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Education 
 

Ph.D., University of Chicago, Committee on Social Thought, June 2002. 
M.Phil., University of Cambridge, Political Thought and Intellectual History, 1997. 
B.A. (Honors), University of Pennsylvania, Intellectual History and Political Science, 1996. 
 

Employment 
 
2009-present  Associate Professor of Political Science, Marquette University 
2004-09  Assistant Professor of Political Science, Marquette University 
2002-04  Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow, Yale University 
 

Fellowships and Awards 
 
2010   Plischke Faculty Research Award, Lutheran Community Foundation 
2008-10  Arête Initiative Defining Wisdom Fellowship 
2007   Faculty Development Award, Marquette University 
2006   National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship 
   Faculty Development Award, Marquette University 
2005   Summer Faculty Fellowship, Marquette University 
   Plischke Faculty Research Award, Lutheran Community Foundation 
2002-04  Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellowship, Yale University 
2001   Andrew W. Mellon Dissertation-Year Fellowship, University of Chicago 
1999   Junior Fellowship, John M. Olin Center, University of Chicago 
1998   University of Chicago Unendowed Fellowship 

Bradley Foundation Grant (for graduate study at Chicago) 
1997   Earhart Foundation Grant (for graduate study at Chicago) 
1996   University of Pennsylvania Rose Award 

 
Publications 

Book  
Adam Smith and the Character of Virtue (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009). 

 

Edited Volumes 
Editor, Adam Smith, The Theory of Moral Sentiments (London: Penguin Classics, 2010). 
Co-editor, with Darrin M. McMahon, The Enlightenment, 5 vols. (London: Routledge, 2010). 
Guest Editor, Revue internationale de philosophie, themed issue on Theory of Moral Sentiments (2012) 
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Articles 
“David Hume and the ‘Politics of Humanity’,” forthcoming in Political Theory (2011). 
“Adam Smith on Money, Mercantilism, and the System of Natural Liberty,” with Maria Paganelli, forthcoming  
 in Studies on Voltaire and the Eighteenth Century. 
“Social Science and Human Flourishing: The Scottish Enlightenment and Today,” Journal of Scottish  
 Philosophy 7 (2009): 29-46. 
“Style and Sentiment: Smith and Swift,” Adam Smith Review 4 (2008): 88-105. 
“Enlightened Nation Building: Adam Smith and Rousseau on the ‘Science of the Legislator’,” American Journal  
 of Political Science 52 (2008): 219-34. 
“Commerce and Corruption: Rousseau’s Diagnosis and Adam Smith’s Cure,” European Journal of Political  
 Theory 7 (2008): 137-58. 
“David Hume and the Modern Problem of Honor,” Modern Schoolman 84 (2007): 11-28. 
“From Geneva to Glasgow: Rousseau and Adam Smith on the Theater and Commercial Society,” Studies in  
 Eighteenth-Century Culture 35 (2006): 183-211. 
“Political Science and Political Understanding: Isaiah Berlin on the Nature of Political Inquiry,” American  
 Political Science Review 98 (2004): 327-39. 
“Hume’s Last Lessons: The Civic Education of My Own Life,” Review of Politics 64 (2002): 659-85. 
“Aristotle on the Greatness of Greatness of Soul,” History of Political Thought 23 (2002): 1-20. 
“Thoreau Among His Heroes,” Philosophy and Literature 25 (2001): 59-74. 
 

Chapters 
“Rousseau,” forthcoming in Routledge Handbook of Eighteenth-Century Philosophy, ed. Aaron Garrett  
 (London: Routledge). 
“Skepticism and Naturalism in Adam Smith,” forthcoming in Essays on Adam Smith’s Philosophy, ed. Vivienne  
 Brown and Samuel Fleischacker (London: Routledge, 2010). 
“Enlightenment,” Encyclopedia of Political Theory, ed. Mark Bevir (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2010), vol. 1,  
 pp. 432-39. 
“Berlin and History,” in The One and the Many: Reading Isaiah Berlin, ed. George Crowder and Henry Hardy  
 (New York: Prometheus, 2007), 159-80. 
“Adam Smith, Aristotle and Virtue Ethics,” in New Voices on Adam Smith, ed. Leonidas Montes and Eric  
 Schliesser (London: Routledge, 2006), 17-39; Spanish translation published as “Adam Smith, Aristóteles 
 y la Ética de la Virtud,” Estudios Públicos 104 (2006): 149-77. 
“Swift Sailing,” in Enlightening Revolutions: Essays in Honor of Ralph Lerner, ed. Stéphane Douard and  
 Svetozar Minkov (Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2006), 143-57. 
 

