrlcul ture and F'orests and 

Corporations; t l1e president of t}~e £loyal Academy of Italy, 

S4 

the secretary and tl16 two vice-secretaries of the National 

Fascist Party, the commander-general of the Voluntary Militia 

for the Security of the Nation, the president of the 'J'ribuna1 

for tl-t.8 Defense of Vie State, the Presidents of the National 

Fascist Confederations and of the National Confederations of 

Fascist 'l'rade Vnions in Industry and Agriculture. The third 

group consisted of members, nominated by a decree of the 

ehtef of Government for a period of three years, '~i th the 

possib.ility of re-appoint!r!ent, fron: among those who have 

given honorary servioe to the nation and the oause of the 

F'ascist Hevolution, as members of the Government or secre­

taries of the Fascist Party since 1922, or in other capaci­

ties. llS 

1l61"iner, Opa cit., 276-278. 

The funct tons of th.e Grand Council were divided into 

two classes. The first was to deternline the flnal list of 

candidates for election to t~1e Chamber of Deputies with the 

power of striking out and adding to the nominations submitted 

by the confederations. The second was the nisoussion of the 

constltutlon and t1-:e political aims of the National f'ascist 

Party; discussion of the nomination and dismissal of the 

secretary, vIce-secretary, and the administrative secretary 

and the ot'ler members of the party. The Canst.! tution of the 
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• 
Fa .. l.' PaPt,. waa approvable b7 r07al dew.. Oil the propeaa! 

fd the Obl.t of the QOV8PmfteDt, arter e0!l8u1tatlon ot the 

Grand Oouael1 and the Oouncil of .1nlet.ra. The Grand 

Council '. ttmot1ona or State ftre ot high hlportan... It htl4 

to be conau1te. on all question. having a con8t1tutlonal 

oharaoter suob a.: 

••• the au ..... lon to the tm-oae, the attributioa., 
and the pr."oaatlve. of the Orowa. the oOJnpoaltloa a.D4 
the tlmotlODlag ot the ~ .. a4 Couaol1, the ge_~ ... 
tbe Chamber ot Deptltl •• J the attJ-lbu.tloa and the pr .... 
I'optl ••• of tbe Chl.t of the Ooftft:UlleDt, PPt. 
Mtale'er, S.oP.tarr ot State • • •• ~. power ot 
the Ix.outlv. Authority to Is.u. jur141oa1 rul •• (la •• 
In the form of d •• ree. not pasailla through the u81l&1 
parll_nta17 ppoeedure) J th. 8U'1.l41 .. 1 aa4. tbe 
CorporatlY. oNer. The pelatlona htweten the\ ltate 
and tbe Ho17 he. IatePnatl01l8.1 beat 1 •• -hleb. iIl­
vol ... ohat.\ge. III tbe terrlto!T ot the atate aIl4 
eoloal •• f 01" evell

1
"DlUlOlatl- ot the &04uls1 tloa or 

the terrltorl ••• ~. T 

11'Benlto hs.oliB1, ,uol .. , Dootrine 1-1'14 Iuatttution •• 1"_ 

'fbie bod,.. .lao ha4 the power to DOe the .let Ohler or 

Government, that i.~ the nut Duce or the Part,._ It kept 

on hand an up-to-date 11.t ot names to be presented to tbe 

Crown tor appolntment 1n c ••• thla ott'!.e wa. vaoant. l11 

118Ibld., 19'1_ -

, 

This wa. done .t the oJl'4er of 11 Du... !'be P.801ste .... 

unwIlling to admIt that the FascIst State was nothIng but. 

dictator.hlp. They went to great paIn. to polDt out that the 
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.... wa_ not oblipted to ap •• to t1;1- noml.e. 01' the CCNftol1. 

ltuaol1a1 trlea to ,dletlllgU1ah It .a bell'lg oa1,. • pight ~ 

p....,0 .. 1 b7 the CotU'lcl1, whiob 414 Dot Injupe the rllht te 

,,14e,whlch belollged oa1, to the CrOWD. 

Thua It waa that the ""4 Couaol1 ... the center o~ 

the State .e "ell .a the Par",. It._ linked with thtt 

Couno11 or .tnletepa, nth the C'bamb .... with tbe Caetlt'Utlcm." 

with the le.dere or the Pa:rt7. and the r •• t that the,. had to 

tollow the general pol!.,. 1&14 dowa b7 the Grand Counoll. 

~ough th ••• 11Dka,lt 1'1*4 oontaot wIth all the out171 .. 

a,enta ot the party in all t~. 

Und.,. the pre ••• t 1 •• tbe replar aUltlber •• \~ent7 -­

be.e with 1'1 •• or 81x additional aeab.a. 'lhe ... t1n&a "" 

held lat. at nisht. '!he proce.Ungs .... Horet. !he pub1!" 

N".I ... 4 em17 a ourt ••• ag_ .. to t~Utq.nd. ant! cOIl.lu-

810n.. Otten,.a III the ..... 01' •• 1U7 out. a. reduot1._ 

ot P1"le •• a&4 zttmt., •• ONOJ' .. ob ....... d .a 11' DothlDc ha4 

been •• 14. Ie the .. etlng 1 ta.lf'. all ......... OIl the table 

and tl-tulk dl.ouealells tollowed. IJ!l the .... 1,. JUOrung hOU1'a • 

.... l1aI wo\114 81 v. hi. aoat per ... ! ... ape_he. AB4 heup •• 

to oon..,ln.. the "".,.a. It he diel DOt. eoJlyta.. t11ft, hft 

would then a11npl,. .tat. that 1t ._ bi. nah.119 

119Fln.p, Dt Cit •• 280-185, Carl Sohmlclt. 1'be CorRon. 
It .. t. II. e£l_, 58. 

Mus.ol1ftl latPOduced the tapoptant I_o .. ation that the 
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aeo.etary ot the Fasol.' PaPt,. .iSht at the eommand of tbe 

Read ot the Government take bis place tn ca.. oE hI. ab •• noe 

or 1nabll1t7 ~ but that thl. "a. not a duty he had to perfoJIII. 

The r8a80D tor thia innovation 'ft. that Mll •• o11nl reare4 

treacher, at the handa of hIe own people. So thie innovation 

effectIvely 8%01u4.4 ar:q po •• lbl11t,. of a r1ftl leader uwp­

Ing power durIng ana.oltDS·. own litets... 

'!'he CouncIl.. not obI!", to ha.... .. quOJI"D tor 1 t. 

own pro.e.dinp. Sace Mu •• ol1a1 ._ the 01117 ODe Who oould 

...... ne the ...... lon., h. oould have ...... 4 itO ... but 

h1aae11" and: the Oouno!l would atl11 haft retalDe" 1ta • ..,. ... 

ten... All the •••• a weh above __ law and OO\lld lIot 'be 

handed ovo. to jU8tl •• without the ooa ... t ot the Couaotl.110 

laos.al to h •• ellal" !',.acl_. D009:1!! aDd 11l11*1 tut1_" 19 •• 

It _ •• uttlclent for :t6uaaol1n1 to Dial_to uJ"one ...... J' 

ot the (Jpe.n4 "':0111'1.11 an4 bo aut_t10&117 outeide .an4 abo .. . 

the law. AftJ __ ... hlp oou1d hay. bee •• 0",Oked b,. a :r07&1 

4eore. at tbe PrbM Minta'.,.'. ppopoa.l. fbi. _0 ... 18108. ._ 

U coaplet. aoeordance with the .palt or all doetator_hlp 

an4ooaeequent17" alao wIth that or ..... lint t
• Who .... It 

lIlpo •• lble tor an,. othap JII8ll lepl1,. to ... tal. • Ie.dtfts 

poaltl0. Sa pubIl0 lite tor too 10DC a 'tMe. Be applIed the 

te.lm1que ot rota tloD o~ ·ottl ... w1 th .....,.ped dat.Pm!_t1oa. ~ 

The Ooaol1 a18oaubatantlall;y Intluen.ett4 th. tonaatloa 



88 

of the gover_nt. When ... alat •• lal. poet tell v .... , the 

. C01mOl1, 1n .. a,GONan" with the aqg •• tlon ot the 118&4 or , .. 

Go •• I'DMlIt, prepared aIls" ot __ a from whloh the Klaa ... 

to JDake .. eholoe. The Hea4 of the ao.ernment alone had the 

rtght to COft.ltlllt the COUllcll and 8inoe the :aead of the h •• ra­

Ullt ._ .1ao the guldl86 spirit 1D the CO\Ulcl1 this _a' 

tbat to alre ohangee in the Coaatt tutloft, Mu •• ol1al had ..tl 

to hold Oouncl1 wIth hllO.lt.121 

1I1Plner. 
llA .... ftll"dlll 

The Cbuiber or Deputle., utlder the ptt;Pl1a.tJt"rr .,..te., 
had the p.o".r to make law. and GODtJaol the beeutlve. 'l'heD 

there ft. a hnate eOlllPo •• dof _})epa appointed. tor lit. 

with poal'_ .qual to \bo •• 'Of the populau- •.••• ab17 except It 

bad ftO lnlttattv. In acme, billa. 

Dt.rrlng the tlrst stepa that lu •• ollDl took to oon'"1 

Parllaaent, be waa wtlling to tOft! ao_11tio.l1 gCYernaent. 

Ho.eyer, •• time •• ftt o.n he becu. more and more tnter •• te. III 

abolt.hine the oppoaltloa. liter the .ttempt to murder Mu •• o­

lin! 1n 192', n.w legislation wa_ IntH4uoed. The object of 

thIs legi.latlon .... to 11l ••• t Fu.l.t1. prlaolpl.. lato the 

boq politte and convert' ltal, tPOB a ..... ratl •• tate tnto .. 

t •• 61a' atate.118 All the va.ious 01"_. the orOft, tbAt 

lDK:O,pt to.doD, :S •• kscnmd,1 of Coatl1., I I... a114 )'GrIpe 1D 
WopldP!tltloa," • 
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ex •• uti .... the Chamber ot hputl •• an" the hute" wecpe 

properly balanced ea.oh wl'th it. p"per run~tlon u.laae4 to it, 

and Which .ere Inspired 801e17 by the later •• t. of the Whol. 

oonmmit,. and. whiob would not tolerate or1 __ agaiIYt tu 
Il&tl ••• 123 

lIILuigl Villari, Fa •• iat .IK'-n~. 98. 

Museollal knew that hI. rule was baaed Oft to ... and not 

upon the .111 of the people. So he ba4 oome to the c •• luieta 

eithe. to abolish parliament or to fill tne parIt .... t with 

'a.clat ,...""11 who wO\1ld baYe nothiq In OODlOft 1\~ ttl tbe 

conoept of repre.eatat! ... e go",el"1!lll8nt. • •• olbd. ua·e4 a teClb­

nlque common to all dlotator~ whleh ... to rob demooratio 

tbatltutlona o~ Independent Itt. and tura the. 1nto .. re toola 

.hile retaining tbe old label. and outward tora. 

b •• ltat, betore the 8180tlons of 1919, atated. In tM 

Chamber hi. ooa ... lotlon that ••• tal. people towarcla wh_ he 

bad alwa,.s telt u aatlpath7 WOUld not enter the Cbulbe.. •• 

alao d •• lar84 that he would !lot al1_ a pil. ot ballot paper. 

to .top the tutve 4e .... lopJReDt of the r.gllDe towarD totali­

tarianla. 

In Ii., and September. 19.. 1 ...... ,.. pa •• ed which 

d.eprl"ed pIlrl1ameut ot all fubotlona that 'P8t1"1;" the wtl1 

ot the peop1e.124 The Nault ot thoa. law made the entire 

12·For the text ot the .1 •• topal law a.e Benito Muasolla1, 
F •• cl •• , Doctr!!! and ID8'1 tutlou, 182-19 •• 
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~ .. of Ita11 a single ooaa'ltuene7, return1nc 400 depatt ••• 

fbe eleotions .... re divided late th,..e. pe1"1od8., The .ta., 
period •• the nomltl:& tiona on the part ot 1egall,. pe.op1ae4 

10 

... ociations of emplorer. andemple7 ••• a. well a8 cultural­

andpatrlotic organisations. 1'hen s.c0D41,. therea waa .. 

appointment of the candidat •• b7 the Grand CoUftctl 01" ..... 1_. 

Third1,. •• the ratltlcatlOD. of the cudld.at •• 'by the .1Nterat.. 

!he aaaoclationa of emplor.P8 and amplOJ ••• toge'h •• could 

designate 800 candidate., the number tor each being •• tablished 

b,. la.. The .. cdl t10nal 200 .. ra nOlll1nated b,. oe:rta1n a_­

protessional organtsatlona. Then the Grand Council "l •• -.d 

400 out of tbe •• 1000 Hndldat... !'be,. did not ~~ to ohoo •• 

any or the 1000 candidate. on the 11.' but eould propo •• cudl­

dat •• not Datlone4. OnI,. f .. eolate would be p"po •• 4 ae 

corpo:ratlons tor non-taaelete were toritld4~n In Ital,.. '!'h. 

ttnal 'fiOPd ... to the choice ••• 'e4 with the personal ohol .. 

01' the dlotatop.1!1 

18&PI1eld. !et cit •• 33; :!benet.ln, OR- cit •• 44-65. 

'!'he Ottlc1&l aa •• ty curled t-lle li.t ot ctul~idate. 
\ 

eelected by the Orand Council. Thi. l1at was published ... 

posted 1n every town and y111age. Onl,. one list waa published 

80 that the eleetion •• ere COllduct •• in the torm ot pleb1aoite. 
\ 

in whieh the elector .. e17 vote ... ,. ••• OJ" "DO" to ac •• pt .. 

retus. the list en bl.o~ 0a17 men .. ~ enfranchi.ed and they 



ha4 to be twenty-cm.e lear, 014. OOIltrlbute to one or the 

leplly recognized assooiations of employers 01' emplo,...., .r 

,.7 at le.at 100 11re in direct taxation per amt\Ulll , or ha .... 

.... titl. to a. atate a.l...,. or penalon 01" be mabera of thAt 

01"'87. \fomen nH exclu4e4 and the ruing ot 8. mlId_ ., 

41Peot taxatlon shewed the oultl.'d'al and the aooial 'btu of' 

P •• cl_.186 

la'Benlto Jltua •• 11ft1_ Fuel_, Dootrlne and Iutltut,"oft., Ito-
192. 

It the lIst ot the Grand CO\Ulol1 o'btabte"at le.a' ... -

halt ot thevot... the· candidat ••• ere consider •• _lacted. 

If' thl. 414110t oo·oup n ...... le.tlona took Pl.... The,.. .... 

electoral intimidation. It had taken the t'ora ot haDdl1ns 

both ballot pa".,.. to the WOl-Jane. and tttr.atening w1 th 41.­

mle .. l .11 tho.e who dId not return their "DO- papers atte. 

the eleot1one •• proo.r that the, did_Dot YOteagal.at the 

go\'erI'lJlleDt. 

Eleotions tor the .ec~ Faaelat Ob.awibel" of De put 1 .. 

took pl ••• on Jlapeb. e6, 1914. 'lbi. ft_ \0 b. Ita1,'a lut 

pa:rl1Dea' _del" 1' ... 1... ODe of the _bl t .. aka this ,..11.­

.. at had to do .. to de.lete I" 01Ql .~lltlo:n .nd banater 

Ita 1.'1.1&'1 .... po ..... to the OhaJlbep ot the F ..... a.n4 

Oorpor.tl .... 127 

12"lBel'llto lhl •• ol1Jll,. The eRpOnt. ltat" 21 ... 23. 

