
James B. South 

Professor  

Department of Philosophy 

Marquette University 

Areas of Specialization: Medieval and Renaissance Philosophy, Stanley Cavell and Ordinary Language 

Philosophy, Aesthetics 

Areas of Concentration: Social and Political Philosophy, Marx, Critical Theory 

Degrees 

B.A., University of South Carolina, 1981 (Ancient Greek and Philosophy)

M.A., University of South Carolina, 1990 (Philosophy)

Ph.D., Duke University, 1995 (Philosophy) 

M.S.,  Alverno College, 2020 (Psychology)

Academic Candidate Program, Michigan Psychoanalytic Institute (Attended 2013 – present)

Academic Experience 

Marquette University, Professor of Philosophy, 2017— 

Marquette University, Associate Professor of Philosophy, 2002—2017 

Marquette University, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, 1995 – 2002 

Duke University, Instructor in Philosophy, 1991– 1994 

Duke University, Talent Identification Program, 1990 – 1995 

Languages 

Strong Reading Knowledge: Ancient Greek, Latin, French, Italian 

Moderate Reading Knowledge: German, Spanish 

Professional Employment and Accomplishments 

Marquette University 

a) Associate Dean for Faculty, Klingler College of Arts and Sciences (September 2013 – June

2020)

Responsible for providing administrative support on all matters pertaining to over 300 full-time and

part-time faculty including professional activities and development; coordinating the College faculty

hiring process and preparation of materials for the Dean’s review and approval; work with the Office of

Institutional Research and Support in development and continual improvement of the Faculty Activity

Database/faculty activity reports along with the preparation of annual faculty review materials for the

Dean’s review; assist Dean with annual review of faculty; provide oversight of the faculty sabbatical

leave process including the preparation of materials for the Dean’s review and approval; oversee the

College’s mid-tenure review process and preparation of materials for the Dean’s review and decision;

supervise the College Promotion and Tenure review process including preparation of materials for the

Dean’s review and decision; direct current Faculty development and mentoring processes and initiate
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new opportunities; coordinate leadership development of tenured faculty within the college; provide 

intentional leadership and assistance for department chairs with respect to University policies and 

procedures by disseminating information, identifying problems, and ensuring adherence to University 

and College strategic goals and objectives; administer the Department Chair review process; oversee 

new faculty orientation; work in cooperation with the Mitchem Fellows Program, Mission and Ministry, 

Faber Center and Center for Teaching and Learning; collaborate with faculty and administrators across 

campus to implement diversity, retention, and inclusion activities; Chair, College Diversity and 

Inclusion Committee; supply managerial oversight of College and University awards (e.g., Way 

Klingler Fellowships, Way Klingler Young Scholar Awards, University Sabbatical Fellowships, Raynor 

and Haggerty Teaching Excellence Awards, Haggerty Research Awards, College Faculty Development 

Awards); work with the office of General Counsel regarding Faculty matters; liaise with Marquette 

Student Government for the College; serve on University task forces focused on non-tenure-track 

faculty, partner/spousal accommodations, new faculty on-boarding and mentoring; and represent the 

College on the Committee on Research. Within College, led processes to revise Promotion and Tenure 

Guidelines for each department and worked with faculty and chairs tor create department specific work-

load documents to ensure equitable and transparent decisions regarding teaching, research, and service.  

b) Director, Center for the Advancement of the Humanities (2017 – August 2020). Tasked by the 

Provost with defining a vision and mission for the Center. In the first year, we created an advisory board 

with members from across the University; developed the infra-structure for the Center; successfully 

raised funds, working with University Advancement, in the first year of the Center’s existence to ensure 

its permanent funding; structured a successful first year with multiple panels, events, and speakers, a 

multi-disciplinary conference; engaged with external stakeholders—community and corporate—in the 

greater Milwaukee area to respond to needs and interests for the Center; and created a six year strategic 

plan with benchmarks for each year; created a well-attended career diversity workshop in the first year 

and made it a Center priority to plan additional events around career diversity for humanities Ph.D. 

students and faculty; developed a model to incentivize grant writing in the humanities; and in accord 

with strategic planning in the second year identified a targeted focus to engage students with 

health/medical humanities through a series of planned events, workshop, and promotion with the hope 

of developing a minor/major/graduate certificate in that area. Also included in these Center duties is 

directing Marquette University Press as it transitions to a new model. In the first year we created a six-

year strategic plan for the Press with benchmarks; worked to develop new and reliable funding streams 

to expand publication profile; enhanced planning for acquisition; and developed mission and vision 

statements. 

