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Political Development

This course deals with the socioeconomic and political challenges that developing
or t hird word” countries face in today’s globalized world. Readings focus on poverty,
U nderdevelopment,” development, modernization, traditional and other cultural values,
the nature and effects of colonial rule, the legacy of ethnic, cultural, and religious
divisions, and the various development strategies and models to which Third World
peoples have been subjected by their governments, by foreign powers, and by
international institutions.

Students will be graded on the quality of both their written work and seminar
participation. All will be required to attend at least half of the sessions of POSC 159, the
undergraduate course in Third World politics that meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 3:35 to 4:50. Additionally, they will be asked submit, along with its students, a 1,200-
word take-home essay on an assigned topic in early March. This essay will count for 15
points of their semester grade for the seminar. Two additional 2000-word essays, each of
which will be worth 25 points, will also be required. The first will be due on March 22",
following spring break, and the second on May 7"". The remaining 35 points will be
based on two 1,000-word reviews (on recommended readings), each worth 5 points,
one’s work-group presentation worth another 10 (with each member receiving the same
grade), and one’s individual participation in seminar discussions worth the remaining 15
points.

The following books should be purchased:

Barrington Moore, The Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy, paper;
Luca Meldolesi, Discovering the Possible: The Surprising World of Alberto O.

Hirschman;

Arturo Escobar, Encountering Development, Princeton paperback;

Huntington and Harrison (eds.), Culture Matters, Basic Books paperback

Migdal, Kohli, and Shue (eds.), State Power and Social Forces: Domination
and Transformation in the Third World, paper;

Seminar Outline

1. January 16" - Organizational Meeting and Discussion (with handout)



2. January 23" - Development in Historical Perspective - |

Required Readings: Ricardo Hausmann, P risoners of Geography” (on electronic
reserve); S. Huntington, C ultures Count,” and L. Harrison, Wh y Culture
Matters,” both in Huntington and Harrison (eds.), Culture Matters, pp. Xiii -
xxxiv; and Barrington Moore, Jr., The Social Origins of Dictatorship and
Democracy, Chs. | (England), Il (France), lll (the U.S.), and IV (China);

Recommended Readings: David Landes, N ature’s Inequalities,” A nswers
to Geography: Europe and China,” and E uropean Exceptionalism, a
Different Path,” in Landis, The Wealth and Poverty of Nations, pp. 3-28 (on
regular reserve); and Theda Skocpol, E xplaining Social Revolutions,” in
Skocpol, States and Social Revolutions, pp. 3-43 (on regular reserve);

3. January 30™ - Development in Historical Perspective - I

Required Readings: Barrington Moore, Jr.,
Democracy, Chs. V (Japan), VI (India), VII (democracy); VIII (communism
and fascism); IX (peasants and revolution), and epilogue;

Recommended Readings: Margaret Levi, Wh y We Need a New Theory of
Government” (on electronic reserve); and Gerardo Munck, T he Past
and the Present of Comparative Politics” (on regular reserve); and
Stepan, P aths to Democratization: Theoretical and Comparative

Considerations,” in Stepan, Arguing Comparative Politics, pp. 111-137
(on regular reserve);

4. February 13" - Modernization and Modernization Theory

Required Readings: Max Weber, P rotestant Asceticism and the Spirit of
Capitalism,” in W.G. Runciman, Max Weber, Selections in Translation (on
electronic reserve); Cyril Black; Mo dernization: the Concept and Its Critics;”
James O’Connell, T he Concept of Modernization;” and Samuel Huntington,
T he Change to Change: Modernization, Development, and Politics,” all in

Black (ed.), Comparative Modernization, pp. 9-61 (on electronic reserve);

Recommended Readings: Casanova, L egitimacy and the Sociology of
Modernization,” in Vidich and Glassman (eds.), Conflict and Control:
Challenges to Legitimacy of Modern Governments, pp. 219-252; A.G.
Frank, T he Development of Underdevelopment,” and E conomic
Dependence, Class Structure, and Underdevelopment Policy,” both in
Cockcroft, Frank, and Johnson (eds.), Dependence and Underdevelopment;
and Charles Taylor, Modern Social Imaginaries, Chs., 1-5, pp. 1-99 (all on
regular reserve);




5. February 20™ - Alternative Perspectives - |

Required Readings: Luca Meldolesi, Discovering the Possible: the Surprising
World of Albert O. Hirschman, Part 1, Chapters 1 through 5, pp. 3-137;

Recommended Readings: Fieldhouse, C olonialism,” in Fieldhouse, The West
and the Third World: Trade, Colonialism, Neocolonialism, and