Thts el •• tlon was .0,.. taret •• l than that ot 1'21. .0 

.1 



,.. •• un ... uePfSl •• 4 on t'be .oter8. M ••• olln aJUlO'Wlced 

thrOugh Achll18 Starace.. The following report tJ-om the !!a­
tbt.t.,. G1ar41aa or Mareh 10, 103:4~ ll1u8t1"8.ted What F •• ol.' 

-tree- 8180t10n. were I1Jau 

'!he Tot ••• f on ent."1a& the polling booth., were gl ... 
two torma, one in the 0010r8 ot the Italian t1-1-001_ 
JDIIPke4 -ye.- and. the othe., whIch was whIt. _JOked. 
"DO.· 1h • .,. were told to enter a cab1D, 1'014 em. lSI the 
other f"OftJ, and the. ... nt aM put It 1n the va. 
}loa' ot th81ll, hO" •••• , d. .. llAed to ent •• the oabla. 
dropping tbe "no" tOft! on the f"loor and damonaw.tl"'el.,. 
putt1ng the -7 •• " rora 111 the lll"Il.~28 

,a 

1ISSte1Der, 02t clt., 77, Abeaat.in, u- olt., 46. 

On October a, 1938, the Grand Couacll of' Faa~ •• de.i4ea 

to abollah the Chamber of' o.putle. and replace 1t b7 a 

u{,"hamber of the F'a ... _ and Gor~atlO1Ul· (Camera del Fa.ol 

• dell. Oorpo .... 1OBl). 'l~1. ohuiber .... installed at the 

expln.tlon of tbe lesla1atl •• body 1n Mar.h 1930. 

The fUture abowed there wu to be no 81e. tlon8 ot .. ,. 

k1n~ or an7 other -7mb.1. of expre881ng popular opinion or 

".p1:ratlona. 'the Chamber of the Fa., ... would be a ptt!"ermlal 

body and not ODe that ... reDeWed, lIke the 014 Chamber o~ 

neputi .... 'b7 el •• tlor,s ...... 17 .tl"e years. It. ~:r. woul4 

be taken .qlual .... 17 .from the B .. tlo_10ounel1 ot the F •• elat 

Partf 01" or· the lfational Couoel1 ot COl"pOrationa. Aa 80011 

•• a new .. wa_ appolnted. a .. ab.l" ot the Ii.tIona]. COlmol1 

or the ~a.el.t Party or ot the Battonal COUDe!l o~ Corpora­

tlO'na, 'hIh"ould •• tomatieal17 beeome a 1IfIIJber ot the ChUlber. 

In the same -&7.. he would cea.. to be a ....-b.r of the Chamber 



I. 
'Idl_ he 10at hi. ""'e •• llip la.lthe:r.the .tlcm.a1 (lOUDon or 

.. 'uel.' puot7 or the Batleal Co .. l1 ot QOJ'POfttlou. 

All the Jl8Jlibe.. or the fir.' .e" appolllted dire.tl,. b,. .... 0 .... 

lta! on the 4 •• 1gnatlon ot the Seeretal7 pneral of the 

Fuolst Part)'. while the _be •• of the Ifational CGUell ., 

Corporatl ... ON appointe" bJ' PO,...1 deer .. on the prepoa.l. 

of lilu •• ol1D1. It 18 well BOt to feget that the 0Hd.1' t. 

giving the de •• h blow to the Chamber .at ao to :rucla.U9 

lI9S,.taer. o. o&t., "8_ 

'lb.. Senate had coulated or an l .. ,lnlte D~ •• et 

••• to ••• appointed b,. the ldng on the pt"opoeal of the b1ae 

M1n1.t.. who •• 1 •• ted the. from among .. ~lft .. tegarle. 

ape.trled b7 tb. cODett htlcm-deputl •• Who ea' in thr •• 1.g1 .... 

Iature •• a.b •••• do .. , prer •• ta,aeab ••• of 1 ......... 4em1 •• , 

genenl. ot the Nnk or corp .... o ..... 4 ...... 1 .. -adIBln18" 

persona pa71., over 3000 lIre or 41reot taxation. and othe ••• 

There had been tJtoa tllne to t1_. ..1"1_ ,"poaale tora 

rerol'1l1ng It In order to bring It 1ftto .1.Mr touoh with the 

co_tIT, but none ot the. ha4 ,.8' _' •• lall..... Sl ... the 

Paaelet Go~llt ca.me Into po ... !' ........ ot the par", had 

mad. furthe. propoaale 1ft thi. direotl... In 1914, a .~ 

.1 tt.. t4 e1gbt __ 1fte.t .... a:de. the dir •• tlon ...... 

ohairmaaahip or alpo. hnttIe" ha4 be.a appolnte4 toe .... l.. ~ 

the seneral oharacte. ot the CoaatltutloD and ausg •• t Gertain 



l 

N 

":tona _lo,ulated to bI.pro .. tbe .. ~ and the e:ttlol .. .,. 01' 

the atate. A1llOllI other _tteP. It .e.' lato the Clu •• tl_ of 

glv1Dg Corporations .... :tar. of pol1tloal repre •• atatloa.1JO 

uo,or the tezt o:t thela ..... Selmetcl., ~ldJlI the !Mol., 
~t.te. aal ... 32'7. 

, 

'lb.. -.3or1t1 reported in tayor of dlYldlng the Cbam'ber ~ 

Deputie. lato two halv •• , ODe ot .hloh would be .leot" 1D 

the ordiDar7 -7 and the othel' fOl'1le4 ot "pre_tatt ..... 01' 

the corporatloaa. 

'!be adllwltJ rejeote« the 1&._ ot ,lvilll the Corporations 

&a7 political r ...... atatloa at all. • third ,..,o.al. 

npport.d bJ' one ...-,.r alone, hot •• a .. C0rra4o G1D1. pro-

po •• d that the Chamber be lett as It .... , an(! that a .81"t.al. 

pPOporticm ot the Benat._ ahould be .. le.te4 'b7 the eorpara­

tiona. At the meeting ot the F ••• lat Grand Counol1 on OctOber 

8th, Bob_to Par1aaeol preterred. Prot •• a. 01Dl'. propoeal 

which wa. tinally ae.opted.lI1 

131Lula1 Yillari, the 'Hcdat !lP!riM.t, nt. 

It has pla7e4 a pa •• l •• role 1ft 1t.17'. bi .... ral 8YS' ... 

'!'be Bemat ••• a h:tsh17 con.enattve bodi reoruited 1'roIIl the 

1'07&1 t-117. the art.toot-aq, the waltlQ'mld.dl. ola.a. aDd 

the pet1JofM1 bveaUCft07. . 1t0J1l1 prla... _c.... --epa llPOD 

attalDtng tbetr "Joplty but .. 140m partleipated a.tt •• IT_ 



'I 
OuUl4e ot the 1'0,..1 ...,.., tbe Seate had .-.ot17 

~oup h1mdHd JI81Ibe •• OR 00' ... 28, 19M. !b.l ..... appointed 

b7 p07&1 d...... top Itt.. ' ... ptane. ot' the appolntMnt .1 .. 1-

t'1_ a des1r. to rellaqldah •• tl,.8 politleal uibltlou. Ite 

1'01. haa been toapprov. 'b~11 ••• Dt to It :tr:oa the Ch""'l'. 

Ita oft'lo1al. YOle8 ".lghe4 equa117 with that or the 1 ... 

hon... In 1936. oveJ" ..... t7-t1 .. per ce.t o,t 'th ••• natoN 

owed tbelp _lIb ••• hip to the Puolat ,..gime. Tbo ..... t._ 
appolnted betore 1921 Who .... DOt F ••• l.ta &b.\aiDed fro. 

attelldlng. Senc., the Senate .. a Faa.l.t gatheplaa .• 1Jl· 

llla8.1to .... ollD!. Di •• or,t 4!~ 198" lot. 
'-

O1"&4ua117 It •• u.ed aa a 0011 ... 1 eat r.po.t to.,. top "t1Pe. 

1eadePs and ~lnl.tpat~p •• l1l 

l ... t.l ..... g. 01;t., 71-71. 

The dletator's word •• not on17 ~!Dal In the •• nbd 

goYePD8nt but also battera ot local -.4a1alatratloa. At 

the .. 4 01.' .. eh Pl'ovlnoe ... .. prefeot who ... 8laoat a"'lute 

91thla hie pz-ori.... H .... Napoutbl. to tbe -tlll.tIT of 

the Inter1_ at Ito. Who appolated an4 Hoalle4 tdlll. III U1e 

eull' ,.eu. o~ the dletator.hlp, the pPtJ' •• '. ntr ..... 

_oroa~D'. upon thel. rlpta t .... local :t ••• l., l •• den 

wbo looked _POll th .... l ..... the ,. .. 1 ...... ot the pr .. 1n ... 

o:t the eOUlltl7 at laP.... III 19fr1. .... •• 11a1 ""elu4t4 tbat the 



pPefMu _" now p .. et •• ~. ~ tba· ngSae, _4 a •• UGh:, !at­

... U_ ,...p ...... tat1 ••• of' the co.,..",...\ and their oMe,.. 

...,.. to be •• ,..4 under all .1 ..... n .... 1M 

U.SGhne14er .. O!t 01t.:, "-100. 

Abell tlon ot 10c.1 aut .. ..,. ln the 01 tte ... s or ectal 

lapol"tan... '!'he pe4e8tu:, appolntM 'bJ' the higher authorS-

ta., ... p1 .... 4 the .1adaU. (.1eotH "pre •• tat1,") • 

..... ta ..... ottlo1all1 ftot pa14. In .aalo1paI1tl •• 'h. 

.. 

,....ta oould __ a bOH'QCh ..... U ( ... lIlt. ..s.ol,..l.) t • 

••• l.t~. theil" nwab.. var1ed ••• ord1Da to ~. ~o,.l.'loft 

ot the muatolpallt7. Looal .~tlOJl_ ))l"Opo .. ' the eO'fUl­

.1l1GH ftO .. pe app.1Bte4 lit,. the pPet •• t. tor the .-11_ 

.-lo1pal1tl •• and by tbe JllIlletJ7 01' the Interior tor thOM 

with DIOJ"e than 100,000 l11habttanta or whleh .... the c.pltals 

ot prov1aoea. 

BOPOUSb council ••• I"e purel,. ... 111ar,r. The tlnal 

4.01810D:, •• e .. r:ywhel". 1Ia " •• la' I tal,. , ._ take 1>7 tho .. 

Who ftre not r •• po.81bl. to the "Op1,... 111 'hI. partle1ll_ 

0 ••• b7 the Pod.eta.lal 

lUSte1nel', 'PI olt., 81-88, 8ohBel4eP. tIt olt_. 101. 

'lbe ohalD of dlotatol'ahlp atr.tehe4 tm'bJIoken r.. It_ 

to the ~l.at ",,0.. Ia aoa.. tbe 1O •• nment ... In tM 

hancla of the 41otatop J the preteota we .. awol"'" aNl r ... 11 .. 



:t 

b7 the goverJaent aDd the ~._ .... ~ reapoaalbl. to the 

prote.ta. 

., 

la brlagl:ng lato pow. th •••• tat.tva d.1ctatol'8 1D 

It.11_ o1ti •• oop"ptlcm u4 ...... 1 al •• tel1atred. _ fit 

th ••• be __ m1111ona1r •• oY8l'lllch.t ana ... tera or tbe 81'7. 

'lb.,. ... pe not ptm.lahed 1B orlll1Dal court. Whan thel!' 1I1a­

IMa. became latO"WB the,. we.e prote.t" "*7 tbe DaM.I • 

1M.lbeftate1n •• pe "olt •• 5&-11. 

Local gove:raent 878t .. 01' Ital,. 1n ap1te ot preteJl­

tlou 4oetJttn •• ot aunl01pal llbert,.. we .. al_,.. \~.f •• t to 

strong _atnl control. ThIa ... modttted, b,. ooaald8N.bl. 

po .. r be1Dg glvEtD to the 10cal11 aleot84 _7V8 and _101pa1 

0_0118, the alaot.4 ~v1a.l .. 1 eO'UUoll. an4 the Q1 __ 

(which c __ oll_4th. pl'ereot. ~ Glata wae ooapo .. 4, 1. 

put, 'b74.1.gate. hOJll the vapl .. lMldelpa.l1tl... Beheea 

1925 and 1918, all elected. b04:1 ...... aboll.bed. aftC! 1D thetr 

pla.a ...... tab11_.« c-.ttt ... to ""peft'" with tbe :pJ"tt-

te.t lB tIM proy1nee and the Pede •• (aow appola.te. b7 the 

. M1a18t17 ot the Iat.riG!") 1ft the _101pal1"".13'1 

13'10 ... 1 Sftaldt, !.he 90'l9rate state fa Aotl_. 6 ..... 1. 

10 tbe Fa •• lat co .... rnment -.de the prete.t l'lUoh lION 

po ..... rful. !Ie.... 41pltlea b7 the tl tl. of e%o.11._7. Be 



• a dipeotl,. Mpenclent on tM .!II1.t..,- or the InterIor', o~ 

which llua.ol1nl _. t~ head. !he 1 •• of' 1911 gay. hta 

.. 
clo •• lnapectorlal power O'ftP the m'tll11etpalltl •• In hi, ... ~. 

1l8welk. oJ. 81t., 31~319. 

The re.ulta 13f the .bOY •• 7 .... "1"'.: tl.at, It p ... 

tbet heatt ot the go"ePB1llent _ .rtlel.a'and pliable tu ... 

ment ror, hie 0WIl p~ •• , ..,oad17, It bapoaed aad abtallut4 

a unUOftl pell07 all OMr the. eo-tIT. It 414 not -.~ 

the 100al &o ..... nt aotlnt,- bat whateYer .... .,. the ... ... 

In ltal1a local goveruaent ... tPOJllth. central S ......... . 
'-

~ _entHl. power, a. hal -..:a _ntloud bitrore, 0_ 

through tb •• ft8l"ptl0 _bert of the COPpa of s.cl'"etarl •• -

seneral, tbe ohlera ot the Adalnl"t .. tl.. etarr or tbe 1mI!l101-

palltt •• an4 the •• opettu-t •• or the P .... 1n.... 1ft 19t'7 t 

the ............ atate orfl.1ala and the au.bordhlate .tart ..... 

the In.tr1aeata or power 01 the 8tat. va_itte. tlU'o'q'll 

Preteot and Podeata who •• ~ ohosen trom the wea1tib1 anel upper 

aldell. ela ..... 139 

laIIb14 •• 118. -
!he 1 ... 1 -.4Y110.,. oGJDll1t' ••• , bayl .. DO ... 1 powell' a.D4 

belns .. lao.t exelu1,..1,. miMI. and u.pper cIa •• 18 tMl. 

_ompe.ltion and al.o ..... bl. to the Fu.lat Part7 cll.alpl!_. 

aang the praia •• ot Palo 1_. The work of the local author!tl •• ,. 



aln.. the •• tabllshment ot "a"l., had laP8ell' been the 

~lftg out o~ the publl0 .... k. • .. 'he._ ,,1..0 

l4Op.1MP, ,p. olt ••• '13-.". 

!be provl8iona or the Del ••• or the State Aot ot 

1Io ... beP 1926. atat.4 that Itl 

99 

tapb14. the reconstruotion of A •• oclationa. organ1 ... 
tl __ • or parti •• 41 •• 01 •• (1 by the love~n' • .....,.­
ship ot 8uch bodie. OP propagation ot their 6Ootl"1ua, 
proSftlBl8a. and moa ot action.. It •• tabllshee the 
pu:nlabaent or 1apI'1.~~l10 •• ot oltl .. ublp ... 
oOlltI ... tton of the pPOpersJ' ot cltl_, .. 'be1Ds 
abroad t41ttuae and 04_mloate 1D ...,. tON, ..... 
or ral .. new .... prated or teftd •• tloua en thelat$JIDal 
o0ll41tloa8 or tb.state, III aueh wi .. aa to I ••• __ 
cp.at 01- pr •• tl. or the litate' abroad Of" oar1"1 _ 
&Jq &9t191'1 Whloh will be DOxl .. to national b,te,. 
.8'8.141 

l'lPlnep, sm- 01t., SQ. 