 

c) Faculty Goal Steward for the University Strategic Plan goal of “Formation of Minds and 

Hearts” (2014 – 2018) Responsible for revisiting, maintaining, and updating the theme and its goals to 

ensure consistency with new developments at Marquette, as well as developing tactics for the objective 

along with key performance indicators to assess progress towards goals, and designing metrics that 

allow for comparison with peer/aspirant universities, comparison with an aggregated response set of 

other colleges and universities, and compare the university’s performance over time. These activities 

were performed in consultation with members of the campus community, including vice presidents, 

deans, faculty, staff, and students, along with the team of goal stewards of other objectives; served on 

the Goal Stewards Committee helping to define and shape goals, tactics and metrics for strategic 

planning. 

d) Chair, Search Committee, Vice Provost for Enrollment Management (2014). Responsible for 
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developing search committee consisting of stakeholders among faculty, staff, and students, reviewing 

applications, organizing committee meetings, interviewing semi-finalist and finalist candidates, 

consulting with direct reports interviewing candidates, and making a recommendation to the president.  

e) Member of University Academic Senate (August 2005 – May 2013); Chair, 2011-2013 

Served in various capacities on the University Academic Senate, including Chair of the Subcommittee 

for Academic Affairs; Senate liaison with the University Board of Graduate Studies; member of the 

Executive Committee several times, and Faculty Chair (along with the Provost) of the Academic Senate 

for two consecutive terms. As a Senate that included deans and faculty from multiple Colleges within 

the University, major responsibilities included being a member of the University Leadership Council, 

meeting with the Board of Trustees’ Committee on Academic Excellence, and, as Faculty Chair, leading 

deliberations about university budget matters, curriculum, academic policies, faculty personnel policies, 

initiating bridging conversations with administrators from the Student Affairs side of the university for 

discussions about diversity and inclusion, academic and student climate issues, Title IX issues, assessing 

the effectiveness of the Senate Statutes, and being a major partner in developing a University Strategic 

Plan.  

f) Member of the Steering Committee for the HLC Reaccreditation Process (August 2011 – May 

2014) 

Worked as a team member to establish the process for a self-study involving significant input from all 

areas of the university, alumni, and community; reading and incorporating feedback on self-study drafts, 

being a member of the sub-committee dedicated to analysis and assessment of resources and planning, 

assisting with final draft of the self-study and associated materials, and meeting with HLC officials 

during their site visit. 

g) Chair, Department of Philosophy (August 2005 – August 2013) 

Exercised primary oversight over the department (twenty-eight full-time faculty, 15-20 part-time 

faculty, and 60-70 graduate students). In coordination with an Executive Committee and two Standing 

Committees (Undergraduate and Graduate), primary responsibilities included recruitment, interviewing, 

and recommending the employing of faculty; recommending the dismissal of faculty; recommending 

promotions of faculty; recommending reduced loads for research; formulating the budget, including 

both instructional costs and operating costs; recommending curriculum changes; planning departmental 

projects (e.g., workshops, lecture series, and the like), producing necessary departmental reports and 

materials for bulletins; determining membership of department committees; in light of the university 

mission, plan for better teaching and more significant research in the department as a whole; directing 

efforts to advance the department within the university and the profession. While Chair, I oversaw the 

hiring of eight faculty (two at the senior level), and nine successful tenure and promotion cases and 

significant program and curricular revision at both the undergraduate and graduate level. 

h) Assistant Professor of Philosophy (1995 – 2002); Associate Professor of Philosophy (2002—

2017); Professor of Philosophy (August 2017 –) 

Developed and taught undergraduate and graduate courses in the Department, including Philosophy of 

Human Nature, Theory of Ethics, Ancient Philosophy, Late Medieval and Renaissance Philosophy, 

Political Philosophy, Plato, Philosophy and Literature. Marx and Marxism, Philosophy and History of 

Crime and Punishment, Philosophy of Education, Special Topics in Philosophy: Philosophy and Popular 

Culture, Special Topics in Philosophy: Philosophy and Film, Seminar: Catholic Social Teaching and 

Contemporary Political Philosophy, Thinking Philosophically with Buffy the Vampire Slayer,  
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I. PUBLICATIONS 

A. Books 

All published after tenure and promotion 

Co-Editor (with Kimberly Engels), Westworld and Philosophy, Hoboken, N.J., John Wiley & Sons, 

2018. 

Co-Editor (with Jacob M. Held), Philosophy and Terry Pratchett. London: Palgrave-Macmillan, 

2014. 

Co-Editor (with Rod Carveth), Mad Men and Philosophy: Nothing is as it Seems, Hoboken, N.J.: 

John Wiley & Sons, 2010. [Translated into Russian, Portuguese, Turkish, and Chinese] 

Co-Editor (with Lynne Edwards and Elizabeth Rambo), Buffy Goes Dark, Jefferson, N.C.: 

McFarland, 2008. 

Co-Editor (with Jacob M. Held), James Bond and Philosophy: Questions are Forever. Chicago: Open 

Court, 2006. [Translated into Indonesian] 

Editor, Buffy the Vampire Slayer and Philosophy: Fear and Trembling in Sunnydale. Chicago: Open 

Court, 2003. [Translated into Portuguese] 

B. Book Chapters and Articles 

Published after tenure and promotion 

“Some Themes in Suárez’s Account of the Separated Soul,” Pensamiento 74 (2018), pp. 63-74. 

“Aspects of Intentionality in Two 16th Century Aristotelians,” Gregorianum 98 (2017), pp. 725-741. 

“Seekers and Dwellers: Some Critical Reflections on Charles Taylor’s Account of Identity,” Seekers 

and Dwellers: Plurality and Wholeness in a Time of Secularity, ed. Philip J. Rossi (Washington, 

D.C.: The Council for Research in Values and Philosophy, 2016), pp. 47-73. 

““Nothing Like a Bit of Destiny to Get the Old Plot Rolling:’ A Philosophical Reading of Wyrd 

Sisters,” in Philosophy and Terry Pratchett, eds. Jacob M. Held and James B. South (London: 

Palgrave-Macmillan, 2014), pp. 25-44. 