Reviews and Review Essays 
Review of David Lay Williams, Rousseau’s Platonic Enlightenment (Penn State, 2007), Philosophy in Review, 
 forthcoming August 2010. 
“Language, Literature and Imagination,” Adam Smith Review 4 (2008): 221-30 (contribution to symposium on 
 The Cambridge Companion to Adam Smith (Cambridge, 2006). 
“Cambridge’s Enlightenment,” Political Theory 36 (2008): 634-40 (review essay of Cambridge History of 
 Eighteenth-Century Philosophy (Cambridge, 2006) and Cambridge History of Eighteenth-Century 
 Political Thought (Cambridge, 2006). 
 



 
 

 

Review of Jerry Evensky, Adam Smith’s Moral Philosophy (Cambridge, 2005), in Revue de philosophie  
 économique 8 (2008): 123-28.  
Review of James Buchan, The Authentic Adam Smith (Norton, 2006) and Gavin Kennedy, Adam Smith’s Lost  
 Legacy (Palgrave Macmillan, 2005), Eighteenth-Century Scotland 21 (2007): 28-30. 
Review of Joshua Foa Dienstag, Pessimism: Philosophy, Ethics, Spirit (Princeton, 2006), in Perspectives on 
 Politics 5 (2007): 603-604. 
 

Miscellaneous 
“Author’s Response,” forthcoming October 2010 in online journal “Art of Theory” as part of symposium on  
 Adam Smith and the Character of Virtue. 
“Response to Douglas J. Den Uyl,” forthcoming in Adam Smith Review (invited response to Den Uyl on  
 Smith and Shaftesbury). 
“Introduction” (with Joshua L. Cherniss) to Robert Wokler, “A Guide to Isaiah Berlin’s Political Ideas in the 
 Romantic Age,” History of Political Thought 29 (2008): 344-48. 
“Introduction” (to a symposium on Samuel Fleischacker’s On Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations) Adam Smith 
 Review 2 (2006): 223. 
“Adam Smith’s Egalitarianism: Introduction” (to a symposium on Emma Rothschild’s Economic Sentiments) 
 Adam Smith Review 1 (2004): 127-28. 
  

Current Projects 

“Scottish Conceptions of the Political Role of Liberal Education” (invited essay under review) 
“Hume’s Critique and Defense of Religion” (invited essay under review) 
“Skepticism and Imagination: Smith’s Response to Hume’s Dialogues” (under review) 
“Wisdom and Enlightenment” (article in progress; draft complete) 
“Rousseau’s Virtue Epistemology” (article in progress; draft complete) 
“Adam Smith and the Encyclopédie” (article in progress; draft complete) 
“Adam Smith: History, Society and Law” (with Eric Schliesser) (invited contribution in progress for The  
 Scottish Enlightenment, ed. Aaron Garrett and James Harris, vol. 2 of the Oxford History of Scottish 
 Philosophy (Oxford: Oxford University Press) 
“The Age of Sympathy” (invited contribution in progress for Sympathy, ed. Eric Schliesser, a volume in the 
 Philosophical Concepts Series of Oxford University Press. 
“Smith and Virtue” (invited contribution in progress for the Oxford Handbook to Adam Smith, ed. Maria 
 Paganelli and Craig Smith (Oxford: Oxford University Press). 
“Towards a Positive Political Science” (with Rosemary C. Hanley) (article in progress) 
Love’s Enlightenment (book in progress) 
Enlightened Faith (book in progress) 
 

Conference Presentations and Invited Lectures (2007-present) 
 

“The Political Economy of Freedom: Revisiting Rousseau’s Discourse on Political Economy,” Annual Meeting  
 of the American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, Vancouver, BC, March 2011. 
“Sympathy as an Epistemic and an Ethical Virtue,” Northsea Early Modern Workshop on Moral Psychology in  
 the Scottish Enlightenment, Antwerp, Belgium, October 2010. 
Author’s Response to Roundtable Discussions of Adam Smith and the Character of Virtue, American Political 
 Science Association Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, September 2010; Eighteenth-Century Scottish 
 Studies Society Annual Meeting, Princeton, NJ, June 2010; Midwest Political Science Association Annual 