'!'he act brought lato exl.tenH the St*tlal Trlblmal top t_ 
Deten.8e ot the State. It. _la purpo.. ... to deal with 

oJ'i ... acawt the pera.,..li", ot the ltate. '!'be ott .... 

mentloud. 1ft the above aot, and the attapts OD the lite ot 

the Ilng or the Head of the go •• ...-..nt. "aidea thla a.t, 

there ... _tate4 in the Italla. Penal Code draatlc punt. baeD' 

tor tho.e )lI'OaOt1ns. eOD.atltutlng, orpntalng. or dlr •• tlDa 

a.aoelatl.- tor the expre •• PtIl'P0.~ ot •• tabl1ah1D8 .. 81 ••• 

dieta. torahlp 01" Yle1811t17 .~e •• lng IUl7 aoclal ola •• , or 
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la U7 a,. ... bve1"'t1ftc the ... 01110 and eo.tal lDetltlltloD8 

of the itate. The •• _t.te •• ftH .zpr ••• l7 coaboll" b,. thl. 

Speotal 7rlbu:aal. The aet •••• olaNd "trout!".. !be .. "". 

tbou ..... of per.ona _" p1aoe4 ••• 1" poll.. 81.11'81"'1'1.1_ a4 

"popted. The P'Vl'08e ..... ,...I"e .vtaln oltlHU 01" 

thea l1bert7 eft1'l 1t th.., had ..... 'bNken the law8 tileD 1a 

fOPee. 

It can ... 111 be •• n that th ....... pe not the una1 

guarant... whIch other cOWl'rl.. aoat ca:re.tu11,. prorl4ed to 

.. oure the lDdeptndeno. and ~tl.11tT of their courts. 

"'11 the 1apa.rttall '1 of the Judps an4 the .pUI t of rIp' 
ju4pent •• r. unde,.lne4. Th1s covt .at tn Rose and ... 1. 

'-
actual tao' the )(1.18tr7 top Wap. Sin.. h ••• llDl al_,.. 

retalned thIs .1nlatrr 1a hI" own haDda he had the tlnal .1gbt 

to deo148 againat Who. the 1.. should. •• ,. 

'!he j\1ttee- or eu.a1n1ag _slatnte ... 14 Bot baYe to b. 

1 •• gN.t1.uat... 'fhe7 _n _i_teet ., ".'011111 aD4 00\\14 .. 

..... 4 b7 him at an7 t1ae. It ooul4'be aotal17 eall" a 

~11 hPJ t.l~l 'be...... It. pre.ldent Ul4 .10e-I',. •• la_u 
.e .... uauallJ' appo1D.te4 b7 •••• 11nl hoa .... the S ..... I." 
a&l1l-ala, .lr-.... b.al., &D41 .. dera of tile p ... t., .Ul tla. 

The •• _11 _re .epeD4ent eDtl"l,. upon the will of h._llal .. 

•• _.er8 .f tbe 1I111tla ~.,. •• N autoatlcal17 _Bib.,.. of 

the F ••• t., lapty. and every Pa •• l.'_ upoa the admia.1on to 

Fa.,la' p....,.. took tbe tollo.1Itg oetht 

I YOW to ob.,.. the D\toe t. oNere W1 thout 41aeu •• lq 
th .. and to .ene tbe .au •• of the Paaelat BeYolutl .. 



with -Ha1llJ' atreagtb. and. i.t :n8~S8&l7, with all.., 
bl004. 

l-..na'elll, U. olt., "It. 
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'fbis court w ....... ted to aot quie1c1,._ z-.41aQa.rreat 

1'o11ne4 d..maeiatUB. 110 ball.. allowed. !hen exl.' ... 

no author!t,. to tent_to the period ot 0.t047 h1' •• tile 

tr1&1. • prel1alnar7 .... 1Mtl_ ... ad. b., a _utH_ 
appointed, 41 .. 1 •• 1b1e, and laatrueted b7 the Mlalatrr to. 

flap. The ••• ued •• not .11.... to ha.e lap! oouaael _tl1 

the ,.el t .1DAPJ ex .. l .. tloa ... oye., tbe -tace that 1 ... 1 

ad.loo ..... at ........ 14a It .... at thi. atap\that the 

141aaetuo Sal:vODl11'll, l1a4er th, ... or bee,-, 3M. 

_lat .. &,-._ 1I08t a.nxl.Oua to •• ove a eODvlet!oa. !"he 

acoll.tNt •• not .. tb-e17 he. to c~.. bla 0_ 00 ... 1 beoau .. 

the pp •• ld •• , of the e ... ' ba4the po... to rej •• ' hi. ohol .. 

aatl appol ••• e tl"OIl _, the ,...1 (P ••• lat. ot tbe O~). 

'l'l1e dete... 00 __ 1 ._ Dot allo... \0 haM the 40 ..... :nt. 

t1Dtl1 elpt -78 betO" the blal. aad ... thla '0 ... 001ll4 be 

.hor, ... 4. .it; ...... tor tb • .. .t .... ...... 14. aUowe. t. 

appea.r. '18'17 ott •• blah lepl .t ... _" ehvpd Which au 
1.gal ad.t .. out ot the quatleD top po .. clet.adenta. La.., •• a 

1fOu4 tan .... N.t 1"1 .. 11' theT ..... 117 pre •••• their 

ell .. , f. ...... Cal,. ._.pa or the P.,.", .. 4 the Pre •• 

could _tor the eovtOll tho raN oe_alou 'lib .. It ... publ! •• 
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1fhe1l tile ••••• we.. Jlot .. porte'" tr1 th aWl' _tall 1A the 

pH ••• 

F1Dall,.. In tbl. court there .... DO,..,.. !he apeotal 

'htlbunal had the prinl ... of tbd.ng the date tor the bl&1 

.. l~t baying recour •• to -7 oHmarT prel1a1Da.ry 1 ... 117. 

U the oo..-t wlabe4._1ther ..... 1 tor .. t •••• DOl" the 

.. _4 .ould taJre &D7 .t..,. to ,.-.pve their c ..... ft. -

.bar,.. punlahable b7 &lath. 

It •• olear that ••• teaoe 'b7 the 1p4tGlal 'frlb1mal 

tltrpea4~ upea the .,lab.. of the .. o,s.- and u.poa Upoft the 

.,lolatloD of "the pe_1 ...... !h. ~bae.a of the .7 .... 

•• show "7 the taot that •• t ...... of death ~, eaPrle4 

out wlthla t .. "' .... tour he..... !be ,\I4181al authorlt,. 414 

not eY8ft a1,.e notle8 to the t'Ud.l1 •• ot the penema .. ateD •• d. • 

• 0 that th.,. migh' at 1 ... , atta .. the 1'uaeKl. 

!'here "1'8 DO ..... of .ppeaI1. the ... ten ... or tb.& 

Special 'lrlbvaal ~ AeoordlJlC to the lett.r ot the la.. aa 

appeal wa_ po.slble It the he.ld •• ' of tba C.,...., aDd two 

eoa.ula of the allttl .. proaOUllHd tIl .... l ••• 1D. 1_ ta .... , 

but: th!. prov181on could. Dot be t&keD •• ,.1.-1,... It .. . 

blpPobable that the j11Clae. Who 11&4 pa.... the HDten... .,ould 

later 41 ..... thea own .edlet OP that -7 oOftaul 01 tM 

all!t!. would nppet t1\ .. it the,. 414. 

!'be .... 1&1 !?1b'tulal did not h ...... the potrer to oO!ltlaute 

the prop •• t,. ot a peraoft appeartDg bet .. e 1t. But thl ... . 

e.811,. cll'OU111'gellte4 b,. .. ate.o1q the aoou •• 4 to 1aJWl ...... t 



l 

&ad. 1a addltton, to a ,.,...Bt o£ & t1fta eoaeaaJ.nc o. es-
1 .. ... ClDs hi. entire fortune. . 

l" .. t~., !PI cit •• 311-31., .. nataln, Ut-Itt., "" ... 91. 

.. ue".papel'lll&D wa. • gov.PRm.eftt ... 107", and hi. 41l'7 

loa 

... to write what wa_ 1004 tfJJ! the peSs.. 0.. ot the ...... Jr. 

ahl. 40pa8 ..... that Mu.aol$:a1 and 1' .. 01 .. eoul4 4. no W_(" 

anothel' ... that the axla .. a tl."l ....... tl_. .,. 

_lter8 had •• et of dlr.otl .... , e.tabllshed tor .uQ" , .... 

&ad e .. 1*1th1 .. wa. _4e to .tIt lato th ••• 41 .... tl.... 1a. 

81"'011 81tutlon the _11 ... a&cU;r What to wS:te. !be 
'-

exeeptloaa "ere .... 17 eaaggerattona of the general rule • 

.Ameag the _at IlOtorlou .. lteJ"8 an .1001. "00al0 aJUt 

Roberto Pvlnaeol. The,. went to u ...... ot ftl.-.lt7, " .... 

battblg, _tl-elerl_11_ a.ad .tUlk _ the ·plut .... .....,. •• I ••• • 

•• Du ••• b._elt. j01d'ull.'$ ... j118' how to SO 

a'bout ..... b1g cOIltro1 ot the pp.... 0Me apia It.Ita 

.. 1118 provided the 1I04el tor- all ~. ot tu.l_. Juat 

after tbe -veh OIl Boae. h •• ollD! 'ele .. aphe4 to the b •• t. 

4lllllt ot the Pr •• 8 ••• 0.latlon that ... 

146 

Intenet. to aa.regua.r4 the lib •• ',. of the press. pro.­
Tl4e4 that the ppe •• be worth, ot that l1be.'7_ 
Llberq- Ie not oa1,. • !tIght, It 1 •• dut,' • • •• 1D 
I deatre that jOUl1l&11 .. oollaborate with the natioll. 

Mattheft. !Jh ~lt., 266, DenatelB, 'P, olt •• 61. 



IN ' 

87 1118, the PS'... waa under the· o..,let. oontrol ot liue8.'" 

1181 .4 tuDetlold-q aooth17 a. ba .a14t 

In a totalitarian ".SlM the· pH •• 1. aft 81_.nt ., 
ttt. "8e1M, a t... at. t~ •• nl.. of tbe rest- • .. • • 
'fhat wh1Ch 1. haJlJlhl Ie avo14a·4, tilat whleh Ie uee.t1l1 
Ie adoptM • .. • • 7be tn •• t pre.. in the world 1. 
the Italian p .. e.. . . .. n.ewbitre newspapers are 
pouped tnth. h.o4. or at •• Il'ldlyldua1. trho .... lde. 
the lournal •• a Vue aDd proper la.at.,. llk. a, •• l 
or l •• ther •. It.ll1- j0'Qft'la11 •• Ie h •• be .. 11S. It 
....... a peg1me.1 

1 .... att __ • ft. 01,\., ••• 

• .".,.pep ._ we" h.ld 1D "'17 I1tt1 ••• t ... 1ll lta17. 

But to lh, .. 0111l1 and P.a.l .. that prot ••• l_ rural.hed the 

IlO8t valuable aId In their "evelo...,_t to power aD4 ._'1"01 
ot the State. 

In th. peDAl oode, artlel. 6G stated that ."1'701'18 who 

au-rled OIl a prlnt1na 'Dual ••• witho.t .ttI01.1 perla! •• !_ 

oOUld be pulahe4 .1 ther bJ' 1:IlpI'1 ..... , ap to .lx ... __ .. 

• t1M up to 1000 l1re. RYeI7 papel" .at haft a .. a,...fbl. 

editor WhOII the Cour' ot Ap.,..1 _t .... pt •••• aueb. It 

the 84ttor .a either a Senator O'P • -1*\7, one of tbe start 

•• to .s .... the "8)I01181'bl11t7 ot the paper. In the ."'8t 

ot & r •• poaalble •• 1tor be1fta .. 1 .. pualahe4 tor ottena •• 

aga1nat tber.CQl.tlon.~ the oourt ot Appeal eould perus. to 

recogni •• him aD7 longer •• a ... poa.l'bl. edltor.1" 

It'Oakeahott. 02, .1~ •• 183. 
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i'h.. ,..t •• t ot the proytn .. had t,he po •• r to Hpr1a.D4 

the edItor or to oonti •• t. the paper, It It bact: publ!". 

fal.. or tendentloUlt DeWS Whioh .1gbt dieturb dl»lo.tl. 

Nlatione wIth foreign go" ..... t., 1ajUPed the aatloaa1 

OMdit at home or abroad, tbJtob the population Into a .-tate 

ot aJ'WItltlabl. alan, or. Sa 07 ., •• u •• d a dlsturb __ 

ot publ!. pea ... 

The Preto.t could oJ"4el' the eontlsea tlOD ot the pit", OJ!' 

•• probmtcl the .e.pcm.albleedl tor.. it tbe papw IDOI t.4 to 

fht", 01 .. 8 ha tJIe4, 41 ... 41 __ e to the la.. or 0I'4era ot the 

author!tl •• , It 1Dl4el'lllae4 the di •• lpl11le of .tateo£llo1&l. 

or favo"" the late,...t. of' r ... lp eo_tri •• , .O~.tl.8 .. 

IndlYldua18 to the a.tr1aent ot ItalJ. It It la-.lt .. the 

1:1D&. Coatl"J, or BoJ'&l 1' .. 117, the PoPft, tb. state rel1g10n .. 

the iutltu.tiona ()P u.d tor .. a ot Ital7 or lta A111 ••• 1 .. 

l.u!blf_ .. 11'7 J Dena'elD, tPt 01 t., &8. 

A 4e_.o .. _ pa .... III Pebru&l'7. Ift8, whlOb etated. 

that onl.,. nob. pera,ona -7 ue .. el •• the p •• t ••• 101'1 of JG\IJIM1-

1_ &II had tholr _ .. a entered on the 118'. ot tlleTn4e 

Unlona ot Journall.'e. l •• 0a17 wall tr~ Paa.lete were 

It'Oak.ehott.l 02- oit., 1aa. 

allowed on these list. ao It ...... 11 11ft4e .. atoot! that th18 
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.... a mor •• trecti"" .. a,. to ex ... t •• Geuorahip than tr,.lq 

to oensor the written word. 

A journal!st was exol1lded fore •• !' trom hi. prot •• sioll 

a' the beginning of th.e follow1ng ,. •. fU*. It duping that " ... 

he had i.nf'rlnged Oll an,. of tbe pule.. For 8ltaaple, it be 

.... 17 expre.sed the &11ght •• t critic! .. of' Faaol.t lea .... 

01" 1n8tltutlOD.~ in private 0<m .... t1011, 01" in P"'8U1Ul .. 0'1 

bi. prore"810ft, he .. a dPoppM !'POll the ltsb. ht, e" .. 

beton the anti-P.aclst pHS. hd been abolt.bed b7 law,. 

page of F ••• lat 'eprOP!.'., •• tln& on etrict OPel.r. h'oa 

bea4qua.Jtte,. •• had pl'tUll4e.,.e4 &l'14 _ .. tbe. 4eaOl.i.he4 the ottt.e 

ot the opposition newapapera t~"t tbe .000t~. It._ 

not nee •• ..., to attack :r •• el .. but .... paoltlol.. ... oeD­

ald8re4 _ otl-f.8018,.180 

laGSal't'Ul11l1. op, 01!., U-8a. 