“Veronica Mars: She’s a Marshmallow,” in Veronica Mars and Philosophy, ed. George A. Dunn 

(Hoboken, N.J.: John Wiley & Sons, 2014), pp. 201-214. 

“’There’s no Place I can be’: Whedon, Augustine and the Earthly City,” (with Susanne E. Foster) in 

Joss Whedon and Religion: Essays on an Angry Atheist’s Explorations of the Sacred, eds. Anthony R. 

Mills, John W. Morehead, and J. Ryan Parker (Jefferson, N.C., McFarland, 2013), pp. 152-164. 

“Social Contract: Rebellion and Dissent aboard Serenity,” (with Susanne E. Foster) in Homer 

Simpson Ponders Politics, eds. Joseph J. Foy and Timothy M. Dale (Lexington: University of 
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Kentucky Press, 2013), pp. 63-74. 

“Suarez, Immortality, and the Soul's Dependence on the Body,” in The Philosophy of Francisco 

Suarez, eds. Benjamin Hill and Henrik Lagerlund (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2012), pp. 121-

136. 

“‘Look What Free Will Has Gotten You’: Isolation, Individuality, and Choice in Angel” (with 

Susanne E. Foster), in The Philosophy of Joss Whedon, eds. Dean A. Kowalski and S. Evan Kreider 

(Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 2011), pp. 168-181. 

“‘New York City is a Marvelous Machine:’ Mad Men and the Power of Social Convention,” in Mad 

Men and Philosophy: Nothing is as it Seems, eds. Rod Carveth and James B. South (Hoboken, N.J.: 

John Wiley & Sons, 2010), 228-241. 

“Kiss Kiss, Stake Stake: Storytelling and the Philosophical Pleasures of Season Seven,” in Buffy Goes 

Dark, ed. Lynne Edwards, Elizabeth Rambo, and James B. South (Jefferson, N.C., McFarland, 2008), 

198-210. 

“Using Technology to Teach Critical Thinking, Logic, and Information Literacy,” (with John Jentz 

and Timothy Yoder) in Technology in the Classroom: Humanities, eds., Mirak Girod & J. P. Steed 

(Stillwater, OK: New Forums Press, 2007), 25-40. 

“‘But I can show you a better time:’ The Beatles and the Practice of Philosophy,” in The Beatles and 

Philosophy, ed. Michael Bauer and Steven A. Bauer (Chicago: Open Court, 2006), 164-175. 

[Translated into German and Portuguese] 

“‘Six to four against:’ James Bond and the Hope for a Meaningful Life,” in James Bond and 

Philosophy: Questions are Forever, ed. James B. South and Jacob M. Held (Chicago: Open Court, 

2006), 35-46. [Translated into Indonesian] 

“Of Batcaves and Clock-Towers: Living Damaged Lives in Gotham City,” in Philosophy and the 

Interpretation of Popular Culture, ed. Jorge Gracia and William Irwin (Lanham, MD: Rowman and 

Littlefield, 2006), 235-253. 

“Zabarella, Prime Matter, and the Theory of Regressus, Graduate Faculty Philosophy Journal 26 

(2005), 79-98. 

“Barbara Gordon and Moral Perfectionism,” in Superheroes and Philosophy, ed. Matt Morris and 

Thomas Morris (Chicago: Open Court, 2005), 89-101. [Translated into Korean, Portuguese, and 

Spanish] 

“On the Philosophical Consistency of Season Seven; Or, ‘It’s not about right, not about wrong…,’” in 

Slayage 4 (2004). 

“‘You Don’t Deserve Cole Porter’: Love and Music According to Woody Allen,” in Woody Allen and 

Philosophy, ed. Mark Conard and Aeon Skoble (Chicago: Open Court, 2004), 118-131. [Translated 

into Chinese, Hebrew, Italian, Turkish, and Portuguese] 

“‘My God, It’s Like a Greek Tragedy’: Willow Rosenberg and Human Irrationality,” in Buffy the 

Vampire Slayer and Philosophy, ed. James B. South (Chicago: Open Court, 2003), 131-145. 
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[Translated into Portuguese] 

“John Philoponus,” “John of Jandun,” and “Jean Gerson,” in A Companion to Philosophy in the 

Middle Ages, ed. Jorge Gracia and Timothy Noone (Oxford: Blackwell, 2003). 

Papers Currently Under Review 

“Zabarella on Middle Terms: An Exploration of the Philosophical Issues,” (submitted—41 

manuscript pages). 

“The Dialectic of Self-Knowledge in Buffy the Vampire Slayer” (submitted—31 manuscript pages) 

Papers in Progress 

“Luther, Cavell, and the Presentness of Grace.”  

“Secretly charmers feel like they’re frauds”: Aimee Mann and the Convictions of Romanticism” 

 “We Talk Fast: Gilmore Girls and Living under a Skeptical Threat” 

 

Published prior to tenure and promotion 

“Singular and Universal in Suárez’s account of Cognition,” in Review of Metaphysics 55 (2002), 785-

823. 

“Zabarella and the Intentionality of Sensation,” in Rivista di Storia della Filosofia, 57 (2002), 5-26. 