Nationalism; Christopher Clapham, T he Colonial State and its Demise,”

in Clapham, Third World Politics; Joseph Weatherby, T he Old and the

New Colonialism, Neocolonialism, and Nationalism” in Weatherby et alia,

The Other World; and Stoesz, Guzzeta, and Lusk, International

Development, Chs. 1-3 and 5, pp. 1-57 and 85-107 (on regular reserve);

6. February 27" - Alternative Perspectives - |l

Required Readings: Meldolesi, Discovering the Possible, Part Il, Chapters 6
through 8, pp. 140-215;

Recommended Readings: Amartya Sen, D evelopment: Which Way Now,”

Deepak Lal, T he Misconceptions of Development Economics,” and

Griffin and Knight, H uman Development: the Case for Renewed
Emphasis,” all in Wilber and Jameson (eds.), The Political Economy of

Development and Underdevelopment, 4" edition, pp. 5-26 and pp. 576-
609 (on regular reserve);

7. March 6" - Development in Post-Modern Perspective - |

Required Readings: Arturo Escobar, Encountering Development, Ch. 1
(Development), Ch. 2 (Poverty), and Ch. 3 (Growth and Capital),
pp. 1-100;

Recommended Readings: Robert Bates, Prosperity and Violence: the Political
Economy of Development; and Clapham, Third World Politics, Chs. 5
(Ma naging the Economy) , and 6 (Ma naging the External Political
Arena) , all on regular reserve;

First (mid-term) essay exam (POSC 159) - due

8. March 20" - Development in Post-Modern Perspective - I

Required Readings: Arturo Escobar, Encountering Development, Ch. 4 (Food
and Hunger); Ch. 5 (Peasants, Women, and the Environment), and Ch. 6
(Conclusion); pp.102-225;



Recommended Readings: Albert O. Hirschman, T he Rise and Fall of
Development Economics,” in Kanth (eds.) Paradigms in Economic
Development: Classic Perspectives, Critiques, and Reflections, pp. 191-

210; and Deepa Narayan et alia, Voices of the Poor: Can Anyone Hear

Us?, Chs. 2 (D efinitions of Poverty]) , 3 (S tate Institutions) , 4 (C ivil

Society Institutions) , 5 (C hanging Gender Relations in the Household} ,

6 (S ocial Fragmentation) ;

Second essay exam - due

9. March 27" - Culture and Development - |

Required Readings: S. Huntington and L. Harrison, Culture Matters (Chapters
1, 2,4-10, 13-15 and 17;

Recommended Readings: R. Inglehart, T he Renaissance of Political Culture”
(on regular reserve); Laitin, R eligion, Political Culture, and the Weberian
Tradition” (on regular reserve); and Gabriel Almond, T he Study of

Political Culture” (on regular reserve);

10. April 3" - Culture and Development - I

Required Readings: Huntington and Harrison (eds.), Chapters 3 (Sachs), 11
(Weisner), 12 (Shweder) and 16 (Glazer); Clifford Geertz, T hick

Description: Towards an Interpretative Theory of Culture,” in Geertz, The
Interpretation of Culture, pp. 3-30 (on electronic reserve); and Wilson, T he
Many Voices of Political Culture, Assessing Different Approaches;”

Recommended Readings: Jackman and Miller, T he Poverty of Political Culture;”
Alfred Stepan, T he World’s Religious Systems and Democracy: Crafting

the Twin Tolerances,” and Jose Casanova, C atholic and Muslim Politics in
Comparative Perspective,” and Schmitter and Karl, Wh at Democracy is

and Is Not” (all on regular reserve);

11. April 10" - State and Society in the Third World - |

Required Readings: Joel. Migdal, Atun Kohli, and Vivienne Shue (eds.), State
Power and Social Forces: Domination and Transformation in The Third
The Third World, Parts | and II, Chs. 1-5, pp. 1-141;

Recommended Readings: Ira Katznelson, S tructure and Configuration in
Comparative Politics;” and Joel Migdal, S tudying the State;” both in



and Zuckerman (eds.), Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture,

and Structure (on regular reserve);

12. April 24" — State and Society in the Third World - I
Required Readings: Migdal, Kohli, and Shue (eds.), State Power and Societal

Forces: Domination and Transformation in the Third World,
Parts Ill and 1V, Chs. 6-10;

Recommended Readings: Alfred Stepan (with Cindy Skach), C onstitutional
Frameworks and Democratic Consolidation: Parliamentarism vs.
Presidentialism, in Stepan, Arguing Comparative Politics (on regular

reserve); Christopher Clapham, Third World Politics, Chs. 3 (T he Third
World State] and 4 (Ma naging the State) ; and Naguib Mahfouz, Adrift on

the Nile;

13. May 1° - Research Group Presentations

14. May 7™, 5:00 p.m., Third Essay Exam - due