A:tq tJpe of 01"1tl01 .. __ .... rel,. 'batmed 111 tid .• 

"tJl ••• t press of the wbol. wor14." !'be pre •• was to help 

dietatorabl» to ... intaln a pa •• l.e,al."t.h attitude. to all 

outward app8U'UlC.. the ob Jact bad been .ttailled. tOJ> Dot • 

br.ath .tlPN4 In the .eab ot publl0 .. lat_. But tm4e .... 

grouDd, G.ltl01 .... all the _" •• hftJ.eIlt. Thou.ett. or 
aatlr10&1 ...... upon the DtaM and tt. .eel- prOVM tbe 

, 

Ital1eft'. 1Mxt1nplahable 41.po.ltl_ aet to tort.lt hia 

1D.cIepe.a4en .. or jlldpe1'lt. 

1Itu. ••• 11a.1. a1ao J •• t about to oon ... 1 tba .... .ar1l1 ... 



or ,. ... 1811 papera repre •• nte4 1n 1"'17. All newspaper tele­

er- :from the prlva te tel-.ra»h aDd n410 ottte •• we .. e 

1O'r 

,. .... on 1JDme41atel,. to the Central roet Orrlee. ~"' •• a 

oORn1ttee ot revIsion .tt •• tiftl,. ceuore<t thell b7 elthe. 

detaining them so the,. 10at all neW8 _lue or. bi" comple" aup­

pre sa lOll. It happened f'reque:otly that :foreign coweapondent. 

wore expelled when their dlapatehe. 41apleaMd the Fasols' 

oen.ora.151 

l51Matthtt .... OR. 01t." 256-U8. 

'Fhe correspondent. ot the area t n .. spapers .1 th wor14 
'-

w14e o1Jteul.atlon. Da .. _theIas., b,. '01"1"17, obtalnea 8ftlCh 

Intormatlon upon almost all _ftat8 and ..-u........ The .. 

br IH. weDt 1nto the pockets ot the ...,107... ot the ft1'loua 

.lD.latrl.. who orten compl8JB4h1tett the tal.. or worthle •• 

orttol.l prcm.ounoe.nt wIth autt.ntl0. It not ab.olutel,.. 

reliable report •• 

Ia regard. to the ltallan public, l' •• 6ntbe1,. .tala-

1'0JI'IB84 about currreat aventa at baa. ...,-.• ttrrins pelltloa1 

event. were ealal7 Mntlone4 'b,. the o1'tl.1&l .... ace .. 1' 

St.tanl to all tbe a ••• pap... 1D the eOUllb7.. Then the ••• -

paper. priated tnem the ,tollo.lag 487 uatDa th. l4entleal 

mta.d.l1M. and the .ame .xppe.81oas of ,..1._ or bta.. 

While th ..... -. no .x~ •• l_ ~ tp •• Op.181_ allowed J 

there •• -.oh .1I00lU"a, .... t t ... the author! tl •• tor the 

papera to aurpass each othn III tbe adulatlOJl or the Duoe. 
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Anoth.". abordnabl. feature 'Which enoourag6d t.he low standard 

ot Ital1ar1 journalism waaf'olUlded on tn. taot that they had 

to aoeept the collaboratIon of leadins P .. aclat8 who did not 

po •••• s lIterary or jO\l'nlallatl* abl11t,'. 

Radl0 and cinema were alSG tvo other propaganda _ana 

skillfully used by the FascI8t 'art)'. It was ueed to •• tab ... 

lish obedleneeand aoceptance of the Pa .. lat State rather 

than the suppresalon ot the appeal tlon.. For Muaaol1al .. _ 

aware that a constant outpouring of' . tacta ant" op1n!ooa 

aultablJ' tS-d waa Invaluable. So he inatituted • propagaMa 

bureau tor the purpose of .-lnS th ••• ..-ne mGat ert •• tt .. l,. 
On the :radl0 the gOT8rmaent had whatever tt. It wantea. '0., 

'-
1ta propaaanda,. •• pecla11,. 1n the dal1,. prograa eal18. 

·Chronlo1e ot the Reslme.-

A ap .. lal orp:nlu.tlon 08.11e4 "!nt. RadIo IvaI., 

.tlnaneed bJ' tbe aut.,. was to anuse for the mamttaotl.lPe aDd 

a.l. of cheap radio. to 80boola, looal author!t! •• and looal 

f.ac1.t crouP.. Speo!al att •• tlon ..... Slve. to ohlldreD'. 

Pl"ogrUls.11' 

lllLondon. op, olt., 1661 168. 

The fila 1adua'17 _. oontrolled 1)1 tbe coy.~' tro. 

the beS1mllllg. The a:moat of .... 7 b .... ted In the .tlla 

Induab7 .. r.plated hI' the oOl'JjePatloaa. In 1984, tM 

goVe1"lD18Dt promoted. the •• tabIle_ent ot • • •• 1-autoDOWlO\1.. 
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tIl. efJ1lpllDY knOWD a8 L.U.C.B. to ppc'V1de ne"8pe.l. and 

pt'0p&g8.n4a ttl.... '-"'e sub,e.t ot moat of th .... a. the 1i1l'l'I'e­

.trtlMd glortf1cations ot Musollai aM all hie .orb.lA 

IIlFiner, ~ •. ott., 238.9, Bbenateln, Ole e1t., 101:-105. 

'Ph. severe P!""eS8 law. d14 not pre .. ent 'the anti-ta •• lat 

ppes8 f'1tom enjoying a eoruJ14erabl ••• cret 0.11'"0111&tlOJ1. 80M 

or these .m .. t. weN manufa.~ed in Ita17. atM •• weI' ••• ,.,. 

el ••• 1'1,. 1DtPOduo.d hom abroad in man,. W.,.8. '!be S.,.111-

gent newapapel' "a4er _4 'been t. 80 10 ....... 4 'by tbe 

.... 1a.t1na .... n... o~ the eftlelal,..... .e accepted 

" eage:pl,. tbe antl-taeoiat :pIlpera aftC1 paaphleta 1Ihleh .. .,.. "Ie.., 

often only h •• togra~hed ab •• ta. 

A dlotatorshlp canno' 40 wIthout 1ta a.PJne4 t~. 30 

the th1r4 peat orpn ot the 1' .... 1.' ata t. be .... the .111t1&. 

Betore the lIaroh on i .. , tbe OJ"gaDlsatlon tor the militia 

ha4 been pla:rme4. ..1'17 hoped Kuaaolbl1 would set p14 ot It 

when the opposition bad been ooaquere4, othe •• "antec1 to k.ep 

It 10call •• 4. .a aquad.a of voluat •• r. to~ _rcenol ••• 

Mu.sollDl, on the tl,..a' of F.b.....,.. 1"4,. put an •• 

to all tho •• ..,.oulatlons nth hI. atat_nt "Whoever toue1M:. 

the .111t1a. pta 1 .. 4."lN The 14 .. ot tonlDc ·t •.•• d· •• 

184Schnel4e, 0,. 01&_. 134. 

luvu.enw or weapoaa to .. aOhI.vlll1 ]i)-- had been .... !Dati .. 
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In Museo11nl'. mtn4 fop y..... Its Faae! dfA.tane a.volu­

slomu-la In 1915 were In.stree._l In bringing Oil Intuventloll. 

It bad been a goo~ d.~.tratlon 01' the value ot a small 

4e..pePA.te gPOUJ) In t'OI'olag the b,latOJ"10 pro •••• b7 _ana ~ 

vl01ell ... 1&6 

11'p1nep~ op. elt., 233. 

ne thel"erore d.eveloped the Idea that there .... roo. 

~er .. thiN armed. :fopce 1n the stat. !I _twe .. the .....,. ... 

the polio.. 1Ie atated that the U'Dl7 aust 4edleate It •• U ft-

01u81.817 to the HeNd task ot dete.d1ns the eo-tr.r and 

should M .... be called OIl tor pollee .... .,.. The poll88 bad 

tbell" banda tttli with the regula. fuR.tloD ot k.eplag pUbll. 

01"481". 10 he 8ubatltuted the milItia tOJ! the .&07&1 Quv4a 

that tUtti had ol"eate4 to put down the bolsbeY!at crle1e. 

The .111tl ••• Rt.n'7 t1Jlle. larger and rUt _" expeul ... 

The .111tl& as.umed Ita detinltl .. torm In the 1111tla 

Voloatarl .. per 1a 81 ........... tonale (the 14.V.S.I.) .• It 

._ called 'by " •• oliAl -the 1'1-. •• ula'MH.OJ and ..-llb 

aoul ot Puot .. , the detend.... ot the l .. "lhble a1'14 bore:bl. 

developmen'. of the Octover ••• olutlon.w111 

l&SMattheft" !I. olt." 18. 

Tbe 1Il111 tla was 48 ... 10ped chlefl,. b;r Balbo. De ac.o an« 

De V.oobi Itl 1921 aDd Itle. It .dopted tpoa AIlcleBt It_ 
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the l1ctol", the s,mbol ot &utborlq-. !tu$801Inl practicall,. 

put eve1"7 man, Wowm. and ehUd l11unitorm and nothIng __ 80 

... ti.ractor,. to the average Italian of that time. It b.,.oupt 

glamor, pride, an illusIon of the martIal spIrit, and .. 4_gre. 

ot dIscIplIne wl)1ch caul4 M"t haven.en obta.lned othen1e •• 

But noboo,- except the rt08t caretnll,. seleoted party member. 

eould get Into the mIll tIe.. fteorul ts were ehosen trOJm volua­

teera coming .trom the J'oung Fdclate at the as. or heat,.. 

The,. were alao selected t'o·r polItical and oombative rel1abl11tJ. 

In caSe ot partIal or entire mobIlIsation of the arm;r, or _.,., 

the ml11t14 was abao~.d. b7 1t. 'lb. oath that the .w mUltt ... 

men had to ta.ke .... , 
'-

In the .... o£ Qo4 and the ltal1aa Patbarlaad, m the 
I ... fit all thoae who have 41e4 top the patti ••• of 
ltal,., I -.ar to OODHllnte .,...11', Whol1,. aut t ...... r. 
to the good of Ita17.~8T 

IM]bla.. 101. 

Th •• e men ".re to "Cpede •• , C .. bat'8 ... Ollbeella ("belie ... , 

.fisht, abe,.-) .. good l'aeol.,.. JJen or brutal .tOMe_P. 

ravOPtHl and. intelleotuals 'We" c11sda1ned or. at be." tol ..... 

ated. Other rulea 98"11 

The r •• olat .t1lt! ... muat •• Pftlta17 18 purtty, "lth 
a .piPt t penaded b1 .. protouad IlUnlel •• , upheld bJ' _ 
unababb1e l'a1 th, 4011luted bJ' aft lJlt1exlbl. wIll, 
deapS.tag opp0J.-tUftl •• and. pPWlenoe .. cnardiN. 
Rule •• SOft_ 1s .for hlat,. •• top \he Im1gh"- 01' 014, .. 
law wb.lob allll_at, without eft •• ehlAtylq. tbe hadta 
ot pel'te.t •• lctiB 

158lbid., 0" '~~.'. 101. 



It was their duty to obey wIthout q11eetlon and their­

:maxlmm '07 W&!J to fulflll their 01'481'8. Tl?e mll1tl8, was 

dl.1ded into two llUttn gPoups. Th. general mIlItIa garmed 
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oyer nln&ty-tlvft per ('tent of the total while the 8!)eclal 

bl'llnone. to"",4 the re8t. The tOJrmep "as unpa 1.d and contrt'b1l­

ted towaMa Its own clothing and equIpment. 'fhe Members 

seP'Yed out I!')f fal th to Mussollnt fll'ld the regiue. Theil' 0Wll 

period or traIning and ser'91ce wall after their own wocrld.ng 

houpa and dur tng the 'holIdays and week-ends. 'l'he teac!leP8 

of the ml11tla we're l"etl1'ed off1cers of thlt "gular al"m1 who 

1M" th-.l ... grouped in a F ... clat Part,' &s8oelatloa. Old1 

Instructlon;t or more pH.i.81,. pollt1oo-rel1g1oua Indoetl'l_-

" tIm!, ft. ppoylded by the a-peelal COUP". of leotur.. fop the 

army.ISS 

181LondOD#1 9..2. 01 t., 163 ... 164. 

In peacetime. the milItIa ft.. to be on _tch for counte.,.­

revolutIonary actIvIt,. and, to gIve preadl1tar7 Inatruotloa 

tor tho •• between eighteen and twentT ,.eea of age. It .... 

eompulaoPy tor all Italians by the law ot'December, 1930, to 

prepu. them •• lv.e b:r propep exerol ••• tor 1RObl11satloft 1n 

4.fene. or the Ng1me at &87 JnOlr1eftt. altla end dagg .... we" 
the U"JDa of the' .. __ •• aDd .. ah 'ba ttall_ hac:t a coapl_nt 

of _chi .. guaa allallar to tho .. u.d b,. the 8.P11J'. Ex_,..,l ... 

.. e1'8 uaual17 ot local scope but otteR \hv. ..re w14e.,. 00ll­

oerted. _ •• U"I' •• 
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'!'he t'ief'en!Je of the regime was embo~1ed in the call to 

pre8ftM1e ttpuh11c order.- Partial mobIlisation. could be 

ordared by the Mlnlstel'"of" the InterIor, the General Command., 

the J)re.t"eets" etc. G~eral mobilis .. tlon could be ordered 0DlJ' 

by the ChIef of' the GoveJ"NIIfJnt. The Jdlltla 1'188 given mtm7 

:t'"Ol"Jd 01' &.8! stance such •• , grants of money 1 le1'lola:r~hlp8 t. 

orphan8 nf MIlItiamen, gratuities to pJ"olltle tathers, etc. 

For sport. actIvIt!es, the Mu8.ol11'1~. cup ani!: sword were g!YeIl. 

MIlItia seryed to organls. del"ense agaInst attacks from 

the a1r, to 'ff'fltch tr.e coming and goIng aeroa. the frontiers 

and the c08St8, a.nd SOlne or Its members aa.imilated by the 

army, formed a Libyan LegIon. UnIversity Ittuttenta uaually 
'. 

entered the specIal gl"oup. ot unlve .. alt, militia, sinee the 

authoritl •• recognized that the,. n6e4e4 AI.tact!..-. treat_nt.1H 

159Schnelder t oJ?! ci~ • ., 135 ... 118. 

The specIal groups ot the militia .ere paId and attached 

to appropriate soyernment •• rvlee. !be prinCipal ones were 

the Rail.ay .111t!8, the Mil!tia ot the Ports, the Forest 

Pl11tl., the Militi. of the Post. and Telegraphs. and tbe 

~11It!a ot the Ppofttler. The •• men were re.ll,. 'a.cllt 

inapectOPI .ho aoted al paid 8upen180H. 

The rest .. choae Pell.ble tlghters,the ph,.lieaIll ttt 

and the unqu •• tlonlng, the bputal. and tbe enthuaiastlc. 

Thi. organised and 41aolpl1ned tor .. or 300,000 with MehiD8 

gun. could hold down aDY cOlmt27 1n .. ,. eriai.. abort of war 
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which waa not too proloapo.. MWl .. oll~i apoke with aoorn of 

men who were too lnt.llia.n., who ".re oapable of .plltt1Ds 

hairs, but could not carr7 ... terial adventures to a oono111-

sion. 