“Duns Scotus and the Knowledge of the Singular Revisited,” in History of Philosophy Quarterly, 19 

(2002), 125-147. 

““All Torment, Trouble, Wonder, and Amazement Inhabits Here”: The Vicissitudes of Technology in 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” in The Journal of American Culture, 24 (2001), 83-92. 

“Suárez and the Problem of External Sensation,” in Medieval Philosophy and Theology 10 (2001), 

217-240. 

“Suárez on Imagination,” in Vivarium 39 (2001), 119-158. 

“Nicoletto Vernia,” “Agostino Nifo,” and “Pietro Pomponazzi,” in The Encyclopedia of the 

Renaissance, Paul F. Grendler, editor in chief, (New York: Scribner's published in association with 

the Renaissance Society of America, 1999). 

“Renaissance Aristotelianism," with Edward P. Mahoney, in Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 

ed., Edward Craig (London, Routledge, 1998). 

"Intellectual Knowledge of Material Particulars in Thomas Aquinas: An Introduction," in Aquinas on 

Mind and Intellect: New Essays, ed. Jeremiah Hackett (Oakdale, NY. Dowling College Press, 1996).  

Published prior to Marquette 

"Siger of Brabant,"in Dictionary of Literary Biography: Medieval Philosophers, ed. Jeremiah Hackett 

(Detroit and London, 1992).  
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"Studies on St. Thomas and the Italian Renaissance (1974-1991): An Overview," with Edward P. 

Mahoney, in Paul O. Kristeller, Medieval Aspects of Renaissance Thought (New York: Columbia 

University Press, 1992).  

C. Invited and Peer Reviewed Blog Posts 

Lost Horizon: “No, this is not a disentanglement from, but a progressive knotting into.” (3849 words): 

https://andphilosophy.com/2015/05/12/mad-men-lost 

horizon/?_ga=1.266635726.1328253190.1371659463 

“Time and Life”: Everything Must Go (3309 words): https://andphilosophy.com/2015/04/30/time-

and-life-everything-must-go/?_ga=1.31771774.1328253190.1371659463 

Fifty Years after the Fair: Mad Men Goes to the Dark (2792 words): 

https://andphilosophy.com/2015/04/22/fifty-years-after-the-fair/ 

“There’s a Twinge in My Chest:” Mad Men Goes in Circles (2340 words): 

https://andphilosophy.com/2015/04/16/mad-men-goes-in-

circles/?_ga=1.33458302.1328253190.1371659463 

Is Fake All That’s Real? Mad Men Winds Down (1807 words): 

https://andphilosophy.com/2015/04/08/is-fake-all-thats-real-mad-men-winds-

down/?_ga=1.23447290.1328253190.1371659463 

D. Book Reviews 

Book Review: A Companion to Francisco Suárez, eds. Victor Salas and Robert Fastiggi, forthcoming 

in The Review of Metaphysics. 

Published prior to tenure and promotion 

Book Review: Suárez, On the Formal Cause of Substance: Metaphysical Disputation XV, tr. John 

Kronen & Jeremiah Reedy, in The Review of Metaphysics 54 (2001), 946-48. 

Book Review: Giuseppe Mazzotta, The New Map of the World, in International Philosophical 

Quarterly 41 (2001), 106-108. 

Review: James Hankins, Plato in the Italian Renaissance, in The Review of Metaphysics 51 (1997), 

157-158.  

Review: R. Feldhay, Galileo and the Church, in Canadian Philosophical Reviews 16 (1996), 101-

103.  

E. Editorial and Other Professional Work 

All after tenure and promotion 

Philosophy and Theology, Editor, 2002 – present 

Co-Editor (with Gerry Canavan) of Special Issue of Slayage (Buffy at 20) 

Member, Editorial Board of Psychoanalytic Inquiry 

Member, Editorial Board of Slayage: The International Journal of Whedon Studies, 2002 – present 

Member, Editorial Board of the Journal of James Bond Studies, 2016 –  
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Member, Editorial Board of Medieval Philosophical Texts in Translation, Marquette University Pres 

Judge for Alpha Sigma Nu Jesuit Book Awards, Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities 

(2017). 

Judge for Alpha Sigma Nu Jesuit Book Awards, Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities 

(2014). 

Judge for Alpha Sigma Nu Jesuit Book Awards, Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities 

(2011).  

Judge for Alpha Sigma Nu Jesuit Book Awards, Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities 

(2008).  

Manuscript Review for Journal of the History of Philosophy, International Journal of the Philosophy 

of Religion, Journal of Moral Education, Rowman and Littlefield, Broadview Press, University of 

Kentucky Press, University of Chicago Press, Palgrave-McMillan, McGraw Hill, Routledge, 

Marquette University Press 

External reviewer for 5 tenure and promotion cases 

 

II. OTHER SCHOLARLY ACTIVITIES 

After tenure and promotion 

Participant, Faculty Institute, Humanities without Walls, Chicago, IL, July 25-26, 2019 

Participant, CHCI Annual Conference, Charlottesville, VA, “Humanities Informatics,” June 12-17, 

2018 

Invited Presentation: “Religious Literacy and Intercultural Issues,” Annual Meeting of the American 

Association of Colleges and Universities, San Francisco, January 24-27, 2017. 