 
 

 

 Meeting, Chicago, IL, April 2010; University of Athens Conference on Adam Smith and the Scottish 
 Enlightenment, Athens, December 2009. 
“Altruism’s Wisdom: Epistemic Virtue and Ethical Virtue in the Enlightenment,” Arête Initiative Defining  
 Wisdom Symposium, Chicago, IL, June 2010. 
“Rousseau’s Virtue Epistemology,” Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA,  
 April 2010. 
“Political Economy and the Enlightenment,” plenary lecture, Earhart Foundation Colloquium, Detroit, MI,  
 March 2010; and Association of Private Enterprise Education Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, NV, April 
 2010. 
“Hume’s Critique and Defense of Religion,” University of California-Davis Political Science Department,  
 February 2010. 
“Adam Smith et L’Encyclopédie,” Journée d'étude consacrée au 250e anniversaire de la publication de la  
 Théorie des sentiments moraux, Université Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne, October 2009. 
“Wisdom and Enlightenment,” Arête Initiative Defining Wisdom Symposium, Chicago, IL, June 2009. 
“Smith’s Skepticism,” Adam Smith Research Centre Conference on the 250th Anniversary of Adam Smith’s  
 Theory of Moral Sentiments, Glasgow, March 2009; and International Adam Smith Society 
 Conference, Balliol College, Oxford, January 2009. 
“Hume, Humanism, and Humanitarianism,” Harvard Political Theory Colloquium, December 2008; Annual  
 Meeting of the American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, Portland, OR, March 2008. 
“Altruism’s Wisdom,” Arête Initiative Defining Wisdom Symposium, Chicago, IL, August 2008. 
“The Adam Smith Problem,” Bowling Green State University, January 2008. 
“Enlightenment’s Future,” Association for Political Theory Meeting, London, Ontario, October 2007. 
“Language, Literature, and the Imagination,” Roundtable on the Cambridge Companion to Adam Smith,  
 American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, August 2007. 
“Smith and Rousseau on Freedom,” Annual Meeting of the Rousseau Association, Lyon, France, June 2007; and  
 Eighteenth-Century Scottish Studies Society Annual Meeting / Twelfth International Enlightenment 
 Congress, Montpellier, France, July 2007; and American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, 
 Chicago, IL, August 2007. 
  

Teaching Interests 
 

History of political philosophy, esp. the Enlightenment 
Contemporary political theory, esp. liberalism, capitalism and postmodernism 
Politics and literature, esp. American literature 
 

Courses Taught 
 

Marquette University  POSC 080: Justice and Power (every semester) 
    POSC 104: Enlightenment Political Thought (every two years) 

POSC 106: Political Philosophy of Capitalism (every two years) 
POSC 107: Politics and Literature (every two years) 
POSC 108: Postmodern Politics (every two years) 
POSC 198: Love and Wisdom: Ancient Conceptions (Fall 2009) 
POSC 198: Love and Wisdom: Modern Conceptions (Spring 2010) 

    POSC 295: Independent Study: Plato and Rousseau (Spring 2005)  
Yale University   Directed Studies: Ancient History and Politics (Fall 2002) 
    Directed Studies: Modern History and Politics (Spring 2003/2004) 

Humanities 198: Politics and Aesthetics (Spring 2004) 
University of St. Thomas POL 298: Politics and Literature (Winter 2002) 



 
 

 

 
Professional Service and Memberships 

 

President, International Adam Smith Society, 2010-present. 
Editorial Board Member, American Journal of Political Science, 2010-present. 
Secretary-Treasurer, International Adam Smith Society, 2001-05. 
Reviewer: Princeton University Press, Yale University Press, Oxford University Press, Cambridge University 
 Press, American Political Science Review, American Journal of Political Science, Political Studies,  
 Journal of Politics, Canadian Journal of Political Science, Review of Politics, Adam Smith Review, 
 Journal of Scottish Philosophy, European Journal of the History of Economic Thought, European 
 Journal of Political Theory, Politics, Philosophy and Economics, National Science Foundation, National 
 Endowment for the Humanities, Institute for Humane Studies. 
Member: American Political Science Association, Association for Political Theory, Conference for  

Study of Political Thought, American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, Eighteenth-Century 
Scottish Studies Society, Smith Society, Rousseau Association, Hume Society. 