Another specIal braneh of the militia was the OVRA or 

Organ1z~a1one Vlal1ansa Reatl Anti-Fe_olati. It was tho 

secret police, l110re dreaded 1n Ital1' than. It deserved to o.~ 

tor 1 t was not nearly as ert1elent or aa ruthless a. the 

Gestapo. Moat Italians, did not even know there was an 

OVJtIt--although to many its existence __ not a 8,eo.ret at 

least until December 1930. At that t1me a oommunique wa. 
iss'tl.ed aa7ing that 1 t had uncovered thr.. antl ... rufiat oltgaD­

izatlona. A.fter that time 1t ... s •• 17 .. ldom mentioned. It 

was :mentioned 1Ifhen Musaollnl wanted to frlghten hi. en_l .... 

It was his prIvate •. political army takhlg orders b'om him 

alone. and untIl war. a.papa t. &OlD the Hgu.lar armr. Ita 

chler taak bad be .. to "prevent eftP,. dlet.banee or publi. 

order. everT gesture 01" attempt at Hdltton agablet tb4t 

F.sclst GoveJ'Da8nt.1t160 Bobed,. kne. too much about tt. 

160Vatthewa. Ibid •• 164-1&6. 

organisation, pal', 01" -.berahlp. Ho ...... At DallJ' )mew ot Ita 

presence anti it •• p;yIng and d.nouno1a.s .otlvltl... a.eiet •• 

all thIs the ' ••• lst ~111tl. wa. relied -poD to lntor. the 

government of politieall,. tmproper talk &ad beba.lor. 
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On 00 tober 9, 1926 # :Muasol1n1 a.s aumed per sonal command 

of tbe milItia. :ire sent a telegram ot' devot1on. to the lUng 

a.nd a.nother to his Black Shirts which aaid s 

'fod.,. I ........ the 0 .... 4 ot the JHlltta. You aua\ 
certainly understand the hnt:tOf thIs deed:. The order 
lSI abc.olut. ant'l U1Ique.tloa Obedienee aM be .... a, 
always and 6verywhere to derenrl our rcg11ne which today 
1s our oountJ7 .. .. .... Ral_ JOur Staadar4a aa4 "fOUl' 
rifles with the crY1ii our uncoftque:rab1.e faIth: Viva 
11 1' •• 01aol A 1011 

161SohDe14er, !R. 01 t.. 13'1. 

" 
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Cbapte. 'fII 

THE COIlPOlllB "'AD 

"alaea sak1Dg .peolal U'~t. to cODtpol th •• tat., 

the 1'.aolat ••• tabllah4td .8&\h.. ..t ot o_bola 0._ thft 

_ ..... t. lUe of the COUll.,.. fbreugb. the corpora ... atate. 

'uol_ claIM4 to ha ••• 01 ..... the problema or the ,.alatl_ 

between .apt tal &ad labar. 

The O_po1"&tl .. state •• 41vl'" lIlto tu •• _lD 41.1-

al_. The tirat 41.,laloll oo.alat*, ott the SJD41cata. or 

CODf"64aMtton8 Which .0 ... ""alOl*l w1th reapeet to aI14 1a 

te.- ot .. uppl •• of" ... plta1 and labor. The,. ... ~. (leV.loped 

Oft local, pl' .... lnolal_ "gloaa1, and natlo.! 11.a. '!'he 

.. ooRd 41.'lal_ Inolu4e4: the Corporat1 ••• Whloh _" latol'­

e.'" prt..pl1,. 1n the adadAlst"t1 .. tto14 whleh ooo"I_~d 

ami controlled the oooaoale ._hlM.,. 01 the State. !he7 

"PO the oorporatlon., the .lalatl'1 of CorporatlO1t8, ud the 

1Batltutlona ... lated. to tha. The thiN 41",lalo11 coaprl ... 

aaenot ••• ot Deluded tll the tt .. t two poupa. The.o .... 

the ruola' PaptT _ the land reel_tlOll ."Dol •• " and the 

aoe1al-1navaftoe Inatl tutlo1lll. 

Th •• bo •• 4e.cl'lptlona aN "'r7 a-neral anA do Dot al-78 

.. equato17 .... SlHa the ~g_te. beoal1.lte all tho •• 01"", 

tunctl0Be4lnt.pdepeD4 •• tlT and partlo1pate4 1ft eaCh other'. 

W'OPk. 10. It .,. 'be .. 14 'that all the ___ Ie 'PPM ••••• In 

all Its ftrlous nattloattolls were the ... t! .. 1],,. s,.ath.at ... 
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1Dto the Corporatt •• hate.lll 

148et•1Mr, !I. cit •• 108. 

A theop,. ot labor baa" on _tlonal 8J'IlCl1oat.. aDd. oop­

pontl0l'l8 whloh ._ to be .. 1Ullque and lapoJ'tant f.atlJP8 of 

all f.a.let regime. .._ ayadleal1...i'be 8,..tUcatee _1'. to 

be _tlonal aDd the,. were to ._lft within the oapltal1.tl0 

atJ'uotlJ.'N. It... a b.-uk troa the • .,..10&118. of Georg •• 

Sorel, who belleftd that atl,. triotl_ ... u ••• et1&l 

elaent of .,.,.10&11_ aad iQepan.ble ,... It. 

rm. .. l1111,_ltSns top the ."81*,.., (ler ... , bJ 

1981, potDte4 out that .... In aJ'B41oal1 .. dUhH4 COil.lder­

ab1,. tpoa the So.tall.t torm 1ft that It .... _tlona11stl0 and 

pro-uplta11.'. Be aaidl -ft:te, a_por.tl •• eaD hope to 

"tter the lot ot their .;radleatealt oaplta11_ 1 •• trOJl8, 

and ftot II' .. ,li&11_ t • ..rea.k, .tatl0. alratd.-161 

lAlb14., H. -
Oa Bo..-.r 18, 1ge1, Al1'Pe40 110000 atatea. the _tter 

01eap17 wheft h. aa14 to the Chamber of Deputle •• 

F .... tal understood that the PJlobl_ of the .. pal .. -
tlOB 01' aoolal g:rOllp ..... -that Is, of' Q1ldloall .. --_. bT 
110 __ D .... avl1l' 00,..ot.4 wi t.b. the IIOve.nt 
.... 1(psM to 4 •• tr07 cap 1 tallatt ••• ...,., wb:lob. 1. buM 
on the prl ... OP,olatlon or pJ'fl4uotlon. 80 .. to 
allbatlte_ tor l' a Beotalla' •• ~. baH. _ the 
OOIII\lIll\J' Grpnl.atloll 01 production. It .... the 
fl ..... f.t)' of isolating the 8J'1l41ea1 pHD .... h_ 



a •• lall .. , whleb. ha4 .... 110&_4 It wlth all the utl­
natlOM.l, lawrna.l .. l. ,.oUtatlo, lmaaltaPlaa., 
JteM1110u 14.01°81 •• ot Ita pol1td,eal dooblDeL tbat 
bad ftoth1a& to d. wlt1l _J1I410&1 _plllat.l_. TJlQ, 
Puola. • ..... tM a aatlOD:al-aJ1ldleall_, luptred 
wh0117 bJ' ••• tlaent to" tbe tath •• l .. aDd bJ' _tlo_1 
.OlldU'ltJ'.~M 

1".att~ .. , !It cit., 98. 
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Alt~o Rocco wa_ the ... who gil" ton to the 1 •• 8ll4 

regulatloD of 19t6 and --7 be eredltel with the pat ... lt7 of 

Pa •• lat Idea. on cO!'pOHtl.1... 8epara.'te organisatlO1ls of 

capital an4 labOlt exl.tfMt and ttO\U'lahed ln ltalJ' 1_ betO" 

the Fuel.' COPporatl.. State. The •• Ol'pBi ... tloa •• xl .... 
\ 

in varlou t..... w. t1M. that ... pita! had. Ita oh.a1lber. 01 

ooatae,.oe, e'bUlber. of _ura.""""., aa4 .aaMatlona <!d' 

le4e4 proprle'.a. lal 

18&kl ... 1al, op_ 01 t., a'8. 

Labor, _ the oth.r band 1'10 thr ...... tlDg tJ'Pft8 01 

Dlons, the.1B41Mllet., In the Bor.l tM41tlOD, 8001al1ate 

1D the Mantat tradition, and the ooDteaeratlonlat In the 

701Ulger Vadltlon or the Oathollo Churoh. 

1'bat _tlonal ItJIldleallna __ not b".ntH bJ' Faaoi_ 

.- ".11 DOft. It ft. _"17 taken 0' .... , and thPouah 1t a 

llUIIb... or N41oal_" h ...... b7 BdJIo1l9 lloaaoal, __ Into the 

Faaolat _"euDt.. Mu •• olW had. ....... thla ., ....... , tpa 
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the .tart ot P.a.l ... 168 

INlb1 ... , I.V. -
Ther. had b.en ...... 1"&1 ........ hl atteJDpta to Inol" 

the workePa f organ1s.tlon8 1I'l the P.aolat 'apt}'. .usal1n! '. 

jotaiDS hi. papt7 with thoa. ot the Italian $JDdloal18ta under 

Bo .... l. "_ bo_ ·.a the .... 1.' 8J'1'1C11oa ....... ..,..1,. ... 
1 .. ~18'1 

I.., .... " Pltlg11aal,. The Ita!1!! C!ll2!!l~lY. staH, 6-11. 

----------------~-.----~.--------------------------------------------, 
'l'h.e r •• ol.' PU--'7,. 1a .o.OJId.aJ:lOe with 'the r •• t of Ita 

po ..... ,. UIHtd tor.. to 4tapep.. th. )lan.latan4 ChllJlOh UIl1ona. 

'ftM ttra' "'a.lat • .,.U.oate .... 1'.-4 .. Ii .. .., 18,. 1981 

1Ja aaa Bartol .... 1n Boa •• 1D the pro.ta .. 01' hpl'*87a. fhe., 

on April $, tbe full,. t01"Md pr1De.1ple ... actopted 1Jt the 

PI'O~ or the Bolopa aeClonal Coacrea. wbe .. the .. e't1fta 

-Jte.opls.a. the t.n.41a .. D ..... lt,. 01' tbe State maklng thtt 

8J'Ddloat.. partlolpatora 11'1 the 1.g1alatl •• po .... In the 

field ot labol' proble... !'h1. 1. the oa17 __ bJ' whleh the 

opganlae ...... eu adhere to the _tlOMl etate.-UJ8 

lSa.attbeW. ~IJ 011., 96: h1 ..... 1.1. 0'1 .1~., 4. 

c.rta1D •• o1'1OJft1e 01... lln.. ..re Jll&intalned In tbe 8JIl­

dio&1 -7at... Proprl.'or. oou14 attl11at. with 0DlJ' .. pi tal 
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poDp. trb,11e labor poupa ....... ope. to, emplo,.... ortl7. Lep.,1 

"oo .. ltloa ... arant.a. to ••• pltal 8Jl'ldloate wb811, with the 

p",.1.~OP. a7D41oa.t. J the members ellPl • .,. •• at leaat teD per 

•• nt ot the worker. 1n that fIeld.. 

Legal •• oognl tlon wa. granted to .. labopa,.at11oa te Whe. 

with the worke •• • .,1uUcate Ib _saberahtp inclUded at le.at 

ten pet-MD.t of the ~r. 1n that fteld of work. '!be 

ten! torlal bOll1l4&rle. could haft b •••• a a .. l1 .a a OO!D1lRlDAt 

or a.e vaat u the Datl0.. !be intonedlate f'181d was ",8\1&11,. 

the prov1nola1 or IntepppovlDolal opp.nl •• tlon. 

The· a78410&to could. apeak In the 11Ulft ot all the "peona 

in an (to_patlon and 11'1 the _au area Whether the1\".pe ..... 1". 

OJ' uot. It alao 0011eote4 obltptoI7 tlDtmol.1 oOllwlb1lttona 

troa th_ Whether th.,. belonged to It or not. The •• contrl .. 

blttlona we... col looted acoOJldlng to • ..t tOftmla. For the 

proprietor. aD ea<nlDt .... t·be4 nloh ... 14.1'.4 the .,.lue 

of' th.lpSa ....... nt. the UtO\Ult of bu8lDe •• and the alse ot 

theb prottt.. '1'h:e ..,.ke •• had to oonblbute 1ft proportlOD 

to their ...... 1.9 

le'ste1Del', !i. 01t •• 110, 8a.l .. sdal. Ilh 0lt •• S9 ... SO. 

'!be vllorne F •• o18t Graani_tlon .. 1 .. ot IHe to 1926 

produced ",offIcial '.eclet a7Dd1cate lD near17 0"1'7 line 

ot .... 0Id ••• t1'1'1t7. the law ot AprU I. 19". whIch the 

F.solate coaaldered a. the 80at revolutlobAr7 ot 1ta kind 

0"01' a.-tat, brought 1D a mnr conception ot the State aDd 
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the .elatlouhlp bet .... n tbe 01t1 •• u aDd the 8tat •• 1'10 'lb. 

l'OpOI' the text ot' the Law .e. Bd1t. h •• olinl. 7he Co".,.,. 
Ita tit" 89·90. 

lDdlvld.ual -.. no longer an abatpaet t1cure but a part ot .. 

_teg0l'7, aocopd1ng to hi. 1I01"lit. !fbI. la. ga •• 3_1410&1 

reG081'l1 tlon to 8j'D41oat.. and regulated their aotlvU~7 whioh 

•• subordinated to the aupe:rlor a1_ ot the nat10n. It 

provided tor the 0011e.\1 .. labor coatract and tbe magletra­

\ve of labo:r .It antled. the elu. struggle aDd abollahe4 

strik •• and l.,.lrouta. 

!'bu theSJ'adlea'e 'be .... tbe baal. a1t ot' ~ Corporate 

State. 'fb.epe. existed one tor ... oh ..... " ~ovln_. reg!OD 

and prof' ••• !. and 1n each .... the ...... an eaplo1er'a 8J11dl ... 

cate. It oonoluded 0011"'1" oontract. f'or the whole cate-

8fR7" appeued before lab_ oOUPts" and 41ae!'pl1ned _bera.1'll 

l'11l1atth_. op. olt ... 95-99_ 

Funotionari •• bad apee!al rul.. an4 w.re 41pe.t17 0"­
trol1ed by the P.aeiat part7" while other oa'.prie. 11lelu41q 

the arws.d tOP .. a, ..,.e not allowd to ba .. 87adleate.. All 

the dire.tora an4ottlo1a18 0/811 the .,..10&'.. were t ••• l.ta 

who.. appobla..nta had to be apPPove4 bf the goyernment and. 

the P ••• la' putt,._ In theoPJ, the capital and labOJ" .7Ddlcat •• ~ 

"e" ftppo ••• to be repre.entatlft •• _Htatiou which el •• t.d 
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tbet. own offi.era and goftmlD1 eounol1a. But aa _ • 

.-att0De4 betore all such electloaa were aubje.t to tbe will 

of the Iftnleter ot Coppo:ratlona. There wa. 1'1'0 autotl.OJ.ftOU .­

lDdependent will or actIon wbataoeyer.1,. 

IftSa1 ... 1Dt .. 01. ,cit., 50-II. 

'.Phe" fta no po.slbl11 t,. or developing anoth.. competlq 

01" nOD-r •• ctat l!11ftdloate even though tbe ten per .ent or mON 

or the worker. might want to aftl11ate wIth thi. competl88 

group because tbe ottlclal .7D4lcate had a moaopoly 11'1 1t. 

tleld. In .... 1Dd1eat.·. oaly thOM orpalaatlon8 whioh met 
\ 

put,. aPJ)JlO_l wepe gI'"Ilnte4 l'ttocgaltloa.1'. ' 

I'1SIb14 ... 11. -
A task of the aJftdlcatea wa. to to.... the patrlott. and 

moral "u08.tlo1'1 ot theIr .-1> •• In &441tlO11 to th.eh- 80 __ 1. 

tUDotlona. 