Participant, Mind Value and Mental Health, Summer School and Conference in Philosophy and 

Psychiatry, St. Hilda’s College, Oxford, July 23-25, 2015. 

“Seekers and Dwellers: Some Cavellian Reflections on Charles Taylor’s Account of Identity,” 

LeMoyne University, November 19, 2014. 

“Freud, Philosophy, and Analytic Training,” LeMoyne University, November 19, 2014. 

"Cavell, Luther, and the Act of Faith," Paper presented as part of the seminar “Stakes of Speech: Self-

Revelation and Theatricality A Summer Seminar on Wittgenstein in the Spirit of Cavell and 

Rhees,” Lehigh Humanities Center, Bethlehem, PA, July 13, 2012. 

Invited participant (competitive) in “Stakes of Speech: Self-Revelation and Theatricality A Summer 

Seminar on Wittgenstein in the Spirit of Cavell and Rhees,” Lehigh Humanities Center, Bethlehem, 

PA, July 9-18, 2012 

“Veronica Mars, Photography, and Skepticism,” Refereed paper for the Society for the Philosophic 

Study of the Contemporary Visual Arts, Western Division American Philosophical Society Annual 
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Meeting, Seattle, WA, April 6, 2012. 

“Using Luther's On the Freedom of a Christian in a Core Philosophy Class,” Paper read at The 

Association for Core Texts and Courses annual conference, Milwaukee, WI, March 31, 2012. 

“Suárez and the Soul’s Dependence on the Body.” Invited paper for the Conference “Francisco 

Suáerez, SJ: Last of the Medievals or First of the Moderns?” University of Western Ontario, 

September 12-14, 2008 

“Zabarella and Hylomorphism.” Invited paper for a session organized by the Society for Medieval 

and Renaissance Philosophy, Eastern Division American Philosophical Association annual 

conference, December 29. 2006 

“Suárez and the Problem of Immortality in 16th Century Philosophy,” Invited paper for Philosophy 

Dept. Colloquium Series, University of South Carolina, December 8, 2006. 

"Zabarella and Demonstration" at Marquette Summer Seminar in Ancient and Medieval Philosophy 

(The Posterior Analytics and Aristotelian Sciences), June 9, 2006. 

Organized session at the 40th International Congress for Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 4-7, 

2006, entitled “Medieval Philosophical Texts in Translation.” 

Participant, “The Abrahamic Religions and the Dynamics of Human Rights: A Consultation on 

Research, Teaching and Practice,” April 9-10, 2006, Marquette University. 

“Buffy the Vampire Slayer and the Meaning of Life.” Invited Keynote speaker at the 2006 Wisconsin 

Association of Academic Libraries annual conference, March 28-30, 2006. 

“Neoplatonic Influences on Suárez’s Account of the Soul.” Presented at the 40th International 

Congress for Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI. May 6, 2005. 

“Television and Philosophy: The Case of Buffy the Vampire Slayer.” Invited talk for an ACPA 

sponsored session at the Eastern Division of the American Philosophical Association, Boston, MA. 

December 29, 2004. 

“Suárez, Pomponazzi, and the Immortality Controversy of the Sixteenth Century.” Invited lecture for 

the Denison University Philosophy Department. October 22, 2004. 

“Buffy, Faith, and the Meaning of Life.” Invited University Lecture Series speaker, Denison 

University, Granville, Ohio. October 21, 2004. 

“Suárez on Immortality.” Presented at the Midwest Medieval Philosophy Colloquium, Iowa City, 

Iowa. September 18, 2004. 

“On the Philosophical Consistency of Season Seven of Buffy the Vampire Slayer.” Invited keynote 

lecture at the Slayage Conference on Buffy the Vampire Slayer. Nashville, Tenn. May 30, 2004. 

Organized session at the 39th International Congress for Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 6-9, 

2004, entitled Medieval Philosophical Texts in Translation. 
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“Zabarella on Averroes on the Agent Intellect.” Presented at the annual Renaissance Society of 

America Meeting. New York City. April 3, 2004. 

“Buffy, Faith, and the Meaning of Life.” Invited Raynor Library Colloquium Talk. March 23, 2004. 

 
“Suárez and the Immortality of the Human Soul,” Paper read at the Marquette University Philosophy 
Colloquium Series, October 24, 2003. 
 
Organized session at the 38th International Congress for Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI. May 8-
11, 2003, entitled “Medieval Philosophical Texts in Translation.” 
 

"'All that James Bond stuff': The Appropriation of James Bond in Buffy the Vampire Slayer," Paper 

read at the conference The Cultural Politics of Ian Fleming and 007, University of Indiana, 

Bloomington, IN, May 31, 2003. 

"Nicoletto Vernia, Averroes, and Immortality," Paper read at the 38th International Congress for 

Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 8, 2003. 

"Comment on J. Eberl's 'Aquinas on the Nature of Human Beings,'" Central Division American 

Philosophical Associaton Annual Meeting, Cleveland, OH, April 25, 2003. 

"The Transformation of Intentionality in Sixteenth Century Aristotelianism," Invited paper at the 

Boston Area Medieval Colloquium, April 14, 2003. 

“‘They show up, they scare us, I beat them up, and they leave’: the Dialectic of Self-Knowledge in 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” Paper read at the conference Blood, Text and Fears: Reading around Buffy 

the Vampire Slayer, University of East Anglia, Norwich UK, October 20, 2002. 

