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Student Learning Outcomes for the UCCS Knowledge Areas  

Literature and Performing Arts (LPA) 

 
Assessment Procedure 
 
To fulfill the “literature and performing arts” requirement of the Core of Common Studies, 
students select one course from among the 17 listed in the Bulletin.   Student learning in LPA was 
assessed in 10 courses in 2014-15.  Items from exams, essays, assignments, discussion posts, 
research papers, and class discussions, were used to score students’ level of proficiency in each of 
the three learning outcomes.  A scoring rubric categorized students as having exceeded, met or 
developing the outcome.   Instructors were free to define levels of proficiency according to their 
own standards.   Not every course assessed all three outcomes; outcome #2 was most frequently 
assessed.    
 
Data summaries were received from the following courses: 
 
ENGL 2000     Literature, History and Culture  
ENGL 2010     Literature and Genre (2 sections) 
GRMN 3210   German Literature in English Translation  
GRMN 3500   The Modern German Short Story 
ITAL 3210       Italian Literature in English Translation 
MUSI 1020     Appreciation of Music  (2 sections) 
MUSI 2420     History of the Musical in America  (2 sections) 
SPAN 3500     Introduction to Hispanic Literature 
SPAN 3505     Literature for the Bilingual Student  
THAR 1020     Theatre Appreciation  (2 sections) 
 
Assessment Results  

 
The tables below summarize the assessment results by objective.  Results are displayed by course 
section and for the objective as a whole.    
 
Overall, students demonstrated similar proficiency in all three objectives.  Between 30% - 36%  

were rated as having exceeded the standard for the objective, 51% - 55% met, and 11% - 15% 

were developing. Students were rated slightly higher on objective 3 (Apply the methodologies of 

literary criticism to representative works of literature.)  Results varied significantly by course. 
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Objective 1:  Produce oral and written assessments of literary and cultural texts and/or  
                       performances using the language and concepts of one of these two knowledge   
                      area disciplines.  

 

                                                   Summary by course and overall   

        

Course 
Percent 
exceeds Percent Meets  

Percent 
Developing  

Number of 
Students    

ENGL 2000 34% 52% 14% 29    

ENGL 2010 23% 55% 22% 44    

GRMN 3210 74% 22% 4% 27    

GRMN 3500 44% 50% 6% 16    

ITAL 3210 12% 68% 20% 25    

SPAN 3500 17% 75% 8% 24    

SPAN 3505 56% 37% 7% 27    

Objective 1 Total  36% 51% 13% 192    

 

Objective 2:  Articulate how literary and cultural texts and/or performances 

                        can transform one's understanding of self, others and communities 

                                                Summary by course and overall    

        

Course 
Percent 
exceeds Percent Meets  

Percent 
Developing  

Number of 
Students    

ENGL 2000 28% 59% 14% 29    

ENGL 2010 32% 59% 9% 44    

GRMN 3210 33% 67% 0% 27    

GRMN 3500 56% 44% 0% 16    

ITAL 3210 19% 54% 27% 26    

MUSI 1020 27% 54% 19% 59    

MUSI 2420 30% 47% 23% 106    

SPAN 3505 44% 41% 15% 27    

THAR 1020 22% 67% 11% 63    

Objective 2 Total  30% 55% 15% 397    
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Objective 3:  Apply the methodologies of literary criticism to representative works  

                        of literature  

                                         Summary by course and overall    

        

Course 
Percent 
exceeds Percent Meets  

Percent 
Developing  

Number of 
Students    

ENGL 2000 31% 55% 14% 29    

ENGL 2010 27% 61% 11% 44    

GRMN 3210 74% 22% 4% 27    

GRMN 3500 38% 63% 0% 16    

ITAL 3210 19% 54% 27% 26    

SPAN 3505 34% 59% 7% 27    

Objective 3 Total  36% 53% 7% 169    

 

 

Best practice examples:   

ENGL 2000 and 2010 enlisted faculty members not associated with the assessed courses to 

evaluate student work, thereby separating the assessment process from grading.   

 

Conclusions and Recommendations  

In the English courses, faculty concluded that although students appear to be relatively secure in 

textual analysis, they are less consistently secure in their ability to construct effective written 

arguments.   Consequently, action items for the next year include incorporating writing instruction 

more deliberately and systematically into all sections of ENGL 2000 and ENGL 2010.   

In the German courses, faculty identified areas where more focused assignments, or different 

timing in assignments, would help students strengthen their skills.  The faculty member teaching 

the Italian course realized that some students didn’t understand the basics of a written paper, and 

is also seeking advice on how to increase student participation in class.   In the SPAN 3500 class, 

faculty identified the need to help students develop writing and analytic skills, and will assign more 

short papers on the future.   The SPAN 3505 class identified community-focused projects as a way 

to engage students with very different backgrounds.  That instructor also recommended taking 

students to the library for a special session on how to conduct literary research, and providing 

students with more choices of what they read and analyze for the class.  
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The Music and Theatre courses assessed only the second learning outcome (Articulate how literary 

and cultural texts and/or performances can transform one’s understanding of self, others and 

communities.)  Faculty observed that the assessment process has led to greater attention to the 

importance of the learning outcomes.  Emphasis on the learning outcomes needs to be addressed 

regularly as new faculty, who are predominately part-time, teach the course.  Theatre faculty 

pointed out the value of having guest speakers and will add more professional designers and 

marketers to the mix.   Evaluation measures to address Learning outcome #2 will be improved, and 

the other learning outcomes will be assessed in future years.  As the Core is revised, further 

dialogue is requested with the UCCS to make the experience of arts creation more integral to the 

University Core.   

 

Use of Assessment Results  

[ CCRC input  ] 

 

 