!be oPillnal plan ft. to haYe .. par.'. eat8gorl •• tor 

capt tal and labor In the .u -jot" t18148, 1ft a441tlon to .. 

lingle .7I'dleate tor prot ••• l0RAI WOPk .... 

'fhe .7l'410&' •• were organtHd III 1916 tnto natIonal 0_­

tederattone .. co .... :rlng blportant g.rouplDp. Late!" th.,. be ... 

the twent,.-two corporatIons tbat p •• thetr name to the 

Corporatl .. State. It requlNd thlPt •• n 1ear8 to caple. 



the CtOI'Porative atrueture atl.J'tiDg w1tb the April 3. 19U 

law and aDding with the 1 •• or "ebl'WlrJ' 14, 1929.1'14 . 

l"'Stelner. 01. cIt •• 109-113. 

The original intentions .aoeOPdlll8 to the 1"0}"&1 480,. .. 

of Ju.11 1, 1926, had been to oreat. It'l .aoh or the aeven 

lea 

.al0 categori •• a corporation which would .a,. .... an llUltl'U'" 

_nt to oOOJ"dlnata the two contedoratlone (aapital and labor) 

1n lrutu.tpY', agp1eul,tU!"e. conneree, 1ftI.a.a4 oOJalrJUnl08:t1ena, 

.. rlt1M and a11" tMn-eport aDel oPed1t, and laauraaoe. 'fhe 

oont.~ratl()n of prot ••• tonal. IlJDdlcat •• vas alone to conatt .... 
'-

tUM a oOJ'pOratlon. So out of thll'teft ctHd'e4erattons ... ere 

to be built ..... en corporatlcma _del" the db •• tlen ot the 

:mintstr,. of 8OPpoPilt1ona.1V, 

1'16Salvea1ftl, 01_ clt., 18-11. 

1'he heu-t ot 1' ••• 1 •• t.. 80clal and eoo .. l0 theOJ',. ._ 

the Ideal of tlmot1onal1a or a. 1t .... c&11e4 b,. the Pas.lata, 

eorporat':yla. It wa_ impos.ible 1'or the oorporat! ... pria.lple 

to anU •• t It •• lt &a aD 1lll4eSlOON.t10 authOStltaPlaa •• ut .... 

o:r.tlc, Cl1.Ulal-teu4al atata. It .a1' ••• ,. ._ .. nu-aa 

autbor1 t7. It.. the logical out .... ot the whet8 .tPtl.~ 

ot faseial dlctatorahlp to be able to ~. the oorporatlYe 14 •• 

1n the ld •• l socle',. ot reaotlO1!l8.pS. •• , the poll" at., •• 
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'fh. constitution promul.gate4 bJ' "brle~. a.tA.nmmzl0 tor the 

01 tJ' 01' 1'1.... in 1919 oould be sa14 to have been a torerlDU'leJ' 

of the Fa.cts, OOJ'POratlve .,..... !he 1dea "as that the 

people were to be oJl'ganla.a on a tuaetlonal pr1Rclple, 

ellPlorera, merohant. I and 'IJOPke ... s were to work together tor­

the development ot production and all pos81bl11\7 of' ola.s 

war ... to be elimine. ted. Th18 14.a 8 ..... 84 as 8. pa turn but 

mu.aol1Dl onanged It to suit hbneelf'. Under d'Annunslofa 

plan the corpora tiona were autoaomous Wh ...... under Fascls. 

thal" had become "obedient lnatl'uments ot the Stat. no longer 

capable or tJ.n7 independ$nt tmpul ••• • l '. 

l'T'Ebena<k1J'l, o~. 01 t. # 13'7. 

!ba.. ~lQ&l-corporatlye associations "1". the OOPner­

atone or the Faa.lat state. !!wJ ~ In •• parable h'om the 

regime beoa ... they ldentlf'le4 1t, dltrePentlated It an4 

d18tl:agultl'be(l 1 t tpOll all the oth.... !be totalt tar Ian Idea 

wa. that pollttes and .00Ji0ld ........ t_parable. So the 

carporatl .. state was brlet17 detined •• tbe instltutlonal 

4e.10. tor 1'e,b:tentlng and controoll1ng the agen.lell 01' natIonal 

produot!on. 'fhe basic _ohant_ .of the Corporatl.e State ... 

the.yet .. 01' Corpor.tl~e. !he •• co~poratlon •• ep. not 

oreated unt11 1934-5. The,. had 11ttle etteot on the eoonomic 

poilcies Whioh took torm 1m ear11er f8AJ"a and had little 

. aotual eon •• t with ItalIa.n eoonomlc Itte. "emust :reaember 

that: 
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A eorporatloa, 18 the ltal1aa •• n •• , 1. not 0 ••• 001-
atlOll, It 1. a oo\U'tOl1, or ooadttee tn whioh the 
I'epp ••• ntatly •• of" the v&rlou groupe both or wekePB 
and ampla,..r. in a &1".1'1 ONlloh or actlvl't7 collaborat. 
1ft order to devl.. the ......... ,. wganlsation aB4 
e.tablish the suitable eDna! t10na or production d81l!l8A4e4 
b7 the national ecOl'lOml. Th ... corporatlcma w1ll ,. 
fNt .... ci aeoor41llg to t .. o fundament .. l ob Jectlve., A. 
expre •• 101l. ot natlODal .. 11-..1t7, and •• a mean. to 
de.elop"'Pl'loduetlon. Vuclat a7D41ea11slD acoep'... 'tn. 
aonoe,' or GaPlta1, Dot •• an 81_nt to be .uppr ..... , 
but to be heed and dev.loped •• 1..,., 

l"Matth •••• qR- clt., 9'. 

The F ••• iata tJ-led to convince the .... ker that he .. 

helping history, Where •• previO\Ully the Soclalists"bad .,.­

v!noed them to ••• k olll,. _t81'1&1 bene1'1b, now be\w.8 to 

gIve up all theee material benefita a. hIgher wagos, the :rIsh" 

to strike, for api!"! tual v1rtuea or Faae18m. In general. 

the workers did not agr •• with them. 30 Mus8011nl had 110 

choice but to ellminat& the ualons. '.rhla poll07 waa uri •• 

at atter pa1nful floundering beoause MuasollDi know nothlDg 

abo'llt aconemic. and had no economic pollC7. 

On Maroh 90. 1930 a decpee brought lnto exlstanoe tbe 

.atlonal Oorpo~atlve Council to replaoe the Ohamber of 

Deputiea .1'11 It was to function aa .. P •• clat oeon_le lec1a-

178Por text ot the la ..... e Mtta8011Dl. The Corer. to State, 
98 ... 104. 

lature wIth power. onl,. to advl •• and ... _encl. The teaa.al 

A ••• mbl,. ot tho Jlatloaal COJ"poratlY. (Jouaoll hoom 1930 to 
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IBM lulude4 apPl'exlJllatel,l" ..... 1".. aJllOD8 wh_ .. re 

,.,... •• _t1 ..... h._.oll cd the thu..D national oODl •• r­

atl_. the Paaclet Party. and other &pilot.... Ita .. otla,s # 

u4.. the pre.14ea.,. or .u •• ol1al lliae1f. wero tor..l 1a 

ebaraoter. 'lbe PlIPl'>O" of tbe .atlnee •• to heap expo.l­

tl0.8 or 800l1om1o po11e7 OIl the ~t ot the Be .. ot the 

GO'fe'F1l1lMtt1t.. The _In tunctl_ or the a.lenoe .... to l1e'e •• 

t:treat POIIlP and .0remeR7 att .... ct Vi ...... tlnga btlt the .. 

"1'. ftO appareDt r.a.one top th_ ex .. ,t to prepare the 

Italian people tor the abolItion ot tbe Cbaaber ot Deputl •• 

ud to giV8 expp ••• loa to the -'lIt1 of ltellaD seem.,..l'. 

l'1tStel ner,. !!!.t~. It 111-120. 

1.'he Centh.l Oorpora'. OOllldttee _ •• _11 boq or 

:fIfty ..,..... It eould be ... lled • .._1. 0_1 tt.. tor 

the laPp ..... 1,..180 It oODta1u4 th .... t lapo .. '" 

l8Owil1i_ W.lk. :r.aclt' .9-10 PoIlU. 'To-'l. 

41pl tari.. ot the regbe 1n th...,.a.to tle14: all tbe 
I 

mlldater. and the more laportet UJl\ter ........ tau-l •• ' ~ 

•• C!'8tar,- and ... loe .... c .. ,tU'l.. of th. 1' ••• 10' Part7 J the 

ohl.t ott 1 ... In suob Fa.ela' lutltutl ... a. the »Opel.yaro 

and the latloa1 Aa.oclatlOft ot Ooaibataat., the pr •• Ide.ub 



of the tweatr-two oates0P70orpopatlona.181 !he Central 

18ltb.. tweat,.""two ea'-col?' .~tloB. &H a. tollowat 
Itcht oorpofttlona tor 0701 ••• f pro4uotlon .. In •• bag 
acrlcultut-e.. tnduat.,- aM ..... roe. 1 •. Corpopat101l or 
Oereale, 2. Corpon.tl.ot J'ru1t. Ve,e.bl •• , PIOW,1"8) 
.a. Oorporatlon ot Vltteult_e an4 111118' 4. Corporation 
ot Sugar .... beet and Suga:r, I. CorporatlCD ot Edible 011, 
f. CorporatIon of Li ........ took and Plabep18a, .,. Corpoft­
tlOft ot Pore.trJ. LUlIIber IIU'l4 •• 04, 8. Oorporatloa or 
Yextl1... . 
.Ilpt 6oJ'l)Or&tl0ll8 tOJ' qol •• or produotl_ ellbh'lDa 
1 __ t1'7 aM. ~"I 9. Corporal!oa of .etal .... 
,,1aeerirc, 10. Corporatloa ot Chealoa1 TN4ea, 11. 
Corporation ot OlothS .. 'fN.4 ••• 18. C ...... t!oa 01 
Prlnttaa. Publlshl ... _4 lap .. , U. Corporatloa or 
Bulld11la 'bade. &D4 Hoeas..a. 14. CVPOH.tI.OD of Water. 
Gas &D4 Xl •• trl01'7' 1&. Corporats.oa of M1a1Ds aDd. 
~, 16. 0..,0"'1_ .1 tIla •• - ...... aad rott.,.. 
au _cwpora.tloa.oowrlas oenpatl_ pro4uott.w of 
..... 1 .... I'. ~tl_ ot the APt_ •• Prot •• sl __ 
oOllp1'labs tev ... tl ... , lep1 prot •• Sl0M, MUoal 
ppot •• alou. teohalea1 "o' ••• tl08l, the ana J 11. 
Corpora' loa ot ,IDlUl4 'fN.tlapor'., oeapr18tra, t ... 
... tloa8' N,11...,.a, --7* _4 1D1and "YIp'lcm, 
tranapop'. b7 motor J tnf'tl0 &ut11arl •• J ...... 1_-
tl_ "7 tel.phOM ... 410 'elephoDJ' ...... ble, 1t. 
Oorporatlon of Sea aad Atr '.t'ft.aapopt., 80 .. CorpoNtlO1l 
ot Botel .Indu8U7J 21. COJIIPon'loa of C~l' aa4 In­
.uran .. , oomprl.ing tl:IPee ... tl0M' 'baaka, _"lDS­
buD ... publl. lutltutl_, 1 ....... ' 18. Co .... 
pontloa .t Ba'ertalamenta .. 

• uaaolbll, '!'h. C!lP!NW State, 111-114. 

Corporat! ... e 00..1tteo held a po.ltloD 1ft tbe .000oP&tl .... 

12'1 

• tpuo, .. aWlu to that ot the ,. ... 01.' _04 CounCil lit the 

polltloo-... stlbt1onal s,"o1nl". A~t halt or tbe latter's 

JDfJIIber. _" al •• __ bers ot the CentNl. C .... poratl .... O .. ltt ••• 

l>t.ou •• loa_ 1D the Central a_po"-tl.... c..l tt.e produeed the ~ 

La. ot COJ7Ol'&tlon. In 19M. Att ... that ,.... It waa the moat 

.. otl ... 8 of .. 11 the organa 1D. the oorpora,s..... 871tea. It 
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.ta ...... probl... ot ecouoa1e polio, ... 4 .xaa!ae4 pro , •• 'a 

ta _tan. In It. .etbtge 1. 1918 It dleeua.ed the r.orgaD­

... tlon ot the merohant marl .. and In III? regulatlona top tb. 

OODtrol ot the .uDltlona and obeadoal IDduatrl... lua8011ftl 

p,...14.... 'Wher... the ,eneral ..... 17 of the •• ttonal 

COPpor.tl ... COUll.ll .... tt.D4e41a the altON ot the ' ••• lat 

ml11t1&. ".ponded to the Puols' a.lute, heard .s.albl t • 

a1*tch, and fttvned home. the C.D.a1 G~ .. tlve O_lttee ft. a working body wbloh .blaine4 ...... ,. tn tbel. 4taou-

810n and adopte4.p •• olutlcma Whioh ...... 1do. dl.regarded. 

!be 81111a., of Cepor.tl.a M.... the _t oonor.te 

-.nit •• tattOD ot the oorporate .tat.. III It were o ... ll .... t •• 
'. 

the adBdnl.tratl.e agenet •• of ...... 1· ... 1" •• onoat •• ttalra. 

The "atloul C.poratl •• CollD811 •• atMolted. to thl •• tatat,.,._ 

The nat • ..,. of Corporation ••• orp.a1n4 &r'o1Ul4 1'1 .. ·p_ral 

4i.Hctl ... • aact -twa ott1 ... •· whleh .... to.....e4 atOftS ...,au-

oratl. lUes. Tbe ........ 1 eU .... tl ... _ ... t the Clenera1 

D11'"$8tl.8 .t r.,. ••• el, In.vaDOe aM Bllp1.,..., whIch aupet-­

.lsed the 8 .. 1a1 ~.. pro..... &ad •• BDla'" tbe ottl01al 

.ap1.,..., qe •• l.a, tM OeM"1 Dire.tl .... to., Labo .. Whloh 

combl.ed wl~ the secretariat to. .. the Corporatlone .... oa-

C8l"l'l8d with the welfare o.f labor, the Geften1, DtHotl ... ., 

Protes81oaal A •• octat1oDa .. lnt.Hawt. 1ft tUreot1q prot ..... 

810Da.1 u4 _t 'WOl"ker., tbe G.eral DlrMtl .... of In4wttrJ' 

whioh npe .... 1..ed eoonoml. attalra of la~at to 1D4uu, J ... 

the Qell.ral D1reot1 •• ot Asr10111n.e whlob cathe .. ed pe .. t1neat 
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.... tor ... ioultve.1se the two otti ...... re: The Oft!_ 

,111'1'1811u1. !P- olt_. 11'7 ... 11 •• 

tor Stud!.s and Re •• aroh whiob empl0,e4 man7 tt.e' pank eoo­

_10 experh and _lntalBed • larp acal.e publ!eatt_ pro­

pt .. and tbe Leglelatt •• Ottl" 1Ibteh etudied the trend of 

•• on_le legl.latloR In '0"1·18 oouatrl •• and prepared. the 

les181atl" proPNala and 4 ...... spea.ored b,. the Mlnlatr,.. 

The personnel ot the Klnlatr7 of Corporation. comprlsed 

the be.t talent 1n 1tal7_ It •• .....a tu11 reaponaibillty tor 

the routtu aupeI"Yi8iolt of .00lloa18 .t.tal... The FPo.. ot 

the 1l1a1 • .,. wa. to oOJlbhe all the pJl'eCblotl •• &o,tl .. 1t1 •• 

or the _'1011 tmder oue 1I1r11av,. f.D 0"'7 to slve th .. lDlltJ 

of a •• l88 

lea Ib1~., 1ft, steiner, !Ibelt}. 121-188. 