Organized session at the 38th International Congress for Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI. May 8-

11, 2003, entitled Medieval Philosophical Texts in Translation. 

“Suárez and the Conimbricenses on ‘Vital Spirits,’” Paper read at the 11the Congress of the Société 

Internationale pour l’Étude de la Philosophie Médiévale, Porto, Portugal, August 29, 2002. 

"Some Aspects of Intentionality in Suárez and Zabarella," Paper read at the Cornell Summer 

Colloquium in Medieval Philosophy, June 1, 2002. 

“Intentionality in the Sixteenth Century,” paper read at the 37thInternational Congress for Medieval 

Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 3, 2002. 

Organized session at the 37th International Congress for Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 2-5, 

2002, entitled Medieval Philosophical Texts in Translation. 

“Death is My Gift’: Philosophical Themes in Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” paper read at the Midwest 

Popular Culture Society Conference, Milwaukee, WI, October 5, 2002. 

Prior to tenure and promotion 

"‘All Torment, Trouble, Wonder, and Amazement Inhabits Here': The Vicissitudes of Technology in 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer," Paper read at Marquette University PGSA Conference, Technology in the 
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21st Century, Milwaukee, WI, February 9, 2001 

Organized session at the 36th International Congress for Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 3-6, 

2000, entitled Medieval Philosophical Texts in Translation  

"Scotus, Intuitive Cognition and the ‘New Theory of Reference,'" Paper read at the Midwest Seminar 

in Ancient and Medieval Philosophy, Milwaukee, WI, November 10, 2000 

Organized two sessions at the 35th International Congress for Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, 

1999, entitled "Medieval Philosophical Texts in Translation," and "Petrarch and the Practice of 

Philosophy."  

"St. Thomas's De potentia V.8 and its 16th Century Reception," Paper read at the 35th International 

Congress for Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 5, 2000.  

"Zabarella's Account of Sensation in its Context" Paper read at the Renaissance Society of America 

annual Meeting, Florence, Italy, March 22, 2000.  

“Duns Scotus and Knowledge of the Singular Revisited,” Paper read at the 34th International 

Congress for Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI. May 9, 1999. 

“Reflections on the Problem of the Knowledge of the Singular in Late Medieval Philosophy,” Paper 

read at the 1999 meeting of the Mediaeval Academy of America, Georgetown University, April 9, 

1999.  

"Suarez on Thomas on Imagination," The 33rd Annual Congress of Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, 

Michigan, May 1998.  

"Phantasm and Agent Intellect in Thomas' Account of Cognition," The 32nd Annual Congress of 

Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, Michigan, May 1997.  

"Aristotle, Thomas Aquinas and Suarez on Sensing the World as It Is," University of Wisconsin-

Parkside, March 5, 1997.  

 

III. TEACHING AT MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY 

A. Graduate Courses Taught 

PHIL 201: Plato  

PHIL 223: Text Seminar in Later Medieval and Renaissance Philosophy: Platonism and Humanism in 

the Renaissance  

PHIL 223: Text Seminar in Later Medieval and Renaissance Philosophy: The Problem of the Will in 

Late Medieval and Renaissance Thought 

PHIL 254: Text Seminar in 19th Century German Philosophy: Marx 

PHIL 301: Seminar: Bonaventure, Scotus, and Ockham 

PHIL 301: Seminar: Marx and Morality 
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PHIL 301: Seminar: Natural Law  

PHIL 6955: Text/Seminar on Later Medieval or Renaissance Philosophy: Singular and Universal in 

late Medieval and Renaissance Philosophy 

PHIL 6620: Augustine 

Various Independent Study Courses 

B. Undergraduate Courses Taught 

PHIL 001: Logic  

PHIL 050: Philosophy of Human Nature  

PHIL 104: Theory of Ethics  

PHIL 106: Philosophy of the State 

PHIL 112: Ancient Philosophy  

PHIL 119: Late Medieval and Renaissance Philosophy  

PHIL 122: Philosophy and Literature  

PHIL 150: Marx and Marxism  

PHIL 151: Philosophy and History of Crime and Punishment 

PHIL 158: Philosophy of Education 

PHIL 190: Special Topics in Philosophy: Philosophy and Popular Culture  

PHIL 190: Special Topics in Philosophy: Philosophy and Film 

PHIL 196: Seminar: Catholic Social Teaching and Contemporary Political Philosophy 

PHIL 4953: Special Topics: Nonsense 

PHIL 4953: Special Topics: Augustine 

ARSC 007: Introduction to Inquiry 

HOPR 10: Thinking Philosophically with Buffy the Vampire Slayer 

HOPR 10: Thinking Philosophically with Joss Whedon 

HOPR 2953: Philosophy as Spiritual Exercise 

HOPR 140: Conceiving the Self 

HOPR 140: The Art and Thought of Film 

Various Independent Study Courses 

C. Ph.D. Dissertations Supervised 

Gregory Trotter, The Fantastic Structure of Freedom: Sartre, Freud, and Lacan (2019) 

Catlyn Origitano, Moral Imagination and Adorno: Before and After Auschwitz (2016) 

Rev. Charles Peterson, The Humanistic, Fideistic Philosophy of Philip Melanchthon (1497-1560) 

(2012) 

Lorelle Lamascus, Love's lack: the relationship between poverty and eros in Plato's Symposium 
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(2010) 

Amy Whitwoth, Attending to presence: a study of John Duns Scotus' account of sense cognition 

(2009) 

Jacob Held, Is there a future for Marxist humanism? (2005) 

John Simmons, Francis Suárez on the ontological status of individual unity vis-à-vis the Aristotelian 

doctrine of primary substance (2004) 

D. Ph.D. Dissertation Committee Member 

Sarah Kizuk (in progress) 

Katherine Hendrickson (2020)—Dept. Of English 

Chad Kleist (2016) 

Agust Magnusson (2016) 

Geoffrey Holsclaw (2013)—Dept. of Theology 

Scott Sinclair (2007) 

Griffin Nelson (2006) 

Matthew J. McKinnon (2005)—Dept. of Theology 

Michael Dougherty (2003) 

John Morse (2003) 

Kevin Hermberg (2003) 

Chad Meister (2001) 

Eugene Rice (2001) 

Karl Schudt (2001) 

John Laumakis (2001) 

Andrew Gustafson  (2001)  

John Rosheger (2000) 

Eric Manchester  (1999)  

E. DQE and DQP Exam Committee Work 

 2013    M.A. Comps Committee  

2013-present  DQP Review Committees 

2007; 2009 – 11  DQE Review Committees  

1997 – 2005  DQE Review Committees 

IV. MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIEITIES 

American Philosophical Association 

American Psychoanalytic Association 

Society for Medieval and Renaissance Philosophy 
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Renaissance Society of America 

Medieval Academy of America 

Société Internationale pour Étude de la Philosophie Médiévale 

Nicholas of Cusa Society 

V. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Marquette Leadership Development Program (Spring 2018) 

Participant, Future Milwaukee Program (competitive application), August 2016-May 2017 

Diversity Advocate Training of Trainers, December 2015 

Diversity Advocate Training, August 2015 

AJCU National Magis Retreat, June 2014 

Marquette Colleagues Program, Fall 2011 

Marquette Leadership/Management Institute, Spring 2007 

Chairs’ Retreat, May 2007. Topic: Understanding Emotional Intelligence 

Chairs’ Retreat, May 2006. Topic: Conflict Resolution 

Participant, Marquette University College of Arts and Sciences Conversation on Learning, January 
2002. Topic: Mentoring and Faculty Development 

Participant, Marquette University Just Teaching Conversation, Spring 2001 

Participant, Marquette University College of Arts and Sciences Conversation on Learning, January 

2001. Topic: The Liberal Arts Today 

Attended Newberry Library seminar, "Theories of Interpretation from Boethius to Valla," led by Alan 

Perriah, January 20-March 23, 2000  

Participant, Heartland/Delta Faculty Conversation, Marquette University, October 8-10, 1999 

Participant, Collegium: A Colloquy on Faith and Intellectual Life, Saint John's University, 

Collegeville, Minnesota, June 6-13, 1997 

 

VI.  SERVICE 

University 

2019– 2020   Task Force on Participating Faculty 

2018 – 2019    Member, Ad Hoc Committee on Partner Hiring 

2018 – 2019   Member, Ad Hoc Committee on  Supporting Associate Professors  

2018 – present  President, Zeta Chapter of Wisconsin Phi Beta Kappa 

2017 – 2018  Member, Ad Hoc Committee on Sabbatical Policy 

2016 –    Digital Scholarship Work Group 

2016 (Spring)  Member, Ad Hoc Committee Studying Faulty Retirement Policy 



 

 

15 

 

2014 – present Faculty Goal Steward for Strategic Plan Goal of Formation of Minds and 

Hearts 

2014 – 2020  Chair (ex-officio), College Diversity and Inclusion Committee 

2012 – 2013  Member, University Leadership Council 

2011 – 2014  Member, Subcommittee on Resources and Planning, HLC Reaccreditation 

2011 – 2014  Member, Steering Committee for HLC Reaccreditation 

2011 – 2013  Chair, University Academic Senate 

2011 (Spring) Member, Search Committee for Interim Dean, Klingler College of Arts and 

Sciences 

2010 – 2011  Academic Senate Liaison to University Board of Gradate Studies 

2009 – 2010  Executive Committee, University Academic Senate 

2008—2009  Member, Foundations of Excellence Project—All Students Committee 

2007 – 2008   Member, Committee on Academic Policies and Issues 

2006 – 2007  Chair, Subcommittee for Academic Affairs 

2005 – 2007  Secretary, Marquette Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa  

2005 – 2013  Elected Member, University Academic Senate 

2004 – 2007  Member, University Library Board 

2004 – 2006  Secretary, Marquette Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa 

2000 – 2002  Mentor, Preparing Future Faculty Program 

1997 – 2000  Member, University Campus Ministry Board 

May     1996  Service Learning Faculty Workshop 

1996 – 1998  Participant, Marquette Mission Seminar  

 

University Advancement 

Arts and Sciences cabinet member for the University Community Campaign Fall 2014 

Arts and Sciences cabinet member for the University Community Campaign Fall 2013 

Arts and Sciences cabinet member for the University Community Campaign Fall 2012 

Marquette Circles, Hollywood, CA. May 15-17, 2012 

Arts and Sciences cabinet member for the University Community Campaign Fall 2011 

Parents Board Talk, April 9, 2011 

Alumni Board Talk, January 22, 2011 

Parents Weekend Talk October 2, 2010 
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College 