The , ..... IDola1 oounel1. operated 08: the provinCial le .. el 

a. tbe .. tlonal orpua elld OIl the .. tl_1 1 • .,..1. !'he •• 

oOlUlol1a, OPsan1 •• d 1ft 198e" ,....e .a11e4 ppovlDolal lowa.ll. 

of COPporatlft 1I00D01lJ".lS4 The proylaG1al preteo~ 'ft_ the 

184kl .. .s..l, if elt •• 101, B7 the ..... of 4'\'1!le 18. 1981. 
the., ..... ' c 1a 50't'1.01&1 Corporat1 •• Couaella" and. bJ' • 
cI ..... of .11 88. 198'1. the,. were .... 4 Provinoial ~ 
00Ull.411a of COI"pOratl0 ••.• 

pre.lden\ ot • prcrrinolal coaol1 Whloh 1JIclu4e4 "pp •• entatl ... 



of the tmportant aJ1",l41eal and. Pa1't7 or ... 1n the prOY1nM. 

!he pwpo.. of the pt'"oYillolal eOUD.,il. ._ to ooor41Mt • 
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.. __ 1 ••• tlv1 tl •• and adj.a' dUterea... of a looal 0 .... -

w.. In •• tu.a1 pftO t 1 •• , ho ........ etlqa WN lnt:req_l'lt 

... tbe ocnmolla ft .. talc_ .• "'1" ~7 the proY1Bolal Inte .... 

8J'lC11cal e.oma1ttM_ of the P ... ls' '-t7. The pri. tlx1ng 

powers we" trana.rel"'Hd tr .. the provtnolal tnterqBdloa1 

... ltte •• to the ,.0.,11101&1 oOlmOl1s of oorpoPatlona .. 1• 

leapt.ltl, ft- olt., 1a9. 
~~ --~--.--------.~---.. 

'lb. ppovlno1&l ottl ••• of a .. pont •• 0ObOll1' •• ubje.t to , 
tbe oon~ and .uper.laloa of V1elfl1'1let17 ot OorpopatlOft.., 

0011 •• te4 data ..... ralD& the previn.tal .conomy and super­

.1 •• 4 the recl.tratlon of .oonomi ••• tab118bmenta. 

!'he hl"8aftent O_lt," to. Prl .. a_trol, All f.aaportant 

part.,. orsu •• - MDftned with priM ... net tOftft1l.t~, With 

the .pppoft! ot the •• cretaJ7 of' the put,., the eo_.ml. 

poll.,. of the par'" whleh mvol.ed the I ..... ot nl •• to 

be ........ " 1D thedft,ftlng ot collect1ve labor contn .. ... 

in the con.iliatlon aa4 .. ttl .... t o~ d1e,., •• ,-tw ... capt tal 

ana laboJ-. Thf. ..... k -. done 1. the pPOvtnoea b7 the PJ-o­

ybo1al ra'''JIldlcal 0.,.lt .... 1• 

ISlst.ta... a. 01 t., 1ft.1 ••• 

Th. ObaPtep of Labour 01' the -neelaratloa of tbe Bight. 
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a4 Dutl.. or the l'ro4'tloeS'w .a,.eolabled on Ap1-iI 21, 19m ~ . , 

b7 the tJran4 COUlle1l or '.s.1_.UW the. still ..,...1,. a 

l8'7h.asOll111. !he Core"'" 8te,e, 65. 

prl vat. GOUDell or the papt,.. It .a. not a law In the tor.al 

•• lUI8, 'but a law or n.o .... 11, 1188, save the p .. eraent 

the pow.. to _k. pul.. ha.1n& the to... or law t.,.,. tbe coa­

plat. tultll2aent ot tM Cb.apte:..-. AlrM47 on Jull .~ 1918, 

the Court .r Ou .. t1on bad 4 •• 14ed tba t thoe, part_ 01' the 

Charter ..,hleb had not '18t pa .... throup the tOl'lal pro"aa 

ot 1 ... , .ere ne .. e .. tMl... priDe1pl.. whleh, w1Mplred by t_ 
\ 

moat Dobl. 01"1 \eplon ot raising the JIIOf1l1 and. _t •• lal 1 ••• 1 

ot the _t _"US ola..... could. not tall to awel.e 

their action on the Intepppetatlon or the 1 ••• already exletent, 

r.latlng lh .. to the pt'lnolpl •• eJRJ.llep&te4 •• 188 

188P1Der f u- 01 t_, 501. 

The _01. aplr1 t of the Chvter 01 Labour •• aupw-

1101a117 replatect capltalt .. with pplftt. proper", .a i'­

fUndamental baaia. !he Int'Pesta ftP. al1bjecte4 to the pven­

MDt.. '!'he 10'Nrament .... aupr.... ud 1Jl the l1UIe ot the _1-
tare ot .nhlns generationa <ii4 _.ot .ettloe8. 1'he Chart •• 

pl111lp4 lato loq sen.rall_tiona .epPdlag the relation.hlp 

ot indlviduale to aocle'7_ It •• 141 lD .. '101e., "Work la 
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.. 8001al .*7 8..6 01111' b_ ..... of thia It OaM UDder the .011-

'tPol ot the ltata .. • • .-1. In . aPt 101.. '1 aD4 t Is the 

lDtI1l88011Dl, !'be, C!J70fth atate, 68 • 

•••• Boe ot the eooaomlc theQPJ' of the Charte,.. Article , 

.tateat 

the Oorporatl •• State oo •• lara prlYate laltlatlft 1a 
the fl.14 01' pr04wttl_ a. the .. at \ .ttl .... lad a. 
lIoat uaetul l"st..-nt 1u the tate ••• t ot the _tioa. 
51ft" the pJli .. te o.-... I .. tlO1'1 ot pr04llotlon Is a 
tUftOtlOD of l1a t1 0M1 ooaoea, the organizer of t_. 
tnterpJl'l •• Is .. aponalbla to the atat. top the direo­
tloa ot produot1... the ••• I". •• lt7 ot rllbt.8 .. 
dUtl •• _rt... trOll the 001100 .. t1oa 01: tbe ~ ... 
tlve t...... !be .-.plC'f7ed.,. ... ttl .. '"biola" 
aal&Pl.a or _lUll .. Dr Ie &Il .. '1 .... 60110.-.'" 
1l'l the .00aOlll0 8at.Ppl .. , the ct~.tlOD ot whIch 
_1-.. to tM wap1078. and who bM.P. the •• apeel­
bl11t,r thep .. , • • • • 

Artlele 9 addedl 

!be tatePgentlon ot the State 1 •• oono.l0 produetlon 
00 ...... 0D17 -.11 pi .. ,. laltlatl ... Ie laoklftS OJ" Ie 
IB811.tt181eat, or When the po11tloal Iftt ..... ,a ot the 
State' aft 1 ••• 1.... auoh 1RterRatlO1l _,. ...... the 
toa rIoGOftt"! ••• o01lPag_" aDd 4,,"0' manap­
.... t. 

19Oxu •• ollDl. ftie· OOD0I'&'- St._, .,. 

Great OOft,"",.ral •• ha •• ..,.1 •• n about the .. ailIng pla ... _ 

the term. 8 m tne lat.hate of the _tl_. It aDd • t'cmotlon 01' 

aatlonal ..... rD.· 

Ia p ... tl.. the tbeOJ'7 01' 1&&111. tam baa be .. tollowe4. ~ 

..,10781" t •• ssoolatlona aad b'acte 81 .. bay. loat theu .r. ..... 
do.. APtf.l. a atate. that. 
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8y.ad1cal .~ pro~ ••• loa ~l.atl~D 18 free. Bu~ only 
the I-rIll' .... I ... aJ1l41 .. te, "'j •• te4 to the 
•• a-. of \he 8tate, baa the rlpt to r>ePl"t-!nt legall, 
all the o.tegorr of ..,loyer. and ..,10184. w 

l111lus801W. ~. G91ROlate Stab. IS. 

It bee... a .. 1M \0 at ... a stpike or a lookout •• 

the7 decre.sed. Npld1J'. !be , ••• t.t (lev ..... nt cOJlSN.tula ted 

It .. l.t _ tht. de....... It _. jab11 .. , .... 1' the technl ... l 

adftDtag. t. ,ro4uotlODot ,.e4u0e4 IntU'ru.ptlona of .ork bat 

It .ou14 Dot.,..,. tbat the »Jr ...... of 01 ... 8 41.tfel'en ... pe .... 

• t'~4. Po ... tJ'l~d "'1' Oy_t a.t. but not 0"'. the 

_.te of Bd.ad or the ju..t1tlcatlon ot tho.. &ote.. '. 

!'he ra. ed file bed 110 ett .. t1 ... 1"1cbt.a ot ele.tioD 

aad centpel ot their ..... tarl •• and ottiolale. !be hiep­

eet.al. that 1 •• 4totatorlal _tb04 1a tne a •• ootat1ona ..... 

'atlnlte1,. tapoae4 artd kept 1D •• ta'e.8 b,. the P •• ol.' , .. .,..191 

191~., lOS-eo? 

In cemolulon, the Chapt .. of Ls'boup 1. -1'817 & .oll_.tloa 

ot abatra., prlncl,l •• , .qul~ .. l ,..poaltIOBs, laudable ID-

tentlona, aa4 "-incl ........ . 

'lhell _ Ootober I. <~9Ia. Fulacol. the _Ntv)' feDeral 

ot the If .... I.' par.,.. 0&11.4 togetbelt tlUt bead. of riYal 

OOId' .... ratlO1l ... paot ... 1 .... Im_ ... tb.< r •• , or V14_1 

Palac.. lfhlapaet lald the foun4&tlon tor labor 11,181at1011 
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.. the -.ro .oat ..... ,!_ ••• oplM4 .... b oth.. .a the 

oN'lo1&1 and aclulft "pre_tatl .. , the one of labor, tM 

other of' luau.t.,.. ~e7 had agftHt4 that 

All CODt •• C'" be ..... ta .... tl"1all.1:. arut labOP 1 .. ..,.. 
muat '" made between dependeDt orgaals.tl0b8 ot the 
Confederation ot 1_ ... ..,. aec! tho •• cl.epenteat On the 
Conteclera tion ot 0027 __ tlO11... eoaaequeDtl;y, 1.te._l 
oo.Jl •• 1_. 1ft the t .. __ l .. .. abe11 ... u4 their 
t'lmotlona de"!" 'Q'POJl the local 8J1l41oate., Which 11111 
uerel .. ~ .. 081,18 .... otl_ .1th tM eoPNapcm4eat 
lrutu.atl"1al or,an1u.tl ••• 19. 

IIlS.nnel"', !I_ o&t., ITY, Sal..atftl, '!t olt., 15-16. 

!bla as:re."l'lt •• 1.pl1 •• d 'OJ' • JloJa1 aeoPef uul \ho",­

b7 1'".00gn1.e4 lepll,. the oolle.tl ••• _tNots .v .. betrO" 

the .,-Mi.atea th. .... l ... bad be" "oopl ••••. '!'he peo ... l-

tlOD or 0011eotl.8 ... trao's Barked the begl»nlag 01 the 

breakdown ot 1Dd.l-.1duall_ tOJ! i' w_ 'but .. _n • tap hOIl 

the regulatlon or labop conditione bJ' \he _tlemal .,...1 __ 

or the ..... 1.' part,. to outright gove~ntal GOnb.l. 

A 1 ... r4 ApJtll I. 1926 ent1tle4 -!be Legal Duolpll_ 

or Coll.ctt .... Labol" Relat1cm.- b ...... abloat the equl .... 1 .. t 

of .. new eonatltutton top the F ... lat Stat..19• 57 It the 

19"For tbe text ot the law... ".ollrd. Faa.I_. I>ootr1!!tp 
and. Iaatltutlona. " .... 

p ... latap.10&' .. and the Ooate4watloaa ... 4 their 0011eotl •• 

contra.ts .... legalI,. .. ooplsed, ooapul...,. lab .. btlbuna1. 
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..... ,.bllsh.d., and .~1_. a1'14 loek9uu .. pe prohibIted. 

The legal .nt ....... nt ot tbe oontraeta wa. guaruteea. In 

such contJeaota all .opk .... and. employers or • given catepl7 

... re Included Whether OJ' not the,. were ... _ra of the 8J'1l41-

oat ••• 198 But worke ... _ .. not "equatel,. repre •• nt .. 1)7 

19IIbI4•• 77, art.. 5. -
their aJD410al delep tea be ..... they b&4 to be goo4 t ... lst. 

tl •• t and labos- .. lapt.. ...... It wa. an bportaat f'lao-

tlon of the '.aolat State to ..-plate \he "l.tl._ b ...... 

aplo,. •• and Rlpl~, _ prevent att-llre. and 10~ttt. aDd 

to give IlUtfl01ent 1'&,. to worlr&ra to' keep them .atl~l". 

On the other hand capital hait to be OOlll.peDa.ted 80 It would 

oontlmae operating. .'1'he atate through Its 'VU'loWl &pnol •• 

and labor oOUl"te.a.late4 COftcl11&tlCJl between Iabop &Jld 

capital. It the,. peru.ed, the pellal 1 ...... utili .... 

'!'h. reoogalse4 Q'1'141catea aad. oonf'ed.era tiona ot8)'1141 .. te. 

spoke in the name of all pepsona, Hlpl.,.... and .mplo,..... 1. 

their p.apectlve eategort... The oollectlve labo. contra., 

waa the Iutrument through whIch ... pi tal and labol' _" ,. 

adjust their ditt.renee.. In actual pn;ott.. the Wftllll ot 

the contra., bad. to asr" tn d.tal1 with the u.tloaal go'ftrD­

ment'. IWO ..... 19• 

198,le14. U, c~ ... , 100-101. 
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So the etaw atltloU7 ..,."1 .. 4 ~ll tne terma or tbe 

O.tNoU and how the,. .... eat..... ftIa tena or. p&l.IItteu-

1ar •• tract •• ,. •• !IBM b,. the .r ... l.t Put., tbPou!'h It. 

aplloJ' oalled the aaval fltl .. Coatrol COJlml tt.. tbat ft. 
-.11'1t .. l •• 4 1n 8.ob prO'91rt .. UD4er thee_trol ot the Pe4.al 

Secret&P1. 

In ."er7 ooatrao' the Fa •• lat pa~t7 drew up the oOJl\lPle'­

OO1ltN.o' .nd a"nltted It 107 tbe .... ptan_ and t--.1 

e!ptag b,. 'both aOfttnetina partl ••• 19'1 '!'he.. oontn.ot. "" 

19'1h.aol1al. F ••• l!!_ no.trt •• aDd IU,ltutl •• , IM-l40 .. 

" or two genenl t7P8e. 'fhe tl.et, •• the tJ'pe contra.t • 

• '11-oh &II Ita DAM tapll.d, was "P7 ...... 1 "lth prlaolple. 

applicable 1ft ooaonte slt;utlou. 7h ••• cODd. tJ'pe, .a ... 

JIlOre tftqu •• tl,. the oa •• , wa. a apeaUte oODtnot tor • 

puotloltlar ta4u8tr7 .. __ ... oh of 1a4uat17 and. IDol11l1Atcl all 

the J'd.JIu.t. ..tal1e .1. 

liSp1al .. , ~I. ol~., lOB-lOY. 