2013 – 2020  Associate Dean for Faculty 

2005 – 2020   Member, Dean’s Advisory Committee 

Spring 2012  Member, Honors Program Director Search Committee 

November 2007  Presenter, University Advancement Meeting for Klingler College of Arts and 

Sciences 

October 2007  Presenter and Discussion Leader, Faculty Mentoring Program 

2006 – 2009  Member, College Committee, Major in Comparative Race and Ethnic Studies 

January 2005   Presenter, First Annual Institute for Faculty: Career and Time Management 

1997-2002    Pre-major Advisor 

Department 

2005 – 2013  Chair, Department of Philosophy 

2004 – present   Curator, Philosophy Collection, Raynor Memorial Library 

Spring 2004   Acting Assistant Chair 

2003 – 2004  COF Nominating Convention Representative 

Spring 2003   Acting Assistant Chair  

2002 – 2003   Member, Search Committee for Position in Political Philosophy 

2001 – 2003   Member, Graduate Committee 

1998 – 2003  Developed and Maintained Department Website 

 1998 – 2000   Co-Chair, Ad Hoc Committee to Promote the Philosophy Department  

 1998 – 1999  Greek Language Committee,  

 1997 – 1999  Undergraduate Committee 

 1995 – 1999  Latin Language Committee 

Professional Advisory Boards 

2017 – present  Program Committee, Michigan Psychoanalytic Institute 

2015 – present  Curriculum Committee, Michigan Psychoanalytic Institute 

2012 – 2015   Member, Committee on Public Philosophy, American Philosophical Association 

2008 – 2014   Executive Committee, Society for Medieval and Renaissance Philosophy  

2007 – 2010  Executive Council, American Catholic Philosophical Association 

2005 – 2006  Member, Program Committee for 2006 American Catholic Philosophical             

      Association annual meeting. 

Community Service 

 Director, Wisconsin Psychoanalytic Institute (2018 – present)  

Walker’s Point Neighborhood Association (2011 – present) 
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Long-time volunteer for Community Advocates 

Chair, Human Concerns Commission, Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, Milwaukee, 1997-2003  

   

VII. HONORS, AWARDS, GRANTS 

Alpha Sigma Nu (causa honoris)--2019 

Co-Applicant, NEH Implementation Grant for Marquette’s Core Curriculum (not awarded) 

Member of Research Group of Project I+D+I “Jesuit thinking and tradition and its influence on 

modernity from the perspectives of history, Translation Studies and Legal, Moral and Political 

Philosophy”, financed by the Ministry of Economy and Competitiveness of the Spanish Government. 

Applicant: NEH Next Generation Humanities Ph.D. Grant: 25,000.00 (March 2016)—unfunded. 

Holtzman Grant, Michigan Psychoanalytic Institute 2020-11,500.00: Psychoanalytic Research 

Hotlzman Grant, Michigan Psychoanalytic Institute 2019-11,500.00: Psychoanalytic Research 

Grinstein Grant, Michigan Psychoanalytic Institute 2018-7,800.00:   Psychoanalytic Research 

Grinstein Grant, Michigan Psychoanalytic Institute 2017-10,024.00: Psychoanalytic Research 

Grinstein Grant, Michigan Psychoanalytic Institute 2016-10,024.00: Psychoanalytic Research 

Grinstein Grant, Michigan Psychoanalytic Institute 2015-18,500.00: Psychoanalytic Research 

Grinstein Grant, Michigan Psychoanalytic Institute 2014-5000.00: Psychoanalytic Research 

Grinstein Grant, Michigan Psychoanalytic Institute 2013-5000.00: Psychoanalytic Research 

Mr. Pointy Award for Outstanding Book on the Work of Joss Whedon (2010) (for Buffy Goes Dark) 

Lord Ruthven Award for Outstanding Book (2004) (For Buffy the Vampire Slayer and Philosophy) 

Mellon Grant 2012-2013 $9,700: Maintaining a Culture of Undergraduate Research 

Mellon Grant 2011-2012 $6,600: Developing a Culture of Undergraduate Research 

Mellon Grant 2010-2011 $8,600: Developing a Culture of Undergraduate Research 

Faculty Development Grant, Klingler College of Arts and Sciences (Summer 2009): $5,400.00 

Preparing Tomorrow’s Teachers in Technology (PT3) Mini-Grant from College of Education (with 

John Jentz): (2002) $ 3000.00 

NEH Grant Application (with John Jentz): “Thinking Critically in a Digital Environment: Teaching 

Foundational Skills in Logic, English and Communication.” (2002) Amount requested: $24,996 

(Unfunded) 

Assessment for PHIL 001 (2002): $2000 from Office of Academic Vice President 

Assessment for PHIL 001 (2001): $2000 from Office of Academic Vice President 

Mellon Grant for 2001-2002 (with John Jentz): $5,631 

Mellon Grant for 2000-2001 (with John Jentz): Logic and Information Literacy Project: $6,659  

Phi Beta Kappa, University of South Carolina, 1981  
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Eta Sigma Phi, University of South Carolina, 1981  

 

Updated August, 2021 