In th ••• 00lltraot8, proylalona .. re __ tor (1) tOJlM 

and 'erma ot ampl.,.Dt,. 1!loludlng all ,"11l1118 pePlod •• (I) 

terma an4 ua41tl0D8 or .isobarp, auepeuloaa,. and y.rloua 

4egra .. 01" puale"1'lt to whloh an 811P10,.. ..... to b. 8llbj •• ted, ~ 

(3) the houre and oODttltloaa or labor, 1D.elude4 ooapeaaatlO1l 

rop o •• rtlae, amrual vac. tlon. and r •• t -7e J (.) th.e age 
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... 1 •• _ .. tl.84 .. 1 th a -1'7 detailed. clMelptlon t. e ... ". 

t,-,. ot 'WOrk perrOftlft4. with P'Oytalon top waae 1ft ....... 01' 

.... 1-••••• aocoJl'd1nato a "en.a1 plan, aD4 tl) the asenot •• 

tor •• ttltus 1n41vldaal OP 0011 •• tly. eeatrovePal •• were yapi­

ous. '!be agenol •• of Q1ld!-.1 arbltration, or conciliation 

thPough the MlnlatJ7 ot O ......... tlon., .. a4ju41.atl08 bJ' 

lab •• ccru.rta Dr. the.e ._s1l1ted. 4epea41aa Whether It ._ ta) 

tM Inte:'PpPetatlcm ot otaltptlona ,autel' the eona.ot or (b) 

Ceman4a for .. l'ey1s1on ot Ita 'erma.1" 

1"1'ltlI11 .. 1. 9- cit., 4'-1\9, I'la14, .Pt olt.,- 108. 

'-
Th. co.ntraot ••• re Mde uuall'T tft a period of ou or 

two ,.ear8 but coul .. be "pla •• " &DJ' t1M by MSOtlat!Ob of the 

partl.. eonGemeet Oft 'bJ' a PtI.l1ag .r the gO'Ml'l'IIDent. Mo.' 
oOlltftote .... tOlDld OD the prod.tal 1 ... 1 and -1 tblea 

tb_,. e.ten4e4 be70nd ppovlBelal bOUJldaJtl.. tor tho .. 1n4uatrl •• 

tba t weDt beyond tho.. bOtrUlduol ••• 

The labOJI o_tne' .... a nat _It 1Il eorpoJ'atl ... tate 

althoqb U- ~. and the o_dltl_ adU' wblob It ... 

olltoreed Wei'. not a1 .. ,.. 1D .."._ ••• _ t'h01lM.D4. of co.vao'. 

_re 1ft .ft.c'. POP tbe oorpopatlft _tate to ut.t 1t would 

bay. to Nplat. oapltal-labor Hlatt... 80 the ooll.ott .... 

CODtract .. the Ideal tn ..... nt .. dO tbl •• 

!he ... elata d14 not lDftDt the •• U.ott .. Iabop oODtrao'.t~ 

but the" probab17 bPOUSh' 1'. lo .... tl_ \1.IlCleP more _tr •• tt •• 
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publ! .... trol than .1.....,. ... -

lOOaaly_lrd. 01'. el!:." ,71-3'711 Piner., olh ol~., 98-103. 

'fb.e •• ttl .. ent of dlaputea .... 'M.t.. tD the law oowta. 

lfbe atxt •• n oowta ot appeal .e t.. •. labor oO'QPte 1ft •• 11 ..... 

t1 va dlapu tea" Thre. pror ••• t_al Jt1.CIs.. &Dd two expept. 

_de 11p the .peetal _tl_ 1a each court ot appeal, 'II11e 

paael wa. appoint.. tor a rear .fItOll ..... pl'"opo .. 4 'b., the 

looal .ooaoa1o c08011. 'l:'he ex,.... Wft'e cho •• n fltoa •• te •• ' 

aDd •• :rker.' .... oola'lou. The., bad to be at 1.a.t ' •• l'lt7 ... 

tift 1 ........... ad ot 1n'ePl"_obable::.,nl uti political 
, 

ocmduot. !'he,' had. to po ....... unl .. _"1", 4.pee or Ita 

eqv.l.alent. c •••• oou14 .. ~t , • .t .. e the eovb ODly '" 
801 lepll., r .. opt.act " •• oolatlou .... agaln.tnoh ••• 001.Uon •• 

201pl'181101,, g"l olt~1. 78-81; .1'_ the text ot the 1 •• _ 
.... l!Dl~ B!a!ola. uoctJtW •• 04 Il!tlhtl!1!, 115-188. 

It a group bal0np4 to a Pecle1"atloa, a., ..... tloa. or Ce-

peratic. the. ao •• tloa wa. takel'l uatll o ... lllat! ..... 

tl •• t attft&pWeJ." When J\1dpeDt •• ,. .... It applted to all 

member. .t tbe a •• ool.tlo ... ad to all wop-... and ..,lo,.r. 

Who we,.e DOt ......... 'but woned In t.ha' ladu.atIT aDd. -_ree ~OI 

108'1.14, a. olt" 180.-111. 

If the a.tton related to exlat1nc •• tracts. the O1'dlftU'7 

Juri.prudence applied. It the ...... ,. aro.e out ot -.Itt,. 
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... contracta. the oourt ,~ _ the lIa1t •• of .qult}" bd 

aubl •• tea all tnt8r •• t. to the -hlp. tnt ..... ,. of produo­

tloa. • !be Court d1d 1 t. .at .1 th t~ atatut.. aval1able 

1rb.loh the,. obta1M4 t'POII tha Jllldatr7 of Oerporatlona to 

13t 

.. ttl. tbe 4iap_. 80th al •• UlJ\l&l17 deMnde4 40ub1. what 

~7 n.peotect aad the Covt a.e.d to dl .. 14. tbe dlttera._ 

"tween th ... 

!'her. .a. DO judl.tel lB4apeadeftG. of judge.. \'he,. 

... r. lib all .the,. Clyl1 Mr .... ta and could be • .."..4 1t 

the,. a.~ \1lI1"a't'orab17 to the ao'VeI'lDlCtB". pet1107. A r.~-

.entat! .. or the go .... ~t had to be preHat when ....... . 

called. Se ft. to be gl ... an opper'.lt7 to sly. the ..... h ... 

" MIlt's polat of .1ew. X. J~Jlt .r the .... s Sl ••• _til 

thia repreae1'ltatlYe had _ll •• re4 .. op1a1OJl. !'he .erl_ 

probl... wen 41.0u.s'" t1 .. t b7 the ,. •• lat Ortlclal_ at 

the head of the ... o.,latl.-. !hen. 11' _ctl11 BOt .. tt1e4. tbeD 

the ottl0 •• of Mlalatft7 ot Corpontloaa. the· I.ape.tora of 

CorporatlODs. or the ,,"-;t •• ta ..... oal1e4 la.803 

801 SchDela.r, 0.1_ 01 t., lSS-lSl. 

In the 1DcIlv1dual dl.pute. the plalDtttt had to Dotl". 

the asaoot.tlcm COBoe ... " tbat he ... abo.' to take aotl ... 

lbpert 1a,... were Dot Inoluded et... • 4eman4 •• _de tor 

the. at OIl... 'l'he most Hrlous clefeeta ot the Court .... 

that the ppooedure ft. quite oomplloated. ad the Court. ha4 

ao man,. oa... that the,. .ere tar behlnd 1. their work. I:a 
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the ta.t pI ..... the WOl"ke!- did _ot a1?&7' bow the 1.... He 

oould ... k tOJ! aid fltoa the Dopol • ...., and. tbe PartJ', 1t he 

_1'0 a .... r. and the 'traM V.i_ ,.,.._ •• oret&r7. Thi ••• 

Dot .n.ov .... and orten .... _" voultl. for him. He, 

uu8.11,., bad. to make h1. capl.lB.' to M .. oftl people who we .. 

DOt 81 •• t04 b7 hta ItOP .. 0ll14 .upport h1e •• e. JIan7 of the •• 

41apllt .. never came bet__ the eovts. 

!hen, too, the e1RPlqer would. be able to artord. b.tt.r 

1.p1 ... t.tan .. thau the wornr. !heN ... alwa,.8 the .OD­

.tant feu of 41 .. 1 ... 1 u4 ot .... -7' that -.107e ... c01lld 

pt re'Ml'lp. So, a. to ppoteot1uI th4l nrken· riCh'S \he 

ettopt. "1'0 uaual1,. .apr and JDUohaore .hould ~ .. "'a. 

elone to.,. tbe worker. Bot 

S!04p161d t 01, cit •• 181, P1D4tr, 'J!, 81:\_, &10, aun.l"-. 
!I_ 01t., III. 
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COHLU810Jr 

An ... 1,.,1. of' the ,...1" .tn..... reveal. ,even]. 

.,piklng 81 ... 11ta. The tae' \hat 1t 4 •• 1U'e4 It •• lt asal." 

something .a one e1_nt. It oppoaed the whole .ehlMI7 

ot government and allot the 14 .. 1_ of the d .. cratl •• tat •• 

In theIr pl ..... It a40p"", 04 uae4 the 1d •• or the :natIon ... 

atate. 

F •• el_ eJ8Ploye4 patrlotl0 an4 all1taJtlatl0 virtue. to 

r.,tore Ita1,. to . It. f'0ftIIe1' al0l7- 'lb. tirst 0_leteHt1_ 

was the .u .... 07 of' the etate. The _.pora'. _ totalitarian 

atate bJ'"Oupt tl ...... and auth0Jl1t}' WheN _1 .... aM lib ... 

all_ on .. exlsted.bslMatat108 atulped out .11 oppoalt:loa. 

It •• tablla_" a hleruetq at the .pes ot Whtoh .to04 the 

I •• ".. or the put, and tb. pal'41aa of'· the .tate. It d ••• l.,. 

a IITth or eultval 4 ... 1opMnt whloh had Ita 'baOk~ 1ft the 

lloman bIpeP!a.llat ,",41tlOD., ~ BI ...... at •• JlvlMll:l '. 

tuturl •• , and ltwI.ol1a1 t. own ... , to. 7nth and coat,IIP' tor 

014 age. 

The t •• ola' 1' •• 1'8 Jmtnr. that __ tepa of ideologtea 

IDWtt contJ'ol and .alpulate bat:N4a a ... 11 a. 107&1'1 ••• 

They ala' OOIIt"l .. tl._ 04 preJuctl... 1n order to 41NO' 

the Into pol1tle&117 ll •• tul ehan_la. lfbe 1 ...... SlItt arou •• 

an4 contrel the .8 •• _ wIth hie o .. to..,.. B. aut be eul.oglsed 

and roaatlelse4 a. a 81lperaa. Faa.la'~ .. peae"'" 

ehuJ'ch.e~ oluba .. achoola. and t:ra4e ualoa.. It WOD· ...... the 



poll_ &B4 the any. '!be 1 ..... orgulnd ..... 11 41801])11n" 

paptJ' .1th 100al _lte .u 1 ..... an4oreated, e.v.tpped, 

IU'Id malntalMd .. ~l_t. U'IIJ- !he real backer. ot tu.l .. 

In Ita1,. .epe the lDclh18tr1all.u, the Iv .. landownera, .. ad 

the bank.... }ius.o11ft.!' and the.. tP'OUP. bad CODlI'1OIl hat:reda 

an4 a COJmIOD natloaal • .u. 
\nth an Ideolo&7,. leadenblP. orpnlu.tlon, .f1:u.ae1al 

euppGVt .R~ the .ntbua~.. ot tbe middle .1..... and ... t84 

blter •• ta, olll,. .. obatacl. ,...1 .. 11l theu prope •• to 

power. That .... the aupppe •• 10fl ot oppoeltlO1l. 'ltt18 wa_ 
... e-ompl1.hed b7 ·.q'\ltldPl_,· tbat I., tenorlatloa b,. baa .. 

ItOYSaa tJJ.roagh the .oua~I" or b,. ...... .. ..... tas awl .. 

4ul7 1lpoB .. '"-4. ua:1on hM.4quvter. ... deatroJ'htg :1 t. 

Tbe7 1tld:napped ead. _1tft ... troubl ..... eta, •• t._. laoll 

9101enoe tNq_fttl,. sot out of the oOlltPol ot the l .. de .. a 

the ... l.... llue •• 11111 trl" ,. sto., 1'_ Be h ..... tull,. 

"e.obed ht.Hlt ,... a .. oltt ••• t. of vl.1 ...... he 41d 1Js 
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th ••• t_otl..... 'Ibe- oppoal tloa _ ..... ,..4 or .... lltual17 

drl ... n uad8l"po\1J\d. 

7he next step .... the O1" ... tlOD .f the 41e.t .. _hlp. Ira 

gO ...... I1, ottl __ , eaplOJ'''' weFe "pl ..... b7 par", .JlbeN. 

Thi. n_Me. 1.,.1 par't7 art aDd ....... th_ dlet.torahlp 

or obed1_11... '!'he one part,. .,.te •• _ l .. tall .. tbro. 

local ~ OJ'p.ulntlort.. '.,.t,. Pl"optlpacJa •• then 41 ... te4 

tOWU'd the 'Youth of I tall''' 

'fo b ........ hl •• dlo_torahlp .. at eOflvol Dot oal7 

the polltleal but ale. the eoonoale and ••• 1.1 lite or • 



1'. 
Dat1on.. cro acoMJp11ab thl8, the corporate atate waa .atab­

ll.b.ed. It .a. ba •• 4 OR the &2'gaD1 •• t10.8 or eaollOlltle pooupa 

or aS8001ationa Which eClllp8t.4 top the dlatrfbut10Jl of tbe 

national incom_ with the go~nt holding tbe balaDoe ~ 

power. 8tJ-1kes and loe1teut. hr. banned and the labor .Ye­
ment waa national!.". "a.la proa!B4 to g1" capital .. 

at •• d,. income and to proteot It •• blat labor contl!ot. 

In an editorial 111 Pml •• tXta).~. Appl1 It, 1936" " •• 0-

11111 d.eolared that a 1" •• 0111tl_ which wa. not ...,.14 ,,1a. .a 

DO l'evolutlon at all. Ie wanted. a w.ple1 .. 148 dltfwl10l'l fd 

taaeiat principl.s. Ia 'the.. there ... .. .1aloa ot 11:t., a 

political faith. U4 ... lutloa tc the ,.obl ... peoullar to , 
.11 ".tern .lvl1l •• tloa.10I . 

, 

208Plner, 0,. c1t., 138. 

What .a. 1'.8.1_ 80 pla.lbl.' nut t'PaDlme •• with 

wh10h it taoed \be .tacta of a d:JMa1o ..-14 wbioh •• p.aam, 

through one ot ita .'op hlateloal tnUlttone ... "..,. 

eOD'Y1noing. The d •• eptl ......... of It. outtrard .u ••••• 

undoubtedl7 Influenced man7 aerloue mlad.. people to expert. 

mont with 1t. 

It eaJlftOt be aa16 that raaet .. Sa Ita1, .... a total 

fall1lPe. ....,. publIc works we .. lUldertabn and c01llPletd. 

I~trlal1 .. tlon and prOductIon we.. lnere •• ed. Labop ... 

gl •• n more .. ast.tanc. and IIHur1t7 than eslate4 In aJI7 othel" 



144 

eOtmt.rl... Il11t_a07". re4uoed eoa.1Hrab17. La .. we •• 

eod1tl". OIl the debit • tete • bow ••• , Ital,. suttered 1D 

World .... P II such .111t..,. and e. __ l. ruiD that 1t Will 'be 

.aft1 yea •• be,ton the l"en1ta of "'01_ un be .. &410&\.4. 

So it can b ... 14 that :Mus.ollD! and Fa •• la. s01y84 aothiDe 

and ."..ted nothing but d •• troJltd JllQoh of poeat ftJ.ue to 

olyl11at1oJl. 

'-
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